


T H E 

Parliamentary Regifter 

OR 

HISTORY 

OF THE 

PROCEEDINGS AND( DEBATES \ 

OF THE 

HOUSE OF COMMONS; 


CONTAINING AN ACCOUNT OP 

Themoft interefting Speeches and Motions ; accurate 
Copies of the mod remarkable Letters and Papers ; 
of thcmoft material Evidence, Petitions, &c# 
laid before and offered to the House, 

DURING THE 

Fitth Session of the Seventeenth Parliament 

o F 

GREAT BRITAIN. 


VOL. XL. 


LONDON: 

Printed for J. DEBRETT, oppofite Svxuuovos Ho tftt» 

Piccadilly* , 


* 795 ' 


Ut 




INDEX 


TO THE 

DEBATES and PROCEEDINGS 

IN THE 0 

HOUSE OF COMMONS* 

VOLUME XL* 


A. 

Address to HU Majcfty, for 

his Speech on opening the Par- 
liament, 73 

Army Eftimates, Houfe in a Com- 
mittee of Supply on the, 201— 
Report of the Committee on the 
fame, 235— Motion, bv General 
Tarleto >, for fundry Papers re- 
1 ting to the Army, 46 5 — Debate 
on Army Expences, 467 

B. 

Bigamy. Leave given to bring in 
a Bill to increafethe punifliment 
for Bigamy, 445 

Budget, Mr. Pitt opens it, 475 

C. 

i* Voms, Duties of, for one Year, 


D. 

Debate, refpefling Mr. Dundas’s 
being re-ele£ted a Member of 
Parliament, after the appoint- 
ment of the Duke of Portland to 
be one of the Secretaries of State, 
1 4— On the Addrefs to ri^e King 
for his Speech, and on fur. Wil- 
berforce's Amendment to the 
Addrefs, iq— O n the Petitions 
from Carlifle refpefting the War, 
2iq ~+ On Mr. Grey’s Motion for 
Peace, 302— On receiving the 
counter Petition from the Livery 
of London refpefting the War, 
364— —On receiving the counter 
Petition from Durham, 449— — 
On receiving the Petition from 
Manchefterfor Peace, 434— 
On receiving the Petition from 
Liverpool for Peace, 455— -Oft 
the Petition of thirteen Freemen 
of Carlifle, Hating their Names 


INDEX# 


for Peace without their know- 
ledge, 459- — -On opening the 
Budget, 475 

Duties of Cuftoms, Excife, Stamps, 
and Incidents, for one Year, 
ending 1 oth Oft. 1794. 519 

E. 

Excife, Duties of, for one Year, to 
Oft. 10, 1794, 526 

F. 

Flour, Mr. M. Robinfon gives no- 
tice of his intended Motion to 
prevciyt the mixture of Flour 
with liftir-powdcr, 362 — Motion 
ftr an Account of the Flour ufed 
in making Hair powder, 380 

G. 

Grey’s, Sir Charles, Letter, in 
an Twer to the Vote of Thanks of 
the Iioufe, 190 

II. 

Habeas Corpus Aft, Debate re- 
fpefting it, 2— Debate on Mr. 
Sheridan’s Motion for the repeal 
of the Sulpenfionofit, 98— Mr. 
Attorney General's Motion for 
leave to bring in a Bill for con- 
tinuing the Sufpenfion of it, 192 
— Debate on the fecond reading 
of the Bill for lu [pending it, 246 
— Motion for refolding the Houfe 
into a Committee on it, 360— 
The Bill read a third time, 362 

Hood’s (Lord) Letter, inanfwerto 
thcVutc of Thanks of the Houfe, 


I. 

Jervis’s (Sir John) Letter in anfwer 
to the Vote of Thanks of the 
Houfe, 190 

Incidents, Amount of, fur one 
Year, to Oft. 10, 1794, 517 
India (Eaft) Officers, Motion ft- 
. fpefting them, 301 

, * , 


K. 

King’s (The) Speech, on opening 
the Parliament, 17— Hw Aa- 
fwer to the Addrefs, 89 — King’* 
(The) Meffiige refpefting the- 
Auflrian Loan, 381 


L. 

Lift of the Minority on Mr. Wil- 
berforce’i Amendment to the 
Addrefs to Hia Majefty, forhia 
Speech on the opening of Parlia- 
ment, 70— O11 Mr. Sheridan’s 
Motion for a Repeal of the Suf- 
penfion of the Habeas Corpus 
Aft, x68«— On the fecond Read- 
ing of the Bill for fufpending 
the Habeas Corpus Aft, 299 — 
On Mr. Chancellor Pitt’s A- 
mendment to Mr. Grey’s Mo- 
tion for Peace, 356— On Mr. 
Wilberforcc’s Amendment to 
Dp- 35/— On the Addrefs to 
His Maj fty, refpefting the Au- 
ftrian Lcan^io — On Mr. Grey’s 
Motion, that the exifting Go- 
vernment of France is compel 
tent to negotiate a Peace with 
Great Britain, 443 

Loan to the Emperor^ Convcrfa- 
tion refpefting it, 76— Meffiige 
from His Majefty, refpefting the 
fame, and Converfation relating 
to it, 381— -Debate on the Ad- 
drefs to His Majefty, refpefting 
the Loan, 394 — Converlatioa 
on the Loan, 447 

M. 

Militia (City) Bill, Converfation 
refpefting it, 93* 

Motions, refpefting the Money 
received, and the Troops em- 
ployed, by the King of Pruflia, 
9? — For an Account of Foreign 
Troops in Britifli pay, &c. 1 71 
—For an Account or the lofs of 
Britifli Troops in the laft Cam- 
paign, 172 — For an Account of 
ihe number of Troops employed 



INDEX. 


by the King of Pruflia, In pur- 
fuance of his Treaty with Great 
Britain, 173— 1 To prohibit the 
Exportation of grain from Scot- 
land, &c. 199 — For a return 
&c. of the Field Officers, ap- 
pointed fince the Commencement 
of the War, 200 — Refperting 
the Eaft-India Officers, 301— 
By Mr, Sheridan, relating to 
the Sum paid to, and the Ser- 
vices done by, the King of 
of Prulfia, 389 


N. 


Naval Eftimates, Houfe in a Com- 
mittee of Supply on the, 174 
Navy. — Converfation refperting 
the manning of it, 169, 235, 
359— Debate on Mr. Pitt's Mo- 
tion for manning the Navy, 370 
— Converfation on filling up the 
Blanks in the Bill for manning 
the Navy, 385 — farther Ob- 
fer various, 465 

•m 

P. 


Peace — Mr. Grey gives notice of 
his intended Morion for Peace, 
8 1 — Debate on Mr. Grey's Mo- 
tion, that “ the prefent French 
Government (hould not be cou- 
fidered as precluding a Negocia- 
tion for Peace,” 302 — Mr. 
Pitt’s Amendment on the faid 
Motion, 323 — Mr. Wilberforcc 
** propofes another Amendment on 
the fame, 3 36 — Mr. Grey movt s 
u that the cxifting Govcrnnent 
of France is competent to nego- 
tiate a Peace with Great Bri- 
tain,” 41 2— Mr. Secretary Dun- 
das moves the previous Queflion 
on the lame, 421 
Petitions from Cailille for peace, 
218 — Counter Petition from 
Curliile, 228— From the Inn- 
keepers, &c. refperting their 
having Troops and Horfes quar- 
tered on them, 245 — From the 
Livery of London for Peace, 


J oo— From Southampton for 
'eacc, 363 — Counter Petition 
from the Livery of London, 
363 — From Norwich, for Peace, 
386— From the City of York, 
for Peace, 4fi — Petition and 
Counter Petition from South- 
wark, 412, 464 — Petition, and 
Counter Petition from Man- 
chefter, 445, 453— From New* 
Sarum, for Peace, 446 — From 
the Quakers, to exempt them 
from fupplying Seamen for the 
Navy, 446— From Durham for 
Peace, 448 — Counter Petition 
from Durham, 449 Peti- 

tion and Counter Petition from 
Liverpool, 455, 458 — From 
Carlifle, flaring the Petitioners 
names being figned to a Petition 
for Peace, without their content, 
45 * 

Poor. — Leave given to bring in a 
Bill to repeal the Art preventing 
the E*tenfion of relief to the 
Poor, except at the Paiiih Work- 
houfe, 445 


S. 


Scaford Elcrtion, the right of it 
determined, 453 

Smith, Mr. William, fpeaks on 
Mr. Grey's motion, 316 
Stamp Duties, Amount of, for 
one Year, 10 Ortober 10., 1794, 


5*5 

Starch — Motion for an Account of 
the Starch made out of Wheat, 
380 

Supplies — 91, 174, 189, 466 


T. 


Taxes, New, propofrd, 488^ 
Produce of Taxes, for one year, 
ending January 5, 1795 

W. 

Ways and Means, Refolutions of 
the Committee of, 501 



INDEX 


TO T H* 

SPEAKERS’ NAMES* 


A* 

jA. DAIR, Mr. Serjeant, 8, 137, 
IS? 

Adams, Mr* 322 

Anderibn, Mr. Alderman, 93, 186, 

19 1 * 3 6 7> 3 8 4* 44? 
Anftruthcr, Mr. 1 94 
Attorney General, Mr. 180, 192, 
244, 24 ?» 255, 273, 298, 360, 
361, 362, 449, 450 

B. 

Bankes, Mr* 42 
Barham, Mr. 86 

Baring, Sir Francis, 377, 409, 500 
Baflett, SirF. 352 
Badard, Mr. 438 
Berkeley, Capr. 17^, 177, 190 
Brandling, Mr. 4, 70, 187, 239, 
378,410 

Burdon, Mr. 37, 83, 441 
Buxton, Mr. 43, 199, 444, 499, 

J'S 

c. 

Canning, Mr. 20 
Cawthorne, Mr. 463, 516 
Clinton, Col. 394 
Cocks, Mr. S. 3^1 
Coke, Mr. T. W. 333, 386 
Courtenay, Mr. 2 42 


Curtis, Mr. Alderman, 93, i8{j 
19 ** 363, '565, 369, 379 
Curwcn, Mr. 238, 22 9, 233, 27$* 
*80, 377, 442, 460, 462, 464 

D* 

Dolhen, Sir William, 442,471 
Duncombe, Mr. 37, 85 
Ditndas, Mr. Secretary, 3, 16,69# 
j6<), 180, 240, 241, 242, 243, 
29S, 300, 301, 350, 421, 451, 
462, 472 

Dundas, Mr. Charles, 35 3, 515 

E. 

E.ifl, Mr. 436, 500 

Eikine, Hon. Mr. 127, 283,29! 

F. 

Fitzpatrick, General, 227 
Fox, Mr. 6, 10, 16, 17, 56, 76, 
78, 81, 83, 84, 85, 87, 88, 

94 » 95 » 97» 9 8 . ” 7 . > 5 S» ' 1 '* 
177, 193, 199, 214, 223,226# 
232. 23S* 236, 237, 238, 241# 
247, 244, 345, 246, 289, 295, 
298. 344 » 35 *» 3 6 °. 3 68 i 3 6 9 » 
374 » 39 2 » 402. 4 6 ®i 4 6 *» 4 * 9 » 
47 «» 474 > 49 °> 49 ** S°°> 5 ‘J* 
S<4 

Francis, Mr. 79, 176, 194, 19$# 
44.1. ziz, 266. to t. 



INDEX. 


G. 

Gardner, Admiral, 177, 185,188 
Grey, Mr. 91, 169, 195, 242, 
395, 298, 302, 353, 359, 363, 
366, 369, 378, 378, 3*7, 412, 
447 » 45 ®> 4 Si 

H. 

Hardinge, Mr., 126, 280 
Harrifon, Mr. 373, 384, 385, 45X 
Hill, Sir Richard, 43, 187 
Hobart, Mr. 386, 501 
Hoo'l, Cord, 4 ?6 
Huiiev, Mr. 191, 192, 199, 213, 
358, 3A0, 381, 384, 387,447, 
448, 45*’. 462, 466, 467, 470, 
47 *» 497, 5 13 

I. 

Jelcyll, Mr. 3, 91, 92, 95, 98, 
iAS, 172, 173, 227, 262, 359, 
389 

Jolbiic, Mr. 69, S8, 374, 514 

K. 

Kmtclibull, Sir Edward, 19, 72, 


Lambton, Mr. 12, 171, 187,193, 
*46, 438, 440, 449, 450 
Le Melurier, Mr. Alderman, 94, 
3 6 7 

M. 

Mainwaring, Mr. 6, 245, 380 
Maitland, Hon. Colonel, 121,126, 
272, 173. 200, 386, 394, 454, 
455,467, 472,473,474, 50; 
Martin, Mr. 86, 198, 451 
Matter of the Rolls, 165,451 
Milbankc, Mr. 166 
Milner, Sir William, 86 
Montagu, Mr. M. *87, 343, 442 
Morpeth, Lord, 228, 459, 462 

N. 

New^ham, Mr. Alderman, 366 


P. 

Parker, Vifcount, 91 
Pitt, Mr. Chancellor, to, 14, if , 
45, 80, 84, 87, 92, 93, 95, 96, 
168, 169, ljo , 171, 172, 173, 
174, 185, 191, 192, 197, 198, 
199, 213, 219, 232, 235, 238, 
* 44 . 2 4 S» 2 79 » 2 9 J » 2 94 » 3 *>» 
3 * 3 » 35 8 » 359 . 360. 3 6, » 3 6 3 » 
37 ®. 377 . 379 » 3 8 ®> 381. 3 ® 2 » 
3 8 S. 3 86 > 3 8 7 . 3 8 9 . 394 . 4 ”s 
44 i» 447 » 44 8 . 45 ®. 45 *. 

463, 464, 466, '467, 468, 470, 

47 »> 47 2 » 473 * 474 . 475 » 497 » 
498, 499, 500, 501, 513, 514, 
516 

Humer, Mr. 2 33 
Powys, Mr. 33^ 44$ 

Pulteney, Sir William, 35’*, 393, 
409 

R. 

Robinfon, Mr. Maurice, 4, 75, 
76, 169, 170, 174, 176, 226, 
279, 294, 295, 362, 363, 380, 
410, 500 

Rolle, Mr. 189, 298 
Rofe, Mr. 76, 77, 90, 189, 191, 
4 p , 469 

Ruflel, Lord William, 193, 279 f 
Ryder, Right Hon. D. 439 

S. 

Scott, Mr. David, 187 
Secretary at War, (See Mr. Wind- 
ham) 

Sheffield, Lord, 514, 515 
Sheridan, Mr. 2, 13, 14, 1$, 69, 
75 * 7 &* 77 * /8, 79 * 88 * 93 * 949 
9 s * l6 7 * x 73 > i8 3 * i88 » « 93 t 
196, 197, 198, 227, 233, 236, 
239, 240, 244, 298, 299, 301 
362, 364, 367, 387, 393, 44® 
Sinclair, Sir John, 189, 474 
Sloanc, Mr. 244 
Smith, Mr. R. 516 
Smith, Mr. Wm. 314, 410, 473, 
500 

Smith, Gen. 239, 300, 301, 394, 
4 S 1 * 4 6 5 » 47 2 



INDEX. 


Solicitor General, Mr. 4, $, 194, 
*74 

Speaker, Mr. t, 3, 6, 17, 71, 75, 
7^ v 89, 169, 174, 190, 196, 
3 So, 360, 380, 450, 4 Si> 4 S 1 
Stanley, Mr. 445, 453, 454, 515 
Steele, Mr. 78, 79, 47* 

Stopford, Vifcount, 73, 189, 245 


T. 


Tarleton, Gen. 186, 196, jo 2, 

* 4 *» 394 * 4 SS» 4 6 S* 47 * 
Taylor, Mr. M. A. 1 68 
Tbompfon, Mr. 98, 165 
Thornton, Mr. Henry, 351, 384, 
411, 464, $14 
Thornton, Mr. Samuel, 83 
Titchficld,* Marquis of, 127 


Vyner, Mr. 378 


W. 


Wallace, Mr. 230, 233, 439, 460, 
300, 301 

Watfon, Mr. Serjeant, 195 
Whitbread, Mr. 193, 391, 41 1, 
427, 466, 474 
Wigley, Mr. 227 
Wilberforee, Mr. 27, 85, 167, 

333 . 3 S°* 4 IJ * 443 * 463 
Windham, Mr. (Secretary at War) 
37,97, 1 18, 121,127, 191,196, 
200, 201, 227, 237, 243, 244, 
* 95 * 355 * 3 8o > 448 . 4 66 > 4 6 *» 
47 J* 474 


Y. 


V. 

Vanfittart, Mr. 436 


Young, Sir W. 242, 333, 444, 
515, 316 

Yorke, Mr. 1I8, 334 



Thb 


A 


Ik 


history! 

of thk 

PROCEEDINGS and DEBATES 

of •the 


,<&SE : %f\ 

«„t W- * ’ 

l.iiiiisHV / 
' ly-.W 


HOUSE of COMMONS, 

In the FIFTH SESSION of the 
Seventeenth Parliament of Great Britain, 
Appointed to be holden at Westminster, 

On Thursday, the 25th of November, 1790, 


Tuefday , 30 th December, 1794 * 

A. MESSAGE from His Majefty was delivered by Sir Francis 
Molyneux, Gentleman Uftier of the Elack Rod : 

Mr. Speaker, 

The King commands this honourable Houfe to attend His Majefty 
immediately in the Houfe of Peers. 

Accordingly, Mr. Speaker, with the Houfe, went up to attend 
His Majefty ; and being returned, 

Mr. SPEAKER acquainted the Houfe, that in putfuance of th« 
directions of an aft of the 24th of his prefent Majefty, he had if- 
fued his warrants, during the rccefs, to the Clerk of the Crown, to 
make out new writs for the election of feveral Members to ferve in 
Parliament. \f 

The Speaker was now proceeding to read the bill to prevent 
jClandeftine Outlawry, for the purpofe of opening the bufinefs of 
the feflion, when 
Yoi.XJ-. B 


* PARLIAMENTARY A. 1794. 

Mr. SHERIDAN rofc, and fald, he was forry to prefenthim- 
fclf to the Chair at this moment, hut particular circumftanccs made 
it absolutely needfary. lie was compelled at that moment to date 
fomc ohjedions to a proceeding which had ufually paffed without 
any ohfcrvadnn — lie meant the queition which was now before the 
Houfc, Whether the bill to prevent clandcftinc outlawries be now 
read ? He objected to putting that quedion, upon this ground — it 
had been the uniform practice of the Houfc to read that bill on the 
opening of every felEon of Parliament, before they proceeded to take 
His M ij city’s fptcch into consideration ; this he underflow] to be a 
cuftom for the purpofe of cxpnsffing the right of the Houfc of Com- 
mons to proceed to any bufinefs previous to taking into conlidcraiion 
the fpccch from the Throne, lie thought this light not an ufclefs, 
barren trifle, but a right to be infilled upon whenever an oceafion 
Ihould occur for any practical (rood purpofe. He conceived the op- 
portunity,, was now come for aliening that right, and this he did hr 
Wiyuf enforcing the principle in the flrongeft manner pofliblc. — 
w ith that view he mult object in form to the reading of the bill 
now propofed to be read, in order to introduce a motion upon an- 
other fuhjed. We were now called upon ferioufly to advife His 
Majefty, in a time the molt extraordinary, in a I ituation the mod 
critical and alarming, upon a fuhjed of the utmoft importance to 
this country at large, as well as to every Member of that Houfc ; 
and, before they could lay they were in a proper (ituation to give 
fit advice to His Majefty, in a free, fair, and impartial manner, 
it was client I ally ncccfiary they Humid themfclvcs be ficv, which 
could not, with any colour of rcafon, he faid to be the cafe while 
the Habeas Corpus act remained fufpended. His object, therefore, 
was, after this queftion was negatived, to move for leave to bring 
in a bill to repeal the ad of the lift feffion of Parliament, which 
fufpended the Habeas Corpus ad. He was confident there could 
be no objection from Miniltcrs to this inode of proceeding, unlcfs 
they would a licit, that there docs cxift at this moment the fame pa- 
ramount necelfily as that on Hiicli they grounded the fufpcnlion of 
the Habeas Corpus ad, thereby depriving ever}' Kr.glifliman of a 
right which is molt dear to him. If he was told, that the bill 
which he now wiflied to repeal had but a very fliort time to run ; or 
if he fliould he told it was not intended fo be renewed, he would 
anfvvcr, that he would not fuftcr luch a bill to^ die a natural death ; 
that he would not wait a month, a week* a /Jay, or a* Angle mo* 
menr, after the meeting of Parliament, without calling on that 
Houfe to ad as independent, honourable, and free agents for thd 
Public, but would defend tliofe rights of the People which had bee*l 
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"invaded by Miniftcrs; rights, which the People, if fairly left to 
the cxercile of them, would never abufc. He concluded with fay- 
ing, that, unlefs the Houfe (liould tefiify a drfinelination to the 
mcafurc, he (liould move for leave to biing in a bill, to repeal the 
ad of the laft feffion of Parliariicnt for fulpendrng the Habeas Cot- 
pus ad. 

Mr. DUN DAS expreffed his doubts relative to the propriety of 
the honourable Member’s objedions at this particular time. 

'1 lie SPEAKER admitted the propriety of Mr. Sheridan's coft- 
dud. A queflion had been urged in the ufual nvinn r, to which 
the honourable gentleman, as a Member of Parliament, had a 
right, if he plrafed, to object. The parties were now at inue, arid 
it was the Houfe alone which could decide the difference. 

Mr. DUNDAS fupported the original motion as fubmitted to 
them by the Speaker. As to that to which Mr. Shcridin call^l 
their attention, he could by no means give his acquiefeuiee. lie 
law no realon why the more urgent ciifeufiion of the day fhoulu be 
delayed tor the pwrpofe of deliberating on a fubjeft of ail extraneuus 
nature. Before the expiration of tJic bill, which hmpem d in the 
month of February, there would be ample oppori. unties to confidcr 
the propriety of its renewal. If, however, his opinion could af- 
ford anv gratification, he had no fern pic in declaring, rlvat, if from 
the complerfion of the times, 110 throng* t re-afons appeared for the 
di (continuance of its fufpenfion, than at prefent exiiled, the fafety 
of the Government and the Countiv demanded iu> renewal in the 
month of February. 

Mr. JEKYLL faid, that though Mr. Dundas feened to have 
made up his mind by anticipation, it did not iollow that this Houfe 
fliould be of his opinion. He expected, from the cmdour of the 
right honourable gentleman who (poke Jail, that he (liould not li«vc 
inlilted nowon rhe propriety of continuing the fuipcnlionof the Ha- 
beas Corpus act, without aihgning fome rcafonibr it. But he only 
enjoined them to wear their (hackles to the month of February ; and 
he (liould then condefeend to think of the expediency of taking them 
off. The late events (hould teach the Houfe the better lcilbn of 
^maintaining its own refpeftability. The verdicts of the virtu >us 
juries at the Old Bailey hui fufiiciently demonftrated that no fuch 
thing as aconfpiracv lvad cm (ted in this country. The honourable 
gentleman (Mr. Sheri d.ng^ljlid dated, that the iufpcnlion of the Ha- 
beas Corpus aft kept the people, and the representatives outlie people, 
in (hackles. In this opinion lie agreed with him, and therefore 
thought that it ought inftantaneoufly to be repealed, and tha the 
people ought not to be lliackled another day, much left to be all >wcd 

B 2 t 
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to remain rill February at the will of Minifters. There never wa» 
a time which called more for ftrid inquiry into the conduct of Mi- 
nifters than the prefent. The Houic had, on the fuggeftion of cer- 
tain perfon*, declared there exifted a plot in this country, thereby in 
a peat mcifure p>ej edging and prevailing the fi.ir operation cf the 
Grand Jury. Pcnons were accufed on that occafion, and many 
things were publilhed againft the accufcd, and even threats held out 
in papers well known to be under the influence of Government, in 
order to bring about a verdift contrary to the good lenfe, the ho- 
nour, and the jufticc of the jury. Their verdi^s, however, were 
well known, and the pra&ieal inference from theft trials was, that 
there never exifted any fuch plot as was dated to exift, and that there 
was no occafion for (hutting up individuals for fix months upon fuch 
charges as had been preferred againft them. But he hoped the day 
would come when fuch practices would be fairly examined, as well 
^s the fubjCSl of new-fangled treafons, introduced by Ministry, in 
direct and unconflitutional contradiction to the ftatute of Edw ard the 
Third. 

A Member on the Trcafury fide of the Houfe, (Mr. MAURICE 
ROBINSON) faid he fhould oppofc the fufpention of the Habeas 
Corpus a£t when the proper time came for di feuding it ; but that he 
could not agree to any departure from the ufual mode of proceeding 
on the firft day of the feftion, more cfpccially at a period when every 
thing that might admit of a conftruclion difrcfpeflful to His Majcfty 
ought to be avoided. 

The SOLICITOR GENERAL, (Sir John Mitford) thought 
it a duty incumbent upon him to deliver his fenti men's on this oc- 
cafion ; bceaufe, if any blame was attached to thofc in power, he 
was in a great degree implicated. So far from having anv doubt* 
on the fubje<3, he declared that he was more and more, from the 
proceedings that had taken place on the trials, convinced of the e*- 
iftence of the confpiracy. The only effect of the late verdicts, he 
ftated to be, that the perfens acquitted could not be again tried for 
the fame offence ! T hey by no means went, in his opinion, to affedt 
the general queftion. One of the perfons who were tried and ac- 
quitted, he meant Mr. Tooke, had afterwards, when examined 
his oath, admitted the exiftence of fudu a confpiracy, and the in-* 
tention of calling together a Britifh Convention : — 

Mr. BRANDLING interrupted tljl\Uarned gentleman by ob- 
ferving, that his reverence for the Conftitution would not allow 7 him 
to fit in filence while he heard the fmalleft infinuation againft the 
pondufl of jurors. Thofe fummoned on the late trials had cer- 
laioly a<ftcd agreeably to the dilates of their ponfciencc; thereto*# 
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it would be proper and wife in gentlemen — more efpecially thole of 
the learned profelfion — to withhold any obfervations which might be 
confirmed unfavourable to them. 

The SOLICITOR GENERAL proceeded by dating the topic 
of difpute, and by adverting more particularly to what had fallen 
from the gentlemen on the oppofitc lide. The latter denied the ex*, 
iftenee of a confpiracy — he and his friends, on the contrary, fup- 
ported the affirmative. But no gentleman who wifhed for a rational 
difeufiion would deny that a confpiracy of fuch a nature might exift, 
as, in the refult of a profee ution, would tend to the convidlion of 
feme, and the acquittal of others. The perfons accnfed might, 
indeed, be all equally guilty; but by the doubts of the jurors, or 
by the deficiency of the evidence, a diferi mi nation of the nature 
now deferibed might follow. Not only the evidence of a perfon 
tried and acquitted, prove upon oath the exigence of rhe confpiracy, 
but the Report of the Committee, functioned by that Houfc, &r£cd 
to corroborate the alfcrtion. 

* f If the Juries had been as well informed of facts as I was, 
they would have a5lcd in a different manner! I do not, however, 
attempt to itigimti/.e them for their conduct. The fituation of 
this country has, indeed, the mod ferious completion ! \ Hear l 
Hear! Hear! from the oppolite fidc.j The fncer of ridicule I 
can defpife in the difeharge of my duty, but, at lead, let gentlemen 
comprehend my meaning before they fignify their approbation or 
diftipprobation. I fay, that there are men in this country wha 
propagate doctrines of the mod dangerous tendency. There arc 
men who pretend to do one thing, while their real actions appear 
diametrically oppolite. There are men of a malignant fpirit, who, 
to obtain a parliamentary reform, think any means judi liable.— 
There are focietics, affiliated, after the example of the dctedable 
Jacobins of France, whofe aim is univerfal fuffrage, whofc plans of 
reform are impracticable, bcciufe they would unavoidably intro- 
duce the French anarchy, with all its horrid concomitants. Thence 
I conclude, that a confpiracy has cxiftcd, and does dill exift, to 
overturn the happy Conditution and Government of this country 
Should a doubt remain in the minds of fober and impartial men, 
let them turn their attention to the papers and addreffes of the dif- 
ferent focietics who Have been unbounded in their praifes of the 
French Convcnti^- ^Lct them ferioufly ponder over the fcveral 
congratulations, written by their malignant leaders, and recorded 
in their proceedings — Let them examine alfo the writings of thofe 
who have fupported the French revolution, and thofe who arc th* 
moil enthufiaftic reformers. They will at once colkdt from thefil 
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fertile fources, the object and fpiiitof the modem reformers ; they 
will thcncc be convin-A i of die c:;i hence of a confpiracy ! Tlu ir af- 
fected model. it’i 'R fcrvcs to p;ii men of political penetration on their 
guard and cun the miideft of their champions cannot fiifficiendy 
dii'guifv their i.v. nions. 

Of tiie fpeaihitivc writers on this fubjeft, one of the moft elo- 
quent fays, “ Let u:> obtain univcrfal InlTVagc, and monarchy and 
ariftocrac-, will he but as dull in the balance.” All this is true. 
If univcrfal fufFiaiiC be obtained, monarch \ md arilb.es acy will be 
but as daft in the L, dance, because the dium.:hni. of Ibcvty arc 
properly w.ighed and a gifted by the prefent fyftern, and thus the 
equilibrium retained ; but univcrfal fuJfrage being inc'«nli ! lcnt with 
order and the true adminiftration of julrioe and tire laws, the pro- 
portions aic tie' t roved, and riot and confufiun vvvii bear down the 
fcule. This was fully cll.ibliilicd in the courfeof the trials. Tiioic 
wlu^ were engiged, contended nut for univirfil faihngc only, but 
for the ir.ibcnab-e right of the people to eiR-T a nmrm. Such 
rights can exilt neither in this nor in any other well- regulated coun- 
try. There would be perpetual innovation, and perpetual confu- 
iion. To demand as a right 

Mr. MAINWARING interrupted the learned gentleman in 
his argument, by reminding him of the quedion, fnan which he 
Jufpec.ted he had unwarily departed, lie declared, he thoujfnt the 
learned gentleman was going beyond the rules and orders of the 
Iloufc. 

The SPKAKLR was of opinion, that as the point in difpute 
originated 110m an obfcrvilion that no plot now c\isad in this coun- 
try, and as the obfervations of rhe learned gentleman tended to 
maintain that fuch a plot did cxifi, he could not be laid in flrict- 
nefs to have departed from the rule of older. 

Mr. VOX obferved, that the motion intended to he made by 
his honourable fiiend ought not to he objechd to. Thelloufe, 
for the purpofc of aliening their own dignity and independence, and 
pot from a defue of (hewing any difrdpcct to the Crown, tor that 
would at all times be improper in the Houfc of Commons, had 
proceeded to read a Lill, or do fomc other act, previous to taking 
the Ipceeh from lire r l hronc into their consideration. This they 
did lirft for the purpofc of eftabli thing, and afterwards continuing 
a right which they now iconic ft ably ciiju/tid^yhnd it was a right 
they Ihould continue to enjoy, becaufc it was beneficial to tlw Pub- 
lic ; and that being the view he had of the iubjedt, he contcflcd 
that all the debate which had arifen on the obfervation of his lio- 
pourable friend’s was ilricily regular, for it certainly was as regu- 
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Jar for one perfon to aflert, as it was for another to deny the exift- 
cnee of a plot. He liftened with great attention, as he ought to 
do, to what he heard from the Solicitor General. The learned 
gentleman had given his own opinion on theft trials, and he had 
alfo taken notice of the dccifion of the Jury. Now in giving his 
own opinion, even although his arguments fhould be againft it, he 
had a right to do fo ; but it did not appear that the Jury gave him 
any authority to fay any thing tor them. Now with regard to tlm 
verdidt of acquittal of a Jury, Mr. Fox faid he underftood it to be 
in the language of the Conftitution of this country, an cftabli/hrnent 
of the innocence of the aceufcd — a complete vindication of charac- 
ter, and restoration of honour. But he had he ard language to-night 
which was to him entirely new, for he had been told that the ver- 
dict of acquittal was in efTeft no more than that the accufcd party 
fhould not be tried again on the fame charge. That was a defini-, 
tirn of law, he fruited, he fhould never hear again, even from #*•- 
colleagues of that learned gentleman. He had not the good fortune 
t'» hear his fpcech on the late trials, but there appeared to him, 
from what he had heard of that fpcech, to he a repetition of conli- 
denblc parts of it to-night. The learned gentleman had infilled 
on the cxiltencc of a treafonable plot, bccaufc it appeared that there 
were fome perfons who wi filed for univerfil fuffrage and annual 
parliaments ; and beeaufc addreffes had been preferred to the French 
Convention, or beeaufc thole perfons held opinions upon political 
fubjeds contrary to thofe of the learned gentleman. It was thus 
the doflrinc of conltrnclive treafonwas to be maintained; doctrines, 
which if permitted to pafs unnoticed in anv place where the publi- 
cation of opinion was important, might in time be infilled upon as 
the law of the land. The learned gentleman faid, that the evidence 
on the trials proved the exigence of a treafonable plot : he might 
think fo; but, did the Jury think for — Molt unquefrionahly they 
did not. The Jury had the advantage of hearing the fpcech of that 
learned gentleman, but it did not convince them ; anil, Mr. Fox 
faid, if he might judge from the fpecirnen, which the learned gen- 
tleman had given to-night, he believed it would have had no better 
effect upon himfclf. The learned gentleman faid he was better in- 
formed than the Jury : but it did not appear from that ohftrvation, 
that the learned gentleman had communicated that fuperior know- 
ledge, either on the trials 'in that occafion, or to the Houfc in the 
prefent inilancc. Mr. Jfox then took notice of the acquittals of 
Mr. Hardy, Mr. Tookc, Mr. Thelwall, and all the other gentle- 
men* who had been indicted ns authors of a treafonable plot, on 
which it had been maintained in that Iioulc, that extraordinary Heps 
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ought to be taken. The Jury had negatived the exiftenrte of thaf 
plot, by finding them all not guilty. — That Jury were not men who 
had favours to alk of Government they were not Members irt 
that Houfe adopting the Report of a Secret Committee, afterwards 
voting for the fufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus Ad, and then, per- 
haps, within a month, called to the Houfe of Peers. No ; the/ 
were men who honeftly and confcicntioufiy performed their duty* 
and he believed they performed it well to the fatisfadion of the Pub- 
lic ; and happy indeed it was for the people of this country that 
their lives and charadcrs, and every thing the) held moft dear, was 
in fuch hands. Now, how flood the cafe ?- — A Committee of that 
Houfe had declared there exifted a trcafonable confpiracy in this 
country ; the jury, by their verdid, had denied its exiftcnce. H« 
did not afk the profecutors whether they were fatisfied of the exift- 
Cnee of a plot ; he dared fay they were ; but he would alk a jury, 
an$J they would anfwer him there was no fuch plot. With thefe 
xefledions, he thought his honourable friend fully juftified in cal- 
ling the attention of the Houfe as early as polfible to the fubjed ; 
for, if time were given, frelh plots, new falfe alarms, and confpi- 
sacics might be brought forward to anfwer the fame purpofes as the 
former. They would call out their new John Nokes and Thomas 
Stiles, and all the herd of their fpics, to fupport fuch plots* and 
therefore to avoid the poflibility of fuch evils recurring, it was cf- 
fentr.il that no time Ihould be loft. This was a fubjed on which 
thofe who felt for the Conftitution as they ought, would confider 
gravely, and the more efpecially as dodrines had been maintained 
on the law of treafon, by Advocates, whofe learning and importance 
carried w ith their opinion almoft as much weight as if coming from 
the Bench ; dodrines, which, if allowed to creep in, and eftablilh 
themfelvcs, might, in proccfs of time, be deftrudivc to the civil 
liberty of the country. It was a point, therefore, which could not 
be too foon or too ftrioufly difcuilcd ; . for it was alarming to hear 
what he had indeed apprehended would be the cafe, becaufe he 
knew that there was nothing fo defperate, of which Minifters were 
not capable, that on fuch pretences the Habeas Corpus ad was to 
be again fufpended, after it had been proved already that the very 
caufc for that fufpenfion did not cxift. He concluded ^vith profef- 
fing his readinefs to difeufs the fubjed at length, whenever it came 
in a formal manner before the Houfe, but if his honourable friend 
Ihould perfift in making his motion to-night, he ihould vote in it* 
fayour. 

Mr. Serjeant ADAIR faid he would not enter at large into tha 
fubjed, but feme tilings he had heard this night from his right bo* 
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jnourable friend, made it impoflible for him to fit fill]. He had 
had a fhnre in the conduit of the profecutions alluded to, and he 
lhoulcl not fhelter hirnfelf under the right of pleading the duty of 
an Advocate, he fhould fcorn to avail hirnfelf of f'leh a fubteriuge; 
in the part which he had taken he avowed the moil unequivocal 
rcfponfibility, and he was ready to deliver his opinion freely in that 
Houfc upon that fubjert whenever it fhould be difeufled, at full 
length. This much, however, he mud fay now,- that he did not 
agree with his right honourable friend as to the conftitutional ope- 
ration of a verdirt of acquittal in a Court of Juftice. He had laid 
that luch an acquittal was a complete eftablifhmcnt of innocence, 
and a complete juitifieation of the accufed. So little did he think 
that to be the cafe, that no perfon was bound to form that conclu- 
fion for hirnfelf in that*Houfc. Out of that Houfc it was unques- 
tionably every man’s duty not to arraign the verdict of any jury, 
but in that Iloufe there was no fuch injunction when tlic fubjc^ 
came to be difeufled. Neither the preemption of common fenfe, 
nor any rule of legiflative difeuflion required that any Member of 
that Houfc Humid agree in declaring that a perfon was wholly and 
entirely innocent of an offence laid to his charge, bccaufc he flood 
acquitted in a Court of Juftice. As well might it be faid that an 
houfe-breaker, highway-man, or pick-pocket, was as pure and 
honourable a character as his right honourable friend, merely bc- 
caufc by the forms of a Court of Law he fhould be entitled to his 
acquittal. The truth was, that every man accuflomed to attend 
Courts of Juftice, knew that many guilty men were acquitted, not 
bccaufc any real doubts might be entertained of their guilt, but bc - 
caufc they were entitled to that acquittal by the Ariel rules of legal 
evidence. He obferved he did not expert to hear it argued, that 
merely from the elfert of an acquittal, and without attending to 
any other circuinftances, the accufed party mull be con fide red, as 
purely innocent. He fhould not arraign’ the verdirt of a jury any- 
where clfe, nor did he wifli to fay any thing upon this fubjert. 
The jury were conflicted as they ought to be conftitutcd, they 
were nominated by tlic Sheriff in the ufual form, and returned. 
On the time for proceeding to the challenges, a vaft number of 
\hem appeared to be difqualiiied, fcarcely enow attending to al- 
low the prifoner his peremptory challenges, and the Crown the 
challenges in the form the law required. It was not neceffaiy 
that the jury fhould be clearly latisfied of tlic entire innocence of 
the party accufed in Order to acquit him ; if there was a doubt in 
their mind, that doubt was fufficient ground for their acquittal. 
But would any man fay that bccaufc upon fuch a doubt, they might 
Vol. XL, C 
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acquit, therefore there was no ground for the charge, or that the , 
party was entirely innocent ? It had been faid that doftrines of 
high treafon which were dangerous to the Conftitution, had been 
maintained on the ‘late trials. He knew not to whom in particular 
that ohfervation was directed. He was ready to take the refponfi- 
bility on himftlf for what he had faid upon thefe trials. He alio 
had noticed much of what had been faid by others, and in no in- 
fiance did there appear to him any thing that could warrant fuch 
an ohfervation. The two learned gentlemen who took the lead in 
the profccutions, had fo conducted thcmfelvcs as to ri/et his efteem 
to them for ever. lie concluded with obferving that he fhould 
have fat iilent if he had not heard fome doftrines, which, in his 
opinion, ought to be refuted, especially as they came from an au- 
thority which was fo jnftly and fo highly rcfpe&ed. 

Mr. FOX, after a ftinrt compliment to the learned and honour- 
w -jMc gentleman who fpoke laft, obferved, that no refpeit or efteem 
which he might have for him ihould bias his opinion upon any fub- 
jecl. He did not mean to inlinuate that that learned gentleman 
had delivered any opinion ns an advocate, which he did not believe 
to be a juft one. Notwithftanding that, Mr. Fox obferved, that 
nothing ftiould deter lum from forming and delivering his own fen- 
timents, the more cfpccially upon points that involve every thing 
that can be dear to every honeft man in this country. And upon 
this he would now declare that much of the dottrinc maintained on 
the late trials for high treafon was contrary, as it appeared to him, 
to the letter, and to the fpirit of the act of Parliament of the 25th 
t>f Edward III. and ns far as he had examined, not warranted upon 
any good legal authority, doctrines which he knew to be incompa- 
tible with the fpirit of any good law, and which he believed to be 
difgu fling to the moft enlightened and independent fubjects of Great 
Britain. With refpeCt to the efFcfl: of the verdict of the jurv, all 
he had pronounced was the opinion of the jury ; they had exprefled 
no doubts, and he knew of none ; therefore, he took it as it ap- 
peared, that the accufcd were innocent, becaufe they were pro- 
nounced, not guilty, lie had no difficulty in faying his opinion 
coincided with that of thejuiy. If there were any difference, if 
was only that he thought, when the proceedings for the profccution 
were clofed, he Ihould have told the prifoncr, you need not enter 
upon your defence, you are acquitted, becaufe the evidence for the 
CrOwn is inefficient. 

Mr. Chancellor PI TT find, he would not advert to much of 
what he had heard upon this fubjedl on the other fitic, becaufe 
proper anlwcrs had been given to moft of the arguments already* 
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Hc wiflicd the Houfe to recoiled what the queftion was which vvaf 
now before them. It was perfectly true that in point of form, a 
bill fhould be read previous to the entering on the difeuflion of the 
Ipccch from the Throne, and therefore a motion for it was always 
made, but it was always a formal motion, and he believed it 
would be difficult to find, in the courfe of practical bufinefs, an in- 
ftance w'here the Houfe had proceeded beyond the mere point of 
form. No doubt could be entertained of the light which the 
Houfe had to enter upon ferious bufinefs previous to the difeuflion 
of His Majeftv’s fpeech ; hut this was a right which was not to be 
ufed but in cafes of extreme urgcncc. Now what was the cafe 
here? An honourable gentleman had faid that a certain bill, the 
operation of which fufpended the Habeas Corpus act, ought to be 
repealed. What reafon was there for repealing it now r He would 
fay there could be none, unlcfs it was meant to be allcdgcd that 
what Parliament Ind afted upon, after due deliberation, # was now 
difproved ; or that the conduct of Government had been fo repre- 
henfible that they had man deftly abided the difcrction which had 
been repofed in them. Now, would any of the honourable gen- 
tlemen on the otlicr fide take fuch ground and juftify cither of thefc 
propofitions r They faid the jury had negatived the cxiftcncc of a 
plot, lie affirmed, they had done no fuch thing. They had ne- 
gatived the cxiftcncc of the charge, upon the proof exhibited within 
the line of law, in the manner and form ltatcd in the indiftment ; 
they had not negatived that part of the charge which was the ground 
of the fufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus act, namely, that thefe per- 
fons were parties to a confpiracy, if not of treafon, to a crime as 
great in moral guilt, and as dangerous to the rights and privileges 
of Parliament, and to the tranquillity of the country, as treafon, 
or any other offence can be. The verdict of acquittal/ therefore, 
was not conclulivc evidence to the fan isfact ion of the Houfe, th^t 
the bill for fufpending the Habeas Corpus aft ought to be replied. 
He was for one prepared to argue that ail the fubftantial grounds, 
(he fpokc not of formal or technical treafon, but of that fpecics of 
moral guilt and dangerous tendency which made precaution ncccf- 
fary, and which, he believed, in the opinion of the w-orld at large, 
was as deftruftive to the State as any treafon whatever, did exift) 
were proved upon thefc trials. Whether it would be neceflary tQ 
continue the fufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus aft, he would not 
now argue, bccaufc it was not now neceflary to argue it. He 
could not, however, leave it without faying that he faw no reafon 
for abandoning the caution which the Lcgiflature had provided .-r-* 
lie muft alfo add, that }f it (hall appear after the trials of the perfons 
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charged in this indictment for high treafon, that they have not bceii~ 
fupported fo as to lead to the proof of legal guilt againllthc indivi- 
djals: but if they have been in the opinion uf the Public, guilty of 
a defign ns dangerous as any that ever were attempted, which do 
not come within the dtgiec of punUhment which the law at prefent 
provides, Parliament Vut.id then do wifely to confidcr whether 
ninic or Ids preen iti' n to [ rv wnt fuch mifeliief lliall be adopted. 
He would not antic? [.arc wL.f the decifion of the Iloufc would be 
upon fh.it iiihjvet ; nor would he now declare his own opinion on 
the hibjed. Pet he would not a. in fit the queilion to h we been de- 
rided on the Vvi: fin grounds, and particularly the high tone W'hich 
bad been ado pn d ihl » day. Tie then proceeded to julTify the oil icers 
of Chiverr.m.ui as to the length of the confinement of perfons who 
flood thawed, and contended that the y fullered no lmrdfhips to 
which tin \ wonhl i^vit have been febjeckd, under the charges cx- 
^,4$- hed ag’.dnfl them, if the l:..hcas Corpus art had never been fuf- 
p< ruled. 1 fc cl. dived, that Cloveinment were jufiified in the ac« 
cuLtiom they made again ft them on the evidence which they had 
sill opporMntfv of hearing ; they could but hear one lido, the de- 
fence was urt open to them. On what they heard, thefc perfons 
"Were commuted, iegi daily chaigul with their indirti.icnts, and 
thefc indirtinents wuc found true hills by the grand jury. No 
higher ju!]ine.uic-n could lc had, rior could there be found a more 
fatisiiictnry anfwcr to all complaints againft the proceedings adopted, 
with refpert to the perfons that had been ju;cu 'cj. Under all thefc 

circumflanecs, the? e was nothing which -could or ought to decide 
the mind of any impartial man again ft the renewal of the fufpen- 
lion of the I labels Corpus art. It was a rneafure now as much as 
ever nccefi.uy for the public fafety. Rut leaving all thefc points 
behind, there was nothing in what had been faid to-night, which 
ought to induce the I loufc not to proceed to bufinefs, on w hich the 
public attention was fixed, or to depart from the common order of 
the proceedings of the Iloufc. 

Mr. J.AMBTON conlidercd the wrdirt of a jury in acquitting 
any perfon charged with a crime conclufive evidence in juftice, in 
morals, and in common fenfe, and a complete juftification of inno- • 
cence. He had ever underlie md it as a maxim of Englifli law, 
that every perfon was to he coufidcrcd innocent till he was found 
guilty. He expreifed great indignation at fome of the dortrine he 
had heard to-night trom the miniftcrial fide of the Houfe, and de- 
clared that after what he* had- heard, he fhould not be furprized to 
hear it propofed from that quarter, that a Buflille fliould be creeled 
$n this country. 
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Mr. SHERIDAN replied fhortly to all the obfervations which 
had been made on his propofed motion. Hefaulthat the bill, the 
reading of which he oppofed, was a bill for preventing clandcftine 
outlawries. He had no objection to inch a bill ; but what he chiefly- 
had in view w as to prevent a bill for the clandcftine outlawry of the 
Habeas Corpus a cl, and the beft feeurities for the lives and liberties 
of the people. When the right honourable gentleman fpokc of the 
fufpeniinn having been voted on folcmn deliberation, he was not in 
the higheft form of memory, for it w r as hurried through the Houfc 
with unprecedented precipitation, in only two days, and without 
even the formality of a previous notice. By the trials for treafon, 
and the declaration of a learned gentleman, it appeared that there 
were at leaft tw'o culprits, vi?.. the Attorney and Solicitor General, 
who had either p ml ecu ted perfons who wvre not engaged in the fup- 
pnfed confpiraey, or neglected to bring forward the evidence. to con- 
vict them, although they were in poll! ffion of fuch evidence. 

■was under no neeeiTity of pcrlilting in his motion now ; he could 
make it at any time he pleafed. He had hinted already, that if the 
Houfc did not wifli to hear it now, he would not now peril It in it. 
The time would loon come when the fubjc&t Ihoiild be ferioufly dif- 
culied. He took therefore this opportunity of giving notice, that 
as every word he had heard from the other lido of the 1 Ioufe had con- 
firmed him in his opinion, that the fufpention of the Habeas Corpus 
aft was intended to be renewed, he fhouhl t:ihc the carlieft day he 
could to bring forward the difcuition. He was determined to allow 
no time to concert plans for exciting alarm, no time to make frefti 
falfe accufations, no time to inarlhal and arrange fpies, but to call 
at once uj on the Minifters for their reafons for continuing to deprive 
the People of this country of their dcarell rights, after every honed 
man was convinced that the whole ftory of plots and confpiracies was 
nothing but a wicked fabrication. He then took notice of the ob- 
fervations of Mr. Serjeant Adair, as to the right a Member of Par- 
liament had in that Houfc to revife the opinion of a jury. lie dif- 
fered entirely from the learned Serjeant, for he thought that Ilnufe 
was the laft place in England in which fuch a verdict fhould be ar- 
* raigned. lie took notice alfo of the obfervation of the Cnanccllor 
of the Exchequer, of the grand jury having found the bill againft 
the perfons w ; ho were tried for high treafon. That right honour- 
able gentleman had forgotten to take notice that a Secret Commit-, 
tec in that and in the other Houfc of Parliament, had previoufly 
found their bills upon the very fame fubjc&s by their reports. This, 
amongft others, was a very ftrong reafon why that Houfc lliould be 
ycry cautious in faying or doing any thing that might tend to coun- 
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teradl the impreffion, which the verdicts of acquittal had juftly made 
on the public mind ; bccaufc it would appear by their fccond inter- 
ference in this extra-judicial proceeding, as if they were endeavour- 
ing to fupport their own former dccilion, agninft the honeft opinion 
of mankind in general. He obferved alfo, that now the charge of 
high treafon, or treafimable con (piracy, w r as given up, even by the 
Minifler himfelf ; but for the purpoic of continuing the fufpenfion 
of the Habeas Corpus act, he might find it fcrviccable to Ins views 
to alledge there cxiitcJ a fpccics of minor confpiracy ; and it ought 
to be remembered, that if this minor confpiracy only had been al- 
kdged originally, the Minifler would not have been empowered by 
law' to feize the papers of the accufed party ; for nothing ftiort of a 
pofitivc charge of high treafon could havejuflified that (Icp. He 
concluded with giving notice, that he ftiould to-morrow name the 
carl ie ft day pofliblc for the difeuffion of this important fubjedt.- 
^The bill for preventing CJandcllinc Outlawries was then read. 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, he was forry to interrupt the bufinefs 
pf the day a fccond time ; but what he had now to ftatc was an 
important point of order. He thought he faw' an illuftrious (han- 
ger (Mr. Dundas) in the body of the Houfc, to whom, whatever 
might be his merits, to pay any greater degree of attention than to 
ether (hangers, was irregular. By Mr. Burke’s bill, which abo- 
lished the office of Third Secretary of State, and enabled, that if 
His Majefty, at any future period, ftiould think proper to revive 
the dike, the perfon appointed to it, if a Member of the Houfe of 
Commons, ftiould vacate his feat, he apprehended the right ho- 
nourable gcnrleman was no longer a Member. Lord Grenville, 
they all knew, was Secretary of State for the Foreign Department, 
and he wilhed to know w hether the Duke of Portland and the right 
honourable gentleman was one Secretary of State, or two Secretaries 
of State ; becaufc if they were two, he conceived that the right ho- 
nourable gentleman, from the nature of his office, muft be the 
Third Secretary of State. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he did not know why this inquiry 
had been made, unlcfs it were to throw an impediment in the way 
pf the important matters the Houfc had to difeufs. It appeared to 
him rather Angular, that Mr. Sheridan, who had given up the 
motion he propofed, on a fubjedt lie thought of the greateft import- 
ance, ftiould now come forward with another fcarccly of much left 
moment. He thought the honourable gentleman had not adted witfy 
any great degree of candour towards Mr. Dundas, in endeavouring, 
as lie had done on the former difeuffion, to inveigh and entrap him 
into*a delivery of his fenti meats in that Houfc,, and immediately tc* 
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found on that circumrtance an accufation which would fubjeft his 
right honourable friend to a penalty of 500I. IT Mr. Sheridan had 

made his motion, it would have anfwered his argument. Folr 
what would it appear that Mr. Dundas had accepted more than he 
had poflTeffed before ? He held the fame feals, and tranfa<fted the 
fame bufinefs which he had done for a confidcrable time ; the Duke 
of Portland merely bore the name of Secretary. The honourable 
gentleman had afked, Who exercifcd the new office ? To thatt 
queftion the anfwcr was extremely plain ; the natural reply to it 
was, that that perfon who laft accepted the office, was inverted With 
the new office. The honourable gentleman, he faid, when he at- 
ferted that the ad left only two departments, was not, to make ufe 
of his own expreffion, in his higheft form of memory. The fad 
was, that the home and foreign departments were entirely new ar- 
rangements, made by the Miniftry by whom that bill was parted. 
It was not a divilion of the bufinefs, for the King might fignify bi l 
pleafure to any perfon either at home or abroad, through any chan- 
nel he thought expedient. It was fully competent either to the 
Duke of Portland or Lord Grenville to convey the King’s pleafure 
to any perfon, whether in the department of which he nominally 
bore the diredion or not. The arrangements might be, and were, 
made as beft fuited the convenience of affairs, and as they w r crc beft 
calculated to produce facility and expedition into the condud of the 
public bufinefs. This he thought would be fatisfudory to every 
rcafomblc man, and would convince the Houfe that Mr. Sheridan 
had interfered upon no good grounds, and at an unfcafonable pe- 
riod. 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, it was extraordinary that an attack 
(hould be made on him for want of candour, accompanied by an 
accufation of an attempt to inveigle and entrap the honert fimplicitjr 
and innocence of the right honourable Secretary, in order to make 
him pay the fum of 500I. ; if this had been fo, he, however, thought 
Mr. Dundas fully able to pay fuch a fum out of the emoluments of 
his places, which certainly were not inconfiderablc. According to 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Duke of Portland was the 
nominal Third Secretary of State : a more refpedful mode of men- 
tioning his miniftcrial office might have been adopted by his new 
friends. What confirmed him in the opinion that Mr. Dundas 
muft be the third Secretary of State was, the right honourable gen- 
tleman’s declaration, on a former occafion, that he had accepted 
the office he then held merely as a temporary accommodation to His 
Majefty’s fcrvicc, and that he never went to bed at night, or rofs 
in the morning, without feeling that he had undertaken more btifi* 
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ncfs than he was able to perform. In confequcncc, he thought the 
great political Aleidcs had been called in from Burlington Iioufc, 
ut quiejeat Atlas . It was lamentable to fee an aft, which was 
one of the many that did honour to the political character of its au- 
thor, violated in the fpirit, if not in the letter, by thofc who had 
been the loudeft in its praife. Calling the Duke ot Portland the 
Third Secretary of State, was a mere juggle to evade the act, and 
the old ominous feals held by Lord George Gcr naine, more par- 
ticularly ominous from the funilirit) of circumftances, were rum- 
maged out. Great as his refpeft for that nobleman was, he fliould 
always lament that he had condcfeended to take them into his pof- 
feffion. 

Mr. DUNDAS rofc to correal an error of Mr. Sheridan. He 
had formerly, he fuid, complained of the great labour of his em- 
ploy, and he was now relieved, not only of the hardfliips but of 
the emoluments of his office. He enjoyed no fuch falary as had 
*Cfcn hinted. He would not. conceal any tiling that was honour- 
able for him to accept, or proper for the King to grant ; he had 
only obeyed the King's commands, and he fliould never difavow 
fuch obedience, where the Public had made any acquifition, fuch 
as he was fare they h i l made, from the transfer of the duties of 
the office to a mblcman, by whom they would be difeharged with 
the higheft integrity and ability. Mr. Sheridan, he obferved, had 
mifreprefented what Mr. Pitt fuid, as to the Duke’s bearing the 
name only of the office. Mr. Pitt had faid no fuch thing. He 
lliould not have underftood Mr. Sheridan on this fubjcct, had he 
not met with fome fuch a! lu lions in the newfpapcrs, to which he 
paid no great attention. The Duke of Portland, whom die ho- 
nourable gentleman and his friends formerly took all occalions to 
praife, was not a nominal Secretary of State, for in his office was 
Jill the bufinefs within the home department, of Great Britain, 
Ireland, and the Colonies. He thought the Duke of Portland’s 
mamc fliould have been ufed with more decorum by a perfon pro- 
feflmg to rcfpecl him. 

Mr. FOX wiflied to know which, in faft, was the third Se- 
cretary ; for though he did not think the letter of the law reached the 
cafe, yet he was convinced that the fpirit of it had been invaded.' 
It had been faid that the la(t appointed was of courfe the third Se- 
cretary ; this was a curious aflertion, and led to an abfurd conclu- 
sion ; for on this ground every perfon, whatever powers might be 
eritrufted to him, who Jaft came into office, was to be confidercd as 
the third Secretary, as deferibed in the bill. Did the Minifters 
mean to reduce the bill to this ? (he thought he could venture to 




afk the noble Duke himfelf, and be fure of his anfwdr) tW 
might be three Secretaries of State, confiftently With the jsipdpfefc 
of the a&, while any one of them had not a feat in the H<pfe of 
Commons ; this was an abfurdity that no man could Advance*' Jft 
was incumbent on thofe who thought that that a<ft was an hoftot^f! 
to thofe who propofed and fupported it, to confider whether feipe« 
thing fhould not be dpne to prevent its becoming nugatoiy and ufet 
lefs. He was forry to fee the Duke of Portland, of whom 
fliould never fpcak but in terms that became the refpfcdMie felt fiofln 
long political ccnncftion and private friendrtiip, accepting aft o ffic« 
which he himfelf lud formerly thought ought to be abolilhed*, 

Mr. Chmeellor PUT laid, there were not more' offices no# 
more fabrics thin bcfoie the Duke of Portland had the namfe #h| 
the power of a Secret ir} of State. 

Mr. I OX afkcd if there were not, in the third office, an Urtddi 
Secretary and Clerks , and, whether they had any falaries? 

Mr. SPEAKER rcpoited, that the Iloufe hid attended Hit 
Mijcft) in the Houfe of Peers, where His Majeft) was pleafed to 
imkc a moft gracious fpccch from the throne to both Houles of 
Parliament, of which, Mz. Speaker faid, lie had, to prevent mis- 
takes, obt lined a copy, which he read to the Iloufe, and .is as felk 
loweth, v'u. 


My Lords, and Gentlemen, 

Aftei the untfot m expet ience which I have had of your zeakus re* 
gard for the intenfis of my Pi 'pie , it is a great fatisfa&iott to me tv 
recut to your advice and affiance y at a period which calls for the full 
exertion of your energy and uoijdom . 

Notwitbjlauding the df appoint merits and reverfes which we have tx~ 
perunced in the courfe of the lajl campaign , I retain a firm conviBip/t^ 
of the neuffity fpetjijhng in a vigorous profecution of the juft uhdntfr i 
cefjary war in which wc are engaged. 

You willy I am confident] agree with mty that it is only frosty 
nefs and perfiverance that we can hope for the reftortotion of pe&e 
fafe and honourable grounds , and for the preferpatim and perm&QcnP * 
fecunty of our dearejl interefts . 

In confidenng the fituation of our eturmet f ftu will net foil to ob* 
fervey that the efforts which have led to their ft&cejfity and foe 
ampled means by which alone thofe efforts could have bemfupperf$d g k&fy 
produced among themfelves the pemicims ejffeth which 
petted; and that every thing which has p<0di$ thei^fp&rtff j«| 
country y has Jhewn the progrefj&e and' rapid d&dtff 
and the infiability of every part of that ^viobeid 
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lyhich is equally ruinous to France and incompatible with the tranquil- 
lity of ether nations . 

The States General of the United Provinces have neverthelefs been 


i h[d y by a Jenfe of prejent difficulties, to enter into negotiations for peace 
with the patty now prevailing in that unhappy country . No ijlabltjbed 

Government or independent State can, under the prefent circumjlances , 
derive real fecurity ft otn fitch negotiations : on our party they could not 
h at tempt 1 d, without facrificing both our honour and fafety to an enemy 
whofe thief aninvftty is avowedly directed again ft thefe kingdoms 
/ have therefore continued to life the tnoji effectual weans for the fur- 
ther augmentation of my forces; and I Jh all omit 'no oppun unity of con- 
certing the operations of the next campaign with fuch of the Powers of 
Europe as are impreffed with the fame fenfe of the nccefftty of vigour and 
exertion. / place the fulleji reliance on the valour of wy force j, and on 
the afftftion and public fpirit of my peoplc 9 in whofc bthalf I am con - 
«m fading, and whofc fafety and happinefs are the objefts of my conjlant 
folicitude . 

The hcaLimportance of Corfica, and the fpirited efforts of its inha- 
bitants to deliver themfelves from the yoke cf France, determined me not 
to withhold the pioteftion which they fought for; and I havi Juice ac- 
cepted the a own and fovereignty of that country , according to an in- 
Jirumenty a copy of which I have din Bed to be laid before you. 

I have great pleafuie in informing you, that I have concluded a 
treaty of amity , commerce , and navigation , with the United States of 
America, in which it has been my objeft to remrue , as far as pofiiblc, 
all ground \ of jeahufy and mij underfunding, and to improve an inter- 
com fe beneficial to both countries. As foon as the, ratifications fhallhave 
been exchanged, I will dire ft a copy of this treaty to be laid before you f 
Jn order that you may confider of the propriety of making fuck provifions 
as may appear neceffary for carrying it into effect. 

I have the greatef fatisfaftion in announcing to you the happy event 


if the condufion of a treaty for the marriage of my fm the Prince of 
T Wdea with the Princef Caroline, daughter cf the Duke of Brunf- 
wlcK : the confant proofs of your afftftion for my perfon and family y 
perfuad* me, that you will participate in the Jentiments / feel on an ot- 
tafion fih^interefing to my domefic happinefs, and that you will enable 
m to prwifm for fueh an efiablijhment , as you may think fuit- 

si*"# t rank and dignity of the heir apparent to the crown of thefe 


men of theHoufe of Commons! 

k^^^^tkratioiqt which prove the neeejfiiy of a vigorous profecution 
? dsubt not, induce you to make a timely and ample 
branches of the public fervice, the efimates for 
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which / have directed to he hid before you . WhiU / 

eejjity of large additional burdens on my JubjeSls, it is ajufl*coiif$htUf* 
and fatisf action to me to obferve the Jhte of our credit , commerce; met 
refoutces , which is the natural ref alt Gf the continued ever /ions of fit* 
dujlry, undet tht pretention of a free and well-regulated Government • 


My Lords, and Gentlemen, 

A juft fenfe if the bLJjings now fo long enjoyed by this country will, 

I am perfuaded, encourage you to niake ezery effort % u hich can enable 
you to ttanfmit thofe blef/ingt unimpaired to ycur pojlfrity. ' ' 

I entertain a 1 mfidtnt hope that , under the protection of Provident*, 
and with con fluruy and pe tj eve ranee on our party the principles of facial 
order y morality, ami 7 it gion, will ultimately be fuccejful; and that my 
faithful People will find their prefent exertions and Jit ri fee { rewar $ jj f % 
by the feeme and permanent enjoyment of tranqufyty at home, and by 
the deliverance of Europe from the grcate/l danger until which it has 
been threatened Jtnce the ejlablifhment of civilized fcciety. 

Sir EDWARD KNATCHBULL, in riling to move the Ad~ 
drefs, exprcflcl much diffidence, and could have wifhed that {he 


important talk had fallen to others. I fe hoped, however, for the 
indulgence of the Iloufe while he recapitulated the heads of His Ma* 
jefty’b fpcech, as containing the grounds of the Addrcfs which he 
meant to propofc, and which he flattered himfelf could not fail of 
meeting with general concurrence. He declaimed all intention of 
entering into the particulars of the lad unfortunate campaign, (un- 
fortunate he was judifled in calling it, from the fpcech delivered 
from the Throne.) Adminiftration, undoubtedly, w r as rcfponfibltf 
for all the mcafurcs that liad been adopted during the prefent w*{\ 
lie meant not to throw the flighted blame upon Government \ he 
did not believe that the ill fucccfs originated with them, and 


was no doubt but they would be able to give complete fatisfa^fen 
on this bufinefs. It appearec^ from His Majefty’s fpeech, tl&t 
States General had entered into a negotiation of peace., With r 
French. As that negotiation was now? depending. Sir «EdWadl, 
thought it would be improper to make any comments Upon Jjt**-*' 
He regretted much, that all idea of peace under 
fafety and honour -to the country, was at present hopdfoik * * * 

continuation of the war with increased vigour and a 6 Uvify 
therefore, the only objeft to whkh,<tar attention ffipui d 
However attxious all parties mlpbt be for a £eace, v it 
proper to neg<ciatc oh any terms, that would 
rity of this nation, and the fefet v o f 



to 


PARLIAMENTARY 


A. i794t 


manly and honeft manner, his fcntimcnts on the ftate of affairs. 
3n contemplating which, it afforded him much confolation to compare 
the refources of this country with thofc of France. Ours were 
frefti and not fully brought into afl ion ; tin irs rapidly expending 
*<hemfelves and nearly exhaufled. With us trade and commerce 
flourifhed ; with tliem they were totally extinft. In the prefent 
emergency he called carncftly on every honoft man to ftep forward 
and join hand, heart, and purfc, in the glorioir caufc in which wc 
were engaged. Let this be done, and Old England had nothing 
yet to fear, but every thing to hope. He then adverted to the ac- 
quifition of Corlica; he fhould not now difeufs how far, from it* 
local fituation, it might be of importance to this country , that mull 
fcfterwartls be determined by cireumftanccs ; but the btaverv of the 
troops employed in that quarter certainly merited the public grati- 
tude, and the fpirit which the inhabitant'! had (hewn in refilling 
the fyftcm of French tyranny, entitled them to the protection of 
the Britifh Sovereign. The treaty with America, and the mariiagc 
of his Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales, were ol juts he could 
Jiot for a moment doubt of the moft warm and general approbation. 
The pne could not fiil in its confcqucnccs to be highly beneficial to 
this country ; and with icfped to the other, every good fubjeCt mull 
participate in the joy which His Majefty feils on an oeciuon fo in- 
terefting to his domeftic happinefs. In this view of the ildjcft, lie 
thought it unneccffary to add more, and concluded by nivingan 
humble Addrefs to His Majefty, echoing, as ufual, the language 
and fentiments of his fpccch. 

Mr. CANNING laid, that the embarraffment with which he 
* Tofc, was pirtly done away by the hope which he entertained that 
the Addrefs would meet with the unanimous concur: erne ot the 


Houfe. Upon fome of the fubje&s there would bo no Jlifeienot of 
opinion at all. Tilt* treaty with America, and the objects Lino . vd 
in that treaty, mull give great fatisfatlion to every one . md die 
tjreaty of marriage for the Prince of Wales would be no Ids inriq'ac- 


tory to their feelings, than the former to their judgement. It would 
therefore he a wafte of their time to fay any thing more on thofc fub<- 

K h, on the other material points, more difference of opi- 
eafonably be expefled, he was yet willing to hope that 
would not meet with oppofition. He grounded this 
firm convlftion, that as he might fairly give to thofc 
bo fhould differ With him in opinion, and mighr fairly 
5 with whom he fhould agree, the credit of afting folely 
it of their country ; and as both fidcs of the Houfe, 
Jft finally atudo^for M honourable and jermanen^ 
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peace, and the only difference of opinion fubfifting between 
would be found to be as to the time at which fuch a peace wouldi jbe. 
practicable ;.fo that as’ to the mode of procuring it, whenever it (houldijp 
to be procured, he trufted every gentleman would agree with him* that 
the bed and fureft mode would be the unanimity of this night’s de- 
cifion. But if on thefe grounds he looked for the confent and, agree- 
ment of the whole Houfe, he confeffed there were others on which 
lie was {anguine enough to prefume lie could not fail of the concur- 
rence of a very large majority . 

He hoped he fhoulj] not be thought too fnnguinc in prcfuminglb 
fir, when he referred to the recorded proceedings of that Houfe, and 
called upon fuch gentlemen, if any fuch there were, as had hitherto 
foJcmnly and repeatedly fan&ioned with their votes the profccution 
of the war, and now meant to eppofe them, to ftatefomc circuits 
fiances which would make it proper to alter their refolutions, 
to (hew that it was more practicable at this moment to procure a 
pence on honourable grounds, than at the time when they came to 
their dcti?min.ii*on to carry on the war. It did not appear to him 
that peccc could be obtained at this time, either with fafety or ho- 
nour, and he challenged tliofc w ho were of a contrary opinion, to 
come forward and fhew how it was at this time more practicable or ' 
feeure than at the period of the lafi fefliun wlicn it was fo univerfally 
rejected as a dee. itjul and impolitic purfuit, both by the Houfe and 
the country at large. He admitted that the Houfe met under cir- 
cumfianccs fomewkat different from tliofc under which they parted, 
lie was ready to allow, what was tinted in an open and manly man- 
ner in the Speech, that confidcrable reverfes and d! {appointment* 
had been encountered in the campaign, fuch indeed as no one could 
have turofeen ; but we were not therefore to be fo caft down, as to 
relinquilh all farther endeavours. We were not to look for thQ , 
caufe in any circumfranc© which could attach any culpability or 
fhame to us, but partly to the dcrciiAion of our allies, j^hether 
proceeding from neceflity or treachery he could not difeufs, arid , 
partly to the unparalelled exertions of the , enemy. A great cOiifo- 
lation he derived from an examination into the caufcs of that prodi- 
gious exertion, from which he thought compenfatiou would be at- 
tained for our Ioffes and difappointments, as our enemy, in 
-iug them, had fo far exhaufted her rcfources, that at prefect flte 
was to bc*regarded in a ftate of comparative debility. He.ifes^I 
not be furprifed to hear perfons, who were in the habit of cb^iiag 
from tbofe who wefe of the fame opinioiv^with himfelf tl . tjiat 
was the fault of thqfe yho had the condto6t of affairs* arid:StJpytJt\; 
y-ould not have happer^dUf 
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^ifc an 9 prudent men. It was moft true that fuch predictions had 
fiecn verified ; but he could not fail to obferve that it was not diffi- 
cult to predict evil. Pcrfons who were in the habit of foretelling 
djfaftcrs, knew that if their predictions turned out falfe, they, in 
/jfommon with otlier good fubjeds, they, in common with all their 
"countrymen, ihould rejoice at the event ; blit if true— he meant no 
imputation upon the. gentlemen oppnfitc, for he believed it was in 
human nature irfelf that they fhould have a pride in their own fa- 
gacity, which afforded them form: gloomy fatisfadlion fo the? midft 
if thofc misfortunes which affeded them in common with the reft 


of the people. 13 ut if prophetic veracity was of confcqucncc, the 
miniftefial fide of the Houfc might alfo boaft of it. Here it was 
foretold that the felf-callcd immortal Republic of France would fall 
under the individual dcfpotifm of one man. It had done fo. Ro- 
HBcrfpicrrc had ufurped the moft dcfpotic power ; he had ere&ed the 
moft fanguinary and atrocious tyranny that had ever reared its head 
in the world ; a tyranny unparalclled in its ftrength, and unequalled 
in enormity ; one hand grafping the property of every order of men, 
and the Other fhedding the blood of innocent and dcfcncelefs per- 
fons. Again, in the zenith of his power, we pronounced it preca- 
rious and.tranfitory. What has been the fadt ? That coloffal fyfa 
tem of arbitrary and bloody empire, whofe enormous ftrength fcein- 
cd at one time to have cruthcd all refiftanee, and to have fwept from 
before it, with u bare-faccd power,” every thing which could check 
or oppofc it, conformably to our predictions, that fyftcm has been 
overthrown. Conformably to our predictions, Jacobinifm, which 
had been fairly conlidered as the very nerves and arteries of the Re- 
public, as the fprings which combined and connected the whole 
the channel which propagated feeling, and communicated 
motion tothe fartheft extremities of the country, Jacobinifm too is 
.Hfllcu* True, it is fallen ; but till it is utterly deftroyed, who 
ffialHnfure us that it will not return again ? Under the Moderates 


' (moderate only to tfyofe who are mpre villanous) nothing more is to 
fcb relied upon. All the malignant defires of their predeceflbrs they 
Wlaln#)’ their power only is wanting. t , In calculating that power , 1 
t0 * c * r > arrrt y v bccaufe the army,, it is clear from ex- 
have no principle ; they follow and lqok up to thofe who 
fupport them. Under Dumourier they were Royalrfts ; 

afterwards the wildeft excefles of Jacobinifm, and are 
jfwSftr equal docility to the pafliqg fubjedfon of the Mode- 
ppwer of $is army is tremendous ; but not fo for its 
form of its Givhnmeht. In looking to the re- 
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counts ; and he found matter of great confblation in oWeping the 
ncccflaiy decay in their interior refources, He ftated -a Rqpofc,fl| 
Cambon’s, which eftablilhed his alfertion. This Report compute^ 
their cxpences, fince they have been at war with us, at three hud* , 
dred and thirty millions, above one hundred and lixty millions a 
year. And how was this fum adequate to the expence 1 ^By till 
mod defpotic exercife of power, aflignats were raifed much abovf 
their value; provifions funk much below theirs; but, if by-ccs,, 
dent or force this power fail, how incalculable is the dilemma and 
expcncc ! When the fyftem of terror is fhaken, all ftgls. Who 
can doubt, then, but in the quick fucccffion of changes, rite vaunt" 
ed Moderates will fall ; and who will contend that they can have the 
fame refources as their predcceflfors, feeing that they profefs to give 
up the fyftem of terror, by which alone thofe refources woe 'pro- 
cured, unlcfs h'c lhall be at the fame time prepared to digue, that 
the fuperftructurc becomes ftrong in proportion as the foundation 
taken away ? And who (hall perfuade us, that in fuch a foliation 
they can continue to make exertions equal to thofe hitherto made* 
unlefs he is prepared to prove that an equal expenditure can be main- 
tained with diminijhed refources ? But it is in power alonp that Mo- 
di ratifm differs from Jacobinifm ; its virulence remains unimpaired,' 
If it were poflible, Sir, that the events of the whole revolution of 
France could be blotted from the page of hiftory, excepting thole 
only which have takeft place fince the eftablilhmcnt &f what is called 
moderation in that country, and that they were to go down to pof- 
terity, with no other comment of the hiftotian than limply, “ This , 
was termed thiir moderate fyftem,” what an opinion would after 
ages form ! (nut an adequate one, I admit, for human im agination- 
might be defied to invent fuch horrors as have actually been ptaC- 
tifed) But good God ! Sir, what an opinion muft they form of the 
trania&ions of the preceding periods, in companion with which t he, 
fyftem now cxifting could be defined,* mercy and moderation 1 . , j 

Butfuppofing I were teady to allow, that any material differeftc# 
exifts between the character of the prefent rulers in France and' that! 
of their predeceffors— admitting, for the argument’s fake, that, 
whqn I look towards Paris, I do not at prefent difcover them thofi? 
Ycencs of atrocity from which ttoelve months ago my eyes revqlt^d * 
with horror and indignation ; that irtftead of carrying on as hereto* 
fore their commerce of murder anti profeription, I tinti tile 1 4 m$ 4&* 
rates* of the prefent day pc&ipied in the comparatively inraxseyrtj y^ 
ployment of adjufting their accounts, qnd ftxiking the bafyha ww f 
ding their partnerfhip account of bltiod, and afcribing- £$ t 
vidual his particular (hare of the guilt, Granting 
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ifapces, it might be afkcd, why not practicable to conclude a peace 
on jw>nourable *terms with the prefent rulers ? or at leaft, why not 
snake the attempt, and inquire what terms wc are likely to obtain ? 
Becaufe the one is impoffible, the other unncceflary. It is impof- 
fible to look for afafe and honourable peace from Moderation, any 
more than from Jacobinifm, until wc Hull have been convinced that 
It is not only more mild, but moie ftablc , that it at once holds out 
the probability of tranquillity abroad, and of permanency at home. 
And even if thefe cluraftcri flics were difcovci^Mc in it, (which tint 
they are no% every man muft fee who looks at the of the coun- 

ty at the divifions of the Convention, at tlv* fpccelies of their po- 
litical leaders, which indicate fo ftronglv the continuance of their 
malignant difpofition tow aids furroundmg nations, and the ex- 
hauftion of their means, which demonstrate. s the inftability of their 
jr prefent Government) even then it would be lefs nictffary now than 
to humiliate ourfelves fo far as to demand of them what teims 


of peace they may be difpofed to grmt us , bcciufc w c fhall fpccdily 
have an opportunity of judging of them more ccrtainl) than from any 
declarations which ihey might held out to us, and of arguing the 
terms which wc might ctfpedt to obtain, iroin thofc which are ob- 
tained from them b) other nations. 

Holland, as His Mnjcfty’s fpctch informs us, is at this moment 
negotiating a feparate peace ; how wifely, how juftly, or how fuc- 
cefcfully, it is not our bulinefs to argue. If wc conlidcrcd the de- 
bates and decrees of the Convention, we fhould find they *had di- 
vided thpir enemies into thofc who had piovoked the war, and thofe 
Who had been forced into it ; two cl ail! s of which wq rank under the 
moft aggravated, Holland under the leaf!. This Power is now fo- 
Itdttog peace , let us therefore fee what will be the iflue. The 


moft determined advocates for peace had gone no farther in their ex- 
pectations than to the ft at us quo ante bulunu Now fuppofing Hol- 
land, under all the circumftances which opeiate in its favour, as a 
Power whom t^cy confider as having been forced againft her w ill 
l&dfaoftilttics, as being the firft to alk for a ccfTation of them, and 
that Nation whom, of all others, they were inoft anxious 
detach from our alliance if Holland obtains a fat us quo , can it 

B ly expected that wc, who have no fuch favourable cir- 
# * n our fituation, we, *to whom they aflign the foremoft 
ir enmity and hatred, (hall be treated w r ith equal advan* 
feik it can hardly be imagined. But even fuppofing this 
ife, fupppfing Holland could obtain the flatus quo, im- 
tt was, and fetting out of the queftion the almQft im- 
f <m obtaining any terms equal to theirs j yet, if it were 
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poflible wc ought not to accept peace on fuch grounds. Holland, 
let it be recollected, has not conquered any territory, nor has (he 
received many emigrants : but (hall we, admitting France would 
treat with us in the fame degree, rclinquilh all our conquefts, and 
' confign the objects of charity, and honourable confidence, to that 
vengeance from which they feck refuge ? The aequifition9 which 
we have made, confidcring them only in a commercial point of 
view, as an indemnity for the cxpcnces, which the vrarhas obliged 
us to incur, nobody would w illingly abandon ; but when to thisdn- 
terefted and cold-blooded way of (fating the fubjeft, is added the 
confidcration of the thoufands who have fled to us from their fan- 
guinary tyrants, furely there is no human mind that can for a mo- 
ment entertain the idea of giving them up, without ncceflity. Let 
gentlemen only recolledt what their own feelings have been, which- 
ever, in the courfc of this ldft campaign, it has unfortunately hap- 
pened that the emigrants have been furrendcred ; let them recoiled 
whether the firft queftion that they have afked, upon fuch an evenV 
has not uniformly been, Was there an urgent and inevitable nccefftty 
for doing this ? And what, if the queftion could be anfwcrcd in thtf 
negative, what have been the feelings of glowing indignation that 
arofe in their breads againft the bafe and cowardly treachciy of fuch • 
an abandonment ? Apply this to your country. Will you agree that 
(he (hall incur the difgrace of a proceeding fo foreign to every fenti- 
ment of human honour, and human feeling ? Will you agree, with- 
out a nedjjity fo paramount, fo overbearing, as neither to be avoid- 
ed nor re lifted, to yield up to thefe fa v age profelytes of mercy and 
moderation, the throats of all thofc confiding iuppliants who are 
clinging round your knees for protection ? Sir, it cannot be. 

The next argument againft peace, was its infccuiity ; it would 
be, from their character, the mere name of peace, not a wholefome 
and refrefhing repofe, but a feverifh and troubled (lumber, from 
which w'c (hould foon be roufed to new horrors and frefli infults. — - 
What are the bleflings of peace, which make it fo advantageous and 
fo defireablc ? To which is it owing, that at the very mention of 
the name of peace, there is a fentiment in every man's bofom that 
feels, as it were, an echo that returns it ? What, but that it implies 
tranquil and fecure enjoyment of our homes ? What, but that it. 
may reftore our feamen and our feldiers, who have been fighting to 
preferve our homes, to a (hare of that tranquillity and fecurity 
What, but that it leflens the exgences, and alleviates the burdens, 
of the people ? What, but that it explores fome new channel of 
cdmmercial intcrcourfc, or re-opens fome one that war had (hut up $ < 
What, but that it renews (We broken link of amity, or « 
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Iicw attachment between nations, and foftens the afperities of hof- 
tility and hatred into kindncfs and' conciliation, and reciprocal good 
will,? And which of all thefe bleflings could we hope to obtain by st 
peace, under the prefentcircumftances, with France ? Not kindncfs 
and conciliation, moft affurcdly ; not a renewal of focial harmony 
or commercial intcrcourfe ; Hill lefs could we venture to reftore to 
tiie loom or to the plough the brave men who have fought our 
battles \ for who could fay how foon fome frefh Government might 
ftart up in France, which might feci it their inclination and their 
intcrcft, as in all probability it would be, to renew hoftilitics r The 
Utmoft, therefore, that we could hope to obtain, would be a (hart. 


delufive, timid, and fufpicious interval of armiftice, without any 
material diminution of expenditure ; without fecurity at home, or 
a chance of purehafing it by exertions abroad ; without any of the 
eflential bleflings of peace, or any of the poffible advantages of war : 
a ftate of doubt and preparation, fuch as would retain in itfclf all tho 
JWufcs of jealoufy to other States, which, in the ufual courfe of 
things, produce remonftrancc and inquiry, and if they are anfwered 
unfatisfaflorily, war. The only other alternative is, that in ftupid con- 
fidence we (hould unarm, and unpreparc ourfelves, a helplefs prey 
to the firft renewed attack of our enemy ; furc to meet the occaiion 
when it (hould arife, under every poffible difad vantage, having un- 
ferewed and let down from the pitch to which we have raifed them, 
the great machines of our defence, our army and our navy, and 
Jiopelefs of being able to raife them again, by any exertions or any 
expence, to fuch a height as would be calculated to rclift the unre- 
cnitted and unrelaxcd efforts of our enemy. They might be a(ked, 
how iong they meant to go on ? He faid, that it was not poffible to 
ibrefee cireumftances, or calculate the difallcrs that might make it 
necelfary to enter into a ncgociation. The queftion now was, would 
they flop now ? No poffible combination of reafon, no calculation 


could (hew there was any neeeffity now of fubmitting to a bafe com-« 
promife and dereliction of their principles. We were more parti- 
, cularly called on to profccute the war^ becaufe it was to us that all 
Europe looked for fupport, and if we fall, they fall with us. 

If I am afked what probable good effefts we might expeft from 
a continuance of the war, I anfwer, that, calculating from paft 
experience, I look for the delapid&'tion and decay of th zprejent Go- 
;#erfj|ptcnt in France, as certainly, as it is certain that every other 
cre&ed in that country fince the revolution, has 
mor * or W* rapidly, before it. This effeft I think de- 


I* is perpetually irifinuated, from any tafte or pre- 
« that form 0/ Government in France, but becaufe 
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I would have their Government, whatever it may be, ftrong and 
folid at home, that it may be fafe for ofticr nations ; and I confidcr 
the continuance of our exertions as requifite to this end ; not from 
any hope or wi(h, that we may conquer France by our arms, but 
becaufe if an argument, which has been much and often ufed on 
the other fide of the Houfe, be t/ue , that our hoftility has in faft 
been the principal caufe of all the changes and con vulfions' that have 
torn the interior of France, and if it be true alfo that Kloderatifra 
be fo much better than Jacobtnifm, then we have to congratulate 
0111 ft Ives on having worked one good change, and may hope by 
pcrfcvetancc to tffedt one fiill more dtfirablc. 

If it wa* our hoftility that excited and coniolidated the enormous 
tyranm of Roberfpierre, It t usarrogitc at leaft the nitural conclu- 
fion, that it was our hoftility too that dcftiojcd it. If we, by at- 
tacking France, created the monfterof Jacobinifm, it is not fairly 
to be denied, that the eontmu rice of our attacks alfo deftroyed it. 
And if all this be fo, the conclufion tint natuiallv followed it was, 
that we had pioducui the alteration from jiiobintlm to moderatifm, 
and therefore we miglit finally bring the country to a piopcr form of 
Government ; not in the view of conqrcft, or of impofingour own 
choice on them, but in forcing them, it you will, fin illy tochufe 
fuch a one, as fh ill ftcurc thi ir ow n h ippinefs, and our lafety. If 
I am afked, what are the means on which I rely for bringing this 
about, I anfwcr, on tint and on our fin ngth ; their weak- 

nefsy which is to be looked for not in their armies, but in the rc- 
fources , which have fupported thofe armies, now in rapid decay ; 
in the exhauftion of their country , and in the diftra&ions and dif- 
contcnts of its inhabit mts ; out fh ength, w hich is to be calculated 
not from the proccfs of our arms, but fiom the flouriftiing ftatc of 
the kingdom , from the fpirit which w r e bear, and the vigorous ca- 
pacifies which we pofttfs for exertion ; from our rcfourccs, not only 
unexhaufted, but as yet comparatively almoft untouched, from the 
unabating confidence and loyalty of the people ; and the unalterable 
juftice of our caufc. Imprefled with thefe fentiments, and confi- 
dent in thtfe hopes, I think I cannot better difcharge my duty to 
i^y country, or better confult die advantage of all Europe, and of 
the civilized world, than by fcconding the motion for the Addrefs. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE began by obferving, that he felt, in Its 
Ju II Torce, an obfervation made by the honourable mover of did 
Addrefs, that this was a time when it became every man who 
wifticd well to his country moft ferioufly to confider what meaftfrfes 
it was proper to purfuc. For his own part, he declared, had \ 
been long and anxioufly deliberating on t be prefent ftate 
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afiairs; this was a crifis \vhercin there was much to be urged on 
• both fidcs, and all perhaps that was left us was, a choice of evils ; 
he would faith declare that his mind had been for tome time in 
fufpcnfc, but after adjufting the refpedive claims of conflicting ar- 
guments, and hoiuilly and impartially afligniug its due weight to 
each, he was equally bound to declare, that he had at length a de- 
cided opinion to which fcalc he muft affign the preponderance. lie 
rofe, therefore, to perform a painful ad of duty, in e\ prefling his 
diffent from the Addrefs which had been juft mov*J to them, and 
thus mtnifcfting, on this one important occafion, a diiKi nee with 
thofc with whom it had been the hapjinefs of his political life fo 
generally to ague. It was his firm belief, on a muft mirure and 
delibciatc review of all the cireumltaoot^ of our prefent fituation, 
that peace wms now detirablc, it it could be effected on terms con- 
fident with our honour and our intuvlls. 

But though fuch was his clear opinion, he fhould moft likely 
have thought it heft not to interiupt the unmimitv of th it day’s 
proceedings, if the Addrefs had been couched in terms at all mo- 
derate or pacific, but its langmge was of .1 quite conttaiy chandler, 
and he thought no one could adopt it who was not prepired to fay 
that Great Britain ought never to treat with France rill a counter- 
revolution fhould be effefted , ho, at haft, could not concede that 
the Addrefs could be pioperly underftood in any other fenfe 1 , and 
thciefore in no other could he agru. to it , thinking, then, as he 
did, that the war ought no longer to be pi ofc cured for the fake of 
eflediing a counter-i evolution, he felt liimfelf compelled, however 
relu&anrly, to ftep forward and dcdaie his opinion. 

In aligning the reafons on which this (pinion was grounded, it 
was natural 101 him to begin by advening to fomething which had 
fallen from his honourable friend in fcconding the Addrefs, who 
had appealed to the confiftcncy of all thofc who had fuppoitcd the 
war laft year, uiging, that there had been no change of circurn- 
ftances ft nee that time, aud that therefore their fentiments muft re- 


main unaltered. On the contrary, many, and thofc moft impor- 
tant changes, appeared to him to have taken place ; firft, the Ja- 
cobin Clubs had been deftfoyed ; was that nothing ? Where tUn 
wa$ the propriety of the language which had been fo often uted on 
that fubjefi, and of the eloquent terms in which his honourable 
friend had himfelf that very day deferibed them, as conftitu*Lg t the 
jjufts and arteries by which the circulation was maintained through- 
out the whole of the body politic of the French Republic ? Members 
of the Convention had been lately executed for cruelties committed 


jHhe provinces ; ojhcr fymptoms of moderation had appeared, and 
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though he mud not haftily infer that thefe things proceeded from the 
purity of die perfons who were now in power, yet one might perhaps 
argue from them what it was conceived would be the language and 
conduct moft likely to recommend a party to the public favour. 

Another grind difference of circumftanccs was, that at the be- 
ginning of laid year we were connected with a large and powerful 
confederacy ; one of its members had long ccnfcd to afford us any’ 
active atfiftancc ; an uher, we had been this day informed by His 
]\Li jetty, was at this very time negotiating for peace; it was noto- 
rious that many members of the Get manic Body had been endea- 
vouiing to withdraw the Empire from the combination, and we 
Lid reifon to believe that Auftria would not be able to continue 
the war without the fupport of our credit , was all this nothing? 
Did it not fhew the probability of our being left to maintain the 
ftriiL T jJ'‘ hv ourfclvcsr 

lie woud aifign fomc other moft impoitant differences, which * 
lie wifhco gentlemen to c» »n!i ler, with a reference to the reafons 
which ha 1 toimuly dc f irpiin*.d us to go on with the war. Gen- 
tlemen would remcmbti, that the defence of Holland was ortc 
grand object with u> ; Hollind was now providing for her own 
fafitv h\ negociation. We, formerly, had been juftly alarmed by 
the dread of French opinions in this country ; this danger, he now 
hoped, was greatly lclfcnod, and in two ways; firft, he could not 
but believe that the nation in general muft now have had time to 
fee the pernicious ctfaYs of tliofe baneful principles, by the fpecious 
appearance of winch, many even well-intentioned men had been at p 
firft beguiled ; they muft now know the true charadtcrs of that de- 
teihble and dtilrudivc fyftem, that it was hoftile to all property, 
to all pcribnil fecurhy and domtftic comfort ; that it was not only 
the wealrhy and the noble that bccime its vidlims ; as there was 
nothing which could refill by its greatnefs, fo there was nothing 
which could efcapc by its infignifieancc. After enlarging a little 
on this topic, and again cxprelfing his hope that all good men were 
at length undeceived with regard to the effects of French principles, 
he added (alluding to the volunteer corps) that the nation had now t 
armejl in its own defence, and that he placed great reliance on the . 
nQeans Which had been fo opportunely taken for" the maintenance of 
our internal tranquillity. This change of rfrcumftanccs made him 
^jubich lefs apprehenfive of what might follow from peace with 
France, than he had been formerly, when our enemy might haver . 
attempted, with too little refiftancc, and too much fqcoefs, to dlfiofe * 
her pernicious principles, and foment our internal difeontents* 

Again, he could by no means agree with the honourable fecopdet* j ^ 
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that it was nothing that we had had fo unfuccelsful a campaign ; 
more particularly when he adverted to what the honourable gentle- 
man added, that this did not feem imputable to any want of bra-' 
very or military fkill : what had been found beyond our ftrength 
when the confederacy had been in full vigour, was it reafonablc to 
cxpcdl to cffcdl when it was fo greatly weakened. 

But he withed particularly to obferve, how much all the preced- 
ing remarks bore on that great queftion, the probability of a coun- 
ter-revolution in France ; an event which, though he had not been 
fo fanguine as Ibme others as to the probability of effecting if, had 
been, he frankly owned, the objedt of his moft ardent willies, as 
being that which would be moft for our own feeurity, and no lefs 
for the happinefs of France licrfelf. For his own part, indeed, if 
he were difpofed to fpeculate, lie fhould fay, that, for a time at 
leaft, and on fomc accounts, he fliould with to fee the American 
'Conftitutioiveftablilhed in France, in preference to any other; be- 
caufe, poffefling many advantages of a mixed monarchy, it would 
'not be fo likely to call into action old prejudices and refentments. 
But to return to the queftion lie was treating of, namely, tljf pro- 
bability of a counter-revolution. When fo great a combination of 
furrounding powxrs was preparing to attack them on all fi Jcs, then 
if ever by means of war, it might have been expected this object 
would be obtained, it might have been hoped that the Republicans 
would be intimidated, that the Royal ids would be encouraged to 
eome forward and aflert their, ow n caufe, that the neutral and waver- 
ing would be fixed. But how different had been the iftuc, and what 
jrnuft be the effects actually produced on the minds of thefc feveral 
deferiptions of perfons. This great confederacy inuft have now 
.ccafcd to excite terror on the one hand, and to infufe hope and 
comfort on the other ; at the beginning of lift year, we had been 
told that bcfidcs a powerful army of infurgents in La Vendee, in- 
tfurrcdlions had appeared in forty-three different places in France ; 
all thefe had been fuppreffed, w'hilft the fame time the French 
|)ad| on every hand, repelled the attacks of their invading ene- 
ptes : bj^jgranting that our arms might be more fuccefsful in the 
pextcaq|^ign, yet W’ould not pall experience render the French' 
.mjft-contents juftly apprehenfive that though we had been ablfc to 
rjgjfe a mound, as it Were, againft the fwelling tide, and ever* to 
|re^fVcr. diftri&s which had been overflowed by it; yet, that 

year, the armies of the Convention, like the returning of 
'[mk bcean, might fwepp away all before them, and again rc-occupy 
.the ifouhtrips of which they had been difpoffefled i It was, indeed, 
; ;|||' mind, % moft important confideration, and one from which 



♦ DEBATES.' 


A. 1794* 


S*, 


it was altogether aftonifhifcg to him that a directly contrary inference 
had been drawn from that which it appeared, to him to warrant, that 
in all their many armies there had been no figns whatever of difaffe&ion 
or difeontent ; the Convention feemed the great ctntcr to which they 
all gravitated , and fo long as this txifted, they feemed to care little 
what individuals might hold the reins of Government ; this looked 
but too much like a rooted attachment to a Republican form, and 
produced unity and vigour in a&ion throughout all the viciflitudes 
of conflicting adminiftrajions. He owned, that he had always feen 
great force in the objection which h id been made to our attempting 
to effeCt a counter-revolution by force of arms ; the objection to 
which he alluded was, that the French were a high-fpirited people, 
whom, by thus appearing to force a government upon them, war 
comprefs into refinance : this confiderition w is formerly, however, 
ovei borne by others of more force ; but to pci lift in the fame fyflem, 
when, for the reafons which had been affigntd, it mufl be with fo 
much lefs comprefiive power, (if he might be allowed the expref^ 
fion), was to produce the ills of comprcflion, without obtaining 
the good, and to excite a feeling of holtiliiy and refentment, which 
was not counterbalanced by any oppolite advantage. When fpeak- 
ing on this fubjcC* of a counter-revolution, he muft fay, that he 
feared it was grown far lefs probable on another account ; it was 
now many years that a Republican Government had prevailed in 
France, and from the very circumft'incc of its having fo long fub- 
fiftcd, it had acquired fomc fort of ftal il ty in the minds of men, 
the people had been accuftomed to Icok to the Convention as the 
feat of legitimate authority ; add to this, that many of the old 
generation have died off, and a new race had already come, and 
were daily coming, into aCbon, who had been educated in the habit 
of looking on monarchy with horror. Man\, alfo, much as they 
might deteft a fyflem of Government which had been productive of 
general mifery, muft be now tired out ; they muft recoil from the 
idea of having all to begin over again, and the acquidecnee die- 
tated by this feeling was likely to be encouraged by the fubftitution 
of a fomewhat milder fyftem in place of the fuiious and Woody 
tyranny of Roberfpierre. Mr. Wilberforce declared, he thought 
a counter-revolution was, for many obvious reafons, more likely to 

S acc after a peace than during the continuance of the war. 

y adducing feme additional arguments, to prove that we had 
Jon to expc£t fo much from perfevering in our efforts, as 
juftify our not agreeing to peace on fail and reafonable terms ; 
^lic declared, however, that feeling himfelf bound not to fpeak the * 
language of a partisan, ,but that of founds and impartiality, ho 
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muft (ay, that there was confidcrable weight in many of the corffi- 
derations urged in behalf of the continuance of the war, which had 
been ably dated by the honourable fcconder. Thefe, however, 
feemed to him to have been puflied much too far, and in one or 
two inftances, the imprtffion they made on his own mind was di- 
diredtly contrary to that which they had produced on that of the 
honourable gentleman. 

The great argument on which we were to found our hopes of 
foccefs was, that of the French rcfourccs biihg now fo nearly at an 
end, that if we would but force them to the neaffty of continuing 
the fame efforts, thc\ muft foon be entirely exhaufted. To this he 
might reply, if the I'rench wcic at length fo reduced that the/ were 
no longer formidable when ading on the deftnfive, we fhould, at 
leaft, not have fo much to dreid from them as the honourable mem- 
ber had ftated, if we were to make peace; bccaufe, in that cafe, they 
would have to carry on offmfive war, which every one knew was 
much more expend ve and exluuftinu;. 

He might alk on this head, what fymptoms appeared of this 
complete exhauftion ? What cxpcncc had they fpared 5 What fer- 
vice had they ftinted? The vaft charge of their prodigious army 
had not (it was. but too well known) prevented their making afto- 
nilhing efforts to inert afe their navy. Surely the ftream might be 
expedted to run low before it failed altogether. Let it be remem- 
bered that their rtfourccs were not like ours in this happy country, 
bounded by the wilhngncfs of the reprrfcntatives of the people to 
grant fupplies, but only by the Government’s ccaling to have the 
power of extorting them ; fuch had been the rapacity of the French 
rulers, that they had got almoft half the land of France into their 
own hands, and this, to the value of 260 millions fterling, remained 
as a fubftratum for future cmiflions of affignats. 

* But he muft freely declare, that he extremely diftrufted all fuch 
calculations of the remaining refourccs of an enemy and the infer- 
ence attempted to be draw n from them. Did gentlemen remem- 
ber the extreme depreciation of the American paper, and how the 
Americans were able to perfevere in tiie conteft when it was argued 
that their means alfo were almoft entirely at an end ? Abundant 
experience proved but too plainly the futility of all fuch {peculations ; 
vnifehievous indeed had been their effects on the happinefs of man- 
kind, by inducing nations to defer the hour of peace, fronvanhdea 
tha^ I^Tperfevering in war they might extort better terms froifc the 
weaknefs of their enemy. Every gentleman who was acquatatgd 
tojih the hiftoiy of Europe for the laft century, muft be at no lofs* 
for inftances in proof of this affertion f and he conjured the Houfe 
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not to lend itfelf too haftily to reafoning*, the foiitehtefe pty/hh A; 
there was fo much caufe to fufped. i* * 4^ 

Another argument which had been already urged, and of Whifclk 
he expected great ufc would be made by others id the cuurfe of jthtf 
debate, was, that it would be bafe and humiliating for thlkotmntty 
to fue for peace. Sue for peace ! nothing was farther from 
meaning ; he was for fu< h a peace only as both in irfelf, and id 
the manner of effeding ir, fhotjUl be eonfirtcnt wirh good faith to* 
our allies, and with the national intereft and honour. In Yatfotty 
ways this country had declared againft treating with the exiting Go* 
vernment of France, and all he vwfhed was, that if we had ndW 
abandoned the idea of tffeding a counter-revolution by force rf 
arms, we fliould {hew tint the txiftencc of a Republican Govern*- 
ment was no longer an inful mountable obftacle to peace. If thi* 
was a propulition of which wc were convinced, he thought it would * 
be mo*-e truly magnanimous fairly to ^ vow than to diffemble it* v In 
his mind truth was dignity, and falfliood meannefs. To think of 
obtaining peace by concealing your willingnefs to make it, 
mode of ading he muft condemn, not for its want of fimptielty 
only, but for its meannefs : it was the artifice of a petty chapman, 
who pretended to be indifferent about an article he meant to ppF* 
chafe, rather than the open, manly, dignified conduct, which be* 
came a great and powerful nation. We were in that very fituHioil 
wherein a pacific line of condud could hardly be mifeonftrued, and 
the vaft exertions we were capable of making, (arid thefe he would 
by all means recommend to go on with increafing energy, as what 
alone could give effed to our negociations), mnft prevent its being 
thought that our difpofition to make peace arofe from our inability 
to carry on war. Another unfuccefsful campaign might render it 
expedient for us to wifii for peace under far more quefiionable ota 
cumftances, with a weakened Government and a clamorous people » 
when our enemy might know her advantages, and rife proportion*, 
ably in her demands. 

Another objection was, the prccarioufnefs of any peace which 
might be made with the prefcnt Government of France. Hem, 
alfo he muft admit, with the fame franknefs with which ire tad 
<fctoic expreffed himfelf, that no peace could probably be* fetfuiw 
wfeftjhflfould be made with a French Republic of which Paris JhtyiA 
he tjfcejeat of Government : But then he muft add, that giving this 
cjyauderation its full weight, the evils refulting from this integrity 
were by no means equal to thofe of Continuing the war* He 
concede that we muft be backward in diibanding ouf **rmyi 
much more fo in laying up our Ihlps ; but then this Would cfilyta 
Vox.. XL, F 
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$f> * time, dll fome charge in the internal condition of Franco 
fliould render her a lefs formidable neighbour, or until fome inter- 
fofxture in continental politics (and many probable events here oc- 
cmred to his min d) fhould draw off tlie force of France in fome 
ether direction ; whereas fo long as we continued the war we kept 
^pointed againft ourfelves. Betides, as the infecurity he had been 
Awaking of was not confined to the cafe of a peace concluded with 
,the prefent French Government only, but applied almoft equally on 
jhe fuppofition of any French Republican form, this hate of in- 
security (granting there would be no counter-revoluticn, which was 
the ground he was arguing upon), was a hate through which they 
Cju ft have to pafs at fome time, or other, before they could arrive 
at a “condition of complete and fccure peace, and therefore, on 
many accounts, the fooner they got to it the better. He was ready 
to allow that an extenfive peace eftablifhment was a great evil ; but 
purely it was fpcaking of it in* too ftrong terms to put it on a level 
with a hate of aftual war ; W'as the cxpence of a war its only evil, 


|sr was it not rather one of the leaft of which it was productive 3 
But then the French would attack us when we were difarmed and 
Off ota guard ; In anfwer to this he had already obferved, that we 
HUjftnot be difarmed nor off our guard ; for his own part, however, 
,he£0uld not but believe that though he could have no great depend- 
the good faith of France, he might truh fomewhat to their 
MU retaining fomething of the common principles of human nature. 
< Affor all they mult have fuffered, he thought the greater part of 
Itiem could not but be glad of a little quiet, and that they would 
Wot again be hafty to provoke the refentment of a nation they would 
ihave fo much caufe to drea^. But it was urged, that the chief 
*nimofity of tire enemy was avowedly directed againft ourfelves, 
<«ttdbe was forty to obferve, that too much effedt was produced by 
the mention of certain violent expreftions which had been ufed in 
the Convention concerning this country-. Not but that it was per- 
fodtiy natural we ihould chiefly attradt their enmity ; they hated us 
IQOft, becaufc they feared us mod ; but then this fear afforded an 
^fMdltional argument for their being ready to make peace with us, 
for their dreading to renew hoftiHties : however, whilft he was 


this head,, he- would plainly fay, that (fuppoling France to eggs 
^;j$mia.^^pfiblk) unlefs the reprefentative affemblies of t\th 

AfUd fo harden themfelves as not to be very tenderly lcLfibk 
W0 violent and abfurd fpccchcs which might be made in 

the other, perpetual matter of irritation would be imw" 
and was it paffiblp, in fpeaking on this topic, net 
tftjrM mind the ftrong expreftions which had been ufed in that 
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Houfe concerning the French f expnsffiorw, the 
however allowed here, the Convention would hardly^ 
to admit. ' ■. 

But another argument which had been urged for *■ 

the war was, that we alone, of all the nations of Europe, tivgutilfe' ; 
to reprefs the cxccflive power of France, which would 
likely to fall upon fomc of her continental neighbours, if ^ 
not now to weaken her completely. This, by* the way, W 3 ».. 1 )tit ; 
very confident with what the fame honourable 
of the French refources being fo nearly at an end this was 
gumdnt to whicli he would not fay much, but he ought not ! 
ther to pafs it by. v So far as we were bound by treatieyfclfc 
driedeft good faith was to be obferved, and he fliouW boSd it tilO :; 
extreme of dilhonour to deal alone out of the gcneral cOrtfcdetat^ *. 
but he mud go on to proted againd our fo far making 
caufc with the red of the Governments of Europe, as to'thi^^fcf,. 
flood exactly upon the fame footing with them. Thanks;" 
bounty of Providence, our infular fituation, a ConditUttort! 
to any the world had ever known elfcwherc, with all the 1 
bleflings which followed in its train, had given us advantagei-aid -I 
a degree of fecurity which it would be the graded: ; 

fee and acknowledge, as it would be the height of ' ingratitU^*;!^;; 
to be thankful for them. The happinefs of the people of : * 
country was intruded to our care, and we ought not WtWfw' S ? 
to needlefs rifk, by taking upon ourfelvcs the guardiahfhip and i 
tedlion of other nations. ' 

He had already anticipated another objection that peace 
not be effedted, and that holding a pacific language would oolykSg 
to difpirit our own people, and to call forth anew the . 

France. How. far it was probable fuch a peace could b« 
as it would become us to accept, he would not take upt^ 
fay ; but there was nothing of which he was more confident 
this, that whether effected or not, our plainly 
nefs to ncgociate. mud be productive of the 
both in France and Great Britain. In France, . 
expreffions might be ufed by any individual, it'w<kt$,1l1 
eo£»relaxatlon which would gradi&By 
to di^ate a Cf^sfiitution tpti 
the minds of the 
ire alienated from their rulers^' wh 
'tin of a' WsrlMntiaucd by tiKflr 
even’ extend to the <Conve^$i‘ji 
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j/ptomtxx fo undeniably put our enemy in the wrong, if he might ufe 
iijtf expreffion, when it was rendered perfectly clear, that it was not 
•It over rigid adherence on our part to declarations wc had once 
ngOde, though a change of ctrcumftances required a different line of 
Ct»du&, but that it was the violence and ambition of our impla- 
■ cable enemy whioh prevented the ri turn of the bleffmgs of peace, 
ilO was perfuaded the burdens and evils of war, however great and 
jMf&ag, would be patiently and even cheerfully borne by a loyal 
•get united people. 

The fum of his opinion, therefore, was, that upon fairly com* 
paring the dangers which would follow upon making peace with 
France, with thofc which were likely to follow from continuing the 
war, the latter were by far the greater. This was the queftion 


jflrhich it behoved every one prefect to put to himfelf. For his own 
'part/ he confelfcd, that knowing the difpofiticn of human natuie 
to Cany on wars when the great objc&s of them had been relin- 
Aqlfljpd, he always fufpe&cd himfelf in this pirticular, and felt it 
carefully to look around from time to time, in order to fee 
ft ijtaft'was any opening for the reftoration of the bleffmgs of peace. 

',He could not think that there was any probability of effecting a 
^U^t^revolution by force of arms, fufheient to juftify our conti- 
0f the war for that object, however defirablc : he was even 
of OjpniOn, (as he had before fold) that a counter-revolution had 
bejftme more likely to follow from making peace. By continuing 
ft$s war, we feemed to him to have little to get and much to lofe ; 
and he hoped he had in fome meafurc fucceeded in flitv ing, that 
/#> .negotiate was no lefs confident with our honour than our intcreft, 
0 T Was by no means incontinent in the Houfe to change its conduct 
itfjben the (late of affairs had fo materially changed, whin two of 
objedls we formerly had in view, the protection of Holland 


•fid tkyrdbmeftic tranquillity were otherwife provided for, and when 
WAQMflter- revolution, another great object, appeared at length to be 
^Attainable by force of arms. Under theft circumftances, he felt 
bound, however unwillingly, to diffent from the Addrefs 
had been propped, and he (hould conclude with moving an 
To allure His Majcfty, that they are determined 


to grant th 


rant rite molt liberal fppplies, for the purpofe of enabling His 
ray to aft.wlth vigour and effect in fupporting the d%’rw of 
Qown, the internal fecurity of his dominion!, and the gt»d 
tifftwards His Majefty’s allies, for which this country raw 
eminently difflng»dfhed : and that, notwitbrianding the 
and rewsfett of the laft campaign, they are 
convinced that from rite unremitting exertions of His 
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u Majcfty, and the fpirit and zeal which have been fo 
u manifefted throughout the kingdom, by a people fcnfibJe of W* 
11 advantages they enjoy under His Majefty's GoVefttmenf, tfacf 
u may pmmife themfclves (by the blefling of Providence) complete 
" fecunty fiom the attempts of foreign or domeftic enemies. ' 

“ That at the fame time they beg leave mod humbly to rCJJte- t 
u fent to His Majcfty, that upon full confideration of all the events 
u and circumftancts of the prefent war, and of fome tranfafiBont 
“ which have lately pa fled in France, and alfo of the negodattatft 
u entered into by the States General, they think it advifeable and 
“ expedient to endt ivour to reftorc the blcflings of peace to Hit 
4C Majcft) \ fub,ctls, and to his allies, upon juft and reafonaftbl 
4t terms. 

“ But that if, contrary to the ardent wifhes of his faithful Com* v 
u mons, fuch endeavours on the part of His Majefty fhotrid bo 
€t rendered intfTi&Jil by the violence and ambition of the enemyy 
“ they arc perfuadtd that the burdens and evils of a juft and tm* 
ft ccflhry w \r, will be borne with chcarfulncfs by a loyal, affeQiop* 
“ ate, and un ted people/' ^ 

Mr. DUNCOMBE feconded the amendment ; he entered iflto 
a fhort companion of the fi tuition of France and England in carry- 
ing on the war, with a view to the circumftartces which made it 
eligible for this country to take the carheft opportunity of putting a, 
period to the conteft, and went over nearly the fame grounds which 
Mr. Wilbcrforce had fhted for moving it. 

Mi. BURDON faid, wc had entered into the war, as he con- ^ 
ccivcd, not for the purpofe of conqucft or indemnification, but to 
repel an unjuft aggreffion, and bring the French back to their fenfe& 
The French were, in a gieat meafure, brought back to their fenfes ; 
and he could not fee the policy of perfifting m the war, bccaufe we 
difliked their form of Government. He fhould therefore vote for 
the amendment, which, in every point of view, muft be prodtjev 
tive of beneficial confequences. , 

Mr. WINDHAM, (the Secretary at War) Grid, he had heanj 
with furprife and grief, the arguments in fuppoft of the ameft& " 
ment. What wa9 their obvious tendency ? Submiffion, humiliation* 
d^^jation before an inveterate and infolent enemy. It was ah- 
txttdmmfy that a difplay of our force would cure the evil; for the 
{Yerradt of offering to treat, or firing for peace, would be a con- 
rfefuon of weaknefs that could not be done away. Did the French 
^Convention aft thus, when the confederacy agairtft them appe$fe$ 
the moft powerful, and they were preflfed by the arms of the alltte^ 
in every quancr ?— No j they remitted nothing of ttyelr lof$ j 
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guage ; they never once talked of peace. It was propofed to con- 
»fc#t to nothing lefs thin a fafe and honourable peace, while it was 
acknowledged in the fyne breath, that no peace, concluded under 
the prefent circumftances, could be fafe ; while it was allcdgcd, as 
an argument, that we might make !t fafe, by keeping oiufclvcs on 
our guard, and prq ared for war. The war, it was true, had been 
unfuccefsful ; but it had been fn, onlv ’s compared with the withes, 
the hopes, and the force of the c mfeekr.vv. It had been unfuc- 
cefsful from conduct, on the part of {nine of the of which, 

fi>r the honour of unions, he hoped th* indances would be f'w. It 
was not unfurccfsful, compared with fouitrn wai* in which this 
country hal ban ^lgigah Look at the hidory of our wars with 
Louis XIV. winch continued, vith little interruption, for twenty 
years after the revolution. In tliofe wars we and our allies had 
been much nvno uniuccefstul than in th'* prefent war, and yet, hf 
fplrit and pciftvuance, we triumphed in the end. AH, therefore^ 
that could with truth l e faid was, that the war hithcito lud had 
only a negative fucafs. 

If the enemy had over run part of the terrirorics of our allies, 
we had in our h inds veiy valuable poffeflions of theirs, which ren- 
dered the war, however unfuccefsful as to the main objed of if, 
not unfuccefsful with regird to us individually. The circumthncc 
from which the greateft danger appeared, and of which he had 
feen an alarming f\ mptoin in the fpcechcsof gentlemen v.ho fpokc 
for the amendment, was, that the country was not true to itfelf : 
* it had not put hand and hurt to the war, as on former occafions, 
when the llakc was not fo great, anil the crifis far lefs formidable. 
This was owing to feveral ca lifts. The French revolution, j,n its 

earlier ftages, was looked upon with a favourable eye by the people 
of tlijs country. We all regarded it as the virtuous effort of a great 
nation, to correct the abufts of its Government ; as the friends of 
liberty, we looked upon it with an indulgent eye ; and although we 
faw things which we could not approve, we were willing to hope that 
, the evil would be tranlitory, and the good permanent. Yet even 
. at that time, there were not wanting men of great and comprehen- 
five minds to warn us of the confequcnces that mull neceffarily refult 
from the principles on which the French revolution was preceaOTg. 
A right honourable gentleman, (Mr. Burke) who he regre was 
no longer ;r Member of that Iloufe, in a book wdiich he wouqlad- 
vtfc all who heard him once more to read, had predicted the 
that mult neceffarily enfue from their dodlrines of liberty, equality, 
and the rights of men. It was his fate not to be believed at the 
time, and afterwards to bg found completely right. Then came 
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the opinions of thofe who having favoured the French revolution at 
its commencement, could net fo foon as others detach their affeSioft! 
from a fyftem that had led to maffacrc and ruin. The imagination! 
of the people at large continued to be amuftfd by, as he and thofe 
with whom he had now the liappincfs to a£t contended, a numerous 
a ni active party infefted to the bone with Fr«ndi principles, and 
intent on the fubvcrlion of the Britifh Conftitutiuii. Societies form** 
cd by this party had propagated do&rincs the moll hoftile to the in- 
tcreftsof this country. But it wis faid, the Members of thefe foci- 
eties had been acquitted bv the verdict of a jury , and gentlemen 
talked of tluir innocence in a tone of exultation. He wifhed them 
joy of the innocence of an acquired felon. 

(-He was called to order by a Member under the gallery, (Mr. 
MAURICE ROBINSON) who faid he* could not hear without 
indignation the term felon applied to a man who had been acquitted, 
and the v ci diet of an Engliih jury arraigned and degraded.] 

Mr. W mdham explained that he did not mean to arraign hejt 
the verdict ot 1 jur\ ; he meant only to fay that the acquittal of the 
perfons who hut been brought to trial for treafon, although proof 
that there was no legal evidence of their guilt in the opinion of the 
juries, by no means proved that they were free from moral guilt. 
The evidence in his mind eftablifhed the direft contrary. The 
minds of the people, as he had before obferved, were agitated by a 
part) here, countenanced and fupported by men of great confideration, 
who in fupport of their own views, were willing to receive the aid 
of men whofe views they knew to be very different, and for tliat 
purpofe entered into corrcfpondcncc responded, and fo far made a 
common caufc with them. The French revolution in a very early 
Rage proclaimed univerfal peace , and all who applauded this vi~ 
fionary dodlrine, continued to applaud thofe by whom it was pro- 
mulgated, even after it was feen that their practice led only to war 
and devaluation. Thefe were fomc of the circumftances which had 
rendered the profccution of the w ar on our part lefs vigorous than 
it ought to have been. He maintained that our interference in the 
internal affairs of France, when that inteifcrencc became ncceflary 
for our ow r n fafety, was wife and juft. It was thediftruft of this 
\hich hid unnerved our exertions, and prevented us from inter- 
fering Cy'Toon as we ought to have done. The advantages of war 
or pfcacc were not to be cfhmated by the teiritory or the trade we 
nrjignt gain or lofc. No nation could fay — Let us be difgraccd pro- 
vided we grow rich ; if it did, what fccurity was there for the con- 
tinuance of its riches ? When he received advice, he muft confidcr 
jjx)th the advice itfelf, and thofe from whom it came. Approving 
% 
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ft* disproving of the French revolution muft in future decide and 
diftinguiih the political characters of men. They were extremes 
irreconcileablc, and what was fit for the one could never be good 
for the other. When, therefore, any man offered him advice, he 
would firft afk to which of the two deferiptions he belonged ; and 
if he found him to differ in this cffentul point from himfclf, he 
would fay, “ This may be gcxid advice for you, but cannot be 
good advice for me.” The people of this countrv, he trultcd, 
would in future think this diftindion as ftiongly marked as he did. 
He could not fee upon what principle or with what propriety, thofc, 
who originally confidercd the war as juft and needfary, couli now 
change their opinion. The honourable gentleman who moved the 
amendment, had, as far as his finale \ote wxnf, contributed to 
embark his country in the war, and inwng done fo, was it fair, 
ondifafters, perhaps, merely eifuil and temporary, to abindon it? 
The confederacy agiinft the common cncmv, was not to he confi- 
dered as diffolvcd becvffe one or tw 7 o of its Members had with- 
drawn. Even if it wcic diffolvcd,. How long was it fince wc en- 
tertained the idea that Gieat Britain alone wus not able to cope 
with France ? With refped to the number of the well-difpofed in- 
habitants of France, there was no reafon to believe that our chince 
of co-opcration within the kingdom was lefs than it hid been at any 
former period. He was aftoniflied at hearing any man talk of the 
liability of the French Government, which exhibited nothing but 
a fucccffion of changes, and thefc changes generally effected by vio- 
lence. Peace was not more likely to be obtained for our afking 
for it. If it were, w’hat would then be the fituation of this coun- 
try? A fituation fo awful, that lie durft hardly contemplate it. 
The intercourfc between the two countries muft be opened ; the 
French would pour in their cmiffarios, and all the Englifti infeded 
with French principles, whom wc had now the means of excluding, 
would return to diffeminate their abominable tenets among our peo- 
ple. With what views would they come ? With the view's very 
forcibly expreffed in a fong performed with great applaufc in one of 
thofe innocent fodeties, as they were now called, a. ftanza of which 
be rccolledlcd. 

They come, they come, the myriads comet 
Fiom Gallia to invade us; 

ftaifc, laiie the pike, beat, beat the drum, 

They come, like triends, to aid us* \ 

A Jacobinical club w r ould be credtcd at every one's door; of pro- 
perty, an inquifition immediately inftituted refpedting his rights to 
it ; and a Convention might be even eftabiilhed in die neighbour* 
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hood of that houfc. In this fituation of danger, then, (hall we 
fend a fubmiflivc cominiffion to them ? If the aggrcfllon of the 
Spaniards at Nootka Sound, a place fcarcely marked in our maps, 
called forth the threatening vengeance of this country ; if our own 
territories arc not difmembered, our rcfourccs almoft untouched, 
fliould we give up a war, in comparifon of which all former ones 
arc as children's play, and all peace muft be ruin ? The moment 
that peace 'was concluded, they would go among our poor, among 
our labourers, among our manufacturers, and teach them the doc- 
trine of liberty and equality. They would point out the gilded pa- 
laces of the rich, and tell them that they ought to be plundered 
and demoliflied for the benefit of the poor. True it was that the 
poor man had as great an intcrcft in the fccurity of property as the 
rich ; but could this argument be made fo clear to the poor man as 
to perfuade him to refped the property of his wealthy neighbour 
while he had no property of his own, or as it might be, for fucli 
w as the ncccflarv order of focicty, the means of obtaining any when 
he flood moll in need of it r Such a peace would be w r orfe than 
any probable event of war. But of the future events of war we 

had no rcafon to defpond. Exertions greater than the country 

could make at any former period, were now fo lightly borne as 
hardly to be felt. — Who could fay that he had felt them ; except 
thofc whofc cxpcnccs were fo near the whole extent of their means, 
that the lcaft accident, either in peace or war, muft reduce them 
to diltrefs r Had the poor felt them, unlefs in a few particular and 
local inftanccs ? Had thole who were conftantly telling the poor of 
the miferies of war, been obliged to curtail a Angle luxury ? What 
Member of that Houfc had deprived himfclf of any of his wonted 
gratifications ? [Here Mr. Sheridan reminded him that the Mem- 
bers were not the poor.] He acknowledged that the Members 
were opulent and the reprefentatives of opulence ; but he held it as 
a maxim, that if the rich felt no fuffering, the poor were not likely 
to feel any alfo. The caufe for which they were fighting, it had 
been faid, would animate the French and render them invincible. 
Where had this invincible courage appeared ? In what inftancc, in 
wli^t quarter had the courage of our foldicrs and fcamen been infe- 
rior &:thcy?? Sorry he fhould be if we could not do for the bed of 
all cautts/ what the French could do in fupport of every thing the 
moft flagitious. The French emigrants iu our fervice in every in- 
ftance had difplayed a valour and perfeveranee not furcly to be ex- 
ceeded by their infatuated countrymen againft whom they were re- 
duced to die ncceflity of taking up arms. He dw'elt at fome length 

on the unimpaired rcfources of this country compared with die un- 
Yol.XL. G 
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natural and consequently utifound rcfourccsof France, from which 
he inferred, that wh; never prefent appearances might indicate, we 
mud be ultimate! v lucccfsful. It was not the char after of the En- 
glifti eafily to difpond. Perftvenmcc and invincibility were their 
charaftcrifiies. Thev had met France linglc handed in her 
proudeft dav ; wlu* then can hinder us, unimpaired, to go on with 
the war with a nation whole capital is with accelerating rapidity 
waiting away, and itfelf upon the brink of po-ertv ? With fucli a 
pandemonium, is ir jx>ifiblc for us for a moment to think of treating? 
They were bleeding to death, our wound as yet was but fk’n-deep. 
He exhorted the Houfe to i mi rare the pcrfeverancc of the French, 
Who endured every hardfhip, and in all their domeftic eonterts, to 
do them juflicc, never forgot the common caufc of their country, 
fie concluded with recommending the advice given by King Wil- 
liam to hh parliament after an mdueccfsfu! campaign ; that by per- 
fevering they might hope with confidence to preferve their religion, 
liberties aiu! confiitufion, if they were not wanting to thcmfelves, 
and difplayed the patient fpiiit of Englifhmcn. 

Mr. 13 AN Is ES ixpreflcd hi mfelf equally aftoniflied at what had 
fallen from the right honourable gentleman ^Mr. Windham) as that 
gentleman had lb ted himfdf to be, at the fpccch of his honourable 
friend ; a fpccch which was replete with that manlv and decided 
renfoning, which fo ftrorigly characterized every opinion advanced 
lw that gentleman. He did not, however, feel much furprixed, 
that any perfon who had been fo itrmuous an advocate for an early 
and premature commencement of the prefent war, Ihould continue 
fo warm in his approbation of its continuance. For his part, he 
approved of the war in its commencement, becaufe he confidcred it 
as a war of aggreflion on the pint of our enemies ; he Ihould continue 
foil to approve of it, did lie not confidcr it as ruinous and deftruc- 
tivo m its efFtftb. There mud bd fomc period for reftoring peace. 
He lamented to fee diat period put off by the fpccch from the 
Throne, and the Alldrcfs, to fuch a di fiance as afforded little prof- 
peft Ihort of an eternal date of warfare. Were w r e never to treat 
with France while France had a Republican Government ? Thofe 
wlio anfwered in the affirmative ought to be able to fhew that the 
Republican Government of France muft be fpeedily di'fioly&d. If 
they could not Ihew this, as he thought they were unable do, it 
was no fymptom of fear to fay that a war of fuch indefinite duration 
muft be produftive of inevitable diftreffes, and that it was wife and 
prudent to look to the carlicft opportunity of making peace. It 
teemed to him that the French Republic would laft longer than the 
, war fyftem could laft. He wa£ happy in believing our refources to 
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be as great and extenfive as could be fluted by the warmefl admirer of 
Minifters, but malt fay, that ex fen live as they were, fhould the 
war he continued until the overturning of the French fvflcm, it 
was his firm opinion a national bankruptcy muft be the confe- 
qucnce. We mult treat fomc time or otlui, and the carlicft time 
was the heft. The allies with whom we had engaged in the war 
were much more deeply interefted in it than we. One of thefe al- 
lies was negotiating; the co-operation of another even money could 
not buy; and the complete afiifhmceof the Emperor we were not to 
expect gratuitouflv. Was Great Britain fingly, or at her foie cx- 
pencc, to fight the battles of all thofe allies f There was no degra- 
dation in offering to treat on fair and equal terms. True magnani- 
mity eon lifted not in hnughtinefs, but in candour and plain dealing. 
If we were at war with an acknowledged power, we might have 
peicc in the worft event by fome f.tciifiee of commerce or of ferri- 
te tv : but in the prefent war we flaked cvciy tiling, forw 7 c laid we 
would not treat with the exilling Government of France, and held 
out no prof peel but that of extermination on the one fide or other. 
We ought, therefore, to explain to the French that we were willing 
to tieat upon equitable terms, and that we had no intention of in- 
terfering with their internal Government. He \vas convinced that 
the rifk incurred by making peace was infinitely lefs than that of con- 
tinuing the w r ar, and therefore thought it a duty he ow ed to hi* 
country and his conAirucnts to vote for the amendment. 

Mr. BUXTON laid, there was nothing in the Addrefs that 
declared we would not treat with the French Republic. He la- 
mented the arguments for difeontinuing the war, which he had no 
doubt would be read with acclamation in the French Convention. 
Filing, as lie did, the diftrdfes of the country, and having feen 
them fo be great, he would rather fpend his lnft /hilling, and died 
the lull drop of his blood, than l'ubmit to treat with the prefent 
rulers of France. 

Sir RICHARD HILL faid, Mr. Speaker, though I never at- 
tempt to deliver my fentiments in this Houfe, without feeling that 
awe and rcfpcct which are due to the Atfcmbly before which I ftand, 
ypt at rjp time do I remember to have rifen under fo much diftrefe 
an f 4 /imitation as I do at prefent. 

^Any one who may have paid the fmalleft attention to the condufl 
of fo infignificant an individual, muft have obferved, that for the 
courfe of many years I have /hewn a uniform and Heady attachment 
to the prefent Adminiftration, and particularly to the truly worthy 
and diftinguifhed chara&cr at the helm of public affairs ; I have 
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therefore always cftccmcd it my lion our and my Jiappinefs to give 
him my feeble fupport and my confidence. But 

Amicus Plato, amicus Socratc*, magis arnica P atria. 

Sir, my difficult}' does not end here. I have always underload 
that an add refs of thanks for a i’pecch from the Throne, carried 
with it a decree of perfonal rcfpcct to the Throne itfelf. Happy 
then fliould I dlecm my felt, could I give my voice for the origi- 
nal motion this night, but if I am thereby to be looked upon as 
pledging inyftlf to vote for a continuation of the war, I cannot in 
confidence do it How, Sir, can i again look my conflitucnts or my 
countrymen in the face, were I to vote the money out of their 
pockets, and the blood out of their veins, in fupport of a w ar which 
has hitherto been difaftrous in the extreme ; and which if per filled 
in, I am perfuaded will be moil awful in the event. It is true, 
when the war firft took place, I voted for it as a war of jujlicc and 
of nccej/itv, nay, as a war which was unavoidable. I was convinced 
th it our alarms, both as to internal and external danger, were far 
from being chimerical or groundless, and I thought, and do think, 
that much praife was due to Government for their timely and wife 
exertions for the fafety of the country- But when our laft campaign 
, was ended, and we had fulfilled every engagement w ith our allies, 
(who, by the bye, had fulfilled none with us,) I was exceedingly 
grieved to fee that Minifters were bent on profecuting the w'ar ; and 
Ihould certainly have voted for a motion made for pence, towards 
the clofe of the laft feflion, by a right honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Fox,) whofc philanthropy is univcrfally acknowledged, and whofc 
lenity I myfelf have fufficicntly experienced, when he might, by a 
word, have crufhcd me to atoms, had it not been for fomething 
which fell from the Chancellor of the Exchequer in the courfe of 
the debate, which was, “ That the French Convention would declare 
any of their Members a traitor , who Jhould but mention peace with 
England .” This decided my vote thai night; but let it be <Jb- 

ferved, that the fanguinary faction of Roberfpierre then ruled. 
Since then fevcnil months have clapfcd, during which we have been 
profecuting the war with vigour , as it is called. But what have wey 
or w r hat. have our allies, gained by it? I believe, the word XiUfN 
will anfwer the queftion for all the parties. Try it for the Em- 
peror ; Tiy it for the King of Spain ; Try it for the King of Sar- 
dinia ; Try it for the Stadholdcr. I am unwilling to fay, Try it 
for ourfelvesi But have any fteps been taken by us to put an end 
to the war? I fear none at all. On the contrary, have we not been 
ioliciting, bribing, courting, wooing, Kings and Emperors to carry 
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on the war, almoft whether they would or not ? and with what dif- 
ficulty have they at laft been coaxed to defend their own territories, 
with Englifti money ? To bring this matter to a fhort ifliic, Is there 
an honeft, independent, man in this Houfe, who will not afk, Is 
there, or is there not, an opportunity of making peace on any to-, 
lcrable terms ? if it be faid, yes y then in God’s name, let us en- 
deavour to do it without delay. If no, then let us withdraw our 
forces from the Continent, and keep them to defend ourfelvcs. 
Let Old England add to her wooden walls, by which (lie has ever 
proved herfelf miftrefs of the ocean, and ftioutcd on the vaft theatre 
of the globe, that Britannia rules the waves. I would not be un- 
derflood, from any thing I have faid, to lay our mifearriages at the 
door of the right honourable gentleman ; I believe he inherits his 
illuftrious father’s frntiraents with regard to continental wars, info- 
much, that what one of our own poets faid of a quandam great Mi- 
niftcr of f ranco, may juftly be applied to him : <f Peace is my dear 
delight , not Plenty s more." I believe he kept off war as long as in 
prudence lie thought he poflibly could, and till he apprehended both 
juftico and neccflity compelled him to enter into it. But he has been 
unfortunate; things have turned out contrary to his expectations; 
and I fadly fear, that unlcfs the prefen t fyflem be abandoned, no 
change for the better can be cxpt&cd. Under this perfuafion, Sir, 
1 give mv hearty approbation of my worthy friends amendment. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that however defirous he might be 
of firft hearing the arguments of feme gentlemen, from whom he 
muft expect the ftrongeft arguments to be drawn in favour of the 
propofed amendment, lie was induced to offer himfclf at this late 
hour to the attention of the Houfe, left, from indilpofition, he 
fliould be incapacitated at a (fill later hour from entering upon a 
difeuflion upon which he was particularly anxious to be heard. Of 
the gentlemen to whom lie had firft alluded, there were many whofe 
original opinions upon the neccflity of this war muft prevent him 
from entertaining any hopes of their concurrence ; but as fome of 
his friends had, in the debate of this evening, contradi&cd their 
former opinions, or were led to alter them by the progrefs of un- 
favourable /^ r cnts, it was with them that he meant principally to be 
at iffuc." He w r ould firft advert to the conftrudion and terms of 
the Addrefs, as they had been referred to by his honourable friend 
(Mr. Wilbcrforce), and with refpect to which he wilhed to give 
every explanation. His honourable friend had faid that he could 
not confent to the Addrefs, bccaufe it' implied that this country 
would not treat with a Republican Government in France.— He 
had not pledged himlelf to that extent, he had only faidt, that with 



PARLIAMENTARY 


46 


-A. 1794* 


a government fuch as that, which was now exifting in France, this 
country could not treat with fccurity ; we were certainly not driven 
to that haiJ extremity, t«> that ahfcnce of all hope, to that total want 
of refources, as rendued it ncccflary for us to procure peace upon 
any terms. If fuch iivucd was our fixation, and there remained 
Jio rational hope of avoiding the impending calamity, he never had 
contended that it would not he incumbent upon us to yield to the 
extraordinary pre/Turc, and to encounter the c\ri in ics uvwA ex- 
tent. But he conceived that in the present condition of ;ui o\s, there 
ftill cxiitcd intn mediate terms. He would not fay that there was 
no Republican foim of Government, with which it would be pof- 
fiblc for us to treat, though he rnult confcfs that he did not deem 
fuel) an event the moil probable. Me had ever thought that the 
moft likely cafe, in which we could treat with France, would be 
the cilablifhmenr of a Monarchial Government ; on fumething like 
the foundation of the founcr Government. There was no other 
Government to the principles ot which w e could look for the lame 
degree of fccurity. And he, for one, did not think this country 
to be reduced to fuel) extremity as to be obliged, in the prefent mo- 
ment, to treat without fccurity. He confijered tli.it the perfons, 
vith whom he was non* at iffue, were his honourable friends, who 
had exprefied thcmii lve:» in favour of the amendment. They were, 
in the tii ll inJhmec, convinced of the juiiicc and nccaflity of the 
war; they lud cxiieifcd long deliberation on the fubject, and lrad 
now declared themfi Ives perfuaded that the time was come when it 
■ was proper to Ik at with the French. He mull own that they had 
appeared to him on the picfcnt oecation cn fjx.ik more faintly of the 
conliderations from which the war had Ivcn undertaken than he 
had expected from their former femimenrs. The object of the 
contcft had been itatul in repeated AddrMfes fanctiencd b.y thefe 
honourable gentlemen, to involve, not only the permanent intcrdls 
of this country, but the exiftenee of order, humanity, and religion, 
in oppofition to anarchy, cruelty, and impioiy. The Government 
with wliieh we were at war had declared irfvlf the enemy of all 
natural and reualed religion, to the entire cxciufion of all tolera- 
tion. If inch was the nature of that Government, b^w dreadful 
were the reflections pre fen ted by the example of fuch a Government, 
trampling over all the order of foeiety, over every thing honourable 
and facred, more cfpecially over fuch a mind as that of his honour- 
able friend. Before we came to fuch an alternative we ought at 
Zpafr to be more furc of having exhausted all our refourees, and all 
our hopes. If fuch a fyrtem was indeed to be allowed to triumph 
yxer every thing dear and valuable, we ought at leuil to be allured 



DERATES, 


A. 1794* 

that we did not yield to the fuggedions of a bafe and unmanlv fatf, 
that we refilled while vve entertained any hopes of being able to re- 
dd with effedl, and that at lad wc fubmitted not to an aflfumed lint 
to a real danger, not to any application of theoretical principles, 
but to the practicable impoflibility of continuing thecontcft.— 

— Pc/lnit qua plurbna virtus 

jijjcfuit. 'lota ccrtntum cjl corpGrc regnu 

He begged pardon if he cxprcffcd himfelf with more emotion than 
was confident with the propriety of debate ; the particular lituation 
in which he llood, oppofing the opinions of thofe with whom he 
had been accullomcd in altnoft all points to agree, would, he traded, 
cxcufc the warmth of his feelings. 

The quedion now to be difeufled might fhortly be dated, Whe- 
ther tlie rifquc of nicking peace with the prefent Government of 
France, was greater than that of continuing the war in the prefent 
condition of the rcfourccs of this country ? As to the variations 
of the French Government to attach any particular value to a thing 
fo often changing its name might fairly be condrucd to amount to 
indifference to all. Since flic fall of Roberfpierre, the party of the 
Moderates had been at the head of the French Government. But it 
was to he remembered that a Conditution had been prepared in 
time of war, which was to be adopted in- time of peace. This 
Conditution was fiipcrceded by the Revolutionaty Go\ eminent.- — 
The prefent Government were much more mitigated in the ufe of 
their power than tluir prcdcccdbrs, from whom it would be no un- 
fair account of them to fay, that they juft differed about as much as, 
the parri /:111s of Riberfpierre from Hrilfot and his party, who were 
rhe authors of rhe war vv ith this country. From this circumftance 
it was to be inferred how far their moderation could be a good 
ground of reliance to this country, in treating for a peace. They 
had fueeeeded to a ( iovernment founded on liberty and equality, 
and the unqualified rights of man, principles different from thofe of 
every other regular Government of Europe, and particularly hodile 
to this country. TJieir theoretical principles were found only to 
produce practical violence, while our Conditution, though it could 
not be.fft of theoretical excellence, fhewed that it contained every 
thing valuable in practice. Thefe principles of the French Go- 
vernment held out every other form of Government to be fount ted 
in ufurpation and abufe ; and the perfuafion of this not merely 
grew out of the Government, but formed part of it. In fliort, 
the French fydem poffcffcd all the inveteracy and bigotry of old 
popery. Could we believe that they had parted with the inclirp- 
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tion, which two years lince they had fo ftrongly difeovered, to pro- 
pagate their fyftem in other countries ? Could we fuppofe that they 
would not retain the fame inclination the moment that they had an 
opportunity of carrying it into effed ? Peace could only be definable 
to the French upon two principles ; firft, that fuch was the ncceflity 
of their affairs that they would be glad to embrace it, and fccondly, 
that the interval which the period of peace would afford, would be 
favourable to the advancement of their views. What w r as the prof- 
peft which a peace with France under the prefent eircumftanccs 
prefented to this country r Had we reafon, as his honourable friend 
(Mr. Canning) had ftated, to exped from fuch a peace any cordial 
intercourfe, any ufeful commerce, any defirable amity and friend- 
lhip ? Could wc from fuch an event expeft any advantage to the 
public economy ? Would we be enabled to difband our armies or 
difarm our fleets, or to put an end to the Traitorous Correfpon- 
dcncc bill, and the other mcafurcs which had been palled with a, 
view to the prefer vation of public order and tranquillity ? He could 
eafily fuppofe that thofe gentlemen who had in an early part of the 
evening, fo decidedly given their opinion with refped to the late 
trials, and who had fuppofed all the peribns in this country to be 
fo pure, as not even to be infeded by contad with jacobin prin- 
ciples, would forefee no danger from a French alliance, and would 
look forward with latisfadion to the confluences of fuch a mca- 
furc. But fuch was not the cafe with his honourable friends, w-ho, 
even in fuch an event talked of the ncceflity of additional precau- 
tions, in order to guard the dignity of the Crown, and preferve 
the tranquillity of the country. What then would be the rational 
profped of advantage to this country, from a peace with an en- 
raged enemy, in which there could cxitl no confidence on either 
fide, but which mull necclTarily give rile to a ftatc of jealoufy, fuf- 
picion, and conftant armament, lie would not here fpcak of that 
narrow and pernicious policy, which, in order to ward off* a prefent 
difadvantage, incurs the rifquc of a greater evil, and which, to favc 
ourfclves from a temporary inconvenience, expofes the dearefl: intc- 
refts of poftcrity, and every confidcration for which men ought to 
be prepared to hazard their lives ; and fhould a rupture, as would 
moft probably be die confcquencc, follow clofc upon the heels of 
fuch a peace, in what fituution would you come to the conteft f 
You would then have put an end to the machine, which is with fo 
much difficulty fet in motion, .and which can fcarccly, at the epd 
of two years, be raifed to the pitch neccffary to try the national 
ftrength — a pitch to which it would be almoft impaflihjc to raife it 
againin the fame fpace. On. the other hand the enemy would find it a# 
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impofljble to difl>nnrl their troops, ns with refpeft to your forces yod 
would find it nccclury. They would again be prepared to ftart with 
the fame gigantic rcfourccs, deriving frefh confidence from the dif- 
po fit ion which you had (hewn to peace, and new vigour from the 
interval which had been afforded to hoftiliiies. What then would 
be your fituation ? It had be cn faivl that you would have to carry on 
the war without any alliance at all. On the event of this night's 
debate, may depend wlvat fhall be your future fituation with refpetl 
to your allies. If j 011 do not now pmclaim your weaknefs, if you 
do not renounce jour profpvets, you have ftiil great hopes from the 
alliance of Europe. Neither Pruffia, Anuria, Spain, and the 
States of Italy, were yet in fuch a fituation that their aififfance 
mictht not be kx>ked to in carrying on the con tell. The honourable 
gentlemen who fupported the amendment, difclaimcd the language 
of fear ; they faid tluy knew what Great Britain could do, if once 
it was roufed. What then was to be inferred from all their for- 
mer prnfdlu ms ? Was this then a bulinefs, in widen, afrer all, 
they were not ferious r Was ibis caufc which hid been admitted to 
involve not only the molt impoinnt ir/crcfis of Gicat ihitain, but 
the lafety of Europe and the t.iAr of foci uv, not conlidcrcd to be 
of fuch a nature as required ail the energies of the com my ? What 
then was the greater novilnv to which r’uy looked r What the cc- 
ealion on which they deemed rlru lhe\ c::uid n ore worthily employ 
their efforts r If we fhnuhi i.idUve the pm.OidJ c\ nfed- r icy with 
which we were now united, con: a we hope a-.'un to biing i: back at 
our fummons ; and would \v not *n :»*.c eife of .1 beih ru; t .re be 
expofed alone to the fury of f'un.v, vlduni rl.^ f fled profpedt 
of affilhince from any other quai ter r Liu ihE v..t the only ob- 
jection to abandoning the war in the prelim moment. We were 
deli red to idinquifh the conn :\ at a p/iiod at which all the navural 
and unnatural rcfourccs, by which I-ran-'c had hid e:io been enabled 
to perfeverc, were faff approaching to their tcnrdnulon. To give 
peace to France in the prelim fituation of their afiYns, would bo 
to enable them to recruit thefo rcfources, and to renew their depre- 
dations sit the expence of this country. Comidcrcd in all thefe 
points of view, the dangers of peace were infinite; and it was in 
every refyedl preferable to continue the contcft, even with the pro- 
babilities which the alpcd of affairs prefented. The only anfwer to, 
all thefe objections was a fpeeulation that in the event of a peace, 
the prefent deffruftivc fyffein would no longer be able to maintain 
its ground, and France would naturally fall into a more regular 
form of Government. It had been argued that the fyftcm had lii- 
therto only been upheld by the extraordinary prelTure from the exte- 
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tlor, and that as foon as that preffure was withdrawn, it muft nc- 
cefiarily fall in pieces. But what would be the conclufion if the fa£t 
was othetwife ? and the extraordinary preffure, inftead of being the 
cayfe of the exigence of the fyftem, had now almoft brought it to 
the verge of ruin ; and if a peace, inftead of having the effeft to 
eftablifh a moderate and fettled Republic, would tend only to pro- 
duce a more powerful and violent dcfpotiftn than even that which 
now fubfifted. When it was laid, therefore, that a peace would 
have the effect to overthrow the Government of Fiance, the propo- 
rtion was by no means clear ; the probability was much greater that 
the perfons now at the head of the Government, would, in order 
to continue their own power (and in France, it was to be recol- 
lected, that the continuance (if their power was connected with that 
of their lives, fo that in addition to the incentives of ambition, they 
had the powerful motive of fclf preservation) be induced to continue 
the fame fyftem of meafurcs that now prevailed. Obliged as they 
would be to recal a powerful army from the frontiers, would the 
troops of whom it was compofcd, after having tafted the Tweets of 
"plunder and the licence of the field, be contented to return to the 
peaceful occupations of induftry ? Would they not, in order to 
amufe their daring fpirit, and divert from themfelvs the effects of 
their turbulence, be compelled to find them fo.nc employment ? 
And what was the employment to which they would molt naturally 
direit their firlt attention r They would employ them to crufli all 
the remains of courage, loyalty and piety that yet remained iri 
France ; and extinguifh all that gallant and unhappy party from 
whole co-operation we might promife ourfelves, at 'any future pe- 
riod, to derive advantage. W iiat clfe could be exported from thofc 
Moderates, who, though affu ruing that appellation, had, in fuc- 
cecding to the party of Robcrfpierre, only eftablillied themfelvcs on 
a new throne of terror r Thus the peace which was in the prefent 
inftance propoled, as the. means of fafety, would ultimately only 
Operate to enfure the work of deftruSion. But this was but a fnrall 
jpartof the objections to concluding a peace in the prefent moment. 
His honourable friends whb fupported the amendment, had not yet 
told him what fort of peace they propofed to make; and before they 
could require his .affent to their propofition, they ought^ firft to be 
prepared to (hew what terms of peace they would adopt under the 
prefent circumftanccs, rather than proceed to carry on the war for 
Another campaign. Except they could do this* to propofe a peace, 
fa the fituation in which we were now placed, was only to propofe 
a gratuitous lofs of honour, to hold out a fymptom of fear, and a 
fignal of defpair. - Would his honourable friend, or Would even the 
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right honourable gentleman bppofite (Mr. Fox) hlmfelf fay, that 
England was in that ftate under which flic fliould agree to a peace, * 
leaning the Auftrian Netherlands in poffeffion of the French i In a 
few months after, Holland would certainly be added to that acqui- 
lition, and ii a Ihort time afterwards, the fw^rd muft be drawn 
again, upon terms of much greater difadvantage, than we had now 
to encounter in carrying on the war. He would nflert, paradoxical 
as it might appear, that the only fatuity for Holland at prefent in 
making a peace with France, was derived from the circumftance of 
our ftili coiVinui.ig to carry on the w'ar. Who that looked to. the 
proceedings of the Convention, did not fee that it was their policy 
on cvcrv ore ifton, to keep up their arrogant and menacing fy Item, 
and to h >ld a high tone of fupiriority with rcfptcf to all other na- 
tions ? B\ thefe means thoy hul contrived to ehcrifh that fpirit of 
enthuliafin among the people, vhich hid enabled them to make 
f»ich extraordinary exertions, and on which they depended for the * 
continuance of their power. It would be impolfiblc to propofe 
peace, wuhout an implied adniiJum of this boaftod V rcnch fuperi- 
ority ; to adopt the langi *»gc of picifkallon, would at once be an 
acknowledgement of their claims, and a comlflion of your own <lif- 
gracc. 

Would they, in fuch a fit nation, be dif r < fid to makepeace with 
you on tcims of equality, or mult not )ou be contented to accept of 
inch turns as they fliould be inclined to offer ; The honourable Ba- 
ronet, ^Sir Richard lliiri whom lie highly rtfpufted, had alluded to 
a decree of die French Convention, mtnroncd 1 v him in the courfe 
of Lift feflion, and had afligned that decree as a reafc<n why he then 
voted for the war. This was the decire of the 1 3th of April, 1793* 
in which it hid necn declared ticalon for anj man to propofe peace 
with the powers at wmi, except upon a recognition of the French 
Republic, on the principles of liberty and cqu dity, founded on the 
umlicnible aud impuleripuhlo rights of man. They were not 
Amply content with the recognition of their Republic, except it wa$ 
acknowledged on their own principles, principles hoftile to every 
edabliflied Government, and which he contended could not 'be 
adopted this country, without figning the depofition of the King, 
and the annihilation of the Parliament. But even if a peace were 
to be made a on the jlalus quo, it could not be done without a refti- 
tution on )our part of the conquered Weft-India iflands, on retain- 
ing which depend not only all your hopes of indemnification for the 
cxpcnccs of the war, but >t the future fecurity of your own poflef- » 
lions in that quarter. Would you, in any other war, readily be 
fhfjjofpd to mike foci* a conccflion, and will you be induced, in foq 

H % 
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prefent, tamely to fubmit to fuch a facrifice ? The fccne of mifery 
and horror that muft enfue, was indeed inconceivable ; the furren- 
fler'of thefe iflands, would be to give up to the fury of their an- 
cient tyrants, the miferable inhabitants who had fought your pro- 
tection, and at once to violate every principle of good faith and hu- 
manity. Before, too, you made fuch a furrender, there was an- 
other queftion to be confidercd : no lefs than whether you would af- 
ford to the French an unrefifted opportunity of working upon die 
unfortunate fyftem that now prevailed in that country ; and intro- 
ducing their government of anarchy, the horrors of which were even 
more dreadful than thofe of flavery. To thofe who had in com- 
mon deplored the meafurcs of the unfortunate negroes, it muft ap- 
pear aftoniftiing, that any propofitinn likely to be attended with fuch 
confequcnccs, could ever enter the mind of his honourable friend 
(Mr. Wilberforce). Bcfides, it was impoflihle to afeertain what a 
/wide-fpread circle of calamity the adoption of this proportion might 
produce. If cncc the principles of Jacobinifm fhould obtain a foot- 
ing in the French Weft- India iflands, could we hope that our own 
would be fafe from the contagion ? If it had been found fcarccly 
poflible to fhut cut tire infection of tlicfe principles from the well- 
tcmpercd and varioufly blended orders of fociety which fubfifted in 
this country, where a principle of fubordination ran through all the 
ranks of fociety, and .all were united by a reciprocity of connection 
and intcr^ft, what might he expefled to be their cftedls operating 
upon the deplorable fyftcm fubfifting in that quarter. It would be 
giving up your own colonies fpeedily to be devoted to all the horrors 
of anarchy and devaluation. Such is the fituation to which you 
woujd reduce yourfclvcs by any propofition for peace in the prefent 
moment, even upon the Jhitus quo , which, in all probability, w 7 oultl 
not be accepted. Any fuch propofition muft nccefiartly imply a 
confeflion of your own weaknefs. You muft afk for peace, not in- 
deed, in the language, but in the pofture, of Application. He had 
not yet heard our ow-n difficulties ftateu in fuch terms, ns (hewed an 
abfolute nectffity of immediately having recourfc to peace. What 
had chiefly' been infifted on, was the unfortunate event of the laft 
campaign. He was not difpofed to diminifh the extent of our ca- 
lamities, or hold out any flattering profpedt of the fucccfs of our op£* 
rations. The fpeech of His Majefty mentioned tlic reverfes and 
di$appointrnents i which had attended the progrefs of our arms. But 

vm this a fufficient ground why we fhould all at once be induced to 
abandon the war, and to fue for peace ? Was the enumeration 
yrhich had been made of the checks and defeats in the courfe of the 
campaign, tp confidercd a^.jjt all conclufivc ? I Jad not firm* 
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lar checks and defeats occurred in former wars, where die objeft 
was much lefs feiious, and where, after all, thq event had been 
fuccefsful ? Would any man, then, from the experience of former 
wars, pretend to fay, that the bare check of military operations, or 
the transfer of territory from one Power to another, were fufficient 
grounds of difeoumgement, or formed the ultimate eriterion of fuc- 
cefs r No man would pretend to fay fuch was the cafe. And if 
fucli was not the fad w ith refped to wars in general, much lefs 
would it hold with refped to the prefent war, as carried on by this 
country. AH modern wars had been remarked to depend on a com- 
paiifon of the means by which they were to be carried on. That 
power which po He l fed the fupciioritv of rcfourccs had been found 
finally to be fuccefsf.il. The great queftion between Great Bri- 
tain and l'i ar.ee, in the prefent contcft, was, Which ftiouldbeable 
to hold out longc ft in point of pecuniary rcfourccs r At*prcfcnt both 
the balance of territorial acquiiitions, and of pecuniary refources, 
were on the fide of Great Britain. Nay, he fhould go farther, and 
\cnturc to afiln, that if all that had been loft by Auftria, Pruffia, 
and the States of Italy, were to be put together, it would not amount 
to tlu extent of the lofs which had been fuftained by France alone, 
finer the commencement of the w ar. With refped to the refources 
of Fiance, they lnd cxiftcd, and they had ccafed. 

He faid it would indeed be very finguLr, if, becaufca nation, 
in direct contradiction to hope and reafon, had maintained a war 
of twoyeirs, and canied it on with a wild profufion, which en- 
abled tlicm to nftonifti the world with their military jtrhievcmcRts* 
that it w *s not to be dctci mined when thofe means would end ; he, 
for bis r irt, thought it a fubjecl of rcafonible calculation. They 
exilted, he faid, by means as extraordinary as the events they 
biought aloit — their pecuniary cxpcnccs were bejond any t"ing 
ever kno\ui — and fupported by requifition of perfon, life, and pro- 
perty — th„y depended entirely upon terror — every thing that we >k- 
cned that fyftcm, weakened their means, and as the adoption of 
moderation Tapped it on one fide, fo the pcrfcvcrancc in att wk could 
not but pull it down on the other — “ take every part of it,** faid he, ’ 
“ one by one, view their expenditure, and then fee, whether terror 
is not* the inftrument by which they have raifed their extiaot Jinaty 
fupplics, and obtained all their unexampled fucceffcs/* His hp- * 
nourable friend (Mr. Canning) had ftated the expence with which 
the French Government had been attended fincc the commencement; 
of the revolution. As to entering into details of this fort, he wifibed 
to obferve, that, if any Member was defirous to be acquainted wktf 
Jhc authorities upon wltich lie proceeded, he was ready to enter iatfy 
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any particular difcuflion, and point out the fourccs from which he 
fed derived his information. He then ftated, that fince the rcvolu- 
tjort their expenditure amounted to^So millions ftcrling ; 320 mil- 
lions fterling in two years was the price of the efforts by which they 
wrefted from the allies the conquefts they had obtained. But was 
this to be confidered as the fcalc of what they could fpend ? did 
thefo enormous fums arife from an increafe of revenue, or from an 
orderly {yftem of finance r — Not at all — it arofe from an unlimited 
paper credit — and all their own accounts concurred, he laid, in 
declaring, that if carried any farther, it would be impofliblc to 
maintain any longer, much lefs to augment it, by any further ag- 
gravations of the milehiefs ot plunder and confulion. It had even 
been ftated by their own leader, that it had now been carried to that 
point, beyond which it could not be extended without ruin to the 
country. In former times the whole circulation of France had been 
flared to amount only to go millions annually, of which it may 
naturally be fuppofed that a great part remained unadivc. He 
mentioned this in order to fhew how far the fcalc of their expendi- 
ture exceeded wlvit might Ik: fuppofed to be the natural refourccs of 
the country. While the circulating medium of the whole country 
amounted to no more than 90 millions in f 793, the affignats iffued 
amounted to 130 millions fterling ; and at the fame time, the price 
of all the conveniences of life rofe to an enormous height. The 
forcible meafurcs brought forward and adopted for the temporary 
* remedy of this grievance, did not bring into a&ual circulation above 
J 30 millions, and thereby were reduced to half their nominal va- 
lue, fo that the J,ouis brought 120 Jivres in affignatj!, onc-fixth of 
their nominal value only. Then came into their aid the fyftcm, 
of terror, and the paradoxical experiment of credit, founded on the 
bafts of fear— for from dcfolation and diftrefs they extracted fuch 
fums as could not be raifed, from the utmoft confidence, in the 
tnoft opulent nation of the earth. It might appear, he (aid, very 
extraordinary, how they contrived to carry into the rcceffes of every 
feufe the impuMc of their engine, terror— a law was made by them 
trading a penalty of 20 years imprifonment againft any man who 
refufed to take the affignats at the depreciated value of one-fixth, 
arid at the fame time obliging them, by an arbitrary maximum, to 
/tH their provifions at alow price fixed by thcmfclvcs. This he 
yras actually carried into execution— but means fo violent could 
nq|ife e^peded to laft long. In the days of Roberfpierre, the ad- 
for the French had faid, all this was done by the epthufiafm 
people— but appeared afterwards to be done by cruelty— 
tevolutionaiy tribunal ? and the ^indefatigable adivity of th$ 
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guillotine — that taken away, the aflignats fell considerably. One 
tiling lie faid, he would mention, on the authority of the French 
Minifter of Finance, under the title of an Article of Oeconomy, 
viz. in addition to die other engines of tyranny, they eftablifhed in 
every divifion a defeription of men, under the name of Revolution-* 
ary Committees, who were appointed to fupetintend the execution 
of this law ; they lived by plunder, and coft no Ms a fum than 26 
millions fterling. Since, thofc 130 millions aforementioned, in- 
dead of diminilhing, they augmented to 260 millions fterling; and 
their own account of the date of thofc in 1793, would give fome 
idea of the effect likely to be produced by 260 millions. If then 
the fyftem of terror be done away, how, lie afked, could they fub- 
iilt ? a fyftem fo unnatural could not fublift by natural means, % as 
the fyftem relaxed, affi gnats decrcafcd in value, and were chaiged 
at an immoderate difeount by the fervants of the Convention them- 
fclves. In two months after the death of Robeifpierrc, they fell to 
one half, anti lattlv to one fourth of their nominal value. In ad- 
dition lie dated, that the Membcis in the Convention, even thofc 
who were moft oppofite, concurred in declaiing, that by die dimi- 
nution of aflignats their means w ere leflened, and that they* could 
only raife them by contracting their exertions, and diminifliing their 
forces. And it fhould be re collected this was their only rcfourcc. 
Was it then too much to fay, their rcfourccs were nearly at an end? 
It was this unlimited pow r cr which the French Convention had af- 
fumed to purchafe or to fciz,c all property, as fuited to their purpofcs^ 
wliich accounted for the ftupendous fcale of operations which they 
had been enabled to purfuc. This circumftanee completely folvcd 
the phenomenon, which otherwife appeared fo inexplicable, and 
was adequate to all thofe miraculous cffefls which had attended the 
progrefs of the French revolution, and which fecined to baffle all 
reafoning, as much as they had exceeded all human expectation. 
In all tliefe circumftanccs ht; would fay that w r c had fuflicient in- 
ducements to carry on the war, if not with the certainty of faith, 
yet at lcaft w ith the confidence of expedtatipn. A war, the imme- 
diate termination of which would be attended with certain evil, and 
the profecution of which, under the preftnt circumftances, was at 
lcaft noj without great probable hope. 

If we looked to the fituation of France, they were now attempt- 
ing to have recourfe to a milder and more moderate fyftem, a fyf- 
tem which would only deprive them of .thofc prodigious energies, 
which they had hitherto exerted with fuch aftonifhing effedt ; but 
they no longer indeed pofieffed the fame means, and could not 
therefore be expedted to difplay the feme exertions. Would it to 
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fofiible for them all at once to reftorc the farmer to the occupations 
of agriculture, and the merchant to the purfuits of commerce, and 
to replace, in an inftant, the devaluations of war and plunder, by the 
arts of 'peace, and the exertions of induftry ? It would require 
years of tranquillity to rcftorc them to the enjoyment of thofe ordi- 
nary refourccs, which they had poiiclfcd previous to the commence- 
ment of the prefent definitive war — refources which they could no 
longer' employ. For even could* it be fuppofed that Roberfpierre 
Were raifed from the d&ul, they would no longer be quahfidi to dis- 
play the fame energies which, under his adminiftration, had been 
called forth by the influence of a fvl&m of terror ; the means by 
which thefe exertions had been fupplied, were now exhaufted. — 
'What could they poflibly refort to for frdh fupplics r Could it be 
fuppofed, that when the forced loan failed at the time it was at- 
tempted, it can again be tried and fuccccd, in a time much more 
unfavourable to it, when the fyftcm of terror is almoft dilfolved? 
The quefrion then was — had we, under the prefent circumfianccs, 
the profpcct of being able to bring as great a force into the held, a$ 
would require from the French the fame degree of exertion which 
had been nccelTary in the former campaigns t Even let it be fuppo- 
fed that Holland fhould fall, anc! that circumfianccs fhould be fuch 
that we could no longer look for afiilhncc iiom the Court of Berlin, 
yet he could fee no reafon why the augmentation of rhe Britifli force 
might not fully fupply the lofs, and even do fomething more valu- 
able in point of ctfedl, with refpect to the operations of the war. 
He could fee no reafon if we gave to Auftria the pecuniary aid 
which it required as its own expence, why we might not be able, 
in conjunction with the augmented force, which, from theafliftancc 
of our credit, it w r ould be enabled to bring forward, along too with 
the powers of Spain, and the States of Italy, to effedt a powerful 
diverfion, and aecomplifh the important purppfc — a purpofc in the 
jaccomplifhment of which, the happinefs, almpft the exiftence of 
Europe, entirely refted. 

Mr. FOX faid, that exhaufted as he felt himfclf, and difgufted 
as the Houfe mult be at hearing a repetition of the fame arguments 
upon which we had been firfl: involved in a fituation difaftrous be- 
yond example," if he did not endeavour to ftate to the ljoufe the 
uecefiity of adoptive the amendment, or an amendment of fome 
filch nature, > he Ihould be wanting in his duty. On the condudk 
Oftlfo war, not a word had been faid: The honourable Baronet 
^hd moved. the Addrefs, had declined all difcuffion on that head, 
expreffing his belief that thofe who were entrufted with the dire&iori 
ff.it would give the neccfiary explanations at a future period* The 
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time would come for thofe explanations/ or, at leaft, for calling 
for them. At prefent, he wifhed gentlemen to confider the horru 
ble pifture which two of His Majefty’s Minifters had given of pur 
fituiuion ; that we wens engaged, and muft perfbvere in a contcft* 
tlic iffue of which involved not territory or commerce, not vi&oiy 
or defeat, in the common acceptation of the words, but our Con* 
flitution, our country, our exiftence as a nation. Viewing this 
picture, he was glad that truth and rcafon had at length found their 
w r ay to the minds of fomc men. He fhould have thought if 
flrangc, indeed, if while fo many had feparated themfelvcs from 
him on differences of political opinion, there fhould have been 
none to adopt the opinions which he (till retained. Thofe who 
moved and fupported the amendment now faid, that the Houfe of* 
Commons ought not, by their Addrefs to the Crown, to pledge 
themfclves never to agree to a peace with France, while the prefent 
Republican Government exited. Was this a new do&rine? Cer- 
tainly not ; but it was new to call upon the Houfe for fuch a pledge- 
It was the firft time of afking Parliament to aflure Ilia Majefty that 
they would never think it advifcable to treat with the French Re-/ 
public on the prefent fyftcm, unlefs in a cafe of fuch imperious nc~ 
ceflity on the part of this country as muft preclude all reafoniftg* 
and lie gave Minifters credit for their candour in afking it thus 
fairly, and without equivocation. [Mr. Pitt intimated acrofs the 
table that exprefllons in a former Addrefs pledged the Houfe to this] 
Mr. Fox faid, he wifhed to give the right honourable gentleman 
fome credit for candour, but the right honourable gentleman fo de- 
tefted the thing, that he could not endure even the name. H$, 
knew there were cxprdTions in former Add relics that might admit 
of fuch a conftru<ftion ; and aware that they would be fo conftrued* 
when Minifters found it convenient, he had warned, but in vain, die 
Houfe againft adopting them. If, in the misfortunes of his country 
it were pofTible not to fympathize, he fhould feel fome confolation 
in obferving the eflfc# of double dealing j of ufmg words in one- 
fenfe, with the intention of their being underfiood in another ; of 
courting the fupport of fome men upon one interpretation, and of 
others upon an interpretation diredtly oppofite. If the Minifter had 
faid candidly and plainly, in the firft inftance, u This war i's urn? 
dertaken fpr the exprefs purpofe of deftroying the French Govern- 
ment, and, come w r hat will, we can never make peace while that 
Government endures/* he might not, perhaps, have had fo many 
fupporters, but he would have been faved the unpleafant feeling of 
this day*s diffidence with his friends. His eagcmcf$,to obtain th^ 
fupport of all led him to make ufe of equivocal words# and wwf 
Vot. XL; l • 



1 ’PARLIAMENTARY A. 1794. 

h& own friends told him that they did not interpret thofe Words as 
he did ; that they thought the definition of the French Govern- 
ment a deliraWe oi jet if it cou'd be accomplifhcd on reafonablc terms; 
but tint if they hid imagined that peace muil never be thought of, 
till that Government was deftroyed, they would not have voted for 
the war. Here was an inftance of the Minificr’s deriving no ad- 
vantage from equivocation. Here at length was what he had fo 
often laboured, but without efFeift, to obtain ; a clear declaration of 
the precife objedt of the war, and of the terms on which alone we 
Could hope for peace. This led to the queftion of policy , and, in 
proceeding to examine that queftion, he found another inftance of 
ihgenuoufnefs. The Speech from the Throne, the mover and fc- 
Conder of the Addrcfs, admitted that we had experienced difafters 
in the courfe of the laft campaign. The two Minifters who had 
fpoken on the fubjeift, both faid they would not deny that the enemy 
had over-run provinces and taken ftrong towns. — They would not 
deny— aftonifhing candour ! The acceflion of ftrength and integrity 
they had gained in the Cabinet infpired them with fuch confidence 
that they felt bold enough to fubftitute plain dealing for (huffling 
and equivoque, and they would not deny that the enemy liad over- 
run provinces and taken ftrong towns ! When the true ftatement 
was, that never, in any one campaign, fincc the irruptions of the 
Goths and Vandals, had fuch reveries been experienced on the one 
hand, and fuch acquifitions made on the other. The French had 
not only driven the allies from France, retaken all the captured 
fortreftes, but were now actually in pofieflion of all the Auftrian 
Netherlands, Dutch Brabant, a confiderable part of the United 
Provinces, all the left bank of the Rhine, except Mentz, part of 
Piedmont, all the province of Navarre, and much of Bifcay and 
Catalonia— Then Minifters were ready to confefs that the French 
had taken ftrong towns! Were fo many ever taken in any five cam- 
paigns in the hiftory of modern Europe 1 He fttould be told, it was 
tufting the part of a bad fubjeift to exaggerate the fucceftes of an 
fnemy lie would reply, that he was rifting the part of an honeft 
lumber of Parliament, in telling the Houfe truths which they ought 
ia hear, as the only grounds of deciding properly ; and reminding 
them of difafters which, not fortune, but folly, had brought upon 
the country. On the means by which the exertions of the French 
had been hitherto ftimulated, much declamation had been wafted. 
*f were ever to be unfortunately in the fame lituation with th£ 
French, we ftiould then make fimilar exertions, and not till then. 

not make fimilar exertions now ? Becaufe we had not fimilsuf 
motives. That we were fighting for our Conftitution, our liberties, 
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religion, and lives, did very well for rounding a period in a fpcochj 
but the people would believe none of all this, nor that they jvhip 
faid fo believed it themfelves. To him it was aftonifhing how anjr 
fet of men who did believe it, could have fo worked thenplelves Up, 
as to rifk fuch a war on the wild theories they lud nourifhed in their 
own minds, or the applaufes of thofe who were but too ready to 
applaud upon truft. To hear them, one would think, that no oa- 
tion was at peace with France, or that, if any were, it muft already 
be undone* Was Denmark, Sweden, or even Genoa, notwith- 
ftanding our tyrannical condurt towards it, in a ftatc of anarchy, 
in confequencc of being at peace with France ? Was America^ 
whofe own glorious Confutation was founded nn the rights of man f 
No fuch thing — With America the intercourfe of France was great 
and conftant ; in America, French principles, more than in any 
other country, the principles of liberty and equality, might be ex- 
ported to find a genial foil ; yet America was fo far from bcit^; 
thrown into a frate of anarchy by the growth of thofe dreaded prin- 
ciples, that fhe had juft obtained a very advantageous treaty of amity 
and commerce with this country — a treaty, as far as he had heatd 
of it, which jufticc and policy would have dirtated at any time, 
but which he feared the difficulties in which our Minifters had in- 
volved themfelves, rather than their juftice or policy, induced them 
to give. Why, then, were wc to be fo much afraid of peace with 
France, when fo many other nations had made the experiment, without 
any mifehievous confequences ? When men were attached to theories 
theyfhut their eyesagainft thcplaineft and ftrongeft farts. The French 
Revolution had now fubfifted five years and a half, and in the fix,th * 
year of it we were told, that if we were to make peace with the pr£- 
fcut rulers of France, their terrible principles would fpread anarchy, 
and robbery, and bloodfhed, not'only over this country, but over 
all the world. Yet though their fuccefles had been brilliant beyond 
example, (and how far fuceefs impofes upon the bulk of mankind, 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer could tell better than moft men), 
except in the petty ftate of Geneva, of which he did not know to 
be upon French principles, not a Angle revolution had their exam- 
ple produced. To us, however, it was faid that their intercaurf* 
in time of peace would be moft formidable. r Frqtn Calais to Do- 
ver they would pour in upon us fo many miflionaries.— What, had 
they none already here f Had not Minifters told the Houle and dw 
public, that for more than two years, Jacobin Societies, correfpom/- 
ing with the Jacobin Societies of France, had been labouring^ witft 
indefatigable zeal, to propagate Jacobin principles ?• Happily thdpj 
•miffaries. who knew the habits, manners, and teqguage of , 
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people, had been labouring without cffe& ; nay, he was juftified 
in faying fo by Minifies themfelvcs ; lor, thank God, the King's 
Speech, for the firft time thefe two y* irs, hid nothing of an alarm 
in it. There muff, then, be fomething in the French lmguagc, 
fo agreeable, fo foothing, fo captivating, fo intcllgiblc to Ergiiffi 
ears, that French emiduics would be fure of fucceL, wheie Eng- 
Jifli emilfaries had labound in vain for more thin two \cars. On 
the expreflion — acquitted FJcn , whi'h a right Lon >u uMe gentle- 
man had ufed, he hoped inadurtuitlv, (into he had thought *t ne- 
ceflaiy to cxplnn it, he (liould fay nothing of how rcprdknhble it 
was, either in a conftitutional or moral point of view. Of the 
Societies then in the light hono rab’e gt ntlenuin’s mind, h b< lif ved 
the trueft deferiptim had been given fiom the Bench, viz. “ That 
they wanted numbers, arms, money, and even /cd.” This, he 
believed, would he found to be the accurate defection cf °ny So- 
ciety, formed in this country, for the purpof of overtiming the 
Confthutnn. That thcie mijht be 1 few fpuulitifts m th»s coun- 
try, who w r ould piefei another form of Govcmrrrnr f ) the prelcnt, 
he had no doubt, there were fuch in ever) count)) , an 1 even 
thefe feldom had much zeal. But the Fngl/n hngngc would not 
do to feduce the piople of England from tli ir alk^uivc to the 
Conftitution. French umffarics muff com over .«nd moulcite 
French principles in the Ficneh lan^u gr. They muft go among 
our labourers and mu anf usurers, and is the calamuus o'* wm hid 
proved infuflivient to rou.c them, tell tlum tli ' w r' non expokd 
to all the cilinntns of p ce * The right larnuraMc gentleman 
, (Mr. Windham) complained of want of 7<etl m tnc country. 
Surely our fiddlers hid not fought with lefs valour, mr ojr officers 
With lefs (kill, than in any former war. Whatever bravely or con- 
duct could atchicvc, they liad uniformly done , but it muff be re- 
collected, that the general exertion of a campaign depends up n the 
number’s brought into the field. 

When he formerly made a motion in that Houfc fir peace, he 
found no Want of zeal for war, no want of /eil to cry down any 
man who had the hardinefs to oppofe it — at lead he found enough, 
And knqw not to what greater length it could have gope, unlefs 
they had expelled him the Houfe, or declared him a traitor, as 
they feemed to think a laudable practice in other places towards any 
mat| who oppofed the will of the majority. What was the caufe 
of that zeal ? contempt for the enemy and confidence in thfcir own 
foflmgth ; and the caufe being gone, the effect had ceafcd. Such 
ever be the cafe with zeal founded on falfe principles. Why 
thtrzcal ahd exertions of the Blench lefs offered by ill fucccfe 
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than ours ? Minifters would anfwer ; “ they force every man 
into the field who is capable of ferving, they ftrip every other man 
of whatever they want for the fervice of the army, and amid mi- 
fery, wretchedncfs and death, they produce an unnatural exertion 
by means of tyranny and terror.” — At the call of ncceflity, even 
fuch means muft be rJortcd to. Were a Ftench army to land in 
this country, declaring that they would make no peace with us, till 
we renounced our Conftitution and accepted of a form of Govern* 
ment according to their fancy, W'ho would deny that every man 
capable of ferving agiinft them muft be compelled to fervice, and 
that ivcr\ faciificc muft be made by individuals to repel the com- 
mon danger ? Such a&s in fuch cafes, inftcid of tyranny, became 
a virtue ; and be was furprifed to hear men of correct minds de- 
ducing arguments from them, of which they ought to be afhamed. 
Would we fubmit, it was alkcd, to peace with the prefent Go- 
vernment of France ? Submit to wlrit ? Submit to the French 
having a bad Government ? Had we not fubmitted to this for 
more than a centurv ? Had we ever found ourfclves uneafv under 
our fubmiflion to Pcifias having a bad Gn’crnmcnt ? Had we 
not fubmitted to all the inju'ticc, cruelty and fliuohtcr perpetrated 
in Poland ? Then it was afked, “ Would we ftibmit topropofe 
peace If all nations were to (land upon this point, no war 
could^tvcr be concluded, but by the extermination of one or other 
of the a ntending parties, for one or other muft fubmit to propofe 
pc ice. But to propofe peace was no fub million, no degradation. 
Peace had often been ptopoftd by the victorious party, and this had 
alwavs been deemed an act (fwifdomand mignanimity, not of 
conccffion. What were all the other degrad uions and fubmiflfions 
but lofty words and unmeaning phrafes ? We had once faid, that 
we would never treat with the prefent Government of France ; take 
away this impediment to peace, and every advantage w ? c obtained 
afterwards, if the war mull be continued, would be fomething in 
our favour; whereas, while that remained, our fucceffcs would 
only ftimuhtc the enemy to frefh exertions, by frelh fufferings and 
frcfli facrificcs ; fir it was impoflible to fuppofe that the* French 
Govtrnnjcnt would ever ncgociatc for its own deftru6lion. Would 
not this give a clear fandlion ofjuftice to the war ? Would it not 
produce unanimity with greater zeal and exertion at home, by con- 
vincing every maa that w r e w r ere not at war for unreafonable ot im- 
practicable objects, but to bring an unreafonable enemy to equitable 
terms of peace ? But what might it not be expe&ed to produce in * 
Frcnce, where, as Minifters faid, the Government was perpetually * 
changing from hand to hand, and the lofs of power marked thepe^ 
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poJ of life ? Minifters were always fpeculating on the internal 
affair? of France ; why not try a little of this fpeculation ? The 
Convention, they faid, deluded the people by telling them that they 
were waging war of extermination. To offer to treat would put 
an end to the delufion, the people would open their eyes, and the 
Convention muft give them peace or meet the extermination which 
they were faid to denounce againft others. The prefent ftate of the 
war was calamitous beyond example. W e had gained Martinico, 
Cuadaloupe, St. Lucia, and part of St. Domingo, in the Wd 
Indies, with Corfica in the Mcditcrr mean. Our Allies had loft 
all he had enumerated in the former part of his fpcech. If thefc 
jtftonifhing exertions of the enemy by lind had impeded their exer- 
tion? by fea, it would be fomething ; but unfortunately the predic- 
tion in one of the King s fpecches, that their navy had r< ccived an 
irrecoverable blow at Toulon, was already falfifkd. Was, it not 
true that a fleet had already failed from that p>rt fuperior in point 
jtf number to our fleet in the Mediterranean ? Their naval excr- 
tion$ at Breft had afforded Lord Howe one of the moft glorious 
triumps in the annals of our hiftory. If their navv had been fuch 
a? Miniftcrs reprefented it at the commencement of the war, viz. a 
qavy only upon paper, Lord Howe would not have had the glory 
qf beating an ennemy of fuperior force. But even that blow proved 
not? to be irrepaiable, for they had now a fleet at fea which it was 
doubtful w'hcther we could immcdiatel) collect a fuffkient force to 
drive from the Englifh Channel. Thefc eircumftances were matter 
o( very ferious confideration to every man who felt for the honour 
ind fafety of his country. If the war fhculd go on, mull w f c not 
,expedt> from what we have feen, that ihk, enemy would again dif- 
pute with us the fuperiority at fea ? The (kill and courage of our 
navy he confided in as unmatched by any people in the world ; but 
ffciU and courage could not always compcnfate for inequality of force; 
gnd as our chance of vidtory was greater, fo was our flake. The 
defeat q( the French fleet, as we had fo lately experienced, would 
bp of littlp confequcnce to the general iffue of the campaign, while 
the defeat of our fleet would be little Ihort of abfolute deftrudtion. 
Why then expofe us on fuch unequal riik i It was admitted, 
however, that when difafter had fubdued obftinacy and etftinguifhed 
h we rauft makepeace, even with the French Republic. Then 
all that was now imagined of humiliating and degrading 
M&i be true ; we muft throw ourfelvcs at the feet of thofe we had 
J$P^rpned and riviled, perhaps exafperated, and fubmit to what- 
jHpr terms they thought fit to knpofe. Why expofe ourfelves to the 
fusibility of fuch ruin ? WJy not renounce the vifionary 
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project of overturning the prefent Government of France i ft 
alter that they abufed the peace we made with them, we fllould cfo a* 
wc had done with Franco before, contend for fuperiority with the fknttf 
ftake and the fame exertion. If afked what terms of peace he Wbrftf 
adviie, he would anfwer, that to adjuft the terms was the bufinC&i 
of Miniftcrs, who alone poffefftd the neceffary information. Let 
them propofe fuch terms as on a confidcration of all the circum* 
fiances, of the relative ftiength of the contending parties, of what 
might be gained and what loft on either fide, they fhould judge to 
be fair and equitable, and if thefe were lefufed, we (hould be in a 
better fituation than before, Ixxaufe both parties would know what 
they were fighting for, and how much the attainment of it waa 
worth. Another difficulty arofe from the French Loyalifts. Thank 
God, he was innocent of whatever might befal thefe unfortunate 
mtn. He had deprecated the war in the firft inftancc, and after star 
commencement, every aCt which could give the French Emigrants 
reafon to ex pc A our fupport in their pretenfions upon their own 
country. Next, it was faid : u Will you give up the Weft India 
Ifiands , will you deliver over thofe men to the vengeance of their 
implacable enemies, who, as the price of your protection, affifted 
you in taking thofe Ifiands ?” To thefe queftions let them anfotef, 
who had facrificcd the French Emigrants fighting in our pay, in 
almoft every g irrifon we had been compelled to furrender, who had 
t »rown men into fituations from which they could not be extricated, 
nor yet receive the ordinary protection of the laws of war. Thefe 
might be difficulties to the Mimfter ; thefe might be reafons why 
he fiiould never be able to extricate himfelf from the bufirtefs with 
honour ; but it was the Nation’s honour, not the Miniftcr’s, abouf 
which he was anxious The Honourable Baronet who moved thflf 
Addrefs, hid expreffed his h>pes of a unanimous vote in fupport 
of it. If it wore to be voted unanimoufly, this country could never 
make peace with honour , if there were a divifion upon it, part of 
the country would come out clear. In His Majefty's fpeech, then* 
is no mention of allies , it was only faid, “ that His Majefly will 
omit no opportunity of concerning the operations of the rfdxt c&afc' 
paign with fuch of the powers of Europe as are impreffed with thd 
fame fertfe of the neceffity of vigour and exertion/* Who thofe 
powers ml£ht be we were left to conjecture. The Dutch, howevef, 
we were told, were ncgociating, and the King of Pruflh, wd kfteW, 
hatT foiled. The hon. gentleman whofeconded the Addrefe, fta4 
given him the credit of predicting this failure ; but added thdt 
himfelf had predicted the fall of Roberfpierre, and various odMi 
MtterU which bad alfo come to pafs. The hdnoufaMe^ehridttA 
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xmght have predi&cd that it would be a dry fummer and a rainy 
autumn ; he refigned to him all the honour of prediction. For his 
own part, he had prcdi&ed nothing ; he had only ufed the beft ar- 
guments he was able, to (hew tha*, from the paft conduct of the 
King of Pruffia, there could be no reliance on any engagement he 
might enter into with us, and the event had (hewn that thofe ar- 
guments w'ere all founded. The Minifter himfclf would not now 
promife us anv affiftante from the King of Pruffia beyond his con- 
tingent as an Elector of the Empire, even on the treaty of 1787. 
But the Emperor was to make a great augmentation ot his forces, 
by money borrowed on our credit. Why on our credit ? Plainly, 
beeaufc he had no credit of his own. Weic there no monied men 
in the Emperor s dominions ? Were the capitalifts of Europe fo 
fhort-fighted, fo flow in perceiving the advantages of an Imperial 
loan, that they could not fee them, till pointed out by our Govern- 
ment ? , They faw the advantages , but they would not lend their 
money, beciufe the) knew the borrower was not to be trufted. The 
loan was neither more nor lefs thm a fubfidy under another name, 
adiftirojhon to flimh and fo aiding, as he hoped never to have fecn 
attempted by the Miniflers of great potentates. Mark then the 
defperate lituation to which we were reduced. The only Ally from 
whom w'e had any liojes of efficient aid was the Emperor , and 
60m him, for the enormous fum of fix millions, we might get as 
good and as ufeful a fubfidiaiy treaty, as was our treaty with the 
King of Pruffia lafi year. The Emperor, it would be faid, had 
mote faith — fo it was faid of the King of Pruflia , but he had 
very little confidence in the faith of the cabinet of any abfolute Mo- 
narch. During the American war, a noble Marquis then com- 
manding a feparate army, expreffed his great furpri/t at finding the 
people of Virginia fo like the people of Carolina. Next year wc 
might have to expiefs our great furprize at finding the King of Bo- 
hemia fo like the Elector of Brandenburgh. He would agree to 
put the whole argument on the opinion of any experienced officer 
who had ferved the lafl campaign on the continent, whether or not 
there was any rational hope of co operation between the Englifli 


and die Auftrian army. ITiey hated one another more than either 
hated the French ; and from the battle of Tournay, where the 
Andrians fought the whole day, or rather flood the whole day 


without %bting, and the enemy were repulfed by a detachment of 
the army* their mutual complaints and recriminations had 

^P^ceflfant. But the finances of France were exhaufted, and 
wc ought to try whofe finances would hold out thelongeft. 
#110 this part of die queftion he would not enter, becaufe we wers 
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were told die very fame thing laft year, and on 'the very fame argu- 
ments. The King's fpeech laft year faid the refoufees of the FrencJt 
were rapidly declining ; but rapidly was onlv a relative term ;*t&e£ 
were again rapidly declining this year ; and fo they might be tea 
years hence. The fall of Robcrfpierre — he feemed a great favourite 
on account of his power — it was faid had relaxed the terror, and 
confcqucntlv the energy, of the French fyftcm. The fall of Ro- 
berfpierre, from the ftrefs laid upon it, one would think a tale of 
yefterday; but v hen we looked at dates, we fhould find that he 
was put to death on the 27th of July, and fince that time there ap- 
peared, at l^ft, no relaxation of the French fucceffes. Modera- 
tion, it was contended, muft weaken their Government, and cripple 
their exertions ; he believed no fuch thing ; he looked to general 
principles, and inferred that moderation gave ftrength. Why, it 
was afkcd, were we to look for lefs co-operation in the interior of 
France than formerly ? Bccaufc there was no infurreftion at Lyons, 
Marfeillcs, T oulon, and, he apprehended, very little in La Vendee. 
Our rcfources, it v as faid, were not yet touched. No ! The 
Speech did not tell us, as laft year, that the burdens to be impofedt 
would be little felt by the people, an omiflion he much regretted, as 
it certainly was not made in compliment to his arguments on the 
impropriety of fuch an infertion. Would the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer fay, that if the war was continued another year, the 
people had yet felt one- tenth of the new taxes they muft Imp to 
bear ? Taxes were felt by the poor, and their lituation was parti- 
cularly to he contidercd, when the object of the war was fo equi- 
vocal, that it might be doubted whether the attainment of it would 
be dcfirablc, even if it could be attained by making peace. Minj- 
fters appeared to know every thing that was pafling within France, 
but nothing that was pafling out of it. Of the failing of fleets 
from French ports, which it might be worth knowing, they had no 
information. Juft fo our hoftility fpemed to do every thing within 
France, to raife a tyrant and to pull him down, but to do nothing 
out of France. The depreciation of aflignats was with him an ar- 
gument of little weight. He had been accuftomed for years to hear 
that the paper currency of America was depreciated, not to one half 
or one fourth of its nominal value, but to nothing. His informa- 
tion, however, differed entirely from that of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer on the depreciation of aflignats ; on the ruined ftate of 
French commerce it coincided ; but on the ftate of induftry a tid 
agriculture it totally difegreed. He was told by American gentle* 
men, and thefe by no means partial to French principles, that it* 
{to former period had the cultivation or the produce of the foil been 
Vo u XL. K 
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near fo great. When he heard of the maximum and the expedi- 
ents connected with it, he inferred that the mifery and diftrefs of 
the poor muft be neccffary confcquenccs. He was allured, how- 
ever, that the poorer cldffes of people in France had now a much 
greater portion of all that to them conftituted the comforts of life, 
than had ever fallen to their lot before the revolution, or perhaps 
to the lot of many of the poor of this country. It might be faid that 
his informants were inaccurate obfervers or falft rehtors ; but who 
were thofc from whom Minifters derived their inform "tion ? 1 he 

very perfons who deluded themfelves, had an intereft in d hiding 
Minifters into the profccution of a hopelefs conteft. He depended 
not alone upon the accuracy of thofe with whom he converfed. The 
circumftances they ftated he found confirmed by the pamphlet* of 
French emigrants. But he did not reft his politics on the fituation 
of France, of which his knowledge muft be imperfeft ; he looked 
to the fituation of England, which he had the means of knowing ; 
hefaw us involved in a war which muft produce increafe of debts 
and taxes, with no compenfation even in profpedt, and thought that 
the {boner we got out of it the better. Peace, it was faid, would 
be infccurc , wc fliould not be able to difarm becaufe the French 
could not venture to dilband their numerous aimics, and bring back 
fomany men, without fixed habitations or employments, into the 
heart of the country. Thus were Minifters reduced to this cu- 
rious argument, u We ought to continue the war, becaufe the 
French have an army which they cannot dilband.” What the ef- 
fects of peace might be in France, whether the old Government 
would be reftoied, or abetter fyftem eftablifhed in its room, were 
fpeculations which, as a philofopher and philanthropift, he might 
indulge in, but nevci as a Member of Parliament, or a Counfellor 
of His Mijefty, adopt as principles of conduct. It was pretended 
that Our hoftility had already produced a change of fyftem for the 
better , but on comparing fads with dates, we fliould have more 
reafon to fay that our hoftility produced the fyftem, with reference 
to ivhich only the prefent fyftem was admitted to be better ; that 
our invading Frarice had made Roberfpicrrc a tyrant, and our run- 
ning away deftroyed him. 

In giving his vote for the amendment, he fliould wifli to leave 
out the wdb, u tranfa<ftions which liave lately happened inFrance,” 
becaufe wf^Werc not to treat with any fet of men on account of their 
good^ftjl&i characters, but on account of their poffefling the power 
to If, however, the gentlemen who moved and fcconded 

thcj^behdment, fliould object to leaving out thofe words, he fliould 
for it n$verthelef$. Our acquifition of Corfipa* although men- 



DEBATES, 


A. 1794* 

tioned in the fpeech, had not been once noticed in the debate.—* 
The mode in which we had made the acquifition was curious. If 
it was valuable to the enemy or important to us, we might fairly 
have taken poffeflion of it by right of conqucft, as wc had taken the 
Weft-Jndia iflands ; but we had not done fo. We had done it in 
a way that illuftrated the doXiinc in Dr. Price’s fermon, rendered 
fo confpicuous by the notice taken of it in the Reflexions on the 
French Revolution, a book of fuch excellence, that a right ho- 
nourable gentleman (Mr. Windham) had recommended reading it 
over again, having probably done fo himfelf, as he had changed hit 
firft opinion of it. His Majefty was once King of North America ; 
he was now King of Corfica — In North America he had been 
cjfhcered, in Corfica, he had been eltXed — fo that the doXrine 
of tleXing Kings, and calhcering them for mifconduX, was not 
matter of dangerous theory, but of approved praXice. Sir Gilbert 
Elliot convened the primary affemblics of Corfica ; they chofe dele- 
gates, who met with various other perfons, and all had voices that 
came, fo that the eltXion, by his own account, was fomething 
very like univerfal fuffiage. But this was not ail — His Majefty 
hid previoufly determined not to withhold fiom the inhabitants of 
Corfici the protcXion which they fought for in their fpirited efforts 
to deliver themfclves from the yoke of France ; and thus was made 
by his Minifters to avow aXmg upon the famous decree of the 
French Convention, holding out protcXion to the inhabitants of 
all countries who fliould make efforts to deliver themfclves from the 
yoke of the Government under which they lived — a decree which 
the mere circumftancc of the Convention having paffed, without 
having ever aXed upon it, was two years ago held forth as a fuffi- 
dent caufc of war with France. On the propriety of His Majefty’* 
accepting the Crown of Corfica, without confulting Parliament, he 
fliould fay nothing at preftnt , but he had much doubt of its ulti- 
mately conducing to the honour of this country, or contributing to 
the reiteration ot peace. If we were never to treat with the heads * 
of the Convention, but in fuch extremity, as left no mom for 
choice, when could we look for peaee ? He wifhed the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer would rccollcX that his honour, and the honour of 
the country, were two diftinX things ; and that it was too much to ' 
wait till the hour of extremity came, merely that he might be 
able to fay— 

Potuit qtueflurima virtu * , 

£JJefutt „ , 

When he propofrd treating, he held it more honourable not to y?alfc> , 
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tjJI bt washcaten into it. The country was already forely beaten ; 
it had received wounds both deep and wide, but the obftinacy of 
Mhufters was not yet conquered. Perhaps, as they thought upon 
the fame principle, that it would be difhonourablc to reftore the 
Conquered Weft-India iflands, they were waiting till the French 
ffaauld retake them. He knew not if this was their intention, 
but they had given the French ample opportunity. 

If it were advifeable to go on with the war, let os look at the 
Conduct of it for two campaigns, and what hope could wt have of 
fucccfs under the aufpiccs of thofe who now directed its operations i 
Lord Chatham had retired from the Admiralty, full of glory, co- 
vered with laurels, for his able difpofition of our naval force, and 
the aftive proteflion he had given to our trade. If the boafts of 
laft year on this fubjecl were true, it was unfair to check his Lord- 
fhip in the career of his glory, and unjuft to deprive the country of 
* his ferviccs at fo important a crifis. But the bwafts of laft year w ere 
Ijot true ; his, retiring was a confi-flion of incapacity or negligence ; 
and if he had delayed it much longer, there would have been peti- 
tions for his removal. To the Weft Indies fuch a 'force had been 
fent, as nothing but the great abilities of the officers who commanded 
it could have enabled to take the Fiench iflands, and, when taken, 
was inefficient to dttuul them. To Toulon fuch a force was fent, 
as was too fmall for defence, and too great for retreat with honour. 
The projected invafion ot Fnnee lud been kept alive from year to 
year, and fervid only to weaken our ftrength in quarters where it 
ought to have been more powerful, without even an atumpt to 
carry it into execution. Were our caufc as good as our rcfouiccs 
jvcrc.faid to be inexhauftiblc, with fuch weaknefs, fuch want of fyf- 
tem, fuch hefitating, wavering incap icity in the direction of our 
force, we could hope for no fucccfs. If the honourable gentleman 
who moved the amendment, and his friends, (for the honourable 
gentleman he felt great refpedt, on account of the part he had taken 
in the abolition of the flave trade, a jneafure ; n which he felt deep- 
ly interefted) thought that, in confequcnce of their aiding him to 
obtain a fpeedy peace, peace might be made, without an inquiry 
Into the caufes of the w r ar, he gave them notice that he would re- 
fleeive fupport upon no fuch terms. He would never forego inquiry 
into the caufes of the war, and mcafures to prevent flmilar calami- 
ties in future. This was due to the people, lead, in the enjoyment 
of peace| tfiey Ihould forget their former fufferings from war, and 
again yield thcmfelvcs up to deluflon. Both the prefent and the 
^menpan war were owing to a Court party in this country, that 
ted? the very name of liberty ; and to aji indifference, amounting 
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to barbarity, in the Minifter, to the diftrefles of the people* It 
was fomc confolation to him that he had done his utmoft to prevent 
the war, and to know that thofe who provoked it could not but feel, 
even while they were endeavouring to perfuade others of the contra- 
ry, that they muft, in no very long fpacc of time, adopt the very 
courfe which he was recommending as fit to be adopted now. In 
the Speech, not a word was faid of the navy. He fhould only ob- 
ferve, that in our prefent ciicumftancesj the ncgledl of building a 
iinglc (hip that could poffibly be built, was a ncglcdt higlily crimi- 
nal. 

Mr. JOLIFFE difapproved of continuing the war, but could 
not vote for the amendment; as, if adopted, it might turn out the 
prefent Adminiftration, and thereby endanger the fafety of the 
Conftitution. 

Mr. DUNDAS faid, that on the fubjedt of the Weft Indies, 
and the other matters introduced in the debate, he fhould be ready 
to give anfwcrs when they came again before the Houfe; but at 
that late hour, he declined entering on them. In juftiiication of 
the late Lord of the Admiralty, however, he begged leave to fay a 
few words. At no period had our navy been increafed with more 
lapidify and ability, 01 had it been more fuperior to that of the 
enemy, or more fuccefsful. During Lord Chatham’s naval admi- 
niftration wc had taken or deftroved 2 o fhips of the line, 20 fri- 
gates of upwards of 32 guns, 8 fiigates of lefs force, and 28 other 
velfels of war ; while, on the contrary, the French had only taken 
and deftroyed of oui (hips, one of the line, tw r o frigates of more 
than 3 2 guns, one fmaller frigate, and 1 6 other fliips of war. 
Whenever an opportunity had offered our navy had triumphed, and' 
they could do no more ; the enemy had no commerce, and there* 
fore we could take no merchantmen ; but, on the contrary, our 
commerce w'ns fo flouri filing, that it afforded them many opportu- 
nities of making captures. Our exports and imports never were 
higher ; and not only our commerce but our revenue and our ma* 
nufadtures arc in a very flourifhing ftate. He applauded Lord 
Chatham’s condudt in the Admiralty, and did not wifh Earl Spei\* 
ccr’s to be more deferving of praife. 

Mr. SHERIDAN would not trouble the Houfe, at that late 
hour, on the general topics of the debate. He had attempted 
twice to be heard, as he, was very defirous of delivering his fend- 
ments on the important queftion before the Houfe, but the lad time 
it had been judged moft proper by the Houfe, to prefer hearing the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer on account of his indilj ofition. He 
would, therefore, at prefent only remark, that if Lord Chatham 
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had been fo very able a minifter, it was highly improper to remove 
him ; but he thought it a public misfortune that no inquiry was in- 
ftituted into his condu£l, which, he was convinced, would be proved 
to be very different from what Mr. Dundas had reprefented it ; and 
had he continued in office much longer, he had good grounds for 
believing that a petition would have foon hern prefented to the King 
from the commercial men in the city of London, c nt his removal* 
Certain it was, that his LordfHp had felt the sicreflity of his re- 
treat, as on a late meeting, where ir was propofed whether he fhould 
be invited or not, on a divifion he could obtain but a Angle affirm 
itiation. 

Mr. BRANDLING faid a few words, on which the Iioufe 
divided on the amendment. 

For the amendment, 75 ; Againft it, 24.6. — Majority, 171. 
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• Wednefday , ^ifi December, 

Mr. SPEAKER acquainted the Houfe, that he had received, 
from Admiral Lord Hood, the following letter, in return to the 
thanks of this Houfe, fignified to him by Mr. Speaker, in obedi- 
ence to their commands of the 20th day of June, in the laft feffioa 
•f Parliament: 
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SIR, Fifiory, off Cakti , 30, 1794. 

I hare this day received the very obliging letter jou did me the ho- 
hour to write me on the 21ft oflaft month, with two Refolutions of the 
Houfe of Commons. 

I am moft truly fcnfible, Sir* of the very high and diftinguifhed ho- 
hour the Houfe has done me in thinking me deceiving of its thanks ; 
and (hall not fail to make known to the ievcul officers, ltamen, minncs, 
andfoldiers, the fecond refolution of the Houfe, cxpitflivc of acknow- 
ledgement and approbation of then fpinted and ninitonous cxcitions. 

In doing my utmoft upon all occahons ag null the common enemy, I 
did no more tlnn I ought; all I hive 1 3 bold is being ton unate in the 
opportunities I have had of proving my inclination to dihhugc my 
duty, as a faithful fervant to mv King and Countiv, and that, when- 
evei 1 have been at the head of a iquidion of His Mijeftv’s fleet, I ne- 
ver experienced any othei contention amoneft the Admits, Ciptains, 
officers, and men, than who fliould be moil forward in fulfilling my 
wiihcs: This, S11, 1 am, and ever fli ill be, proud of but wh lift the 
Reprcfcntativcs of Gieat Bntain in Pailnmcnt aic fo icid}, not only to 
accept, but diftinguiflnngly rewaid, honeft endeavour, as iubftantial 
fei vices, the nation will never want able and zealous officers. 

To you, Sir, I feel infinitely indebted for the veiy polite and obliging 
manner in which you hive.convtycd to me 1 vote of the Houle of Com- 
mons fo highly honourable to me , foi which, to the Houle as well as 
to you, Sir, my gratitude can ceafe only with my life. 

I have the honoui to be, 

With the pureft lentiments of relpcft and eftcem, Sir, 

Your moft faithful and obliged humble iuvant, 

HOOD. 

The Riqbt Honourable Henry Addington , 

Speaker of the Houfe of Commons. 

* The Speaker faid alfo, that a fimilar letter of thanks had been 
written by him to Sir Charles Grey, and Sir John Jervis, in the 
Weft Indies, but, owing to the expedition of their fpeedy return, 
Ae. letter was not tranfmitted ; which* was the reafon he had no 
acknowledgement from them. 

Sir EDWARD KNATCHBULL reported from the Com- 
mittee, appointed yefterday to draw an Addrefs to be prefented to 
His'Majcfty, That the Committee had drawn up an Addrefs ac- 
cordingly, which they had directed him to report to the Houfe ; 
and he read the fame in his place, and afterwards delivered it 
in at the tabic, where the fame was read and agreed to by the 
Houfe. 

ftefolved, That the faid Addrefs be prefented to His Majefty 
by the whole Houfe. 

* Ordered, That fuch Members of this Houfe as are of His 
Majefty’s moft honourable Privy Council, do humbly know His 
Majefty’s pleafurc, when he will be attended by this Houfe. 
Ordered, That His Majefly^s moft gracious Speech to both 
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Houfes of Parliament be taken Into confideration to-morrow morn- 
ing. 


Thurfday, I fj muc ry . 

Lord Vifcount STOPFORD reported to the Houfe, That His 
Majcfty having been waited upon (puriu^nt to the order of yefter- 
day) humbly to know His Majcfty ’s pleafure, when he would be 
pleafcd to be rttended by this Iioufe, had been pleafed to appoint 
to be attended this dav, at three of the dock, at his Palace of 
Saint James. 

Accordingly the Speaker, attended b\ fcveral of the Members, 
proceeded to St. James’s with the Addrcfs, ot which the following 
is a copj . 

Moft Gncious Sovereign, 

fPc, your MajiJi) s no ft dutiful end l yal fiiljecL, the Commons of 
Great Britain, in Pur burnt nt ajjembh d, leg leavt to return your Ma - 
je/ty tie thanks of tl is Ho fe for yjur m Jt gi actons Speech from the 
Throne: To afj arc y m Ah jtfy, tint it is equally our duty and our 
anxious dfire to Jttjul }au Majcfy s 7 n a>s for the welfare of your 
PeopU , at this important enfs, ly oirh ft ad^ ne and affiance : That, 
much as we mujl dijae tl e r Jl laitjii f peaie , on ft ft and honourable 
grounds , wi jah with j ms Mtjtjty in tl i d mg tl at it is only from 
firmnefs and perfect a ice that we can Kpt fji tie attaumunt of that 
end , and fr the pn jervuti'n and ptimt ncut jaunty of our deaiejl in- 
tcrejls; and that , notwitl ftandtng; tin dj appointments and raeifes 
which ha ui been experienced in the courje of tin laji campaign , we 
retain a firm c nuftion of the neceffity of puffing in the vigorous pro - 
Jicutun of the jufi and ncc f< ry uai in a I ub we an t n gaged • From 
confide ring the Jituation of our enemies, we are per funded t! at tl e (forts 
which h it * led to tl eir fuce fts , and tt e unexampled means by wh*ch 
thofc ejf rts haue been fuppjttcd, have produced, among then feh es, the 
jernrious ifefls wl nh were to be expefttd from them ; and flat the 
cirtumftanus which have taken place in the interior of the country 
afford frong marks of the progrefivc and rapid decay of their refources , 
and of the inf ability of every part of tl at irlent and unn Jurat f]fem, 
whir}) is equally ruinous to France and mcompatille with the tranquil - 
hty of other flattens. 

Although a fenfe of prefent difficulties has led the States General of 
the United Provinces to enter tnto negotiations for peace with the patty 
now prevailing in France, we are fully fenfble how little real feiurity 
any efabltfhed Government or independent State can derive, under the 
piejent cirqumfances , from the refult offuch negoaations : and xvt are 
Vol. XL. L 
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convinced that they could not be attempted, on our part , without facri- 
ficing both our honour and fafety to an enemy tvho/e chief animojiiy is 
avowedly directed againft % thefe kingdoms . 

We cannot but applaud your Majejlys determination to ufe the mojl 
effectual means for the furjher augmentation of your forces , and to omit 
no opportunity of concerting the operations of the next campaign with fuch 
of the Powers of Europe as are imprejjed with the fame fenje of the 
neceffity of vigour and exertion . 

We are perfuaded your Mpjcfty may , at all times , jnftly rely on the 
valour of yjtir fine s by fin and land, and cn the affetlion and public 
J pint cf your people , contending for tleir filniial intcrejls , and deeply 
fenjible of your Ale fifty s parental joli itvde for their happimfs and 
welfare . 

We adnoudedge your Alfifty s goodnefi in having dire fled the in - 
fru merit by which xai have accepted the irown and fivenignty of Cor- 
Irm to be laid before us ; and we arc Jeafttde that the local importance 
oj that ijlvidy and thefpiiitcd efforts of its inhabitants , naturally re - 
comfnrad tl.tm to your Ainjcflys profit lion. 

It gives us g'c'tt pl-njure to learn that your Majt/ly has concluded 
a treaty with the United States / Aiiiciu'J, with the view ft remov- 
ing, as far as pftible , all gi ovnds of jeabujy and mijnndt rjiandiag , 
and of improving an infer conrje beneficial to both countries ; a, id that 
we Jhall be ready, a< fon as the treaty i ? laid /afire us, to conjtdcr of 
the ncccfiury pr/iujions fir carrying it into eftefl. 

JVc cannJ jujjicicmly exprejs the ftaiifaflion which all your Ala- 
fifty s fid j eels mujl derive fr>,a the auf/dtious event $f the conch ft on >f 
a treaty fir the marriage of His Royal ILghnrfs the Prince of Wales 
with the Pr' -wefts Caroline, daughter of the Duke ft Brimfavick ; and 
that , pjrticip iting warmly in the ficnthtinds which your Ma fifty mujl 
fid on an o^cnfvm not lefis cornu fled with the intcrejls of your people than 
with the djmeftic happimfs of your Alfijhy we jhall cheerfully proceed 
to enable your Alujcfty to make proinjion for an ejlabli foment fv it able to 
the rank and dignity of the heir apparent to the crown oj thefe kingdoms • 

The confide rat ions which prove the ncc> ffity of a vigorous profccution 
$f the war cannot fail to induce us to make a timely and ample provifion 
fir the fevewlrbr anchei of the public fcrvice , and while we feel the 
painful neceffity of impfing additional burdens on our confiituents , it is 
a juft conflation and fatisfiflion to us to learn , that the fate of our 
credit, commerce, and refiurces, is fuch as might ynaturally be expefled 
to rifult from the continued exertions of indufiry , under the protection 
f*fv and well-regulated Government . 

Entertaining a juft Jevfte of the blejjings now fo lojtg enjoyed by this 
country^ ,we feel it incumbent upon us to make every effort) which can * 
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enable us to tranfmit ihofe blejfings unimpaired to our pofierity; md tee ^ 
cordially join with your Majejly in a confident hope that , under the fre- 
ts ft ion of Providence , and with conjiancy and perfeveremce on our party 
f he 'principles of facial order, morality , and' religion^ will ultimately be 
fuccejsful ; and that your Majejlys faithful fttbjefts will find their pre- 
fent exertions and facrifices rewarded by the fectire and permanent enjoy- 
ment of tranquillity at home , and by the deliverance ^'Europe from the 
greakji danger with which it has been threatened fince Jhe ejlablijhment 
of civilized fociety . 

Friday , 2 d January . 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid he fhould take the earlieft opportunity he 
could of fubmitting to that Houfe a queftion, which was, whether 
the Habeas Corpus- a£l, and all the advantages which the people of 
this country had derived under it, fhould or fhould not be reftored, 
and whether the refpeft and veneration with which we had been ac~. 
cuftomed to regard the trial by jury, and the eftcem and deference 
which had been generally given to vcrdi&s, fhould be continued, 
or be entirely eradicated from the public mind ? He alluded to the 
bill for the fufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus adt, which had paffed 
laft feffion, under an idea of a plot exifting in this country, and of 
the decifion of a jury that no fuch plot cxifted. He therefore gaVe 
notice, that on Monday next he fhould move for leave to bring in a 
bill to repeal the a A of the laft feffion of Parliament for the fufpen- 
fion of the Habeas Corpus act. 

Mr. ROBINSON faid, he wiflied to enquire of any Lord of 
the Admiralty, if any one were prefent, what was the ftatc of our 
navy. It was very generally believed, that the French, at prefent 
were much fuperior to us at fea ; he fhould wi(h to know, if this 
were true; what were the caufes of our inferiority. He thought 
fome ftep9 fhould be taken to reftify the defers in our navy, and 
to give the country fome expectation of not being defeated in their 
proper element. He conceived that the loan talked offer the Em- 
peror of Germany, had much better be applied to building veffels 
and railing men for the fervice of the navy. A filence for fome 
fhort time having enfued, Mr. Robinfon obferved, that perhaps the 
Lords of the Admiralty did not think that the fubjeft was worthy 
of their attention. 

The SPEAKER faid, he- was lorry to interrupt the honourable 
Member ; but he muft oblerve, that the only regular mode of pro- 
ceeding was, either to make a motion, or to give notice that a mo- 
tion flioyld be made on a future day. 

U 2 



$6 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1795. 

Mr. Robinfon then gave notice, that he (hould make a motion 
on the ftate of the navy, ,on Tuefday next. 

, Mr SHERIDAN obferved, that perhaps the Houfc was wait- 
ing for the Miniftcr. A queftion of great importance, refpefling 
file navy of Great Britain, had been put, and no Lord of the Ad- 
miralty was prefent to anfwer it. He was in the fame unpleafant 
fituation ; for he had a matter of importance, and particularly in- 
terefting to the City of London, to bring forward ; but he did not 
fee any of the Members for that city in their places : perhaps they, 
too, like the Lords of the Admiralty, might think it beneath their 
dignity to attend to it. He now however, gave notice, that on 
Monday he (hould Lave fomething to fay relative to the City Militia 
alt. 

The SPEAKER then informed the Houfc, that he fhould adopt, 
•for this feflion, the fame regulation, with regard to bufinefs, as he 
obferved in the laft, which was, that public bufinefs (hould com- 
mence at four o’clock. 

The Order of the Day being read, the Houfe refolved itfelf into 
a Committee of the whole Houfe, to confider of a fupply to be 
(ranted to His Majefty ; Mr. Hobart in the Chair. 

Mr. FOX wifhed the Houfc to be informed as accurately as 
poflible, when the iubjc& of the loan was to be difeuffed, and more 
particularly the loan to the Emperor. It was a fubjelt of very 
great importance, and it was extremely neceflary that the Houfe 
(hould have the earlieft information, and the longed notice poflible 
upon the fubjecl, for he apprehended that it would give rife to a 
great deal of difeuflion ; he fa id this bccaufe he was apprehenfive 
that many gentlemen would foon be called to their public duty in 
the quarter feflions, all over the kingdom. 

Mr. ROSE - obferved, that the bufinefs would foon come regu- 
larly before the Houfc, when the Ways and Means, that was, 
when the Budget came to be opened, of which his right honourable 
friend, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, would give due notice, 
as he ufually did ; he could not now give a precife anfwer in die 
abfehce of his right honourable friend, who had not attended, as he 
did dot expelt that any material difeuflion would takfe place to-day. 

, Jfcwever, he would venture to fay that a notice would be given of 
;!t4 or 16 clays previous to the opening of the Budget. Hacl he 
• been aware of this, he would have procured information of his right 
honourable friend, who, however, would be in the Houfc on Mom 
day, and would, .raol^ likely, give notioe on that day when the 
Budget woftkl be brought forw&d. 

Mr. FOX (aid he had a notion that thefubjed of the loan would < 
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have been brought forward previous to the opening of the Budget 
It was exceedingly neceffary that as early a notice as poffible (houkt 
be given of this very important matter, for there were to his know- 
ledge, as he had faid before, many gentlemen who would foon be 
called into the country upon public bufinefs. 

Mr. ROSE faid he fhould have been happy if he was able to fa- 
tisfy the right Honourable gentleman, but he had no doubt his right 
honourable fiiend would be in the Houfeon Monday, and give the 
neceflary information upon that or any other fubjed that was in- 
tended to be brought before the Houfe. 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, that this was quite an unlucky day for 
information. A queftion had been put to the Lords of the Admi- 
ralty, upon the ftatc of the navy, and they had remained filent ; he 
had fomething to alk of the Members for the City of London, but 
they were not prefent ; his right honourable friend wanted informa- 
tion upon the loan, the Minifter was abfent, and the only anfwer 
was, “ That there would be time between this and Monday, for 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer to make up his mind upon the 
matter. The truth was, that the Minifter did not pay any atten- 
tion to the rules and forms of the Houfe. When a queftion con- 
cerning a fupply, to be granted for earning on the war, came on, 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer was abfent \ for it was with him 
a mere matter of courfc: he w'ould come at a future time, to tell 
the Houfe how he intended to difpofe of the fupply. Molt unquef- 
tiombly, in joint of decency, the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
oucht to be prefent : but that was out of the queftion ; for all die 
proceedings of granting fupjdics were fuch as he expected not to be 
debated : they were to bo granted as of courfc ; and no information 
was to be had on points to which fuch fupplies related. 

Mr. ROSE faid, that the honourable gentleman chofe to mif- 
undcvftand him. He lud faid, in aniwer to a queftion, that the . 
Chancellor of the Exchequer would do in this as he had done on 
other occafions of the fame nature, give notice of it i ^ or 1 6 days 
previous to his bringing the Budget forward. As to the bufinefs before 
the Committee at this time, namely, the Vote of Supply, it was 
not particularly the bufinefs of the Chancellor of the Exchequer to 
move it, according to the practice which had obtained in the Houfe 
for fomc time ; for he himfclf, (Mr. Rofe laid) for feme years paft, 
had moved thefe tefolutions, altnoft invariably ; and it was to be 
confidered in fome fenfe as a matter of courfe; for the refolution 
was nothing more than this ; u Refolded, that it is the opinion of 
this Committee, that a fupply be granted to His Majefty.” Upon 
Juch a refolution he ownifd he did not fee how there cotUd be much 
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difference, although gentlemen nvght afterwards differ about the 
extent of that fupply. 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, that Mr. Rofe Lad made the matter 
much worfe by what he liad faid, for now he had accufed the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer of never doing his duty, on an occafion, 
which he Drill mull think peculiarly required his attendance. He 
could not agree with the honourable gentleman, that this was a 
mere matter of courfc ; for it certainly was pofliblt, that feveral 
Members might think it improper to giant a fupply at all without 
inquiry previoufly made into the objects for which the fupply was 
to be granted : and His Majcfty’s Miniftcrs ought to attend for the 
purpofe of giving fltisfaSion to any inquiries thought neceflary to 
be made. He > had been mifunderftood as to what he had faid on 
the forms of the Houfc , he had nfierted, and Dill perfifted in the 
affertion, that no reliance could be placed on the right honourable 
gentlemans obfervancc of the foims of the Houfc, becuufe he was 
notorious for a breach of them ; and therefore they could not have 
any great fccuritv that the forms of the Houfc, in this cafe, would 
not be broken through ; dpcciall) when they had already been vio- 
lated by the unconliitutional me j fare of negotiating a loan before 
the fitting of Parliament, and previous to a knowledge whether the 
fupplies for which thar loan Was made would meet with the appro- 
bation of the Houfc. They had an additional rcafon to fear in this 
cafe, when they rem irked on the unufual manner in which Parlia- 
ment had been prorogued, not for the purpofe of ncgociating a 
treaty, nor for the purpofe of attempting to make peace, or to do 
any fcrvice to the country ; but merely that the Minifter might be 
able to make his loan in this unconstitutional manner. 

Mr. STEELE faid, he could not fit Dill and hear his right ho- 
nourable friend mentioned in fo fevere and unwarrantable a manner. 
He begged to be informed in what refpcci Mr. Pitt had ailed other- 
wife than had always been cuftomary ; he hid entered into a provi- 
fional agreement for a loan, fubjeD entirely to the diferetion of Par- 
liament ; which, if it were not fanilioned by the Houfe, would be 
null and void. This had always been done previous to the calling 
on Parliament for their vote on the fupplies. He alfo few no dif- 
ference between this and a fublidiary treaty, which it was certainly 
competent for His Majefty to enter into ; but it was always fob- 
mitted" to Parliament for their fan&ion. 

Mr. FOX could not agree with what Mr. Steele had advanced. 
He few no fimilitude whatever between the cafes he had put, and 
the prefent one. There was no jefemblance between a bargain 
made after the Services had been voted, previous to the difeuffionof 
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the fupply, and a bargain made before the fervices were afeertained 
for which the fuppiies would be ncccffary. There was as little re* 
fcmblanoe between the other cafe, viz., the fubfitliary treaty and this 
lain. How far the loan itfllf was bUmcnblc was another confider* 
s-% ion. It was certainly uncondifution.il to come here to confider 

the fervices after an agreement had been entered into for a loan* 
and before it could be known whether fuppiics would be voted to the 
amount agreed for by the Miniftcr. 

Mr- FRANCIS laid, that he did not know, nor was it a time 
to confider, whether the loan was made on favourable terms or not* 
One cireumftance, however, in the prefent inflance, if he were 
not much mifinformcd, would lead them to conclude, that this 
would not be a vciy favourable one. He had been informed that 
this was by no means an open bargain , the doors of the Minifter 
were not open to all who chofe to olFer to fubferibe; but every 
perfon wis excluded, except a few peifons fclcitcd by himielf, fo 
that there was no eompetiti* n wl.itcv^r, but the terms wctc agreed 
upon by the Minuter and h». feint lrirnds. 

Mr. STEELE ftid, this was not the proper time to confider 
whether the Mm liter hail a fed properly or not, in his miking the 
loan ; that would be belt known when the lorn came to be confi- 
dered. 

Mr. SHERIDAN thought that this was not an improper time 
to take into confederation the queftion of tb * loin ; on the contrary, 
this was the very time he fliouUl chufc to difeufs it, if the Minified 
had been prefent. The Houfe w is reduced to a moft extraordinary 
fituation ; there w'c r e, among its Members, many opulent 'men ; 
he hoped there alwiys would be fuch men in the Houfe. Now it 
was a very reafonable fuppoiition, that many of thefe perfons were 
intircfted in the loan ; it w is then fore dear, that they did not come 
fairly and freely to confider the fubjeft, for they muft of courfe be . 
biaffed, and vrould wifli, that the fupplies voted would be fufficient 
to give them all the advantage they expeded from their bargain. 

It was' not a fadl that Parliament had ever ponfidered it as a light 
matter to break through a bargain into which the Minifter had 
entered for a loan ; the language held in that Houfe had always 
been, that it was improper to break through a bargain without Come 
weighty and important rcafon to juftify it. As to the loan to the 
Emperor, he faid, he could not give credit to any of the reports 
circulated on that fubjeft, becaufe he did not believe that/ after the 
expeficnee we had had of the faith of our allies^ any man would 
come down ft) the Houfe without a malic, and offer them fo bold* 
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fcrid barefaced an impofuion. He did not conceive fuch effrontery 
pcfiiblc. 

: Mr. Chancellor HTT ftated, that not having had the good for- 
tune to be prefent at the former part of the convention, he was not 
a little furprifed cn coming into the Houfe to hear what was the 
fubjeft and tone of difeufiion. . There was at prefent before the 
Houfe no confideration of the extent of the fupply, of the means by 
which it was to be raifed, or the purpofes to which it was to be ap- 
plied. When he ri collected alfo that notwithftanding the difference 
df political fentiment on the firrt day of the feffion, even thofe gen- 
tlcmcn who had fupported the amendment, had profeffed thcnri- 
felvcs difp)fed to grant a large and liberal fupply to His Majefty, 
and that the honourable gentleman was one of that number, he was 
1 flill more aftonifhed at the angry tone of oppofition which he af- 
fumed on the prefent occafion. He would not enter into the fubject 
which had been ftarted refpecHng the loan to the Emperor to-day, 
bccaufe another period would come with more propriety for its dif- 
cuflion. The honourable gentleman had fiid that no man would 
be barefaced enough to come forward to that Houfe, and avow fuch 
a tranfeflion. With refpeft to himfclf, he would be barefaced 
enough in the courfe of the prefent contort to adopt and to avow 
any meafnre which he confidcrcd would be for the good of the coun- 
r try. It had been thought by him, as well as by others, who were 
impreffed w r ith the fame views, of the neccffity of continuing the 
prefent ennteft, that if the Emperor fhould be prevailed upon to 
make exertions in the way of bunging forward a large force, and if 
this country (hould grant him the pecuniary and ncceffary means 
for that purpofe, it would be the moft likely method to render the 
prefent contort fuccefsful, and this opinion appeared to be fanirtioned 
both by the nature of the thing, the iituation of Europe, and the - 
admiffion of the enemy thcmfelvcs. With refpect to the negoti- 
ation for a loan, neither the extent of that loan, the fum for the 
ufe of the Emperor, nor the terms on which it was to be granted, 
Were now in agitation. Nothing had been fettled on any of thefe 
points, which did not place Parliament in exactly the famo fituaticn 
in which it would have been, if no fuch negotiation had been 
brought forward. The only difference was, that fuch a negotiation 
having onepe been brought forward, it would not be advifeable to 
depart from the terms upon which it had been concerted, except 
upon ypry- rtrong grounds of objection, as the deviation would be 
attended with very great inconvenience. The only difference then 
between former tranfactions pf the fame fort, and the prefent, was, 
that In former fnftanccs it had been ufual to concert die terms of a 
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■\that in the prefent inflate a, tenge* Jj$ce had be^l fufftwd «§%. 
tervene. — Any oppofition, however, from this dtcUmftxae& Jte 
did not expert to have heard in that Houfe, as he cbncfei$efoi» 
would have died away with the few newfpaper paragraph*, 
it originated. As to the time on which he fhould be able to dflfctw 
the fubjedt of the loan to the Emperor, it was impeflible at prc%^ 
to fix any prccife period, as it muft neceflarily depend oh the refw 
of ncgociation, and on the circumftance how far His MajefiyAqrap 
be fatisfied with refpedt to the nature of that afliftance and co-0|^ 
ration which the Emperor might be difpofed to afford. He oouftt 
only date, that (ince he had been lad in the Houfe he had great# 
rcafon to be peifuadcd that the Emperor would he difpofed toaffibjp 
that entire co-operation, which this country fhould require. Be- 
fore, however, the treaty could be finally concluded, it might be . 
neceflary for him to propofe to Parliament the provifional fupply ttV 
be made, if fuch a treaty fhould take place, of which he hoped m 
be able to give notice on Monday. s 

Mr. FOX faid, the right honourable gentleman had infinnated 


as if all thofe who had voted for the amendment were pledged alfo 
to vote for the fupply. No fuch thing was the cafe ; they would 
have been pledged indeed to vote for the fupply, if their amendment 
had been adopted, and they could have had the pflafpcdfe that the 
money of their conftituents’ was to be applied for the rational pur- 
pofc of bringing about a peace, and not, as at prefent, for the des- 
perate objedt of carrying on an eternal and unextinguifhgbfe w*r.. 
With refpedt to the queftion of time, the terms of a loan had com- ' 
monly been fubmitted to Parliament three or four dap after, they 
were fettled, and even fometimes fooner ; but when foe time W» 
extended from one day to five, and from five days 'to perhaps 4$ 
many weeks, the cafe was entirely altered. He would not flow, 
difeufs the terms of the loan, though he had not yet forgotten foe 
extravagant terms of the loan for laft year. But his principal ob- 
jedtion to the meafure was, as a fource of corrupdoft. Ht ’wou*d 
not enquire to whom foe loan was given. Many of foetfl vraw 
neceflary Members of that Houfe, and he had no wjfh to exchiqp;' 
the monied intereft from a {hare in their deliberations. But it ffojjt 
to be recolle&ed that foe intereft which they had in this traO&dttyn,’ 
from an advance in foe price of flocks, might influence* nqt only’ 
their approbation of the particular meafure, but even bear on'«wf- 
voteXhich they fhould give on foe qudftion of fuppljr* JU 
conititutioflal principle that foe ways and means fhopld nd^be 
before foe Houfe had decided on foe extent pf fop fappfy j 
Yen. XL. M 



ipfxe the ways and mcan9 provided, before the Houfe had been 
to confider of the fuppty at aU. There was another circum- 
"ftapee to be confidcrcd, how far, after the experience we had had 
of the fqbfidy granted to the King of Pruflia, we ought to be pre- ( 
{tested tp go on with the fame fyflem, and grant a fubfidy to the 
Emperor, under the name of a guarantee? No frefli proof was 
fiircly wanting to convince us, how little reliance we could place on 
t the faith of continental treaties, in the profecution of the prefent 
,<teir. • But then the right honourable gentleman bad contended, 
that the negociation into which he had entered was only pro\ifiuinil, 

, and left the pint quite undecided. It furely could not be either 
way equal; there muft be a difference of advantage in bargaining 
for 1 8, and for 24 millions, which would give to thofe concerned 
&n intereft in voting for the one propofition, rather than the other. 
If it had always been conlidered as a duty of the Members of that 
Houfe, to be jealous of the means of incrcafing corrupt influence, 
he could not but confider the prefent fyftein as entirely calculated 
for that purpofe, and intended to give additional force to that ma- 
chine, which was already but too powerful. In a financial point of 
the right honourable gentleman had contended that the Houfe 
■* were not bound to adopt the terms for which he had bai gained. 
Undoubtedly not; but at the fame time he had admitted that it 
might be attended with extreme inconvenience to give them up. 
There were only two confiderations to be attended to on this part 
; of the queftion. If when Parliament (hould be called to fan&ion 
the loan, the price of flocks (hould be fuch as to render the bargain 
» flighty gainful to the proprietors, the ncceflity of keeping the faith of 
gtfverfcmenfs to thofe, who had made their terms when the price of 
ffoeks was fq mueh lower, would then be urged, and that they 
would have the reflection that they were giving their fan&ion to fli- 
puiations modi left advantageous to the Public than they might 
u#ierwife have been. If the price of flock (hould have fallen fo as 
?to render the tranfaftton extremely difad vantageous to the proprie- 
ty, he did not conceive that there was any thing binding upon 
* individuals, f more than upon Parliament, to fulfil the prmifional 
Jjafgain ;he at leaft knew of no law to compel them to make good 
for which they had ftipulated. And if the cyrcumilances 
itly unfavourable, even though they had the will, yet 
t not hive the power to fulfil their engagements. The 
wrabfe gentleman contended that he luid only done what 
duflomary on fuch hccafions, and the only difference Vas 
? itt of time ; but in a transition of this nature, the con- 
bf feven hours, or of feven weeks, furely formed a vferjr 
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"V>atcrial difference. Mr. Fox then Urged that the time <rf wst % 
the fupply was a very proper period for difeuffing fueh obje<9j<>j», 

^He renewed his wi(h that an early notice might fee given of thedfy 
on which the bufinefs of the loan to the Emperor thould he agitM$^ 
and for the fake of th 9 country gentlemen, that it might be hired <1 
as diihnt a period as pofliblc. He was defirous that it m%ht 
be c >n founded with the budget, but treated as a feparate queftiogu 
If introduced in the budget, it would lead the attention of the Ho* 
fiom the difeuflion of the particular terms to be granted to the Enf*-’ 
peror in the prefent inftancc, to the general propolition, whethetfite 
any cafe it was fitting that pccuni tty afliftance (hould be granted to 
him from this country. He v ifhed then that the queftion of 
pn ticular terms propofed might be difcutfld before ilic Houfc ihtftdd 
be called to decide on the fubje^t of the loan, and that as long ate 
interval as polffole might be all wed pie\ious to this difeuflion, fy 
as to admit, if it could conveniently be done, of a catt of tbfe 
Ifoufc. < ?♦ 

Mr. BURDON faid, that though he voted for the an^ndntfe& 
on the firft day of the feflion, he did not confidcr hin^clf as the M$ 
bound to fupport the vigorous profecution of the war, by readily 
granting the fupplies. He was of opinion that terms of pcacc> ev^g 
if held out to us, would not be accepted bv the French, and tea 
only vtifhul that we might adopt a moderate and pacific language*^ 
order to fix upon them all the cumc and odium of earning on fhfr 
war. - , 

Mr. FOX faid that he alfo fiiould certainly vote the fo;pp|r«& 
The only difference was, that if the amendment for peace^h?*) 
been adopted, lie (hould have done it with a g*>od heart, and a fen* 
guinc feeling, in the view that tluy would be applied to a good pur* 


jofe ; wheicashe fhould now, he nmfditd, vote aw*) the 
of his confiitucms under very diiiucnt impreflions, and with 
different profpi cfs. " 

Mr. SAMULL THORNTON faid, that he wouM fortrcftfofr 
ported the Addrels on the firft day of the feffion, if it had held, jdW 
ufic language, or even profelfed a readindfs to adopt 
He was indeed of opinion, that every year during lR 
hoftilities, wethould make an offer of peacj to the fcnemyi provi^&te 
thej fliould be difpofed to remove the original grounds of war* Whtet 
hoi difpleafed him in the language of Minifters das, that they ftwW 
otr t to hold out no other termination of the war than die deftW®®Wt 


m to hold out no other termination of the war than die deft$ 
*of the prefent French Government, an objedt which he ba 
would never be effedled by the force of arms, > Now that the 
tion was decided to cany on the war, he was ready to 
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Everyway, indeed, he faw danger, both in adopting negociafior. 
and perfifting in hoftilities ; but if the war was to be carried on at 
aU, he was fcnfible, from a view of the difficulties of our fituation*^ 
and the force of the enemy whom we had to oppofe, that it could 
only be carried on by a large and extended feale of operations. He 
declared that he had not even a fhare of a flhilling, dirc&ly or indi- 
reftly, in the loan ; he difnpproved of any infinuations of corrupt in- 
fluence in the management of the tranfa&ion : the nrgociation re- 
fpefting it, he believed to be ftriclly honourable in all the parties ; 
and concluded* with giving his hearty fupport to the motion. 

Mr. FOX explained, that there had cxifted times, in which 
there had been juft grounds of jealoufv with refpect to corrupt influ- 
ence ; and that it became a conrtitutional duty of every Member to 
exercife fufpicion and vigilance with refpert to whatever might have 
a tendency to introduce fo deftru&ivc a principle into the Houfeof 
Commons, or add to the force which it might have already acquir- 
ed, more efpecially when the tranfaclion aflumed fo qucftionablc a 
fhape as the prefent loan, from the particular time and circumftanecs 
in which it was brought forward. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ftated, that he regretted the difference 
$f opinion which, on a former night, had taken place between him- 
felf and an honourable gentleman (Mr. S. Thornton), who had on 
.this occafion ftated the grounds of th.u difference in a way very ho- 
nourable to himfdf, and very fair to the Public. The honourable 
gentleman conlidcred it as a proper meafurc to offer pence*, even 
with a view to carrying on the war ; lie muft own, that under the 
prefent circumftanecs he entertained the directly contrary opinion. 
At the feme time the honourable gentleman had given an example 
to thofe who had fupported the Amendment from limilar views, by 
fliewing his determination to ftrengthen the hands of the Executive 
Government, and to countenance every meafurc that might give ef- 
fect to the exertions of the country. With refpeft to the Auftrinn 
ban, he had no hefitation to difeufs the expediency of luch a flop 
*with any Member who was defirous that the operation of the war 
flWild be vigoroufly and effeflually carried on. But, though he 
, to difeufs that meafurc feparately, it muft ncceffe- 

,aily form/a part of his budget, as, in the detail which he fhould 
then lbbmit to the Houfe, he fhould be obliged to look to the aker- 
mtive cif fech a fum to be granted to the Emperor, and to mate a 
fuitabie provifion, if the treaty ihould be carried into effect. m 
in all probability, bring forward his budget on Wcdnefday 
-2ift inftant. He could riot blame any Member for looking 
jealpufy and fufpicion to any m&ftrt tfat might,, in his opU 
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*'■ *nion, have a tendency to irtcreafe the means of corrupt influence ; 

but he defied any one to point out a Angle ftep that had been taken, 
* in the ncgociation rcfpc&ing the loan, that had any fuch tendency* 
For his own part, \\c knew not the perfons who might have tharqs 
in the loan. But how could fuch a citcumftancc induce the proprie- 
tors to fupport the continuance of the war, from the profped of ad- 
vantage, when, on the contrary, every rumour of peace, however 
flight or unfounded, was found to have the effed of railing the 
price ? He had been induced to concert the terms of the loans fo 
much fooncr than nfu.il, becaufe, before he could make any fpedfic 
propofol to the bmperor, it w r as mccffary to afeertain what effed 
the lorn granted to him might have on the loan requilite for the Go- 
vernment of this country , and this could only be done by a provi- 
fional bargain, as in the prefent inftance, afterwards to be fubmif- . 
ted to Parliimcnt. The gentlemen in Oppofition ought to give 
them credit for believing that the co operation of the Emperor was 
neccffory ; and if lo, was it dcfirablc to meet Parliament, without 
Hating what force thev fhould have to bring againft the enemy ? He 
had acted on the convidion that the co-operation was neccffary, and 
would be rmd ; to argue it when the proper time arrived. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE foid, he thought it nccetfary, froifc 
what be had foid the pitching evening being mifreprefented, to ftate 
again, thpt though he did not lay that all endeavours would befruif- 
kfs, for he rather thought they would not; but fuppofing they 
would, yet he thought they would have the effect of making it ap- 
pear we had juflice on our lidc. He did not chufe to givt a decided 
opin' on on the prefent occafion, but the inclinatic n of his mind was 
to vote for the fupply ; for as the Houfe of Comnu ns hatl entered 
into a refutation for cmying it on, the question then was, not whe- 
ther we fliould go on with the war, that was detennined in the af- 
firmative, but whether we fhould have a vigorcus or languid w a*/ 
and in that view of the fubjed, he felt himfolf bound to grant large 
fupplics ; this he did, becaufe the Houfe was determined to carry* 
on the w T rr, not becaufe he himfclf wilhed the war to continue, but 
btcaufo he could not prevent it ; and he mull again protefi, that 
the more he thought upon the fubjed, the mure lie was convinced 
of the ncceflity of peace on the pait of this country. t 

NVIr. DUNCOMBE fliortly expreffed* his concurrence in the 
feptiments of the laft honour lble fpeaker, as to his approbation of' 
:ace. 

Mr. FOX retained his fentfrnents as to the danger of Coitu^t 
influence, and the neceflity there was tor viewing all .thefe things 
with a jealous and watchful eye. With regard to the qucfffctt i*f ^ 
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fupply -now before the Committee, he agreed that a fupply muft bf 
bid, and perhaps he might he of opinion that it ought to be grant- 
ed to the extent propofed; but that was nothing to the application of^ 
it, or of the jealbufy of the Houfc as to the influence to be created 
by it/ He took notice of the obfervation ut the Chancellor of the 
, Exchequer on the efietT which the rumour of peace alwajs had to 
, faife the price of flock, and thereby render the loan more advan- 
tageous to the proprietors ; but he afl;u! how this “argument applied 
With refpeti to the Imperial loan ls which depended on the fuppofi- 
tion that the war was to be continued, and which was a mcafure 
entirely without any profpcdf of peace. He agreed that this war, if 
it muft be continued, fhould be a war of great vigour ; but then as 
to the nature of that vigour, he might think the fnlfidy to the Em- 
peror a thing entirely ufclcfs, and the whole fix millions to be paid 
for nothing ; bccaufc though the Emperor bimftlf might co-operate, 
yet the Electors were for peace ; and he was l elides moil firmly of 
opinion that the whole of our vigour ought to he in the navy, and 
if there was a place in this iflanrl, in which it was ptihblcto build 
g (hip, and a ft] ip not built ; if there one man employed in the 
army, who could be of any fen' ice in the navy ; if one (billing was 
„ bellowed fopurehaPj any thing for the army, which might be laid 
out for the navy ; then Minifters wth* proceeding upon a fjrtem, 
which, if followed much longer, would terminate in utter and ii re- 
trievable ruin. It was for the navy that the whole extent of our 
fupply, be i,tcver fo large, ought to he employed. 

* Mr. BARHAM alfo agreed that the fupply (hould Inc a large one 
if the war was to be carried on, but he thought we ought to nego- 
tiate for a peace. 

^ Mr. MARTIN exprefled his rr.oft hearty concurrence in the 
fentiments of Mr. box with regard to the navy. He deplored the 
* bardfhips to which the inhabitants of that part of Europe which had 
fo long been the feat of war, were expofed ; he faw no reafon why, 
jsp our part, the whole contcft (hould not Ir confined to naval exer- 
tions. 

.. Sir WILLIAM MILNER wifhed for a negotiation for peace. 
Minifters had declared that the fubverficn of the Government of 
prance, and the rc-cftablilhment of the Monarchy, was tKeir object. 

. *l : hc Kings fpcech had confirmed the intentions of their not tryst- 
' iqgiwith the Republic. He dreaded the cftlti offending fix nvil- 
lioft§iq the Emperor , he was afraid it would leffen the value 
Hodb'jn this country to an alarming degree ; it would not only be* 
difficult to raife menu bv way of mortgage on cflates, but foon im- 
fOfftfe even to fell them. He was lately with an eminent Solicitor,. 
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who told him that he had clients who' wanted to mortgage efrates to 
* ■ t£ie value of a million of money ; but that if this loan to the Empe- 
ror took place, he (hould not be able to raife any of it. v ' 1 

Mr. Chancellor PITT took an opportunity of faying tflfcit he 
intended to be underftood as his fenti meats with regard to the Cavern-* 
ment of France, and as to what fort of Government he thought fafe 
for us to treat with, and what he trusted ho had fa id on a forfneir 
night. He did not fay that it would be impoflible for us to treat 
with France in the form of a Republic, but that, under all the dr- 
illing circum'lances, ir was not fife tor us to treat with them, and 
tint our prclfurc w;n not fo great as to call for fuch a peace as we had 
reafon to expect they would orFcr. He laid that he thought a Mo- 
narchical form that with which wc could treat with molt fafety ; it 
was not impoflible that a Republican form might be fuch as to be 
able to give feenrity to us tor the conii nuance of peace, and that we 
might poflibly treat with fuch a Government, but he did not think 
it likely. 

Mr. FOX fii J, it was nereTiry for him and the right honour- 
able gentleman to underhand one another. He always underftood 
the Miniller to fay, that it couUi not be fife for this country to treat 
with the Republican form of Government in France, and that wc 
never ought to think of it .but in cafe of extreme neceffity; but" 
now he laid, he did not mean to fay that no Republican Govern- 
ment (hould be treated with, for he laid, there might be a Repub- . 
lican Government which wc might treat with; it was almoft a pity 
to put fuch a c»»nJdon in the argument, bfccaufc it created confer- % 
(ion, for now it was to be »ju:diik*l v.ith- the words “ under the 
prefent circumftarices this was doing away ihc cifett of the King’s 
Speech, bceanfe it depended merely on the, time, and not on the 
form of Governm nf, as thus explained by the Mioiiler. Here 
Mr. Fox deli red that part of tire Speech, to which this argument 
referred, to be read, which being done, Mr. Fox begged an ex- 
planation. ' 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, it was a little hard to (late nicely 3 
all tlie (hades of dillin&ion. The nature of every opinion, with?' 
refpect to tire conduft moil proper to he purfued, mull ncceflarily 
depend upon a companion of eircumfhnces ; his opinion was, -that" 
with the prefent Government, under the prefent exiting circum- 
ftariNp, there could be no certainty, or fecurity, and therefore no 
fatly in treating ; there might be a change in part, fo as to alter 
tfarcafe. But he had no difficulty in faying freely, there rniift be / 
f great change in onj countryor the other, or both, before he fliouldF 
^tliink it proper to negotiate or treat. The difficulty on our par^ 
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fntift be mudh greater than it is , and their afpedl muft be much 
more formidable towards us, than at prefent, before any treaty** 
with them ought to be thought of by us. 

^ Air. -FOX faid, then the queftion would turn entirely as to what 
alteration there might be in the circumftances of the two countries/ 
and particularly in the form of the French Government. He thought 
he underllood the right honourable gentleman, and he hoped feme 
honourable member, fitter for it than himfclf, would make a motion 
On the fubjcdl, for in his opinion they were now fairly at ifluc. 

1 Mr. JOLLIFFE faid, he was anxious for peace; and if any fpe- 
cific motion was made on proper grounds, he (hould not oppofc it. 

Mr. SHERIDAN rofe again — He had heard many things af- 
ferted in the courfe of the debate, which he thought open to a ready 
lanfwer from the meaneft undcrftnnding, but having troubled the 
Committee fo often, he had remained filent. ‘ There had however 
arifen a new circumftancc. The anfwcr given by the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer to the doubts of a worthy Baronet (Sir William 
Milner), had caufed a difeuflion of the utmoft importance. No- 
thing could be of more importance than to afeertain from the mouth 
of the Minifter, an explicit declaration of the real caufes and ob- 
je&s of the war. His right honourable friend (Mr. Fox) had faid, 
that he had underftood him on this fubjedt — Confeious of the fupe- 
rior quicknpfs of intcllcdl which his right honourable friend pofleflfed, 
he had* no doubt but that his right honourable friend had compre- 
hended his meaning ; but for himfclf he muft plainly fay, that af- 
ter conftantly watching the Minifter on this fubjedt, he had uniformly 
found him giving an apparently plain opinion ; and then, when 
prefled for a little explanation, cloathing that opinion in fuch a 
multiplicity of words, that in proportion as he profefled himfelf to 
be intelligible, he had found him utterly obfcurc. The point now 
to be afeertained was, What was the profpedt of the Minifter’s pre- 
fent deliberate declaration as to the objedt of the war ? Mr. Sfteri-^ 
«Jan quoted all Mr, Pitt’s different declarations and explanations on 
this fubjedt, which he (hewed went to eftabliih thefe points— i ft, 
thdt no treaty could be had with the prefent Government of France 
•**thcn, that no negotiation could be entered into with them till a 
Oovernment of our choice was impofed upon them — ror until we 
were jtift|ficd in treating with them, by being wholly fubdued and 
edfoplfcMy at their mercy. In fhort, he would put Mr. Pitt’sjte- 
cterations, which had been detailed in many fentcnccs, in a Wjr 
fc^ tf’Ords— The prefent Miniftcrs would give peace to Engla^I 
whenever wc (liould conquer France, or whenever France ftiould\ 
conquer us— it was a declaration of infanity ; and if the Houfe of % 
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Commons or the country fuppbrted him after this declaration, they 
mull * e as mad as the nrnne tint deluded th m. 

The Rcfolution, that a fiyply be granted to His Majefty, was 
then put and carried, and the report was ordered to be received 
to-morrow. 

Mr. SPEAKER reported to the Houfo, that the Hotife attended 
His Majefty yefterday, with their Addrtfs ; to which His Majefty 
was plcafed to give thi* moft gracious Anfwer : 

Gentlemen, 

I return you my nnji cordial thanks for this loyal and dutiful Addrefs f 
and for t^e ajftflionatc fentim^nh which you exprefs on the approaching 
man i age of my f on the Prince of Wales. 

The afiu ranees of your continued and ‘zealous fnpport in the important 
contejl in wh*ch we are engaged affjrd me the g? cat tji fati faff ion. Your 
firmnefs and perfcvcrame y arid the fptrit and exertions of my people , 
tan alone lead to a Jutecfful and / onourahlc termination of the war % 
and to the firm ejiabhjhment of general tranquillity . 

Saturday , 3 d Januwy. 

The Rcfolution of the Committee of the whole Jfoufc, to grant 
a fupply to His Majefty, was reported and to. 

The following accounts, by Kio M *jeftj ’s command, were pre- 
fented by Mr. Rofe, viz. 

An account of all additions which have been mide to the annual chaige 
of the public debt. 

An account of the nett produce of the additional duties on horfes and 
cairiages, fiom the jrh of July 1789, und aho «u account of th’ nett 
income ot the tax of ten pet cent, chu'gcd ^ pou tnc aih ihd fixes by an 
aft of 31ft Geo. III. for one year, fiom Uft. 10, 179^ to Oft. 10, 
1794. 

An account of the additional duties 1780, on nfwfpipers, advertife- 
Inents, caids, dice, legacies, and j . ib j tes oi wills, toi the lame time. 

An account of the nett produce of the d it^s on Britifn fpnits, and 
on foieign fpirirs, granted in the ytai % , 91, tor the < rt me time. 

An account ot the nett pioduce of the duties on fugar, for one year* 
for the fame time. 

An account of the nett produce of the duties on additional game 
certificates, tor the fame time. - 

An account ot the nett produce of the duties on bills and receipts, 
for the lame fime. 

Ajjiaccount of the nett produce of the duties on Britilh fpiiits, granted 
annojju)4, to the ioth of October the fame year. 

Amtccount of the nett pioduce ot the ilamp duty on indentures of 
cledtt to attornies and loheitois, 1794, to the 10th of Oftober the &mo 
yjfr. 

/Vol. XL. 
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An account of the netr produce of the additional duties on bricks and 
tiles, from the 28th of March to the 10th of Oftobci, 1794. 

An account of the nett produce of the duty on papei, horn the 28tlv^ 
of March to the 1 „th of October, 1794. 

An account of the nett produce of the duties on glafs, from the 17th 
of April to the 10th of O c tober, 1794. m 

An account of the nett produce of the duties on flatcs, Hones, and 
marble, f 10111 the qto of July to the 10th ot October, 1794. 

An account ot the nttt pioduce ot the duties on diftilleries, and licences 
granted to diftilhrs in Scotland, tram the 5th ot Apul to the 10th of 
Oftobei, 1794, nude peipetual 5th of Apul, 1 79 4. 

The titles of all tlicfc accounts were read, and ordered to be laid 
on the tal le. 

Mr. Rofc alfo prefented — 

An account of the total pioduce of the cuftoms, excifc, ftamps, and 
incidents for one year. 

An account of the total produce of the duties of cu^oms in England 
and Scotland, for the four (putter*, cnhngOd, 10, 1794. 

An acc »unt of the tot il pioducc of the txaic 11 Lugland and Scot- 
land, for the foui <4 urtcis, ending at the flint time. 

The following accounts were ordered: 

Oidinary ot the navy, extraniduvuy of the tr T , ?inl garii- 

fons, ordnance laid luviccx uduud offers, Cn lit 1 out-peul oneis, 
fer vices inclined not piovided toi, di.pohtion of giant , and navj debt. 

An Addrifs to be prefented to His Mijcfty by Priv\ Councilors, 
that His Maj^fty be pkifed to give oidcrs to the proper ofiiCvi* to 
lay the laft-abovc feveral aecounts before the Houle. 

Account of the amount of Exchequer bills imJc out b\ viituc ot m 
aft of Uft itflion tor ruling a ceitain turn thci eby. 

An account ot the total produce of the revenue on ft imps in Enghnd 
and Scotland, for the foui quaitcrs, ending the lame turn. 

An account of the total produce paid into the Exchu|uti, undci the 
head incidents, for the four quaiteis, ending at the iuinc tim . 

The titles were read, and the accounts ordcud to lie on the 
table. 

Alfo an account of the amount of the furthe) Exchcquei bills. 

And an account ot the amount of Exchequer bills vtadi fmtb in pm- 
fumceot an aft of the la ft feflion of Pailument, foi enabling irlis Ma* 
jelly to raifethe fum of 3,500,0001. 

Mr. Hobart brought up the Refolution of the Committee of 
'Supply, which was agreed to nemine contradicente . 

Mr. ROSE moved, that the Houfe do refolvc itfclf into ^ r Com- 
ftuttee of Supply on Monday next. * t 

# ** The Houfe adjourned. 

£ 
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Monday > 5 th January. 

Lord Vifcount PARKER reported to the Houfe, that their Ad- 
irefs of Saturday laft (that His Majefty would be gracioufly plcafed 
:o give directions to the proper officers, that the eftimates, lifts, and 
accounts, therein mentioned, might be laid before this Houfe) had 
been prefented to His Majefty ; and that His Majefty had com- 
manded him to acquaint this Houfe, that he will give dire&iims 
accordingly. 

Ordered, That the order of the day, for the Houfe to rcfqlve 
itfelf into a Committee of the whole Houfe, to confidcr of the Sup- 
ply granted to Ilis Majefty, be now read. 

And the faid order being read accordingly ; 

Ordered, That the account of the amount of the Exchequer bills,' 
made out by virtue of an aft, pafled in the laft feflion of Parlia- 
ment, intituled, “ An aft for railing a certain fum of money, by 
loans or Exchequer bills, for the fer.vicc of the year one thoufand 
fevon hundred and ninety- four,” be referred to the faid Committee. 

Ordered, That the account of the amount of the Exchequer bills, 
made out by virtue of an aft, palled in the laft feflion of Parlia- 
ment, intituled, “ An aft for railing a further fum qf money, by 
loans or Exchequer bills, for the fervice of the year one thoufand 
feven hundred and ninety- four,” be referred to the faid Committee. 

Ordered, That the account of the amount of the Exchequer bills, 
made forth in purfuance of an aft, pafled in the laft feflion of Par- 
liament, intituled, (i An aft for enabling His Majefty to raife the 
fum of two millions five hundred thoufand pounds, for the ufes 
and purpofes therein mentioned,” be referred to the faid Com- 
mittee. 

Then the Houfe refolved itfelf into the faid Committee; and, 
after fome time fpent therein, Mr. Speaker refumed the chair ; aftd 
Mr. Hobart reported from the Committee, that they had come to ; 
fcvcral reflations, which they had direfted him to report, when 
the Houfe will plcafe to receive the fame. •’ ■ 

Ordered, That the report be received to-morrow morning. 

Mr. JEKYLL faid, he wifhed to aik a queftion of an honour* 
able gentleman, whom he faw in his place, upon a fubjeft of the 
ggateft importance. Upon an anfwer being given, would depend 
ymethcr he fliould make any motion or not. Since the fubfidy to 
the Emperor of Germany was fo foon to be difeufled in the Houfe, 
it was peculiarly ncccflary for them to inquire into the nature df 
the reliance we could place on our allies as foon as poffible ; he 
thought no period fo fit as tire prefent to obtain an account of the 

N z ' ' J,/.'. 



9 * 


PARLIAMENTARY 


A. 1795. 

fums difturfcd to the King of Pruffia .when the lad inftallment had 
been advanced, whether any had been paid fincc the King of Pruf- 

had turned his arms againfi Poland, and what number of troops 
had co-operatcd with ours fince the commencement of the fubfidy. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, the lad indalment was made in the 
month of September lad. 

Mr. JEKYL wifhed to know what the amount was in all of 
money given to the King of Pruffia ? 

Mr. Chancellor PITT laid, he had not the lea ft objct°»rn to 
the accounts on that fubjecl being laid cn the table of tilt Houle. 
The amount of the whole fum which had been lent to his Pruflian 
Majefty from this country amounted to tyvclve hundred thoufand 
pounds. 

Mr. GREY obferved, that as gentlemen were about to leave 
town for a (hort time, in order to attend their public duty in va- 
rious parts of the country, he wifhed to defer for a while, a motion 
which he intended to make. As the fubjeti was H yrcat impor- 
tance, he thought it was proper, at the time he gave notice of it, 
to date precifcly what the motion was. It related to what had 
partly been aheady before the Iloufe. He was one of thole who 
thought, that proposals for peace might, at this time, be made with 
advantage to this country ; the Minidcr had declared himfelf to be 
of a contrary opinion. He thought he underilood the right ho- 
llourable gentleman, at laft, upon that fukjeft — -He believed him 
to t fay in effeti this, “ T hat the form of Government in France, 
with which this country could with the greateft fafetv, and advan- 
tage, treat and negotiate, was that of a monarchical form, efrab- 
lifhed on fomething like the old form of the Conftitution of that 
country— That he could conceive, however, intermediate circum- 
ftances, in which it migfit be prudent for ns even to treat with a 
Republican form of Government in that country, but that under the 
prefent circumfiances we could not, confidently with the dignity 
of the Crown, or the fafety of the country, negotiate with the 
prefent Government of France. Now he, for one, was well 
perfuaded that we could, confidently with the digrfity of the 
Crown, and the fafety of the Public, enter at this time .into nego- 
tiation, ' and he wifhed to bring on the difeuffion of that fubjeft, 
and therefore he now gave notice, that on the 20th of this rr\£gtf@i, 
he (hojuld move “ That it is the opinion of that Houfc, that^he 
pdftcnce of the prefent Government of France ought not to fck 
jconfidcrcd as precluding a negotiation for peace.” .Thefe were\ 
dthe words of the motion, as he intended to make it; if there wa$ \ 
J|ny Mpmhcr in the Houfe who thpught that the fame idea might 
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be better exprefied, he (hould be glad now to hear what was to be 
faid u\ on that point, if not, he fhould bring it forward as it (food. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he (hould not attempt to difeufs 
the fuhjedt now, bcc.iufe another feafon would arrive for that pur- 
pose ; he wiflied it to be underffood, however, that h? wiflied the 
matter t<> he difeufled fully, fairly and freely, whether from the in- 
tern;! fituntion of France, it would be wife, difcrcet, or prudent, 
on the part of this country, to enter into any negotiation at this 
time. 

Mr. SHERIDAN then alluded to the City Militia bill. He 
obfcrvcd, that the bill was hurried through the Houfe with unex- 
ampled and indecent precipitancy, and when he oppofed it as an in- 
fringement of the chartered rights of the citizens of London, he was 
told he was intcifcring in a matter for which the citizens of London 
would iv>r be obliged to him, for that they had conftdered the prin- 
ciple of the bill nnd approved of it. The fa&, however, was the 
reverfe, the citizens had not then an opjxjrtunity of underftanding 
the bill completely, and when they did underftand it, they difap- 
proved of i: highly. It was not his view to catch at temporary po- 
pularity, by alleging to feel for the rights of perfons, for whom lie . 
had no real concern ; the truth was, that he confidcrcd the bill in 
qiicdi'M as a grofs violation of the rights of a very refpetiable body 
of men, whom it was the common duty of all the members of that 
Houfe to efteem and rcfpcct — But to (hew that lie had no defire of 
thrusting himfelf forward in this bufinefs, he would decline it alto- 
gether, it he fhould find that the Members for the city were difpofed 
to do their duty to their conftituents upon the fubjedb What he ‘ 
wiflied to know at this moment was. Whether it was the intention 
of thefc honourable gentlemen to bring forward a motion for the re- 
peal of the City Militia bill, or to propofe fome regulation of it ? “ 
He dclired an anfwer to that queftion. 

Mr. Alderman CURTIS faid, that a Committee had been ap- 
pointed in the city to examine into this fubjoct, and they had not 
yet made their report, and, therefore, he could not give all the in- 
formation he could wifli. But with regard to the principle of tbe 
bill, he would venture to fay that it was approved of by a large 
majority of the Citizens of London. This he collected from the 
meemgs w hich had taken place upon this fubjedh 

Iv?r. Alderman ANDERSON faid, that many attempts had 
bedi made to iinpofc on the underftandings of the. Citizens of Lon- : 
dpn upon this fubjedt, but they would not fwallow the pbifon, how* 
Aer palatable the dofe was made up \ the majority of the citizens 
nyejre decidedly in favour of die till. He obferved that Mr* Sheri- * 
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rfan had faid the Members for, London were iK)t prefent on Friday, 
Mr. Anderfon faid he was in the Houfe :it a quarter of an hour 
$fter four o’clock, and he begged leave to f*v he attended the Houfe, 
he believed, as frequently as anv Member did, and he trusted that 
"none of the;* reflections would he thrown out again. He under- 
stood the honourable gentleman lvid faid, in the hearing of fome 
perfons, that he fhould have fome obfei various to make to-day, if 
the Members for the city attended their duty. 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, that he did not wifh to difpure with the 
honourable Member, whether or not the avocations which he had 
to fill, were, or were not, of a nature fuperior to the attendance of 
his duty in Parliament. He did not, he faid, make a merit of 
his own attendance, as he conceived that every man who afpired to 
a feat in that Houfe, inuil at leaft know that attendance was a part 
of his duty. With regard to his having promifed to make fome 
obfervations upon this fubjeft to-dav, in the hearing of any holy in 
that Houfe, he certainly did not make that promife in the hearing 
of any body, tor he did not make it at all. As to the popularity 
of the' bill, the gentlemen who had aflorted that, would do well to 
revife that opinion ; he infilled the bill was difrcliihcd ; a proof of 
which was, they had fufpended it, and not acted upon it ; and in 
the populous Ward of Farringdon they had bound their Common 
Council to endeavour by all means to get it repealed. 

Mr. Alderman LE MESURIER contended, that if the voice 
of the citizens were prmerly and fairly collected, they would be 
found greatly in favour of the bill. It did not, he faid, originate 
■ irf any of the perfons in the intcreft of adminiftration, nor had he 
for one any (hare in framing it. When the plan of a voluntary 
fubfeription, univerfal throughout the country, was piopoied in 
London, fome gentlemen, adverfe to the polities of the ruling Mi- 
niftry, thought it would be better to regulate their own militia, fo 
as to put it on as good and rcfpcehible a footing as would fuperfede 
the ncccflity of adopting the mcafurcs of the Minivers. The plan 
was afterwards drawn' out, and generally received with merited ap- 
probation, but that perhaps the honourable gentleman, who infifted 
' on the contrary^ did not know this, for the citizens of London were 

* not in the habit of pub] ilhing ‘their proceedings in Republican news- 
papers. , 

* FOX faid he had a motion to make, which was not un- 
on fimilar occafions, if a fimilar occafion to the prefentV>uld 

fl^'rceollc&ed in the hiftory of this country. In a (hort time! the 
flSMinifter was to call fora lodn,ti unexampled in point of magnitude, 
?, : m well asunder peculiar circumftances, a large part of which wot 



A. 17*$. ‘ - 

'v ' • 

intended to be for the afftftance of a foreign Prince. . Oiri the day 
previous to the difeuffion of that fubjed, an honourable friend if 
his (Mr. Grey) was to bring forward a very important motion. 
Now under the prefent alarming afped of our affairs, they could 
not proceed w!;h too 4 much folemnity, and therefore he fhould non*/ 
move that the Houle be called over on the 2oth of this month. 

The qur-tion was pur and carried, to which was added the ufind 
order in fuch cafes — that fuch Members as do not anfwer to the 
call bo taken into the custody of the Serjeant at Arms. . t 

Mr. JFKYL obferved, rhat as the Minifter had not given him 
an anfwer to the latter put of his quo ft ion, relative to our fubfidy 
to *ho Kimt of Prdflin, he fhould be obliged to make a motion, 
wnieh he did to the following effect : u That there be kill before 
the Houfe an account of the money iffued and received by the King 
of Prui.ru, and what time the inftallments were made, in confe- 
quence of a treaty uvvrcd into between him and His Majefty, in 
the month of April i 704 ; together with an account of the num- 
ber of troops which have be* n employed in concert^with His Ma- 
jelty’s troops in purfuanec of the faid treaty.’* 

Mr. Chancellor PIT V foi l, he oid not mean to object to the 
account of the inftalhnenii? ; the amount of the whole he had ftated 
already to be twelve hundred rhoui.ind pounds ; but as to the num- 
ber of troops employed by the King ot PrulTia in concert with His 
Majesty’s troops, it was fuch ns he could not a (Tent to, becaufe Go- 
vernment had received no official returns of their number. 

M. FOX conlidcrcd this-condud ns more dangerous and alarm- 
ing than any that had occurred iince the beginning of the war. He 
infilled that had fuch an oblVrvation been ufed in the Houfe when 
the treaty was under difcufiion, it would h ive been impoffible for 
them, confidently with their duty, to iiave agreed to it. In con- 
trading with his Prufli.m Majefty for the pay men: of thefe fums, it 
was ftipulatcd on his part, that he fhould furnilh a certain number 
of troops to co-opera tc with thofc of the allies . and though their 
ardour for military glory was given among t the r afims for leaving 
the army under the command of Pruffwn officers, yet it was urt- 
derftood tliat it was to receive its di red ion in 1 great degree, from 
commilfarics fent by Great Britain and rue United Provinces, to 
fuper intend its operations. What the ufi 0* fuch commiffioner* 
could be he was yet te learn, unlefs it a part of iheir duty to 
die agreements entered into witn tlie rwo fublidking 
powers (hould be duly executed. He did nor know how this que- 
stion could become a fubjed of debate in the Houfe, unlefs* they 
'had ihat ncceilary information. Until that was obtained they matt • 
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be equally^ a lofs to know why the inftalments had been fufpended 
ill tlie month of September, and why they were continued fo long? 
When the extravagance of the terms was formerly objected to, a 
diftindtion was taken between this and the other treaties to which 
it Was compared; becaufc, without fomc fuch didin&ion, it 
would appear twenty times more difavantageous than any other 
treaty which the country had ever made. In the debate of a for- 
mer night, the dereliction of fomc of our allies was dated as one 
great caufe of the reverfes of the war ; ami yet it fliould feem that 
we were dill to pay the King of Pruflia for that coiidudt which was 
produdtivc of our difappointments. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT coniidercd the words “ twenty times 
more dlfavantageous” as random inconfiderate language, when a 
reference was made to the fubfidiary treaty by which, in the war 
before lad, we granted to die late King of Pruflia 670,0001. in 
a year. Yet in that wc had no Aipulation whatever that the com- 
mand fliould either be given to Britiih officers, or that it fliould 
be applied in any way to our particular advantage. He could not, 
therefore, well account for the inaccuracy of counting 670,000b 
as only a twentieth part of i,8oo,oool. which the King of Pruflia 
was to have received by the late treaty had the inffalments been 
continued. He was far, however, from being ready to aflert that 
the dipulations of the treaty had been fulfilled by his Pruflian Ma- 
jedy in a manner fatisfa&ory to this country, or with all the ad- 
vantage that we had rcafim to expefh But that the application of 
his arms was of no frrall advantage, notwithdanding, in the courfe 
of the campaign, he w r ould certainly contend for. He alfo main- 
tained that the Britiih Miniders had adted wifely in having advifed 
the treaty : that they alfo a died for the bed, in continuing the in- 
ftalments up to lad September ; and that the caufe of the allies was 
more benefited by the manner in which the Pruflians were employed, 
than it would have been if we had faved the money. To fay that 
no regular returns of the Pruflian troops had been tranfinitted offi- 
cially to this country in the fame manner as monthly returns were 
made of our own force, was by no means faying that the commif- 
faries had ncgledted to fend any account whatever ; fuch as had been 


. tranfmitte^ fliould be laid before the Houfc ; but that the treaty 
Contained no dipulations for our receiving regular official returns, 
was a circumdancc as open to Mr. Fox’s obfervarion when it wa# 


difeuffed as it was at prefent. Yet, at that time no/ftich 
^Jgpration had been made by him. He concluded with moving, 
of amendment to this motion, that the words, “ together, 
jgSh an account of the number of troops winch have been em\ 
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ployed concert with His Majedy’s troops. purfuance of the 
faid treaty,” be left out. 

Mr. FOX obferved that the calculation he had haftilv made was 
too high when he Hated this treaty to be more to our di fa vantage,, 
than others in the proportion of 20 to 1; but it was notlefs, after 
all, than 15 to 1. By the treaty with the late King of Pruflia, 
there were 1 50,000 men allowed for 670,000b, and in the-treaty 
with the King of Sardinia, 50,000 men were fubddived for 
200,000b, fo that the three-fifths of the prefent treaty w’ere as 
1 20,000 men, and bear the exaed proportion of one to fifteen. 
That, faid Mr. Fox, is the calculation, and I beg pardon for my 
former incorrc&ncfs. He th.cn obferved that it was now too late to 
recall the 1,200,000b and as it appeared nccclf.iry to have fome 
cxcufe for having paid that him, the fuecefs of thefe foreign mer- 
cenaries was talked of, when the whole ferics of the campaign 
confided of di fader and difgrace. Mr. Fox thought it particularly 
hard for the country that the goods fhould not be remitted when 
the money was paid. The Miniftcr was plcafed to fay he had ge- 
neral information upon the fubjedl ; would he condefccnd to convey 
to the Houle a little of that general information*? if he did, it 
would then be a quell ion for the Iloufe to coniidcr what ought to be 
their conduit upon fuch a fubjeft ; and in judging of that, they 
ought to reflect that they were the guardians of the public purfc, 
and ought not to fuller the public treafure to be thus wantonly 
waded. He concluded with faying that this bufinefs, in the prefent 
dageof it, was fo extraordinary and alarming, that he fliould think 
ho did not do his duty if he did not take the fonfo of the Iloufe 
upon the fubjelt. 

Mr. WINDHAM found the right honourable gentleman had 
deemed it neccffary to eke out his argument with a mis-datement. 
When his right honourable friend mentioned the fuecefs derived 
from the aiTidance of thefe fublidiarics, he was perfectly confident, 
although their endeavours had been attended with difedcr ; for, 
fuch was the connexion the one had with the other, that when they 
afted up to fuecefs, and if they failed unitedly, the failure would 
have been much greater without fuch aflidance. The failure was 
of a different fort to that of which the complaint was made. ' If the 
failure proceeded from a deficiency of number, according to the 
dipul^tion, then blame was to* be attached ; but if it proceeded 
from iifuation and from circumdance, or any other remote caufe, 
the treaty was fuccefsful as far as their adiflance tended •; and 
though much more might have been hoped for, there was nothing * 
V rther to be required. There was then no real oppofition between . 
/ Vol. XL. O 
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tlje twoquefttons, that the efforts of our allics had been beneficial^ 
and that our failure had been caufcd by their dcrelidtion : the 
latter, indeed, prove the former to be true ; for it appeared that 
the treaty, while acted up to, had produced the defired fucccfs, but 
when our allies ceafed to ad conformably to it, then our failure 
commenced. There was a mifreprefentation in dating that Mr. 
Pitt had afierted he had no information at all ; he had merely llatcd 
he had nothing but general information, which was not fufficicnt 
to lay before the Houfe. The tloppage of payment in September, 
certainly tended to (hew that we had the controu! contended 
for by adminifiration over the Pruflian forces. 

Mr. Fox did not think that any perfon, except a gentleman of 
fuch acute reafoning as Mr. Windham, could have made a divilion 
in the difafiers of the war. 

Mr. THOMPSON faid, as he found the Pruflian troops had 
been intlrumental in the luccdfrs of laft campaign, it might be 
proper to move for an account of the men which the King of Pruflia 
employed in the reduction of the French Well India I (lands. 

Mr. JEKYLL wifhed tint the Miniiler would at lead confcnt 
to have copies pf the correspondence in which he received his intel- 
ligence, laid before the Houfe. 

After a few more observations, Mr. Fox perfifting tooppofc the 
MinifteFs amendment, the l loufc divided, when the amendment 
was carried, the numbers being 

For it, 110 ; again!! it, 33. Majority, 77. 

Mr. SHERIDAN laid, that in addrefling the Houle upon a fub- 
jedt of the molt important confideradon, he' by no means wifhed to 
mix his own opinions wiih what he fhould lay before them, but 
limply to bring forward what was the real date of fadts. He was 
perfectly well aware, that in the prefent calamitous firuation of the 
country, it might have been cxpc&cd that he fhould diredi their at- 
tention to the war rather than to any other topic, and, that to bring 
forward another fuhjecf, might appear to have a tendency to divert 
their attention from that which was the principal objedt of difeuflion. 
He was alio aware, rhat there was fomething rifqued by the motion 
which he w r as now to fubinit to the Houfe, as it probably would 
not meet with the concurrence of all thofe who, on the firfi; night 
of the fcflion, had cxpreiled their difapprobation of the war, and 
that now while an appearance of (Irength was gathering to the Darty 
in apportion to the prefent war, the effect might be to produce a 
degree of public difeouragement, and to diminifh the hopes that 
entertained of' bringing it to a fpeedy conclufion. But there 
^ere fome queftions of elteutial and deep importance, which sip 
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ground of expedience, no confidcration of a nature merely tempo- 
rary, fliould induce him to forego. Such was the queftion which 
he fliould to-night bring forward. The original oppofers of the 
war, who had encountered fo much unpopularity at its outfet would 
ftand on the fame ground on the prefent occafion, in fupportingthe 
principles which they had uniformly avowed, whatever they might 
h izard by the difeuflion with rcfpc6t to the appearance of the ftrength 
of their party. Thofe who had joined them in the oppofition to 
war would ennfider how far it was incumbent upon them to fupport 
the fame principles. But he fliould affirm that the prefent was the 
very firft quefiion which thofe who wifhed for peace were bound to 
fupport. The firft consideration which had been held out by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, with refpedt to the ncccfiity of the 

war, was the intern'd fituation of the country. A view of that fitu- 
ation was certainly in every rcfpcvSt tlic nioft important. Whether 
we now looked to the continuance of the war or to the event of 
peace, it was of confcqucncc to n fee r tain whether the fubjedls of 
this country were a-'Unted by a loyal attachment to the King, and 
an unlukcn zeal for the Conftitution, or were under the influence 
of oppofite fentimenrs. The right honourable gentleman (Mr* 
I’itt) had afkcd, if we fliould make peace, Wiiat would be "the 
confluence of the inundation of French principles into this coun- 
try r -He, for one, did not dread the confcqucncc. But the right 
honourable gentleman had rightly taken his ground, if he fuppofed 
the people of England actuated by feditious and treafonablc fenti- 
ments, and ready on the firft opportunity to facrifice all theblcffings 
which they enjoyed from the admirable form of their Conftitution, 
and madly to deftroy themfelves. This was the point on which he 
was prepared to meet him. The queftion was not whether die 
Habeas Corpus fliould remain fufpended till February, though an 
honourable gentleman (Mr. Dundas) had thought proper to declare, 
by anticipation, that in the prefent fituation of things, he fliould be 
of opinion that the fufpenfion ought' to be renewed ; if he, (Mr. 
Sheridan) thought that there remained no ground for fufpending it, 
no confidcration of the fliortnefs of tim<f would induce him to with- 
draw his motion, he would fay, with the father of die right ho- 
nourable gentleman (the Earl of Chatham,) who, when he was 
afkcd ?vhcthcr he would fubmit to a tyranny of forty days, anfwer- 
ed, No ; he would not confent that the people of England fliould 
be fettered and fliacklcd even for an hour : but the queftion now 

was, Whether the Habeas Corpus fliould remain fufpended for 
ever? Another confidcration connected with his motion, was, 
Whether the reverence and refpe& for the decifions. of juries, ft 
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intimately interwoven with the principles of the Britifh Conftitu- 
tion, and hitherto fo facrcdly obferved, (hould, or fliould not be 
eradicated from the minds of the people of England ? In conduc- 
ing the prefont difeuflion, he fliould argue from circumftanccs as 
■ttycy really cxiftcJ. He would appeal to the gentlemen on the other 
fide, with refpeft to the fitiution in which this country was now 
placed ; and he would nfk than, Whether they would not accept 
of the compromiie, that the fentiments, numbers and force of the 
focicties, Who had been held up as dangerous to the ConiVUitinn, 
fliould remain exactly as they were at prefentr But there was no 
fituauon of things in which thole gentlemen were not provided with 
an anfwcr. If it was urged that the defignsof thofc focietics hail 
been checked, they would afk, Whether they ought to withdraw 
the fccuricy at the moment they had fucceedod in repelling the dan- 
ger r If the influence of the focieths v/as hid to be incrcafed, they 
would contend that the force, which it Inrf been found, ncccliary to 
oppofe to an inferior danger, became full more indifpenf.tMc when 
the danger was incrcafed. If they were called upon in a time of* 
war, they would all edge, that was not the proper time to judge of 
the degree of power to be granted to the Executive Government ; 
if dwlng the interval of peace, they would enlarge upon the nreef- 
fity* of guarding agiinl the con fun icnces of an intcrcourfe with the 
daring Republicans of France. There was no foliation in which 
they wou'd not he provided with fome argument for fufpending this 
chief bulwark of the sights and liberties of Englifhmen. T he fuf- 
penfion would be justified, not merely as a guard again!! rhe crime 
of treafon, but, according to the new phnfc, again!! any difpofition 
to moral guilt which might be productive of dangers. On ftich 
pretences would the fufpcnlion be juhilied, and the act itfelf never 
again reftored ? He wouli remind gentlemen of the grounds on 
which the fufpcnlion had been voted : .the preamble of the aft 
flated, that— “ Whereas a traitorous and dctcftablc confpiracy has 
been formed for fubverting the exiiting laws and Conflitution, and 
for introducing the fyftcm of anarchy and confufion which has fo 
fatally prevailed in France,” &c. 

He now came to fafts. Did this traitorous d etc liable confpiracy 
exift, , if, indeed, it»had ever cxifced at all ? It would be neceffary 
to ptovc not only that it once exited, but that the fame danger ftili 
continued; Were they prepared to go to the length of thefe afler- 
tipns ? He would not fhrink from what he had faid on a former oc- 
cafion, that he confulered Minifters as the foie fabricators of thefe 
plots. What he had then declared from flrong furmife and deep 
fufpicion he was now enabled to repeat from the evidence of fafts, . 
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He had, at his back, the vcrdi&s of repeated juries, who had ne- 
gatived the exiftencc of anv fucli plot. But the opinion of juries 
had been htclv treated in fuch a manner, that he was almoft afraid 
to quote their authority: but he would remind a learned gentleman 
(Sir John Mi t ford,; that for language much lefs unconftituiional than 
lie had cmploved, wkhnfpedl to the verdiAi of thefc juries, a 
learned Seijcant had formerly been committed to piifon by the 
IFufc of ' Commons. Tlut learned gentleman had told them, 
th.u the acquit .a l <>f n jurv did n- t declare the man innocent, it 
only exempted him from being tried again upon the fame charge* 
] fo h id al wavs undci f.uod, that it was a maxim of the law of Eng- 
land, that every :nan was prefumed to be innocent, till he was 
found guilty. But io far from this being the cafe, he was now 
told, that net even the acquittal of a jury efLbiiihed his innocence, 
or re do red 1dm to his former plftrc in fnclcty. Much flrefs was 
laid upon the decifion of ,a grand jury, lie did not reft much upon' 
thai, nva'c efpccially as he undtrftod that iW.c degree of manage- 
ment had bev n .employed in forming that grand jury. Letters were 
fent round, one of which he now held in his hand, difpenfing with 
the aitcndanci. of fome who might orher wife luve lat on that grand 
jury ; ari l fo far as that weir, iud the effect of packing rherrh— 
But he coul hr. X cert only regard the minority of any grand jury as 
of much \v\ighr, if after the prifoncr was put upon his trial, by* 
their finding a l ift ugiinft !iim, he was frill, by the liberal fpiritof 
the hw of Kn dand, to be eonfidered innocent till he was found 
guilty bv a verdict of his peers. An honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Windham,) had gone cv n farther than rhe leivned char after to 
whom he had alluded ; ho had thrown down the giuntlct to hi* ‘ 
right honourable friend (Mr. Fox). — How far it was prudent or 
proper in that gentleman fo to do, he would not take upon him to 
determine, duviaby when he recollected that on a former occa- 
fion, he had declared that he would not give up the title of hie 
friend till his right honourable friend had firft given him a hint for 
that purpofe. Fite neighbourhood into which the honourable gen-* 
tlernau had lately got,* had, perhaps, Impaired his memory. He 
had not waited for the hint ; lie had now renounced the title.— 
Nor was fucli a hint to be cxpcdlcd from his right honourable friend # 
by tiiofe who knew with what ftrength of attachment he clung to 
all thofeof whom he had been accuftomcd to think favourably, and 
how unwilling he was to give up any who had once formed claims 
upon his fricndftup. Now, however, that the honourable gentle- 
man had voluntarily declaimed the connexion, he had no hefita- 
fion to declare tliat he (liould henceforth meet hijn on the ground of 
a 
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fair and avowed hoftility*. That honourable gentleman, next to 
another perfon, had been the principal infrniment of bringing the 
country into the calamitous fituation in which it was now placed. 
He trufted that he had abilities to extricate it from the difficulties 
of that fituation. .At any rate he knew that he had boldncfs to wait 
the refponfibility which would ultimately attach to all the authors of 
the prefent war. Except indeed, there was lomething in the fup- 
port of the war that corrupted and degraded the human heart, he 
fhould have thought that the honourable gentleman would h^vebccn 
the laft of all men to apply to perlbns acquitted by juries of their 
country, the opprobrious epithet of acquitted felons. There might 
have been fomc ground for this epithet, if thofc perfohs had owed 
their efcapc to any flaw in the indi&mcnf, or to any deficiency of 
technical forms ; it might then have been urged that they were not 
entitled by the verdict of a jury to a regeneration of charadter, and 
were ftill to be confidered in the light in which the honourable gen- 
tleman had placed them, as men branded with guilt and outcaits 
from focicty. He would not fay that every inan acquitted was 
therefore innocent ; there could be no rule of that fort without an 
exception ; a criminal might owe his acquittal to a flaw in the in- 
didhnent or a failure of the evidence. It had been ftated the other 
night that a perfon might be charged with murder who had only 
been guilty of houfe- breaking, and becaufe he was not found guilty 
upon the fir ft charge, was he therefore to be confidered as a puie 
and honourable charadter. But did the men who had lately been 
acquitted ftand in that fituation ? If there was any cafe in which 
the verdict of a jury went completely to cftablifli the innocence of 
the party aecufcd, it ought to be with refpedt to the charge of high 
treafon. That charge, it was to be recollcdted, came with the 
higheft authority, and with a degree of influence which it w as diffi- 
cult for any individual to refift. It was to be recollcdted too, that 
with refpedt to the crime of high treafon the country itfelf w as both 
party and judge, fince he who confpircs againft the life of the King, 
confpires at the fame time againft the peace of the country. 

With refpedt to the charge of levying war, it was pofliblc that 
the party accufcd might efcapc from the incompctency.of the evi- 
dence \ but with refpedt to the charge of compafling and ima- 
gining the King’s death, the intention itfelf conftitutcd the crime ; 
and if* the jury had in their own minds a convidtion of the cri- 
minal. intention, and there was fufficicnt proof of the overt adt, 
they were bound to find their verdidt Guilty. Mr. Sheridan 
'laid, he wxwld now put it, whether in the courfc of the late 
trials, any thing that could have been brought forward againft the 
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prifoncrs was omitted%om any want of time or attention* ? He had 
heard, indeed, a learned gentleman (the Solicitor General) fay, that 
.the jury, if they had known all that he did, would have found their 
Verdict differently. But he conceived that he muft have been afleep 
at the time, othervvife it mult be inferred that he had ncgle&cd to 
Rate to the jury all that he knew, and had thereby fhewn himfelf 
difqualified for the place which lie held, a confeffion which he furcly 
would not with to make to the gentlemen along with whom he fat, 
far lefs to thofc on the other fide. lie could not mean that any 
tiling farther had fince come to his knowledge, finee he had him- 
fdf admitted that the effect of thofc acquittals went to prevent the 
parties from being again tried on the lame charge. No pains had 
furcly been fpared to bein'; thofc perfons to a conviction, if they had 
been really guilty. A Report of that Houfc was brought forward, 
containing almoft every thing that was afterwards brought out ill 
evidence, and that was followed by the dccifton o£ the grand jury. 
Neither could it be contended that there was any want of time ; 
fomc of the perfons tried were taken up in May ; the fix months 
previous to their trial were employed in collecting and arranging 
evidence ; a talk in which many rcfpcdtablc perfons, urged by a 
fenfe of what they conceived to be their duty to their country, were 
induced to take an a dive part. Neither was there any deficiency 
of legal ability ; twelve gentlemen of the greateft profeffional emi- 
nence, whofc talents were adequate to any caufe, were retained on 
the fide of the Crown, at an cxpcnce of upwards of eight thoufand 
pounds, independently of the bill of the Solicitor to the Treafury. 

| Mr. Sheridan here read the lift of the names of the Counfcl for the 
profecution— the Attorney General, the Solicitor General, Mr. 
Anftruther, Mr. Serjeant Adair, Mr. Bcarcroft, MoiVrs. Bower, 
Law, and Garrow, King's Counfcl ; Mr. Wood, Mr. Baldwin, 
and Mr. Percival. | The Attorney General, continued he, affures 
inc‘ that he exerted his abilities gratuitoufly ; an example which, I 
'truft, will be imitated, and for which I, give him credit, though l 
cannot approve of his doitrincs of high treafon ; doctrines which, 
if they were once to be admitted, no man could, in my opinion, be 
fafe ; nor yet of the dcteftablc evidence of fpies, fo much reforted 
to in the conduit of the profeeution. Such an array could only in- 
deed have been encountered by the abilities and eloquence of my 
honourable friend (Mr. Erfkine), who, bv his cortduit on that oc- 
cafion, acquired the higheft honour, but to whom all profeffional 
honour was become fuperfluous, and therefore he may deem it for- 
tunate that he was affociatcd with Mr. Gibbs, who deservedly comes 
hi for a (hare of credit in the tranfaition. No exertions lefs vigil* 
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roils, no abilities Ids fplendid, woyld have been fufficicnt to with- 
ftand the weight of authority and of evidence with which it was at- 
tempted to crufh and overwhelm the prifoners. But perhaps the 
gentlemen engaged in the profecution will contend that they drd not 
bring a fufficient number of witneffes ; that they were willing to 
fpare the trouble of perfons engage d in di.Tcrcnt occupations, and 
refiding'in diftant parts of the country. How far this is the' cafe, 
faid Mr. Sheridan, will appear from a paper which I (hall now 
read, the lift of the witnefles fummoned in the cafe of Mr. Joyce, 
who was never tried. [Here Mr. Sheridan read an nbftrnft of the 
lift ; it conftftcd of 22 perfons from the Secretary of States Ofiice, 
and underftrappers ; 45 Jailors, Jufticcs, and Cbnftablcs; 23 
people in prifon ; 28 Lawyers and Law vers’ clerks; 17 Scotch- 
men, who never faw Mr. Joyce ; 1 3 Printers and Bookfdlers ; 49 
common informers, &c. amounting, in all, to 207 witnefles ]— 
There was one qyreumftance to be noticed ; many of thofc who 
were brought forward to give evidence, were kept in prifon for a 
COnfidcrablc time, till they were wanted for that purpofe ; there they 
were cooped up, half witnefles and half principals, till the day of 
trial; and yet, to the men v.Iio hnu bun placed in this fituntion, 
many of whom had loft their bufinefs, and been hurt in their cha- 
racter, not the fmallcft comncnfation had been given ; he would 
not fay, bccaufc they had failed in giving an evidence which might 
have been favourable to the views of the profecution ; fomcof them 
had been fent back to Sheffield, with thru pounds to defray their 
expences. With regard to the manner in which the proceedings 
had been conducted, at lea ft no labour had been (pared. The firft 
fpecch on the trials took up no lefs a fpace than nine hours. Had 
he been in the lituation of a juryman, the very circumftancc of an 
Attorney General taking nine hours to tell him of an overt aft of 
high treafon, would have been a renfon why he fhould have given 
as his opinion, that lie couU! not believe it, and that it could not 
poflibly be true. The whole procedure on the profecution, w r asa 
piece of delicate clock-work, a fort of filUgree net, too flight to hold a 
robuft traitor, and yet fo contrived as to let all the lefler cafes of libel 
and fedition cfcapc. The very intricacy and labour of the proceed- 
ing w r as, to his mind, the moft fatfsfaftory teftimony that the cafe 
could not be fupported on the grounds of fubftantial evidence and 
conftittltional principles. If he was afkcd, Did there not appear, 
from thefc trials, inftanccs of fedition r He had no hefitation to fay, 
that they exhibited inftances of many grofs and fcandalous libels. 
He was ready to admit that there w r erc in the Societies mi fchievous 
m$\ intent on mifehievous purpofes. There were others aftuated 
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by enthufiafm, whom he could not confider in the fame light, be- 
caufe it was that fort of enthufiafm which had a&uated men of the 
purcft minds. As to the phrafcs Convention, &c., in which they 
\ had affected an imitation and approbation of the proceedings of the 
French, the word that could be faid of them was, that they were 
contemptibly foolifh. 

He had attended the trials, he faid, from a principle of duty. 
—He ,was of opinion that every man who loved the Confutation, 
and who thought that if was endangered by falfe alarms, would 
feel it incumbent on fueh an occafion to attend trials which he con^ 
fidcicd as originating from mmifterial artifice ; and to watch the 
conduct of the Crown lawyers, and of the judgvs, in order to avert 
thofc calamities from the country, in which, at former times, it 
had been involved, to prevent that moft dreadful of all wars— $ 
war of plots and confpiracics ; wars in which the purcft blood had 
been died by the moft deftructive of all weapons, the perjured 
tongues of fpies and informers. That there was no real danger 
appeared from the declaration of the Chief Jufticc Eyre, who, in 
fumming up on one of the trials, fhted, that it was an oftentatious 
and boalling confpiracy, and that it was much in favour of the 
uccufcd, th it they had neither men, money, nor zeal to cfFcdt the 
purpofes with which they were charged. On the firft trial one 
pike was produced; that was afterwards withdrawn from mere 
fhamc. A formidable inftrument was talked of to be employed 
againft the cav.dry ; it appeared upon evidence to be a tc-totum in 
a window at Sheffield. There was a camp in a back fliop, an 
arfena! provided with nine mufkets, and an exchequer containing 
nine pounds and one bad (hiring; all to be directed againft the 
whole armed f< rce and cftablifiied Government of Great Britain. 
Mr. Sheridan faid, that he, in the firft inftancc, had (hewn the 
moft ob'linitc incredulity with refpeft to all. the rumours of a plot.' 
He endeavoured to call to mind whether the prefent Miniftrv had, 
in any former inftancc, availed themfclvcs of a fimilar artifice. 
He recollected that in the year 1783, at the period u T hen the coa- 
lition took place, they rcprcfcntcd tliofe who were engaged in that 
mcafurc as Jetting up a fourth parly in the State, as w idling to fu- 
pcrcedc the authority of the King, and to deftroy the Conflitution, 
and had aftually perfuaded many well-meaning people at the time 
to be of that opinion, and to regard the authors of the meafure as 
enemies to their country, whofe deftruefton was neceflary for the 
prefervation of the eftablifhed Government. He rccolle&ed too, 
that the very men who had fet up the coalition were now in the 
Cabinet, and that the charge brought againft them muft therefore 
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tSvc been feife, and an inftance of fuccefsful deception. He wa$ 
hflore confirmed in his perfuafion of the trick when he looked to the 


Itondua of the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Raj who had 
adopted the policy of keeping open the door of reform, that lie 1 
might get himfclf out by it, and whofe fyftem it h?d uniformly been 
on that queftion, to do juft as much -as might nourifh hope, and 
yet difeourage effort. He recollected that the Society of the Friends 
of the People had been inftituted by one whom he could name only 
5® honour, that it originally confided of a hundred perfons, of 
whofe characters it would not become him to fpcak, lincc he him- 
felfhad the honour to he one of the number. That Society had 
at its firft formation been reprefented as more pernicious than anj 
of the others ; they had been held out both in that and in the other 
Houfc as men, whofe exigence was incompatible with the fafety of 
the Conftitution. Their firft inftitution liad been followed by a 
Royal proclamation,, in order to fccure the country from the infec- 
tion of their principles. In what light had that Society been held 
out on the late trials r That very Society had been reprefented as 
the faviours of the country, as the ftandards of political orthodoxy, 
and it had been reprefented as the blacked aggravation of the guilt 
of other Societies, that they had not differed themfclvcs to be guided 
by them, that they had not implicitly adopted their principles, or 
concurred in their proceedings. This he could not help regarding 
a*f the fecond inftance of fuccefsful deception. The proclamation 
afterwards iffued previous to the calling out of the militia, and the 
affcmbling of Parliament put into the mouth of His Majefty an 
expreffion which was not true, namely, that there exifted infurrec- 
tiorts in the country. It might be urged that at that time there was 


great appearance of danger, and that it was better to prevent the 
meditated mifehief than to wait for its arrival. In fuch a cafe 
Minifters too would have done better to have taken the rcfponfibility 
to themfelvcs, and applied to Parliament for a Bill of Indemnity. 
He had on a former oerafion taken notice of all the arts which were 
at that time employed to propagate abnri ; of the Duke of Rich- 
mond throwing himfclf into the Tower in the middle of the night ; 
of the maihepach being retarded, and carrying with it the moft dif- 
mal reports of the ftatc of the metropolis, fo that every perfon who 
arrive :<Mn a poft-chaife expefted to find that ail London was in a 
flame.* He had then furmifed that all this was the effect of mere 
political artifice ; he now found his fufpieion confirmed by h& s. 
JRiWifig the courfc of the trials, he had heard the evidence of the 
jp of Government, no part of which went to fanflion the alarm 
Jmdi had been fo induftrioufly propagated. It followed therefore. 
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v cither that Minifter*. were Secdved by their' dwii fpi«, and had 
J thereby (hewed themfclves unfit for the fimation which they held, 
^or that they had a&cd upon an alarm, Which they did not feel, to 

( anfwer the infamous purpofes of their own ambition, 3 nd to -delude 
the people into a wicked and a ruinous war. At the time every 
/ body Ndmitted that the meafures of Minidry were extraordinary ; 
but fore^thing they faid muft cornc out. Papers notorioufly in the 
pay of Miniftcrs, even took upon them to mention the particulars of 
the plot, and to name the perfons concerned He had then moved 
for a Committee of the Houfe to enquire into the fubjctS : his mo- 
tion was negatived bcoaufe Miniftcrs knew that no Aich plot had 
ever exifted. If a Government wanted a plot, plots, like other 
commodities, would be brought to the market. Had his motioft 
been adopted when it was firft propofed, it would have then refuted 
the libtlron the character of the people of England. The right ho- 
nourable gentleman, in a more advanced ftage of the bufinefs, had 
come forward with a motion for n Secret Committee. It did not 
become him to fay that the Members w ho compofed that Committee 
were not highly rcfpetfahlc, they were chofcn by ballot, and there- 
fore, no doubt, perfectly independent ; but it was well known that 
every fueh election by ballot was determined by previous agreement; 
and he had himfelf previyuflv read the names of 1 3 or 14 Members 
who were to be in that Committee, and he muft fay, that it w r as 
a circumftancc of fufpicion that they leforted to tills mode of chufing 
a Secret Committee, rather than that of naming the Members over 
the tabic, as had been done or another important occafion. A Re* 
port was prefented to that Committee, cut and dry, and by feme of 
them, he would venture to fay, -adopted w ithout much examination. 
In fpcaking of the gentlemen who compofed that Committee, he 
felt fome degree of delicacy ; they were not now all here ; they 
were fu much alarmed that they did not confider that Houfe as a 
place of fufficicnt fecurity, and had taken refuge in the Upper Houfe. 
A Coronet, the reward of their fcafonabk appreheniions, Would, 
they thought, be moft likely to fccurc the hpad of the owner from 
future danger. While the Committee were fitting upon this Re- 
port, which had been in preparation for fi\c or fix' months, two 
notes were fent, one to hid right honourable friend, (Mr. Fox) and 


another to him, informing them that fomethirtg important was to 
take place in the Houfe of Commons. This was all the intimation 
which was thought neceflary to precede a fufpenfion of the chief bul- 
wark of the rights and liberties of Englifhmcn. Upon hearing otffjr 
a moiety of the' "Report from the Minifter, the fufpenuon df the 


Habeas Corpus A&. was propos'd. 
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that occafion, t j ken place on his fide of the Houfe ; % and he (hould 
ever reopmi the fharc which he had taken in that meafure as the moft / 
merronous part of his parliamentary conduct. In the Houfe of , 
Lords the bufinds was not conduced fo haftily : their Lordfinps 
Were prcfuitul with pikes, with drawings, with male and female) 
ferews their noble natures were not fo eafily to be roufed ✓ it was 
th-t thc\ fhould bepreiented with form, ocular detfionftra- 
tion of the dinger.— 

“ Segbius uritant amt) os dimijja pet aunm , 

J qua funt oaths fubjttta ft lelibu r. ’ 

He was alrnoft afhamed to fry, tint the fufptnfion of the Hihcis 
Corpus Act w is not a matter of flignt or trivnl confulu Uk n He 
here quoted ths opinion of Sir Pcuvird Coke ( n the importance of 
the Habeas Corpus, winch cooJudts “tint without the enjoyment 
of this privilege we aie no longer any thing more than bmdhnen. 
r l t tre lunams no difimftion buwctn the freeman and the fine— 
•the living and the dead lie then proecedcd to qule the more 
iteent opm i*ns of Judge B1 ukftonc, in thv following exuadt from 
his chipt< r < n the rights of pciluno. Sedl. II. 

<c Of ^ v it imp'a ancc to the Public 1 the prcfcrvation of this pcrfoinl 
hb< rty lot it onct it were ldt in the power of any the h ^ It mirif- 
t ate toimprilon ubiti inly whoinevei he 01 his oii.^us thought pi per, 
(a* in 1 1 1 iee it is duty j dtif d b\ the Crown) theie would 10011 !e m 
end ot ill other rights »nd in mumries. Some have 1 1 u nr, th it 1 n| ll 
at'ick*, c\en upon life, 01 piopeity, at the aibitiii) Willot th** mi il- 
Tiate, ue Jel dmgeiousto the commonwealth, than Inch as are 1 ide 
Upon the pci Ion il liberty ot the fubjtft. To bcicavcannn of lire, 01 by 
a 10I 1 ce to coi ill ue his cfl ite, without necufmon or tn I, wo dd be to 
tjofs nd ik curious an aft of defpotifm, as mn ft at orct ct 1 \cy the w urn 
ot r\ aniv th oughout the whole kingdom but confinetru t ut the pci- 
Ion, bv kuetlv hunying him to gaol, where his tu tiding a e unknown 
oHoigotren, is a Ids public, a lets fluking, and theie 01 1 a inured int,c - 
mis engine ot ubitraiy Government, And^et iont time , when tnc 
bu f e is in real dinger, even this may be 1 neccflaiy meafure But the 
hflf pinelsof our Conftitution is, that it is not left to the Executive Power 
to cetei mute when the dangci of the State is fo great, as to lendei this 
nu * fute expedient foi it is the Paj lumen t onlv, 01 Lcgiilativc Power, 
th it, \\ hcncvei it tees propci, can authorize the Clown, by iufpci ding 
rhe Habeas Corpus aft for a fliortand limited tunc, toimpulon fulpefted 
pctioi s without giving any leaion foi lo doing , as the Sen itc ot Rome 
Ms jvont to have recouife to a diftator, a magiftiate ot ablolute autho- 
< 4 fy, when they judged the Republic in any imminent d mger. 1 he de- 
firce ot the Sen ite, w hich ufually pi eceded the nomination of this m igif- 
tute, dent aperam tonjuleS) ne quid rej^ public a detriments capiat , was c died 
the tenet ns lonjultum ultunae ntcejjitatu . In like manner this expeument 
ought only to be tried 111 cafts of Extreme emergency, and in thefe the 
' fiat ion parts with its liberty for a while, m Older to preftrve it foi evei. M 
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I lf the pofition of this famous lawyer be true, if a fufptnfion of 
the Habeas Corpus can be compared to nothing but a meafure 
which fufpends the whole of the Conftitution, it ought ftirely only 
to t ike pi icc in c ifes of the nioft urgent and abfolute neceffity. He 
woiXd afrv whether the prefent was a cafe of fuch extreme emer- 
gcncv\ If any man believed that the pc< pie of this countiy were 
infidel with trcafonablc principles, an<i difpofed to overturn the 
Go\ ernmnt, he might then 1 c jtifbficd in holding fuch ar^opinion ; 
bur if nnv nun klWcd tint the char iclui tic feature of the En- 
glifh nitiun was a folcr, fittlcd, an*Mh 1 *y attachment to the 
Cnnllitntion, it was incumbent on him to call for an immediate re- 
peal of the ad fufj ending the Ikk is Coipis. Such was the opi- 
nion,* which had ken eoi hurul L\ upc^ul verdi&s of a jury, 
verdids which went completely to do away the idea of any ronfpi- 
raev having nci cxifled in the cc/untn. lie, for one, would not 
w ut till Mmifteis ffiould extieife tin ii ingenuity in the fabrication 
of new plots, or ffiould ha\c time to propagite freffi alarms ; he 
would call upon them immidla f ch to rcltcic to the people thofe 
rights, without w lik h tluv could neither rdpett thcmfelves, nor 
the G ), eminent im Icrwld' h they lived. 

I fi 1 rmiut, faid M». hkrutin, as if contending for a me- 
lancholv truth wi'h Milliners, vkn I affine them that fuch is the 
fhtc of the count^v, and Inch k the k\ »ltv of the people, that they 
are fumlv .irtickd to the Coiffiitution, nd diffu led quietly to enjoy 
its bkflings, wit iOjt an* idea of tith t ncctirpling the perfopof His 
Mijrflr, or cottinj ‘be thioits ot one another. I Hull hear then 
noi of a plot, bur ol the c> i. fence ot a propenfity to moral guilt, as 
juffit' ikg a eorrinumee ot ‘he udj rn uni ot the Habeas Corpus. I 
will nut U\ tint there h ivc bo n no indanccs of fedition ; but I will 
affirm turn tli »t the evidence of thife appears in fo queftionable a 
Hi ipe as ought to excite your fufpicion. It is fupportedby a fyftem 
of 1 pits and uitoiincrs a f} Hem which has been carried to a greater 
extent under the piefcnt Admimftvaticn, than in any former period 
of the hiiloiy ot the country, I will not fay that there is -no Go- 
vernment in Europe which d< cs not Hand in need of the afliiiance 
of fpics ; .but I will affirm, that the Government which avails it-* 
klf of fuch lupport ekes not cxiil for the happinefs of the people* 
Jt is a f\ ftem which is calcul ited to engender fufpicion, and to be- 
get hollility; it not only dcihroys all confidence between man and* 
man, but between the governors and the governed ; where it does 
not find fedition, it creates it. — It refembles in its operations the 
condud of the father of all fpies and informers, the Devil, who 
introduced himfelf into Paradiic not only to inform his own Pande* 
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monium of the ftttfc of that region, but to deceive and betra®c ** 
inhabitants. The fpy, in order to avoid fufpicion, is obliged t<m M 
fume an appearance of zeal and a&ivi'y ; he is the firft to differa^ 
nate the doctrines of fedition, or to countenance the defigns of vioJ 
knee ; he deludes the weak by the fpceioufnefs of his arguments J 
#pd enflames the turbulent by the fury of his zeal. If muii have^ 
made a man s heart burn, to hear the fort of evidence brought for- 
ward by thefe fpies on the late trials. A wretch of the name of 
Lynam faid, that in his capacity of delegate to one of the foiictics, 
he h^d incurred fufpicion, had been tried by the otiur delegates, 
and honourably acquitted. The counfcl for the profccution, could 
hear fuch a declaration with unb 1 tilling counten mccs. By what 
means had he been acquitted, but by pretences of fuperior zeal, and 
more furious exertion. I w ifli the honourable gentleman, who 
Called the perfons who had been tried, acquitted hlons, had been 
jprefent when fuch witneffes were e xi mined -againd them; I with he 
had been prefent when the Ch-ef Baron (Macdonald) addreffed 
Mr. Thelwall, not as an acquitted f< Ion, but as having obtained a 
verdict, which was honourable to his character, and exhorted him 
in a tone of the utinoft gentleiufs, to employ his talents in future, 
for purpofes ufeful to his country. The nnnner in which that ad- 
•drefs was made, was tit and becoming the character of the judge 
by whom it was dtlivered, as well as rtfpedful to the perfon to 
whom it was directed. Of whatever indilcretion the perfons who 
had been tried had been guilty, it will not l>e difputcd by thofc 
who have attended to their cafe, that they have feeling hearts that 
they are alive to cvcrv fenfe of indignity, and that they muft have 
been deeply wounded by the opprobrious epithet applied to them by 
the honourable gentleman. I truft this is fuflicicnt to induce him 
to make the only reparation now in his povci, by thcfptcdieft ic- 
eantation of his hafty and ill-judged expn flion, There was ano- 
ther witnefs of the name of Taylor, not an acquitted, bat a con- 
victed ft Ion, who had been tried for a crime, into the moral de- 
merit of which I will not enter, but which lrad been attended w ith 
\he aggravation of perjury, but fentenccd only to a flight puni fo- 
ment, on account, as was ailedged, of fome fivourablc circum- 
itenccs in his cafe; though, upon my word, I could find none, 
fXQCft that he hadaflifted to hang his brother fpy (Watts) ; yet this 
man was thought a proper character to be brought forward as ari 
evidence mio a Court of Juftice, and allowed to hunt after the 
biotki of Englifomcn. If Miniftry had been duped and deluded by 
dteir fjSes, ought they not to admit the deception that had beer 
played upon them r But, faid Mr. Sheridan, I can fuppofe the cafe 



of a haughty and ftiff- necked Minifter, who tiev&r mixed in a po- 
pular affembly, who had therefore no common feeling with the 
mafs of the people, no knowledge.of the mode in which their In* 
v tercourfe is c inducted, who was not a month in the ranks in this 
\Houfe before he was raifed to the firft fituation, and though on a 
footing of equality with any other Member, elevated with the ideji 
of fibeicd fuperioritv , fuch a Miniftcr can have no communication 
with tlr* people of England, except through the medium of fpies and 
informers , lu is utnequainted with the mode in which their font** 
ments arc c\prclfcd, and cannot make allowance for the language of 
folds and rcfolutions adopted in an unguarded and convivial hour* 
Such a Minifter, if he lofe their confidence, he will bribe fteir 
hue ; if he difguft them by arbitnry meafurcs, he will not leave 
thi m till they are conplctely bound and (hackled , above all, he 
will gritify the vtiululivt reftntment of apoftacy, by profccuting all 
fh )fe w'ho dare to cfpouic the caufc which he has betrayed, and lie 
will not dclift from the giaiification of his malignant properties, 
and tlie profecution of his arbitrary fchnnes, till he has buried in 
one grave, the peace, the happinefs, the glory, and the indepen- 
dence of England. Such a Miniftcr muft be difquallfftd to judge 
of the real (date of the country, and muft be eternally the dupe of 
thofe vile fj.ics, whofc intmfr it is to deceive him as well as to 
betray others. In what county, or from what quarter of the com- 
munity ire we to apprehend the effects of thofe principles of infub- 
ordi nation, with which wc have been fo often threatened ? The 
charade* if tic feature of the English nation is entirely different; 
th^ tcftily on every oecafion the utmoft refped tor fuperiority (I 
am lorry fo ufc the phrafe) whcrcvei the advantages of rank or for- 
tune aie Cxeruitd by thofe who enjoy tliem, with any folonble de- 
cency or regard t) the w 'If ire of thrir dependents. What noble- 
min or g.ntlcmm fin is m his tenants or fervants, as long as lie 
treits them with propria* and kindnefs, a hoftilc and envious dlf- 
pofition ? Whit mod) mt or great manutadurer ftruls in thofe 
whom he cmplo's, fo 1 mg as he treats them well, a fallen and * 
uncomplying temper, inftiad of a prompt and chearful obcdieiufe* 
Tins tendency to infubordination, forms no part of the temper or 
charaderof the people , the contrary difpofition is even emied to 
an extreme. If I am Vkid whether there is any danger in the 
prefen* moment, i fiy jis. But it is n'>t i danger of tha. fort 
which U to be remedied b\ fufpending the rights, or abridging the 
privileges of the people. The danger arifts from a contempt being 
produced among the lower orders of all public men and all ptiblfe 
principles. ? 
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> A circumftance occurs to me, which took place during the late 
'trials, where the Friends of the People wetc praifed from the Bench. 
When one of the Sheffield witnefles (Broomhead) was a*kcd why his / 
Society declined communicating with the Fiiends of the People, hcii 
anfwurcd that he would tell them very plainly, that they did not¥ 
believe them to be honed ; that there were feveral of them Me rp/I 
beis of Parliament ; that they had fomc of th< in been in plao<^ an J 
that they conceived the ins and the outs, however they misfit vary\ 
in their profeffions, to he actuated by the fame motives oflintefeft. 

I, who might be as little implicated in fuch a charge as any man, 
felt rebuked and fubdued by the anfwcr. What is it that tends to 
produce this contempt of public men ? The condudt of thofc who 
ought to hold out an example of public principle. I heard an ho- 
nourable gentleman, (Mr. Windham) the other day, and on this 
fubjedt I will purfuc him with profiled and unabating hoftility, 
complain of the indifference and languor of the country in the pre- 
fentconteft, and call upon thtm to greater difplays of vigour and 
exertion, while at the fame time he affirmed, that no man in the 
country felt any diffrefs from the preffure and r ilamitics of woir. — 
Will he fay this to the ftarving manuf.uStun.rs of Norwich ? Will 
he fay it to the Havering poor of the metropolis, obliged to purchjjfc 
a loaf at nincpcncc, and, unable to fupply themfelvcs with coah at 
tliis inclement feafon, from the enormous price of that ntccffiiry ar- 
ticle? Will he fay it to the landholders, whofc property, fi nee the 
commencement of the war, has been reduced half its value ? What 
can this language of the honourable gentleman mean, except he 
means to drive the great body of the people to dcfpeiation ? When 
I heard the honourable gentleman call upon the country for inercafed 
exertions, I concluded that he would have propofed to throw in his 
falary to the aid of the public fund, and to live contented on his 
own fplcndid indome. 1 fuppofed he would have perfuaded his right 
honouiahlc friend (Mr. Pitt) to rclinquilh the rc\ enue which he de- 
rives from the Cinque Ports, and to live on the 600 ol. a year at- 
tached to his other appointments , that he would have perfuaded 
another honourable gentleman (Mr. Dundas) to give up one of his 
numerous falaiies j and a noble Marquis, in another Houfc, to give 
upfome of the emolument which lie derives from the Tellerftiip of 
the Exchequer, which would this year amount to 15,0001. As 
the noble Maiquis, on a former occafion, profeffed himfclf ready 
to abandon part of thofc emoluments, and take the office at a more 
moderate falary, he had now an excellent opportunity to prove 
,*j&e Jinccrity of his declaration. I expedted all this, and that they 
froukt not have failed toaffift their own arguments by the operation 
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of their gencrofity. The honourable gentleman 4hake? feUhetyft 
as if I hid laid fomething which I did not mean, or would not (land 
by. When formerly, in conjunction with him and others, I 
.tacked the corruption of Minifters, I thought I was fpeakirtg 
Sentiments of men who were fincere in recommending the doCtrine 
jof public economy, and not perfons fecretly bargaining fear a (hare 
/of die wages of corruption. Little did I think that the oppofitioft 
which t%ey then expreffed, was only an envious admiration of the 
honours and emoluments of Minifters, and an impatient defire of 
participation ; little did I conceive that the firft ad of a noble pen* 
fon (Duke of Portland) would have been to arreft from a gallant 
man a token of honour, which he had merited by his public fcrviccs; 
a man, to whom, indeed, that token could add no honour, but 
who might wlfli to introduce into his own profvflion fuch a badge pf 
diftinChon. In Inland, ever fince the period of their arrangement^ 
they have experienced the utmoft difficulty and embarraffment, from 
a difpu^c which has fubfifted about patron ige, and which has at laft 
been compromifed , how far honourably, I will leave to thofe who 
arc befi acquainted with the trmfaftion to determine. In the pre- 
fcnt war, Minifters have been obliged to have rccourfe to allies both 
at home and abroad , both have been procured by the farfic means, 
hargain and fubfidy. Among the members of the prefent Cabinet, 
there fublifts a lort of Dutch amity, and tluy hate one another more 
cordiilly than even they do us who arc in oppofition to their roea- 
fures. The queftion is, Has the Duke of Portland a majority in 
the Cabinet ? No ; Mr. Pitt conftrains him by an additional vote. 

It was cuiious to obferve the changes which had lately taken place ; » 
from a Loul Privy Seal, to be Firft Lord of the Admiralty, and 
vice verfa , from Prefident of the Council, to be Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland , and fiom the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, to be Matter 
of the Horfe. A noble Lari (Mansfield) came at firft into the Ca- 
binet without any emolument; I was at firft dlfpofed to give him 
credit for his difintereftednefs ; but whether it was conceived by hife 
colleagues to be a foolifh thing, or that it might operate as a batfr 
example, he was foon induced to accept the fituation of Prefident of 
the Council, with a large falary. While all Europe is in a flame, 
they feem to be engaged at boy s play ; to be fcrambling fur places 
and penfions, for ribbands and titles, and amufing themfelves with 
pufs in the corner of the Cabinet room. When fuch is a picture of 
the conduct of public men, 1 am not furprifcd at the declaration of 
the witnefs from Sheffield, that he gives no man of that defeription 
credit for being honeft. Willingly, would I throw $ veil over fuch 
franfa&ion* for the fake of the country, were it poffible either t* * 
Vp£. XL. Q, 



PARLIAMENTARY 




A. 179J. 


• conceal their exiftence, or to extenuate their difgrace. Mr. Sheri- 
dan faid that he had now ftated almoft all that he had to fay : there 
Was nothing, in his mind, which would be more calculated to re-j 
Wove the danger of fedition than to abandon the fyftcni of corrup- 
tion which now prevailed. To reform the conduit of Govcrp/ 
merit, and to correct abufes, would be the fureft way to rarifedy 
dKfcontent, and render a farther fufpcnlion of the Habeas iCorpus 
jmnecefiary. He proceeded to ftate that many of the a of the 
Societies, which had fo much excited alaim, were only imitations 
Of what had been done by the Societies in 1 780. If the Minister 
at that time had been difpofed to profccute, be might have made out 
a much better cafe of treafon than had been brought forward t y the 
prefent Minifters. Was the memorable expreflion of the illuftrious 
Earl of Chatham forgotten, iC that he rejoiced that America had re- 
filled!” Could none of the Members rccollc6t the flrong language 
adopted by Mr. Burke on the fame occafion, and the fcntiimnts that 
had been avowed in that Houfc by the oppofers of that war, “ that 
they wept over the fall of Montgv>mery, and did not exult in the 
defertion of Arnold.” He produced a paper, with the inlcription, 
u Lenox, the friend to Equality,” which, had the then Minifter 
been difpofed to profccute, contained matter more inflammatory thar> 
any paper that had been brought forward on the late trials. If ap- 
probation of the piogrcfs of the cn< my, implied by toafts and refo- 
lutions ; if an unqualified claim of univerfal reprefentation ; if dif- 
refpeftful exprefliom, fuch as “ What care I tor the king's biith- 
day !” were to be conftrucd as treafonablc matter, all thefe would 
be found to apply to the Affociations in 1780, in a greater degree 
than to the prefent Societies. Nay, a Convention of the fame na- 
ture with that, which thefe Societies had been charged as having 
confpired to hold, was then adlually held. Thefe men only trod 
in the fame path in which they had feen others go before them, not 
only without impeachment but without reproach. If, fays Mr. 
Sheridan, we make a boaft of fcqunl laws, if thefe men are to be 
confidered as guilty of high treafon, let us have fomc rctrofpedive 
hanging, and whatever in that cafe may happen to me, His Majcfty 
will at le^ft derive fome benefit, fince he will thereby get rid of a 
majority of his prefent Cabinet. Mt. Sheridan faid, that when he 
imtffcttcd that Jhis fpcaking and writing might have been inftru- 
Igihtal in inducing thofc men to efpoufe die views which they had 
Jfljopted, he could not feparate his own caufc from theirs, and he 
did not know what other men’s confidences were made off who could 
profccute, and even bring to condign punifliment and infamy per- 
who had been guilty of no other crime than having taken up 
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the fame fide of die queftion of which they themfelvcs had formerly 
been the advocates and fupporters. He then reprobated the aigy* 
‘orients drawn from the difference of times, and the neceflity of te$» 
riftk examples, an argument to be found in every body’s * mouth, 
/and WVich he contended to be falfc and mifehievous. It was re** 
echoed Jrom cvcrv quaiter, and by every deferiptiori of perfons ill 
office, from the Prime Minifter to the Excifeman— c< Look to the 
example of trance.” The implication was a libel upon the eba* 
rafter of Great Britain. The charafters of nations arofe not from 
the diffucnce of foil and climate , but from the invariable and ctef* 
nal decrees ot Providence. Government was the fthool and fetid* 
nary ot the foul. 

He proceeded to prefs die diftinftion in the charafters and minds 
of the mafs ot the inhabitants of diffi rent countries, according to 
their different Governments. “ I will not, therefore, fold Mr* 
Sheridan, admit the inference or the argument, that becaufe a pea* 
pie, bred under a proud, infolent, and grinding defpotifm, mad- 
dened by the recolleftion of former injuries, and made favage by 
the obfervation of former cruelties , a people, in whofe minds no 
fincere refpeft for property or law ever could have exifted, becaufe 
property had never been fccured to them, and law had never pro- 
tected them , a people feparated and divided into clafffs by the 
ltrongcft and harfheft lines of diftinftion, generating envy and.fmo* 
thcred malice in the lower ranks, and pnde and infolence in the 
higher : that the aftions of fuch a people at any time, much lefs if) 
the hour of fren/y and of fury, pro\oked and goaded by the arms 
and menaces of the furrounding defpots that affailed them, fhould 
furnifti an inference or ground, on which to eftimate the temper* 
charaftei or feelings, of the people of Great Britain , of a people, 
who, though fcnf.blc of many abufes which diffigure the Confuta- 
tion, were yet not infenfible to its many and invaluable blelTulgs ; 
a people, who reverenced the laws of their country becaufe thofe laws 
thielded and protefted all alike ; a people, among whom all that 
was advantageous in private acquifition, all that was honourable in 
public ambition, was equally open to the efforts, the induftry and 
the abilities of all , among whom progrefs and rife in focicty and 
public eftimation, was one afeending (lope, as it were, without a 
break or landing place, among whom no fallen line of demarkatioi* 
feparated and cut off the fcveral orders from each other, but all was 
one blended tint, from the deepeft (hade that veiled the Jtneajieft 
occupation of laborious induftry, to the brighteft hue that glittered 
in the luxurious pageantry of title, wealth and power s he would 

not. therefore, look to the example, of France, for be^pSfi tWfr 

_ * * * * 
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"feelings, the* tempers, and focial difpofition towards each other, 
much lefs towards the Governments which they obeyed, of nations 
"fo differently conftituted, and of fuch different habits, he would aw 
fert, that no comparifon could be made which reafon and philojfl#M 
ought not to fpurn at with contempt and indignation.” IfeprdTcc^ 
farther for an illuftration on this fubjed, he would afk what an- 
swer would thofe gentlemen give, if "a perfon affedledly or sincerely 
anxious for the prefervation of Britifh liberty, were to fav, “ Bri- 
tons, abridge the power of your Monarch, reftram the exertife of 
his juft prerogative, withhold all power and refourccs from his Go- 
vernment, or even fend him to his Elcdoratc from whence vour 
voice exalted him— for mark what has been doing on the Conti- 
nent \—Look h the example of Kings 1 1 Kings, believe me, are 
the fame in nature and in temper everywhere ; truft yours no longer d 
•—fee how that ftiamelefs and perfidious defpot of Prufln, that 
trickftcr and tyrant, has violated every principle of truth, honour 
and humanity, in his murderous, though impotent attempt, at plun- 
der and robbery in Poland ! He, who had encouraged and even 
guaranteed to them their Confutation : — See him with a fcandalous 
profanation of the refourccs which he had wrung by fraud from the 
credulity of Great Britain, trampling on the independence he was 
pledged to maintain, and feizing for himfdf the countries he had 
fworq to proteft. Mark the ftill more fanguinary efforts of the 
defpot of Ruflia, faithlefs not to us only and the caufe of Europe, 
Jts it is called, but craftily outwitting her pcijurtd coadjutor, pro- 
fiting by his difgracc, and grafping to htrfdf the vidim which had 
hecn *deftincd to glut their joint rapacity. See her thanking her 
favourite General bnarrow, and, ftill more impious, thanking hea- 
ven for the opportunity; thanking him for the 1110ft iniquitous act 
of cruelty the bloody page of hiftory recorded — the murderous fccne 
at Praga, where, not in the heat and fury of a&ion, not in the firft 
impatience of revenge, but after a cold adiberate paufe of ten hours, 
with temperate barbarity, he ordered a coniideratt, methodical maf- 
facre of f 0,000 wimen and children. Thefe are the actions of 
Morfarchs* — Lo*k to the example of Kings !” What thofe gentlemen 
would reply to fuch an argument or exhortation I know not. My 
anfwer fhould be, I treat your inference and comparifon with the 
4kmc abhorrence and indignation with which I turn from thofe who 
would libel and traduce the character and principles of the people of 
Bngtaod^ and upon the lame grounds and principles. I will not 
toofcfy the mittple of the Princes you point out, and juftly, perhaps, 
m ordea to meafurc my allegiance and opinion of die 
0f Gpqat Britain. I am nut* to be milled by names ; I re* 
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gard not that die four letters are the fame which form the title; of 
the Dtipot of Bradenburgh, and of the firft magiftrate of dds fh» 
country. I will not look to the principles or pra&ce of a man bona 
4VJ bred in flattery, faliehood, and faitlilcffnefa— of a Brince ae 4 ' 
cufiutaed to look to fear only for obedience, and to arms only for 
fecurin , of one ufed to conlider his people as his property, their 
lives nd limbs his traffic , of one inftrudled to make his will th& 
liw, and the law his tool ; of one finally whofe heart muft be per** 
veitid and corrupted by that which ever did and ever will deprave 
and corrupt the human heart, the pofleflion of defpotic power. I 
will not bonow from fuch an example a rule to eftimate the princi- 
pics, ads, or willies of a Monarch, where it muft be as palpably 
his wifh as his intereft to reign in the hearts of his people ^ of % 
Prince whom a love of liberty alone in the people exalted to hit 
piefcnt fituation, and who muft therefore regard and cheriih that * 
love of liberty in his fubjeds, as the real body guard of his pexfon; 
of a King, who, not feated on a folitary eminence of power, fees 
in the co-cxifting branches of the Legiflature his equals— in the 
law his fuperior , who, taught by the awful examples of pUr hiftory, 
knows he is accountable for the facrcd truft repofed in him, and* 
owing his title to the people’s choice, feels the true fecurity of his 
Throne to be the people’s love. Thus would I reply, and thus 
-would I remain — though declaiming the fervile cant of adulation, 
with fentiments of unabated attachment to the perfonof our prefent 
Monarch, and with unfhaken adherence to the principle of heredi- 
tary Government in this country, while limited, and direded tt> 
the obj ds for which that and all other power on ea-th is created— 
the benefit and happinefs of the people, who confer the truft. 

Mr. Sheridan concluded that, if he were to look to die example 
of P ranee, he would look to the prodigality, the corruption, the 
dcteftable fyftcm of fpies and informers, the infolence of the higher 
and the oppreffion of the lower orders, which had diftingui&ed die 
old Government of France, and which, he contended, had pro- 
duced all the evils of the prefent fyftem. He would thence be 
taught to avoid introducing into tliis country a fyftem of terror and 
corruption, and to give back to the people thofe rights and privi- 
leges which riveted their affedlion and fecured their obedience, and 
placed the order of (lability of the Government upon their befit 
foundation, the protedlion and happinefs of the fubjedt. The objedl 
of his prefent motion went only to bring back that which ought 
never to have been taken away. He (hould therefore now move 
for leave to bring in a bill, to repeal an a 61, pjffed in the lafljeffidfl 
•f Parliament, empowering His Majefty to fecure and rietain iuj^. ^ 
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perfcns as ft all be fufpeiled of confpiring agjinft his pcrfon and 
Government. 

The right honourable W. WINDHAM, Secretary at War, 
laid that there si ere fo many of his honourable friends more capable 
than he could prefuire to be, of anfwering the various topics ^rach 
had been brought into argument by the hoiu urable gentleman who 
had juft fot down, that he would not ha\ e troubled the Houfc with 
any obfervations at that early period of the debate, were it not that 
perfonal allufiort had been frequently made to himfelf m the courfe 
<tf that Gentleman’s elaborate declamation. — 1 he firft topic which 
he would notice, was the honouiablc gentleman’s remark upon fome 
words which fell frtrni him refpefting aright honourable gentleman 
on die other fide of the Houfc (Mr. lov\ whom, whether he called 
or not, he certainly would confider as a friend. This was a fubjeft 
which he had long remarked the honourable gentleman had a great 
propenfity to bring into difeuffion ; he had before been obliged to 
mak£ animadverlions upon it, as it was, to fay no worfc of it, ex- 
tremely officious , and, however the honourable gentleman might 
flatter himfelf that it conduced to his views, he would hazard an 
aflertion, that fuch intermed iling did not give fatishdtion to either 
party. As the matter, however, had been brought on the tapis, 
he would fully explain that which he had already, as he thought, 
explained before. What he had faid on a former da), and what 
he would then repeat was that for mutual accommodation he would, 
though he retained the fentiment, difeontinue the ufual form of ad- 
id&efs, and had given for his rcafon, that, ftanding with each other 
o&a different footing from what they had formerly done, he might, 
by perfifting in it, force his right honourable friend into rtftraint or 
emharfaffment. This he avowed to be the real meaning of his 
expreffions, and this he fancied muft ftill be in the lceollcdion of 
every one prefent ; he put it to the honourable gentleman himfelf 
to declare whether it was not the handfomeft mode of deporting 
himfelf ; had he done otherwife, Mr. Sheridan himfelf was the very 
fftan who would take advantage of it, ana fay that he a£tcd with the 
Infidimis intention of promoting that reftraint and embarraflinent 
Which, in truth* he writhed to avoid. If this was an error, he 
Confeffed it to be an error of deliberation, and one in which he cer- 
Wjnfy meant to perfift. The honourable gentleman had endea- 
voured to perfuade the Houfc, that the conduit of the perfons who 
Afemotedthe war was criminal ; and that he (Mr. WindhamJ was 
than any of its abettors. He was defirous to avow, 
|Hr Cjh the fixating on which the honourable gentleman had Hated 
criminal. If, t»*have feen, at a very early pe* 
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riod, but not fo early as he could with he had, that the condu& of 
the French was likely to involve Great Britain in warfare and eon* 
fufion, and to be convinced that, in her own defence, as well ail 
from principles of juftiee and policy, fhc fhould have declared wa* 
before 4he did, was criminal, he was moil highly fo» But that, 
he hoped, was the very utmoft extent of his criminality; an&ftjf 
his firmnefs and refolution, to which the honourable gentleman liod 
alluded, he would anfwer for it, that he never would be found 
fhrink from any charges that might be brought againft him, not 
be deterred by the empty menace of any fet of men, from the can** 
ftant and zealous difeharge of the truft repofed in him, and of dial 
which he conceived to be his duty , and the mod unremitting Vigi- 
lance again ft every thing that had the face of hodility to his couptty 
or himiclf, and p micularly the politics of the honourable gentleman! 

The honourable gentleman had faid, that in difeuffing the fob* 
jc£i m agitition, he would deal with him with the utmod frankneffc 
He w idled, for the honour ibk gentleman’s own fake, as well an 
that of the Houfe, thcfubjeci, ind himfelf, thithe had coupled 
another thing along with it, and ulcd him with fairnefs as well 
with funknds. He hid however done quite the reverfe, and 
given the mod unfur and umccounr ible confirmation to all that ho 
had hid. Had there ban any thing in his mode of expreiftng 
himfelf at all ambiguous, can lour wouUl luvc taken it rather upon 
the favourable fide , whereas the hono irable gentleman had made 
ufc of a fuppofed ambiguity to pervert Ins meaning, and fubftkutoA 
his own fuppolitions in the place of fids. He declared# and 
called for the Houfe to bear witnris for him, that lit had not, in 
ufing the word acquitted fkn % at all alluded to the perlbns lately 
acquitted . on this porn*., it was to be lamented by the honourable 
gentleman’s adnmers and advocates, that all his tragic deciam** 
tions, all his deep-toned, fine-ljiun periods, fell at once to ruin, « 
the foundation itfelf being thus withdrawn from under them. F Of 
himfelf, he declared what he had faid was this— When the honour- 
able gentleman had endeavoured, with fo little judgement and fo 
little efluft, to demonftrate that the acquittal of thofe men (whether 
they are called felons or culprits, for he was almoft afraid to eatt ' 
them by any name, left he fliould be mi(ioterpretcd) had entirely 
proved the non-exiftcnce of a confpiracy to overthrow the Govern* 
ment, as well as their own individual innocence, he had fold, that 
they were proved innocent to no greater an extent than numbericfii 
other perfons who were difchaigcd from tnc Old Bailey , not from , 
their innocence being eftabliflied in a moral point of view, but* 
frpm want of legal proof of their guilt, This exultation of 
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^Honourable gentleman and the perfons acquitted, they (hared with 
Many culprits who, though abfolutcly guilty, arc diichaiged from 
lailure of profecution, from a flaw in the indidtment, or from any 
Othpr of thofe various legal points, under cover of which the guil-y 
jfbmetimcs (kulk away from the arm of juflice, and ft rut H bput 
Afterwards, talk of remedy by a&ions at law, and plume themfJves 
irpon their accidental efcape, as if then integrity and upiightncfs 
lad been pofitively proved and efiaUiihc d in the opinion of their 
* cctontty. Here, he faid, he would reft the point for the prefent, 
md hoped that the honourable gentleman would not oblige him to 
revive it again, nor do as he had often done before, that is to fay, 
mike a watch-word of it, and by the moft unfair and infiaious 
means propagate and pafs it current throughout the world, as if it 
had never been contradicted, the moft unjuft and unmanly way of 
lapping fair fame and reputation that any one could dtviic. 1 he 
honourable gentleman had faid much of fpics and informers. It 
a melancholy confideration to refledt, that fuch men were often 
Aeceflary, and he feared they would be more wanting than e\er in 
the fituation in which the politics of the honourable gentltman and 
his friends were likely to plunge the country. Ihe honourable 
gentleman who, in all things was more than commonly fhrewd 
and acute, had the moft extraordinary faculties he ever knew any 
one to poffefs for the purpofc of raifing groundlcfs charges, and the 
moft extraordinary mduftry and art in giving them circulation : 
ttoc* he /aid, he would particularly mention, — one originating in 
fei&hodd, and afterwards circulated with a wicked induftry, which 
f^oke too plainly to be mifundei flood, what thur drift was who 
jftamged it. The expreffion was the well - known hackneyed 
Ptrijh Commetce” It was neceffary, he thought, to refer to 
the many revivals of it, which the malignity and wicked defigns of 
fbftiemen had occalioned — after being made a handle of in various 
quarters, all of which he fuffered to pafs in contemptuous iilence ; 
he again found it revived in a letter publiflied a few days ago by a 
jperfon of too great rank to be overlooked (Lord Lauderdale). Two 
fparsago, Mr. Windham obferved, this falfeliood was firft circu- 
lated, and what would tend to develope the intentions of the calum- 
Hiatt**, it was moft carefully diffeminated where it was fuppofed’to 
fee, moft likely to do him injury; it was in fliort reprinted, and 
frttfck u{> in the workfhops of Norwich, to alineate the afftdtions of 
*|be people from him, and perfuade them that he was their worft 
jfetemy ; again it was brought up in the Houfc againft him by thofe 
* who well knew in their heaits that the expreffion was not his. But 
kk vraa filcnt, and that filcncc was taken for an adnuffion of th$ 
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Now, Sir, faid he, what will you think, if yon fhalifee* * 
that this has been brought up again in this volume which I hold iifc 
my hand, damped with the authority of a noble Peer i (Vide let* t 
ters to the Peers of Scotland, by the Earl of Lauderdale, page 8 X }. 
Did not the noble writer know, that the charge was publicly and ; 
unjuftly attributed to me ? and did he not intend, by the way he 
puts it here, that it fliould be applied to me, and confidered asxny 
words — if not, what did he mean ?” 

Major MAITLAND rofe and faid, he fliould not have troubled' 
the Houfe, and mod particularly to interrupt the right honourable- 
gentleman, did he not believe he could fave fome time to the Houfe 
by explaining the cafe ; the noble Earl, a relation of his, had a(ke4 
him, if it was that right honourable gentleman who had made ufe 
of that expreflion which was reported to have come from authority ; . 
he informed his noble relation it was not, and the expreflion had t 
never been applied to that right honourable gentleman. The Colors! 
faid, he trufted that the character of that noble Earl for candour, 
finccrity, and honour, was iuch as not to entitle any man in that 
Houfe, or this country, to fufped him of doing any thing that was 
illiberal. 

Mr. Windham continued — “ I am rather furprifed at the ex- 
planation, as it confirms the full extent of my charge, .Which, is,*, 
that the noble author of the work knew that the fentiment had been . 
falfdy imputed to me, and yet fent it forth to the world under the 
authority of his name uncontradided. In the fame work there is 
another patfage to the fame effect, which, noticing the Rockingham 
party, fays, that the Duke of Portland, Earl Fitzwilliam, Mr. 
Burke, Mr. Windham, and fome others, attended meetings ford 
Parliamentary Reform ; which, as far as relates to myfelf, I deny, 
and believe unfounded as to the reft. I challenge any one to affert 
that I ever,, either in or out of Parliament, contended for that obn 
jed, which I cannot but regard as a degeneration inffead of a re- 
form* of Parliament. In tins Houfe I have uniformly oppofed it;, 
and before I had the honour of a feat here, I refufed to ftand for 
the city of Weftminfter, though I might have been returned, be*; 
caufc I knew the inhabitants at that time were attached to ideas of, 
reform. Thefe fads being notorious, I am at a lofs to perceive, 
the candour and fairnefs of the noble Lord in circulating report* 
which he mull know to be unfounded. This fyftem of mifrepre- 
fentation is in my mind much more injurious, than that fo much?; 
complained of about fpies and informers. There is no calculating^ 
die evil which it may produce in times of trouble and commotion^? 

It was thus, that early in the French Revolution, Foulon was 
* Vol. XL. R . * . - 
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&ered, becaufe it was reported that he had (aid, u he would make 
Ac people cat grafs.” The influence and dangerous tendency of 
thefe party catch-words could not be Wronger exemplified than in the 
hacknied phrafe of “ Swinifti Multitude the fenfe of which cx- 
preffion was completly diftorted from that in which it was applied. 
In the beautiful paffage where it was originally made ufc of. Can 
ahyone dojbt what was intended by this grofs and unmanly perver- 
fion of its meaning, if, unfortunately for this country, the party 
that perverted it had obtained their ends, and fully feated themfelves 
* in power ? On one point of the honourable genth man’s main argu- 
ment I cannot forbear fome remarks. Hu fays, th u the perfons 
tried are completely innocent, becaufe they are acquaitted. Does 
he mean then totally to difregard the preemption of guilt which was 
caft on them by the finding of the Grand or Accufing Jury ? Setting 
this afide, is there any doubt but that the verdid of a jury pro- 
nounces only that the parties weie not in a legal fenfe guilty ? But 
there is a vaft medium between legal guilt and moral innocence ; 
and befide, there might be various ftages even of legal guilt (hort 
of the fpecific charge brought again ft th<*in. As a legiflative body, 
'however, we arc not to fcck the verdifl of a jury to guide us, we 
nttift look to preemption and probability, and govern our conduct 
by their evidence. The honourable gentleman, in the fame fpirit 
of mifrcprefentation, has made me deny the diftrefles of the poor, 
and fympathifed himfelf as ufual in an extraordinary degree with the 
poor of Norwich, whereas, I appeal to the rccollcftion of the 
Houfe, whether I did not bar and anticipate this mifconccption and 
application to the poor of that town. I Aid, that the diftrefles of 
the war w r cre not great, and that thofe w ho molt loudly complained 
of them fiad not felt their preflure at all, not fo much as in the 
re&nquilhmcnt of the molt trifling luxury , and between the rich 
and poor there is an indiffoluble bond and mutual dependance. 
They are not feparate interefts, but one, neither of which can be af- 
fefted without operating in the fame proportion on the other. My 
aflertlons are thus anfwercd. I faid, that a certain defeription of 
people had not felt the burden of which they had complained. He 
anfwers me, that others do. I faid, that no burdens were at pre- 
fcnt felt. He anfwers me, that they will be felt. What courfe 
jgr candour and fair rcafoning is a match for this (hifting fubtlety ; 
® it, I afk, a culpable degree of ariftocracy, to deny the compe- 
jpco of the lower orders of fociety in quclbons of peace and war ? 
■'The direft objeft of any war muft be allowed' trifling, compared 
to the expellee of men and treafure, which the moft fucceftful ter- 
ttftfcRfcton could be eftimated at. It is the rc«note and complicated 
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obje&s of war that form the juftification of the meafurt, and nei- 
ier the ability nor information of the poor enable them to be fH 
judges of thefe fubjeds. It was the great art of people who pee* 
fended to think otherwife, to roufe the paflions of the people* smd k 
not to inform or exercife their judegmepts, for which they had in 
fad the moft fovereign contempt. In any war which thofe gentfc- 
men might or ever had approved* would they confult thofe opinion# 
which they now thought proper to exalt into confequence for pu£* 
pofes of their own ? They afk where is the confpiracy* and deny « 
its exiftence, becaufe there is not legal and technical prpof. They 
contend that there is no danger* becaufe the danger happens not to 
fall within the precife line of former example. Whereas the dan- 
ger now is entirely of the novel kind. A new order of things is 
looked for* and every previous right and eftablifhed law is regarded 
as antiquated prejudice* and inimical to the interefts of the people* 
But can gentlemen* after expatiating on the precife limits of ancient 
treafon, turn fhort round and fay* that there is no danger* becaufe 
it is not prccifely of that kind which ancient experience pointed out* 
and guarded againft ? In thofe days, the life of the Monarch was 
in danger diredly, and that offence was dreaded* apd guarded 
againft. Now wc have to look to the bafe and inftdious incitement 
of the lower orders, as the prevailing vice. Every bad and reftlefs 
paflion is called forth under pretence of right and reafon. The na- 
tural and inevitable diftrefs, which is inherent under all Govern- 
ments, is made the ground of accufation againft that Confutation 
which fecurcs to us the leaft proportion of thofe evils which ever ex-, 
ifted in one community. I mean not to impute any ccnfure to the 
jurymen who acquitted the perfons accufcd, as the charge' was ap- 
parently remote from the death of His Majcfty ; and plain and ho- 
neft men are nor always poffeffed of that ftrength and fearch of 
underftanding which is neceflfary to deted cunning and concerted 
fraud. Many (hades of diftindion might reafonably be fuppofed 
to occur to them from the length and intricacy of the* cafe, ahd 
wherever doubt occurs a jury is imivcrfally inclined to acquit. It 
is curious* however* to remark* that when the Report of the Secret 
Committee was brought forward* it was faid, what is your proof* 
where is your evidence of the fads ? And from the lilence on thefe 
heads it was inferred* that no proof cxifted. Now the fads'* how- 
ever* are eftablifhed upon oath* yet freih objections are inftandy 
dated. On my part* 1 cannot with for a more complete refutation 
of all thbfe patriotic doubts and furmifes relative to die plots* tisaft 
the bare and Ample reading of the documents produced in «vid#fv% 
Jn this ipuduvaunted refped for the verdid of a jury, I think that 
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I perceive fomething of a confined view ; for this verdid feems only 
immaculate and conclufive when it acquits, and inftantly that it 
coilvids, its whole nature is changed ; eo injianti the jury become, 
aa by the touch of a magic wand, transformed into a packed fet of 
hirelings. Who can forbear this obfervation, who fees the fame 
flnan celebrate the jury who acquitted Hardy, Tooke, and Thclwall, 
who had before thought fo little of the jury that had condemned 
Watt and Downie, though their verdid was backed by the confcf- 
fion of the convid, in a ftatc when every man’s word was taken, 
namely, on the point of death. In all the praifes of \ erdids, this 
verdid had, by fome ftrangc accident, been kept out of fight. Wc 
Hate that there have been plans and views, call them confpincics, 
or by any other name, of the moft mifehievous nature, to ftir up 
and incite the poor to diffatisfadion and tumult, and finally to in- 
furredion and plunder. But who (hall want converts, who tell the 
poor that the rich arc ufurpers, and that they have a right to repri- 
fals ? Should this be faid only to cxift in theory, wc recur to the 
pradice of a great nation, who had more than realifed the moft 
terrible expectations of the moft timid. Thcfe modern engineers 
know better than to attack the life of a ling dircdl), and therefore 
think to dude the provific ns of the fl^tutes of treafon ; they, on 
the contrary, approach the walls of the town by tegular fitgc, and 
the honourable gentleman contends that w r e au. from the walls to 
fee them, without inoleftation, complete their works and prepare 
their mines. To fatidy us of the grcnl prudence and piopriety of 
this conduct, he adverts to a novel and extravagant philofophical 
dodrine of national character, which nc thinks totally unconncded 
with foH and fituation , but did it never occur to him, whatever in- 
fluence Government may have on charadcr, chnradcr originally mo- 
difies Government, and is therefore the prime caufe of the ultimate 
effed* Among other paradoxes he feems to luve found out, that 
nations have no character in common, and arc not to take any ex- 
ample from each other. 

In fpeaking of the prefent corruption and depravity of France, he 
refers all to the effed of the old Government ; w hcrcas w t c find that 
thele effeds incrcafc in the exad proportion ns the new Government 
itececks from the old, and becomes diftindly eftablifhed. This pa- 
ia#9X, however, is not new with the honourable gentleman of at- 
jQ^biitingall the errors and exceffcs of the prefent ftate of France to 
pe ancient Government, and he feems to adhere to it with all the 


pretty and fondnefs which men ufually lhew to their moft extrava- 
gant v Opinions- If, indeed, this deplorable effed were owing to 
<^;£fc^emmcnt of France, we ihould fee its effect follow up 
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ctofely the definition of that fyftcm ; whereas nothing could be 
greater than the exit of that Government which now lies buried un- 
der the luins of all that was excellent in the country. The ho- 
nourable gentleman has another folution alfo for this difficulty, name- 
ly, the war. The war, he fays, has conduced to this ftate of la- 
vage defperation in which we find France. But why, it might be 
aiked, have not other wars and fimilar difficulties produced the fame 
effect in other nations ? Bccaufc they were not debafed and corrupt* 
cd by the Governments which di reded them. This is, hewever, 
the poor and common refort of all empirics. If the cafe does not 
fuccccd, it is from this thing or that, and every thing but their own 
ignonnee and want of (kill. They wxre called in too late, the 
previous treatment was bad, and killed the patient before they came. 
Mean, paltry, and unworthy argument ! 

The honourable gentleman afks if the example of the people of 
France is more to be dreaded here than that of Kings in Europe, 
whom with him wc might have been induced tocalldcfpots, if the 
liberty of France had not buried all former dcfpotifm in the exesfs 
of its cruelt> and oppreflion. Triumphant as this argument may 
feem, nothing ismoie calily anfwtrcd. If you rcJucc the people 
of this country to the mifcrable ftate of the people of France, they 
will ad the fame, from the operation of the paramount and leading 
fiatuics of our n iturc. bo, if j ou redu( e a King of England to the 
ftate of the Monarchs ot Europe, lit will ad the fame. Whatwc 
deplore and dLprcLnte is, the attempt by fly and iiYlidious means to 
fcduce the people of tins countn from the noble and honeft character 
thc\ had tor ages pofltlkd 1 lie main qu( It ion between us now is, 
whether theft Aflociations hondtlj and i^alh propofed, however cr- 
roncoufly, a pirl lament m ltforrn, as it is called, or, under that 
pretence, tin utt» r fuburlion ot the conftitution ? Let any man look 
to the evidence on the htc tiiils, and fiv honcftly from his heart 
which wms in view. There was another object of the honourable 
gentleman's animadverhon and ccnfure, \\hi< h howc\cr was fo ge- 
neral and loofe, that 1 find not iu much a difficulty in anfwcring it 
as to under fia nd it. Some eh \rgcs can no more be replied to, than 
the fcolding of a fifliwoimn in Jfillingfgatc. Docs the honourable 
gentleman mean to fay th ir it is difhonuuiablc to accept of office * 
[No, trom the other fide. ] No ! Then if he gives up that, he gives 
lip all that he has advanced on thit iubjtd. The ciluirnics caft 
on fuch things arc onh to be refilled by die ihicld of chnrader ; to 
that my noble friends and I refojt. I am truly forry the honour- 
able gentleman is not afhamed of luch lows mean traffic. I dejjy 
him to (hew a Angle circumftonce that can tend to caft the fliadow 
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of doubt on our conduct. The malice of the defign is fo corrected 
bjr the impotency of the effort, that I w ill not facrifice a woid in 
anfwering it. The honourable gentleman has afkcd why we did 
not continue, as at firft, to give honourable fupport to Minifters, 
without joining them ? Would not fupport, without refponfibility 
annexed to it, be mean, be diffioneft ? In fad, if I had not come 
into an oftcnfilde office, where would the honourable gentleman have 
found that refponfiblc eharadcr with which he threatens me in fu- 
ture. Of thefe perfonal allufions I can only recollect one more, 
namely, that it I took an ofteiiliblo office, I fhould have refigned 
the emolument of it. Does he mean this as a general principle ; 
and if not, why is the exception to be made ? As often as this idea 
has been agitated, it has as often been rejected by the beft and wifeft 
*of men, and all attempts to reduce it to practice have been regarded 
as a mean and paltry lure to popuhritv. He is called upon, there- 
fore, to explain himfelf more lull\ on this head, and (hould difdain 
to come forward with <hrk affertiuns which he dare not openly 
avow f . I think I have now noticed all the parts of the honourable 
gentlemans fpccch, which had a pcilnnal allufion, cither to me or 
the tminent characters who came into office at the fame time. The 
moregcncral topics of Ills fpcech I (hall leave to the refutation, as 
I promifed in my outfet, of thofe who arc equally ready and more 
able than I am. 

Mr. HARDINGE faiJ, th it in juftice to the right honourable 
gentleman who fpokc la't, and to himfelf, he was anxious to de- 
clare, that the fenti men t alluded to, relating to the commerce and 
£onftitution of the country, lnd come from him, and not from Mr. 
Windham ; nor was he afhamed now to npcat, that if the unfor- 
tunate difficulty (hould ever arrive when he mull facrificc cither one 
or the other, he w f ould lay, li Pcrifli commerce, live the conftitu- 
tfon.” This Ik- (hould have openly avowed before, if he had not 
thought that it w 1$ generally known and neediefs , as, however, a 
ferther mil under Handing feemed to have gone abroad, he conceived 
Jt incumbcnt»n him not 10 delay the moil explicit avowal. 

Colonel MAITLAND ubicrvtd, that he had, in his opinion, 
fully declaimed all intention of alluding to the light honourable 
gentleman, on the part of his noble relation , and lie would fain 
ftfkj whether the affertion, “ that the icntimtnt had been aflerted 
by authority in the Houfe of Commons, * was more likely to allude 
to the Member for Norw ich, w ho had then no office in Admini- 
ftption, or Her Majeftys Solicitor General e 
^So much for the firft point , as to the fccond, relating to the 
iroecdbte of the Rockingham party, that he knew had been taken 
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from the mod authoritative rcgifters of the time*. And fact ft # 
was that no man in or out of that Hoofe would fcorn more an in* 
fidious or unfounded attack than the noble Lord alluded to. It was 
a fad well known, whether the right honourable gentleman went" 
or not, that the Duke of Portland did attend meetings for a par- 
liamentary reform, and at one of them preferred a complaint of 
fome tranfadion in the Houfe of Lords. 

Mr. WINDHAM fa id, that he fpoke with certainty only to 
himfelf ; as to the other characters named, he fpoke as to his fin- 
cere belief ; though if being prefent by accident or for a particular 
and diftind purpofe, was to be conftrued into an attendance for the 
radical purpofes of the meeting, he might, for ought he knew, be 
implicated like the noble Duke. 

The Marquis of TITCH FIELD declared, that to his know- 
ledge his noble relation did never attend any meeting, to part ike in 
or countenance any meafure of parliamentary reform, though he had 
attended man) to procure economical reforms ; and in ccmfirmation 
of this, he ventured to appeal to the rccolledion of his right ho- 
nourable friend (Mr. Fox). 

Mr. FOX declared, that it was certainly his opinion that the 
Duke of Portlmd had alwa\s been an enemy to parliamentary re- 
form, but that it was alfo equally true, that at the peiiod alluded 
to, there were meetings uhieh the Duke of Portland attended, and 
in which the idea of a reform in Parliament was not difeouraged.-— 
There was a meeting in Wcftmi niter, wiiich met fevcral times, 
and recommended as a proper object of reform a reform in Parlia- 
ment. That meeting the Duke did attend. His Grace dated to 
that meeting what kid palTcd in the Iloufc of Lords on the fpcech 
of the late Marquis of Dovinfhirc, and the Committee came to a 
refolution in confluence of that lhitcmcnt. Thefe remarks were 
material to prove that his Grace n a only confidercd the principle of 
public meetings as not improper, but as laudable. With refp'vf to 
the other perfons alluded to in the note in the Earl of L luderdalc’a 
letters, it was not true of them, that they were inimical to the prin- 
ciples of Parliamentary reform. Of this, principle they invariably 
approved ; and if it were neccffary he would date die prccife opinion 
which the Marquis of Rockingham entertained upon the fubjed. 

Mr. ERSK1NE faid, that, in order to diicufs with precilion the 
expediency of repealing the ad which the motion fought to repeal, it 
was neccffary toconfider upon what principles, and under what eir- 
cumdances, it had paffed in the former feflion ; becaufe the quef- 
tion ultimately would be, Whether a ncceffity for paffing it ever ex- 
ided ? and, if it did, whether it (HU continued to exiit i J'he ad 
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which the motion fought to repeal was, an a<ft introduced upon the 
fpur of a ncceffity affumed to be imminent, to fufpend the operation 
of a law which no Minifter that ever fhall cxift in England would 
dare to abrogate ; a law, without which England has no conftitu- 
tion ; a law which the people obtained by the virtue and firmnefs of 
their anccftors, after a great crifis in the Government, and which 
they could not, and would not, fubmit to part widi. To do juf- 
tice to the Minifter, for he would mifrepr</cnt no man, this truth 
was fully admitted by him, when the Sufptnfion bill was prepared. 
Tilt fufp'nfion of any 1 iw was admitted to be the highcft a<ft of au- 
thority, which the Lcgiflature of thii Lountrj never debates to the 
higheft Magiftrates, even the mod infignilirant law unda which 
the fubjeft lives and is protc&ed ; a fortiori , a law upon which the 
very being of public liberty depended. But it w r as fa»d, and truly 
faid, for he admitted tlie pmpofirion, though he denied the applica- 
tion, that there are conjun&urcs in all States, in which laws made 
for univcifal protection mull yield to a paramount neccflitv, and 
that, as Blackftone fa)s, the nation, infuch cifc of imminent ne- 
ceflitv, parts with its liberty for a (Ik rt fcafon to feeure it for ever. 
The cxiftcncc of thi* paramount ncccflity was, thcrdoie, affumed 
by die Mmirtci in the laft feffion of Parliament , w hen, after ha\ ing 
advifui His Majiftv to arreft the perfons and to fei/e the papers of 
many of his fubje&s, he firthcr advifed him to fend a meffage 
to that Houfc upon the fubjed, which was brought by the Secretary 
of State on the 1 2th of May laft. This meffage informed the Houfe, 
that His Majefty had difeovered the exigence of a tiaitorousconfpi- 
racy to hold a Convention, which was to fubvert the ( Government, 
and aflumc to itfelf all the functions of Parli lmcnt. He faid, that 
heTead the terms of the meffage, to ftiew that the lloufe did not 
fufpend the Habeas Corpus ad upon a vague undcfinc J fufpicion of 
a conjcdural confpiracy, but upon what appeared to it to amount to 
fufficicnt evidence of a diftinct fpecilic trcafonablc confpiracy againft 
the Government : not, as Mr. Windham had dated it, a general 
fufpicion of undefined danger from feditious hbclltrsor difturbcrsof 
the peace, but a pofitivc, accurattly delineated and defined confpi- 
lacy, to hold the Convention, which was to fufpend the functions 
of Parliament. His Majefty’s meffage, and the papers it referred 
to Were, in confequcncc of it, referred to a Secret Committee ; 
that Secret Committee, by its Report, published the evidence, and 
<toclared tho exiftencc of the fame defined fpecific confpiracy : The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer then moved for the fufpenfion of the 
Hal'ca* Corpus, on the fame fpecific ground , and the preamble of 
the itfelf recited its exigence. 
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The Habeas Corpus aft then flood fufpended to-fhc tflof Febru- 
ary, not as to a day that had any thing particular in it ; not as ah 
epoch in the country ; but as to a period within which the Houle 
expefted that what had happened would take place ; viz. that the 
matter contained in the Reports on ex parte evidence would be con- 
firmed or negatived, and explained in the judicial proceedings fet 
in motion by the Houle in confcquence of its anfwer to the Crown, 
The Attorney General's duty, therefore, under all thefe circum- 
flanccs, was to fet the ci iminal law in motion — to point it to the 
charges made by the Houfe — judicioufly to prepare the charge, ju- 
dicioufly to feleft the moft proper criminals upon the evidence, and 
fo to arrange the evidence, that the grand jury, and afterwards the 
petty jury, fhouldhavc the full view of all that the two Houfes had 
prepired. The indictment was therefore prepared, and ablypre- 
paicd, to meet the whole cafe, and accurately purfued the views of 
Parliament ; and it charged, therefore, as the crime, the confpi- 
racy to hold this fpccific Convention for the traitorous purpofes af- 
fumed by the Reports. The queftions of faft, therefore, fubmit- 
ted to the juiy, were, whether the defendants compaffed and ima- 
gined the King’s death ? and, whether, in purfuance of that traitor- 
ous purpofc, they confpircd to hold a Convention, which Conven- 
tion fhould affumc the funftions of Parliament ? and, whether they 
confpircd to provide arms for that traitorous purpofe ? and, whether 
they publifhed the various papers publilhcd m the Reports, with 
the traitorous purpofe, l c. either to hold a Convention for the 
ti ’itorous purpohs charged , or, to levy war and rebellion, gene- 
rally againft the King? The Grand Jury, which fat, like the Houfe 
of Commons, on ix parte evidence only, found the bill. Indeed 
they w r crc differently ciicumftanced from every other Grand Jury : 
for they had before found the bill by their reprefentatives in Par- 
liament. And, independently of that legal fiction, they were bend- 
ing beneath the authority of the King, and the two lloufcs of Par- 
liament ; whofc pre-judgment had loaded the prefs for months to- 
gether. And upon this charge, w ith greater difficulties to ftruggle 
with than he ever recollcfted in his private praftice, the parties 
were put upon their tiials. They fevered in their defences, and 
the Crown had its eleftion, whom it would try firft ; and Hardy 
was fixed upon, on every principle which could guide profeffional 
men in the cxercife of a great public duty . for he might be faid to 
be privy to what he called the whole body of the evidence. The 
cafe of Hardy was opened by the Attorney General, who had bedn 
an aftivc Member of the Houfe during the cortjunfture which led 
to the trials, and a Member of the Secret Committee ; who ; be- 
Vol. XL. S , . 
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iufcs, attended the King’s Minifters affembled in Council ; who 
was prefent at all examinations ; and who, added to thefe advan- 
tages, had, he believed, infpedted and ftudied every paper the 
moft remotely connected with the caufe ; and who was more matter 
of all their bearings,' than he could have fuppofed the human mind 
capable of containing, above all learned and intelligent men, upon 
fuch tralh as this Houfe had fet it to work on. Mr. Erflune then 
faid, that he was prepared to (hew, by the fequel of the proceedings, 
that the juries by their verdidts had, not merely by probable infer- 
ence, but almoft diredlly and technically, negatived the cxiftcncc 
of the confpiracy, upon which the fufpenfion of dh, Habeas Corpus 
avowedly was founded. In order to eftablilh this, he faid, that 
the Attorney General had divided the caufe into thiec branches: 
Firft, Whether the treafonable confpiracy charged by the Reports, 
and which was made the foundation of the indictment, cxiftcd at 
all in any body ? Secondly, Whether the prifoncr, Hardy, had a 
fliarc in it ? Thirdly, What wns the legal conicqucncc of the eftab- 
lifhmejat of thefe two propofitinns of fa& ? On ottering the firft 
branch of the evidence, lie (Mr. Erfkinc) had objected to reading 
tile writings, and proving the ads of a great number of pufons 
fcattered throughout the kingdom ; moft of whom, indeed moft of 
whofe evidences, were unknown to Mr. Ilardy. He had infilled, 
that the connexion between the actors and writers with the pri loner 
fhould firft have been eftabliflied, before the minds of thcjui) fliould 
have been affidKd by their adions or their writings. He did not, 
he faid, mean to argue that point, or to conlider its kgality : It 
was enough for him, which was every thing to the prefent purpofc, 
that it was over-ruled by the Court, bccaufc it let in the whole evi- 
dence which the Houfe had collected — every thing in both Kept rts, 
and a hundred times more: All that any man in any focietv in 
England or Scotland, profcfilng the objedts of rdorm, had done, 
or written, or faid , even the whole, or the moft material part of 
the evidence againft Watt, at Edi iburgh ; Watt, the fpy of Go- 
vernment, who w r as hanged to fet the thing a-going. If the pri- 
foner’s counfcl had prevailed in their objection, it might have bun 
faid, with fome air of truth, that the jury had not before them all 
the materials for judgment, which had been befoie the Houle : or, 
if any technical lcgil objection had been fuccefsfully made, to the 
relevancy or admiffibiliry of any part of the Report, the fame thing 
have been faid : Or if it had been faid before the jury alt 9 
intuitu g if it hail been offered as proof of a criminal difpofition in 
the prifoncr Hardy, and not of a general confpiracy, the fame plau- 
sible argument plight have been employed , but he undertook to 
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fhew, firft, that the whole Report, or as much of it as the Attor- 
ney General thought fuitable to the purpofe, was received in evi- 
dence at the trial, that no objedion prevailed againft it, and that 
it was given in evidence diredly and technically to eftablifh the very 
propofition predicated by the Houfe in its Report ; Co much fo> 
tint the Chief Juftice, following the arrangement of the Attorney 
General, exprclsly and repeatedly ftated to the counfel and the jury, 
that the general evidence was not evidence which could afFed the 
piifoner, unlefs afterwards brought home to him ; but that it was 
received to iftablifh the exiftence of a confpiracy, without which 
he could not have confpircd, viz. A conspiracy to hold a Conven- 
tion for the fubverfion of the Confutation, which the indi&ment 
charged ; the identical fpecific confpiracy after ted in the preamble 
of the fufptnding ftatutc, founded upon the Reports of the two 
Houfcs of Parliament. It was plain from this view of the trials, 
which no man could deny, that the major propofition of fad, with- 
out which neither any fcconduy matter of fad, as affeding thein- 
di\idual, or any master of law' for the Couit to confider of, could 
a rife, was the belief of the jury, thit a general confpiracy, fuch as 
the indictment charged, c\iftcd fomewheie. The Lord Chief Juf- 
tice had cxpiefsly put the caufe in that wav in ruling the admifii- 
bility of the general evidence on Ilaidy’s trial. lie faid, that there 
were two queftions of fad, and a legal conclufion, if the fads ren- 
dered any hgil conclufion necefTirv: Firft, whether the confpiracy, 
as charged, c\iftcd at all ; and fccondly, whether Hardy was party 
to it ; and thiidiy, what was the legal confequence if the two pro- 
politions of fad were cftabhfhed. If, faid the Court, addreffing 
the prifoncr’s counfel, the jury arc not convinced of the firft, cadet 
quijltOy )our client is not refponfible, there is no matter of fed for 
application to the prffoncr, and no law for me to deliver. This 
ftfltemcnt was undoubtedly corred, finre the only way that the de- 
bated queftion of treafon could itife was, whether the exiftence of 
the confpiracy, charged by the indidment, if found by the jury, 
did amount, either by inference of law, or irrcfiftible conclufion 
from fad, to a compafling of the King’s death? Mr. Erfkine faid, 
he built this argument upon the foundation of juftice to the Attorney 
General, w hich he willingly rendered ; for he never contended that 
a thoufand libels on Parliament put together, could amount to dip 
crime chained , nor the mofl feditious intention of approaching Par- 
liament by feditious, notous, tumultuous aflemblies ; but only that 
if the pnfoners contemplated utterly to fubvert the whole confuta- 
tion'll authonties, including the King’s prerogative, thereby deftroy- 
iqg the regal office, which no King was likely to furvive, that this 
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was a compaffing the King’s death, without any evidence of a direct 
confpiracy againft his perfon. Whether this be law or not, is luckily 
wholly and abfolutcly irrelevant to the view* he meant to take of 
this queftion ; and therefore he protefted againft: giving the Houfe 
any jurifdiftion upon it in this pofture of debate, for very obvious 
reafons. lie had already delivered his opinion on the fubjeft ; and 
though he by no means agreed that an advocate was bound in his 
own perfon for any ftatement of the law as counfel at the bar (a cu- 
rjous and a dangerous propofition for the country), yet he did volun- 
tarily and folemnly now declare that his opinion did go along with 
all that he delivered upon the trial on the fubjeft, and that he be- 
lieved it was an opinion which no argument nor any length of time 
would change. This, he faid, was a mere digreflion, as it would 
t be folly to fuppofe that the Houfe fhould fupport his opinion in oppo- 
fition to that on which it had flaked its chai after with the country ; 
and he was therefore ready, for argument s fake, to fuppofe the law 
to be as the Houfe had declared it ; and that upon the matter befoio 
the Houfe, when viewed ex parte only, that there was a rcnfonable 
ground for believing in the fuppofed confpiracy ; hccaufe tlill the 
queftion before the Houfe returned back in its genuine (hape, viz. 
Whether, after the judicial inquiry, which the Houfe always in- 
tended fhould decide the queftion, and which could alone decide it, 
the confpiracy which the Houfe had believed, and, for argument’s 
fake, had reafonably believed, on viewing one Cdc of the evidence, 
could now be conftitutionally believed and at led upon, after dcci- 
fions founded upon the view of both ? To decide this question with 
incontrovertible force, he faid, that it was clear to demonstration 
that the jury could not have acquitted Ifauly upon any ollur princi- 
ple upon earth, confiftently with common honeflv and common fenfe, 
than upon the utter dhbelief of thetxiftcnce of the major projofition 
of faft, /. e, of a confpiracy, fuch as the ind'ftiiiCnt chained, ex- 
iftingatall. Whoever would read the Attorney Generals open- 
ing, which was publifhed by Mr. Guinn, would fee this ill uft rated 
with great force. The Houfe could not ’omplain that its caufc was 
not whqpy and entirely laid before the jury ; for the Attorney Ge- 
neral, purfuing the views of the Houfe, maintained, and with great 
ability, firft, that a confpiracy, fuch as was d argal, to fubvertthe 
Government, 3 dually cxiftcd, and that the whole body of the evi- 
dej$ee manifefted that fpecific confpiracy ; fecondly, that Hardy was 
ty to it ; and lafily the conclufion of law, which, as he had 
pwerved already, could hot aiifc, till both the fafts flood eftablifhed 
as a foundation for it. 

- The Attorney General having maintained thp major propofition* 
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by laj ing before the jury the whole mafs of the Reports, with a va* 
riety of other matter, the benevolent invention of fpies, felons, and 
mifereants, next proceeded to maintain that to which, he confcflcd, 
he faw then, and faw now, no poflible anfwer, vi/,* that, if the 
confpiracy exifted, Ilardy was neceffarily involved in it ; and he ne- 
ver fhould forget, if he were to live for ages, the emotion of his 
mind upon this part of the argument, which he always confident 
to he invulnerable. He had faid at the moment, to his worthy 
and learned affociate Mr. Gibbs, that if, ftooping under the prcfl 
furc of prejudice, or diftra&ed by the extent of the materials, the 
jury fhould be led to luppofc that a genual confpiracy exifted, for 
which undoubted^ there was not the fmallcft foundation, the guilt 
of Ilardy was a mere corollary, and ceitainly it was ; for, take out 
the coriefpondence of Hardy fiom the evidence, and the whole fabric 
vanifhed like an enchantment. He was fecrrtaiy of the moftac- 
tive and bold fociety ; he was, in fad, its founder; he compofed 
its original inflitution ; he was the firft mover to the Convention in 
Scotland ; he was the firft mover, alfo, to the holding of that fecond 
Convention, the confpiracy to hold which was the charge in the in- 
dirtment. Whate 1 ei was done, he did ; whatever was known, he 
knew: whatever was in contemplation, he contt rnplatcd. If there 

was a conffiracj, he unquestionably confpircd. Mr. Eifkine faid, 
it fell to his lot to open the cafe of this unfortunate man, and, if he 
had known wffiat he fhould have then felt, he would have flirunk 
back from it ; not from the difficulty of the cafe, for he thought that 
nothing, but from the load of prejudice that hung about it. His 
learned coadjutor and himfelf having the fame opinions, and being 
refolvcd to purfuc the fame courfc, they had indeed but one, and 
that Was, to grapple with the exiftcnce of the confpiracy; for al- 
though he did not rafhly and madly admit, that the eftablifhmfcnt 
of the confpiracies nccdlarily involved tlaidy, yet he never fet about 
the denial of it, bceaufe there were fume proportions which no pru- 
dent advocate would urge: if he urged it, lie muft have loft .all 
credit with the honeft and judicious men who were to decide upon 
his client’s life and death. This was fo much the cafe, that the 
Chief Juftice, in fumining up, divided the caufe into two branches, 
as it had been before divided upon the arguments for admitting the 
evidence ; and told the jury, that the principal quefiion, and which 
was a mere unmixed matter of faft, was the confpiracy as charged, 
and Hardy’s flurc in it ; and after having fummed up the general 
evidence, he faid, he was forry to fay, that, if that evidence fatif- 
fied them tlut a Convention was intended to be held for the purpofes 
(charged, die prilbncr ftood in an awful predicament ; for he not 
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©nfly flood implicated in the larger part of it, but that it had been 
but feebly urged by his counfel that he was not. The judge faid 
true : We forbore to urge it, becaufc we knew that it was not ten- 
able ground. As little refimcc had we upon the law as we Hated 
it; for, though we were firmly convinced that the defence was in- 
vulnerable in point of law, not only by the ftatutc, but even by 
all the authorities, yet we did not expet that the jury would pre- 
fer our ftatement as advocates to the j udgment of the Court, whe- 
ther well or ill founded , but wc looked to the great fhcet-anehor of 
the caufe, viz. The grofs falfehood and abfurdity of the fuppofed 
cqnfpiracy, on which we replied, and on which we prevailed. The 
jury, after retiring a veiy fhort time, pronounced Mr. Hardy not 
guilty, to the very general fatisfvtion of the Public, as itwnsat 
lead generally underftood, and the Court adjourned for fotne days. 
On the trial of Mr. Horne Tonke, the Chief Juftire, fo far from 
bringing into doubt or queftion the propriety of the former verdit, 
reminded 11s that, in point of technical form, the vurdit fhould be 
proved ; and nothing was hinted from Bai or Bench, that there 
was the fmalleft caufe of di Satisfaction. Mr. Horne Tooke being 
of tlie Conftitution il Society, rooft of the addrcflcs to Paine, rela- 
te ve to Fiance, were brought home to him ; yet they were found 
to be perfectly confident with an attachment to the forms of our 
Government: And w r hy were they not ? How can it be inconfiftcnt 
with the lubjet of a free Government, to congratulate another na- 
tion for averting its fiecdom, though in a difiimilar form ? When 
Iball we get rid of ougbears, which are conjured up for our difgrace 
and our definition? The acquittal of Mr. Tooke, he nixt faid, 
was a moft important place to icfi in the matter before the Ho ufc ; 
ft was a great sera in the proceedings , in his own opinion, quite 
decilivc of what the Houfo ought to do that day. In order to date 
what was done with prediion, they muft look firft to fee who the 
ptrfons indited were, and what was the diret evidence againft them. 
The Attorney General had properly fixed on, as defendants, thofc 
who had taken ative fteps as Members, ^onfcriing and co-operat- 
ing towards the holding the Convention ; for the only perfons com- 
prehended in the conlpiiacy were the Members above mentioned, 
and Mr. Hardy, the Secret try to the Corrcfponding Society. 

, On Mr.Toohc’s acquittal, Mr. Joyce, Mr. Holcroft, Mr. Kydd, 
and Mr. Boopev, the only indited members of the Gonftitutional 
St^icty, were difeharged by confent ; and at that period that their 
evidence might be given Tor the next prifoner. On what principle 
jijjsre thefe four gentlemen difeharged ? Upon two principles only : 
two, lie meant tjvo uniting together. Firft, that Mf. Horne 
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Tookc was honeftly aqd juftly acquitted; dfe his acquittal generated 
no concliifion in favour of others, who Hood in a fimilar predica- 
ment. Secondly, that he being innocent, they efeuld not be guilty. 
And the reafon was obvious , tor they were engaged in the fame 
objed, be it good or evil. The only remaining prifoners under 
this indidment, were Mr Thclwall, and the other five members 
of the Correfponding Society, who were members of the fame com- 
mirttc of co operation. And on the trial of Mr. Thelwall, the 
chief jufticc found the acquittal of Mr. Hardy and Mr. Tookc, and 
the others acquitted by cuiifcnr, diredly in his way : he faid, the 
chief juftice— -for none of too jury, nor any of the audience, ever 
entertained a moment's* doubt on my pirt of the cafe. And to be 
fure, the confequcncc of the acquittals was irrefiftible : for how 
could one individual be confpiring with others acquitted? And 
how could their innocence and his guilt Hand confident ? How 
could the two focicties be innocent, who appointed traitorous com- 
mittees for traitorous piupofcs, and whoiectived traitorous reports, 
if they were traitorous * And how could twelve perions meet for 
the exprefs purpofe of fubverting the Government, and yet fix of 
them fliould not know what five of the others contemplated ? And 
yet this flianieful farce was kept up at an expence ruinous to indi- 
viduals, until it was fairly beat down by the honed enthufinfm 
and indignation of a people, which it, in a manner, loufcdasfirom 
a deep deep. It only remained to fee how all thefe proceedings 
alTldcd the cafe before the Houfe. They had fufpended the Habeas 
Corpus ad on the aflumed txidcncc, on ex paite evidence , of a 
fpecific confpiracy detailed with the greated accuracy ; and they had 
fufpended it for the purpofe of judicial trials. They had not etm- 
vided one man in England, and they had made the country a feene 
of tiiumph at their defeat.— Did they mean to date to the Houfe 
to go on with the new profecutions to eftablilh this confpiracy to 
hold a Convention ? If they faid yes, let them date the progrefs: 
who were the criminals ? What w r ere their numbers ? and why 
arc they not now ready for trial ? But fuppofing they meant to go 
on, and were dill unprepared for trial, the Habeas Corpus ad had 
no operations on ticafon which would affed the cafe ; they might 
podpone the trial, under the wife exception provided in the Habeas 
Corpus ad, that the prifoncr (hall not be tailed or difchaiged, 
though not brought to trial in the ordinary courfe, provided it" 
appears upon oath that the witneffes for the crown are abfent. Sup- 
poling, therefore, that individuals were dill fufpeded of or chained 
with treafon, or even with this fpccific treafon, now that the matter 
has been fo fully and fairly investigated, why could they oot be pro- 
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^seeded upon according to law, without a total fufpenfion of the liber- 
ties of the whole nation ? Why cannot individuals he brought in 
this, as in any other cafe to juftice, without arming the crown with 
& dangerous authority, which its minifters, in fomc of the ftages of 
fubordination, would, in the nature of things, abufe, and which could 
Hot be vindicated upon any principle of general utility or fnftty ? He 
could not help thinking that this argument prefled moic than is con- 
ceded, when, notwithftanding the acquicfccnce of the crown, the 
. verdiCls, without being conftitutionally que^ioned, w*rc fought to 
be diferedited ; and becaufe that could not be done w r ith effect, the 
very trial by jury itfclf w r as to be brought mto difrepute. The ho- 
nourable gentleman who had fpoke laft (Mr. Windham), inland of 
ipeaking to the queftion, had deliberately defended himfclf againft 
the attacks of Mr. Sheridan, and feemed to think every body bound 
to fubferibe to his acquittal upon his bare word : for he had called 
no witnefles, not even to his charaSer, which w r as his principal 
defence. He did not wiffi to queftion the honourable gentleman's 
defence, cv<n under thefe circumftances. How much more then 
ftiould he refpcct the cafes of men who had called witnefles, and 
Who had been acquitted by their country ! He wms forry, he faid, 
to fee thefe pccviih obfervations in that place, not because they af- 
fected the trial by jury, the value of which was too deeply rooted 
in the hearts of every Englifliman to be impaired by any obftrva- 
tions, but becaufc it brought the Houfe of Commons into difrepute, 
which was already but too much funk in the cflimation of the 
people. This confidcration, he faid, led to the only remaining 
topic, the policy of rejecting the motion. W as this a time, he 
feid, for us to affront and tcaze the people with groundless jealoufies? 

their fervantsand their reprefentatives — if we, inftead of fit- 
ting here, the popular branch of Government, to protect them, charge 
them wdth vague, unfounded confpii acics, take care that the charge 
is not reverberated on us. Above all, let us attend with prudence 
to the prefent calamitous conjuncture. If in confequence your enc- 
Ihies, whom you affeCt to defpife, with whom you will not, w r hom, 
it feems, you cannot treat with — if tl ey fhould, as perhaps they 
may be in a Ihort feafon upon our coaffs to invade us — if the pre- 
fer fyftcm continues, who is to defend the country ? Who but 
infultcd people Whom you calumniate ? The people only can 
& it, and they only will do it, as they fLcl an interclt worth the 
exertion. Let the right honourable gentleman attend to the maxim 
happily exprefled by the poet, and no lefs happily applied by his 
tfwtt father to the cafe of alienated America : 
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u Be ta their virtues very kind* 

Be to their faults a little blind ; 4 

Let all their ways be unconfin d. 

And clap a padlock on their mhuL c ' 

Mr. Serjeant ADAIR faid, that before he entered into the ge- 
neral queftion which had been brought under the coriftderation of 
the Houfe, he wilhed to guard them agninft a falhcy and mi&p* 
prehenfion which had arifen from the popular description df the 
aQ in queftion, and of other afts of a fimihr nature. They "had 
been called Sufpenjtons of i be Habeas Cot pus Aft , but that title Was 
by no means applicable to them, in the extent in which it had beet! 
applied, and he hoped the Houfe w is fenfible that, while certain 
gentlemen were fitting that the palladium of Englifh liberty Was 
deftroyed by the fufpenfion of the Hibus Corpus a(SV, that only 
one tingle chuft of that mod excellent aft, that was applicable to 
the ofitMcc of high treafon, had bcui in faft fufpended ; all the 
reft of that valuable aft was left untouched, and in the futl poflef* 
fion of the people of this country, as much as if no fuch aft as that 
of the laft feffion had cvci taken place. The aft of laft feflion 
fufpended that claufe by which perfons indifted for high treafon 
were entitled to he tried within a limited and prccifc time. If 
Minifters had ufed the power confer! cd upon tliem by that aft ille- 
gally and wantonly, and had deprived the fuhjefts of this country 
of their liberty without any probable caufc, he had no difficulty to 
ftatc, as a lawyer, that the perfons fo treated would have an aftion 
of falfe imprisonment. Whoever abufed that power, and mall- 
cioufly and without probable caufe deprived a fubjeft of this country 
of his liberty on a charge of high treafon, was amenable to the laws 
of England. The remedy provided by thofe laws was not affefted 
by any thing in the prefertt aft , and on the contrary, it would ap- 
pear to be a great aggravation for any Minifter, afting under the 
power conferred by this bill, to violate the truft repofed in him, 
and nialicioufly, and without any probable caufc, to deprive a fub- 
jeft of England of his liberty. It had been mod irtduftrioufly fated 
out of doors, that by the Habeas Corpus fufpenfion bill, all the 
rights and liberties of EngUflunen had been furrendered into the 
hands of Minifters. For what purpofe thofe mifereprefentations 
had been made, was beft known to thofe who had made them. He 
fully and entirely acquitted his honourable and learned friend (Mr. 
Erfkinc) of every thing of that fort. The queftion for their confi- 
dtration wis, whether there was any thing n&w before the Houfe 
to induce them to repeal that aft before the time' affigned for its 
expiration. That muft depend on one or other of thejfc two que- 
V#l. XLII. T 
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Whether there was any thing to fatisfy that Houfe, that 
they tad originally paffed the aft under any miftake of the then 
odfting circumftances, or whether any thing had paffed fince that 
time that had removed the original ground upon which the aft was 
founded. With refpeft to the firft point, fo little had been at- 
tempted to imptich it, that it feemed there was nothing to anfwer 
"upon that. Many circumftances dearly (hewed, that when ^the 
firipenfton aft paffed, there did cxift an urgent and weighty ncccffity 
which was ftated, and which he agreed ought to take place before 
any part of the Habeas Corpus aft ought to be repealed. An urgent 
and weighty ncccffity aftually did cxift, and there had no irgumcnt 
been advanced to (hew that it did not. It remained, therefore, to 
enquire whether there had any thing occurred which had done away 
that ground, which had been decided upon by the wifdom of Parlia- 
ment. Upon that, hardly any thing more was to bt faid than upon 
the former point. It was nectffary for thofc gentlemen who moved 
for foe repeal of the fufpcnlion bill, to (hew to the iatisfaftion of 
thq Houfe, either that no confpiracy cxifted at all, or if it had 
drifted, that it had now been completely done away, and ccafed to 
exift at that moment. The gentlemen on the other fide of the 
Houfe, and paiticularly his honourable and learned friend, had 
bo^T ftated, that the late trials at the Old Bailty had difproved the 
evidence of a confpiracy. He faid he was very much furprifed at 
the language he had heard refpefting the effeft of the vcrdifts of 
Juries. He believed that no man who heard him had an higher 
refpoft than he for that inftitution , but he was very far from think* 
jtog that the inftitution of Juries would either be advantageous to 
individuals or to the general adminiftration of juftice, if the vcrdifts 
of Juries were to be attended with thofc effeft s which had bee * 
ftated by feme gentlemen. — It came to this general propolition, 
that by the verdift of acquittal of a Jury, the innocence of a party 
^acquitted was completely and for ever, and in all cafc9, cftablifhtd 
beyond $11 doubt a&i eontroverfy. That was a propolition to which 
he qpuld not agree ; and notwithftanding the high language of his 
honourable and learned friend (Mr. &r(kinc), notwithftanding the 
fuppQfed infult to the prifoners that had been acquitted, notwith- 
ftaridmg the furpri/e expreffed by feme prions, he could never 
agtee with his honourable and learned friend that it was not confti* 
fotionaj, that it was not decent, that it was not proper, whenever 
"foe delation, lhould occur, even to arraign the verdift of a Jury, 
fo Hfiufe, whenever the truth and juftice of the cafe (hould 
wttfyiR it, and whenever that enquiry became ncceflary, for 
tUcifion of the queftfon under deliberation. If that was 
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fo, Mint was to become of the fuperintOTding£po*«f l4 Parlia- 
ment, of that power which, by the Conftitudoo, was lodged in 
them for correihng the abufes of every part of the aMtiMpMwffl 
of juftiee from the higheft to the lowed ? What wn w become of 
the controul of Parliament over corrupt judges, to impeach them, 
if the verdidt of a jury was to weigh down the rights of JFayfianMSg) 
The controul of Parliament was the only remedy provided by (ho 
Conflitution for fupprefiing the corruption of judges, as well JM 6l 
removing, as much as poflible, every defefl in every part of the 
adminiftntion of juftiee. If it was done on juft grounds, and with 
decency, it was the duty of every Member of Pnrbament to point 
out ail fuch abufes. At the fame time the learned Serjeant adhaitted, 
that if it w is done on frivolous and weak grounds, a man rtiuftex- 
pofe himfelf But to fa) that it « as not orderly, th it It wa* not 
proper, that it was not conftitutionnl to arraign in that Hotlfb, th* 
improper conduct of am perfon, from the higheft to the loweft, jthd 
was concerned in the executive or judicial Government {9 the 
country, excited his furpme. Ilefaidhe held himfi If pcrfeffly 
at liberty, and he hid m his claim without the leaft refervt, that 
if he thought the verd lifts in queftion were reprehenfiWe in any ttf- 
pcift, if he thought they were corrupt, he held himfelf perfedlyat 
liberty to fay io to that Houfc ; there was nothing in the cafe diat 
called on him for that , there wis nothing before the Houfe dial 
called on him to arraign the vcrdnfts of th* late juries at the QM 
Bailey, becaufc the principles of the adminiftration of crinqinalju- 
ftice gave the fulleft reputation to all the confequenccs which had 
betn attempted to be drawn from thofe vcrdnfts, His lionoufabfe 
and learned fnend hid very properly ft ited, that it was the duty of 
the grand jury to inferpofe between the Sovenign and the fubje£|, 
to prevent the fobjedl being vexed and harraffed with a frivolous 
proficution.-— Wlut was the duty of a Grand Jury ? In the fitft 

place, they ,ought to be clearly iatisfied, that the chargt dated in 
the indictment preferred to them, txifted. On that pointful wa* 
the duty of the Grand Jury to have clear and fatisfe&ory evidence, 
other wife they were not faithful to their oaths. They ought net 
to prefent any criminal to be tried, till they were finished the 
chtrged actually ex Jtcd, and had been committed bf fan t 
Another thing of which they ought to be finished, was tut that th© 
perfon charged wus guilty, but that the cxiftenceof A* offence being 
cftabliftied, there was a probable ground laid for charging the parti' 
cular perfon with it, againft whom the indidttftent was preferred, 
that there was fuch a reasonable prefumption of hi* guilt M to m*k* h 
it fit and proper to put him on his trial, iij older to acoeNAt , 
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conduct before a Jury of his country. The bufinefs, therefore, 
pf a Grand Jury, was to fee that the crime dtferibed in the indict- 
mqn^ had an cxiftenee in the country, and there muft alfo be a 
pfob&ble prefumption of the guilt of the perfon named in the indict- 
ment. The folding, therefore, of the Grand Jury, cftablifhcd two 
piHpofitions, (a£ far as the authority of tin ir opinion could decide) 
that tile cmtfptracy which was the fubject of the indictment, had an 
actual existence, and that there was prob iblc caufc for imputing that 
confpiracy to the perfons accufid. 1 he next confide, ation was the 
Petty Jury in cofttra-ddtmction to the Grand Juiy. When in a 
civil cafe, a queftion of propcrt> between nan and man ctme to be 
decided by a Jury in a Court of Juftiec, they nuft decide one way 
or another. They muft either give then vcuhct foi the pbintiff 
or the defendant. They mult forma judgincoi on the evidence, 
and according to its prepondci incj, give tno pioperty either to the 
one or, the other. But if the Juty were fo to decide in a ciimind 
Cafe, they would neither do jultice to die ]> ilon.i nor die public It 
Is they duty to be clearly fatisfied he is guilt) ot the charge agnnft 
Ifon, otherwife they ought to acquit liim. It was not enough that 
there was a prepondcrancy of evidence agamft him. He did not 
mean there fhould be demonftratio.i, becaufe the* affairs of human 
life did not admit of that fpecics of evidence. But if time was a 
found'and well-weighed doubt, that ought to weigh m the mind of 
feiber and difereet meryh<fii duty infuehcafcis to acquit the pnfoner. 
Such a verdict was not founded, as m a civil calc, on the , lcpun- 
detancy of the evidence, but on a rcafonablc doubt of the guilt of 
the defendant. This, he faid, was not only the gencial law , 1 ut 
that was the explanation of the hw given to the Jury, who found 
foe 'Verdicts in queftion, by the learned Judge, Cl icf Juttice 1 ) re, 
who prefided at the late State Trials. But there was another j uit- 
ciple in» the criminal law of Lngland, to wit, humanity, <* 
according to that principle, it was held to be better for the tdim 
jiiftration of juftice, that twenty guilty perfons fhould cfe i,h. d 1 
purafhment of the law, than that oqc innocent perfon fhould be 
punifhed. Did not that very principle prefume, thit twenty*: ,il<y 
perfons might be properly, honourably, and judicially acq 1 1 d ? 
Opie prwpofition itfelf implies it ; and lie admitted it was outer .or 
me public and for humanity, as well as for die adininffrratic n of 
prStninal jbfttce. This was a maxim of die law of h ngun i, tud 
«vefy man of generous and honourable feelings w cut al< ng with it. 

4 then* being the nature of criminal proccedn 's, and this 

befog foe principle of the criminal law of England, was it poffible 
as 41 general principle, tonfiftent with common fenfc^ 
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that a verdi& of acquittal was, in the mind and confcicnGe# ^ proof 
of tlic innocence of the party acquitted. It was inconfiffent with 
the rules of aiminal hw, and of cummal jufticc. But the rtfiilt 
of the verdict of acquitf tl was, the reftoring the patty acquittecf to 
all legal purpofes, in all leg il confluences, to the condition of aa 
innocent man. F10111 the cnuimftance of being acquitted, ffap 
party, in the in of the law, was innocent, as to life, liberty, and 
propcrt\ . As f «r as the 1 nv could protect him, he was exem[ 
from all the «u^il couftqucnces of guilty That, and that pnly, was 
the gcn~i d effect of a verdict of a^quitul. * 9 

Elis hou mble ind leirntd frund had dated, that there word 
three piopuiit/ous for the conhdcration of the Court and Jury, at the 
late tn iL 1 A, Tiic cxiftcncc of the confpiracy , ad. Whether 
the perions inhdtd were guilty of it, ind, 3d, The law on the 
fuhjcft. Ills lionou able and learned friend (Mr. Erfldne) had 
contended, that tnc G ntlemui of the Jury inuft have given their 
vcidict on the hi ft of thefe propofitions, on finding that no coftfgl* 
racy cxilied. 'I Ii kirmd Scrjeint, however, did not fee Very 
clcailv h >w his I onourallc and learned friend could know that thfc 
Jury drew their inference from one propofition, which might haVfl 
be cn equ ill) draw n horn all the three propofitions. Unlefs the Jury 
thunklv cs hid explained from Vvhich of die three piopofitions they 
In I dr Mil the conduiion, the learned Serjeant thouglit he was bet- 
ter aut h> ifed to ^ t uie, that the Jury founded their virdift on the 
propofition tint, in flidr minis, the evidence was not brought 
home to tile difltr nt pnfcneis. His honourable and learned friend 
hid ftited, with a eonfiderablc degree of confidcnec, that on the 
firft trial, 111 lus j litigant nt, it was lmpoffibk to acquit on any Qtha 
ground tlnn a doubt of the exiftencc of that confpiracy. If that 
had been (o, they would not, he conceived, have been entering Oil 
tnat difu fiiou that day. He begged the Houfe to attend to what 
would hav been the probable confequence, if his learned friend had 
di fined that before the Jury. It was ftated both th 

Bir -n I riie Bandi, that there was hrft the general evidence DC 
p r oit th* exifteiKC of a confpiracv, but tint was not fufficient, un- 
lei n w ’s brought home to the piifcncrs* That being the grounc 
flaied to the Jui}, the exiftencc of the confpnacy was a prelirmnan 
quefti xi. If it had been the opinion of the h irned Judge, that rift 
exiiience of the conf{ y w is i it prove 1, would he have fdffered till 
time of the Court and the Public, for weeks after it was eftabli(he$ 
to b*- wafted, if time were no grounds of a confpiiffcy agaihft aijj 
bod) ? If the re had been any doubt of its exiftenccf, the 
would not have been kept day after <Jiv, and night after % |f| 
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ftom jheir families, till they had gone through the whole body of 
the evidence, if no ground for a confpiracy had exifted. It would 
have been abfurd to have made a long inquiry, whether Mr. Hardy 
^ * Wjfe guilty of a confpiracy, if no confpiracy ever exifted. If it had 
Jbecn the opinion of the Jury that no confpiracy had exifted after 
the evidence was gone through on two of the trials, would they 
have confidercd for upwards of two hours, whether the defendants 
were guilty or not ? If they had been fatisfied the confpiracy did not 
Otift, they would not have fpent a moment on fuch a confideration. 
If, on the trial of Mr, Hardy, they had found no confpiracy exifted, 
that would have been an anfwer to the indirtment brought againft 
Mr, Tooke, and yet he was five days on his trial ; which proved, 
to a d t ewonftra*k>n, that the Juiy believed in the exiftence of a con- 
spiracy fomewhere, ft nee they had fpent fo It ng a time in mvifti- 
g^ting whether Mr. Tooke was guilty of it. With refpert to all 
the arguments that had been advanced by Li* honr ur.illc and Icinud 
1 £kh(t, to (hew the prifonus could not have been frptily acquitted, 
Unfefe the Jury were fatisfied that there was no confpiiacy, they h u\ 
made a very ftrong impreffion indeed tijHtfi hk.mind. He had 
Created that point very ably ; and, no^wdthfVaiiding the verdfofte of 
three Juries in favour of the innocence of thde gentlemen, his ho- 
nourable and learned fiicnd had gone a'^feat w ly to convince him 
Of {heir guilt, Though it was not his inclination, (breaufe it did 
not appear to be a ncciflary part of his duty) to ariaign th c verditfsi 
df the Juries, he by no means felt himfdf bound to fupport them, 
if* by the arguments of other gentlemen, they were proved to be 
ffroftcous, Had his Jeuned friend, in his zeal for difproving the 
exiftence of a treafi nablc confpiracy, fucceedcd in proving to the 
Houfe, that, if fuch a confpiracy did cxift, it was impoffiblc, con- 
fident with the evidence, to have acquitted his clients from having 
had a principal (hare in the guilt * — had (fuid the learned Serjeant; 
his friend wht> fpoke laft, fuccefsfully eftablilhed that prppofition 
And (hou}d it happen, that the Houfe, judging from undifputed fads, 
and written evidence which could not deceive, (hould foil remain 
4?l<ftr]y convinced of the tiuth of the confpiracy in queftion — What- 
ever conclufion might be drawn from thefe two propofitions, fo 
4 atcd, againft the verdicts of the Juries, his learned friend, and 
jttt hinwrif* muft be anfwerable for that conclufion. The Houfe * 
for itfelf, whether it would abide by, or renounce the 
npMotl derfamd in, its own Reports : Whether, arting in its de- 
liheftgtive fcapaclfy, aqd poffefling an equal knowledge of the farts, 
|§MjiiuM give up its own judgement to th^t of $ny Jury, howevef 
it iftight bp. 



It was not an immaterial e!rcumffance' , that it Wft now admilMd 
by the counfol for the prifoners, who, though few In. number, were 
great and refpe&able, that all the fails on which the two Bouf&ol 
Parliament liad grounded their Roports had been fully eftabltfhed 
by legal evidence, aftd he would venture to fay, by evidence which 
had been uncontradided. His honourable and learned friend had 
obferved, although the fails dated in the Reports were admitted, 
that the jury had negatived the conclufion. This, the learned Set* 
jeant, for the rcafons he had before given, utterly denied., $tp 
fuppoling for a moment diat it were fo , fuppofe a jury, admitting 
all the fails on which Parliament had formed a deliberate judge- 
ment, Humid have thought fit to draw an oppofite conclufion* ana 
the Houfc quite prepared to bend to that duifion, and furrender td 
the veidiil of a jury the delibuute opinion of the whole Legiflatqre 
of the kingdom ? Could this mode of argument be fupported on the 
principles of common decency or common fcnic ? 

The learned Serjeant here, in oppofition to Mr. Erfkine’s ftate- 
ircnt of the liw of high rreafon, contended, that die law on that 
fubjcil, as lud down at the late trials, was tint which had been 
he Id to be the law of the country from the time of Lord Coke 
down to ix> rd Chief Jufticc Eyre. — 1 vciy elementary writer that 
had written on the (u'ojcif, cvciy Judge who had fat upon the 
lieneh, had uniformly laid down the fame principles upon thw 
point. 

The King, in his politico 1, Hill more thin in his natrntl capa- 
wjs the objed ot piote£hon in the laws rtfpefting treafqn, 
btcaufe it was m ius political exigence, that the liability of the Go- 
vernment, the public tranquillity, and the fafety of the State, were 
mod mimulultlv and iflintially involved. A diredl and exptefa 
defign agaimi the natural tije of the King, was therefore not nceef- 
Jaiy to be prtfumed, to convid of high treafon, under the claufe of 
the ftatute of Edviard the Third, for comparing the King* s death# 
but everv conlpincy to oveiturn the cifabhfticd Government and 
Jep ft the King, every mtafure taken to effi-duatc that purpqfc, w 
as iiiuch a treafon of that dckription, as a direct attempt to oflaf* 
finate the Sovereign , in fliort, it was, in contemplation of tew, an 
Wert aft cf comparing the Ktng’i death . He forbore, he fiud, at 

prefent, to trouble the lloufe with citing the particular authentic* 
upon this fubjed, bccaufc no authorities had been cited, nor zttf 
arguments adduced, m dirndl fuppoit of the contrary ptopofition. 
Whenever gentlemen fhould choofe to come forward* he was ready* 
on any proper occafion, to meet them upon that point. * * 

The eloquent gentleman who introduced the motion for the ffe* 
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*peal of the Sufpenfion Aft, afkcd if it was high treafon for a num- 
ber of iflcn to meet together bona fide for the fake of a Parliamen- 
tary Reform? — God forbid, faid the learned Serjeant, that any 
fuch doftrinc Ihould ever be maintained .by him, or any Member 
of that Houfc. He would not fay that thofe perfons who had really 
met for that purpofc were either guilty of high treafon, or of any 
Other offence ; for men, confcientioufly afting on the convlftion of 
their own minds, to purfue a temperate reform, by legal and con- 
ftitutional means, might be innocent, might even be laudable ; but 
thus much he would fay, that no means could be b'gal or conftitu- 
tional, but fuch as were fanftioned bv the Lcgifhtuie, a ^ iblifhed 
by the exifting laws, afting in the manner, and according to the 
forms, prefciibed by the Conflitution. And it was not by the ufe 
of the words legal and conftitutioml, and the flnnh prettxt of a 
Parliamentary Reform, that fuch nv'afurts a. thde men had dared 
to adopt, whom an honourable gc nth man had been pleated to rc- 
prefent merely as innocent enthufiafL, could cleipe the inh/nation 
of all good men, or ought to be protefted horn the pumfhmcnt of 
the law. 

Here the learned Serjeant mfiitcd, that to fatisfy cvcrv unpreju- 
diced man, that the profefled obj* ft of a Parliamcntaiy Reform was 
merely a coloured pretext, and th it the real purpoic of the popular 
focietics lately cftabliflitd, or at lull of thou, mui who direfted 
their operations, w is a tot il fubverfion of the Conflitution of the 
Country, he need only recall th^ attention of the Houfc to fome 
leading fafts already witliin thur Inowledge. 

The firft mode of judging of their intentions winch he jointed 
out was, the books winch they diffeminated with fo milch induftry, 
Sind recommended with fo much /cal, to the perufal of then coun- 
trymen. Thgt men engaged in the proiccuiion of any favouiit# 
defign, would recommend thofe publications which appeared belt 
adapted to their v iew r s, and molt likely to perfuade others to concur 
in the fame objefts, as a general proportion, was too plain to be 
denied* That, as applied to the cafe in qufthon, and to the views 
of thofe confpirators, which gentlemen or* the other fide had fo ftre- 
imoufiy fodcavoured to palliate or cxcufe, it was a fair and candid 
Wile of judging, and no refinement of the Crown lawyers, he would 
appeal to their own aflociates, to men of the fame defeription with 
tfietnfelves. 

The Revolution Society at Norwich, in a letter of the 4th of 
ftfay, 179a, to the Conftitutional Society in London, exprefsly fay, 
u The Opinions and principles of this Society arc left explained 
* bf an appeal t 6 fhiir literary reprefintatms'' Now, Sir, (faid th« 
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learned Serjeant) who are thofc literary rt^refentetlves J Here, 
they (hall fpeak for themfelves— “ The Rights of Mart, by Thomas 
“ Paine, and the Advice to the Privileged Order, by Joel Barlofy 
“ have been read with attention, and circulated with avidity/' Who* 
ever will read the proceedings of the different Societies in London, 
Southwark, Manchefter, Stockport, Leeds, D< rby, Leiceftor, Bir- 
mingham, Warwick, Briftol ; — in (hort, of all the popular affiliated 
Societies, formed on the fame Jacobin model, throughout the king- 
dom, will find, that they too have made the fame elcCHon of lite- 
rary reprefentatives ; and that no reprefentatm s could more faith- 
fully have fpoken the language, or maintained the principles, of their 1 
conftitucnts. Is it not, then, fomewhat Angular, that, in all (he 
works of thefe literary reprefentatives of men, who have been boldly 
dated to purfue no other objcCt but a Parliamentary Reform, there 
(liould not be found one Angle word recommending that as a defir- 
able or practicable objcCt But, that it fhould be uniformly treated 
as a mcafure impracticable and abfurd ; not only, not to be expedted 
from the Legiflature, but which that Lcgiflature was abfolutely 
incompetent, in point of authority, to effedt ? 

Having now fecn, Sir, (continued the Serjeant) that the do&rine 
of Parliamentary Reform is not that inculcated by thefe literary re- 
prefentatives, to whom the Societies have fo diftindly appealed, fpr 
an explanation of their own principles, let us ^0 what are their doc- 
trines. 

Thev arc, “ That the hoafted conftitution of England is a jumbl$ 
of abfurdities and contradictions, a mac dtlufion upon the people, 
equally repugnant to liberty and common fenfe. Th it England has 
no conftitution; and that nothing can ddcivc that name, or be 
confident with the freedom or happinefb of mankind, where Arifio- 
cracy is tolerated, or Monarchy fullered to exift.” Accordingly, we 
find the fame good people of Norwich, in the fame letter, delibe- 
rately a/king the quefiion, “ Whether the generality of the Socie- 
ties mean to reft fatisfied with the Duke oi Richmond’s plan only? 
or whether it is their private dtjign to rip vp Msnarciy by tht 
roots, and plant Democracy in its f had P ’ 

The learned Serjeant then observed, that having feen what were 
the tenets of thefe Societies, as cxpfeffcd by the'r literary reprrjtn - 
tatives \ the next mode of judging of the ir defigns was, by the at lie i 
with whom they cliofe to jffocinte. What had the Jacobin Club 
at Paris, what had the National Convention of France, to do with 
a reform of the Parliament of England ? Yet thefe were the models 
whom our popular Societies cliofe to imitate, and thefe the alltaft 
with whom they were moft eager to be connected, 

You XL. V 
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On the 1 1 th of May, 1792, the Conftitutional Society in Lon- 
don voted an ‘addrefs to the Jacobins , by the ftyle of “ Brothers, 
“ and fellow-citizens of die Woild !*’ The language and fenti- 
ments of that addrefs were worthy of the perfons who ufed them, 
and of the perfons to whom they were addrefled. “ We cannot 
€t conceive/* fay they, u a more diabolical fyftem of Government 
u than that which Ins hitherto been generally pradtifed over the 
u world.** They tell the Jacobins, €t that it vrould have given an 
u additional triumph to their congratulations, if the equal rights of 
u man had been recognifed by the Governments around them, and 

tranquillity e/iablijhcd in all f and that they “ can f:e no mode r f 
94 defence equal to that of ejlablijh'mg the general freedom f f, rope” 
Thefe, Sir, arc the terms in which thefe friends of Parliamentary 
Reform exhort the Jacobins of France to that fyftem of profdvtifm 
and conqucfts, which has deluged the ftce of Europe with blood, 
and lhaken her Governments to the foundations. 

And here, faid he, it is worthy of rcm.uk, that they did not 
yet think fit to addrefs the National Convention. And why, Sir, 
did they not then addrefs it ? Bicaufc the Convention had not yet 
ripped up Monarchy by the roots. There was yet a King in Franc . 
The Monarch formed, as yet, at lead a nominal branch of the 
eonftitution of that unhappy country. But, when the revolution 
of the I oth of Auguft had done away the miferable remnant of 
Royalty, when they had depofed and impriibned their King , when 
rile hands of the Jacobin party, which then domineered in the Con- 
vention, were yet reeking with the maflacrcs of September, and 
tile inftrument of death was thirfting for the blood of their Sove- 
reign ; then , and not till then , the Convention became an objedt of 
the admiration of our innocent enthufmjlsy and, on the nth of 
October, the London Corrcfponding Society refolved on an Addrefs 
to the National Convention of 1 ranic. Then, and not till then % 
our Englifh reformers tell them, 0 that the opprefledpart of man- 
**' kind, forgetting for awhile their own fufferings, feci only fot 
u theirs, and with an anxious c\e w itch the event, fervently fup- 
i% plicating the Almighty ruler of the l niunfe to be favourable to 
u their caufe, fo intimately blended with tletr own,” Tien , for the 
jirjl time , it is found out “ to be the dut) of Britons to countenance 
4< * and aflift, to the utmoft of their power, the champions of human 
u happinefs, and to fwear to a nation, proceeding on the plan they 
f 4 had adopted, an inviolable fricndflnp.” il Wc feel ourfclvcs,** 
fey they, u die victims of a rollick and all-confuming Ariftocracy, 
€< hitherto the banc of every nation under the fun. fp'tjely have you 
u 'a fled fa impelling it from France ;** and again, “ It jou fycceed, 
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“ as wc ardently wilh, the triple alliance, not of Crowns, but of the 
u peoph of America, France, and Britain , will give freedom to Eu- 
i€ ro p e > and peace to the whole world. Dear friends, you combat 
“ for the advantage of the human race. How well purchafed will 
“ be, though at the expence of much l hod, the glorious privilege of 
“ faying Mankind isf'ee ! Tyrants and tyanny are no more I” 

Thcfe, Sir, foon after the depofition of the King, and the ever- 
memorable maflacres of September, were the fentiments of the 
London Correfponding Society, " inftituted,” as wc are told, u for 
the foh purpfe of promoting a Parliamentary Reform.”' 

Glowing as is the language of aflcdfion and fraternity contained 
in this Addrcfs, the lloufe cannot but have obferved, that it is not 
from the meic dictates of pure philanthropy, and difintcrcfted bene- 
volence to all men, that they “ fupplicatc the Almighty to be fa- 
vourable to the uiife of the French Convention,” but becaufc they 
confidcr it, to ufc their own words, as “ intimatily blended with 
their own.* 9 Now, Sir, if we fuppofe, as it is plain fomeof their 
own affiliates did fuppofe, that the private defign of thcfe addreffers 
waa to “ rip up Monarchy bv the roots, and plant Democracy in 
“ its ftead to depofe their King, to abolifh Monarchy, to anni- 
hilate the Peers, and to eftablifh in England a reprefentative Go- 
\cmmcnt, on the broad bafis of liberty and equality, as explained 
and practifcd in France, it is not difficult to conceive that they 
might confidcr the caufe of the French Convention as intimately blended 
with their own . But if the profejfcd object of a reform, by legal and 
conftitutional means in the mode of Parliamentary reprefentation, 
was the true and only purpofe of their hcatts, what the National 
Convention had to do with that object, or how the caufe of the. 
one could be blended with the caufe of the other, I muft leave (faid 
the learned .Serjeant) to men of more refined ingenuity than myfclf, 
to make out to the fatisfadlion of the Houfe. 

Be that, however, as it may, the fa<51 is certain, that this mca- 
fureof addrtfling the National Convention, (fo totally irreconctle- 
ablc with the profeffed objedt of thefe Societies, but fo perfc&ly 
confonant with the cxiftence of that confpiracy for which I am con- 
tending) appeared to thcmfclvcs of fuch importance to their o\*n 
views, whatever thofc views might be, that it was immediately 
adopted by the other leading Society in London, the Society for 
Conftitutional Information, and made the fubjedt of circular letters 
to all the popular Societies in Great Britain, recommending it to 
their imitation as a mcafure moft effential to their caufe. Soon af- 
ter, gn the 2 1 ft of December, a Committee of Foreign Porrejpo^ 
dence is appointed ; their proceedings are directed to be entered in t' 
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feparalc book ; and the Deputies fent to the French Convention, in 
a language not liable to be mifunderftood, and incapable of being 
explained away, but in a language fully rccogniftd and adopted by 
the Societies from whom they were deputed, declare “ that they 
* c confidcr the example of France as having made revolution s cafy 
and “ that it would not be extraordinary, if in a fhort time the 
“ French (hould fend addrefles of congi atulation to a National Con - 
^ vtntnn of England ” 

As a farther proof that the real objeft of thefe popular Societies, 
(notwithftanding they profrffed to be inftituted for the jurpofc of pro- 
moting a Parliamentary Reform) was what he imputed to then* Mr, 
Seijeant Adair next adverted to til'' dulaniion of the Southwark 
Society, inftituted chiefly by Mr. T1 ill, in which, hr contend- 
ed, there w r as not a word referable to a reform of the lloatc of Com- 
mons, but a direct avowal of Mi. Paine's principles ol a rtprcioi 
tat*vc Government, in thtfe rcfoluflc 1 s which he flat?.'! : 

ct That crjufl , acliv* ct'Zinf'ip is the uwl'u 1 tbh / gl / of ell men, 
u minoi ?, criminals, and mfa ic pa Tons c\ccp f cd an I 

u That the extnife of this right, \x\a]/unhn an u!ccj«ntc //■- 
il prcfent\mc Gmnnrc ** , is the wi fl device of humin polio, and 
44 the or 1) JecurJy of n itif ml freedom.” 

lie argued farther in lupport of the fame pmpoli ion, fiom the 
proceedings of tlic Brifiih Cementum it Edinburgh. JIc faid he 
would not trefpafi, on the path nee of the Iloufc, to whole indulgence 
he w'as already fo much Indebted, ly entering into a minute detail 
of thofc proceedings. Hsinflinced, however, Lveral of them, all 
which, he contended, accorded with the idea of the confpiraey and 
deflgn, for the cxiftcnec of which he had been argumg , but none 
ot them with the idea or a real, bona pie purfuit of the object of a 
rcfoim in Parliament , cfptcially, when die Iloufc would rtcollcfl, 
s that one of their earliefl refolutions was, to renounce all future appli- 
cations to die Legiflature, on the fubjeft of fuch a reform. They 
uniformly imitated the ftyle and manner of the French Convention ; 
thtit language was the fame ; their forms of proceeding were the 
feme ; their committees the fame ; of all whifch he dated inftanccs ; 
and above' all, he contended, their principles were the fame. How- 
ever impotent, however infolent, however even ridiculous the in- 
dances of their aduming a kgiflativc Jlyle in their proceedings might 
appear, yet that they had afliimed it, nobody who read their proceed- 
ings could deny. But, of all their a&s, that which moft ftrongly 
developed their principles and defigns was, the memorable ‘rcfolu- 
tfon ordered to be infertt d at the end of their minutes, whereby 
^ thfcy folemnly pledged themfelvcs to each other, " declaring, before 

1 w 
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u God and the world, that the) would follow the wholefome example 
f( of former times, by paying no rewrite any aft which fhould ml*- 
u litatc ™ainft the conftittftion of their countrv, and fhould contintie 
u to aFtmble and confider of the heft means by which they could 

accomphfh a teal repiefenk tun ofthp rpL , and annual elections, 

* ts until compelled to dclift by fupcrior force and they refolvod, 
u Tint the firft notice juven for tl u » » r dtuhon of a Convention 
u bill, &c 01 mv h II f / t! t f } t nf ) 1 1 Habeas Corpus aft 5 Of 
<i w ( ft / a 1 in v a <- ion, 01 the adm J) n ( 4 uiiy f r tgn troops what- 
“ ewr ji Grc^t Brit 1 1 or Ireland , all, or any one of thefe calami'* 

“ t ii s 1 11c. 1 mftanct s, ’ fi> t!icv, “ flnll he a fanal to the feveral 
Ci d< 1 r T air l > ft cl 1 t is the S' cret Cmmittee of this 

“ C nen 1 // d apj tnt. "1 he fim ft»cn members fhall have 

p jwer to dec) iic tb^ftttngt / im aunt , flnll conftitufc a Convene 
(C ti n, an I twent on proud f o bnhnds 

1 1 f< , v , ir A cl mu! to he the oa 1 on*, and this the matt* 
mr 4 k ■> 1 ling the ir f nded Convention, whuh was to meet for 
tl c / ' 1 up/t ot vF<l m a Pirliin j iruv Reform, by legal and 
cc n h ution 1 nv \ hohile nu f >u ot the hittcieft enemies of 

I 1 nd, the du 1 ed cm^us of u 1 e Ar uid government, was 
fdu'd 1 u\ ho > o] pc rtm it\ lor irui^i j thi reprefentation in 
Pa ii itch , fir r r orir u rlu confti'u n < t the kingdom. Such 
w is the fa ounrt monui t, to Ic cv ih lu/id on, as heft caleu** 

I itul k» pic nt te the \ ( ' , an • ti< iliutt the ddigns, of thefe le~ 

gal 1 u! u nlut 1 1 d icuiii ns 

11 t ftmu d { r n, fo}j 4 ul b) th ec nfpirators themfelves to be 
d n / w is nal *■ 1 g aW) it this time, or even earlier, ia 
In ’in 1, is nnni ut tiom tlu. i\l of their correfpondcnce. In a ’ 
letter ct flu 2<;th(f Jul\, rye 3, from Ar London Correfponding 
Socua to the hopaks it Nornuh, tin 1 itter arc exhorted to ac- 
tivity, bit »bo\i all, “ oidnly and coitra^eo jly preparing them- 
c< ftlws ftticmt) for In tl c\) it is natural to fuppofe that 
« thole vlio now f rt) ujon flu Pub! a, will not willingly yield up 
“ th'r enjjy neats, nor rc-poflcL us or our rights, without aflruggle * 

“ It m ly bt advintij;eous to humanity to (hew them, that their 
“ opponents arc ncithci mob nor r ibble, but an indignant , opprefftd 
“ pcopL*, in whom is not jet entirely extinft the valour of their fort- 
u fail ci >. ,f 

Here then wc fee plainly, that fome perfons, however unwilling, 
were to be j rad to yield up thitr enjoyment 1 , that fome awful event 
was looked to, for which they muft be imrageoujly prepared ; and 
a Jlruggle was to be expefled, in which they might have occafion to 
exert the valour of then f^tef others* 
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Need I fay more, Sir ? (continued the Serjeant) Arc thefc ex- 
preflions adapted even to the wildeft plans of Parliamentary Reform ? 
What courage is required in the exercifc of the fuppofed rights of 
univerfal fuffrage or annual elefiion, or in any lawful and legal 
means that could be taken to obtain them r Is there a man who 
hears me, who can doubt that fometlijng more, and fomething clfe, 
was intended ? 

But, Sir, in whit followed, thefc Societies, exafperated and 
difeppointed, by the prudence and vigour of Government, in the 
difperfion of the Scotch Convention, were led b> precipitancy and 
lafs of temper, dill farther to thiow off the mafk, wind) at times 
they had continued to aflumc. Pcfjlancc to the laws became now 
their avowed doctrine \ a Convention , thofen h them and their allu- 
viates, claiming to aft as the ReprcjentaiiU \. r of the Nation, and af- 
Juming the power to redrefs theii grievance s, and alter the conjlitutiow, 
by the fovcrcign autlvuity of the People, w 7 as now their profeifed 
object. On the 17th of Januiry, 1794, the Conftitutional Sq- 
cicty refolve, u That law lectfes to be an object of obedience , when it 
u becomes an inftrurrent of oppafiion.” “ That we fee with rc- 
u grej, but wc fee without fear , that the period is fall approaching, 
44 when the ULrtus oj Britons mull dtpen J not upon r*ason, to 
u which they have long appealed, nor on their powers of exprtfling 
* l it, but on their firm ami undaunted refolution to oppofe tyranny by 
** the fame m*ans bv which it u e\ ”• fed:' 

Thus, Sir, the Government of this happy country is rcprcfcntcd 
as a tyranny , and the laws , handed down by our anccftors, arc ftattd 
lobe nitre infuumeuts of oppttflion, n. higer the objects of obedi- 
ence; and thofe hbtrties of Britons, whiJi have fo long been the 
envy of the world, are boldly affirmed to depend mt upon reajon , 
but upon the refolution to opprfe tyranny , by the fame means by 
which it is excrcifed — by fine* 

At a meeting on the 20th of January, at the Globe Taycrn, 
laid to conlift of near 2000 people, fuch doctrines as thefc arc ad- 
dreffed to the people of Great Britain and Ireland : — 

“ The Irifh Parliament, and the Scotch Judges, actuated by 
u the lame Englifh influence, have brought us diredly to the point. 
u There is no farther ftep beyond that which they have taken.— 
u H r e are at tj)ue. U r e mufi nnv chafe at once eithei liberty or Jla- 
u very for ourfclvcs and our poflciity. Will you wait till barracks 
u arc erected in every village, and till fubfidixed Heflians and Ha- 
u noverians are upon us You may alk, perhaps, by what means 
u (hall we feck redrefs ?— We aufwcr, that men in a ftate of ci- 
vilised fodety aic bound to fcck redrefs of the grievance? frern 



A. i79* ' DEBATES. * \ i$x 

w the laws ; as long as any redrefs can be obtained by the laws. 

But our common Matter whom we ferve, (whofe law is a law of 
liberty, and whofe fervice is perfect freedom) has taught us not 
to expert to gather grapes from thorns, nor figs from thirties.--- 
We nnji have redrefs from our own laws, and not from the 
laws of our plundtrers, enemies , and opprcfjbrs” 
k Can words contain a morejcxplicit a\owal of the means by which 
their purpofes were to be effe&cd? They mutt have redrefs from 
their own laws, laws made by the ufurped authority of their De- 
legates in that Convention which, for that purpofe , they were trea- 
sonably attempting to convene ; and not from the law’s made by the 
Lcgiflaturc of their country, as by law eftablifhed, in the King> 
Lords, and Commons, whom they fo decently and rdpc&fully dc- 
feribe, as their plunderers, enemies , an d oppnJJjrs. 

The rcfolutions founded on thefe doctrines, are adapted to the 
doftrincs themfelvcs. They appoint a Committee, “ to wMtchthe 
u proceedings of Parliament, and the adminiftration of the Go- 
“ vernment of the country,” and they rclolvc, that on any of the* 
emergencies there Ihtcd (limilar to thofc ftated by the Scotch Con- 
vention, except only the cafe of invafion, which is omitted) “ die 
4i Gcncial Committee (hall ifiiic hunmonfes to the Delegates of 
u each divifion, andalfo to the Secret uks of the different Soeie- 
44 ties aftiliitcd and corrcfponding with this Society, forthwith to 
“ call a Glint al C n \nticn of the People, to be held at fuch place, 

C£ and in fuch a manner, a* Ih ill bo fpeciri d in the fummonfes, for 
“ the purpofe ot taking fuch ineafures into their consideration."’ 

On the 27th of Mirch, 1794, the Corresponding Society de- 
el ires the immediate ni ccffity ot c filing * Comcntion of the People, 
which is accede! to by the Society for CjnLrutmnil Information. 

A Committee of co-operation and corn*] >ntLncc is appointed by 
both Societies for earning that object into effect, end <i? i ular let- 
tus aic directed to be font to all the popular Societies in the king- * 
doin, inviting them to concur in the me dure. 

Thefe letters contain the following reimrkable paffage — c< Route 
ts then to one exertion more, and let us (hew our confcioufnert of 

“ thisjmportant trudi if we arc to be beaten down with threats, 

“ profecutions, and illegal fentrnees, wc arc unworthy — we arc 
u incapable of liberty. We mujl however he txpedtJtous, Heliums 
“ and Auftrians are already among us ; and if we tamely fubmit , a 
u cloud of thefe armed Barbarian* may Jlnrtly be pouted in upon us* 
u Let us form then another Btitifh CjrtrjentLn. We have a central 
4i fituation in our view, which we believe would be moft convenient 
** for the whole ifland, but which we forbear to mention, (entreat- 
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*< ing your confidence in this particular) till w*c have the anfwcr of 
w the Societies with which we are in corrcfpondcncc.” 

Thefe exprefltons the learned Serjeant dated, as too plain to need 
a comment. And he faid, the Lift proceeding of thefe dangerous 
"and infatuated men, to which he fhould at that time call the parti- 
cular attention of the Houfe, was the meeting at Chalk Farm, on 
the 1 4th of April, 1794. 

At that meeting, among other things fcarce left. nprchcnfiblc, it 
was rcfolved, “ That any attempt to viohtc thofo yet rerunning 
u laws, which were intended for the ficurity of Englilhiywrt, againft 

the tyranny of Courts and Mmillns, and tiK roiuytion of dc- 
u pendent Judges, by vefting in fucli Judges a kgiilaJ't or arbi- 
€t tr ary power (fuch as has been late!)- oxercifed by the Courts of 
u Judiciary in Scotland) ought to be confidered as diffAving cntirAy 
€t the facial compaft bctvucn the Englidi nation and their Gover- 
H nors, and drawing thi m to an immediate appeal to that incontio- 
u vertiblc maxim of eternal jufticc , that the fajety of tie pc pie is 
** the fupreme, and, in cafes of ncccflity, the only law. 

“ That the arming and difciplimng in this countrj, either with 
u or without the confnt of Pat It annul, any b uids of emigrants and 
u foreigners, driven from their own country for their known attacli- 
“ ment to an infamous dcfpotilm, is an outr ig< ous attempt to over 
€t awe and intimidate the free fpirit of Britons, to fnbjugate t^em h 
" an army of mrcena*y (u f t/?j,J\ 9 who r c \iews and interefts mult 
u of neceflity be in direct oppolition to thofe ot the nation, and thit 
u no pretence whatever ought to induce the people to lubmit to fo 
u unconditutional a mediae. 

S( That the unconfiitLtioml projccl of raifing money and troops, 

€ * by foiced benevolences, (and no benevolences, collected upon 
* f requifition fiom die King or his Minidcis, can ever in reality 
fi be voluntary) and the equally unjultifiablc meafure of arming one 
u part of the people againft the other, brought Chuilcs the bird to 
u the block, and drove James the Second from the Throne.” 

Here, Sir, (fakl the learned gentleman) the principles of anarchy 
and confufion, the diffolution tf Government, the dodtrine of rcfift- 
ance to all lawful authority, arc exprefftd in terms too plain for the 
dulled to miftake, or for the moft fubrle to explain away. The 
people of England are told, that by the mcaiures, allcdged to have 
fceen taken, 44 7 he facial compaft is entirely dijfolved” Thofe mea- 
fores are reprefented as an attempt to overawe the free fpiiit of Bri- 
tons 7 and fuljugate them to an army of mercenary cut-throrts; they 
arc exhorted to difregard the authority of Parliament, and urged to 
an immediate appeal to that maxim of eternal juftice, “ that the 
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u fafety of the people is the only law.” And the example of * 
execution of Charles the Firft, and the expullion of James the Se- 
cond, are falfcly, wickedly, and treafonably held forth, as refer* ' 
able to circumftances exifting at the prefent moment. 

The Houfc of Lords, too, have their lhare in this audacious 
attack upon every thing connected with the Government and Con- ' 
ftitution of tl s country ; and after alluding to a proceeding in that 
Houfc, they ftatc, with an infolent irony* their conviction, “ that, 
properly detailed, it will have a confiderablc effeft in cm- 
€i vincttlg* the country ofi the true dignity and utility of that branch of 
€i His A&ucfy’s Parliament 

Thus il it. Sir, that thefc innoceut enthnfafts , thefc reformers of 
the Conftitution, who meant nothing but a Parliamentary Reform , 
and only puff ned a laudable objeft , with a little y perhaps of indifere- 
tion . Thus is it, Sir, that they exprefs their own views and opi- 
nions. Thus is it that they endeavour, by inflaming the minds of 
others, to lead them to concur in mcafures which their cool judg- 
ment would abhor, and to urge them (under pretence of averting 
rights which they never poflefled, and regaining that liberty which, 
thank God, they have never loft) to refift the laws, and overturn 
the Conftitution of their country. And fhall we again be told, Sir, 
not only that no treafon has been committed, but that there cxifted 
no dangerous or criminal confpiracy of any kind, nor any thing but 
harmlefs aflbeiations, for the purpofe of Parliamentary Reform? 

The honourable gentleman who introduced the motion, had ar- 
raigned with fomc afperity the conduct of thofe, who, as he allcdged, 
were for ever introducing exaggerated pictures of the diforders that 
had attended the French revolution, and had reprobated, in an un- 
ufual ftyle of eloquent declamation, the ufe of the words u look to 
the example of France ! 11 which, he faid, were never brought forward 
but to inflame or miflead. Whether it was pofliblc for any eloquence 
to draw an exaggerated picture of the diforders and calamities of that 
wretched kingdom, the learned Serjeant doubted ; but he doubted 
fill more the wifdom of rejecting theleffonsof prudence, of forefight, 
and of prevention, which were fo ftrongly afforded by the miferable 
experience of our neighbours, or of overlooking the awful Warnings 
held forth by the fcencs of ruin and dcfolation, daily pafling, as it 
were, before our eyes, the alternate effodts of the wildeft anarchy 
and molt ferocious dcfpotifm. 

But if it could be faid, that wc were not to look to the exaimpU 
of France, even in that point of view ; What, faid the learned 
gentleman, muftbc the underftanding, what muft be the principle^ 
what muft be the feelings, of thofe men, who can look to the c§ 
Vol. XL. X 
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ample, as an object of imitation and of envy* The caufe of the 
Jacobins of France has been a continued warfare againft law and 
property, order and Government, morality and religion. The 
maffaerc of September, the deftruftion of Lyons, the drownings of 
the Loire, the complicated horrors of La Vendee, are a few only 
of their meafures , uniformly marked with the cha rafter of rapine 
and of blood. The annihilation of commerce, the deft ruction of 
agriculture and manufaftures, the depopulation of the country, and 
the mifery of its furviving inhabitants, are the natural effefts^f 
the Jacobin fvftem, which has prevailed. Yet the very ip^del of 
the Jacobin Club of Paris, and of its affiliated focieui s, was that 
purfued by the corrcfponding popular focietics in Great Britain, and 
from which they borrowed their Conftitution, their forms of pro- 
ceeding, and in many inftances, their very language. Thefe men, 
fuch as I have deferibed them, and the Convention over which they 
ruled, and which they made at once the inftrument and accomplice 
of their crimes, arc addreflcd as “ brotheis and fellow citizens of 
u the world!” The champions of human happintfs,” to whom 
u Britons are to /wear an inviolable friendship and their caufe is 
that, to which the framers of the addrefs I have mentioned, have 
impioufly dared to il fupplicatc the Almighty ruler of die univerfe to 
4t be favourable,” and which they have chofui to eonlider as “ in- 
€i timately blended with their own.” 

Well, therefore, Sir, may wc look to the example of France, as a 
warning to put us upon our guard, fo long as there is a man to be 
found in this country, who looks to it as an objeft of imitation. 

Having ftated thefe obfervations, the learned Serjeant alledged 
that the motion of the honourable gentleman for the repeal of the 
Sufpenfion bill, could only be fupported on one or other of thefe 
two grounds — either that the Houfc had bc< n deceived or miftaken, 
as to the original foundation of the aft, or that fuch foundation had 
been done away by fomething that had happened fince. 

On the firft ground, he had not only die decided opinion of the 
Houfe Itfclf, founded on the Reports of moft rcfpcftable Commit- 
tees of both branches of the Legiflaturc, but all the fafts of thefe 
Reports had fince been verified by legal evidence, and remained to 
this moment uncontradiftcd j and he trufttd that, independent of 
authority, the recapitulation of a few only of thefe fafts had con- 
vinced every unpiejudiced mind, beyond a poffibility of doubt, 
of the ml exiftcnce of the confpiracy ftated in the bill. He had 
already given hi* reafons, why the verdifts on the late trials did not 
appear to him in the leaft degree to affeft that part of the queftion ; 
iff therefore, the Parliament had deemed the exiftcnce of the con- 
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fpiracy ftated in the bill a juft and fufficient ground to fupport the 
meafure, when firft agreed to, how could they, confidently, vote far 
a repeal of that bill, before the time of its expiration, unlefs font® 
new h&s were ftated, or arguments adduced to prove that thecon- 
fpiracy has ceafed to cxift. The learned Serjeant infilled he had 
heard no fuch fails ftated, nor any fatisfa&ory arguments to that 
f»tnt. Had thefc Societies diffolved themfelvcs ? Had they even 
dnfeftrinued their meetings ? Had they altered their conftitutions ? 
Had thcOhenounoed or difavowed the principles they before pro- 
feffed f Rjp had heard none of thefe things allcdged, nor did hethirik 
fuch motions as the prefent were likely to produce thofc cflcdls. 

If, indeed, thefe verdidts had beenfuffered to produce their pro- 
per cfFedl ; if the prifoners who had been tried for their lives, had 
taken warning from the danger they had cfcapcd, to difclaim the 
principles, and avoid the condudt, which had led them into it, and 
exhorted others to the fame by their own example ; had they ex- 
preffed gratitude and Veneration for thefe laws they had before tra- 
duced, the benignity and candour both of the principles and admi- 
niftration of which they had themfelvcs fo eminently experienced ; 
had they told their fellow-citizens, as with truth they might hav* 
told them, that they liad nothing to fear for their liberties, while 
under the protedtion of fuch laws, and while thefe laws were impar- 
tially adminiftered. Had this, laid he, been the condudt or lan- 
guage of themfelvcs and their friends, inftcad of triumph and ex- 
ultation, then Parliament might have been led to think that the ne- 
cefiity which had originally induced them to confent to the fufpen- 
fion of the Habeas, was beginning to be lefs cogent, and might have 
liftcned w T ith a very favourable ear to the motion which was then 
before the Houfc. But none of all thefc things having been ever 
alledged in the debate, be thought himfelf bound, by every principle 
of public duty, to negative the motion at the prefent jundturc. 

Mr. FOX faid, that, if a perfon, unacquainted with the rules of 
proceeding in that Houfc, had liftcned to the fpeech juft delivered, 
he would have thought he had heard a learned Serjeant pleading 
for a new trial ; an inflammatory orator exciting to war, by a de- 
clamation on the ftatc of France ; or, an admirer of the Conftitu- 
tion oppofing fome motion for altering the Government: but it 
would never have come into his head, that the fpeaker was attempt- 
ing to prove the neccflity or the ufc of continuing the fufpenfion of 
the Habeas Corpus adt. On this, which was in fa& the whole 
queftion in difpute, not one word had been faid by his learned 
friend. Whenever the repeal of that fufpenfion was propofed, the 
proof lay all on die fide of Miuifters , for^ if they could not prove. 
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that to continue the fufpenlion was abfolutcly ncccffary, it ought not 
to be continued for a moment. They were bound to do more 
they were bound to prove that it was ufeful. But, of what ufe 
could they now prove it to be ; or what good purpofe could they 
Ihew to be anfwered by it ? Had they difeovered a new treafonable 
confpiracv ; or, having failed in their firft attempt to prove treafon, „ 
did they know of any new perfons fit to be taken up on the okl 
plot, and on whom a fecond experiment might be madc,^^ifDet- 
ter hope of fuccefs ? It was afkcd, Wherein the difference confided, 
between the ftatc of the country when the Sufpenfion Acjp was paffed, 
and its prefent ftate ?— — It confiilcd in this, that Minifters had pro- 
fecuted the perfons whom they confidcred as the principals in the 
allcdgcd conspiracy ; that, w ith refpeft to fome, they had failed in 
, eftablifhing the charge, and, with refpeft to others, declined pro- 
ceeding. They were now called upon to fay what object they cx- 
petted to obtain, by continuing the fufpenfion ; for their old object 
was gone. Would they lay, that they had profecutcd the wrong 
perfons the conlpiracy exifled, although they had been mif- 

taken as to who were the confpirators ; and that they meant ftill to 
, go on profecuting ? They could not fay fo, for die effedt of the 
verdicts of not -guilty, at lealt the prudential effedt, as appeared by 
their own condudt, was, that not a Angle perfon was now under 
profecution on account of the fuppofed confpiraey. It w'as unwor- 
thy of the talents of the learned Serjeant to attempt influencing the 
Houle by arguing as if it w ere intended to fet up the dccifion of a 
juiy as paramount to die authority of Parliament. Was the fuf- 
penfion of the Habeas Corpus adt a tjueftion of general legiflation ?— • 

, He feared it was ; for from what he had heard there was too appa- 
rent an intention to render it perpetual. , But on a particular cafe, 
which Parliament, by what fomc thought fufficient ground for a . 
temporary mealurc, had been induced to adopt, would it at all de- 
rogate from their dignity to \icld to the decifion of juries, perhaps 
more in the habit, and better fitted fur the inveftigation of evidence, 
at) d with more evidence before them ? With the learned Serjeant 
he did not, in one point of view, love to contend, becaufe there 
Was no man for whom pcrfonally, and qn account of conftitutional 
principles on moft fubjedte, he felt more refpedt, and few men 
poffdTcd greater powers of rea foiling. But in another point of view 
. he loved to contend with him, bccaufe in general he fluted his ad- 
versary's argument fairly. Hence the argument of the learned Ser- 
jeant, and that of his learned friend (Mr. Erlkine) as flated by 
him# were by no means incompatible, and both went in fadt to 
fopport the motion. The jury acquitted Hardy, either becaufe they 
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did not find a treafonable confpiracy made put by “the evidence,^ or 
bccaufc they did not find that Hardy was implicated in the confjpi* 
racy. Now he contended with Mr. Erfkine, that they acquitted 
him on the former rcafon ? Why ? Becaufe all the papers alluded 
to by the learned Serjeant were figned by Hardy, or brought home 
to him as a party, and if the jury believed that thofe papers contained 
proofs of treafon, they’ could be under no difficulty in finding that 
* 2 ia£dy was an accomplice in that treafon. Which was it more 
cafy ^imagine, that the jury did not think the papers amounted to 
proof of treafon, or that they could not read Hardy’s name at the 
bottom dt them ? The learned Serjeant in a fpeech chiefly, dedicated 
to lhew the treafon contained in thofe papers, appealed from the 
Jury to the Houfc — “ Here,” faid Mr. Fox, “ let me adore die 
trial by jury ; when this fpcech was made to another jury (Thel- 
wall's), a fpecch which has been to- night received with fuch plaudit** 
that we feemed ready ire pc dibus in fententiam y it was anfwered with 
a cold Not Guilty . Such would have been my ^erdiQ: had I been 

in their place ; fuch will ever be the judgement of men confulting 
their conference and not their paflions. But fiich is the partiality 
of the learned gentleman for his own chain of reafoning, that he 
will rather believe the jury blind to the name of Hardy, at the 
bottom of the papers he figned, than deaf to his arguments that 
thefe papers were full of treafon.'’ Mr. Erfkine, he contended, 
had renounced no part of what he maintained, as the law of treafon 
on the trials. But it was faid he had not refted the defence on that 
alone, which, if true, would have ' been conelufivc — if he had 
omitted any point that could be urged, he would, in fuch a cafe,- 
have failed in his duty to his clients. It was laid from the Bench 
that the argument of Hardy's not being implicated in the confpiracy, 
fuppofing the confpiracy to be proved, had been but little relied 
upon by his Counfcl, a ftrong prefumption, at leaft, that^thc ver- 
did! of the jury was founded on their difbelief of 3 treafonablc 
confpiracy, on the law' of treafon, for difculfing which at large* a 
proper time would come ; he fliould only fay now, that he main- 
taincd/rfic dodlrinc of his learned friend (Mr. Erlkinc), and with 
Lordf Coke, that Jadicandum ic gibus non exemplis. He reprobated 
Mi/ Windham’s doctrine of making old laws apply to new cafes 
bf conftrudtion, which, lie faid, had made the learned Serjeant 
ffhuddcr, which no Jury, no Judge, he hoped, would ever adopt, 
1— [Mr. Windham faid, he did not mean that Juries fliould go 
farther than conftru£tion was warranted by precedent.]— Neither ' 
precedent nor authority would fanflion the kind of conftrudtion 
which the right honourable gentleman had talked of, and he would 
recommend to his attention the advice of Lord Hale, viz. That i£ 
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cufes flioultl arife not within the letter of the treafon, it would 
lie the wifeft way to confult Parliament, and to be very wary of 
making conftru&ive treafons by parity of reafontng: for if that 
pta&ice were once adopted, no man could know where it would 
end# Prophetical was this expreflion, and to this law he adhered ; 
for if it were not law, there ought to be art A& of Parliament de- 
daring it to be fo. The inqueft of a Grand Jury was fccret, arid," 
on ex parte evidence. The very nature of its functions toqk-fo^iti 
the authority of its decifion. The finding of a Grand^ury was 
not, even in law, a bar to an adlion again ft a malicious pfofecutor ; 
much lefs could it be adduced as a proof of legal or moral guilt 
againft the acquittal of a Petty Jury. Before a Grand Jury wit** 
nefles might be brought, (he meant not to infinuate that fuch had 
been the cafe in the late profecutions) that no profccutor would dare 
to produce before a Petty Jury, where they were to be crofs-cxa- 
mined, confronted with other witnefles, and their chara&crs invef- 
tigated* A Grand Jury might be deceived, not only with refpeft 
to the appearance ©f guilt againft an individual, but even with re* 
fpeft to the exiftcncc of the crime charged. It was not by any 
means ncceflary that the Judge or the Jury fhould have faid that 
' the proof of the confpiracy had failed the moment the evidence for 
the profecution was elofed, although he fhould have felt no difficulty 
in faying fo. They might think that there were matters which re-> 
quired explanation on the part of the prifoncr, and therefore hear his 
defence, and when they had heard it, they could not refufe to hear 
the reply on the part of the profecution. But were he to give up 
this part of the argument, and admit the confpiracy, how would 
the matter ftand ? There would then be a confpiracy without con- 
fpirators. Gentlemen of fuch acutencfs as to define and divide our 
fucccffcs in the campaign could eafily conceive the abftraft of a 
confpiracy without confpirators, like Crambc in Martinus Scrible- 
rus, who (wore he could form the idea of a Lord Mayor, not only 
without his furred gown and gold ch jin, but without body, parts, 
or colour, which he conceived to be the very abftraft of a Lord 
Mayor. If they had tried every man and woman in thc'Mngdom, 
and found that none of them were accomplices, this abftra^t of a 
Confpiracy could not be very formidable. They had not dor c this 
in form/ but they had done it in fadl . They had charged cci rqin 
perform with confpiring together, and with other perfons unknown. 
Some of thefe they had tried, and the Juries returned vcrdi&s yf 
not guilty. If they thought thefe verdi£ls wrong, why did the$ 

' not go on l Why did they fuffer others to be acquitted, without ^ 
attempting to prove the charge, againft whom they had as good, if • 
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ij not better evidence ? All the guilt mud now lie with the perfbna 

'' Unknown, Did they .mean to drag thefe perfons to light, and briiig 
them to trial ? they would not pretend they did. They ccafcd to 
profecute, becaufe they were fatisfied they could not conviA. They 
had therefore virtually acquitted every man and woman in the king* 
dom, except the few whom the J urics acquitted, of this treaibnable 
ronfpiracy, and nothing but the abftradt of it left. Was it to guard 
gainft the abftradt of a confpiracy, that the Habeas Corpus adt was 
toSsm^n fufpended, and the people deprived of the belt fafeguard 
of theirfl^rties ? A right honourable gentleman (Mr. Windham) 
had given 5a explanation of his former words, acquitted fckn 9 but 
an explanation as unfatisfadtory as the expreffion itfclf, and aikod 
how others could rejoice in fucli acquittals r — “ For my own part/* 
faid Mr. Fox, “ I hardly remember when I felt joy more nearly ap- 
proaching to exultation than on thefe acquittals. I rejoiced that the 
country was refeued from the foul ftain attempted to be fixed upon 
it ; I rejoiced that we had efcaped from the perils of conftrudrive 
tieafon ; I rejoiced that the people would fee through the flanders 
by which they had been deluded into a ruinous war ; and, as I be- 
lieve they have done, more in confequcncc of thofc acquittals than 
of any other circumftancc, recover from their delufion, and wilh 
the war at an end.” — A man, it was faid, might be acquitted on 
a mifnomcr, or a flaw in the indictment, which would be no proof 
of his innocence ; — Granted ; but was either the cafe in the trials 
for treafon ? To what end then were fucli grounds of acquittal al- 
luded to ? A man charged with picking a pocket might be acquitted 
for want of legal evidence, and yet nobody doubt of his guilt;— 
True— becaufc men charged with fuch offences might have fo con- 
cealed their actions, that although their guilt was believed, there 
could be no proof cither of the act or the intent. But was this the 
cafe of any of the perfons charged with treafon r — Was proof want- 
ing of their actions, their words, nay, almoft of their thoughts ? In 
Thclwall’s trial, a letter had been produced, written indeed by him, 
but never fent to, or feen by, any perfon, till his papers were fearchcd* 


This reminded him of the unpublilhed papers produced as evidence 
on the trial of Algernon Sydney, a circumftancc which, perhaps, 
more than b$s merit, great as that was, had endeared his name to 
pofterity ; ™ r it was one of the molt valuable qualities of our nature 
to aferib^merit where we law peri edition, Every thing done, faid, 
or written by the prifoners, had been brought again! t them ; the 
Jury mlft have acquitted them, became they could not fo qualify 
their a/s, as they were qualified in the indictment ; and therefore 
.their /'quittal was a complete declaration of their innocence. A 
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jwy, it was faid, was bound to acquit when doubtful. The Houle 
was now fitting as a Jury on the palladium of the liberty of the 
fubjed, and furely ought in this to imitate the condud of a Jury, 
that they would not decide againft it without clear proof. It was 
faid, that to fufpend the operation of it would fave the neccffity of 
twinging other perfons to trial. Juft fuch was the defence of Let t res 
de Cachet in France. They were only to fave the neccflitv of bring- 
ing people to trial ; but they might do this for the whole life of thp? 
prifoner. He lamented to hear men whom he efteemed, 
thcmfelves to fpcak of fuch things with patience. r 

When the late Lord Camden, a man dcfervcdly popular, and 
to whom as a conftirutional lawyer, the country had great obliga- 
tions, once defended a mcafurc of Government as being only a forty 
days tyranny, how much indignation did the expreflion excite ? 
Even from fuch a man, Englifti ears could not endure to hear of a 
forty days tyranny. But now, men could talk without a blufh of 
fufpendi ng the fifcguard of the fubjed againft capricious or miftaken 
imprifonment tor any length of time. It was faid that gentlemen who 
would not allow the verdidts of Englith juries to he impeached, had 
thought thcmfelves at liberty to treat the verdids of Scots juries 
with very little refped. When Scots juries ftiould be ameliorated 
and put more nearly on the fame footing with Englith juries, their 
verdids would be entitled to equal deference. When, however, 
he read the trials of the two perfons convicted of high treafon in 
Scotland, if, indeed, if was not an abufe of words to call the trial 
of Downie a convidion, he had flattered himfolf that all alarms 
about treafon were at an end. , In Scotland, where the Houfe had 
been taught to believe that the growth of treafon was moft formi- 
dable, he found that nothing like treafon could be proved againft 
more than one obfeure man ; that this man had been in the pay of 
Government for giving information againft others ; and that, dif- 
gufted with his employers, or more probably with the view of en- 
hancing the price of his difeoveries, he had endeavoured to enflam« 
the minds of thofe with vyhom he affociated, and to provoke them 
to criminal exccffes. What was the oonfcqucnc*? that he was 
almoft immediately abandoned, and his condud reprobated by the 
veiy perfons he attempted to miflead, and at laft fcllyhc vidim ol 
his own violence and treachery. When he read all tos, he was 
perfuaded that men muft fee how unfounded their alarms'iuid been. 
But the very cxiftcnee of Minifters depended upon alarmsji By t 
falfe alarm of the erown being in danger, they had originaily come 
into office ; by falfe alarms they had maintained thcmfelves ir^ office 
and melancholy it was that foipc of thofe who expofod tlicif^carlj 
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artifices with the grcatcft zeal and ability, had fince joined in fill* ; 
tng up the cry. Their whole condudl had been one tiffue of alarms J 
not a moment had they differed to pafs, not an incident to occurs 
without agitating the minds of the people by the moft in- 
flammatory declamations on fomc imaginary danger. WelL had his 
honourable friend who made the motion (Mr. Sheridan) in a ftyle 
of eloquence, of which he knew, not how to fpeak in adequate 
terms, deferibed their expedients of calling out the militia, fud- 
l denly convoking Parliament, marching cavalry from the country .to 
the c.i^tal, and fortifying the tower, to give a colour to their alarm 
of inturrr&ions in 1792. Were any of thefe hidden infurredtions 
proved on the trials for high treafon ? Not one. Why i Bc- 
caufe they never had any exigence but in the imagination cf the 
deluders and the fears of the deluded. “ When,” faid Mr. Fox, 
u we complain that they arc undermining the conftitution which 
they would be thought to favc, they font from defence to afccufation, 
they charge us with intending to fubvert the Conftitution, and 
Cxultingly a Ik, 

£ha’s tulerit Gracchos dc feditione qncrentes ? 


When they arc conftantly dinning in our cars that the example of 
the French people ought to put us on our guard againft the liccn- 
tioufnefs of the Englifli people, and calling upon us to prevent li- 
centioufncfs by cutting down every fence of liberty, we have furely 
a right to fay, that the example of foreign dcfpotifm ought to put 
us equally upon our guard againft the incrcafing power of the crown. 
In what inftance, they demand, has the King of England been 
made more like the tyrants of the continent ? I anfwer, by tht 
Alien Bill, by the Traitorous Corrcfpondence Bill, by the fufpen- 
fion of the Habeas Corpus A 61 . Are thefe light or trivial inftances, 
or how many more do they mean to give us r Have they yet deigned 
to tell us, or do their incurable and increafing alarms point out 
where they may be expefted to flop ? Thus, with their ufual in- 
jultice, they charge us with intending to do what they, on pretext 

B us, are conftantly doing. The Diffentcrs, formerly, 
aft as perilous to the family on the throne as at pre- 
i the firmeft friends of the Conftitution, are now re-* 
ts enemies, as meditating nothing lefs than the fub- 
lurch and State, and the deftrudtion of private pro- 
Diffcnters endeavour to repci the charge by rational 
peaceable demeanour. An orthodox and loyal mob 
1 them by burning their houfes, menacing their per- 
ridering their property. Why is it that men,* in other 
Y 
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refpefts of acute mind and found judgement, cannot fee to 'which 
fide the charge of infurreftion and anarchy properly belongs ? It 
is bccaufc their underftandings arc blinded by cxccAiyc fondnefs for 
a fyftem of Tcafoning of their own invention ; bccaufc the na-» 
tural love of our intellectual offspring is a* powerful as our 
love of the offspring of the body ; bccaufe real dangers make no 
impreflion, when compared with the phantoms of a drftempcred 
imagination/’ The reparation between him and many of thofc, 
with whom he had long acted in politics, and been connected by 
the dear ties of private fiicndfhip, no man ^nild lament more 
(inccrdy thin he did. Thofe who had lately given a great acccl- 
fion of abilities and charafttr to the cabinet, he wms pcrfuai! \i, had 
been influenced b) no pcrfonal views, but had acted as thev thought* 
would be moft advantageous to tluir countiy. But while he did 
jufiicc to thcpurityoftlu.ii motives, he could not help obferving, 
tliat they had given a deadly blow to public confidence in public 
men ; a vuy ilrioiis evil to the public in his opinion. They 
weakened all the reuproc il ticA, l) which men, who differed on 
particular points, as all nun ol hbaal an 1 active mind* mult ever 
do in fomc degree, were enable 1 to aft together on a general ijftcm 
of jxditie.s, the only mode in which the government of this or any 
other countiy could Ik iondu/li h They, however, had afted 
fiom thi it own conviftion ol the heft nuans of avuting the dangers 
with which thej im ginid the coiin‘iy to be thicatmul; and would, 
he hoped, do him the jufticc to brieve that in adhering to the courfc 
they had long purlutd in ctnt\rt with him, his motiws wen. 
cquallv lioneff. It was difficult, he k:uw, in the prefen t inflamed 
(late of men* rmruK, for pcrfonal fiicndfhip to furvivc political 
union; but what kerned difficult vva> not always impoflible, a net 
nothing confluent with his fenfe of duty to the public fliould be 
wanting, onhispait, now to give m inffance. For many of the m 
he entertained the moll finccre pcrfonal regard ; and with one, in 
particular, the noble Karl appointed his Mijeffy’s reprefentativc in 
Ireland (FitzwiUi.imj, he had cherilhcd a fricndfhip from his 
earlieft youth, which matured by long intcrcourfc, u. Icaicd by mu- 
tual kindne ft, \<as entwined with his very habits of thinking, and 
which nothing but the utmoft violence could ever tear \from his 
breaft. Every time the propriety of fufpcrrding the Habe. s Corpus 
aft was called in queftion, king, as Minifters thcmfclvu were 
obliged to c nkls, not a permanent but a temporary mcafurc,lthey 
were bound to (hew tlvat it was Itill neeeflary. He would appeal 
triumph ntly to every man who had liflcncd to the debate, whtyher 
or not a linglc argument had been adduced to (hew that continJ^hg 
liie fufpi nfion was of any ufc.c— Was it treafon they were afraid < 
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Where did it lark r Every ftep they had taken lince the fufpen- 
fion of the Habeas Corpus aft ferved only to prove that the allege- 
tions of treafon were unfounded. Were they afraid of fedition or 
mifdemeanor ? Over thefe the fufpenfion gave them no more poorer 
than they had before, for its operation was reftrifted to treafon 
only. — Many of the papers produced on the trials had been read in 
the debate, which, thole who read them, maintained to be indif- 
putahlc proofs of treafon. Many of thofe papers, with very little 
alteration, he would fubieribc. That which propofed calling ge- 
neral meetings to prevent certain unconftitutional meal arcs fpecified, 
from being palled into laws, lie would fign. Thofe with whom 
he had formerly afted, the friends of the late Marquis of Rocking- 
ham, had always maintained and aftivcly inculcated the propriety 
of calling meetings of the people in their refpeftive towns and di- 
ftricls, to difeufs important matters pending before Parliament, and 
make known to Parliament, as far as it could be collected, the opi- 
nion of the people at large. — The paper fetting forth the time 
feemed not to be far diftant when tyranny mull be relifted by force, 
he would alio iign, but not without fomc correction, for he wa$ 
for from looking to the event, as the writer pro&ffed to do, without 
fear. If fueh a incafure as a Convention Bill were to be intro- 
duced into Parliament, thofe who fhould call public meetings to 
oppofe it, by collecting and declaring the general fenfe of the coun- 
try, would act not only innocently but meritorioufly. We dwelt 
on the crimes committed under the name of liberty in France, till 
\vc could fee no danger but from one extreme, or were ready to 
pardon every outrage and exccfs committed on the other. Why 
were the errors or th.c crimes of a people trained under the yoke of 
defpotifm, to no ideas of juftiec or humanity, but the will, caprice, 
or paffion of the ftrongeft, to be charged upon the friends of rational 
liberty, as things, which they approved and wifhed to introduce ? 
A majority of that Houfe had voted for the abolition of the Have 
trade. If the negroes in our Iflands were to emancipate themfelves 
by force, ; .*ho did not fee to what exccfs Jbeings degraded by a 
fyftem (jfif oppreflion below the ftandard of rcafon, and almoft of 
hu map, -nature, would carry their power of acting for themfelves, 
or h dreadfully they would retaliate upon their former matters ? 

^Vould any man affirm the cruelties they might commit to be 
inherent in the natives of Africa, much lefs that every one of the 
majority who voted for the abolition of the Have trade, wifhed them 
jt/bc committed ? Between what England now was/ and what 
France was before the revolution, there could be no refemblance. 
f ^Qur- people were inured to very different habits, and trained to 

Ya - — 
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very different feelings. Our Conftitution, maimed and mangled 
as it now was, differed lefs from a Republican than from any dcf. 
potic form of Government ; lefs from the Government of America 
than from that of Ruflia or Pruflia. When gentlemen talked of 
Monarchy in Great Britain as the fame in fubftancc with Monarchy 
in moft parts of the continent of Europe, they put a change upon 
us by fubftituing the name for the thing. Our Conftitution was a 
Republic in the juft fenfe of the word ; it was a Monarchy founded 
dn the good of the people, in a race elefted by Parliament, the rc- 
prefentative of the people ; limited in its functions and eontroled 
in the cxercife of thofe funftions by the united wdfdom of thcn:tion 
for the general benefit of the nation. Let us return to the old max- 
ims of adminiftering fuch a Government ; let us remember that 
the attachment of the people to the Conftitution was not to be fc- 
cored by alarm and terror, but by praftical experience of the bicf- 
iings derived from it ; that wars of fpeculation, whether undertaken 
with the view of making conqucfts or extirpating opinions, were 
always oppreflive to the greater part of the people, generally fruitiefs, 
and fometimes ruinous ; that peace promoted commerce, commerce 
encouraged induftry, induftry gave plenty, and plenty content. — ■ 
Thcfe were maxims fo old and fo trite, that no man cared to dwell 
upon them, for fear of being told that he w r as repeating what he 
had learned of his nurfe. But they were not the left true for being 
trite ; and when men fuffered themfclves to be hurried away by a 
fet of new-fangled notions diametrically oppofitc, could not be re- 
peated too often. If we perfifted in the other courfe, we muft go 
on incrcafing our debt till the burden of our taxes became intole- 
rable ; that boafted Conftitution which wo wore daily impairing, 
the people would eftimate, not by what it once had been, or w r as 
Hill afferted to be in the declamations againft anarchy, but by its 
practical effects ; and we (hould hardly efcape the very extreme wc 
were fo anxioufly defirous of ftiunning. The old Government of 
France was furcly provided with fuificient checks ^yer the liccn- 
tioufnefs of the people ;* but of what avail were thofe checks when 
the ambition and prodigality of the Government hao^xhaufted 
every refourcc by which eftablilhed Governments can be ^ported r 
Minlfters attempted to fix upon others the charge of inflation, 
while they themfclves wore, every feflion, making greater innova- 
tions than that which they now called the moft dreadful of alii viz. 
- a reform in the representation in Parliament. But it was theVifa- 
tuation of the day, that while fixing all our attention upon Fra) 
we almoft confidcred the very name of liberty as odious, nothing 
the oppofite tendency gave us the lead alarm* Thofe who 
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become converts to this new fyftcm, faw nothing but Royallfts ill 
France and Republicans in England. God grant they could but 
invert the telefeopc, fee with the eves of reafon, and underftand 
with the underftandings of unprejudiced men. 

The MASTER OF THE ROLLS infifted that the farts 
which had been brought to light, on the late trials, proved the 
evidence of a treafonable plot beyond all doubt, and therefore, ju- 
ftified the preamble to the bill for fufpending the Habeas Corpus 
act ; but he would not blame the juries who acquitted the prifoners 
on that charge, as he had no doubt they conducted themfelvcs con- 
feientioufly. A Conventional AlTcmbly inftituted by any body of 
people in this country, for choofing their own Government, or mak- 
ing th.'ir own Lius, he maintained wnstreafon, and, therefore, he con- 
tended that the plot which the Secret Committee had declared to exift 
for the purpofe of overturning our Government, artually had ex* 
ifted to the extent they had averted. In the fyftcm of fpies and 
informers, fo loudly condemned, he declaimed having any concern ; 
he was confident that thofe who conduced if, had adfed with ho- 
nour, and from a regard to the fafety of the country. 

Mr, THOMPSON faid he ftioald not have prefumed to have/ 
fpoken on this motion, the fubjert of which had been fo fully and 
ably difeufled by foine of the greateft ftatcfmcn and lawyers in this 
kingdom, but that he conceived it to be a queftion equally intelligible 
to the meaneft as to the greateft capacities, and only involved this 
Ample queftion, vi/,. whether we ftiould be freemen or flaves? 
There may be times, when it might be neceflary and advifeable to 
forego a pare of our liberties to fecure them permanent and entire, 
but at the prefer. t moment, our lituation called for no fuch fa- 
crificcs; and he was decidedly of opinion, that it would be nccct 
farv to inftitutc a new committee, to conlidcr the expediency of a 
continuation of the prefent cxiiting fufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus 
art, before any perfon could oppufc the prefent motion. He Cud 
it was not the intention of the Convention, propofed to have been 
called bv ae Conftitutional Society, either to have made laws for 

w i 

thcmfeb.bs, or to have overturned the Britifh Government, and 
theref e the aflferted plot had no exiftence ; befides, if the conf. 
pirae; had cxiftcd, the confpirators might have been tried and pu- 
ni'ncd, without fufpending the Habeas Corpus art. Hedeferibed 

J wretched ftate of individuals who had been confined in confe- 
ree of unguarded expreffions, and wlio had afterwards been 
:hargcd without trial or red refs. He deprecated in ftrong terms 

many outrages againft the liberty of die fubjert which had taken 
. place, to his knowledge, in different parts of the country, particu- 
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I^rly by inferior magiftrates lincc the bill palled. One circumftancc 
had occurcd very lately, which he thought it neccffary to ftatc in his 
place.— -He went to the Public Office in Bow-ftreet, where an .ap- 
prentice w r as brought for Healing from his nutter an old fcafFolding 
board, originally valued at nine pence. The nutter informed 
Mr. JufticcBond, that he was willing to foiglvc him, and the juttico 
told him fo, adding that mutt ferve the king as a folditr. Major 
£.eefon’s ferjeant was called in, and the lad was told thit he mutt 
enlift with this officer: lie faid he would not, he had an agtd 
mother whofe foie fupport depended upon his labour, and he could 
not think of leaving her to Itarve. The juttiec then laid, take 
him into cuftody, he ffiall be lent as a loldier ; and the lad was 
dragged \y in this ffi .Tieful and itt'-gil manner, lie (Mr. 
Thom fun, ui 1 *\ a * is Grange liw ; and fomebody who heard him 
repeated his w'oros to ju * , w T » ' rttkd out in a voiev- of autho- 
rity, Wlio laid fo ? I, faid I, a r of Pailiament did. He 

faid I mutt know that the King wanted men. I 1 lid he did, and 
I was afraid mutt want nnny more if this ruinous war continued, 
but that this was not the w ay to get them ; fending nun to the 
fitld, I confidercd as fending them to the (laughter houfc, and 
that fuch a proceeding was fcandalous and illegal. Mi. Bond faid, 

I might invdtigate the bufinefs in the Houfc of Commons, but he 
would deride there, and that lie had his inttiudions in a circular 
Jetter from the Sun aary of Stale, and the Lords of the trufur) . 
He hoped His Majeitj\ Mini!\rs would difown having ever font 
fuch a letter, and that thc\ would inquiic into the whole affair, 
for he thought that jf fuch meafuns wuc puifutd, His Majetty 
would foon not only want loldiers, but would loon want fubjeds ; 
and he lamented the fad, that in this count iv, an office inftituted 
for the purpofe of adminiftciing juttiec, (h juld be conurkd into 
a crimping houfc, and that the mngiftiaie fh*»uld dchend fo the cm* 
plovmcnt of a ciimp. 

Mr. MILB WKK faid, he had voted originally jgiintt thefuf- 
pentton of the Habeas Corpus ad, as he w convinct^no plot ex- 
ilied i and even tliofe who contended for in exilic nee, Mie hoped, 
after what had been proved on the late trials, would admf^that the 
danger had been much magnified. He ntvei doubted induj, that 
in an age when two great revolutions had taken place fo ncar^ach 
other, men in this country might wiffi to bring about a revolution 
here, but he never believed their numbers to be great, nor die, he 
tljink the people were difpofed to fecond their view s. He condemi^d 
the new fafhion of traducing the inftitution of juries in this count, 
by difapproving their verdicts ; and he trufted no Miniftcr wuulift 
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. cvct* make a repeated cuftom of fufpending the Habeas Corpus a5tj 
the principal fafeguard of the liberties of Englifhmen.. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE faid, that notwithftatiding the latetiefil 
of the hour, he could not fuffbr the divilion to take place without 
faying a word or two. So many gentlemen who had voted with hint 
the other night, had declared their intentions of now fupporting the 
honourable gentleman (Mr. Sheridan,) who had himfelf alfo coin- 
bined (as being of one defeription,) thofe who now wiflicd a period 
to be put to the war, and thofe who thought there had been no juft 
caufc for the alarms entertained for the internal peace' of the country* 
that he wiflicd to exprefs his decided oppofmon to the honourable 
gentleman’s morion, left he fliould be claffcd amongft thofe with 
whom he fliould be very forry to be thought to have affociatcd on 
fuch an occafion. Mr. Wilberforcc exprefled it as his determined 
judgment, in the prefent ftate of this country, that the true policy 
to be ohferved was by all fafe means to conciliate the minds of the 
well-intentioned part of the community on the one hand, and 6n die 
other to ftrengthen the hands of Government for the repreflion and 
punifhmcnt of the fadious. Thefc, he faid, it w 7 as impoflibleto 
convince of rlicir error ; if they were fo infallible of the bleffings" 
they enjoyed in this country, as to wifli to deflroy the Gonftitutiort 
by which they were derived to them, all that was left was to pre- 
vent the fueceft of their projects. He fa w no rcafon to believe that 
Government had abided the power committed to them, or he fliould 
not refill the prppofal for depriving them of it, before the legal term 
of its expiration. 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, he had no occafion to avail himfelf of 
the ufuai indulgence of the Iloufc, In replying to the arguments ad- 
vanced bv the other fide of the Houfe, for that night they had not 
brought one forward: they (hewed then delves afraid to grapple with 
the main queftion ; no attempt had been made to prove that a fut- 
ile i cat caufc had cxifted for the original fufpenfion, which h& did 
not think juftified even by the fears of Mr, Wilberforcc, left he 
fliould be fuppofed to have become a friend of the liberties of El** 
gliftimen. 'I^he rcafon of his troubling the Iloufc at that late hour 
was folcmn’v to afk Mr. Pitt, what would be the ftate of the coun- 
fry whicMic might think would give tiic act to us again; he wiflicd 
to know f the pofiible cafe which would re (tore to Britifli freemen the 
moft^-Iorious bulwark of their freedom. Ife wiflicd to know if the 
fufpenfion was to be renewed when the prefent a£t expired ; was it 
agaih to be hunied through the Houfe intone day ? Was it to ftand 
011/he old plot, or was a new' plot to be nude, or was the Habeas 
^rpus to bs again fufpended without any plot at all ? He thought 
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Minifters ought to declare, whether they intended the renewal, or 
What were the grounds upon which they intended to continue the 
fufpenlion of the a 61 . 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he did not intend by riling, to in- 
fringe the titles cftablilhcd in that Houfe, relative to Debates. As 
the honourable gentleman, however, had remarked, in fuch a tri- 
umphant tone, that no argument had yet been adduced againfl: him, 
it was neceffnry to obferve, that if this were the cafe, it was becaufc 
nothing had been advanced by the honourable gentleman that 
could produce any argument. The whole of the honourable gen- 
tleman s fpccch had only gone to endeavour to throw a (lur upon the 
proceedings of the Houfe in fufpending the ad. W;*h refped to 
giving that fufpenlion fome longer duration, he faid he could with- 
out difficulty ftatc that this would probably be needfary, in order 
to defeat that triumph, on cftablilhing rhofe principles which had 
been fo forcibly dated during the debate of that day. 

Mr. JEKYLL reprobated the conduit of the Minifter, who had 
admitted that to gratify his own fpleen, to obtain a pcrfotul triumph, 
he would withhold from the Bricilh people one of their deareft li- 
berties. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, it was neither to gratify his fpleen, 
nor to obtain a pcrfoual triumph ; but to obtain a triumph over the 
extraordinary line of argument, purfued by gentlemen on the other 
fide, in favour of thofc who had originally approved the caufe of 
fufpending the act, that fliould induce him to exert himfclf in pro- 
curing the continuance of its fufpenlion. 

Mr. MICHAEL ANGELO TAYLOR faid, the right ho- 
nourable gentleman had preferved himfclf in Adminiftration by li- 
belling men much better than himfclf. 

The queftion being called for, the Houfe divided ; when there 
appeared, 

For the motion, 41; Againll it, 185. Majority, 144. 


\ 


Lift of the MINORITY on Mr. SHERI DAN’s Motion for leave 
to bring in a Bill to repeal the A£t palled hft Sqjfion of Parlia- 
ment, for fufpending the Habeas Corpus Act. 

x Antonie, Lee 
i Anion, Thomas 
3 Aubrey, Sir John 
' 4 Burch, J. R. 


5 Byng, George 

6 Church, L B. 
. 7 Coke, T. W. 

8 Cokt, Edward 


9 Colhoun, Willing 

10 Courtenay, John|rv 

11 Curweu, C. 

12 Eilkinc, Hon. Thohww 

13 Featherfton, Sir Hen#/ 

14 Fitzpatrick, Rt. Honf R, 
1 j Fox, Right Hon, C.sJ. 
16 Francis, Philip ^ 
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17 Grey, Charles 

18 Hare, James 

19 Hai court, John 

20 Howard, Henry 

2 1 Jekyl, Jofcph 

22 St. John, St. Andrew 

23 Jcrvoifc, C, Jer voile 

24 L.itnbton, William Henry 

25 Long, Samuel 

26 Maitland, if on. Thomas 

27 M'LeoJ, General N. 

28 Milbanke, Ralph 

29 North, Dudley 

30 Limner, William 

Including the two Telle 


31 Pierfe, Henry 

32 Powlett, W. Powlett 

33 R 11 lid, Lord William 

34 Sheridan, R. B. 

3^ Spencer, Lord Robert 

36 Srurt, Charles 

37 Taylor, M. A. 

38 T/’ompfon, Thomas 

39 Tarletoi, General 

40 Vyner, Robert 

41 Vyner, R. junior 

42 Walwyn, James 

43 Whitbread, Samuel, jun, 

Mr. Sheridan and Mr. Whitbread. 


Tuejday , 6th January . 

Mr. MAURICE ROBINSON rofe to inform the Houfc, that 
he fhould not, unlefs the Houfc delired it, make the motion of 
which he had given notice. 

Mr. GREY faid, that as there would be to-morrow a Commit- 
tee on the Supplies of the Navy, Mr. Robinfon might then have a 
fair opportunity of afking any quefiions he might think ncccffarv, 
and of difeuffing any point on which he wifhed to be fatislied. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT requeued Mr. Robinfon at lcaft to Rate 
the object of his motion. 

Mr. ROBINSON Rated, that he had afkeda queR ion concern- 
ing the navy a few evenings pafl, and had been told that it was not 
proper for him to do lb, when no queftion was before the Houfc, 
and that he ought to produce a fpcci fie motion on the fubjedt. 

Mr. DUN DAS thought it ncccflary that the object of the mo- 
tion fliould be more fpeeifieally Rated ; that it might be known 
what fort of information die honourable gentleman wanted, in order 
that the perfons applied to might know whether diev could give the 
information required. 

Mr. ROBINSON faid, that his inquiry would relate to the 
conflrudlion of our marine ; he had been informed that the French 
fhips were mi 1 eh fwiftcr failers than ours ; of this he wiflied to know 
the caufe. Some other points it would be neceflary to have cleared 
lip. Several rumours had gained ground to the difadvantnge of our 
navy ; fuch rumours fhould be inquired into. In the King’s fpcech 
there was no mention of the navy ; this was another circumflance, 
which he fhould think ncccffary to difeufs. He was inclined, at 
prefent, to follow the plan fuggeRed by Mr. Grey. 

• The SPEAKER faid, that it was the cufiom of the Houfe, on 
Tol. XL. Z 



PARLIAMENTARY 


170 


A. 1795. 


a Committee of Supply, to permit gentlemen to put any queftion, 
and to difcufs any topic, relative to the bufinefs. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he would not have troubled the 
Houfe any farther, hail he not heard fomc expreffions rcfpe&ing ru- 
mours. Every one knew the bad effect that vague and general ru- 
mours, ftated indefinitely, were likely to produce. He was anxious 
to difcufs that fubjedt, and wifhed to have fomething more fpeeifie 
refpefting the rumours, than a mere unexplained allufion. 

Mr. ROBINSON dated, that it had been fuggefted to him, that 
notwithftanding the fignal viflory gained by Lord Howe on the fir ft 
Of June, the French had a fuperiority at fea. He alfo wifhed to 
know what could be the rcafon that a fleet, blocked up by Lord 
Howe in the Mediterranean, had been differed to cfcape, and the 
reafon likewife of the infufficiency of our navy in the Weft Indies. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT expreffed himfelf anxious to difcufs the 
fubjedt more particularly, becaufe lie was, of all others, the moll 
concerned in a pcrfonal view , and was equally adluated w r ith them 
by public motives. As far, faid Mr. Pitt, as I may be pcrfonally 
concerned, I have the ftrongeft wlfli that the Iloufc fliould be as 
well attended as pdliblc. But there arc fomc points in which the 
right honourable gentleman ftates the naVal fuperiority of the enemy* 
to which I Avail juft refer. After that glorious victory obtained by 
Lord IIowc, itivas neceffary that the Britrfli fleet fliould return to 
refit ; no time had been loft in preparing that fleet again for fea. 
Tt had failed, defying the enemy, and afferting its fuperiority in its 
dative element. But from thofe caufcs incident to the Marine of 
every State, the violence of the wind and the damage incident to 
autumnal cruizes, it had been neceffary to remain fomc time in 
port. With refpedt to another point which the honourable gentle- 
man had alluded to, namely, the cfcape of the French fleet which 
had been blocked up in the Mediterranean ; if that point were mi- 
nutely inveftigated, fo far from any blame attaching here, it would 
furnifli ratYtcf matter of furprife how that experienced officer who 
commanded had been able too keep th. t force blocked up for fo long 
a time. The other point to which the honourable gentleman had 
alluded was, our naval operations in the Weft Indies. In this 
quarter, he faid, it would be found that we had maintained our 
fuperiority. But all thefe points, the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
faid, would more properly come before the Houfe to-morrow when 
the fupplies fliould be under confidcradoir, and would furnifli caufc 
for farther inquiry, if it fliould be the opinion of the Houfe that 
any farther inquiry was neceffary. 

Mr. ROBINSON faid, that be thought the King's Speech would 
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furnifh Conftitutional grounds for a motion of inquiry, as nothing 
had been therein mentioned refpedting the navy. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT anfwered, that lie fhould not {brink from 
any inquiry which the honourable gentleman might think proper to 
faring forward. With refpedt to the obfervation that His Majefly’s 
Speech contained no mention of the navy, in that part of the fpcech 
which mentions the fupplies, the navy is neccffarily included; and 
there is another paffage, in which His Majefty fpeaks of his reli- 
ance on the valour of his forces both by fea and land.” 

Mr. FOX f.rid, that the Minifter had uttered fome words which 
he intended, no doubt, to be confidcred as a challenge for inquiry 
into the fubjedi of the navy, but from his conduct, there was no 
reafon to believe he was finccrely difpofed to do what he faid ; the 
manner in which he had conduced himfelf with regard to inquiries, 
gave no encouragement to any Member of the Houfe to move for 
any, for he had always, when his own conduit, or the conduit of 
any of his colleagues, had been moved to be inquired into, pom- 
poufly denied the fait that was alledgcd as a foundation for inquiry, 
refted it on his own allertion, and then infilled upon it, that no in- 
quiry was nccdlary. This had been the Miniflcr's praitice hither- 
to, and, Mr. Fox faid, he was afraid he could venture to foretel, it 
was thus he would ait with regard to the navy. He would firft 
loftily pretend to challenge inquiry, and then, if an inquiry was 
moved for, he would infill that no inquiry was neceffary. But, if 
the right honourable gentleman faw thus matter in its proper light, 
and had no reafon to fear the rcfult, he would find that he had every 
motive for himfelf, for his charaitcr, for his honour, for his per- 
fonal conned ions, and, above all, for the fatisfaition of the Public, 
to come forward, and to alk the Houfe to enter into this inquiiy. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that it was not regular to debate 
this point at prefent. One thing, however, he would fay, that he 
lhould confult his own honour much better by following the didtates 
of hi? own judgment, than any fuggeftions of the right honourable 
gentleman (Mr. Fox.) 

Tucfday, Jtb January. 

Mr. LAMBTON moved, “ That an humble Addrcfs ftiould 
be prefented to His Majefty, to give diredtions that there fhould 
be laid upon the table a rciurn of i’uch foreign troops as were at 
prefent in Britifh pay. And alfo, fecondly, a return of fuch troops 
of the I^cdtor of Hanover, the Landgrave of Hcfle-Caffel, the 
landgrave of Hcite-Darmftadt, as had fallen during the war.” 
lie faid that his reafon for making thefe motions, was in order tgt 

Z 2 



« 7 * PARLIAMENTARY A. 179^ 

(hcW the public the extraordinary expence with which the prefent 
fcale of operations was attended to the country. In addition to the 
fubfidy, about 30I. was paid for every foldicr belonging to the fub- 
lidrzcd powers, who fell during the war. At the ficge of Dunkirk, 
he underftood that not fewer than 3,500 Hanoverians in the cover- 
ing army of Marfhal Freytag, were killed in one day ; the lofs of 
whom would ooft tile Public nearly one hundred thouiand pounds, 
befidcs many more who had fallen in the courfe of the campaign. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT Hated, that he had no objection that the 
returns, which had been moved for, ffiould be produced. lie 
would only remark that the honourable gentleman was a little mif- 
taken with refp^ft to the film which he had mentioned. But Purely 
in an extended fcalc of operations, fuch as the prefent war required, 
a fum of a hundred thouiand pounds, given by the country, in or- 
der to defray the expence of replacing the troops who had fallen, 
was a confida ation which could no wa\s ;>o to affect the general 
reafoning on the fubjedh 

Major MAITLAND moved, (< That an humble Addmfs be 
prefented to Ilis Majefty, praying him to give directions that there 
fhould be laid upon the table, a icturn of the number ni Biitifh 
troops killed, wounded, and miffing in the laft campaign.*’ 

Mr. JEKYLL faid, that on a former night he had put a queftion 
to the Minitler, with rcfpect to the amount of the money paid to 
the King of Pruflla, and had received an anfwcr, that it amounted 
to i,aoo,oocl. He intended to have followed it with a motion 
with rcfpect to the number of troops employed by the King of Pruf- 
lla, in confequence of his treaty with this country; but was an- 
fwered, that there wxrc no official accounts on that particular head. 
Since then, upon looking into the treaty, he found, from the feventh 
article, that there were two Com mif boners to be appointed, one by 
the Dutch, and one by this country, in order to fee that the Popu- 
lations were properly fulfilled on the part of bis Prufiian Mindly. 
The right honourable gentleman would certainly have no objection 
to inform the Houfe who w\as the CommiiTioncr for this country. — 
It would then appear whether he had difeharged his duty, in mak- 
ing a proper return, or had been guilty of a ncglcdt in his public ca- 
pacity. If he had no return to make, the cafe would certainly be 
altered. The other night the right honourable gentleman had Hated, 
that he had a fort of general knowledge of the co-operation of the 
troops of his Prufiian Majefty, which had been of cflentr.il fcrvice 
to the common caufe. — This he muH either h^ve had from hcarfay, 
which would not be the rnoH regular way, or from the communica- 
tions of the CommiiTioncr. lie now meant to inquire, whether he 
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could not contrive to communicate this general fort of knowledge to 
tiie Houfe, by giving extra £ts from the written corrcfpondcncc of 
the Cummiflioncr, which might be blended with other matters that 
it might not be proper to communicate ; and therefore he only wifticd 
tor fueh ex t nidi s As the right honourable gentleman might deem ex- 
pedient to produce, fo that the Public might be fatisfied that their 
money had been properly applied, and that the King of Pruflia had 
duly fulfilled his (liare of the treaty. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that he would much rather that the 
honourable gentleman would put his propofirinn into the form of a 
fpccific motion. If the honourable gentleman meant that the Pruf- 
ii:m troops had immediately co-operated with the Britifh army on 
the Continent, they certainly had not ; but they wore employed on 
the frontiers of France, and fo far, in a way ufcful to the purpofes 
of the war. Government were in pollcffion of a certain degree of 
information, and perhaps the moft proper way in which the honour- 
able gentleman could put his motion would he, to apply for thebeft 
information which they could give on the fubjedt. 

Mr. J EKYLL. “ Was there, or was there not, a Commif- 
fioncr from this country i” 

Mr. Chancellor PITT. “ There was a noble Lord who was 
near the perfon of his Pruflian Majefty, though not in the capacity 
of a CommifliGncr.” 

Mr. JKKYLL then moved for fueh official documents, letters 
and extracts, as related to the active co-operation of his Pruflian, 
Majefty, in purfuanec of the terms of the treaty. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT objected to this motion, as relating not 
.to the amount of the troops, but to the mode of operation — one of 
thofc circumltanccs which it would not he proper to communicate. 
After feme convcrf ulon, the motion was withdrawn. 

Major MAITLAND remarked, that in his motion for the return 
of the lofs of Britifh troops, he had omitted thole taken prifoners. 
It was therefore to be underftood, that the motion was exaetty the 
fame as had been made laft year. 

Mr. JEKYLL then moved for an account of the number of 
troops employed by his Pruflian Majefty in purfuance of his treaty 
with this country, fo far as the fame could be afeertained. 

Mr. SHERIDAN afked, whether there was any objection to 
Jay before the Houfe the corrcfpondcncc of Lord Mahnelbury, in 
order to afeertain the moft material point, whether the King of 
Pruflia had kept faith with the country? Now that Minifters pro- 
pofed to give an immenfe fum to the Emperor, to induce him to 
continue his co-operation in the war, it was of confluence to fee 
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how far experience would warrant our reliance on the fidelity of 
Continental alliances, and the punctuality with which they fulfilled 
their engagements. The Miniftcr might lay that the King of Pruf- 
fia had forty 0 y fifty thoufmd men on the frontiers, but were thefe 
employed for the purpofes which the treaty ftipulated. — It might 
appear from the correfpond cnee of Lord Malmefbury, that he had 
remonftrated with the King of Pruffia on the circumftance of hav- 
ing neglefted to fulfil his engagements, and called upon him to make 
good his faith to this country, lie therefore movnl for fuch parts 
of his correfpondencc as might be communicated with ia-efy or pro- 
priety. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT laid, he hid much rather that the fub- 
jc£t fhould be brought forward for a feparatc difeuffion, than that 
the important bufinefs of the Jay fhould be interrupted, which gen- 
tlemen on the other fide had evprcffcd fo much eagernefs to bring 
forward. 

The SPEAKER Gated to Mr. Sheridan, that his motion w r as 
pretty much of the fame nature with that which had already been 
withdrawn, and would therefore come forward with more propriety 
on another day. 

The Houfc rcfolvcd itfclf into a Committee .of Supply. 

Moved, that a IninJied thoufind men be employed for the fe* 
fervice of the current year, including fifteen thoufand marines. 

Mr. MAURICE ROBINSON laid, that the honourable gen- 
tleman who moved the Addrefs had vatied from the courtly ftyle 
nfually adopted upon fuch occalions, and called upon gentlemen to 
fpeak out their minds. This was certainly a period which of all 
others demanded the exercife of that privilege. He fhould confider 
the country as greatly wanting to itfclf, if it djd not avail itfclf of its 
navy, and give to it its full ftrength. A ncgle& of the navy, he 
fhould confider as the greateft grievance under which the country 
could labour from the mifeondudt of adtniniftratjon. He here com- 
plained of what he underftnod to be a capital defect in the conftruc- 
tion of our fliips, namely, that in point of fpeed in failing, they 
were inferior to the French. This was a defeat produftivc of much 
inconvenience and mifehief, and called loudly for a remedy.— If lie 
wifhedtogive a foreigner an idea of the flrength, the magnificence 
and the glory of the country, lie would carry him, not to Somerfet- 
houfe, but to our dock -yards. lie thought it hardly ncceffary, in 
the Britifh Houfc of Commons, to enforce the importance of the 
navy, but he was forry to f.iv, he did not think fufficicnt attention 
had been paid to it during the prefent war. Inftead of fubfidiAinj? 
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the King of Pruflia* the money fo laid out might have been much 
tnorc profitably expended in augmenting the navy. 

Captain BERKELEY faid, that if the Lords of the Admiralty 
had been bound to anfwcr the queftions put to them by the honour- 
able gentleman, he fhould not have rifen ; but he felt it flcceffaiy 
to fay fomething, as the character of officers of the navy might fuffer 
from the greater expedition of French veffcls : this might probably 
have fometimes been the cafe. He was ready to adfnit that the 
conftru&ion of our (hips might be much altered for the better ; he 
did not, however, think that in general the French veffels failed 
better than the Englifh. If Mr. Robirifon had not ftated it fo ge- 
nerally, but given fome particular infhnccs, he might have been 
able more accurately to inveftigatc the point. He knew inftanccs, 
however, which proved that the reverie was true. In the year 
1 793 an Englifh fleet chafed fix French veffels, which were amongf 
the beft of their navy ; fcvcral of our fhips were coming up with 
them, and w’ould have done fo if bad weather had not prevented 
them. One was up with them, but was obliged, from the fame 
caufe, to return. Though finglc French (hips might fail better 
than ours, he could not allow that the French fliips failed better than 
the Englifh in a body. This perhaps was not the time during a 
war, to introduce any improvement into the conftruclion of our 
fhips : no improvement could take place with refpect to thofe already 
built, or thofe now on the ftocks. When there fhould be an op- 
portunity of introducing fuch improvement, he fhould think that 
the proper way would he, to imitate the examples of the French, 
to throw open the f object to the public at large, and to encourage 
the exertions of ingenius and fcientific men, bv holding out medals 
and premiums for the bed models. Whenever the fubjeit wa9 
brought forward by the landed gentlemen in that Houfc, he and 
the other Members in the naval profefTion, would, he was confident, 
lie happy to lend their affiitance. He remarked that though the 
French models were better than ours, flill our workmanfhip was 
fuperior, and he truffed when they fhould be called forth, we 
fhould be found to have better heads, as well as better hands, 
than the French. He could not help noticing what fell from a 
right honourable gentleman, Mr. Fox, on a former evening with 
refpcdl to the late Firft Lord of the Admiralty ; as a naval man 
he might be fuppofed to be able to form feme proper judgment on 
the queftion of that noble Lord’s public conduit. He was about to 
defend the character of one of the moft amiable of men from an at- 
tack that had been made on him ; he indeed fhould be ungrateful 
if he were not to do fo. One great circumftance urged agalnlt him ' 
% 
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was the capture of our merchantmen : Was it, however, certain, 
that thefe had not in general departed without convoy, and were 
what were technically called runners ? if fc, could it poflibly be the 
fault of the Firft Lord of the Admiralty ? befides, the underwriters 
were induced fometimes to infure fo largely as to render it almoft 
indifferent to the owners whether they loft their vcffcls or not. 
Another topic which had been infilled on was, that a fleet had not 
been fent out equal or fuperior to the French. If this had been the 
cafe, he fhould have been as ready to blame the conduft of the Ad- 
miralty as Mr. Fox, but the reverfe was the truth } for the fleet 
which went out under Lord Howe early in the year, was one of the 
fineft and beft appointed he ever faw ; and was fuperior to the Frencu 
by ten or eleven veffels. Great part was detached very properly 
by the Commander in Chief, to convoy one of the largcft and richeft 
fleets of merchantmen this country ever faw ; he believed as many 
as eight vcffcls were detached. Was it then the fault of the firft 
Lord of the Admiralty, that the intcreft of commerce required a 
large convoy r Even after this they were not inferior to the enemy, 
as the glorious event fufficicntlv proved. If this convoy had not 
been detached, we Ihouldhavc had no engagement witli the enemy, 
who would never have been induced to lace us fuperior as we were, 
and to rifk an a&ion, which terminated in the glorious vi&ory, fo 
Iavifhly praifed by gentlemen on the other fide. 

Mr. ROBINSON reprobated the treatment which he had met 
with in a former night from the Minifters, when he wi filed to put 
fome queries relative to the ftatc of the navy, arid they had at- 
tempted to crufti him by the united force of their fplendid clcquencc 
and overbearing influence, lie feemed principally to allude to Mr. 
Dundas, of whole want of feeond light in the duties of his numerous 
offices he complained. lie infilled on the fuperiority of the 
French in failing, which he faid had been attefted by the late Ad- 
miral Byron. 

Mr. FRANCIS faid, that the honorable gentleman (Capt. Ber- 
keley) had fpoke with great candour as to the defeats and the con- 
ftrudion of our (hips. He reprobated, however, the (lifting ion 
which he had made, when he talked of the landed gentlemen in 
that Houfe as the moll proper perfons to bring forward queftions 
relative to the ftatc of the navy, as highly unparliamentary. If 
any fuch diltindlion was to be taken, the mercantile representatives 
were furely more intcretled in every thing connedtcd with that lub- 
jfdt. He thought a time of war the molt fit for attending to the 
improvement of the conftrudlion of all fhips that might be»built for 
the fervice. The honourable gentleman had talked of his very 
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great obligations to the late Lord of the AdmW*jr : 
who, perhaps, had not received the lame obligations, di<j not taj^ 
of him fo favourably. But, if he was fo well qualified for the frui- 
tion as the honourable gentleman had reprefented him, it was very 
ftrange, that, after having for feme time filled that office, 
been turned out, in order to make ropm for another, who had yet 
his apprenticeship to ferve. 

Admiral GARDINER fuid, that from what had been' Seated, 
it might have been fuppofed that it was the duty of the Lords p£ thp 
Admiralty to attend to the conftrudtion of the (hips, whereas 
part of the bufmefs belonged to the Navy furveyors. He differed' 
in one refpeft with his honourable friend (Capt Berkeley). Frofjl 
what he had feen of the French (hips, he was prepared to. admit, 
that they failed fatter than ours. It was certainly the fad, that 
from the mode which they adopted, they were much better con* 
ftru&ed. When a (hip was to be built of a certain rate, premiuirp 
were offered for the beft models ; thefe were fubmitted to an Aca- 
demy of Sciences, and the model which was judged to be the moft 
complete was adopted. Since lie had been in the navy, which wi|$ 
now within a month of forty years, we had greatly improved in the 
conftruction of our fliips, in confequcnce of tho French prizes 
which we had taken ; and lie had no doubt we fliould continue to 
improve from the fame circumftance. If we wilhed to improves 
the conftru&ion of (hips ftill further, we would do well to imitate 
the French pra&icc, in holding out a premium for the beft models. 
He concluded with a panegyric on the diligence of the late Lord 
of the Admiralty. That noble Lord had made it his ftudy to dp 
his duty ; and, from an acquaintance with him for five years, - he 
would take upon him to fay, that no man was better informed with 
rcfpcfl to what related to his office. Nothing, he was allured, 
would give the noble Lord greater plcafure than an enquiry into tys 
public conduct. 

Captain BERKELEY explained his referring to country gentle- 
men as the moft proper to bring forward the (object of improving 
the conftrudtion of our (hips, as fuch a propofal might appear invL* . 
dious of originating from the naval officers. 

Mr, FOX dated, that he had been accord with having made 
an attack upon the character of the noble Lord lately at the head 
of t Hfc Admiralty. He had fo much intention ; h^ had indeed faid, 
that his public conduit was not fuch as appeared to him to deferve : 
approbation, but without the fmalleft feeling of pcrfonal difrefpe£t. 
He had laft feffion dated grounds for an enquiry into the conduct / 
of the noble Lord *; he had not lately made fo minute an enquiry 
Voin XL* A a 




PARLIAMENTARY 


A, 1795- 


foto particulars as he did upon that occafion, but he was prepared 
to ftate the general rcfult, that the captures of laft year exceeded 
the number of (hips taken within a iimilar fpace in any former war, 

, and exceeded alfo the proportion of the incrcafc of our commerce. 
It appeared to him that the navy ought to* have been increafed more 
3n the prefent war than in any former period.' But he was told, 
that from the increafc of opr commerce, we might expedt a greater 
number of (hips to be taken. If our commerce was increafed, it 
afforded alfo the means of increafing our navy, and thereby pro- 
viding an additional degree of fecurity. Though our navy, he 
confcfled, was large and rcfpe&able, ftill it was by no means what 
it ought to have been. At the commencement of the war, the 
French navy was weak, and it muft certainly appear from the re- 
fult of the naval operations, that our navy has not had that efteft 
upon the decifion of the conteft which it ought to have had, from 
its great fuperiority to that of the enemy. An honourable gentle- 
man faid, we had been lavifli in our praifes of the victory of the 
iff: of June ; we had only been juft. No man would accufe him 
with wilhing to detraft from the glory of that ; ftill, however, pru- 
dence (hould have didlated, that the Englifh (hould at leal! have 
been equal to the French. The French had at prefent in Toulon 
a fleet of fifteen fail, and it was a queftion whether it might not be 
equal to our fleet in the Mediterranean, which, from its long ab- 
fence, muff: now' be confiderably deficient in force and the number 
of its men, and he was forry to add, with rofpeA to Britifli feamcn, 
'In difeipline. He was told the noble Lord (Chatham) had been 
injured ; if fo, he muft have been by thofe who had put him out of 
~ office. He lamented that our naval exertions had been obftrudlcd 
by an oftentatious difplay of zeal in the land fcrvicc. Upwards of 
2 oh, he underftood, had been given fora mart; a circumftanoc 
which had grcaly injured the recruiting for the Navy, and which 
the country might afterwards have occafion to rue. It was the 
true policy of this country to encourage as many landmen as poflible 
to enter into the fea fervice. When he heard talk of an invafion, 
an event which he had not been secuftomed to regard with great 
apprehenfion, he muft own that he w'ould feel much more fecure 
from a certain fuperiority at fea, than from any number of land 
fore When to all die difafters %vc had experienced at fea, he 
rjytifded the glaring deficiency of intelligence, w-hich had appealed in 
?{& many inftances, he muft own that he could not give to the noble 
per(on lately at the head of the Admiralty, credit for all the dili- 
gence that had been afc‘rib.ed to him. He always underftood that 
tire French (hips failed (after than ours 5 in this idea he w r as con-? 
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'firmed by what had fallen from the gallant Admirah He had 
learned both from him and from the honourable Captain, that we 
owed to French models the improvements in the conftrudlion of 
our (hips. Wc were indebted to both of the gallant officers for 
bringing French prizes into our ports, and fo enabling us to im- 
prove by the fuperior ingenuity of the enemy. But it furely was 
not very flattering to the fcience, induftry, and glory of the country* 
to be obliged to improve by others, and to be content always to 
imitate. He was told that it did not belong to the Admiralty to 
attend to the conftru&ion of fhips. He did not care to whom it 
belonged ; he had a right to cxpedl attention to this particular 
from the executive Government. He always underftood that the 
Admiralty had the fuperintending power with refpedt to whatever 
related to the navy. He was entitled to afk them why meafurcs 
had not been taken fooner to improve the conftru&ion of our fhips. 
The time of war was urged as an aigument why thefe meafurcs 
could not be taken at prefent, the very circumftance which, in his 
mind, weighed mod powerfully that they fhould be adopted without 
lofs of time. lie was told that no improvement could be intro- 
duced with refped to fhips already built, or that wcie now upon 
the flocks ; but he fhould deem it a criminal ncgltd, if care was 
not taken to fet on foot the building of new fhips upon the improved 
conftrudion, w hit ever it was pofliblc, and this, he trufted, would 
be the firft mcafurt of the new Board of Admiralty. To all that 
he had ftated, he had heard ro other anfwtr than what had been 
give laft year, an enumeration of the fhips taken, including thofc 
we had got by capitulation, at Toulon. But it was not a plealing 
ciicumftance, that one of our own fhips of the line had fallen into 
the hands of the enemy, a circumftance which had not often hap- 
pened in foimcr w\irs to this country; only one had been taken 
during the whole courfe of the American war, ahd that had been 
retaken. With lefped to the Admiralty itfelf, the chara&cr of 
the noble Lord has been more injured by his colleagues than by 
any other perfon. It has been faid that nothing would be more 
pie ding to that noble Lord, than to have an inquiry inflituted w T ith 
refpefl. to his public condudh A general wifh of fhat fort has fo 
often been exprdlid, and the particular propolition when brought 
forward, defeated by fomc particular confidcration, tliat much ftrcfc 
will |iot now be laid on fuch a declaration. If the noble Lord was 
indeed the able and diligent thara&cr he has been held out, it can 
only be faid that he had the moft injurious colleagues, and the moft 
ungrateful public, fincc the former muft have confcntcd to remove 
him fionv a fituation which he occupied with fo much credit, a pd 
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perhaps to change was ever fo generally approved by the latter. Mr. 
Fox concluded that the navy of England was of more importance 
now* than at any former period. The whole of the campaign 
ought to teach Minifters the ineflicacy of military operations. He 
h&d been told that there werefltips ready to be fent to fea, if they could 
gfct perfons to man them. He trufted that this was not the fadl, 
and that fteps would be taken immediately to procure more (hips and 
more men for the fervice, and that no diminution of the military 
force would be conlidercd as too great a facrifice, in order to extend 
the fcalc of our naval exertions. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS taking notice of feme ot the observa- 
tions of Mr. Robinfon, relative to the right of every Memurr to 
call for information from the fervants of the Crown, admitting that 
right, and reje&ing all idea of endeavouring to prevent it, proceeded 
to juftify himfelf as to attention to his duty in the Navy Pay-Office, 
for which, he trufted, the Houfc would o\cufc him when they te- 
fle&ed how nrcefiary it was to prevent the effect which infinuationa 
might otherwife produce, With regard to what had been faid by 
the right honourable gentleman on the oppolite fide of the Houfe, 
on the ncccffity of doing every thing that could poflibly be done to 
improve our navy, he was ready to fubferibe to evciy word of it ; 
but he would be bold enough to fay that there had not been the lealt 
negligence in that rcfpcct. And tin re he would call the attention of 
the Committee to the fituation of this country at the commencement 
of the war: which had yet been of only two years duration. We 
began with only fixteen thoufand men. Laft year vre had eighty- 
five thoufand feamcn. We had now on board of our (hips of war 
no lefs than ninety-five thoufand men — this was the exertion of 
Government in the department nf the navy in the fpace of two 
years ; in this fituation, he would venture to (ay, thatfuch exertion 
had not been exceeded at any time in this country. 

With regard to what the right honourable gentleman had faid, 
that he did not mean to attack the private character of the Firft 
Lord of the Admiralty, Mr. Dundas faid he admitted that, and it 
was but juftice to that right honourable gentleman t r* declare he ui>- 
derftood him to fpeak of the biift Lord of the Admiralty as a public 
man, and in that view too, he would venture to fay of him it was 
ifnpoffiblp to ftatc one faft to the di fad vantage of that noble Lord : 
he Would defy any man breathing to fay there had been a favit in 
any one part of the naval exertions of this country. But this was 
not all ; for inftcad of there having been no fault, there was un- 
common merit in otirtiaval exertions. The Committee would re- 
plied* that in the profccution of former wars it had been Cuflo- 
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maiy to ranfack almoft every merchant (hip for all its faiJor$> ai)d 
to proceed on filch a fcale as, for a time, almoft entirely to deftroy 
our trade. But at this moment he would take the liberty of fayiogi 
that notwithftanding the aftonifhing exertions whicli had been made 
to incrcafc our naval force, our trade remained almoft entire: there- 
fore, Jet it not be faid there had been any want of exertion on the 
part of the noble Lord who had been the Fir ft Lord of the Admi- 
ralty. There was another thing to be considered, which tended to 
prove the merit of our naval exertions ; he would alk the Commit- 
tee to recoiled! the nature of the difficulties which wc had to ftrugglc 
with in procuring men for the navy in the prefent mar ; we all know 
there was a great ardour in the Public for the fuca fs of the caufe in 
which we wetc engaged ; and he was ready to confcfs there were 
none who partook more of that ardour than our failois ; but it muft 
be allowed alfo, that a great and powerful ftimulus to entering into 
the naval fcrvicc, and which operated in other wars, did notexift 
in this ; he meant the love of prize-money ; in this the Englilh fai- 
lorhad often been fupported by the hope of returning to his wife 
and miftrefs with a load of wealth, and under that idea the wife or 
miftrefshad often confcnted to his adventure. But here there was 
no fuch caufe to operate ; for, to look after a prize from the French 
at fca, was like looking for a pin in a hay- Hack. He agreed with 
the right honourable gentleman, that there had been an interference 
with the manning of the navy, by recruiting for the land fervice \ but 
if the manner in which the fervice of the army had been fupported, 
was an improper one, he was ready to take his (hare of the refpon- 
fibility which ought to be attached to it , if there was a crime, lie 
was ready to plead guilty to it ; but be that as it might, it could 
not be conlidcrcd as any fault of the hirft Lord of the Admiralty - 
It might be made a channel for attacking the conduct of the Execu- 
tive Government gcneiallv, and if it ftiould, he would be ready to 
defend it ; but it could not he brought as a complaint againft thofe 
who had the immediate care of our naval exertions. What was 
the nature of our fituation with regaid to our fleet at this moment ? 

It had been infimnted that wc had many (hips which wc could 
not man, and that we wtre at a lofs to man them. God forbid 
we (hould be in fuch a fitu ition. He fhould not now, for rcafon9 
which muft be obvious detail all the circumftanees in this parti- ' 

; but if he were to do fo, he was confident the Houfe would 
be aftorrifbed, as well as pleafed, at finding the fituation of our 
fleet at this time, and the force which wc had ready for the moment 
we (hould chufc to employ them ; having faid this, and believing, ■ 
at> he did, that our naval force was at this very moment ble to 
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ihat of the tnoft exaggerated account of the enemy ; of their force* 
he was ready to admit, that the naval exertions of the enemy were 
fuchas {o aroufc his alarm, but God forbid itfhould create ourfean 
But let us fee how we flood : We had now in our naval fervice near 
jninety thoufand men, and in that number, by no means the pro- 
portion of landfmcn which the nature of the fervice was capable of 
admitting; therefore we might fpread them much wider over our 
. fleet, and fupply by landmen the number of Tailors taken out of {he 
lhips to which they now belonged ; and in this fituatiorr the Com- 
mittee wire now called upon to add fifteen thoufand feamen to the 
naval force. He looked upon this as the moft profperous fituation 
this country could be in ; for he tolieved that one hundred thoufand 
men had never before this been at one time in the naval fervice of 
this country. And whatever mcafurc might hereafter be ncceffary 
for the continuance of the naval fuperiority of this country, he trufted 
it would be adopted ; for he trufted that whatever difference fome 
points in politics might create in that Iloufc, there was but one fen- 
timent in it as to the neccflity of fupporting the navy ; but he feared 
that the farther augmentation could not be made in the fame manner 
as the force had been already railed, becaufc failors had not the 
fame inducement to enter into this, as they had to enter into other 
Wars. But he believed the part exertions would 3nfwer all the pur- 
pofes which the people of this country could defirc. But he fliould 
have faid fomething on a point which had cfcapcd him ; he meant 
the confirmation of our (hips. I fc believed there was fume truth in 

the affertion, that our fhips, in point of conftruft ion, might be in- 
ferior to die enemy ; but he hail no doubt that in every thing which 
related to the workmanlhip, we were much fupciior ; and however 
paradoxical the thing might feem, he would aliignas onercafon for 
the fuperiority of the french flops in point of conftruiflion, it w^s 
the general fuperiority of our naval force. We had alwajs an idea 
that \\x could link tin* French lhij s In fighting ; and he would dare 
to fay, that if the gallant Admiral who had ipoken to-night, and 
who fat fo much at hU cafe now in the Houfe, and who had ad- 
mitted the fuperioiiry of the conflruction of the Fiench fhips, w r as 
to meet one of them, lie would, with her fuperiority, undertake to 
blow r her out of the water, if flic attempted to engage with him* 
There, was another rcafon tor this fuperiority of conflruflion ; it 
was the hatred with, which, in this country, a projector was he^h 
The ynoment a man, however ingenious he might be, faid he h id 
any ptt^Cdt, he was almofl always treated as a madman; by this 
$$ &merimcs loft fight of our ititcrcft ; for although but few pro- 
~ \ \voptd aniwer to the fanguine hopes of a proje&or, yet many 
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might have merit to a certain extent ; he therefore declared he 
fhouid be ready to receive fuggettiens that might be given him, and 
to co-operate with their authors, if he faw any profped of any im* 
provement to our naval architecture. 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, he certainly agreed with the right ho* 
nourablc gentleman who fpoke laft, that th.ere was" hardly any dif- 
ference of opinion in the Committee as to the propriety of fupport- 
ing our naval fuperiority, but it was from an apprehenfion that no 
fubftantial good would nrife to the country from what had been faid 
to-night, unlefs Minifters were fpurred on, that he (houki trouble 
tile Committee on this fubjed. He was the more of that opinion, 
when he dbferved the manner in which the right howminble gentle- 
man had conveyed his fuitimtnts to-night, lie lud faid, that one 
of die reafons for the fuperiority of the enemy in the conftruflion of 
their (hips, nrofc from the contempt in which projectors were held' 
in this country , if that was the cafe, he w f as afraid the matter 
would be neglected, for the right honourable gentleman, at the 
time he admitted the fuperiority of the enemy in one refped, and 
the (itfedivcnrfs of die conftiudion of our (liips, conveyed an idea 
that he thought our (liips altogether as good as they need be, and* 
this when hr knew it was not the opinicn of the heft naval officers 
of this count! y. He had obkrved, that if the gallant Admiral 
were to meet one of the (hips of the enemy, he would undeitakc to 
blow it out cf the watei. Mr. Sheiidm had no doubt of the cou- 
rage or die (kill of tint gn.it naval Ofljeer: on the contrary, he 
coneumd heartily in the puile vhieh had been fo juftly beftowed 
upon him . but when he Hiked ot blowing the enemy out of the 
wat<r, there was one thing 10 be done tiift, namely, to catch them, 
which we were not verv hkriy to do, while they could fail (after 
than us, and which it was now admitted they were able to do. Mr. 
Sheridan faid he was very ioriy to fee any difpofition to treat this 
matter lightly, and he wifhed we might hear of feme mcafurc being 
taken in confequcncc of what had piffixl to-diy, although he con- 
fcfild he hid no very flittering hope of any greitgood being done. 
It had been faid by an honoutablc Member (Captain Bukcley) that 
(ingle (liips of the enemy failed better than ours, but that thev did 
not fail better in a body : he did not pretend to fuve much know- 
ledgeof failing, but as a fleet could not be formed but by a collcdiun 
ol tingle (hips, he did not fee In >w the diftindion could be (upport- 
c<rby rcafoning. — A great deal had been faid as to the cluraderof 
* the firft Lord of the Admiralty ; (bine had expreffed indignation 
that any doubt fhould lnve been expidlcd of the adequate abilities 
of the noble Lord ; others Jud faid that be was an amiable charae- 
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ter , 1 To the firft he would anfwer that he cared for the indignation 
of no man, when he was doing what appeared to him to be his 
duty to the Public, and fpeaking perhaps the voice of the Public, 
To tire fecond he would fay, that it Mas not an amiable firft Loid 
of the Admiralty we Minted, but it was an attentive, active, and 
vigilant firft Lord of the Admiralty, and if this was the character 
of the noble Lord, he had been moft ungutcfully treated by the 
Public, and ftumefully deferted by his colleagues, and in that fup- 
pofition, the beft thing the Home could do Mas, to addrefs His 
Majefty to difmifs from his Councils thofc who hid advifed to turn 
out of fo important an office, a nobleman fo well quainVd to fill 
it, and to place in his ftcad another, who, whatever his tulents m ly 
be, muft go thiough an apprcnticeftiip in the lervier. He agreed 
with the right honourible gentleman who fpike lift in one tiling, 
that nothing was to be g)t by this war, that M f as Mhat we all knew, 
and of wh-ch he nuMid not to have reminded us, but Mhcn he 
♦told the Houfe the difficulties wc had in in tuning our navy, and 
the credit he took to Government foi having fuccecded , he ought 
alfo to have 1 tminded the Committee of anoth< r circumftanee, m hieh 
‘tended to facilitate our m inning the nivy — he meant that of our 
having no privateer*. Wtthrcgaid Jo the vote, Mi. She rid in faid, 
lie was fo far from objecting to it on lccount oi its being too large, 
that he thought it hardly large enough , and, in eonlideiing this, 
wc were not to confidcr, as the right honoui able geiitlem in had 
done, what force mc had in former wars, but whit M r as the ftrength 
of the enemy in this? and, upon that vievc, he h is fearful the vote 
now propofed was too final! ; however, he (hould he rcid) to concur 
in any vote that might be ncccflary hereafter, in fupport of our navy, 
bccaufc iic depended entirely on the navy in this Mar. He hinted 
alfo, that there might be feme improvement in the Mirines. Hav- 
ing faid this, lie proceeded to obfLrvc, thit lie hid fome rcafon to 
e\ult, when he recolle£hd what he hid faid at the time of his giv- 


ing certain information to the Houfe, and m hen he recollected how 
he had been anfwcred by the right honourable gentleman on the 
other fide. He had made an allertion, w "h regard to thelituation 
of Halifax laft year that was flatly denied by the Secretary of State: 
it turned out, hoM'ever, that he (Mr. Sheridan) was right. He 


gd read a paper, whjph he faid was the fpccch of Lord Dorcheftcr 
TOe Indians of North America: the Secietuy of State callef it 
'toMff ; but it turned out to be authentic. He had allcdgcd, the 


othcraghr, that a company of merchants had agreed to invite IIis 


Majefty’s Minifters, but that Ix>rd Chatham was cxprefsly exclud- 


ed i and the reafen allcdgcd for that mark of difrefpclt was, that 
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' he had not taken care to protcdl the trade and commerce of this 
country : The Chancellor of the Exchequer feemed to diffent from 
that affertion: he wiflied the right honourable gentleman would in- 
form the Committee now, whether the affertion was tru^ or falfe? 
Thefe things he mentioned merely becaufe he challenged inquiiy 
into every thing he faid in that Houfe. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT wifhed to corredl Mr. Sheridan’s ftate- 
ment of the invitations to the public dinner alluded to. For fomd 
time part, he could onlv charge his memory with one inftance of at 
public dinner to which His Majcfty’s Minifters were invited. The 
invitation was not, as had been afferted by the honourable Member* 
of a general nature. On the contrary, it appeared rather particu- 
lar, for, according to the beft of his recollection, only four of His 
Majefty’s Minifters were invited on the occafion, and if his noble 
relation happened to be among the number that lnd no card of in- 
vitation, it vvis fomewhit unfair to attribute the accidental omiffiort 
to a marked difapprobation of his public conduct. I have no delire, 
continued Mr. Pitt, to fay any thing in \ indication of the late 
Firft Lord of the Admiralty ; bccaufe, however near and dear fuch 
a charafter mull always be to me, any obfervation on my part would 
Bather tend to Weaken than to ftrengthen the juft ftatement^and ho- 
nourable panegyric of my right honourable friend, (Mr. Dundas). 
I acknowledge, that the 1 ite exertions of the enemy have been ex- 
traordinary indeed , but do thefe exertions prove that they will be 
of long duration ? No. They only prove, that they aie rapidly 
approaching towirds a (late of imbecility — that their refources will 
be foon exhaufted. They are the confcqucnccs of unparalleled and 
unprecedented violence. Can any man for a moment believe, that 
thofe exertions, founded on artificial finance and barbarous extoriiort, 
will continue to operate with that vigour and effect which a juft 
caufe and a permanent fyftcm are calculated to enforce ? From oor 
fyftcm of waifare, we may exped fuccefs , that of the French con- 
tains in itfelf the feeds of diffolution. 

Mr. Alderman CURTIS would not fay any thing of the late 
Firft Lord of the Admiralty, but unqueftionably much of our trade 
had fuflered for want of protection. 

Admiral GARDINER vindicated the Admiralty. He thought 
the inattention attributed to the Boitd was ill founded, for the 
lalH bur or five months he had been employed at fea, therefore it 
could not be fuppofed that he was fufficiently acquainted witn all 
its tranfa&ions in his abfence. To the charges, however, made 
againft them refpe&ing the Frendh fleet, which had annoyed our 
coafls and captuied fotne of our vclTels, he coiild, without fa? of 
Vnt.TCL. -fi b ' 
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contradiction, affirm, that the Lords of the Admiralty, on that oc- 
casion, deferved more praife than cenfure ; bccaufe they were no 
fooner apprifed of the fadts than they difpatched a fijuadron fuperior 
to that of the enemy, which exertion, he was happy to fay, had its 
wUhed-for effedt. 

General TARLETON thought that this was an improper time 
for levity on the part of the Miniftry, who had involved this coun- 
tiy in its prefent deplorable ftate. The fubjedt of difeuffion was one 
of the moil important which had ever engaged the lloufc. Admit- 
ting all the praife which the gallantry of our officers and teamen de- 
ferved for their manly exertions on the glorious firft of June, the 
Board of Admiralty had not yet acquired, on their part, a triumph. 
If we were anxious for the effects of their wonderful exertions and 
hificial capacity, we might be amply fatisiied by the mercantile Ioffes 
recorded in Lloyd’s lift, which numerous and lamentable catalogue 
was attributable only td the fupinenefs of the Lords of the Admiralty. 
His aftonifhment, however, was not excited by thefe fadts ; bc- 
caufe His Majefty’s Miniftcrs had rendered thcmfelvcs notorious for 
a total ignorance of all maritime intelligence. Mr. Dundas might, 
in the moments of jocularity, affedt a joy, that, in the profecution 
of this jvar, neither wife nor miftrefs lamented the abfoncc of a huf* 
band or a lover ; but the General confeflcd, that his mind was oc- 
cupied with ideas more folid and beneficial to his country. The 
exertions of the French, in the prefent ftiuggle, were unbounded. 
Not fatisfied with vanquifhing their adtive opponents, they endea- 
vored to conciliate the affedtions of their fallen foes. Ever lince 
the death of Robcrfyierrc, all reftraint, all guard, had been withdrawn 
from the Britifti officers and feamen who became prifoners ; and he 
was afraid, notwithftanding the virtue and patriotifm of thefe men, 
who had flood forward gallantly in the caufe of their King and 
country, that many of them would be tempted to enter into the 
French fervice— nay, that feme had already, in jundtion with Ame- 
rican tailors, adtually done fo. The General, after recommending 
a farther augmentation of the feamen for the ferviccs of the year, 
Cogduded with ridiculing the acquifition of Corfica, which had 
J» fo Much boaffed of by Mini Ary, and which acquifition would 
never indemnify m for the facrifice of our brave foldicrs aipl fta- 

^Alderman ANDERSON teftified, that whatever blame 
distributed to tlic Admiralty for inattention to convoys, he was 
that the Irifli and Baltic commerce had been fuffi- 
"cfendy Mptfedled. He agreed $at many Ioffes appeared on Lloyd's 
Co if the merchants w ho h ad faffftpd i* 
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thefe inftances bad applied for convoys.— He was very apt to think, 
that the captures alluded to had arlfcn from the mfonefs of the 
merchants, who would not wait for convqys ; and when he reflected 
on thefe ferious Ioffes, he wilhed for a law, prohibiting the failing 
of traders in time of war without convoy. 

Mr. BRANDLING believed, that in fome inftances the trade 
had not been fufficiently protected ; and was fully perfuaded that on 
the ftrength of the navy depended the very exigence of this country ; 
he eameftly recommended its augmentation to the Lords of th? 
Admiralty. 

Sir RICHARD HILL juftified the conduCt of the Admiralty, 
and afligned, as a reafon for our not capturing many veffels, the 
poverty of our enemy in commerce, and our not being at war with 
Portugal or Spain. All the fhips formerly employed in trade by 
France, were now converted into privateers, which pop out of the 
poits, and inftantly fuze every Ihip they can. But, notw ithftand- 
ing, he could not impute any blame to the Admiralty, and fhouldl 
heartilv vote for the fupply. 

Mr. DAVID SCOTT faid, that the Eaft India and the Weft 
India, as well as our coafling trade, and all others who waited pro- 
perly for con\o\, had been fully protected by the Admiralty. 

Mr. M. MON TAGU defended the conduCt of the Admiralty, 
on the ground of our commerce being fo (xtenfive, that it was im- 
pofliblc to protcCt it in every point. The naval campaign, how- 
ever, had been one of the moft brilliant in the annals of the 
count rv. 

Mr. LAMBTON faid, he had convcrfed with the mailers of 
(hips taken, who affured him, they had fecn 30 Engliili prizes 
together in a French port.— He was alfo informed, that the French 
had fviit all over the country where timber was to be found, mq* 
dels of the fcvcral parts and individual timbers of (hips of die line, 
by which the people were inftruCtcd to cut down and hew out in 
the rough, the fcveral parts, which were afterwards iiniihed and 
put together m the dock-yards, fo that in the courfe of a veiy little 
time they would be able to launch fixty new ftiips. Thcfc, dty 
w ere aw r are, being made of unfeafoned timber, would not laft Jong, 
but the number, not the durability, was their prefcnt objeCE 
Thinking, therefore, that every poffiblc effort <lpght to be made in 
the naval department of this country, he fhouldvote for 100,00$ 
fcanra,, as he would have voted with great pleafure for 15°;$^* 
Mdlfey laid out on our navy woufd b? much better empty**), wafl 
money given to the Emperor, perhaps to betray us. With 
to the late Firft Lord of the Admiralty, Mr* jUmbtpn ve*y C&* 

B b a 
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didly admitted him to be not only an amiable, but an able and fen- 
fiblc man, and his retreat he believed to proceed from his own 
conviftion of the unpopularity which awaited on his (ituation. 

A Member, whofe name we could not diftinftly hear, recom- 
mended a College, with a Board, &c. for the improvement of Na- 
val Architcfturc. It was thus, he obftrved, the Romans acquired 
a maritime as well as a military reputation. By what he underftood, 
vtfhen on board the French captures at Spithead, from fomc expe- 
rienced officers theic, they had a greater breadth of beam, and were 
confcqucntly enabled to fupport a greater ftreft of fail. Our upper 
decks fall home, as the technical phrafe is, with a grttf pref6 of 
fail, for want of this breadth of beam. There is a fhip building 
at Chatham, in which it is expefted this defeft will be remedied. 
Still, however, he wiflied, as the Parliament had inftitdtcd a Board 
of Agriculture, they would alfo mftitute one of Naval Aichitefture. 

'Admiral GARDINER dated, that in the comfe of the year 
* 1 794, 108 convojs had been applied for to the Admiralty Board, 
apd granted, and 140 fhips were employed in that fcrvicc, befides 
1 5 fhips and vcffels in the coafting trade exclutively. He fhould 
not have intruded again, he faid, upon the patience of the Houfc, 
but to date fafts. 

Mr. YORKE exprefled his fitisfaftion at the unanimity which 
prevailed for the increafe of the navy , and in regird to what the 
right honourable gentleman (Mr. Fox) had obftrvcd, he exclaimed, 

0 ft Jic omnia f 

He acknowledged his refpeft for Lord Chatham, but confcffed the 
Attention to the nivy had not been fo complete as it ought to have 
been, although he was ignorant where the blame attached. He 
Conceived the Captains of His Majefty’s (hips had not been fuffi* 
cigntly diligent, and imagined an aft of Parliament ought to be 
paffed, fomething like a code of naval laws, to prevent that entcr- 
prife and fpirit in the merchants, of rifting their vdTcls without 
convoy. He had heard that a noble Lord, during the laft war, 
bad a fimilar plan in contemplation, and why he dropped it was not 
known— For the other part of his obfervations, he w idled fome 
irtqujjy to be made into the conduft of His Majefty's officers, that 
if 0 kre did exi(l|lny negligence, fome fteps might be taken to 
Mvtnt it. ; 

* SHERIDAN faid, in anfwer to a queftion afleed the 
ettme of the converfation, that the mark of diffatisfaftion with tno 
conduft of the late Firft Lord of the Admiralty he alluded to, was, 
Ids not being invited to the dinner given by the American me*- 
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fc chants to Mr. Jay, the Minifter Plenipotentiary from the United 
Stares. 

Mr. ROLLE faid, that he fhould vote for the refolution, as he 
was convinced that everv exertion in the naval department was now 
abfolutcly neceflary. He pud fume commendation to the lpte Firft 
Lord of the Admiralty, to whom, he find, that he had never ap- 
plied, at the ddire of his conftitucnts, for a convoy, without its 
being nnmtd it !y grmted. 

Su JOHN SINCLAIR f«i<I, the difeuflion was produ&ive of 
much g >od. He recommended ittentio 1 to the growth and manage- 
ment of tirnbi r for the Roj \\ Navy, which the Board of Agriculture 
was \crv well calculi* d to promote 

The Houfe was rtfumed, and the report ordered to be received 
to-moriow. 

In a Committee of Wajs and Meins pafild the ufual resolu- 
tions refpeding the Land and Milt r l a is. 

Ordered, that the report be rtcuved to-morrow. 

Thurfda \ , 8 tbjamcr), ' 

The Report of the Committee of Supplv, by which one hundred 
thonfmd men are \otcd fur the fea fii\»ce for thirteen months, at 
five pounds a month pir man, Sec. being brought up, the refolu- 
tion was rtad a firft uid feeond tunc, and agreed to nem. con . 

FnJ y, yfb Jmuvj. 

Lord STOPFORD reported that His Majefty had given direc- 
tions that there be hid before the Houfe the various documents 
fpccificd in tilt Addrd r es. 

Mr. RObF, obkrvtd, tbit with rtgaH to the Lanl Tax bill, it 
contained an caption in fa\our of thofe officers of the navy, and 
of the widows of fuch officers to whom Hi$> Majefty had been 
plcafi d to grant ptnfions : the amount of the fum to be thus allowed 
to them was ten or tw f clvc hundred pounds a )car , and a lift of 
the nan cs would appear with the films, in the papers on the table. 

Mr Rofe then moved, that there be laid before the Houfe an 
account of the nett produce of all the taxes ending on the 5th of 
Januarj, 1795- Ordered. 

Lr Monday > 1 2 th JanuMf. 

^ M r - ATTORNEY GENERAL gave notice, that on Thurs- 
day next he fhould move for a continuation of the Sufpcnfion of tht 
Habeas Corpus A & of laft feffion. 
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) Tuefdayi 1 3 th January . 

♦The Houfe, in a Committee, went through the Land Tax bill ; 
in which an amendment was made, to take off the tax on the pen- 
lions of naval officers, &c. 

* Mr. BERKELEY prefented an eftimate of the expences of the 
(Mice of Ordnance for the year 1795. 

Mr. SPEAKER acquainted the Iloufe, that he had received 
from Sir Charles Grey, and Sir John Jervis, Knights of the moft 
honourable Order of the Bath, the following letters, in return to 
the thanks of this Houfc, fignified to them by Mr. Speaker, in obe- 
dience to their commands of the 20th day of May, in the laft fcf- 
fion of Parliament. 

SIR, Martinique , November the %htb y 1 794. 

By the Queen Charlotte packet, amveu this day, I received the ho- 
nour of your lettei of the 2 1 (l ot May laft, with the votes of thanks fiom 
the Houfe of Commons of Great Butain to me, and the aimy undei my 
command. 

We feel this flattering teftimonial of the public approbation of our 
conduct, and the polite tcrxr »3 or your letter, air, by which it is commu- 
nicated, as the moll eminent favour, and are thereby impreffed with the 
Warmeft and moft lively fenfe of giatitude. 

I have the honour to be, with the gieateft refpeft, 

Sii, your moft obedient and humble fervant, 

CHARLES GREY. 

P. S. A note fiom Mr. King, Deputy Secretary of State, acquaint* 
me that your lettei, with thofc rcfolutmns. tas been fo long detained 
there, in the expedition of my ariival in England. 

%1jc Right Honour able II. Adding* on. 

Speaker oj the Houfe af Commons , &c. &c. Arc. 

SIR, 

On the arrival of the Queen Charlotte packet, I am this day honouied 
with your letter, dated the 21ft of Miy, rranfmitting the retolutions of 
the Houfe of Common, fo flattering to myfelf, and to the iftccr*, fca- 
men, and marines, it was my good foitune to command duung the late 
operations in thefe teas ; I fhall lofe no time in cummunicuring them to 
Rear Admiral Thompfon, and to the Captain*, ofliceis, teamen, and 
purines, who remain on the Leeward-Iflind llation. 

No language 1 am matter ot can expiefs my gratitude upon this occa* 
ton I and 1 requeft you will do me the honour to convey the fame to 
the Houfe in the fulled manner^ 1 

The elegant teni)* in which you, Sir, have been pleifrd to com* 
munitytyttnefe lefolutionf, claim my wai melt thanks ; and 1 have the ho* 
nour ttfbe, with the gicattft rcfpedl, x 

* b <s Sir, your rood obedient and moft humble fervant, \ 

**• J. JERVIS. ' - 

Jf&yne, St. Pierre, Martinique, 26th Nov. 1794. ' 

$$$ Right Honourable Hem y Addington , &V feV, tsV* 
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IVednefdayy 1 4Jk January . 

On reading the claufe in favour of officers and their widows, in 
the Lind Tax bill, a Ihort convocation took place between Mr, 
Alderman Curtis, Mr. Alderman Anderfon, and Mr. Rofe. The 
worthy Magiftrates ftated, that their conftitucnts, the inhabitants of 
the Tower diftridt, would be t3xcd about 900I. a year more than 
they formerly were; they approve of the principle of the claufe^ 
provided it was borne by the public at large. Mr. Rofe obfervdSJ® 
that if the claufc was to be abandoned, the inhabitants of the Tower 
diftridt would not be in the leaf! benefited, for that the duty on 
penfions by way of land-tax, were payable at the place where the 
penfions were to be received, which was not now in the diftridt of’ 
the Tow'er, but at Somerfct Houfe, in the dutchy of Lancafter. — 
This convention ended in an underftanding, that Mr. Rofe fhould* 
concur, as a Member of Parliament, in fome mcafurc that may be 
brought forward for the benefit of the inhabitants of the Tower 
diftridt next year. 

The bill was then ordered to be cngioffi d, and to be read a third 
time to-morrow, if then engrofftd. 

The SECRETARY AT WAR brought up an account of foreign 
troops in the fcrvice of Great Butain for the laft year. Ordered to 
be laid on the table. 

ThujJdc ), 15 tb January* 

Mr. HUSSR\ vxpreffed a wifti, that the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer might inform the Houfe whether the fubjedt of the loan 
to the Emperor was to be brought forward before the budget ; lie 
thought it would be difgraceful to the Houfe to pafs by that fubjedt 
without a full inveftigation ; and he thoughts leparate one would 
be the beft. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT obferved, that the honourable member 
might perhaps not have been in the Houle when he had laid a few 
words on a former night on that fubjedt. He had then ftated, that 
the Imperial loan and the budget were fo blended, that he could 
hardly feparate them in what he Ihould have to fubmit to the Houfe. 
He had thought of the matter a good deal firice. He had as great 
a ^flirc as any other Member of the Houfe could have that the fub- 
jj&t Ihould be fully difculfed ; and he hoped an opportunity would 
offer for that puipofc. He wilhed the queftion, whether it was pro- 
per, under all the prefent circumftanccs, that the propofed pecuniary 
aid from this country iliould be granted to the Emperor, for hi* 
military affiftancc in the tourfe ot the common caufc, Ihould b* 
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fully difcuffed. He therefore believed that he fhould have it in 
command to convey to the Houfc a mortage from His Majefty, in 
which fomething of that kind would be laid before them ; this he 
believed would take place in the courfe of the next week, and he 
intended, when he came into the Houfe to-day, to give notice that 
fomething of that nature would be laid before the Houfe early in the 
eqfuing week, and that confcqucntly he fhould be under the neceffity 
of puflpuning the opening of the budget for two or three days beyond 
:fce time at which the notice now flood. 

Mr. HUSSEY faid, he \ufhcd it to be underflood, that he Ciid 
nothing about the propriety of giving riie Emperor the propolcd af- 
fiftanee, all he wanted to infcrcc, at prefent, was the ncccflity of 
having the matter fully invert iga ted. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, it would be open to the honourable 
, member to bring forward any proportion, when the fubjeft fhould 
come before the Houfe, but he owned, (hat he had for fome time 
felt a difficulty in dating the matter feparately and diftinft from the 
budget, and that arofe out of the nature of what he thought was ne- 
ccflary to be propofed ; however, he wifhed for the moft ample dif- 
cuflion of the fubjeft. 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL rofe in confequcncc of a no- 
tice he had given, that he fliould have tire honour of fubmitting to 
the Houfe a motion for leave to bring in a bill to continue the pro- 
vifion of an aft parted in the hrt feffion of Parliament, the effect of 
which was to empower Kis Majefty to feeure and detain fuch per- 
sons as he fhould fufpeft to be confpiring againft his perfon and 
Government. He was furc the Houle would have the indulgence 
to hear him while ho delivered a few words upon that fubjeft.. He 
happened to be abfent on the tirfl night of the feffion ; had he been 
prefent it would have been part of ills duty to fubmit to the Houfe 
fomc obfervations on the late trials, and alfo on what fell from 
many members that night, an i he felt fomc difappointment that 
the obfervations on the fubfequent debate on that fubjeft, were fuch 
as precluded him from flaring what his duty, in his view of it, 
.called upon him to flatc, and therefore he gave notice of the mo- 
tion ; \yirh which he fhould luive the honour of concluding. He did 


eft the Houfe would be very full to-night, and as he thought 
IfMt many objections might ftill be offered to the meafure the 
firt of thofe who had oppofed if formerly, he thought that fosoe 
future day would be appointed for the difeufflon of it ; but after 
what had paffed this feffion, he hoped they would give him leave 


to bring in a bill, and then he would flatc the ground oq which he 
j^tought i t forward, at large, on another occafion ; the w,holc of 
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the difeuflion he fliould refer to that future period. With that 
underftanding, he hoped there would not now be any objection to 
giving leave to bring in the bill, for he wiflied the fubjedl to be 
difeufled in a full Houfc. He moved, that the title of the ad of 
the laft feffion of Parliament, which e nabled His Majefty tofccurc 
fuch perfons as he Avail fufped, &e. lie read; which being done, 
lie moved “ That leave be given to bring in a bill to continue the 
provifions of the faid ad for a time to be limited.” 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, that in one tiling only he could agree 
with the learned gentleman, whole motion had been juft read, 
namely, “That, to proceed in the difeuflion of fuel! a fubjed, in 
fo thin a Houfc, would be improper for no perfon could have 
imagined that fuch a mcafurc fliould have been brought forward at 
all, much lefs be debated, when the number of Members was 
barely fufticicnt to form a Houfc. As the call of the Houfc was 
fo near, he, for his own part, doubted whether it would not be as 
good a eoiufe as any lie could take, to fuffer this motion to pafs, 
and to refer vc oppofition to the day of the difeuflion. There was 
one thing, however, to be obferved from the thinnefs of the Houfc, 
and which appeared to him to be a good omen: — it proved, that 
the Houfc in general did not believe in the cxificnce of any plots or 
confpiracies, on the foundation of w hich the Habeas Corpus ad w f as 
fufpended ; fo little did they think fo, that they had not even the 
curiofity to come and hear the learned gentleman open the merits of 
his cafe. He, therefore, took it for granted, that he fliould not 
hear of any new' plots, or new confpiracics, or new difeovery of 
trcafonablc practices ; for, in the threatened fpecch of the Attorney 
General, there was not one word of frefh information : it w r as evi- 
dent he intended to make out his enfe out of the good old plot. 
However he muft fay, as nothing new had been fakl on the fubjed, 
he could not exped but that all thole who oppofed the former hill 
muft be againft this motion; anti if he did not take the fenfe ut the 
Iioufe upon the queftion, even in this tinge of the bufmefs, it was 
bccaufc lie did not wifti to fliew to the Public the thinneis. of the 
Houfc upon fuch an occafion. 

Lord WILLIAM RUSSELL faid, that on the renewal of a 
menfure, which deprived the people of this country of fuch cf- 
fcntial rights, he expeded to hear a cafe made out that called for 
fomc rigour. When the people of England were to be told they 
werejfcfgive up their liberty, fomc rcalbn Ihould be afligned in order 
fvXhcw it w r as the effect of tine moft imminent danger, and arofc 
from inevitable ncccffity. 

Mr. LAMBTON faid, he confefled, that on 'a matter of fo 
Vcl. XL* Cc 
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much importance as the prefent, he expelled to hear fome rcafon 
affigned for the meafure now propofed, He could never confent to 
depriving Englishmen of rights fo dear to them, on grounds fo equi- 
vocal as thofe on which the Habeas Coipus aft had been fufpended 
laft year ; he expefted to hear of lbmc new plots and confpirncics, 
but to find the fame attempt made upon the old pretext really afto- 
nUhed him ; and ftill the more fo when he reflefted on the late trials, 
and the evidence given on the part of the Crown, as well as various 
other circumftanccs which were frefh in the rccollcftion of us all : 
he would repeat, that in fuch a cafe as the prefent, he wasaftonifiicd 
that an attempt fhould be made to fufpend thr provifions of an aft 
fo dear to Engliflimcn. 

The SOLICITOR GENERAL faid, that ns the Hwife had 
already determined that the original ground w r as fuflicient for fufpend- 
ing the Habeas Corpus aft, lie conceived that to allign any new 
ground was perfeftly unneceflary. 

Mr. FRANCIS faid, that if the ground on which the Habeas 
Corpus aft had been fufpended laft year was fufficicnt, very ftrong 
ground had appeared fincc, not for continuing the fufpenfion, but 
for removing it. This new ground arofc out of the late trials ; out 
of tjie cafes of thofe who had been treated as criminals, and had 
fullered long, arbitrary, and harfh confinement. Thcfc perfons 
had been tried and acquitted; and whatever fornc perfons might 
fay, he w r ould venture to aflfert, that by their acquittal a negative 
was put on all ideas of plots, on w hich the aft of Parliament had 
been fufpended. And now an attempt was made to continue the 
fame reftraint, as that to which we had been before fubjefted, and 
to leave the liberties of us all at the will of the Crown. — Where, 
he w'ould afle, w r as the new' confpiracy ? or who were the new r con- 
fpirators ? He w’ould maintain that there was not the (hadow of a 
juftification for preparing to offer this infult to the honour of this 
country, a thing which Miniftcrs had often dene, and in which 
they feemed ftill determined to periift. 

Mr. ANSTRUTHER denied there having been any arbitrary 
or harfh confinement in the cafes of the perfons who had been 
tried for high treafon ; they had noi , lie faid, been confined for 
one hour longer than by law they muft have been if the aft for the 
fufpcnfiomof the Habeas Corpus had never pnfled. Thcfe per- 
fons had no right to complain, for the Grand Jury had decided by 
finding the bill, that there was probable caufe for fuppofing they 
were guilty. They had fuffered no punifhmcnt at all, ana tjicy 
had fuffered no confinement to which they were not liable in tTtt; * 
due courts of law. With refpoft to any new circumftanccs in the 
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cafe of a con/piracy, this was not the day on which that topic was 
to be difeufled. 

Mr. FRANCIS obferved, by way of explanation, that he cori- 
fidcred the cafes of thefe perfons acquitted, as very hard cafes ; he 
meant cxprefsly to fay, that they had fuftained unjuft penalties. 
Gentlemen, on the other fide, faid, that imprifonment, fuch as 
thefe perfons fuffered, was no punifhmcnt at all. He trufted in 
God, a day would come when they themfclvcs would experience 
whether it was ro be regarded as a punifnment or not. 

Mr. GREY fupported the projiicty of the obfcrvations of Mr. 
Francis, on the hardftiips of the perfons who had been tried for high 
treafon. He doubted the truth of the ohfervation of a learned gen- 
tleman (Mr. Anftruther), that the perfons accufed had fuffered no 
more than if the ad for fufpending the Habeas Corpus had never 
palled ; he underflood, on the contrary, that if that ad had not 
palled, they would have been entitled to their trials at the next af- 
fizes. However, tried at laft they were, and honourably to them- 
felvcs, and happily for this country, they were acquitted. He 
thought it fomething ominous that the further fufpenfion of the Ha- 
beas Corpus ad waste be fo much a matter of courfc in thatHoufc, 
that they were not even to have a full attendance on it. He agreed 
with thofc who thought that ftrong grounds of ncccflity indeed fliould 
be laid, before Englilhinen fliould lof; the deareft rights they ever 
enjoyed. This Was a cafe of too important a nature to be puffed by 
in any ftage of it, and therefore he muft perfiil in taking the fenfe 
of the Houfc upon it. 

Mr. Serjeant WATSON explained the operation of law, in 
cafes of high treafon, to be, that if any perfon accufed of that crime, 
be not brought to his trial at the fecond affixes, he fhali be difeharged ; 
and, therefore, he maintained, that the perfons whofe cafes had 
been taken notice of to-night, had been tried as early as by law they 
would have been entitled to be tried, if the Habeas Corpus act had 
not been fufpended. 

Mr. WHITBREAD thought it ncceflary that the fenfe of the 
Houfe fliould be taken on this occafion, and this in his opinion, the 
iituation of the cafe itfclf demanded. If he had approved laft year 
of the ground on which the Habeas Corpus ad had been fufpended, 
then the only queftion would be whether the fame ground remained, 
fo that the fufpenfion ought to be continued ; and even upon that 
way of putting the queftion, he found hi mfelf bound to vote ugainft 
the mcafurc now, for the very ground on which the whole was 
•founded, had been entirely taken away. But judging, as he did, 
that there never was a ground for the fufpenfion, he had an additi- 

Cc 2 
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onal rcafon for voting ngnind this meafure. It had been aflerted, 
that not one perfon had been detained in prifon for one hour longer 
than if this act hud not palled into a law : that was another rcafon 
for his being of opinion that there cxifted no good rcafon for depend- 
ing the Habeas Corpus act ; for if the very perfons alledged to be 
the molt forward in the confpiraey, on account of which the aft of 
Parliament was palled, M ere no longer detained in prifon, than if 
the aft had never been puffed, it was pretty clear it was unncccffary 
to pafs it ; of the truth of this Minifters feemed thcmfclvcs to be 
aware, for the lad perfon who was to have been tried, had a few 
days ago been liberated ; he alluded to the cafe of Mr. Martin. 

Mr. ANSTRUTIJER was proceeding to fpcak, but Iw was 
called to order bv the Speaker. 

The tloufe divided ; 

For the motion, 71; Againft it, 13. Majority 58. 

Friday > 1 6 th January, 

Mr. WINDHAM, the Secretary at War, dated, that as the 
Secretary of State for the War Department (Mr. Dundas) was un- 
avoidably abfent, it might be proper to put off the difeuflion of the 
army cflimates till a future dav. He propofed, therefore, to move 
them in the Committee of Supply on Wednefday next. 

General TARLKTON fard, that in the prefent alarming fitn- 
ation of the army on the Continent, and the critical date of affairs 
at home, it would be a proper mark of the dilligcnccof the Houfe 
to lit to-morrow, anti either then or on Monday, the honourable 
gentleman might take an opportunity to bring forward the army dti- 
mates, which would fo far tend to quiet the public mind. 

The SPEAKER dated, that the days for the Committee of Sup- 
ply, in which the edimates mud be brought forw ard, were Monday, 
Wednefday, and Friday. He fuppofed that the Houfe at rifing 
would adjourn over Monday. The honourable Member was, how- 
ever, competent to move, though not confident with the ulual prac- 
tice, that the Houfe might lit in a Committee of Supply to-morrow. 
It was underdood that the army edimates fliould be deferred till 
Wednefday. 

The Sheriffs of the City of London attended at the Bar, with a 
petition from the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons, in Com- 
mon Council affcmbled, dating that the avenues leading,^ Temple 
Bar were narrow and incommodious. The petition w r as brought 
up,' read, and ordered to be referred to a felcft Committee. 

Mr. SHERIDAN obfcrvcd, that though the Secretary of State 
for the War Department was abfent, yet as the Secretary at War 
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was in his place, he wifhed to alk him a queftion. He considered 
that in the prefent calamitous fituation of affairs, the Public had a 
great right to complain of the want of early and authentic intelligence, 
with refped to the events paffing in Holland. No Gazette had ap- 
peared to announce the particulars of what had lately happened in 
that quarter. This he confidered as a very unpardonable ncgledt 
with refped to the Public, at a period when affairs wore fo alarming 
an afped, and fo particularly dillrcffmg to the individuals who had 
relatives with the army, and were thus left in a {fate of the moft 
painful anxiety and fufpenfe with refped to their fate. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT fait!, that he could fcireely conceive the 
honourable gentleman to be furious in the remark which he had now 
brought foiwurd. What intend could he pofliHy conceive Mini- 
rters ro have in keeping from the Public the knowledge of any di fuller 
for a fpace of twenty-four hours, whatever regret they might feel 
upon the occafion. The fuel, however, was, that a Gazette had 
been forne rime in preparation, and w as now, he believed, printed 
off; and, had the honourable gentleman gone home, he would 
have found the anfwcr to his queftion in a copy of the Ga/xttc upon 
his table. 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, that he found it difficult to account how 
tl ic right honourable gentleman fhould conceive him to be otherwife 
than ferious in the difaflrous fituation of affairs, into which the 
country had been brought by the prefent — not to ufe a harflierterm— 
unfortunate adminiilntion ; a fituation which w'as becoming every 
day more and more alarming. He was equally at a lofs to account 
what preparation could be nceeffiry in order to lay before the Pub- 
lic a limple narrative of fads. Minifters might make light of a 
delay of twenty-four hours in communicating intelligence ; but if 
they were fo negligent of their duty to the Public, yet full fomc 
cunfideration was due to the feelings of thofe individuals, who were 
kept upon the rack from uncertainty, with refped to the fate of 
their relatives, and to them a delay of tw'cnty-four hours was a con- 
fidcration of no fmall confcqucncc. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT Hated, that there were two objeds which 
he wiflied to bring forward at the carlieit opportunity. The one 
was the confide rati on of the Auilrian loan, which he fuppoft d he 
{hould be authorifed to bring before the Houfe, by a mcf&go from 
Hij Majctly, in the courts of next week. The other was an ob- 
ject, in which, from the fontirnents that had been expreffed from, 
all quarters, he could not doubt of the unanimous concurrence of 
the Iloufe, the confidcration of the moft efficient means to be taken 
for manning the navy. After a convcrfation of confidcrable length 
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and intricacy, the arrangements of bufinefs for next week were fet- 
tled as follows : 

The Houfc to be called over on Tuefday. 

The army eftimates to be moved in a Committee of Supply on 
Wednefday ; the further fufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus bill to be 
debated onThurfday; and on Friday the motion of Mr. Grey 
(which flood for Tuefday), with refpeft to pcatc with the prefent 
Government of France. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ftated, that on Friday he expefted to be 
authoris'd by His Majefty, to bring down the mefiage relative to 
the Auflrian loan, which would of courfe be taken into conlidejrafion 
on the Monday following. He fhould likewife take the earliefl op 
portunity of bringing forw ard his budget. 

The bill for renewing an aft pa fled lad feflion, fufpending the 
Habeas Corpus, &c. was read a firft time, and ordered to be read 
a fecond time on Thurfday next. 

Mr. MARTIN faid, that he had ccmc down yefterday, expeft- 
ing that the difeuiTion of a incafurc lb ferions as the motion for leave 
to bring in this bill, would have occupied a confiderable time, and 
was very much furprifed to find that the Houfc had adjourned at an 
early hour. He took therefore this opportunity to Hate, that under 
the prefent cireumftances, lie conlidcrcd it as his duty to give his 
moll decided negative to this bill in every ftageof its progrefs. 

Mr. SHERIDAN Anted, that as the arrangements were fettled 
at prefent, he fhould take the firft opportunity to move for thecor- 
jcfpondencc relative to the Pruflian fubtidv, as he confidcrcd it of 
groat confequence before we entered into new engagements with the 
Emperor, to afeertain what ufe had been made of the money already 
taken from this country in the way of fubfidy, and what reliance 
could be placed on the fidelity of our continental allies. 

The Houfc at riling adjourned till Tuefday. 

Tuefday , 20 th January . 

The Houfc was called over, after which thecxcufcsof fuchab- 
fent Members as ‘lad lent cxcufcs, vfrerc received. 

Ordered, That the names of defaulters be called over on Friday, 
and that they cfo then attend in their places. 

Mr. FOX moved that the Houfe be called over again on Tuef- 
day fortnight, and that, in the mean time, no Member quit tes. n 
without leave of the Houfe. — Ordered. 

IFcdnefdav, 'lift January . 

% The U flier of the Black Rod ddired the attendance of the Com- 
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mons in the Upper Houfe. The Speaker, at his return flated, 
that the Houfe had attended in the Houfe of Peers, where the af- 
fent of His Majefty had been given by commiffion to the land and 
malt bills. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT brought up a copy of an order of the 
Council, with refpeft to receiving goods belonging to Holland in 
His Majefty ’s warchoufes. The Chancellor of the Exchequer flated 
that the objc6l of the order of the 1 6 th was to icccivc in His Ma- 
jefty’s warchoufes all goods (hipped from Holland ; the object of 
the order of the 2ift was to receive goods that might be bound for 
Holland. As there could be but one opinion on the expediency of 
fuch a ftep, he (hould immediately move for leave to bring in a 
bill for rendering effectual the order of His Majefty ’s Council, &c. 
On the fuggeftion of the Speaker, the motion was made in a Com- 
mittee of Trade, and granted by the Houfe. The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer moved for leave to bring in a bill prohibiting the 
exportation of all articles of grain from Scotland, and permitting the 
importation of grain and all other articles of provifion into England 
duty free. 

Mr. HUSSEY fuggefted, that in the prefent fcarcity of provifions, 
he fhould be happy that the dlftillcries fhould be flopped, and pro- 
poled it as a mcafurc deferving the conlideration of the Houfe. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT replied, that at prefent the quantity of 
wheat employed in the diftillcrics was of no eonfiderablc amount, 
and he doubted whether the advantage likely to arife from the mca- 
furc would be fuch as to balance the inconvenience with which it 
would be attended. 

Mr. BUXTON remarked, that a regulation with refpeft to 
hair-powder might be extremely beneficial to the poor: every pound 
confumcd fuch a quantity of wheat as could not readily be conceived. 

Mr. FOX faid, that it would be difficult to introduce any regu- 
lation of that fort, without laying a prohibition on the making wheat 
into flarch, which would be, in every point of views attended with 
great inconvenience. He admitted, however, that the fubjedfwas 
extremely worthy of conlideration; and, if there was a time at which 
it was incumbent upon that Houfe to attend to the ftatc of provifions, 
the prefent was particularly urgent, not only from the pre fiurc of 
the general war and the confcqucn! calamities to the poor, but from 
the failure of the harvelf, which he understood had by no means an- 
fwered the (anguine profpedts at firfi entertained, and the unhappy 
lituati'on of Poland, which precluded all hopes of any fupply from 
that quarter. 

Mr, HUSSEY faid, thn from what he underftood of the high 
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price of barley, and like wife from a circumftancc of the brewers 
having lately ftopt on account of the fenreity of malt, he would in 
all probability be encouraged fpccdily to bring forward fome fuch 
propofition as he had originally fuggefted. 

The Report was then received, and leave given to bring in a bill. 

Colonel MAITL/VND laid, that with a view to further difeuf- 
fion, he propofed now to make a motion on which he fliould not en- 
large, as he underflood that it would meet with no oppofition. He 
therefore moved, that an hpmble Addrefs fliould be presented to His 
Majefty, to give directions, that there fhould be laid before the 
Houfe a return of the names, dates of commiflion, ar/l length of 
fcrvice, of thofc who fmcc the commencement of the war h*d been 
appointed field officers, thofc who had received brevet rank not be- 
ing included. 

Mr. WINDHAM ftated, that if the honourable gentleman, by 
his motion, meant to afeertain that rank had not always been be- 
llowed according to feniority, that indeed might be matter of regret, 
but could not be imputed as matter of blame to Miniilers, who in 
the mode which they had adopted, with rcfpctft to bellowing pro- 
motion, had only accommodated themfclvcs to the nccdlitics of the 
public fervicc. 

Colonel MAITLAND faid, that in order that Miniilers might 
not be at a lol's, he fliould candidly llatc his motives for making his 
prefent motion. lie knew well that at the commencement of a war, 
in order to remedy the fcantinefs of a peace -cilablifhment, it was 
neccffary to over-flop the bounds to which at other times it might 
be proper to adhere, and that rank was given to fuch perfons of for- 
tune and iituation, as were enabled to come forward, and raife regi- 
ments for tlie public fcrvice. Tilts was a pra&ice reforted to in all 
wars, and of wfiieh none had a right to complain. — Neither did lie 
mean to object to the rapidity of promotion which had lately taken 
place. But lie knew of many inllances where men of large fortune, 
and in a iituation which gave them the command of men, had of- 
fered to raife regiments, and had been refuted — while permiflion 
for that purpufc had been granted to others in ei re urn fiances cxaflly 
the reverfe. What he had therefore tb complain of in the prefent 
inftancc was not any partial deviation from fytlcm, but that all fy- 
ftem was abandoned, all confidence was detlroyed between the fol- 
diers and the officers, the officers and the Generals ; boys from 
fchool were fet over the heads of veteran officers, and mcn'tir.iggcd 
from prifon to the ferviee of their country. Miniilers, in fliort, 
had rendered toe fyltem entirely fubfervient to their own coirupt 
views of influence, and had (hewn the fame neglecl in the military 
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department, as in his mind they had done with *efpe& to cyery 
other branch of the public fervicc. 

Lord ARDEN brought up the ordinary eftimates of the navy, 
which were ordered to be laid on the table, 

The Order of the Day was read for the Houfe to rcfolve itfelf 
into a Committee of Supply, Mr. Hobart in the Chair. 

.Mr WINDHAM, Secretary at War, faid that to thofe gen- 
tlemen who had had an opportunity of looking into the papers laid 
upon the table, it would be fcarccly poffible for him to convey any 
clearer idea of the eftimates, which he was now to move, but as 
many might not have had this opportunity, he fhould briefly fubmit 
to them a fummary of the rcfult, rtferving himfelf afterwards to 
pi\e any explanation that might be required in the courfc of the dif- 
cuffion. The papers, as had been ufual on all former occaftons, 
were divided into the following cl affts, the eftimates of the guards 
andgarrifons, of the forces in the plant itiens, of the troops lent 
from Ireland, of the recruiting contingencies, of the pay *of the ge- 
neral officers, of the penfions for the widows, and Chelfca Hofpital,, 
of the fcncible infantry, and fcnciblc cavalry, the cloathing, &c. 
Several of thefe articles were of a nature which c illcd for no explana- 
tion. The principal he id was that of the guards and garrifons, 
including all the regular fotce not employed in diftant ftrvice, among 
whom were compriful the troops now ferving on the Continent, &c. 
The fecond head, that of the plantations, comprifed all the troops 
not included in the former ; the troops in the Weft Indies, in Cor- 
fica, in Gibraltar, in America, &c. Mr. Windham here entered 
into a number of minute calculations, with refpedl to the amount' 
of the expencc of the different branches of the fcrviccs. The whole 
force on foot, including regulars, militia, and fcncibles, he ftated 
to amount to 149,627 men, taking in the Indian regiments, it 
amounted to a much greater number, not lefs than 222,656 men. 
This view of the force v hich Great Britain had been able to pro* 
<lucc, he ftated to be exceedingly confolatory with rcfpefl to her ca- 
pability of carrying on the prefent contcft ; on the other hand, the 
very great cxpcnce at which only fo numerous a force could be fup- 
ported, muft no doubt be admitted to operate as a drawback, The 
cxpences of this force amounted altogether to 6,652,7451. The 
incregfe in point of numbers had been much more rapid than had 
taken place in the fame period of any former war. It amounted to 
no lefs than 73,029 men ; the additional cxpence incurred by this 
increafe, was a fum of 217,548b Having done this, he fhould 
no longer detain the Houfe, farther than might be neceffary to an- 
swer any queftions that mjght arife in the pourfe of the difeuffion* 
Vpl. XI,. V 4 
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Htft concluded with moving the firft refolution, that a number of 
land forces, amounting to 119,380 men, including 3,882 inva- 
lids, be employed for the fcrvicc of the year 1795. 

General TARLKTON rofe, and addreffed the Chairman, as 
fellows : 

Mr. Ilobait, 

If I advert to the paiticulars or the total of the eftimates, my 
mind is filled with melancholv and afionifliment — So much ex- 
pended, and fo little done ! If victory lud attended our arms, thefe 
expences would, in that cafe, have been fcvcrcly felt in the country , 
but retreat and defeat lender them very unpiL^Me indeed. It 
will be ncceftary to fay fomething upon every point on »*hich the 
right honourable gentleman has tout lud, as well a* every mm of 
the account. I fliall, therefore, clafs my obfuvations as nearly as 
I can, according to the numbers of the different eftimates. But as 
the radically bad fyftcm of recruiting the army was adopted before 
the right honoutable S< cretaiy at War entered into office, it will be 
but fair to ftate the folly and difad vantages of that fyftcm, not im- 
puting them to him, before I range along the extended lire of the 
eftimates. As far back as the y* ar 1791, Ilis Majefty’s Minifters 
thought there was a ncccffit) for augmenting the army, and a mmencing 
hoftilities ; but happily foi Engl mil, Lriglifhmcn did not entirely 
adopt that opinion, andgrim-vifagul war was fubdued mthisHoufe, 
becaufe the country w'ifticd for peace, ai d the Miniftsis wifhed to 
Seep their places. However, during the fhoit armament, a fjftcm 
of multiplying commiflions, rearing officers, and crimping men, 
took its growth. This fyftcm w is always reprobated on this fide 
of the Houfe, and mofc particularly by an experienced General * and 
moft amiable man, whofeabfence fiom this Iloufe, and lofs to the 
world, muft always befinccrely deplored. I fliall endeavour, in a 
very few words, to prove that the mode of raifing men to which I 
allude, was unwife, improvident, and uneonftitutional. In the 
firft place, it cancelled the rule laid down at the end of the American 
war, viz. that the different regiments of infantry (hould be recruit- 
ed by the different counties of die kingdom, and which had, in con- 
ference of that regulation, adopted tl eir refpeftive names. But 
when this fyftem of jobbing and competition commenced, that va- 
luable regulation, which communicated both enthufiafm and confi- 
dence to the counties, to the Colonels of regiments, and to the bat- 
talions themfclves, was overthrown. Bcfidcs rendering the old Co- 
fof&Lsj Vhofe experience and talents might be extremely ufcful tq 
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the fa-vice, merely regimental cyphers, what is the confeqi^nce ? Tho 
old corps get no men ; the Officers of the independent companies 
bid againft one' another, and the veterans of the line are expofed to 
every difadvantage, or laid under the fc\ creft contributions, tliat they 
may not be fuljtift to the petulant frowns or imperious mandates of 
purfe-proud fchool-boys. Old Majors of the line are now placed 
at a greater diftance horn the ccn mand» of icgiments, as each re- 
giment is now provided with two licutcn nt Ce lends; or, if the 
old Major purchaft*, he maj feon be reduced, and fuffera confider- 
able diminution (f iname, Ly being placed on the half-pay lift. 
Old Captains, like wife, 1 a\c four Fluid Office! sin their van, per- 
haps all inexperienced n cn, before they can airivc at the command 
of a regiment, or, if they pi.rchife, the eldeft Cij tain may be 
eftablifhed, by pajing 700I. for his Majority , l ut ihcftcond Cap- 
1 11‘n mult be reduced at a peace to half pay, although he pajs 550I. 
for the Majority, and the companies am fold for 1 400I. a piece, if 
Government can obtain that ium, in order to enriy cn the recruit- 
ing account. Gr it fun s of nuncy have been taken out of the 
pockets of iodividu K, <md in a mm ncr whiib, in former days, 
would be deemed unconftitution.il, becauft, wit! ( ut tl e kn( w ledge 
of this Houfc , but in thefe new and Lrprifing t mes, the Min fhrs 
can create a loan or a tax, and Parliament, with amiable obftqui- 
oufnefs, affents to his proportion. 

Hitherto their ncw-fjnpkd fyfttm has pn duccd no gcod. No- 
thing falutary 01 viperous has proceeded fiom it. G repetition 
between y< ung men and ciimjs has taken jlaoc, but the army cr 
na\y lnvc not been benefited, but injured, and the country will be 
faddlcd for a number of years, with a progrtflivc and ahnoft incal- 
culable expence. Nothing is now w mting to complete this perni- 
cious fyftem, but to introduce it into the navy. L.t rich young 
men pro\ide ftorcs and (hips, and take the Command of thofc expe- 
lienced officers and gallant jailors, who haw piitcchd tl is country 
for centuries, and who, I truft, will defend it to the lateft joftarity. 

I will now draw the attention of the Committee to the conftruc- 
tion of an independent company. One hi n lied men are to be 
raifed — Government did give about thicc guineas , now, I believe, 
the bounty money is higher. I will calculate, however, at three 
guineas, w r hich makes 315I.— I add to that fum 164!., the half- 
pay of 1 Captain, 1 Lieutenant, and 1 Knfgn, which I believe is 
calculated at lo years, and makes the fum of 1640I., which ail Jed 
to the bounty, makes a total of 1955I. — Theiefore, though Mini- 
fters fay they only give three guineas, in fait the country pays about 
f oL for each man fo raifed. No longer therefore do we fee die old 
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Colonels or the counties engaged in forming and completing vigorous 
battalions, which might have been done by offering and keeping the 
bounty at 8 or i o guineas per man ; but a delufive, unfubftantial, 
tmconftitutional, and corrupt fyftcm hasr arifen. What are the ge- 
nerality of thefe companies compofcd of ? Infancy and dotage 
whilff crimps and fchool-boys raife and command thefe champions 
of their country. In the courfc of my reading concerning warlike 
notions, I never yet learnt that the auctioneer's hammer was the 
fymbol of command, or that a broker's (hop was the neccffary ap- 
pendage of the Campus Martin r, or the camp. 

I had almoft forgot to mention an inftance, which 1 ffiould have 
been fbrry to have omitted, out of the great variety to be met with, 
of the progrefs now made in the army : — A young nobleman, with 
whom I have not the plcafure of acquaintance, but who is, I dare 
fay, perfectly aceompliffir d and amiable as a gentleman (I mean 
Lord Granard; feems to Ihvc outfit ipped all his competitors. He 
commenced his military career on the idth of November, 1794, 
and in the next Gazette we fee him jump from his Cornctcy to the 
rank of Liuitcnmt Colonel Commandant. One Ga7ctte difplajs 
the ranks he has palfcd through, and 17 d lys experience qualifies 
him for the command ot a regiment. I do not blame this young 
nobleman for the ardour of his nee, but impute ferious blame to 
His Majtily’s Minifters. If this rank hid been acquired by any 
gallant exploit m the face of the enemy, I fliould fay that this hid- 
den elevation was well conferred. For real fcrvicc, the reward can 
hardly be too gn.it, or the promotion too rapid. The fpark of 
emulation cannot be too much encouraged in joung officers; but 
when I fee gold and rank the principal paflports to high fituations, 
I entertain very ferious appreheufions for the fucccfs of the army, or 
the well-being of the country. 

Sir, having now done with this ftaterrent, and, in fo doing, 
difpofed of thrte confidcrable articles, vi 7 . Recruiting Contingen- 
cies, Levy-montv tor Augmentations, and fome part of that article 
called full pay to fupernumerary Officers, I lhall recur to the firft 
head of the Utinufe. Though I do not admit 2,777,534k to be 
wifely or economic illy expended, yet when I recoiled! that 148 re- 
giments arc provided for with that fum, I am at a lofs how to mca- 
fu{C or calculate the foiecs of our Auftrian ally, to whom we are to 
gtVf fix millions for one year, efpeciaily as it is, I believe, univer- 
sally acknowledged, that military fcrvice is done cheaper, and ad- 
miniftered with more economy, by that power, than by any other 
in Eurojie. 

Ab for the Jcncible Corps, they are fo interwoven with the 
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charges for the militia, (whom I honour and refpedt) and In other 
inftances, that I do not know how to feparate them, or calculate to 
the chaiges ; but wc find two grofs articles for Fcncible Cavalry, 
amounting to 360,0001. If the charges were more moderate; I 
confefs I fliould have fiill great objections to this mode of raifing 
men, becaufe it i$ extremely prejudicial to the recruiting for the 
army, and finding men for the navy. Thefe corps, as I am in- 
formed, are never infpeded by any General, though the officer^ 
have an allowance of bounty of iol. a man, to ferve in England 
and Scotland ; and feme of thefe corps extend their protection to 
Jcrfcy and Guernfcy. I (hall difmifs this article without any com-* 
ment, becaufe it mull be evident to the Committee, that this job- 
bing fyftem militates againft the real intereft of the army and navy 
of Great Britain. Now, t Sir, the refult of this efti mate is, that 
the people of this country arc to pay 6,622,0001. for an army thus 
raifed and managed. They have likewife to look forward to the 
Extraordinaries of the Army — the Ordnance Eftimates — the Bar- 
rack Matter’s Accounts — the Commiffaries* ’ Account, — with a 
firing of minor accounts, and all the fabfidies to our numerous and 
vigorous allies. 

I (hall here drop this part of the fubjecl, and look at the con- 
du£l of die war. 

On the origin of the war, or, to exprefs myfelf more clearly, 
the meafures which were adopted by Ilis Majefty’s Miniflcrs to 
plunge this country into fueh a calamity, I (hall at this moment 
obferve a total filencc, being fully convinced whenever that particu- 
lar queftion is agitated, that the rife and progrefs of the war- will 
be aferibed to Englifli intrigue and Englifh gold : and I know that 
I have able, eloquent, and honourable friends near me, who will 
never fuffer the Chancellor of the Exchequer to difentangle himfclf 
from that refponfibility. I (hall therefore proceed to give an outline 
of the military operations which naturally come within the fcope of 
this day’s debate. 

Sir, it appears to me, that no ornament of language fliould be 
ufed in giving to the Houfc the ftatement of our military affairs ; 
and that it will be more regular and perfpicuous to review the en- 
terprizes and operations of our armies at a diftance, and then gra- 
dually proceed to our own coafts. I (hall not dwell upon circum- 
ftances of a moderate fize, becaufe other opportunities will arife to 
ferutinize thoroughly into them. I mean this as a general outline, 
snore than a perfect pidlurc j for the fccnc is fo vaft, and fo replete 
with folly, raflinefs, incapacity, calamity, and horror, that the 
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human mind cannot at one time embrace it completely, or the hu- 
DFtap attention give it a diftindt and patient hearing. 

1 he fir ft objaft to be regularly viewed is the Weft Indies# I 
pafs over the plans and mi (carriages which had taken place in that 
quarter of the world, previous to the expedition prepared for Sir 
Cliarles Grey. I hat diftinguiflied and able officer had, I believe, 
a promife of 10,000 rren from this country, to be added to the 
force then exiting beyond the Arlantic. lie had the mortifica- 
tion, however, to find that promifed and ncccffary army, after 
unaccountable delays, reduced to 5000 rank and file. I fhall 
1 not ft°P fo comment on the employment of the cignt regiments 
llolcn from this expedition, but endeavour to give a (ketch ^f the 
proceedings as th«y occuned in the Weft Indies* Notwithftand- 
ing the diminution of force, Sir Ch tries Grey (of whom I (hall 
never think or fpeak without rcfpccl and regard) wifely conceived 
that if he executed with rapidity, he might complete a plan which 
requwed the proportion of troops originally allotted to his expedition. 
*lhis prom pi tilde and decifion, united with courage and (kill, made 
a (hiking imprciTiun upon the enemy, and Guadalnupe, Martinique, 
St. Lucia, and other iflands, yielded to the Britifli arms. Was this 
gallant army, which was ncceffaiily wafted bv a fcrics of conflicts, 
and expofed to a peflilential climate, propcily reinforced? — No. 
Have the Ioffes, the difficulties, the dangers, to which our troops 
have been liable, been expreffed or detailed by the Commanders 
upon that flation to the Mini iters- in England? I believe no man 
will give a negative to that queftion. What then is our prefent 
fituation ? We know that our gallant army has been weakened by 
hoftilities, and almoft confumed bv difeafe# We know that Gua- 
daloupc has been fnatehed from 11s, and we have too much caufc 
to apprehend that the other iflands vi ill loon be reconquered. The 
beft accounts and the laft returns of the army fully juftify this ap- 
prehenfion, as there arc not 1700 men to defend all our own and 
the conquered iflands. Where are the reinforcements fo often 
called for, and fo often promifed to Sir Charles Grey ?- — Either 
1 Tcduccd by a long refidence .in t ran (ports to a ftate of infantine im- 
becility, or now riding in the harbours of Portsmouth and Plymouth* 
With refpedi to the operations in St, Domingo, I (hall, in a few 
words, ftate the prominent parts, and my opinion on the general 
j?lan. I have not the fmalleft hefitation in faying, that the con- 
quejffiwas too great to be atchicvcd with fuch numbers as w r cre em- 
ployed. A country fo extenfive and populous was not to be held 
by a corps more rcfcmbling a corps of buccaneers than a regular 
The force that could be fpared from Jamaica and the other 
a ' w 
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iflands was not adequate to the conqueft or pofleflVm of St, Do? 
mingo: therefore the refult of fo ill-concerted an irtvafion will ba 
the probable lofs of numbers of officers and men, and the £ertaif) 
lofs of reputation in that quarter of the world. 

In addition to all thefc misfortunes and Ioffes, another very great 
detriment has arifen to His Majelty’s commercial fubjids. The 
mifcondudl of Minifters is not productive of partial di fad vantage ; 
the peftilcntiil influence of their counfels U retentive and general. 
On the conquers made in the Welt Indies many merchants and 
manufacturers who were drooping under loflls and misfortunes oc- 
cafioncd by the war, once more reared their heads, and were en- 
couraged by Government to fend large qiumitijs of goods, which 
had been locked lip in their ward louts, to thefe new markets. 
Whether this ctfort of indultry will be placed to the page of profit 
or lofs, requires but lirtle furelight to fore tel. 'Flic manufactures 
of Lancafliire, of Yoiklhirc, and of other counties of Great Bri- 
tain, will moft probably be worn by the French ; and the unfortu- 
nate merchants who have. thus fpccul.ited, with a firm reliance for 
protc&ion on Government, will find themklves tlic dupes of their 
own confidence and credulity. 

I come now, Sir, to the military" operations in Flanders, which 
if viewed in detail, and related at length, wouli confound the at- 
tention and exha ait the patience of the i Ioufc. !t is not my defign, 
to prefent a journal at this moment, \v"ih I muft do if I entered 
fully into the prefent, and pait of the former campaign, which is 
needfully connected with it, bccaufc each day appears to have 
been pregnant ^ith cvenrs of the greateft magnitude. I (hall 
therefore, for the convenience of gentlemen, now bring forward 
only the prominent paris>. In the fiifl place, it feems to me 
ficceffar) to eftablifli the point of time when His Majefly’s Coun- 
cils influenced the meafuns of the allies in Flanders. From all 
public documents, and indeed by many flatements made by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer in this I Ioufc, it appears that the 
Britiih Minifter had confidcrable influence on the Continent from 
the period of the Congrefs at Antwerp. This fad being afeer- 
tained and acknowledged. From this remarkable epoch I {hall 
briefly bring forward the principal operations which fucceeded 
it ; and in paffing over thefc events', I wi(h it to be underftood 
that I do not impute any culpability whatever to the illuflrious 
Prince at the head of the Britiih army, or to any General Offi- 
cers under his command. But as the Minirters have frequently 
.claimed in this Houfe, the approbation of their country for the fuc- 
cefles which followed the Congrefs at Antwerp, I Hull now beg 
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Iffcve to remind them of the errors committed fince that period, 
which clearly p&int out the quarter from whence they originated. 
After the jun&ion of the allies — after the defeats of the French- 
after the defection of Dumouricr — after the explanations which 
Were, or might have been, derived from that quarter of the ftate of 
the frontier of France, it appeared rtrangc and wonderful that the 
* firft effort of the combined powers was not dire&ed agninft Liflc. 
Jt was almoft univerfally known that that fortrefs, at the period to 
which I allude, contained a diforganized garrifon and fcanty maga- 
zines. And it muft be apparent to the dullcft capacity, that from 
its extent and fituation, Lifle poffeffcs the double advantage of being 
the bulwark of Flanders, and the key lihelieft to advance all mi- 
litary operations within the boundary of France. Notwitaftand- 
ing the time appeared particularly favourable, and the pofleflion 
of Liflc was an objeft devoutly to he wiflicd, how did the com- 
bined army pafs the fummer' — In taking Valenciennes and 
Conde ; places comparatively of no confcquence: and afterwards 
the combined troops were divided to take D inkirk, Quefnoy, and 
Maubcuge. This movement, however, afforded a favourable op- 
portunity for an honourable General*, a friend of mine, to perform 
an exploit which will immortalize his name, and the corps he com- 
manded. At Lincellcs, a victory was atchicvcd by an inferior body 
of men, labouring under every difad vantage, which will be recorded 
as long as the annals of this country (hall be preferved. If I chofe 
to examine and inveftigatc the (illy operation againft Dunkirk, I 
might dwell upon the fubjeft a coniidciablc time, and find an am- 
ple field for comment and cenfurc. Suffice it to fay, that a plan 
ib ill-calculated and arranged, pioduccd its own defeat. As it is 
acknowledged that the cntcipiifi agiinft Dunkirk originated in the 
Britifh Cabinet, I live in hopes that the author, whether civil or 
military, of this great projeft, will not be concealed long from the 
world, that the prefent age and poftcritv way have the opportunity 
of holding in juft admiration the nun who had power to divide the 
combined forces, and detach a confiderablc aimy to attack a town, 
which, if taken, would only have proved a burthen to this country, 
and a clog to the operations of the army, till Liflc was reduced. 
This ill-conceived plan produced defeat to the allies, and gave con- 
fidence and courage to the French. This mifearriage contributed 
likewife to the defeat of the Auftrians before Maubeuge; after 
which, the contending powers retired to winter quarters, and the 
PUtpofts of both parties continued alert till the return of fpring. 
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Of the operations of this campaign, which is not yet concluded* 

I (hall take , only a curfory view. If the forces of the allied powers 
which took the field in April, wete not fo numerous as might have 
been expedted, the fcope of the plan for the campaign ought to have 
been narrowed ; for it was foon apparent that the allies were not 
able to preferve a rcfpcdtable defenfive in Weft Flanders, and. to 
proceed with a powerful army into France. Lifle poured forth her * 
forces, and Pichcgru, like another Ulyfles, covered his opponents * 
with confufion, rtiamc, and difgracc. It would be irkfotne to 
dwell upon die viftories of the French— -on the retreat of Clairfayt 
—on the firft countermarch of the Britifti army— on the want of 
union amortgft the allies till the arrival of the Emperor— on the ill- 
concerted attack upon the French corps in the vicinity of the River 
Lys — on thefteady perfeverancc of the French in rhe neighbourhood 
of Toumay — -on the effedt of all thefe operations in changing an of- 
fenfive into a defenfive war, on the part of the allies— on the bat- 
tle of Fleuris — on the fiege of Yprcs — on the evacuation of Oftcnd, 
leaving Nieuport to its fate — on the general retreat of the combined 
powers, leaving Quefnoy, Landrccy, Valenciennes, Condc, and 
feveral other leffer garrifons to fall into the hands of the enemy.— 

I need not now enumerate the lines of march, the number of co- 
lumns made ufe of in thofe movements, or the artillery and maga- 
zine which were taken by the French. — I will not deferibe the po- 
fitions occupied on the frontier of Holland, or relate the conflidls 
which took place betwixt the Auftrians and the French, before the 
former paffed the Rhine, or between the Britifh and Dutch and the 
French, before the former arrived at Arnheim. — I will not recapi- 
tulate the fieges, or even die names of the places which have fallen 
between Landrccv, Cologne, and Nimegucn. I will not dwell 
upon the paffage of the Waal, or the probable refult of operations 
in that quarter. I will not attempt to deferibe how many, or what 
gallant, men have been the vidlims of the fword or dheafe, for the 
fccne is not yet elofed, and its afpedt is too tragical to be furveyed 
by any Englifhman, without the kceneft fenfations of melancholy 
and indignation. If we turn from this profpedt, fo replete witjh 
misfortune and deftrudtion, can we find the leaft veftige of confec- 
tion in the diplomatic fources of the right honourable gentleman i 
What is the nature of the treaties in which England is engaged i 
‘ Are they likely to contribute to the glory and advantage ot the coun- 
try ? Arc wifdom and economy conspicuous in thefe important tranf- 
adtions? Arc they equal to all parries r No. We have to deplore 
an immoderate and profufe expenditure of public money, without 
. the chance of attaining any one objedt which might prove fcrvice- 
Vo u XL. E t 
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•Me to the Public. Arc we not bound to all the difadvantages, 
, whilft our virtuous allies have provided for their own liberty and 
indemnity? The catalogue of names would he equally extenlive and 
unplcafant. Ruflia and Spain only prdcribc boundaries to our abfur- 
dity. The vigour of Auftria, and the good faith of Pruflia, arc 
equally proverbial, but the payments and credulity of P>ritain keep 
pace with the avarice and perfidy of her allies. After the experi- 
ments we have made — after the trials v\e have had — after the mil- 
lions we have lavillicd — with the example of Pruflia frelh rankling 
and fettering in the public memory \ the nation is invited, nay, in 
foinc mcafurc pledged, to the moft enormous fubfiJy ; a fubfuly which 
outftrips all companion and calculation, and rifes above the moft 
tow ring imagination : a loan of fix millions ftcrling, for not one 
farthing of which cither principle or intcrcft, can we compel the 
payment. Great God ! Are we thus to hoodwink our underftand- 
ings, and pluck the money from the pockets of our deluded and 
miferably opprefled conftituents ? 

Now Sir, (continued the General) having viewed and curforily 
patted over fcvcr.il operations and tranfu&ions, which no man who 
feels any love for his country, can dwell upon without the moft pain- 
ful and indignant fcnfations, for there is guilt and calamity fufficient 
to difguft the mind and naufeatc the foul, let me for a moment in- 
dulge myfclf in addrefling a few' observations to fome refpedlablc indi- 
viduals, Members of this Houle. I could alk a young Colonel when 
the allied armies are to march to Paris ? What plans and manoeu- 
vres are now to be adopted to clear the paflage to that place ? Where 
are we to find a fuccclTor to Colonel Mack r I could alk a noble 
fiord, if Roberfpierre has left a legacy like Bril lot ? Has the will of 
that fallen Statefman aftbrded him the fame glorious opportunity of 
illuminating the Houfc of Commons ? Have the writings of that 
proftrate demagogue furniflied the Minifterial advocates with rcafons 
.for prolecuting the war ? Notwithftanding ail we have heard in this 
Houfe, docs theprefent fituation of France agree with the putt rca- 
foilings and predictions of Miniftcrialifts and Alarmifts, or with thofe 
of the Members of the Oppolmon ? Or has not every change in 
France, lince the commencement of the war, proved peejudiciul 
:to this country ? I could remind the right honourable gentleman, 
.that the* wifdom difplayed by the Brititti Cabinet in the attack 
.of ^ , JOhijLnkirk^ excelled 1 the achievements of Turenne before 
thaijilace ; that the getting hold of Toulon was fuperior to any en- 
terprise of his lather ; tliat the forces under Sir Charles Grey, which 
he ferit againft the whole of the Weft-India iflands, were more nu- 
gferous and Setter provided tiian ihe forces dire&ed folcly againft the 
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Havannah. I could force upon his rccolleflion whajt the late Lord 
Camden faid, and fa id well too, in another place* “ Admiral 
Hawke and Prince Ferdinand,'* faid the learned Lord, “ have been 
alluded to in this debate, as having clfcntially ferved their country ; 
moft certainly they had, and undoubtedly their merit, as profeffional 
men, was unquestionable : but to whom ought it ultimately to be 
aferibed r To the Earl of Chatham ; the one was his Admiral, the 
other his General : the battles they fought, were the battles of his 
planning.** Let the right honourable gentleman apply thefefew 
fen fences of that worthy and venerable Peer, and let the country 
judge between the Earl of Chatham and his fon. 

I will now, Sir, with permifiion of the Committee, offer a few 
ideas, which mav be applied or not, as gentlemen think proper. I 
will fuppofc that Great Britain, without making any offers of peace, 
or any change of Mini dry, decides to cairy on the war, which it is 
very probable it will do, hom the tenor of die late 1'pccch from the 
Throne. I will fuppofc the next campaign pn.fpcrous in the ex- 
treme ; and undoubtedly every pci fun will admit that it is of that 
defeription, when I date that the forces of Gicat Britain and her 
allies (hall recover Holland, re-conqiier Audrian Flanders, and in 
every quarter of Europe drive the French within the limits of 
France. I will fuppofc likewife, that our efforts in the Weft In- 
dies are equally fu reels ful, and that all our naval operations partake 
of the general glory. This fucccfs mud inevitably coft Great Bri- 
tain a number of lives, and, according to the prefent poverty < f 
our allies, fifty millions of money : to obtain what r The fituation 
we pofleded at the commencement of the lad campaign ? Is not 
that country in a truly deplorable condition, which is obliged to ex- 
pend torrents of gallant blood, and fifty millions of money, to re- 
gain only a former fituation, and then to commence an attack agaioft , 
a nation the moft impenetrable, the moil populous, and, I had al- 
moft faid, the moft warlike, in the world ? Let any confiderate man 
contemplate this fcrics of fucceffcs, and then let him add fifty mil- 
lions to the money already expended, and call up the national debt 
at 340 millions ; the intereft of which is to be provided for by 
taxes, before any money levied can be appropriated to die exifting 
circumftances, and the regular government of the country, and will 
he have caufe to rejoice or complain ? But if I was to fuppofc an ex- 
treme calc on the other fide \ fuppofc I ftiould fay, the French will 
obtain Holland, Maycnee, and the Weft Indies ; make peace with 
Spain, and create the moft formidable navy in Europe; fuppofe 
the campaign opened under the direftion of the prefent Minifters, 
from whom naturally die country may expedl the fame fpccies of 
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plans, and the fame energy of execution, which we have hitherto 
experienced ; what profpeft would then moft probably prefint itfelf ? 
The invalion of England or Ireland, under every disadvantage, and 
perhaps the fall of one or both might be the confequence, No 
fecne that the moft melancholy imagination could fuggeft, might 
not be realized before the conclufion of next Autumn! Suppofe, 
then, I ftate the middle line between thefe two cafes ; fuppofe we 
have a little better campaign than the laft, a mixture of vkftory and 
defeat. In that filiation, which is the likelieft and moft probable, 
we (hall certainly experience great Ioffes from an interruption of our 
trade ; incur great expcnces, by fjbfidiz T 'ng our numerous allies, and 
by our own great warlike preparation^ , undergo a vaft diminution of 
valuable inhabitants, and at laft be obliged to try for peace, on 
terms more and more disadvantageous, as e\ery campaign draws 
to a conclufion. 

Now, Sir, having ftated a vaiicty of fe< 3 s ns (hortly as I could, 
having dealt fparingly in metaphor and declamation, I (hall fum up 
a very plain fpeech, by recapitulating the points upon which I have 
touched. An improvident, unwife, and unconftitution.il fvftem 
has been adojtcd in augmenting our army , an extenfive war has 
been conduced without energy or (kill , defeat and diieafe have 
thinned the ranks of our choiceft mops ; and the pride and bulk of 
* armies, both in the Weft Indies and in Holland, arc in a n.oft 
perilous, nay, I may fay an irretrievable, lituation. Our Gene- 
rals, for many of whom I entcitiin the hightft rcfpe< 3 , have had 
no opportunity of cxcreifing their proftffional talents, but in retreats. 
If I was to enumerate the Mrs of our allies, I mi c ht fairly efti- 
mate them at 350,000 killed, wounded, and taken piifoncrs. 
Near fifty millions of money ha\c been expended, and can any man 
fay that one enterprise or expedition has been wild) planned fince 
the commencement of hoftilitics ? Imrnenfc fums have been, and 
are to be, paid to our allies ; and I believe no man in this Houfc, 
or in the country, thinks feriouflv that they have afforded us cordial 
co-operation, A loan of 24 millions, a loan the moft extraordi- 
nary and gigantic, has been contracted for in a moft extraordinary 
manner. 

This, Gentlemen, is the profpeft which rifes to your view. Will 
you look at it with apathy, or will you roufe yourfelves from the fetal 
d&ufion into which, by innumerable artifices, you have been hur- 
ried ? Let another falfe alarm be excited , let another dofe of Mi- 
^jfdfterial confidence be fwallo^ed, and yeur fortunes, your families, 
* yoqr diftitydions, your form of government, fo long cheriflted and 
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revered, nay, your liberty itfelf, will be overwhelmed in undtfijft* 
guifoed and inevitable ruin. 

Mr. HUSSEY faid, that he rdfe to make a motion, that tht 
Chairman fhould now leave the Chair and report progress* Thu 
right honourable gentleman had a few days fincc given notice of hit 
intention to bring forward the difeuflion of a plan, for the more 
effedtual manning of the navy. He was of opinion that this objeA 
ought to fuperfede all other confiderations, and that if pofliblc 20,000 
men fhould be added to the 1 00,000 already voted for the fea-ier* 
vice. He confidercd exertions in this wiy as likely to be much 
more beneficial to the country, than any that could be made by in* 
creafing the number of our land forces. The refources of thecoun* 
try wtre great, but not incxhauftiblc ; he did not believe that they 
were yet nearly t\h lufttd , but there was, in his opinion, a certain 
limit bc)ond wind) wc could neither raife men nor money. Our 
laft ltake ought to be employed as beneficially as poflible. If any 
one contiovtrted tlu propofmon that the country was approaching ta 
its laft ftakc he would mention o» e or two fads ; he had the cu- 
riofity to limped fome of the luwly-raifcd regiments, and found them 
compoftd ot nun between 70 and 80, and bojs of 12 and 13; 
there was a m t »n in his neighbourhood, who had ten years fincc 
been difeharged as unfit for thcferviec, and who was lately enlifted, 
at a bounty of feven guineas. He concluded with making his 
motion. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that he did not think, with the laft 
honouriblc fpeiker, that vigorous exertions for the army at all 
impeded thofc that ought to be made for the fcrvice of the navy# 
On the contrary, they hid alwajs been found to go hand in hand, 
and 111 looking to former wars, it would appear that we had been 
moft powerful by land. The prefent refolution, then, fo far from 
tending to defraud the navy, ought to be confidered as having an 
entirely contrary cffe£h Is it then to be urged that we are come Co 
fuch a lituation, that if we vote this number of men for the army,* 
wc ftnll not be able to provide for the naval fervice ? The honour- 
able gentleman has admitted th it our refources are ftill great. If it 
'dc faU that wc ought to look to our laft flake — that laft flake is 
certainly involved in the ultimate iffuc of the prefent conteft. Wc 
can only, in the prefent moment, approach to that exhaufted fitua* 
tion by a bafe timidity, a contemptible imbecility, which would 
induce us to abandon the objed of our exertions, and would prov^ ♦ 
us unworthy of die blcflmgs we enjoy. He then argued, that though 
the war, which it had lately been the faftiion to term difgraceful, 
had been attended with heavy and fevere preflurc, ftill our rcfburcci , 
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bad incrcafed beyond the proportion of our cxpcnces, and that, as 
far as it related to the internal ftate of the country, to its commerce 
and its credit, and to the means of recruiting the army and the navy, 
never was there any war in which the afpcct of affairs, after two 
years of hoftility, was fo profperous and encouraging, and in which 
foch great exertions had been made within fo fliort a fpace. We 
were yet, hetrufted, neither deficient in the means nor in the fpirit 
ncceffary for a vigorous profecution of the war. Being convinced 
then that to put the army on a rcfpcdtablc footing, was the befi me- 
thod to render our naval fuperiority more fccure, and to give effect 
to our naval exertions, lie ivould rather vote the refolution imme- 
diately, than, by deferring it, rifle the fmallcft chance of difeouraging 
the public fpirit. And in this determination, he was the more 
confirmed, as whate\ cr w iftics might he entertained with rrfpcct 
to ncgociation, all quarters had agreed on the ntccfllty of ket ping 
on foot a great and powerful force — a necdlily, furclv, which it 
would not be contended, that any thing which lately had occurred, 
had, in the fmallcft degree, tended to diminifh. 

Mr. FOX faid, that if the light honourable gentleman had had 
the good fortune to be minifter of this country in the reign of Queen 
Anne, when we had, by the wifdomof our mcifurcs, gained fuch 
military reputation, and which, lie hoped, we fliould never lofc- ; 
if he 'had been Minifter, as his father was, at the end of what w*c 
ganerally called the ft vui-i c irs w r ar ; if lie had the reputation w hich 
his father had, for fee u ring North Amciica to this country for a 
jStne ; if he had gained in proportion as he had loft ; if he had ac- 
quired as much glory by his political conduit as he hid entaUed 
upon himfelf difgrace, he fliould tlien, Mr. Fox fiid, have had 
fotnc doubt whether the ftile and tone of the Mini Iter could have 
been juftified : prudent it could not be in any man, at any time, 
linger any circumftanccs ; but what would the Houfe think, and 
what would the people feel, when thev found fuch a man aiming 
•forward under fuch circumftanccs ? What was to be faid of a 
Minifter w T ho afkcd, and that with a tone of authority, for the 
* confidence of the Houfe in this profecution of the war ? A M ; - 
ftiftcr w r ho had been fo unfortunate, at leaft, as to fee every one of 
bis predictions reverfed by events ; who had year after year, regu- 
larly and'Conftantly, purfued meafures the moft wild, extravagant 
and dangerous, w ? hich experience taught us to be fo, and which had 
.brought us into a fituation which, in point of real calamity, was, 
perhaps, never equalled in this country at any former period. — That 
jfbeha Minifter could have the hardihood to afk for any confidence 
aitoniflung j it was adding ap infult to our injuries. It was 
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defeat, difgrace, or difafter befel u$, he minded ndt? 
under them all, his fpirit remained unbroken ; nor was he gfttteW 
with this, for he affe&cd tp caft ridicule on thofc who opppfed the 
war, by faying that it was the faftiion with them to call this Vttr 
calamitous and difgraceful— -now he fliouki be glad to know# if Itwos 
the faftiion, who was the caufe of it ? Would the Miftflfcr deny 
any one of the ftateinents that were made of the difeftrous events by 
which die war had been fo unhappily diftinguiftlpd ? Would ht 
deny that the object for which the war was undertaken on our part 
was loft ? Would he deny that we had not met with difeppoint* 
ments and defeats, misfortunes and difarters, which w f crc unequalled 
in the hiftory of the world ? Would t!ic Miniftcr (hew one event 
in the whole courfc of the prefent winter that could be conftrued in 
our favour ? Not a week paired without producing a gazette giving 
fomc account of our misfortune ; this was the cafe from time t» 
time until Flanders wa> entirely loft, Holland now, perhaps, pretty 
nearly fo, and a great part of Spain, and alfo a confiderable portion 
of our Weft India dominions. This w\is the man who afked for 
the confidence of the ] loufc m future, and \vho affected to treat 
with levity the fentiments of thofc who did their duty to the public# 
and who laid what they thought, that the prefent war was calamitous 
and difgraceful. — And what was our profpedt at this moment ? 
The Miniftcr faid, that, in feme ftnfc, this was our laft ftakc- 
Wlut did he mean by that ? Had he the fame objedt now in view 
as he profelfed to have had at the commencement of the war?^ 
Would he now fcrioufly tell the Hotife that he had any hope of * 
effecting a counter-revolution in France ? Was not that object loft 
for ever ? Was it not given up bv every power in Europe but that 
of Great Britain ? Had not every one of them virtually, by their 
actions, acknowledged the French Government, while wc flood 
alone vainly and foulilhly attempting to prevent furh a recognition# 
by which wc had brought ourfelves to the verge of luin ? He re* 
membered how the Miniftcr, fomc time ago, ufvJ to anfwcr fume 
objections that were made to his administration : he affedted, with 
a winner that was half modeft and half affuming, to fay that# 
xitn all defed that might be urged againft the conduct of the Go- 
vernment, the country was in a profperous condition. Little merit 
as there might be in fuch a declaration, when urged by way of ar- 
gument, yet it taught us to reflect on our condition now, and to 
.make us feel that if any merit of the Minifter had brought us to a 
ftate of profperity, there muft be fomc fault in the feme perfon who 
has brought us to the verge of ruin. He remembered# he feid* 
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ti^balarnlries of die American war, and, at the rime, ho thought 
tbttn great, but now, when he compared thorn .with the calamities 
<rf this war, they funk into trifles. He then faid that Minifters 


were to blame ; fuch appeared to bed^e general opinion, and Lord 
George Sackville and Lord Sandwich were removed : fomething 
pf dfis kind was the cafe with regard to the late firft Lord of the 
Admiralty, but diat was not the cafe with refped to the Minifter at 
'War, but on the contrary, a third Secretary of State was appointed, 
'fcemingly for the purpofe of keeping the conduct of die war in the 
hands in which it was before ; and to the fame hands which ma- 


naged the laft glorious campaign was to be trufted the care of the 
next ; and what were the people of the country to expo <3 from all 
this ? The Miniftcrs themfelves, or their friends, continually 
told us, that the Britilh arms had been well conducted ; if fo, our 


hopes muft be at an end ; for, with all the advantage of fuch good 
conduit, the refult to us had been only calamity and difgrace.— «• 
By whofe fault we had been brought into this iituation was not a 
'matter of the fame importance as the quelhon, Whit means we 
fhould purfue in future ? He, for one, was ready to declare, that 
4dl the blame appeared to him to be applicable to Miniftcrs ; for, 
df Minifters were accufed, and fomc General, or any other Officer, 
'Was to blame in the conduit of the war, it was an cafy thing for 
'Minifters to fay fo ; but if, with brave troops, good Generals, 
faithful allies, and gpod conduit, this was our fttuation, there re- 
mained, with refpelt to the profecution of the war, nothing but 
complete defpair. Having faid this, he came to tike notice of the 
fituation of our troops in Holland. Whether the Dutch entered 
Into negociation with the 1 rench with or without our knowledge, 
WJS a matter that muft be explained hereafter ; but when wc knew 
flat fuch was the cafe, it was the duty of Minifters to take care that 
the Britiih troops (hould not be left in a lituition where they might 
.be (acriflced : the beft thing that could be done in that cafe, was to 
give the army as good winter quarters as could be provided, and as 
*$Mdty as poffible bring it back to England. With regard to the 
Cffe& of the propofed vote, he was one of thofe who were willing 
>*o dflent to it if neceffary, provided that could be done without 
’Crippling the navy ; but as it poffibly might have that effclt, u« 
'better sway* would be to enquire into the fell ; and therefore he lhould 
motion of his honourable Friend, that the chairman 
’Atriwwsvethe chair, report progrefs, and alk leave to fit again. 
The 'Minifter was fanguine as to the power of this country to raifo 
'imey> and, Mr. Fox faid, he was fo alfo ; but the greateft diffi- 
**#ty hchad was about railing the men, and he was well allured 
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that the gnat bounty iriikh *w 

had a bad effaft on the feme* of the navy. ‘And fcm as fefqrto 
be compelled to fay, - that oa cotWpaniig the 
with preparations for other wars, the army had In $fo |&^djpre 
than its due proportion, when contrafted with the navy, 
never was a*war when the exertions of this country 
much diretSled to the navy as the prefent ; and what WMev^rh^m 
to conclude from the vote which was propofed to-night, blit toatW 
were going to fend thoufends of Britifh troops out of this coudftyftn 
be flaughtered in Germany, or imprifoned in France? Wls tttt 
that true * Had not that been the cafe in this campaign' 1 '${£ 
had no intelligence except what the gazettes afforded, from 
he found the lofs of the Britifh troops to be dreadful. He hoped* 
that no more of them were to go to the continent, for of tfye tort* 
alternatives, if the one or other muft be adopted, he would rather 
that Englifh money fhould be fquandeied, than that EnglUh men 
fhould be flaughtercd. He then took a fhort view of die conduct 
of adminiftration fince the commencement of the war, and main* 
tained that they had purfued many meafures which were highly i% 
jurious to the interefts of this country, and omitted many by whUlk 
it might have been highly benefited ; and after all, was it Atfe 
more than a Britifh Houfe of Commons ought to hear, dial a mighty 
army was to be put under the direction of men who had gone ra 
for towards the ruin of their country, and who would not give ,a* 
much as an account of their conduit ? What, he would afk again, 
did the Minifter mean by an affedled fneer, that it was the fauifot) 
to call this a difgraceful war ? Would he attempt to detty that 
aflertion ? Would he fay it was not difaftrous, calamitous, and 
difgraceful ? Would he compare it with any other In which this 
country had ever been engaged ? Would he compare the ev«)tt 
of it with thofe of any other ? Town by town loft, army by army 
defeated. H cre Mr. Fox entered into an enumeration of the loffet 
of Vaiemriennes, Conde, and the various other places, until hft 
came to the fate of Holland, in all which he faw nothing on .the 
art yrour adminiftration but arrogance and incapacity. He <M 
An. with to fay any thing of himfelfj but he had no dcutyt that If 
ais iounfel bad been followed, even a long time after the war had 
v commenced, we might frilly have faved Holland. Was he to be tejti 
it was the faftiion to call this a difgraceful war ? it.wis the falhiott 
with him to fay what he knew, and it ought to be the fafhlon with 
the people to exprefs what they felt. With regard to the finances 
and refouwes of this country, he admitted them to be great, bfif 
he defired it to be remembered alio, that the debt which we already 
‘ Vox., XL.. Ff * . 
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1 W$k extremely great, and proceeded much farther in this 
/ffyqhaus aw, it rfftgh* c«me to lx a queftidn, what were the re- 
footer hjr which we n%hf pay off the intereft of our debt and 
*‘f&pg&rt die government. *11)11$ war had deeply affedted, even our 
y^Qfiaicto already. It had afledled our manufactures in a very con- 
Actable degree ? if the Minifter doubted it, a gentleman (Mr. 
(^tfftjtdhajtt) would give him forne information from hiS conftituents. 
Upon that fo^jedt ; hut if that was the cafe with regard to our own 
manufactures, before we loft Holland as an ally and a cuftomer, 

« what was to be the cafe now, that Holland had got in the hands of 
*the Fffench * He had heard it laid that the credit of the two 
>CcMftWie$ Was infeparably blended, that in particular the hank of 
tl ptogfand and the bank of Amftcrdam, were, m point of concern 
to* Us, one and the fame thing ; this was the language held out in 
order f to get us into this war $ he admitted it was not ufed by the 
Minifter^ but they all fuffered it to have its weight at the time it 
was Uttered ; they faid nothing to fhew the fallacy of it. If, on 
th£ other hand, there be no fallacy in it, what was the fituation of 
Amftcrdam, and confrquently the iituation of this country, at this 
j very moment > He was fure he did not know ; and he was afraid 1 
the Miluller did not know. He was afraid, too, that the Dutch 
Would be of opinion, that our exeeflive friendfhip, our great good- 
will, had been the caufe of their ruin. Indeed there was too mudh 
mfon to fiifpedt that this was true, with regard to die Dutch, but, 
CD outfelvcs, we were in a fitnilar fituation— we were the only 

* pfiWpr in Europe who refufed to acknowledge the prefent Govern- 
jmeht of France ; all the other had virtually done fo. We were 

about to perfuade die Emperor, by means of fix millions of 
' pwney, *0 pretend to change his opinion upon that fubjcCt, after 
'WC had tried all other in vain upon the fame occafion. Good God ! 

' that a Minifter who had brought us into this calamitous and dif- 
vgntceful fituation fhould come to the Houfc of Commons, and 
CXpefii confidence as to his future operations 1 Still mare deplorable 
It Wto that there fhould be a Houfc of Commons who wc‘ ild hear 
’ filch « ptopOfition t in this there bpneatod to him to be fo nothing 
( tMiyliiaufpieiods and alarmingly ominous. The Duty of Mi- 
’ Wift^Wto to come to that Houfe, and to exprefs himfclf only jfj 
: tone& f fcftuw and contrition ; and die duty of the Houfe, in his 

* ""after what they heard from the Minifter, was to exprefs 
ilg nation at hi* arrogance. He concluded with obferving; 

l^tt'Afauid nor have entered fo much into die various points he 
‘ Inn fo-h^bt, if ftie Minifter had not, by his manner of 

that Houfc and die people of this 
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country with fo great contempt ; for 

treat- with'fcverity, complaint! againff a war wfifcn . AfeS jft" 
calamitous in which this country vjas over '^Vii OTatfr^ 

Mr. Chancellor PITT laid, that die mapper 
Fox had treated the obfervations wliich had fell*n jrat£yiffl| 
have (truck evety gentleman in fuch a manner, as 
have anticipated the reflections which he was about 
confideration of the houfe. So grofs ’and evident a pervtjfjl^ 0^ 
every thihg he had advanced, it was his firm perfuafioqttaMia^y-i 
had ever uttered. The right honourable gentleman had tcgtlp 
f lying that confidence had been called for by him (Mr. Pitt) in jt 
miniftration, and had inquired, with an air of infulting triumph,^ ; 
what ground of confident* could be Hated by Ms Majcfty’Stmnmpr*, ' 
of fuffident force, after what he termed the difgraces and di^Hero 
which the country had differed under their adminiftration^ to jn-' 
duce the public to put that truft in them which they demahtfcd 1 
The fad was, however, that not one fyllablc had been advanced «* 
the fubjed of fuch confidence : how far there were grounds for-U * 
juft and conftitutional confidence in minifters, was a queftioo of * f t 
different nature, and which he w'as ready to argue, whenever v 
occafion (hould call for it. The confidence which he hp# 


tinned was of a different kind from that to which die right horfoUiv 
able gentleman had alluded: it was a confidence which he flwuty., 
be attained not to feel, whatever might be thc*arduous fituatfoh i4' , 
which he himfclf might be placed , 'however difaftrous the ibte of 
die nation might appear , it was a confidence m the refources of ( 
the country itfeif, a confidence in the pcrfevcrance and fpjrit of it* , 
inhabitants. What (lame, faid he, cm poffibly attach to hny 


man for exprefling a proper and firm reliance on the fpirit and pen- ^ 
feverancc of the people, and their attachment to their conftitution^ 
Gentlemen were not, as had Men afferted, called on by hint tartly 
on die* meAs of admimftration, but on the refources and credit pf 
the country^ the 7 cal and vigour of the jwoplc. Although the cw#-. 
tc’ft in v Jeh wc were eng.ged was truly faid to be die ntoft import 
^ cxtenfivc of any In which wc had ever been 'engaged ♦ yet ft 
yf equ all y true, thit the refources of diis country, |<j ejnablc 
‘Spport that contcft, were at leaft ihcreafcd in^ cqwff * 

Was'there then any thing arrogant or nfcfompfoOU? 
confidence in thofe refources, or reliance on the BeopV ^ 

would itijl continue to make editions pwpfflfowfo ® ttw § 

they jMTeffed i The mifrepipfcntadon of the r$if * 

plan could only be coufidcred as an attempt to deceive SwI 
people, and not a fair appeal fe.% 
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generous nation. It was an attempt, unworthy of the right honourable 
gentleman, to fetter the country in their exertions againft their ene- 
mies, at the fame moment that he (Mr. Fox) had pledged himfclf 
(plemnly to the Houfe, that the greateft exertions were neceflaiy 
for carrying on the conteft. The next point in which that right ho- 
nourable gentleman had mifreprefented him was with refpedt to the 
levity which had been aferibed to him when fpeaking of the misfor- 
tunes which the country had endured fince the commencement of 
:he war, and in die laft campaign. The tone of exultation which that 
right honourable gentleman had ufed when fpeaking wuh an effldled 
sopcern for thofc misfortunes, he thought much more likely give 
□(fence. What levity, however, was there ufed ? He did not deny 
that events, which he lamented as much as any one, had occuirtd , 
nor did he attempt to under rate the misfortunes w’hich had un- 
doubtedly happened during the war. He certainly felt the difafurs 
of the war, firft, as effl&ing other powers, then affulmg us by our 
general fituation with reipeft to Eui ope, and thofe with whom we 
are more cfpecially connected ; hut more particularly as affixing 
our own immediate profperit) , and impeding the profpeft of our 
own tranquillity , but notwithfiandmg ill thrs, he (hould fiill flatc, 
what no clamour, howxver loud, however boifterous, could prc\cnt 
him from dating, that while he faw refources, fuch as thefe were, 
U the country, it would fiill be wife and prudent to cairy on the 
war, in fpite of the diftrefs and misfortune which had attended it. 
He hoped he knew how to feel the miferies and calamities we had 
endured , that he knew how to feel alarm, unaccompanied with 
defpair , and to exprefs the language of firm and unabated rcfolu- 
tiop, in the midft of a trying and difficult fituation. With refpeft 
to his ufe of the term faJhion y he had been much mifreprefented. 
He did not mean to deny, by that mode of fpeaking, the diiafters 
which had taken place on the continent, but to (how that gentle- 
men 'had been too eager to magnify thofe difafters, an# to forctcl 
the confequcnces that might enlue. He wiflied therri So recollect 
that many powers engaged m this wai had been rcducedrn former 
tintafeto dip gyeateft ftraits and extremities ; but had gained gh,** -md 
idpraiatp applaufe for their magnanimity in firuggling with then 
dmculties ; and the fubfequent approbation of wife and prudent 
men, who faw them ultimately fucceed by their magnanimity. 
What he wiihed to reprobate was the fafhion of indiferiminately, 
^eakjng of every part of the war as uniformly difaftrous, and, to-, 
fright as being uniformly d\fgraceful. The right honourable gentleman, 
ftjd, had affumed this difgrace, but knew not where it ought to 
** 0n and t^en, which did not appear 
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remarkably candid or generous in him, he wifhed diem to give a 
{hare of it to the generals and officers who had had the coftdu& of 
the war. It was not juft, either in the firft inflame, to take it for 
granted minifters were guilty, nor afterwards to defire them to fhift 
off the blame from thcmfclves. He, however, was very happy it}, 
dating, that not only this had not been a difgracpful war, hut that 
the reputation of the country never flood higher ; for, both in foo- 
ters and adveiftty, its armies had fhown the moft unexampled cou- 
rage and fortitude ; and that in every refpeft, as far as concerned 
our military operations, this would be found to be one of the moft 
honourable and brilliint peiiods in thchiftory of the nation* What- 
ever might have been the prcffuie as to immediate apprehenfipp, yet 
experience would prove, that the balmce was in our favour. He 
defired the Houfcto look at our fucccflcs by fca and theWeft Indies, 
and to examine the cffcdl which thefe advantages had had on our 
internal fituation. Afk any man, he proceeded, who dwells with 
real, but without a conceiled joy, on the misfortunes we have fuf- 
fered, whether it has not been the fafhion uniformly to apply the 
term difaftcr to every ailion during the war? One remark he 
fhould make on this topic, tint if the whole were true, yet it would 
form no argument on the preftnt oecaiion , it might, perhaps, be 
regular to introduce it, bccaufe there was fcarcely any oceafion in 
which invc£tive againft admimftntion might not be eafily introduc- 
ed in fome fhape or other. If the right honourable gentleman were* 
ferious in fuppofing, that in every inftance mifeonduft was mani- 
fell , that theie had been no e\ent, which had not been diiaftrous 
and difgracefui to this country , that all our operations were the 
fruits of fully and ignormce , and that all thefe chaiges Were to 
be laid to the account of government — he ought, at lead, to deal 
fairly. Could he believe that the confcqutncc from his premifc^ 
was, that wc were to have no arm) ? Or, were we to abandon th<r 
W^r, beciufe Holland was loft ? or, becaufc thwarted in fome of 
ovl objefls, were we to omit the beft means of defence, viz. the 
r cans of offence ? 

If the right honourable gentleman believed all he had advanced, the 
only way to remedy it would be by petitioning his Majefty to dif- 
nufshis minifters ; why did not the right honourable gentleman affert 
this openly ? He, of all men in the country, had the lead need 
pf any delicacy on the fubjedl. If he could prove that, his Majefty'a 
minifters were incapable of conducing thofe affairs with which they 
were chaiged, there tould be no doubt but foccefs would follow the 
endeavour to proc&ie their difmifllon ; but this would not carty 
with jt the cortyqvcncc, hat he (Mr* Fox) could be induced 



' . PARLIAMENTARY A. 1795. 

himfelf into his Majcfty's council : for if he did not convince the 
1 Country that the war was inconfiftent with their intereft, and would 
‘jte rhinous-to the filtered and hnppincfs of the people ; if he did 
loot fatisfy them that it would be more proper for them to make a 
pcacc wlth the cxifting government of France, though he might 
iuecced in the removal, yet he himfelf would not have the conduct 
of affairs. As to the points of mifeonduft, the firft alluded to was 
Iftc expedition of Sir John Jervis to the Wc'ft Iudies. It had been 
afferted on the other fide, that the number of men v.as not fuffi- 
cicnt; that, at firft, 10,000 were promi fed, but that a great num- 
ber had been ftoicn by government. It was highly abfurd to ufc 
fuch language ; for no man could conceive, that where circumftanccs 
called for an employment of forces different to their original defti- 
fwition, that government had not the right of altering their firft de- 
termination* The force, however, had been decided by the event 
be fufiicient, as all the fcrvicc had been done which at any time 
was in the contemplation of Government. He was as ready as any 
Jinan to allow that an i nervate of merit fliould be attributed to the 
commanders ; but this mu ft be faid, that great exertions had been 
made to fupply that army, which had been retarded by unfortunate 
circumftanccs, which, however, were as much to be imputed to 
Minifters, as the fioft which had opened the pafiage to Holland. 
With refpefl to the dilemma, which the right honourable gentleman 
had attempted to drag Minifters into refpofling the conduct of the 
War,^ it was certainly very Ingenious. When, however, he put the cafes 
of the good or bad conduQ of our allies or our officers, he fliould 
have been aware, that it is not fair to flatc extreme cafes ; for was 
there nothing intermediate between the complete and precife fidelity 
atsd good condudl of our allies, and a total and full defertion of every 
^principle of faith and honour ? And was there no medium between 
the extreme of dififter and misfortune, and that of complete fuc- 
cefs ? Notwithftanding many adverfe accidents had brought k 1 a 
feries of calamities, yet they did not deftroy all hopes of fuccefsjfror 
at lead of making a (land againft thofc calamities. Would anj^ 
fav that it was not better to refift and oppofc them, than tamely 
to fubmit, without making any ftand at all ? It mull be admitted, 
lie faid, that foinc of our allies had not afled perfectly as we had a* 
nghf ;0 expert $ and one, he was lorry to fay, whofe fall we had to 
perhaps came under that description ; but he fliould forbear 
to any thing with refpeeft to that power, bemufe all we now 
e^ulct do for it was to lampnt its calamities. But would any one 
j$Ejfc we had Oot fet them a great example of vigour in our operations, 
M 4 of a ffcady performance of our engagements ? and though it 
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muft be faid with regret* that we bad not becft completely fucccfs- 
ful, yet we bad the fatisfadtion of ufmg every cffQrtfto avoid that 
dertrudlion, which other wile muft have been accelerated by tw? 
years. * . 4 

The right honourable gentleman had, with great inconfifttncy, im-, 
puted to Adminiftration, firft, tint rhey had not recalled their ar- 
mies home the minute Holland fliould (hew a difpofition to .male 
peace. Did the right honourable gentleman mean this as a fpetimen 
of the manner in which lie would treat an ally ? Would he leave 
them defencelefs to negotiate with a vidWi r »us enemy ? Would he 
have advifed us to withdraw, while the frontier was defenfible, and. 
when there was evay real' in to bi 11 eve, th; r if rhefeafon (hould be 
as they ufuallv are in that country, they woifd have gained their 
objefl, in keeping the enemy r;um the accompli (\ment of their de- 
figns on Holland ? The hand of Cod had rendered the feafeit 
unufually fevere, and had thereby thwarted their defigns, and given 
the opportunity to the enemy of cmplcring ilu h puvpufcs. The 
valour and fortitude of our troops had crpUeu ?. 'millers to follow 
that line of conduct which was pioper ; they b--d done every thing' 
tofave Holland, and the ]M it could not he iir.pmcd to them as 
a crime; fince all tlwir cf'bm wo;dd Jnve heen cfleflual, if tlie 
fenfonhad not been untifuallv ri 7' r . .is. To 1 * ; vc abandoned Hol- 
land, therefore, at the time rc vm.n .n Ki bv the right honourable 
gentleman, would have been diih'mnun.hh: ,.nd impolitic. lie had ' 
been induced to make thole obfervations, b'vaufe he could not fuffer 
the mifreprefentations of the light honourable gentleman to pals uiv 
.noticed ; though he couM not fee that the tjucdion before the Houfe 
at all involved in it the <>uefiion of tiic guilt or innocence of Ad- 
minift ration. 

Mr. FOX faid, that it vras ncccflarv for him, after what they 
had juft heard, to enter into fume explanation of what he had for- 
merly fpoken, at lcaft upon 011c or two points. The right honourable 
gentleman complained much of having been mifreprefented. Whe-. 
ther tlilre was mod miireprefentation in w hat he had faid, or in what 
fell fr|Fn the right honourable gentleman, lie would leave entirely 
? to Houfe, who had fo many opportunities of knowing how r much 4 
dc was inclined to mifreprefent objects oTdifcuflion there or other- 
v, .*ife. Nothing could certainly be a greater pcrverlion of meaning, 
than the manner in which the right honourable gentleman had ex- 
plained the ufe he had made of the terms calamitous* difaftrous, and 
difgraceful, as applied to the war : as to the two firft, he believed 
there was nobody in ofruut of that Houfe could deny that they were 
applicable to the whole of the war, from its firft beginning and 
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Continuance down to the mod unfortunate fituation in which this 
country was now placed ; and as to the word difgrace , he had no 
hefitition in declaring that he meant to apply it folely to the condutt 
of Admlniftration, and not for a moment let it be fuppofed, as the 
right honourable gentleman had infinuated, that he had the molt diftant 
idea of attaching it to the merits, the charatters, or the conduit of 
cither the Generals, the Officers, or the men, who had been fo 
dreadfully employed in thofe fecnes of difappointment, difafter, and 
calamity,' which, notwithftanding their greateft and beft exertions, 
had uniformly followed the execution of every one of the miferable 
plans which Adminiftration had adopted for the profecution of their 
favourite, though ruinous, war. As to the merits of the Officers 
and men, it had often been his happinefs to have the honour of pay- 
ing the tributes of praiic and admiration fo juftly due to their va- 
lour, gallantry, and exertions ; and though it might be thought in 
fome degree pride and vanity in him to fay it, there certainly was 
one rcafon, which, independent of all others, muft induce him to 
be partial to their condutt ; he was nearly related to many who had 
been the moft attive and placed in the moll arduous lituations in this 
war, and with others he was fo much con netted by the ties of friend- 
(hip and good wifhes, that he certainly would derive no honour or 
fatisfattion by publifhing their difgrace, even if any, which he 
would not allow to be the cafe, had fallen to their fhare. It was 
to Minifters only, therefore, that he attached thofe fevere blit juftly- 
earned epithets ; they had fully (hewn their imbecility, by plunging 
the country into the war, and their incapacity ever fince to condutt 
war which was, as far as the events had fliewn, on their 
part, to be called the moft calamitous, difaftrous, and difgraceful, 
that this country had ever feen. As to the honourable gentleman* 
obfcrvations about the country not being at its laft ftake as to refources, 
he would only fay, that whatever the country might now be difpofed 
to feci on that head, it was plain that the right honourable gentle- 
man, from his words and condutt, was near being at an cn^> if not 
at the laft ftake, of his refources. The right honourable gentleman 
called upon him to move an addrefs to His Majefty to difnttfs his 
Mjruftjsp ; but that motion, from whatever quarter it might proper!)* - 
coro^Bependcd more on time, and on circumftances, than on the 
fuggeftions of the right honourable, gentleman. Whether there 
be policy in bringing forward fuch a motion at this time, he 
not to argue, but at this juntture it became his duty, and that 
of tip Houfe, to call upon Minifters for ag, explanation of their 
condutt, before they voted fix millions more of their conftituents’ 
iftpney into hands that had proved themfelves fo miferably and com* 
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pletcly inadequate to the condu# of the war, and fo utterly unfit ip 
every refpefl: for the truft and confidence fo repeatedly ajked by and 
arepofed in them. As a Member of Parliament, he had a right to 
fix blame upon Minifters, and to call upon them at lead for explana- 
tion. One thing, indeed, he was glad t o hear from the tight honour- 
able gentleman, and that was, that when that Houfc fhould think fit 
to addrefs the King todifmifs hisprefent Minifters, the right honour- 
able gentleman would be ready to comply with their withes. His 
happinefs atfuch a removal he might fairly ftate, without the lead 
idea of being fufpected that he wifhed to become his fucccflor, in 
fuch a fituation as his mifeondudt had placed the country. Every 
one who knew him, muft be convinced that lie had no violent and 
eager defire of office ; but they muft think him growing old, even 
to dotage, who could poflibly attribute to him the ambition of car- 
rying on the war, upon the principles adopted by the prefent Adnfi- 
niftration ; or who would imagine that he w r as eaten up with fo dia- 
bolical a fpccies, as to envy the right honourable gentleman in his 
fituation. We were now reduced to tire abfurd fituation of appear- 
ing to all Europe to be the oifiy power which refufed to attempt a 
negotiation with the Government of France ; every other Pow r er 
had virtually recognized the Republic. Ho had not that vitiated 
■taftc for ambition to with to proceed on the foundation of the prefent 
Miniftry ; but on the other hand, he would not fay, that if the 
Public thought that no one was more able or fitter to undertake the 
conduct of affairs, or if abler men lhould refufe, thathew r ould not 
undertake it, even in the prefent fituation of affairs ; he fhould think 
it his duty, and lhould not helitatc to fay, that he imagined that, 
from fome experience, he might undertake to conduct the affairs 
with fomewhat more of propriety than the prefent Adminiftration. 
But till the Public thought with him, he could not be a ufeful fer- 
vanr, nor adl in a manner agreeable or honourable to himfelf. He 
could not decide how* far a point of honour might lead Minifters to 
keep the troops in Holland ; but he could fay nothing on this fub- 
jciS, tillkc had had an opportunity of examining how far good faith 
had bce« kept with that Republic. I le did not think much ftrefe 
could be laid on the argument on the froft, as he did not believe the 
fcafe of the unufual fevciity could be made out to the extent to which 
it had been w r ith fo much confidence ftated. The exultation which 
had been attributed to him on our misfortunes, was a fubjc£t fo ftalc 
that it fcarccly deierved notice. He had not exaggerated bur cala- 
mities ; lie had expreffed himfelf ftrongly, hecaufc he felt ftrongly ; 
and it would not be juft honourable in a Statesman, if he did not 
endeavour to reprdent to the people their actual fituation. In thi 
Voi,. XL. Gg 
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. American war, the fame charge had been brought againft him ; it 
was then faid, as now, that he muft exult in our misfortunes, be- 
caufe he had pred idled them. This was not fair ; how were men 
to ufe their wifdom, or to apply their prudence, if not in pointing 
out what are likely to be the confequcnces of the adlions of men en- 
trufted with the guidance of Suite affairs ? He did not with to lower 
the fpirit of the people, or to make them defpond ; but he would 
warn them to look at their fituation, and examine if there were not 
fomc mode of carrying on the war with fafety to the nation ; or if 
propofals could not be made, which might produce the blefllngs of 
peace, and which, if attempted, might alfo point out the mode of 
carrying on the war with fuccefs, if it were neccffary. lie had al- 
ways been averfe to thofe Miniilcrs who had incrcafed the load of 
our national debt, and the burdens of the taxes ; he was not forty 
that he had oppofed Adminiftrarion, both in the American and pre- 
fent war ; for this he had the confolation of having done his duty 
according to his own confeience ; and for all other fort of approba- 
tion, he left it to the country to do him whatever juitice he was 
thought to merit. He believed that Holland might have been with 
cafe preferved, if wc had fhewn a difpofftion to ncgociatc at the be- 
ginning of the war. Though he was not one of thofe vifionaries 
who believed it poffiblc to cftablilh peace, and though he had pre- 
poffeflions in favour of continental connections, yet he tliought it 
was an honour to have been in the minority on the queftion of w ? ar, 
not only on this but many other occa lions. He a Iked which were 
the beft friends to the country, thofe who attempted to conceal from 
the people the dangers to which they were expofed, or thofe who 
dated fully thofe dangers, without inculcating defpondencc ? With 
rcfpc£t to the queftion before the Houle, it was true that he was 
pledged to them to fupport an armament, but not the diftribution of 
it i he was only pledged to the fupport of the incrcafc of the navy, 
even if it were neccffary that the army fhould be diminifhed. 

Mr. MAURICE ROBINSON fupported the obfervations of 
Mr, Huflev, and with regard to the loan to the Emperor, Me advffed 
the M miller, as a friend, not to have any thing to do wift it. 

Mr. Huffey’s motion was then' put, and negatived without a di- 
vifion. 

Mr. FOX wiflied to be informed by Minifters, whether his in- 
formation was corrcft, which led him to believe that great inattention 
and ncglefl: had prevailed in our hofpitals ; if this was fo, it was a 
veiy ferious grievance, and demanded immediate confideration. He 
might, perhaps, be anfvvercd on this point, that they were andcr 
better management than thofe of our allies \ but what be wanted* 
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to know was, whether they were in the Hate which they ought to 
be? 

Mr. SECRETARY AT WAR candidly acknowledged that his 
information led him to think, with the right honourable gentleman, 
that there had been inattention and much confcqucnt diftrefs in the 
cafe of the Tick and wounded ; but there being fo many different 
caufes to which this might be aferibed, he could not pofitively lay 
the blame to any particular department. From what lie had fecn 
and known on this fubjeft, it was his eameft wifh that every invef- 
tigation might take place, which could tend to obviate thofc grounds 
of complaint which had hitherto prevailed, and regulate die ma- 
nagement of the hofpitals properly in future. 

Mr. JEKYLL Hated that a very large fum had been expended 
for wine and other medicines for the ufc of the army. If that was 
not explained to his fatisfadlion, lie would, on fomc future day, 
move for an inquiry into the matter, fuch as had taken place in 
1761. 

Mr. Secretary WINDHAM replied, andnflfured the honourable 
gentleman that it was his with to give rhe fullcft information he could 
obtain relative to that fubjedh 

General FI1ZPATRICK afkcd whether any eftimate of the 
emigrant corps were to be given in ? 

Mr. WINDHAM faid, Certainly. 

The original motion was then put and carried ; the remaiilder 
of the refutations were then feverally voted, and the Houfe being 
refumed, ordered to be reported to-morrow. 

7 burfil y , 22 d January . 

Mr. WIGLEY moved, “ That as Mr. Alderman Curtis w'as 
obferved in his place, the order of the day for his attendance to- 
morrow 7 , he difeharged.” 

Mr. SHERIDAN obferved, he was glad to fee the Members 
for the city of London attending their duty in the Houfe at fo early 
an hour ; but it was a little aukward to fee the motion for cxcufing 
one abfentee fccoi'ded by another, for the gentlemen of the city of 
London were abfent when the Houfe was called over ; he did not 
mean to blame them for it, for he believed they were attending 
their duty in the city at the time, nor did he mean to fay any thing 
agninft their having leave of abfence from the Houfe to-morrow T ; 
for he underftood they w ould have important bufmefs on their hands 
to-morrow in the city, and he hoped they would employ their abi- 
lities in convincing their conftitucnts of the ncceflity of their exert-^ 
Ing themfclvcs to put an end to this calamitous war. 

G S % . „ , 



parliamentary 


A. *79$t 


42 $ 

The queftion was then put and carried. 

The fame motion was made on behalf of Mr. Alderman Ander- 
fon, Sir James Sandcrfon, Mr. Alderman Le Mcfurier, Sir Wat- 
kin Lewes, and Mr. Alderman Newnham, as alfo for Lord Hinch- 
mbrokc, Sir Benjamin Ilammet, and Mr. Pelham, which waa 
agreed to. * 

Mr. CURWEN prefented a petition on behalf of the Freemen 
of the city of Carliflc ; fettmg forth, That the petitioners, deeply 
affc&cd with the calamities of the difaftrous war in which this na- 
tion is at prefent engaged, without hope that any of the avowed pur- 
pofes for which it is carried on can ever be accomplifhed, a^d alarm- 
ed at the immenfe expenditure of public money, which muft ulti- 
mately render good or ill lucetf* in the farther profecution of it 
equally ruinous, do moft carneflly entreat the Houfe to adopt fucli 
meafurcs as may bring it to a fpeedy period, and reftorc the bleflings 
of peace — bl citings at all times delirable, but, in the prefent cir- 
cumftances, effcntially ncccflary to the public fccurity and happiw 
nefs. 

Ordered to be laid on the table. 

Lord MORPETH faid, he held in his hand, what he feared the 
rules of the Houfe would not permit to be laid on the table ; it was 
not, properly fpcaking, apetiirn, although it partook of the na- 
ture of one, for it expreffed the fentiments of fourteen hundred per- 
fons, inhabitants of Carliflc ; it protefted againft, and expreffed 
fentiments oppofitc to thofc which were contained in the petition 
now propofed to be laid upon the table. He (liould now read it to 
the Houfe : 

PROTEST of the Inhabitants */, the City and Neighbourhood of 
Carlisle,. 

a WHEREAS certain Freemen of the city of Carliflc hare refolvcd 
'to petition Parliament to adopt futh meal u res as may bring the war hi 
which this nation is nowenga; :»* :o a fpeedy period, and have lent in- 
ftruftions to the Reprrfctitatives ot thu city, 44 to aflbeiate for thatpur- 
pofewith any man or let of men whom they can believe fincere in the 
i*0}££ldign and whereas a renuifmenhas appeared, fignedby thirteen 
gentlemen, approving of r!,e duu nicature*, and inviting the inhabitants 
at iatrge to join in a limilar petition, to be entitled “A petition certain 
of the principal inhabitants of the city and neighborhood of the city of 
Carlifle;” We, the underligned inhabitants of the laid city and neigh- 
bourhood, firmly attached to the King and Conilitution, equally anxioufc 
for the re-eftablifliment of an honourable peace as the petitioners, and 
as equally zealous for the interests of our country, conceiving fuch. in-. 
* flruaions to be improper, and being convinced that petitions of fuch a 
nature at the prefent moment can tend only to clog the wheels of Gp- 
, vernmeut, encourage the common enemy, and protract the attainment 
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of the very object which they profefs to advance, do thus (otemnly PRO- 
TEST again ft the above proceedings, confident that the wifdom of the 
Legiflaturc will purfue fuch meaiuns as may be molt expedient to pro* 
mote the public welfare and fccurc the happinefs of the country,” 

Signed by about fourteen hundred perfons. 

The perfons whofe fignaturcs this Proteft: bore, were, to hi* 
knowledge, many of them of the firft rofpcftahility in that pait of 
the country, manufacturers and gentlemen of great landed property. 
They gave a public teftimony of attachment to His Majefty and the 
other branches of the Lcgifhturc, and to the Conftitution, as now 
happily eftahliflied ; they thought it improper to apply at this time 
to Parliament for peace, and they exprefled a perfect reliance on the 
wifdom of the Lcgifhturc for procuring, at a due fcafon, the bid! 
fings of an honourable, fafe, and Ming peace. He w idled that 
the paper in queftion had a (fumed a form in which it mull have been 
presented to the Houfe ; finee, however, thefe perfons had done 
him the honour to entruft this charge to him, he endeavoured* 
though very imperfectly, to give as public a tell imony as he was 
able in favour of men who did not wifh to he included in the gene- 
ral char, Klcr which dut petition inuft affix to the inhabitants of 
Carliflc, and who di i not wit'll to appear to concur in mea hires, of 
which they totally anil entirely dif.ipprovcd. 

Mr. CUR WEN laid that the Pmtclh of which the noble Lord 
had lo candidly given a general fia'cincut, contained the fentiments* 
perhaps, of fome gentler.* u. n in the neighbourhood of Cai lifle, which 
they ftated in a general way ; however that might he, he felt it his 
duty to fay, that the petition which he had preiVnted, conveyed the 
real fenfc of the Kn emen of Cariine, whole names appeared to it* 
They were honeft, refp*. stable men, and he ilionld he nfliameJ to 
prefent their petition if he thought othorwife. The petition was 
agreed to in confcq uence of a public meeting which was held at the 
place. They were men who were unbiafled, and entirely unattach- 
ed to any party ; and fo general was the fentiment among them for 
peace, that out of all thofc who attended the meeting, four only 
diflented from the petition. They had no delire to dog the wheels 
of Government, hut they vvifhed for peace, as a blcffing to be en- 
joyed by the country nt large. As to the proteft alluded to hy the 
noble Lord, he muft obferve, that he held a hand-bill in his hind, 
which explained fomethingof the nature of, that proteft ; he wasaf- 
fured he might lately fay, that much undue influence (of which l\e 
did not accufe the noble perfon who produced it) had been ufed by 
many perfons of great wealth in the neighbour hood, among whom 
were agents of a noble Earl and of a Biihop. He trufted, that fuch 
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practices would not be continued ; if they fhould, there would be 
an end of all hope of collc&ing the real fentiments of the people of 
this country on the fubjeft of the war. 

Mr. WALLACE faid, that the' only argument the honourable 
gentleman had ufeu to prove that the petition juft presented to the 
Houfe contained the fenfe of the majority of that defeription of per- 
fons from whom it came, was, that it had been tranfmitted from a 
public meeting. He had laid that the honourable gentleman and 
himfclf were both enough acquainted with the country to know that 
file fenfe of the people was not always molt accurately to be collected 
from a public meeting. That, however, under other circumftances 
that might influence the Houfe in the prefent, certainly no attention 
was due to the petition on that account ; had it been approved in a 
public meeting, and figned, as in fome cafes, by the Chairman 
only, it might then have b¥cn prefumed that the majority of thofe 
who had been convened, lud fanCdioncd it with their approbation. 
But when, inftead of that, they figned it individually, we had no 
fight to prefume that all who had approved fueh a meafurc, had nof 
fet their names to the petition, and therefore no greater weight was 
due to it than what it derived from the number of lignaturcs attach- 
ed to it ; unlefs tfie honourable gentleman would contend (which he 
was furc he could not) that there was not any facility afforded for 
thofe who chofc to add their names ; nay, that every exertion was 
not made to induce them to do it. He faid it was eafv to favour 
petitions on any fubject ; and defpieable, indeed, was the caufc in 
favour of which a petition could not be obtained. How the caufe 
of the honourable gentleman flood in that country, lie could not wifh 
to be better efthna'id than by the prefent petition with fueh a fig- 
nature. He was happy, he faid, to avail Tiimfclf of this opportunity 
to bear teftimony to what he had rrafon to think the general feeling of 
the county, though certainly there were fome who were of a diffe- 
rent way of thinking. He faid that that county had been confidcred 
as more than any other averfe to the prefent war ; that an affertion 
had appeared, that the grand jury Jiad come to a refolution, if peace 
'Wasunot concluded in a limited time, to petition ilr it ; whence that 
affcrtiorl came, or under what authority inferted in the public pa- 
persi he did not know’ ; but he knew that it was without the 
(mailed: foundation. He was defirous to have this diftindfly under- 
stood, arid the more, bccaufc he knew that in making it fo, he wa9 
doing that which was peculiarly gratifying to many who formed a 
part of that grand jury, and whom he had the honour to. call his 
friends ; he therefore again repeated, that no propofition to that 
purpofe was ever nude, or any refolution ever taken. He faid, 
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from knowing many individuals, he was furprifcd at the refolutions 
that appeared in the paper ; that, as far as he had cohered from 
conventions with them, he thought that they were incapable of 
approving fuch a petition, upon the grounds ftated in a paper in his 
hand, namely, that the objevft of the war was not rational, and that 
its confequcnces could not be advantageous to the county ; for he. 
believed them to think that the objefl of the war was eflential to the 
prefervation of our conftitution and liberties, and that its fuecefs (if 
any attended it) would be highly beneficial not only to this country 
in particular, but to Europe in general. He laid that his conjec- 
ture was not ill founded ; it would be fufFicient to refer to the pe- 
tition on one hand, and the proteft on the other, to fatisfy the 
Houfe ; but he laid there were other cireumftanccs attending thefe# 
which he could not leave unmentioned. 

He then Hated the requilition foj- the petition to have been figneA 
by thirteen, that for the pro tell to have been figned by fifty-three ; 
partly the mod refpectable tradefmen and inhabitants of the place# 
partly by gentlemen of the greuteft conli deration and property in the. 
county. He then adverted to the numbers of the proteft, about 
fourteen hundred ; of the petition, he believed about two hundred ; 
and to obtain this miferablc number, every art had been madeufe 
of ; that the queftion, he was authorized to fay, was mifreprefentod 
as one between peace and war ; that in addition to that, they had 
been obliged to have rccourfe to the aid of Grangers and children. 
[Here he was called on to “ Name,” and laid he was informed there 
was a James Smith, apprentice to a hairdrefler, under thirteen 
years of age.] That, on the other hand, nothing more was necef- 
fary, than to Hate the true queftion, namely, whether they whhed 
for a peace, under the prefent ci ret im fiances, or that the* war Ihould 
be carried on, till an honourable and fafe peace could be obtained? 
Under this impreftion, he had reafon to believe, the proteft was fign- 
ed. He added, that he Ihould have been inclined to treat the pe- 
tition with more attention, if it lud originated in the place; if it 
had not been principally obtained by the exertions ot perfons coming 
from a diftance, who were, indeed, freemen^ but had no otljcr 
connection with the place ; were uninvulved in its diftrefs orpiof- 
perity, and could not be partakers in its feelings. That this was 
the cafe in two inftanecs, he had the belt information. He faid, in 
making thefc obfervations, it would be unfair to difguife from the 
Iloufe, that there did exirt in that county a wilh for peace, an ar- 
dent and fincere one ; that he be lieved the lame cxifted every where ; 
and that that man was not to be found, who did not anxioufly defire 
the termination of hoftiliiies. We all, he faid, with for peace# 
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but not a premature one, fuch as can only be defirablc by a profpeft 
of its permanency, and is confident with the honour and the fafety 
of the kingdom, 

Mr, FOX faid, he lamented that fomebody had not advifed the 
noble Lord who opened the nature of this proicft as to the mode of 
making it up in a form in which the Houfe could, confidently with 
its rules, receive it at the table, for then its merits might be fully 
inveftigated in a formal way ; nothing could now be done on it but 
that of making general ohfervations ; and in that way he had no 
difficulty to fay he was perfectly clear that if the proteft was tho- 
roughly examined and compared with the petition, thuc would be 
found tube no effential difference between them on the only fubieft 
that came fairly, and in his opinion could come decently, before 
that Houfe, namely^ the opinion of the people on the main point. 
They expreffed only a difference of opinion as to the moment of 
prefenting a petition. The quedion was put fairly , and he was glad 
of it, for the anfwcr of the petitioners was eonfonant to his feel- 
ings ; they had expreffed a defire for peace at this time ; fo lnd 
thofc who iigned the preted ; they had alfo faid that peace was de- 
firablc, but they left it to the wiulom of the Legiflature ; both par- 
ties therefore agreed as to the object, but differed only in the means 
of attaining that end; and lie was ready to fay, that that Houfe 
ought never to inquire into the propriety of the opinions of the 
people whojhnd profciiied their petitions, or as to the time of pic- 
fenting them ; they ought to hear at lead, at all time s, die petitions 
of their condiments, for they had a right to petition when they 
plcafed, for of that, matter they were the onlv proper judges ; of 
the wifdom of complying with the delire exprefled, the Houfe ought 
to judge. The difference then being only as to the propriety of 
time between die petitioners and the proteftors, the fair refult was, 
that on thefubjeit of the war they were unanimous. Having faid 
this, he muft obferve, that there did not appear to him to be any 
probability that there would be any difference as to the quedion 
now before the Houfe, namely, “ That this petition be laid on 
the tabled* 

Mr. Chancellor PITT agreed that the petition was regularly 
before the Houfe, and therefore no objection could be made to its 
being laid upon the tabic ; but it was impofdble to avoid adverting 
tft w'hat had bten faid bv the right honourable gentleman who had 
Jiift fpoken. He had faid there was no effentiai difference tx tween 
the petitioners and the protedors in this cafe, on the quedion of 
'peace ; that he real! - cok to be a fair fummary of his propoiition. 
Now he begged 0 i the Houfe to confidcr a little the moment in 
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ivhich this petition and proteft were framed. v One fet of perfons 
prefented a petition defiring the Houfe to take an immediate ftcp 
for peace — the others faid, they wifhed for peace, but thought that 
a petition was more likely to retard than acccllcrate the objefl, and 
therefore left it to the wifdom of the Legiflature. When did they 
fay this r — After the Addrcfs of that and the other Houfe of Par- 
liament had been carried to the Throne, declaring it to be their 
firm determination to fupport His Majcfty in a' vigorous profecution 
of the war. If they thought that peace had been attainable at this 
moment, they would have expreffed thcmfclves to that effeft ; but 
they knew that Parliament had recently expreffed its opinion to the 
contrary, arid they relied on the wifdom of Parliament. He there- 
fore mu ft, under thefe cireumftances, maintain, that between the 
petitioners and the proteftors there was an effential difference. 

Mr. PLOMER faid, he attended to the honourable gentleman 
who had faid that the petition had many fignatures that were not 
genuine, and gave as an inftance of it the name of James Smith — 
now he wifhed to know in what part of the petition the name of 
James Smith was to be found. 

Mr. WALLACE laid, he had not the honour of knowing the 
perfon. 

Mr. PLOMER faid, he was very ready to admit that the au- 
thority of the honourable gentleman’s affertion was much better 
than his eyes, but he confcffed if the name of James Smith was to 
the petition, he could not fee it there. 

Mr. CUR WEN fupported the honour and the independence of 
the gentleman who was in the chair at the meeting w r hen the peti- 
tion w r as agreed upon, as well as moft of the perfons prefent — they 
were men whom he knew f , of the moft independent and rcfpc&able 
characters. They were neither Bifhops, Earls, Dukes, or any 
who were connected with party, but they were honeft men, fuch as 
he would wifli to fpcak for in that Houfe. 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, the only part hefhould wdfh to confider 
of what had fallen fiom the gentlemen on the other fide was, whe- 
ther, to make ufe of the phrafe of the right honourable gentlemen, 
it fliould be the fafhion to difeountenance petitions from the people. 
This, he confcffed, appeared to him to be the tendency of the 
fpeeches of thofe gentlemen. The Houfe had been told, that every 
one knew the cafe with w'hieh a petition might be framed and lign- 
cd ; it was true that it was in the compafs of every man’s experi- 
ence to know with what great facility Miniftcrs, aided by influence 
and corruption, could procure addreffes and petitions ; but he was 
yet to learn that men are eafily prevailed on to come boldly forward, 
Vql.XL. Hh 
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and oppofe the prevailing fentimenfs of thofe who had been gained 
over by miniftcrial arts. The noble Lord who opened the bufinefs 
of the proteft had conduced himfclf with great fairnefs and candour ; 
he was forry to fay his example had not been imitated by the gen- 
tleman who followed him. By what that gentleman (Mr. Wallace) 
had advanced, three new proportions had been flatted, in which he 
fuppofed it probable that Minifters would follow him. The firft 
' of thefe new proportions w p as t that ir was improper for conftitucnts 
to inftruft their reprefentatives. T his was the language held out 
by the proteftors and the gentleman who had fpoken on that proteft ; 
not at all applying the obfervation to the particular cafe, but gene- 
rally to all cafes of inftruction from condiments. T he fecund pro- 
portion was, that it was a difrefpeet to Government to rn.d'e any 
application to Parliament, for the alteration of any fvftem t*f tnca- 
fures purfued by Adminiftration; for they conceive it to be clogging 
the wheels of Government. The thiul was, that public meetings 
were not proper places to collect the fenfe of a number of people. 
This proportion could not be confined tn the people of Carliflc ; 
for the hunnur.ible gentleman ciid not mum to la\ flare was any cf- 
fential difference between them and other mm, that fhould make it 
more difficult to collect ihcir femiments, than it was in other 
places. Thefe propoiiiion^ being fo pa l it; 1 Me to the Adminiilration, 
he fhould not be furpri/ed at feeing them fupported. A triumphant 
appeal had been made by a right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) 
to the plain fenfe of the l foufe, with rcfpect to what had fallen from 
his right honourable friend (Mr. Fox) as to the difference between 
the petitioners and the proteftors. lie fliould appeal to that plain 
fenfe ; if the proteftors had thought, as was contended, that a vi- 
gorous profecution of the war was the only mode < f obtaining a tinn 
and permanent peace, why had they not fo ftatnl it • Why was 
not the propolition that tiie war was inational, ami likely to pro- 
duce the mod fatal confcqucnecs to the country, denied to the pro- 
teftors? With refpedt to the eomparifon of the numbers, the ho- 
nourable gentleman would pardon him if lie w as not inclined wholly 
to take for granted whatever was advanced on that fubjeft. That 
gentleman had flicwn that he w ; as not Efficiently careful to guard 
againft miftakes with regard to the petition : he could not therefore 
expeft there fhould be no fufpicion as to his accuracy on the other 
Though that gentleman appeared to think that the petition- 
ing were not in general intitled to refpeft, yet it was not therefore 
4ear to every one that they were not. The number had been 
ftated to be contemptible ; he fhould recolleft that the petition pur- 
ported only to be; iigned by freemen ; whereas the other was figned 
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by various dcfcriptions of perfbns. It was curious to obferve, that 
he proteftors fhould prefumc to tell thofe men who were conftituents 
that it was improper for them to inftruft their rcprcfcntativcs ; 
v\'hcn they thcmfclves had done a fimilar thing, though not the 
eonftituents of the perfons w-hom the\ addrefled. One thing Was 
evident, that they would not have thought it ncccffary to have 
framed this proteft, unlcfs they had apprehended that the example 
of the petitioner’s would be followed by the county. He had no 
doubt thofe apprehensions would be jufiificd, whenever a meeting 
of the county fhould be ruled. 

The petition was ordered to He on the table. 

Mr. HOBART brought up the Report of the Committee of 
Supply on the army. The reloiutions being read, 

Mr. FOX faid, that as this might be the laft opportunity of 
difeufling the point, he wifhed again to put a queftion to the Mi- 
ni Her. He had ftated laft night, that he thought that proper exer- 
tions were not made for the naval fervice, and that the land force 
bore a much greater proportion to the naval force than in any pre- 
ceding war. lie fhould wifh to know the year when it bore fo 
great a proportion, if any were to be found. The more material 
point, to which he had not then an anfwcr, nor did he fuppofc he 
ever fhould, was, that the defect in the navy was owing to the 
mode of recruiting the army. On that day he w as told that it was 
not a charge a gain ft the Admiralty, and therefore not relevant to 
the bufinefs before the Houfe. J fe fhould now* afk again, whether 
or not it was a falfc furmife r He fhould wifh to be informed, 
whether or not the mode of recruiting had obliruftcd the increafc of 
fcuinen? If thofe gentlemen fhould think it had not done fo, he 
fhould wifli to know 'their reasons for being of that opinion ; and if 
they thought it had, thev ought to aflign their reafons for their 
conduit, and tell the Houfe whether they meant to purfuc the 
fame mode. He had then been told that it was not a qucllion on 
the navy, and therefore the difeuflion ought to be deferred till the 
army was taken into confederation. IV day, he fuppofed, he 
fhould be told/ that as it concerned the navy, it was improper to 
be difeufled while confidering the Hate of the army. He did not 
like this reparation of the army and navy to the extent to which it 
had been carried. One thing, however, was certainly true, that 
our navy at this cribs was without comparifon, an object of much 
more material importance than the army. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that when Mr. Fox brought his 
charge againft the Admiralty for a deficiency in the navy, he was 
told, and told truly, that our navy had been incrcafed in a much 

Hha 
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greater proportion than had ever been known. This was a faft 
which he defied anyone to contradid. It was a proof, of additional 
merit in the Admiralty, that while our military exertions had been 
fp great and extenfive, the navy was {till increaied to fo great a de- 
gree. The right honourable gentleman was then told, that if he 
meant to attack the army on the day on which that fubject (hould be 
confidcred, they would be ready to argue the point with him ; the 
principle on which that was left was, that certain papers had been 
moved for, in which every information would be given on the fub- 
jed. They had no difpofition to decline giving any information, 
but the obfervations made were certainly inapplicable to ttK Admi- 
ralty. As to the queftion, how far they meant to carry on the fy- 
ftem of recruiting, he had the futisfudion to ftatc to the Iloufe, that 
their exertions had been carried on with fuch fucccfs as to leave no 
reafon to fuppofe that the naval fcrvicc would, in future, fuffer any 
diminution, as it had hitherto done. He could not admit the dif- 
tindion between the two ferv ices to the extent to which it had been 
afferted. He believed it impulTiblc to incrcafe the navy to the extent 
of the moil fanguinc withes without cramping the military exertion? 
of the country. Bui. if there fliould occur any difficulty, he could 
not imagine any fo good means as by proceeding with the military 
levies. For if we were to flop, we (hould not at once bring all 
thofe men into the navy; the means of recruiting that fcrvicc would 
be obftruded ; a great interval would he left in which nothing could 
be done. The making ufc of the fyftem of recruiting gave them 
great advantage, even of procuring men for the navy, as it fupplic? 
them with marines. 

Mr. FOX faid, that he ftill wanted an anfwer which would dif- 
culpate adminitlration. It had been confeiTed that the fcrvicc of the 
navy had been impeded ; he could not help confidaing that as a 
great misfortune. If we had had a greater rtaval force laft year, 
we fliould moft undoubtedly have had a better profped before us. 
As to die mode of applying the fyftem of recruiting to fupplying the 
navy, it was a profclTional queftion, which he (hould not difeufs ; 
but it certainly did appear to him at firft fight not to be the moft 
proper mode, as it tended only to make marines inftcad of making 
fcanlcn. This was the opinion which he had aflerted generally in 
fllpier periods ; general opinions muft always receive qualifications 
finder particular circumftances. He could not but think that now, 
if ever, was the time that any facrifice of the army for the incrcafe 
of the navy was peculiarly neceffary. 

' Mr. SHERIDAN faid, it was agreed that Government flioultf 
have all poflible fupport from every man in that Houfe towards d\e 
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increafe of the navy ; but he was not very fanguinc in the mode lit 
which Minifters w ould proceed upon that fubjedt. He thought that 
we ought to have a ftrong and powerful corps of marines, who might 
be taught in time to become Tailors, and they might again be Tup-* 
plied by landmen ; bur, lie underftood, that marines were prohibited 
by order from going aloft, or doing auv of the duty of a failor. 
Having made thefe obfervations, he proceeded to afk the Secretary* 
at War Tome quell ions. Firft, Whether he intended to doforne-* 
thing to prevent that inhuman practice which brought fo much dis- 
grace oil the ferviec — he meant the practice of crimping r if he did, 
Mr. Sheridan fhoukl leave the matter in the hands of a perfon to 
whom it fo proper! v belonged ; if net, he muft bring fomething 
forward on that funj'ct. He then adverted to the dreadful ftatc of 
the* troops now at Plymouth, who were thing by twelve and four- 
teen a day; and he wiflied to know, whether they were intended 
fo be lent to the Well Indies ? if the y were, lie feared there would 
be fcarcely any of them alive to land there, for they had been kept 
for fo many months on board, that they were now entirely unfit for 
ferviec. 

The SECRETARY AT WAR took notice of all the obferva- 
tions of IMr. Sheridan. IK* find that the detention of the troops at 
Plymouth, arofe from circumfianccs, which human prudence had 
no means of preventing ; they were detained by contrary winds, and 
from the apprehenfions that if they failed they might meet the enemy 
with a force not equal to tlieir protection ; as to their deftination, 
that was a queftion which ought a>t to be am'wcrcd. He denied 
their being in a date which Mr. Sheridan had ri presented, although 
they might be a good deal afflicted from unavoidable circum ltances. 
With regard to the orders of the Admiralty, with refpcdl to marines, 
he knew but little of it officially, but Ire believed, that nothing had 
been done in this war, which had not been ufual in every war# 
With regard toerimping, no man detelled it more than he did; he 
viewed it, as every honelt man did, with horror and indignation. 
He had done, and he would continue to do, every thing in his power 
to fupprefs .totally fo detcftable a practice. 

Mr. FOX alluded to what had been faid on former occafions 
with regard to building (hips of war, and declared if there was a port 
within this ifiand capable of building a flap where a fhip was not 
now building, the Executive Government had been wanting in their 
duty to this country. He had been told once we had more (hips 
than we had men for. He was afraid we might foon be told we had 
more men than we had (hips for. He muft again and again imprefs 
this on Minifters at this awful crifis. 

I 
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" 'Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that there was one point admitted 
ftt>m all quarters, that in the prefent moment Ho rational means of 
increafing our naval and military force ought to he left unattempted ; 
and he was rather difpofed to take the benefit of this general agree- 
ment, than to enter into the minute details ftnrted by the right honour- 
able gentleman (Mr. Fox,) and which it was at all times eieecding- 
ly difficult to difeufs. Groat part of his argument, with refpeft to 
the neceffity of increafing naval exertions, arofe out of the prefent 
crifis. It could not be denied, that from the change of circum- 
ftances fincc laft year, it had become nccdlhry that a gutter naval 
force (hould be now cmpliwed again!! Fiance. But when th^ ho- 
nourable gentleman carried his polition f> far as to irate, ^haf there 
was no facrificc of military force, which ought not to he made for 
the fake of increafing the mvv, lie wen: to a length, which neither 
common fenfe nor found polity would warrant, l or were this po- 
rtion to be carried t<, its ufmolt latitude, then it would he proper 
entirely to diiband the army, as whatever might be the dlair.itks, 
which fuch a rr.cufurc would produce, it would moil certainly be the 
means of giving an incrcafc to the navy. Such was the conduct of 
the right honourable gentleman in bringing forwartl general prnpofi- 
tiofts, which his good iciife afterwards obliged him to qualify. For 
his own part, he felt, that, at one time, the army called for an 
augmentation, at anurht r time the r. ivy, according to the exigency 
of circumftances. lr he found the navy anived to a certain pitch, 
and the army requiring an extra augmentation, he would attend to 
the ncceflitics of that fervice which at the moment wa> incomplete. 
The beft proof of the attention paid to the naval fervice ball year 
Was, that the increafe had exceeded that of any former year of a 
war, as well as the brilliant and deeifive victory achieved by our 
fleet. The change in our lunation that rendered a further increafe 
of naval force ncccflary, had arifen from the circumitancc of our 
land exertions not having been fuflieient to prevent the enemy from 
the probable acquitition of another naval pow er, to the aid of their 
ow n marine.— The attempt to let the naval in oppofition to the mi- 
litary force of the country, he muft confidcr as the rcfult of a fhort- 
lighted, * , narrow, and falfe policy, fimilar to the exploded fyftcm 
which had once prevailed, of making a diftin&inn between the 
landed and the mercantile intcrcft. He had however no hefitation 
toftate, that where the naval and military exertions interfered, he 
<|$ftecived that in the prefent inftancc, a preference ought to be given 
;&> the naval. 

f Mr. FOX replied, that lie certainly did not mean to fay, that 
4 hc whole army ought to be diibande'i for the fake of procuring a 
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cabin-boy to the navy. But what he had faid wa$, that there wa* 
no period at which greater facrifices of military force ought to have 
been made for the purpofe of increafing our naval exertions than iij 
the laft, as will as the prefent year. 

General SMITH faid, that he thought not only that every Royal 
dock in the kingdom, but that every merchant’s dock which was of 
a fufficient fra, ought to be employed fur the purpofe of building 
new (hips for the for vice of the navy. 

Mr. M. ROBINSON faid, that the Miniftcr had ftated what 
he confidcred as rather a curious rcafun for increafing our military 
force, namely, the probable junction u? the Dutch and French fleets ; 
he could not help thinking that the light honourable gentleman tef- 
tified rather a degree of coldncls 10 whatever regarded the naval fer- 
vice. 

Mr. S 1 IKKIDAN remarked, that the Secretary at War had 
made a dillintiion between thing?, which lr ought not, and things 
which he could not anfwcr. lie h;.d declined a nfwc ring, whether 
the troops on board the trnnfpnrts were del. ined for the Weft Indies.; 
but had afterwards fated tliat tlnv had been p vented by certain 
winds from failing to the place of their dd\i»i;uion. On the fubjedt 
of tilde troops, he could not hdp Haling that the honourable gentle- 
man difenvered a very great deficiency of into: nut ion ; and that he 
Arnold think it incumbent upon him to move for returns of thofe 
troops and an account of their firuation, <\ c. An enquiry into the 
feandalous, cruel, and criminal ncgledl by which thefe men had 
been detained five or fix months aboard the tranfports, in a iickly 
and languifliing Hate, would, he trufleu, not come by itfclf, but 
form part of an iiivefiigi.ion of the eaufes which had produced all 
the difgraccs and di I’ lifers of the war. The right honourable gen- 
tleman had idled the victory gained by Loul Howe decifivc; upon 
tli.it fuppoliticn Mini Hers indeed had acted ; hut the event now 
proved it to he other wife. Weliad foldicrs at Plymouth, he afkcd 
wdiy we had not fiiiois r He was told that the troops there had been 
detained .partly by contrary winds, and partly from the danger of 
encountering the fleet of the enemy. Why had they not a fufficient 
convoy to protect them ? If the French Weft India iil.uids, which' 
had been held out as our boafted indemnity in the prefent war, fhoirid 
fall for the want of timely fuccour, lie would have a right to impute 
tacir lofs to the deficiency of the navy. 

Mr. WINDHAM explained. 

Mr. BRANDLING congratulated the Houfe and his- conftitu- 
ents, on the declaration of the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) 
that a preference would be given to naval exations. lie trufted 
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that tlie lyftem of military operations oil the Continent, hitherto fo 
ruinous, and 1o difgraccful in its effe&s, would no longer be per- 
lifted in. It was- now time to ftudy economy in our refources, and 
not to expend, them in a quarter, where wc had met with nothing 
but perfidy on the one hand, and contra-excrtion on the other. Wc 
ought to fhow to the enemy, that our refources were equal to carry 
on a war defenlive by land, and oflenlivc by fca, for atlcaft fevcri 
years to come. 

Mr. DUNDAS faid, that without the mode which, had been 
adopted in recruiting, it would have been altogether impofiible to 
raife a military force. At the commencement rf the war all the 
old regiments were on fervicc abroad, fo that there v..rs no mode 
of recruiting them. Every mode had been reforted to, both by 
railing independent companies, and giving rank, before having re- 
courfe to new' levies. At lalt it was found that it would be necef- 
farv to make new levies, in order that the men thus raifed, might 
be afterwards draughted to the old regiments, which could not 
otherwife be recruited. If the Weft Indies requited large rein- 
forcements, tlicfc could not be funplied from the old regiments, ex- 
cept this mode had been lal.cn of filling up their numbers. And 
he would afk any man, Whether there was at prefent a more than 
fufficicnt military force, for ;dl the purpofes for which it was want- 
ed by this country r He then proceeded to point out the difficulty of 
finding men for the marine fen ice, in confluence of w hich feven 
old regiments had been obliged to adt as marines aboard the fleet. 
He faid, that more care and attention had been bellowed on the 
tranfport fervicc than at any former period ; if any ncglcdt had oc- 
curred, he flumld thank the honourable gentleman to point it out. 
But he w f ould defy him to prove, that the troops aboard the tran- 
fports had been allowed one hand-breath of tonnage lei’s than was 
fixed by the regulation. Miniflers had taken care to have them 
alioard as early as Auguft. Since that time they had been detained 
almoft entirely by contrary winds. In one inllmce they failed, but 
were all driven back and difperfed, except one tranfport, which 
found its way to the Welt Indies. They had been fclcdtcd for the 
fervicc, and could not be difcmfcarkef. w ithout extreme inconvcni- 
eriefe. What other body could be fent in their place ? Exprefs or- 
ders had however been given, that no man fliould fail, who was 
tinfit for the fervicc. 

* Mr. SHERIDAN, adverting to the difficulty of railing ma- 
- rines, afked W'hy a bounty was not given for encouraging that fer- 
vice. He blamed the remiffnefs of Minifters in not fending the 
‘ troops foon enough aboard die tranfports, as much as their negli- 
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gence in afterwards detaining them ; the delay was the more re- 
markable, as in the interim. General Vaughan and Admiral Cald- 
well had foiled for Hie Weft Indies, and arrived in fafety. The 
right honourable gentleman had ftated that they had been allowed 
all the tonnage fixed by regulation, but the difference was confide- 
rabie b< tween 1 eeping nu n aboard tianfports only five or fix weeks, 
and detaining thun t\ Time number of months. He underftood 
that thuc \\s\c fix b p»l:e«I of the men now fiek on fliore, and 
tipht hunb d on boat J , and that it was the opinion, that by the 
time tJicv a 1 rived in tJ# Weft Indies, all of them would be unfit 
for IrrvK-c: ft rh it the bdt method would Iv to diftrnhark them 
and get new tr«mf[ioits for the txpulliit'n. If the fnecours to be 
afEudi 1 to the \V ft Indies depended entirely on the reinforcement 
expidtd bom ti Jo troops, he muft look with a ckfponlling eye to 
the fituation of affairs in that quaitir. 

Mr. hOX fak*, tint it it was k ally tine, that notw th Handing 
the imnunfe \cie of tint nigl t, tilt re wa> no otha force but that 
now on board the tranfpoit. a x phcable to the fro ice of the Weft 
Indie , it afforded inde d the moll uncomfortable and Jifcou raging 
propel of affairs that could \ull be courrirr h 

Mr. DbMWS explained, tli.it the force* on bond the tranfpoits 
were the inoft lit for that lervicc. He dehred gendemen to recolledl 
the reduced ffateof the peaec eftah ifhment. 

Mr. FRANCIS wifhtd to alcctiain, htforc the debate went off, 
wlut force had rcalb been deftin^d for the Weft Inuies, and afked 
w hy tranfports might not hau r made the voyage with as RiUch fucccfs 
as ftiips of war. He undirftuod that fomc of the troops deftintd for 
the expedition had died, and that all of them, in cor.fequcnce of 
having b'en fo long aboaid, wcic in a very fickly ftate. If r uch 
was tlie cafe, it >j onl<i hr better to ftnd no troops at all, than to fend 
fueh as would either pciiih in the voyage, or, when they fhould ar- 
rive, be unfit for fervice. 

General TARLLTON fuggefled tint the defers of the mode of 
1 ailing independent companies were radical, and could only be re- 
formed by a military Committee. In order to gfoc full force and 
energy to our military operations, he thought that fuch a Committee 
fhould be appointed to infpcdl the conduit of off.cers, and the mode 
of putting every mcafurc into execution ; and he thought that an 
honourable Member, whom he had then in his eye, was a proper 
perfon to fuperintend fuch an inftituticr.. Adverting to the expe- 
dition of Sir Charles Giev, he nfferted, that he was not fuffieienlly 
fupported, and, that he ought to have been reinforced. As to the 
troops which lay at Plymouth, he thought their long continuation 
Vcl. XL. I i 
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in the tranfj>orts muft have injured them materially ; and in proof 
of his affertion, he adverted to the troops of Sir William Howe, 
in the American war, who fuffered much from a fimilar fituation. 
At all events, if we had the fuperionty at fca, the convoy ought to 
have failed. 

Sir WILLIAM YOUNG mad<* fome obfervations upon the 
claufe, and was proceeding to go into a difeuflion of the conduct of 
the expedition to Guadiloupe and St. Lucii, and making tome nl- 
lufions which were conlidend to be ptrloml to thr Comimnduson 
that expedition, he \\a> oiled tooidu l>\ the Speaker, whore- 
minded the honourable Baronet tint the quediou before the Houfc 
was notan enquin into the conduct particular ofhcu ** or particu- 
lar expeditions , and that bting the calc, he found himhlf Udiged 
to call )iim to order. 

Mr. GRLY wasawaic of tin propriety of the Speakers adhering, 
with his ufual attention, to the joint of oidir, though he could 
have wilhed, foi his own pert, tint the Iv'noui iUr Ban mt had 
been allowed to proceed. Tlkie was nodiing he fo n.ikh w idled 
for as a full imthig itiun of r u; lin iimllancc 1 elating loth it alTui, 
becaufe he kni w much of vi* L i mmoui and iniichicvous calumny 
had been eiiculatcd mdubiio ilv on that iuhje«~i , and he was equally 
certain, upon the mod minute enquit), whenevei it fliouUl hematic, 
which it certain 1 ) would be, the ichdt would 1 elute thofe malicious 
afpcrlions, and do aw u all rliotc falic and unfounded calumnies and 
tumours. 

Mr. Secretary DL ND \S <" phiird, in rcpl) to Mr. hi mcis, 
what he had former!) laid, which was, that although fome firglc 
Ihips hid failed and made out ti tit toy age, bill the ciicutnftanccs 
were lueh as rtndeud if impnfLhk foi » fleet with convoy to fail 
With any chance of fivurity. 

Mr. COURTEN \Y, after having made an obfervation that 
Mr. Duntlas ought to ftudy the h nglifh langu igc, which it appeard 
he did not underfund, was called to oukr by the Speaker. 

Mr. DUNDAb faid jocoftl), in reply, that there was no 
blame to him if his father, &c. were born on the other fide of the 
Tweed. 

Mr. COURTENAY proceedtd, and animadvutd on the levity 
with whiebtthc right houuuiable gentleman treated the remarks made 
relative to the tranfports ; and in fupport of the diftemper aboaid 
the tfanfports, mentioned an inftance of the commander of the re- 
giment abfolutely refuting to put his troops aboard thefe vcffels, by 
realonof its violence. One regiment, which at firft confificd of 
1 000 men, is now, in confcquence of its malignancy, reduced to 
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400. Tl'c detention of the tranfports, he thought, not attributable 
to advcrfe winds, but the criminal negligence exibited by Go- 
vcrnmuit. 

Mr. FRANCIS infilled that no direct anfwcr ha<i been given to 
his qut tlions, which, he thought, deierved a nfwers from their im- 
portance. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS icpcatcd w hat he hid for mcrly Hated, 
as all the nnfwcr liiat was lequiiid. 

Mr. I' OX laid, he w is lure tint the Iloufe and the country 
looked to the fubjuls which hid tint night been introduced as of 
fo inqoitnnt a natuic, that it mull be median to have them fully 
imeftigtful. lie infilled that tlarc was blame to be laid fomewhere, 
and Ik had heard nothing urged that tended to throw it olF from 
thole, to whom it had ban imputed, it it vsn> ckai, which could 
not well be denied, that an infufliuuit force had b» en fent out with 
Sir Chirks (my, and what was worfe, that tJkre was no proba- 
bility at the time of lending to him an immediate liintoi cement, 
fucli negligence, and the eonfeq unices that hd enfued from it, 
billed tor the moll patticulir inquire. In hi** opinion, thefc fa&s 
were made out by whit h» i hippenui : Sir Cluiks Cheyhad failed 
inNovcmlvr i-qj, widia fo.ee lurely nnd<<;.. ite, 01 if luftioient 
to conquer the Wifl-Indi 1 ] (lands, complin 1 } unft to keep what 
they had conquered , and now, when lu w is fpvkins he knew 
ot no icintoi cement, nor an\ r idequate abidance, that they h'd yet 
received. An honour ible guv li man h d lieq'kutl) alked, in the 
couifc of the del Ur, \\ h it motive lMimiUrscuul'l hive in keeping 
the troops at Plj mouth, 01 in nor att< nding to their comfort he 
would not pictend t«Hij, becai/i it was impoiTihlc for him to know 
what hkl ban their motives, dd>u ior thu or tlu many other 
blunder « and mifcirrnges i\) kh had happened diiima, the picftnt 
war. Whatevu he might think ol thui unrius to this country, 
it was of little conkqucnce whither tlu \ wer, coriupt or not, in-, 
afmuch as they had pounced the. molt d.iadiou'i evuits that could 
have hetalkn u*>. 

Mr. SEC R El' ARY AT WAR fpoke fhortly in reply, and 
warned the Iloufe jgaind being ltd by the motives that induced 
genrkme.1 on the other tide to paint the lituarion of the country, as 
they had doni, as much ns 1 m honouiahle friend had warned them 
againft compaiing the motives ot adminhtntion with the circum- 
stances that had taken pi ice. — It was not w idling human prudence 
tofoiefee, or wi Horn to prevent the fiiiing of the French fleet, 
fyeept any one would fay, that the grand fleet of England ihould 
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i‘ remiinoff Brcft to prevent the French fleet from getting in if they 

re out, or getting out if they were in. 

Mr. SLOANE feemed to think that the naval ftrength of the country 
had been neglefted — that fufficient ftrength had not been employed 
- In the Weft Indies—? that our information with regard to the 
French fleet had been defe&ive, and that there nruft be blame 
femewhere, for keeping the troops and fleet at Plymouth fo long 
4s they had been. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT and Mr. SLOANE feverally explainer!. 

Mr. FOX faid, that every thing he had heard convince- 1 him 
the more that there was a neceflity for invafligating every part of 
thip bufinefs. The Minifters had, throughout the war, fijewn 
equal want of intelligence, folly in defigns, vufhncfs of con d uft, 
and imbecility in execution. Sufficient information of the fitua- 
tioii of the enemy was what Minifters were ever in v anr of ; a fleet 
a ought to have been our adequate to the convoy of tbs* ni moment to 
the Weft Indies • and why there was nor, ihcLld ho a p:\it of that 
general inquiry that was to be made relative to the whole manage- 
ment of the war. 

Mr. Chanc'Hor PUT replied, that with rcfprft to\hc inquiry 
which the right honourable gentleman f.u..cd to think ncceifarv, 
that would not depend either on the pulltb'cnefs or individual judg- 
ment of the right honourable gentleman, hut on the remit of the 
deliberations nt* the Iloufc, whether fueh an inquiry fli'udd be 
.deemed neccffary ; and in anfwcr to the orlier point of the right 
Honourable gentleman s fpccch, he fhould only repeat v\h.it he had 
feid before, thar it was impofiible to keep afuperior fleet continually 
atfe^, except we had a fleet double to that of the en-isny. 

The remainder of the resolutions being read and agreed to, bills 
were ordered to be brought in accordingly. 

Mr. Secretary WINDHAM moved for leave to bring in a bill 
to prevent mutiny and defertion. Leave was given, and perfons 
named) to prepare and bring in the fame. 

Mr. ATTORNEY v GENEKAL faid it had been his intention 
to move the fccond reading of the bill to continue the aft of laft 
feffion> &c. that day, but confidering the importance of the fubjeft, 
and flat he wifhed it to undergo the mod folemn and ample dif- 
cuffion, he would, with the leave of the Houfe, propofe the fecond 
fading to-morrow ; at the fame time, if that was agreed to, he 
Intimated his intention and wifli, that the fecond reading being 
drafted, that the bill fhould go through the Committee the 
feme day . ^ 

, Mr. $HERIDAN faid/ that hcf'had no objection to the fecond 
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reading being put off till to-raortow; but he few no 
by agreeing to that, the Houfe w&s to go into any- ccanpromift, 
by pledging itfctf, that the bill fhould go thiough the 
the feme day* 

The ATTORNEY GF NER AL faid, th it if the Boufc ftouhj 
agree to the fecond reading of the bill, it implied t : i it the prkipfooC 
the bill being agreed to, there could be no objection that t hp blU 
fliould go into a Committee 

Mr. I O < co vcntLil that the qiicftion of the fecond reading WS 
emirily diftinrfc from the queftwn of going into a Committee* He 
v.a> for the honourable gentleman fiiitto^ovc that there were fuflU 
cLnt iv tfon-. to jutiifv luch a mtafuie on the ground of policy ; and 
even fuppoflng fuel) a cafe m i ie out, (fill there might be confide* 
nbk doubts with re r o^ 1 to the law * n the fuller, and fuch doubts 
as might, fiippolingth principle ot the bill and die policy of the 
bill to be admitted, m d e fome very mituial alterations with refpe& 
to the prcan.bk. 

The queftion was then put and earned, that the bill fhould be 
read the fecond tune to-moi row. 

Ft liny , Jinaary 23 . 

Lord STO T5 FORD repoitcd, that flis M.ijefty had been waited 
upt 1 him with an nddrefe of tint Houle, and that he had been 
gracioufly plcafcd to fey he would giv* dmctiMW accordingly. 

»*Tr. M UNWARING printed a petition in behalf of the 
inn-kccpcrs an! vichnlleis of England, ligned by about 3000 
perlons, ftating tl c haid'h.ps und - which thty labour, by mean* 
of having His Majeftv's troops and horfes quaitered on them— 
That the price which the” now had for the aecommod ition which 
they were compelled to give to luch troops, differed but little from w hat 
was allowed in the reign of King William, and that no advance had 
been made in that price foi the lali lixty jears. — That in confer 
quence of fuch quartering, their lofs now, altogether, amounted to 
near one (hilling per day for each man and horfe, to the great diftrefc 
of fomc, and if fomc relief was not granted, to the inevitable ruin 
of fomc of the petitioners. The petition prayed, in general terms, 
fuch relief as to the wifdom and jultice of the Houfc fhould feem 
meet, and to be heard by thcmfelvcs or counfcl, See . Mr. Main- 
waring then moved, that the petition be referred to a Committee, 
that they do examine the matter thereof, and report it as it fhall k 
appear to them to the Houfe. * 

Mr. Chancellor PITT feid, that this was a matter of great tm* ^ 
portance, and higWy defervingof the attention of the Hotflfe; tad 
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bie thought thcy f ought to proceed with more deliberation than that 
rf referring at once to ,a Committee. If the petition was now 
merely ordered to be laid on the table, it would not remain always 
W that fituation, unlefs thofc who had prefented it were negligent of 
their duty, which he had no reafon to fufpeft ; but as he thought 
that nothing ought to be done upon the fubjefit without a full in- 
quiry, it appeared to him that the beft ftep that could be taken now, 
was that of Amply ordering the petition to be laid on the table of 
the Houfe. 

A Ihort convention took place, which was fupported by Sir 
Edward Knatchbull, Colonel Rolle, Mr. Walwin, Mr. Wig ley, 
and Mr. Mainwaring ; which ended in the motion for the petition 
Being referral to a Committee, being withdrawn, and the petition 
ordered to be laid on the table. 

Mr. FOX moved the order of the da)* for the attendance of fueh 
Members as did not anfw'er to the call of the Iloufc, which being 
read, and fcveral defaulters' names beine; called over, a general order 
was made for the attendance on Tucfday next, of all thofe who 
had not yet anfwered. 

On motion being made, leave was given to bring in a bill for 
regulating His Majefty’s marine forces while on fhore. The Com- 
mittee of Supply, and of Ways and Means, were deferred to Monday 
next. 

The 'order of the diy being read for the fecond reading of the 
Bill, empowering His Majcfty to fccure and detain fuch perfons as 
he (hall fufpcfl to bp confpiring againft his perfon and Government, 
the fpeaker put the queftion, that this bill be now read a fecond time. 

Mr. LAMBTON faid, that all along, and even fincc this 
matter was flrft thought of, his fentiments had been uniform, and 
the opinion which he had at laft formed, was not one that was 
yafhly or haftily adopted, but was fuch as gradually grew up in his 
mind on the mature deliberation of events as they had happened. 
In May I 79 2 t when his Majcfty’s firft proclamation was iffued 
againft certain feditious and inflammatory writings and publications, 
he doubted the profeffed object of thofe who advifed His Majefty 
to iffue that proclamation. It was hardly rational to fuppofe the 
real view wa$ nothing but to warn the public againft the pcfliblc 
effed$ of fuch publications, bccaufc, had they been really the objedt 
of his Majefty’s advifers, the proclamation muft have been nearly 
jjijbeval with the publications complained of, when in truth thefe 


writings were notorioufly puWifticd near two years before the pro- 
damatfon iffued, and in the interim, nothing was heard of from 
G^ftmsxtent upon that fubjedt, although ^he writings which had 
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been fine© ^Complained of* bad b&tf all jthtjr^hU© id gonc^ ^ 
very exteafive. circulation, hor Wa* there ; one ftep taken, of ,woiH$ 
faid of, or for the profccution of any one of th£ authors of thd^ 
criminal proceedings ; he, therefore, fufpe&cd* that there were 
fome views in iffuing that proclamation which were riot expeefled 
in the words of it. His, fufpicions became confiderably increaf$d in 
the November following, when he heard their account of the in* 
furred ions which were made the preterits for calling out the militias 
and the fudden meeting of Parliament ; fafts which were entirely 
done away, and difproved by many gentlemen who had local 
knowledge of the circutnftanccs where they were faid to have hapu 
pemd ; and to one of which much relied upon at the time, .he 
himfclf could fpcak upon pofitive authority, viz. that at Shields ; an 
infurrccUon which had no more to do with any political writings or 
opinions, than they had to do with the intrigues of the Vatican or 
the councils of the Divan. But thofe fufpicions were fully 
confirmed in a fliort time afterwards. For, when an honourable 
friend of his, wifhing to relieve the public from flic alarms which 
thc'fe miniilerial arts had created, moved in the Houfe for a Com-* 
mittee to inquire into thefe alledged plots arid confpiracies, the 
Miniller oppofed the motion, and it was confequcntly negatived.-** 
Why were thefe plots not inquired into ? — Bccaufe inquiry at that 
time fuited not tlie views and purpofes of the Minifter and his 
adherents. They had pmjefts which could not be anfwercd by that 
plain, honeft, and direct method, and therefore of inquiry into 
thefe plots and confpiracies we heard no more for a confiderable 
time: about fifteen months afterwards, liowevcr, the Minifter 
himfclf thought fit to come forward and call tor inquiry into plots 
and confpiracies, and extraordinary indeed was the conduct of Par- 
liament upon that oecafion \ we had read of the long Parliament, ancj 
of the rump Parliament ; poflibly pofterity might view a confiding 
Parliament in no better light than either ; for a confiding Parliament 
it was which gave the Minifter credit for his aflertions, and agreed 
to fufpend the Habeas Corpus aft on the ftrength of it. He voted, 
he faid, againft all thefe propofitions of the Minifter ; nothing had 
happened, to change, but many circumftances had to confirm that 
opinion, and therefore it was impoffible for him to agree ( to the 
motion now before the Houfe, which was for the fecond residing 
of a bill for fufpending the Habeas Corpus aft, nor could any man, 
in his opinion, fairly agree to fuch fufpenfion, unlefe new plot* 
and frefh confpiracies were proved to have been formed, and that 
proof regularly and fairly brought before that Houfe ; a thingwbich 
was not even pretended in this cafe. It has been fstid, he obfcrv$ti 
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itrat this hill is not a local, but * partial fufpenfion of this a&~~ 
flits appeared to him the verieft* quibble ever urged before a grave 
sffembl y~-perhaps it was not a total fufpenfion, but it was a fufpen- 
ion to this ainoun:of effeft, w that His Majefty’sMinifters may, at will 
lad pleaiure, imprifon whom he pleafes, where and when he plcafcs, 
without affording to fuch perfon any information as the offence with 
which he was charged, or wlio his accufcr was ; that he could at 
difcretion withhold the privilege of bail, and confine in loathfome 
dungeons any man in Great Britain, fave the Members of the two 
Houfes of Parliament.” Is this no fufpenfion of the operations of 
the Habeas Corpus a£t upon our pen’oinl Englifh liberties r No one 
meant to contend it was fo total, as to extend to individuals under 
juftion for other offences, entirely unconnected with fediti^us or 
treafonable practices.— Was the fufpenfion ever more general ; was 
it fo in 1745 ? He believed not , nor need it to be, for all the 
purpofis either of complete fecurity, if any real danger exifts, or of 
complete oppreflion, fhould a bad Miniftcr be inclined to make a 
bad ufe of it. — In anfwer to all this, he (hould be told, perhaps, 
of the lenity and indulgence which had ::ccompanied the cxcrcife of 
the power given to Minifies, by this bill, which, he would ob- 
ferve, that no man, in a free country, fhould be thus left at the 
mercy of Minifrers, unlcfs thcic was fomc great and preffing occa- 
fion that made it ncccffary. If, however, Minifters have in many 
infiances (as is notoiious they have) (litv.n this lenity, indulgence 
in the admiflion of many of the privileges of bail, though he might 
applaud their humanity, yet he could not but think it furnifheda 
prefumptive inference that theft 1 plots and coni piracies did not exift 
to that dangerous extent, were not of tint overhearing fixe, as to 
call for a me dure ultima' net rjjitatis, fortifying a furrender of our moft 
valuable rights and privileges ; for if it did exift to fuch an extent 
and'ffoe, then this lenity became a breach of duty, in as much as 
it could be neither prudent nor politic, nor fafe to fet at large, and 
to ufher into the world again thefe confpirators, pending the invefti- 
gation of a conspiracy, fo dangerous and extenfive, whofe intrigues 
and artifices might baffle the juftioe of the nation, or even rekindle 
the (lame in feme diftant part of the country, where the vigilance 
.and exertions of Government might not reach.-— On the firftday 
qf the feflion, he felt confidence indignation at the do&rines 
which he heard from fomc gentlemen in that Houfc, on the fubjedi 
of trial by Jury, and the preemption of law as to guilt and inno- 
cence. He thought it a principle of law fo well and fo generally 
underftood— “ that every man is to be deemed innocent until he is 
proved to bejguilty/’ that ns> Englifli gentleman would deny it. If 




Ais was the cafe, what was to be, fa id of fep Cdfe nf 
the law had acquitted f Ate we not, a fertimi, *qj)&n fittl I _ 
grounds of prefumption, to confeler that man Irihoperit,' -ife? 
been actually absolved from the Charge of ‘guilt* by fee Ycrdt^- 
an honeft arid art honourable Jury ? Arid yet fee Houfe liafehf&fd 
an honourable Member make ufe of the phrafe “ an aCqtfitted fHos^ , ‘ 
What muft his feelings be when he heard fuch a fentence in ah 
Englifh Houfe of Commons ? He did not fay that a Member bf 
that Houfe might not, in his individual capacity, form his op{rtfc% 
exprefs his doubts, upon the fuppofed evidence, and differ in fee 
conclusion contained in the vcrdiCt of any Jury— but he muft thirijfc 
it an infult to tliat excellent fyflcm of trial, and a (hameful injury 
to the individuals, to have it announced, in that public AfFembly 
of the Nation, that men, who had been acquitted by a fair verdict, • 
ought to be confidered in no better light than as culprits and felons* 
Our excellent form of trial by jury he had ever underftood to be fo 
admirably calculated for the detection and punilhment of all crimes, 
‘that it commanded a veneration and rcfpoCl for thofe very errors 
and deficiencies to which it might be accidentally liable, (and no 
human inftitution can be pufeCV) from all men of every deferi prion, 
but moil particularly from thofe a ho, as fenators, are engaged in 
the formation of laws, and from thofe who, as law)ers, are engaged 
in the execution or expounding .of thofe laws.— But no fenators and 
lawyers have traduced it. lie lugged not to be miftaken, or fup- 
polcd to deny the right of Member,, in certain cafes and under cer- 
tain Circumftanct-s, to arraign the verdift of a jury — but wlut were 
the cafe«, what the circumftanccs ? Either where he could prove 
that the Jury had been packed, or improperly impannclled ; or 
where the Jtidge had gi\cn wrong directions ; or where an evident 
partiality had appeared in any part of the trial , or where the Jury 
had been bribed on the one hand, or menaced by the Judge on fee 
other, and had, in confcqucnce of venality of terror, given a wrong’ 
vcrdiCf , in either of thefe cafes any Member of feat Houfe had a 
right to complain of a verdidt. But was this the cafe here ?— “By 
no means ; there never was a trial to which fo much attention and 
deliberation had been given, as to thofe pn which this pldf and 
confpiracy was founded— upon svhat principle therefore fee j*ffcn» 
Who had been acquitted were to be feus ftigtnadzed, (tor What more 
degrading ftigma than to be likened to acquitted fclqnaj upon what, 
principle fuch language was to be held wife impunity he was at a‘ 
lofs to know. Another right honourable' gentleman had made a' 
dlfrinCtiPn between what he called the technical forms of ia^.’tgfc, 
which a party was tried and acquitted, and fee mom! guik of fuc$? 
Vox.. XL. Kk ; . 
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; this was again an unfounded diftin&ion, for the accufatfon 
<j£ treafon in this Houfe (whether according to law, or not, was not 
" his bufintfe to inquire now) was charged to arife out of the moral 
or accumulated ads of fedition, demonftrating an intention as 
dangerous to the ftatc as dired ads of high treafon, therefore the 
Jury having acquitted the perfons charged, had, upon his own prin- 
f. eiple, deftroyed the diftmdiion which he made between the formal 
acquittal by law of a perfon charged with high treafon, and the 
moral guilt of fuch a perfon who had been guilty of a crime equally 
dangeious to the State as high treafon. He, therefore, maintained 
that the perfons who had been tried for high treafon had been ac- 
quitted, according to the deductions of common fenfc, of both the 
treafon and the ftdkion ; beciufe the objedt of the profccution was, 
to make out and fubftantiate treafon out of many ads of fedition; 
the fads failed on th<T part of the profecutfon, and their own evi- 
dence difproved the cafe on the part of the Crown. 

Another honourable gentleman had afked if the exiftence of the 
plot could be doubted, after the Grand Jury had found the bill— 
to which he would anfwcr, moft undoubtcdl) it could, and for this 
teafon, the evidence given before the Grand Ji ry was ex parte evi- 
dence, moft probibly the evidence of fpits and informers, who af- 
terwards committed perjury at the tual. But he might be told, that 
moft of the evidence before the Grand Jury arofe out of documents 
which were unqutftionable as to authenticity. He wiflied to draw 
a Veil over all that part of the fubjuft, for all thefe documents came 
before the Jury under a deep impreffion that they muft be fuffkient 
for them to find the bill, becauf* the two Houfes of Parliament had, 
by their votes, exprefftd as much alread). Should he be afked, 
whether he would advife that mode of proceeding again ft a perfon 
aceufed with a crime which affefted his life > he would 'anfwer, cer- 
tainly not. Having made thefe obfervations on the late trials, he 
would afle on what pretence did the Miniftcrs come forward for the 
renewal of this bill ? — Were there any new fadfs on which it was 
fupported ' — Was there any ground of any kind for it ? — He main- 
tained there ceitnnly was not. He wiflied to have fome informa- 
tion on thefe plots am} confpiracits, which reminded him of a 
line, wfoch is confuted by phtlofophcrs and metaphyficians as con- 
taining^very pofliblc circumftancc of a faft— 

* *£utSf <pdd % uit , quthus auxihis, cur 9 qumodo > quatuh. 

bagged to examine this confpiracy according to the order 1 of 
% cmcumftanccs, as to who the confpirators were, what the con- 
racy Was, where it was, by what aid and oififtance it was to be 
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carried into execution, why it was undertaken* by what meant to 
be effected, and, laftly, at what tunc it was attempted. Fifft, 
are the confpirators new perfons lately difeovered ? If fo, we muft' 
have a new Committee of Inquity, and a new Report, tipon which 
will depend our judgement as to the nccefiity of this meafurc.— * 
But this is fairly difclaimed. Then, are diey thofe men who havfr 
been acquitted ? — Let gentlemen declare upon their confidences whe- 
ther that acquittal does not abfolve them as much from a feditious 
as from a trcafonable confpiraey, and negative the exigence of the 
fedition, as much as it can be fuppofed to do the new law of trea- 
fon, as laid down by the Counfcl for the Crown. Then of what 
does the confpmcy confift ? Is the Ample adt of calling a Conven- 
tion an illegal confpiraey ? — Certainly not iri England, whatever 
it may be in Ireland ; and as to the word Convention, becaufe 
ufed by the French, containing any inherent danger, it is too 
puerile to fuppofc it.— -The people of England have a right to fum- 
mon a Convention or Affcmbly, call it which gentlemen pleafe, 
in order to confider of any grievances under which they may labour, 
and to petition for a redrefs, be the fuhjcdt what it ma), provided 
it be done in a peaceable and conflitution.il manner. The next 
qutftion to be afkcd is, whre is tltc formidable cojnfpiiacy ?— -Was 
it in the metropolis, in different parts of which, as an honourable 
Member had laid laft year, a great number of defperate villains 
met in night-cellars, where thev excrcifcd with knives and other- 
implements made for the purpofe of deftruftion ; and where, in the 
dead of night, they planned their horrid fehemes, to the due and 
punctual execution of which they took the moil folcmn oaths, and 
for the breach of which they called for die moll horrid imprecations? 
All this had been urged laft year to be true , although he wondered 
that nothing of it appeared in the Report. However, there was 
nothing in it; diis was not to be found therefore in London. Was 
it to be found in Norwich, or in Derby, or in any other part of 
the country ?— -Certainly not. He would alfo inquire by vhofe aid 
this confpiraey was to be carried into execution ? Has any evidence 
been adduced to prove an application fiom any men in England to 
the Government of France for arms, for ijien, or for money', as 
was the cafe in the rebellion of 1745 '—Certainly not. Their 
whole connexion with France is to be found in a few raftv filly 
addreffes fent to the Convention— Wwi ? Before England was en- 
gaged in the war. His next query was, ‘why? For what purpofe 
was this confpiraey fet on foot ? Minifters fay for the purpofe of fit- • 
perfeding die functions of the Legislature, and fobvertiqg Jhe «* 
ifting Government of the country. h* 
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refer to the evidence, and to give it a difpaflionate oonftderation, 
by which it is dearly proved, that the refult of their purpofe was a 
Parliamentary Reform, on the broad bafis of univerfal fuffrage, as 
recommended by his Grace the Duke of Richmond. — The next 
qilery was, by what means this confpiracy was to be effected — Was 
$t< through the medium of thofe famous pikes, of which we heard 
fo much laft year— what have they proved ? What, but the ab- 
furdity and folly of the profecutors ? Upon the firft trial, indeed, 
ii icy made their appearance, but fo "ridiculous and contemptible was 
the inference drawn from them, that downright fharoe prevented 
their fecond appearance upon the ftage. Did then the vaft and 
tremendous means of the confpirators confift in the army of taylors 
exercifing in a garret at Lambeth, an army, into the middle of 
which, he verily believed, cither Townfhend or Jealous might have 
marched without danger, and have conducted by the collar their 
‘general and his Aid da Camp, with perfect fafety and impunity, 
t» the afting Magiftrate in Bow-ftrect. — Laftly, at what time have 
thefe mad confpirators undertaken this confpiracy 1 Is it at a time 
of general difaffedtion to the Government, or to the Crown ? Is it 
at a time of internal w?aknefs i — The reverfc is too notorious to bo 
denied. The Executive Government, in no period of our hiftory, 
was ever fo ftrong ; in no period of our hiftory have we evet had a 
Monarch on the throne of England more beloved by all ranks of 
men, than is the prefent Monarch, and beloved upon the belt of 
all titles, his private and perfonal virtues. Could they hope for 
faccefs from our internal weaknefs ? Look over the furface of Eng- 
land, and you- will find it covered with a militia the moil complete 
in* point of numbers, and equal, in point of difeipline, even to our 
regulars— You will find Volunteers and Fcncibks, loyal in difpo- 
fition, and ready to march on the firft order to any part of the 
kingdom for the fuppreflion of any tumults and infurredlions which 
might arife— and is this a ftate of danger ? Have we rcafon to ap- 
prehend the fuccefs of a confpiracy with all ihcfe fafeguards > Muft 
we wantonly and ufelefsly fwell the ftate o f our fecurity by the fur- 
ripftddf of a law upon which depends our moft valuable privileges ? 
it chance, therefore, was there of any fuccefs to confpirators 
ffoft the State ? Moft indubitably* none. Let men of honour and 
fcicnce, therefore, declare whether it was a fit thing that the peo- 
ple Of Ehgland fhould, without any reafon, be deprived of their 
rights.— He could not help thinking th,e fyftem of policy purfued of 
Jate leant bjf His Majefty’s Minifttrs wore an awful and alarming 
WiW was this iyftfcm ?— The adoption of intriguing mea- 
i ... the bigherand lotyer claffes of fociety, 
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to draw a line of demarcation between the rich $ie Jpqof. ^ 
fydem which he was in hopes would have been le£ td the defgo$m 
of Ruflia and Germany ; where die proud, nol}Je$, as if harmed 
different flefh, of different blood, and of different orgapft, are 
too apt to conffder their inferiors as mere brutes »/id beads of bur- 
den. This is the baneful exotic transacted by Ministers intq 
this land of freedom, and fatal mud be its fruits, except nipped 
and blaftcd in the bud. Fear is their fijccefsful engine, and we all 
know that fear begets jealoufy, jealoufy partial opprcffion, paitiaj 
oppreflion leads to general tyranny, and tyranny to a refinance (if 
Englishmen may fay it with impunity) big with confequenccs equal 
perhaps to thofe which have produced all thofc feenes of bloodshed, 
horror, and convulsion, which have laid low the Monarchy of 
France, and have Shaken to their very centers every Government 
in Europe. This, be repeated was the trick, the legerdemain of 
their Machiavelian policy, and they had fucceeded. Was this the 
good old Sterling policy of Englishmen ? — Surely not. Surely the 
prominent and mod beautiful feature of English policy was, to unite 
them in one bond of harmony and love for the Constitution under 
which they were both protected. Not to encourage fufpicion in 
the one, and envy in the other, fo as to ipake two ftparate and 
hodile parties. He had filled the ,men of wealth of this country 
w'ith fear, for the poffeflion of their d lrling property, for the pur- 
pofc of making them look with didrud on the poor, and thereby to 
gain hts objedt in taking away the liberty of all. This might pafs 
for a time, for it had paffed — -For a time the opinion of the rifh 
would appear to be the entire opinion of the countiy ; and give 4 
certain tone to its politics, but this was a fugitive and tranfitory 
cloud, and the whole people of England, fujng with their own 
eyes, would before long fpeak with tneir own tongues , and when 
they Should fpeak, they would fpeak with a voice that would aroufe 
the mod kthargic, and intimidate the mpft corrupt and profligate 
of their enemies. He had no plcafurc in faying thefe things ; be 
could wi(h there was no foundation for them, but thefe were not 
times to mince matters, they were times in which every honed man 
Should fpeak out the real dictates of his heart. 

Such were the grounds on which this bill Sbr the fulpenfion of 
the Habeas Corpus Adi was to* be opposed by him. He did not 
mean to fay, that there were not pcrfqns who wjShcd to throw 
things into confufion, Dcfperate men have exifted, and will exid> 
in every countiy in the world* and at all periods, bo tire Govern- 
ment ever fo good or lenient. Discontent am^ettvyjUfe nOjt new 
paflions in tlie human mind , n?y, he wo^ai^tj ttet; many ^fti, 
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hot headed and intemperate writings had been iflued, more calcu- 
lated to inflame, than to enlighten the undcrftandtng of men ; but 
can we find no excufe for fuch warmth and fuch intemperance r Is 
tt not natural, that men difgufted with thofc abufes and corruptions, 
which ftalk in the face of day, and which all men are become afhamed 
of denying , ihould feel thofe irritations of the mind, which lead to 
language not quite fo n>eafurcd, or fo cautious, as might be expeded 
from apathy, ignorance, indifference, or hypocrify. There were, 
without doubt, fuch men as he had deferibed ; but wJut he main- 
lined was, ‘that their numbers and their confequence was not, at 
that day, fo formidable to the fafely and fecurity of our Govern- 
' ment, as to juftify the meafure propoftd by the right honourable 
gentleman. Nay, even here, he could not clofe \\U objections to 
this bill— they were not to be confined even to its operations upon 
our perfonal rights and liberties. He was alfo agamft it, bccaufc 
it gave encouragement to the nefarious practices of thofc damnable 
fiends, commonly called fpics ; — for fiends of hdl they were, both 
an their objects, and the nefarious pradiccs through which they 
carried them into effed; not only in the calamities which they 
brought upon others, but in the curies alfo which frequently fell 
upon their own devoted heads. For how often is perjury the priec 
of their information-— and here lie could not but rtfled upon that 
arch villain, who had attempted to take away the life of Mr. Wal- 
ker, and couple with that refledion the inequality of puniftimcnts, 
which, in fevcral inftanecs of late years have marked our judicial 
proceedings. There is no blacker crime in the whole catalogue of 
human depravities than perjury, and when engaged in an attempt 
upon the life of an innocent man, defies language to charaderifc the 
enormity— it is w'orfc than felony, worfe than many cafes of mur- 
<ler itfclf. The human mind fhrinks back at the idea of a fellow- 


Crcaturc, deliberately in his elofct, or upon his pillow, with malice 
calmly ptepenje , planning his tale of deftrudion, to which he muft 
make that Gpd a party, whofe omntfcicnce baffles all deceit, and 
whofe wradyiever foils to overtake the deceiver. He did not think 
that he bad any tiling more to lay upon this fubjed, except to take 
notice pf a fociety to which he had the honour to belong. He 
was happy the Miniftcr thought the*vicws of the fociety moderate 


patriotic ; obferving feme geftures, he proceeded to fay, the 
tiler feemed to nod diffent from the laft propofition. He (hould 
1 4d to fee the Miniftcr attempt to prove one ad of the* Society 
ie^Ffieflds qf the People# Or one fentence written by them, 
Wat and patriotic. He could not help thank- 

folr the ,bhrfortunitv wSich he had niven him, to * 
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fay 1 q much of the fotfety to vyhich he had glluded. He hoped 
their recent aCVtonfc had proved what he now faid, What had' 
that fociety lately done ?— They "had fufpended all active opera- 
tion for a Parliamentary Reform. Had they abandoned their ob- 
ject > — Certainly not. But there was one common danger now In 
which we were all involved ; it was paramount, and fuperior, to 
all other confiderations , it was therefore their duty to refrain, for 
the prefent, from agitating the minds of the public; they had 
therefore withdrawn their efforts for a Parliamentary Reform. 
How long were they to be thus retired and ina&tve J During die 
continuance of our prefent calamity ; no longer. When (faid he) 
it (hall plcafe God to remove our prefent calamity, we lhall then 
hand upon advantageous ground with the people of this country. 
We {hall be enabled to fay to them, the dangers and difficulties 
which you have been under — the calamities you have experienced, 
were brought on by a corrupt Adminiftration, adhng through the 
medium of a corrupt Parliament. ---[A cry of Order 1 Order! came 
from die oppofitc fide of the Houfc.J — Mr. Lambton proceeded— 
“ 1 he language which I liavc ufed I will repeat, if it has faded 
in the rccollcChon of any Member of this Houfe r I fay that will 
be the advantage ground on which we lhall hand, and fuch Is the 
addrds which I, for one, lhall makef to the people of this country, 
and I will defy the artifices of any fet of men to counteract it, 
for I know there 1 $ a great deal of difeemment in the people of this 
country.” 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL faid, there was no man in 
tint Houle who ft It more the immtnfc importance and magnitude 
of the fubjert thin he did : perhaps there were circumftances which 
made his feelings upon it ftronger than thofe of molt of the gentle- 
men m that Houfe. The fituation he had the honour to hold, had 
thrown a duty upon him as fcverc, in every fenfe of the word, as 
could be thrown upon any individual. In riling tofpeak upon this 
qutftion, he felt no animofity, no warmth, he had no other object 
but truth. In the courfc of what he had to fay, it was his objeft 
to convince, ami not to offend. .The duty he had to perform was 
of too foletnn, too important a nature, and he Ihould be unworthy 
of the fituation be held, if he did in any point endeavour to mif- 
lcad the judgment of the Houfe. The duty which had been 
thrown upon him was to conduit a great public proiccution, in foch 
a manner as to render it effectual , but it was alfo his duty n6t to 
render it effectual by violating any one of the rules of the law or of 
juftice. He hoped, in this particular, his condud was not liable 
» confute , of this he was fore, that he had afted flridly according" 
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to the didates of his conference.— In bringing forward this mea* 
fare, he admitted in the fulleft manner whit had fallen from gentle- 
men on the other fide of the Houfc, viz. that very clear, very 
ftrong grounds fliould be made out before they could affent to the 
motion.— -Indeed, fo ftrongly did he feel that it was the right of 
the people to have this ad in force, urilefs in cafes of emergency, 
that if he had had reafon to think that there exifted no real caufe 
Why the bill fliould continue in exiftence, he would himfelfhave 
come forward early in the fcfiion, to have propofed the repeal ; for, 
though the ad was limited to the firfl of February, )et, in his opi- 
nion, not one day fliould be lofl in reftoringthe Habeas Corpus ad 
after the danger had ccafed, — Whether that danger did or did not 
exift at this moment id fu£h a degree as to juftify the continuance 
of the fufpenfion, was a point upon which he differed from the 
honourable gentleman who fpoke laft, and he was afiaid fiom 
feveral other gentlemen in that Houfc. He was aware that it was 
not a popular meafure to propofi the renewal of this bill : he knew 
that popular opinion had been much miflcd upon this fubjed, and 
that fome pains had been taken to prevent the people from viewing 
It in its proper light. He confefftd that he felt, in common with 
other men, a certain degree of reludance in taking the lead in an 
unpopular meafure ; but w’hcn he was called upon by reafon, by 
confcience, by his duty to his country, to perform die talk, he 
Would do it boldly. He could not but lament cxtcmcly the temper 
of mind which the honourable gentleman who fpoke laft had dif- 
played upon this queftion.— He had known that gentleman from 
his infancy, he knew the Virtues of his heart, he knew the powers 
* of his mind, he knew the great extent of his property, and it was 
that knowledge of him which made him regrtt the temper in which 
he had fpoken upon this fubjed. Whenever he faw a man of his 
weight and confcquence in the country profdfing fuch fentiments, 
and fupporting di^m with fo much vehement'* , it always called to his 
refledion a letter written by ptrfons. calling rhunfelvcs the Editois of 
the Patriot (a paper publifhcd at Shcfhdd) to the Conftitutional So- 
ciety. This letter, after fuggefting a variety of w r ays of inllilling 
difeotttent into the minds of the people, goes on thus : “ Whenever 
you* find men apprehenfive tint an attempt at reform may produce 
ftmfoflonandthc deftrudlonof property, aih them if they know fuch 
man (namingoneof great fortune nndcharaflcr in the neighbourhood, 
who is an advocate for reform), he will fey yes : ydu may then a Ik 
him, whether he fuppofts that fuch a man would fupport a meafure 
Which had a tendency to deifroy all property, and confequehtly to 
*uid him,, ^5**' Thus it, was that^the gentlemen who really were 

3 
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fdvcs immortal honour. Every one had flight t&n) t&k t&|&* 
tvcnt of thofc acquittals, bccauftv in confeqiiOrtce of them, every 
one felt hitafelf more fecure in the pofleflion of the privileges whioh 
he enjoyed as a Britifh fubjeft, Who did not know, that if Oort* 
visions had taken place, Mimftcrs might jiot have had warrants 
ready to iffue againft any one who might have rendered thcmfdvc* 
obnoxious by oppofition to their meafures f The Attorney General* 
by coming down, without any new fails, to propofe a farther fufpert- 
fion of the Habeas Corpus, had fhewn tliat it was now cOrtfidcrcd as 
a mere matter of courfo. The whole of the proceedings on this bu- 
finefs might probably be confidered as a miferablc artifice for the pqy- 
pofe of carrying on the war. He did not fay that Government 
might not hive other objefts m view , he had no doubt, that if they 
had been able to tftc&uite their purpofe, they would have been ex- 
tremely gl id to have hui the liberties of the Britifh fubjcils at their 
feet. Mr. Jekvll here alluded to thcfjftcm of fpics, which had 
been countenanced and avowed by Minifttrs , a f)ftcm fo contrary 
to the nature of Englifhmcn, that when they wifhed to Ibid a name 
for it, it was ntctffarv for them to refort to the language of another 
country. As a proof that this fyfttm was not abandoned b\ Mini- 
fters, he here read the following letter, publilhcd m one of the pa* 
pers : 

* r SIR » 

li H iving had the misfortune to be applied to on the part of Miniftry, 
by Mr. WiLi r \m Mjltcalfl, of No. 6, Dow gate-lull, to become on* 
of the numeioos fpics by which the piclent aw tuous Adtulniftratiott art 
f ippoired, 1 conceive the bell mode of avoiding their comtly importunity f 
without falling a 4 iftim to their difappointment, will be by laying in* 
propolal before the Public at once . 

“ 1 he application was. itu le to me on Sunday, 4th inft. when Mo 
Mli calfe, vifinng my humble dwelling, after fome tidtcule atid^ofc* 
on public vntuc , obleived, that Government already had one Spy in the 
Committee of Correfpondenet , but they wiftied to have another , to re- 
port the proceedings, that they might be allured of hi * fidelity or tna* 
cber) • 

4i So anxious was the tempter for the fuccefs of his fnare, that his vfc 
fit was renewed On Tucf fay, when I not being at home, he agiin came 
oft H'ednefday ; not being at home this time either, he left word, that X 
fhould call upon him at his hottfe* and he would wait my arrival at any 
tupc in the afternoon ; not chqofmg to do thib, I leceived a fourth vifit 
oil 7huifday, when he again urged his piopofals, offering to intioduce 
me to Mr. Ford, at the Duke of PoftfLAKirs Office, Whitehall ; or to 
receive any information himfetf, at Ids own houie, undercover; that if 
I would acc^petheoffici, I fhould have fifty guineas prompt payment, and 
one guinea rcgufai ly for edch weekly reptn t. Such an offei might have dag- 
gered one Who had not, by his long attendance, on the meetings of the 
London Correiponditig Society, been tonftmed in his reverence of public 
mrtue, and his contempt of every venal worftupper olf elf love* If he 
hid not remembered the excellent anecdote of Artdcew Ip&rYcUj who, 
Vul.XL, Mm 
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offered a thouf$md ppvinda oft t be part; of the King, by Lord D inby, 
folttduce him to ben ay h*$ country , with fcoin rej$fted the offer, though 
obliged immcdiatclv jltet the departure ot the Lord Trcaforer* to bonow 
It guinea of a friend. If he had not alieudy facuficed the means of fub - 
Jijtena foi the fake of Acting as Rea/on and Conjcienee dirt&cd him 5 if he 
had not lecollettcd, from what appeared on the hte tiials, that one of 
the fuppjled duties of iuch men was to lwtai juli what their employers 
requited ©f them ; mote ef pec tally if he had not recollected the u irmng 
fate of Watt, ot Eittbmg! , a Lie fuuly which ought evtr to be befoic 
the c)cs of all who au concerned in the fyllem of dp onage . But futh 
an onet had no other tffcft on me, but to link Hill town in myefhmation, 
tho'c, who fupporta f tiling e lute 1 y means fofoul mrl ncteheious. Poor 
as I may be, I would fooner be whit 1 am, than that man, who, wal- 
lowing with hi j -v/ U family in enormous w tilth, cxtoi ted by exttava- 
gant jalanesy And rat wet ttd /an/tons, hourly provokes tnc cm k<* of th it 
peopl*, who futfu liom the w inton prodigality with which he hfj ofes, 
not only of their '; uf cs^ but then Hood \ on the f attic piolaution '1 a 
war, which hasahtauy betn piopetly indeed, tenned a ttat ot b\tumi~ 
?iation ! 

u f ( Ru^ks, BooLlellcr, 
No. 52, Cnipiu-ihcct, Spit tlhc Ida , 
becietaii ro the London Coi* 
rclponuing foeiet) 
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After this elucidation (f a ft fit m fo flnmcful, and without one 
new *aft produced, he was forrv to find my nvm fo confident, as 
w to come forwaid ind demand a lirther fufpenfion of the Habeas 
Corpus aft. He, for cm , fliould conclude with entering his pio- 
teft agarnft the fuipenfion of that aft, on which depended the beft 
energies, and the denied privileges, of Enghfhmcn. 

Mr. FRANCIS the 11 rofe, and addrefled himfelf to tl c Speaker 
in the following te^ms . 

Mr. Sptakei, 

There were fome material paflhgcs in the fpec'h of the lcirnrd 
gentleman oppolite time, which I think myfelf called upento tike 
the carlieft opportunity tp anfwcr, whip* tluj aic yet frclh in my 
memory and in the n collcftion of the I Iouie. T hey were not ad- 
d refled to me particularly , but, as they convcjed a charge agamft 
the principles and proceedings of a Society, to which I belong, and 
from whofe caufc I am not at all difpoled to fepante my own, 1 
confidcr myfelf as a perfon put upon his defence, and therefore in- 
titled for h fhort time to the attention of the Houfe. No man is 
Jefs life^y to ahnfe if than >1 am. Sir, I am not going to find faul 
Qie honourable gentleman’s petfood deportment in this Houfe 
0^9^ the language he makes ufe of. They are always civil and 
cohtfilfating, and therefore he mty be fore that nothing is farther 
ft om my thoughts than to offer him any offence. It U to his afler- 
and to his doftrines that I mean to oppofe contradiftion and 
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refinance. ' But, firft of all, allow me to clear vaf honourable 
friend near mq of a very unjuft imputation thrown Upon his qon^ 
ducfl this day, as if lie had irregularly taken .the opening of the de- 
bate out of the hands of the learned gentleman, to whom, ds mover 
of the queftion, it did undoubtedly belong. Now/ Sir, on thjis 
point I fhall content mjfdfwith appealing to your tcftiitrony, when , 
I affirm that the learned gentleman moved die fecond reading of the < 
bill, Without offering to fay one word even of introduction to that ' 
motion, and that you were going to put the queftion, and mud 
lu\c done fo, if my honourable friend had not then rifen tooppoft 
it. The learned gentleman fays, he underflood it was agreed 
that the debate flit.uld be taken on the fijbfequent motion fbt your 
U »ving tl e chan. If fo, he purpofely refer ved himfelf for a later 
ifaje ot the bill, arid has clearly acquitted my honoiuable fiicnd of 
t iking the debate out of his hands. But I know of no fuch agree- 
ment. On the contrary, I perfectly recollect it was ftated tef 
him, from this fide of ihq Houfc, that it was intended to debate 
the prinujde of die bill, which could not be done at any time fo 
piojvrh as on the motion for the fecond reading. 

1 hnd, Sir, that the Society of Gentlemen, affociated for the 
pnrpofc of obtaining a Pailiarncntaiy Reform, of all of whom in- 
viduilly he fp, aks with great civility, arc no favourites of bi+in 
tluir collective c ip icity. It is very difficult fur us to give him fa- 
tisfaCHon. If we continue our proceedings, it leads to dangerous 
i onfcquuiccs, though pc fiibly our intuitions may be innocent. We 
are exciting difeontent and fusion among tliC people, and encou- 
raging o hus to go lengths, to which we pci haps may not be deter- 
mined t j follow them. We fhall be nnfw u able then as, in fa<SV 
the abcttoi^ and promoters of mifehitf, in which at lirft we do not 
partake, and which afterwards we might be detei mined -to refift. 
If w f e refohe to fufprnd oar piocccdings, that’s ten times worfe ; 
that s a refolution, which fills the learned gentleman with horror and 
difmay! The moment we leave off acting at all, we excite and 
exhort the people to have rccourfe to the* moft dangerous and crimi- 
nal exceffcs ! It is difficult to conceive, by What medium i H our con- 
duct we could thoroughly have fati$fied*the learned gentleman* All 
1 lhall fay is, that his judgement of our conduit is not quite im- 
partial, and that I am happy in being able to appeal to a judge- 
ment and authority, even in his own profefllon, much higher than 
his, though I am far fro u meaning to undervalue his cenfure : J 
mean that of the eminent Magi (Irate, who prefided at the fete 
trials. The Chief Juftice took more Occailon# than one to, fpeajk 
•f our Society in terms of diftm&ijn'and approbation, and toimT- 

Mm a 
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mate hi? opinion that our proceedings furnifhcd an example, which 
might be followed with innocence and fafety, if not with advantage. 

1 am fearfol of overrating any thing faid by the learned Judge ; but 

2 believe it is in the memory of every one who had the happinefe 
of hearing him, that he ftated it as an aggravation of the mifeonduft 
imputed to other Societies, that, in ours, they had an example of 
prudence and moderation, by which they might have been inflruft- 
cd, and ought to have been guided. But, Sir, whether we arc 
favourites with the learned gentleman or not, we have a right to 
demand juftice from him, aftd from all men. If be came to this 
Houfb prepared to bring a charge of any kind againft us or our pro- 
ceedings lie was bound in common equity to give us notice of his 
intention. With all hi ebooks, and his papers, and his memoran- 
dums before him, it is not fair to expert that wc fhould be able to 
anfwcrhim, oipon the infant, on dates, on circumftances, and cx- 
preflions, belonging to trapfa^ions which took place a year or two 
ago. Yet, with all thefe advantages on his fide, and taken by 
furprife as I am, and having nothing to rely on but my own im- 
mediate recollcdtion of the terms of a letrer, written by us in May 
1793, and figned by Lord John Ruffell, as Chairman, I meet the 
learned gentleman in diretSNontradiftion upon his ftatement of that 
letter. X affirm, that he has mifquotcd our letter , that he has ef- 
fcfctialiy changed the term* of it, and attributed to us a declared 
fpecific motive for declining, as we did, all future intcrcourfe with 
the Society for Conftitutional Information, which I am furc w'e 
did not exprefe, and which I am confident we never thought of. 
He fays diftip&ly, and mote than once, that we came to that refo- 
Jution, bccaufe the other Society, by their a£ts and proceedings, 
bad plated the cwjlitutiox. If they had, wc ought to have gone 
much farther, than barely reviving to have no concern with them. 
1 cwuipt recoiled the exaft terms of our letter, but I ftand firmly 
and fccurely upon the pegbtive. I fay the learned gentleman has 
done that which po accufer ought to do ; he imputes criminality to 
certain ad* united to certain declarations pf ours, and he changes 


?ttatgWly f fhc terms of tbofc declarations. On that point I am at 
: he has the books before him > let him confute me 
ijtjm can ** He cortfolfos, Thpwevejr, that wc dpi right in declining 

The pd&ge in the Wer from the Society, dated the 12th of May, 

$ 7^2 / afia ftgoed by Lord John Ruffell’, to which the Attorney Genera) 
Alluded, ^abd$itflf»lbll0wing words: 

* Y the fame rime to decline all future intercourfe 

mm wfipwm ?nd object*, as far as we can colleft them from < 

jjif whjch h* vc been pubfiflied, ivecai}- 





all interdourfe with that dangerous Society ; tot then fie fays,’ tot 
ought to have a, led in the fame manner to ^le lSHe^tM Society, 
who, it fccms, have written a letter to the other, f&t of exception- 
ablc language and mattet. Agreed. I thirtkfotoO J but then rija* 
letter ought to have been before us. It could be no motive of a&ion 
to us, unlefs it had come by fomc means or other under our View, 
or in fuch a way as to oblige us to take notice of it. Now, I da 
allure the Houft, upon my honour, that, to the heft of my know-, 
ledge and belief, I never heard of that letter before,.^! hope I 
have faid enough to vindicate oqr Society from the imputations, (ft 
which fomc gentlemen have thought us liable, and to jollify the fa* 
vourablc opinion entertained of us, byperfqns of greater judgement, 
as well a* more elevated authority, if not, I deflre it may be un- 
du flood that 1 fhall hold myfdf ready, and forthcoming at all times, 
to anfwer any difimet charges that may be brought againft us. 

In tins place, Sir, it may be neceflary for me to obfcrvc, that 
neither t{ns difeuflion, nor any other, that regards the principles and, 
conduct of the different Societies, affociated for the purpofe of ob- 
taining a Parliamentary Reform, is foreign from the qucHion now 
before the Houfc, The infiitution and pioccedings of thofe Socie- 
ties have in fact been the real or pretended caufe of all th? alarms, 
which have been fo induflrioufly excited among us, for the 
fafety of the conflitution, and of all the rocafurcs which have beefl 
taken by Government for the peace and (ccurity of the country, and 
among the reft, for die fufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus adt, jit 
is no digreffion, therefore, to date either my own opinion anti prin- 
ciples, or thofe of die Affociatioil in which 1 have a died, on the fub- 
jeet of Parliament ir\ Reform. But my honourable friend near me, 
in Hating his principles and objedts, has Hated mine. I concur 
with him in evtry word he has faid, and adopt it as my own. Sir, 
I know the inconvenience of particular applications of general opi- 
nions, and I (hall take care to avoid it. Without referring, there* 
Hire, to this or that Parliament, I fay gc net filly, but with the deep- 
efl convidtion that can be iwprcffcd on the human mind, by loiljg 
obfervation and daily experience, that, with a Houfe of Common* 
at die difpofal and command of the Crown, the liberty and prpr 
perty of this country are not (afe. Under fuch a Combination and 
Hcwardfliip the liberty will gp firfl, and the property will foon follow 
it. With refpedt to umverfal reptefentatjon, and all the darigetj 
and all 4te reproaches attached to it, I mull lay that I think the 


not help regarding as irreconcilable with thole real iaterefti, c» which yop 
profcft to inform aud enlighten the people,’* . ’ 1 
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teamed gentleman ought to be cartful to diftinguifh thofe, who pro- 
fits to have fuch afeheme in contemplation, fiom others whorejeft 
it with a di approbation as full and entire, though not, perhape, 
with fuch extravagant horror, as he does. He ought to have known 
that the idea of univerfal representation was never encouraged or 
countenanced by any adt or declaration whatever of our Affociation. 
IF he knows any thing to the contrary, l call upon him now, I 
challenge him, to point it out. Of mt, in paiticular, hemufthave 
known, and, in candour, he ought to hav c acknowledged, that it is 
nut poflible for any man to go farther than I have done, to rejedl, 
to refift, and to explode every piojcdt <f that nature, and c <ry 
principle and argument fet up to fupport it , a projedf, however, fo 
chimerical, and fo utterly impracticable, that it is fupcifluous to 
load it with charges of danger and malignity. But, let the chanc- 
ier of fuch projects be what it may, there U one lefltflion on 
the condufl of Government towards the unfortunate pcifons who 
have profeffed rhtm, W'hich ought to ftrike e^ m man of hrnour or 
humanity with dhguft and abhorrence. While thiv aic jcrfccuting 
to deftrudHon a number of perfens, whofe umn 1 t hnmd finccritv 
* deferves inffrudlion rather than puivflin tnt, foi v aintrit mg the to 
mifehievous dodtrines, obferve with what guarded c ution, wrh 
What profound iilencc, they pafs by the original author, the prime 
-mmer'of all thefe doctrines , who, if thrlc jxojle ai^ dchiiLd, >* 
the foie caufe of tluir dtlufion , who, if tlu.) hi\e tried, is an 
fflverable for rhtir errors, who, if they aie criminal, fhould be pu- 
nched for their crimes. Sir, I fpeak frem pofitive knowledge ( n 
v &efc piints. I have converfed witli fL\c i »1 of ilufe adv cites for 
'univerfal reprefentation, anf I never met with one of thun, who 
did not quote the Duke of Richmond for his authority , who did 
not take his arguments from letters written and publilhed by the 
noble Duke, as they faid, for popular inflrudlion. If the ftnfe of 
iharoc were left among men, is it a thing that could be endured for 
a moment, that, while the men, whom his writings have deluded, 
me profccuted and punifhed, the noble Duke hiinlHf fliould not 
roly go frjftand unnoticed, but continue a Member of that very 
1 Cabinet which thefe profecutions are promoted and enforced. 
With influence of Government ? I will not believe it poflible 

that lu£ Grace can take an adlive lhare in thefe mcafurcs ; I difmifs 
that thought the .moment it occurs to me \ fuch condudt would ex- 
the bounds of human depravity. I acquit the noble Duke of 
butdfill he belongs to the Adminiflration ; and whether he op- 
Jpfcs their meafdfcs in this indance or not, is unknown to the Pub- 
JPck 'Bullet the, ffodtrlne I allude to bg ever fo mifehievous, and 



•verfo dangerous, is it ifc fe&, is it iat/utf^he ml oWe& oft® 
the apprehenfiort* and terrors whtcfr are (aid be exited ( by it ? t 
do not believe it ; I do nos believe that the enemies of reform at* 
^ fo much terrified by it as "they pretend to be. They know as well 
aTdhffo that it is nothing but a vifion, which can tieyer be fubftan- 
tiated a 'mere abftia&ion, whicli can never be realized. No, 
Sir , whatever they ma\ ptetend, this is not the true'ground of their 
uni ilincfs. It is the reafomblc, the moderate tile practicable pkfy 
which rc illy fills them with terror and anxiety. That, perhaps 
might he atcomplifhcd ; the other never can ; nor, if it were even v 
to obtain tor a moment, could it potfibly fubfift; and 1 am con- 
vinced tint, if it were pofftblc to dn*e thofe perfons to an option, 
thev v nld prefer tlicfuond to the firft, bccaofc they would forefee 
tbit the mil Jin. is intutiblc in the execution of fuch a feheme, or 
ew i in the attempt, would determine every reafonablc man in the 
tountiv to revutand fubmit to the prefent fyftem ; that is, tofufftr 
contlitution to 1 iiyuifh ind diilolvc in its conupticn, or g/aduilly 
to [^iilh bv JvCiy, rather than to encounter the direct j j t f ivc 
duy rs of a change L> violent anl extreme, to which /,Wmindf 
wt uld nitiir illy unite the certainty of mfiant definition. 

It is now piopoied to the lloufc to renew the iufpenfion of the 
H ibnis Cjipu f ndt, w uh as mm h eale and indiiFercncc, as if the ar- 
l)i ti 'rv power ot imptlfoping any man, for am time, without bring- 
ing hun to trnl, wu'e tii to be given to the King's Minjftcrs when- 
tVvi they defned it, and continued in fhJr Lands as long as they 
thought fit. They do not come to u , as they ought to do, with a 
new cafe of conlpiracj and ticalon, fuppotted by later difcoverics, 
bv frefh evidence, and b\ i ujwit of the refult of both to the Houfe. 
No, Sir , (Iky content thmdLhcs with affimning that it is fo, and by 
calling upon us to piove tlic contiary, ifnc can ; that is, they Shift 
the buidcn of the proof lrom the aflertion to the negative, and con* 
elude that die Houle is ready to believe that every thing they affirm 
is tiue, unlefs we can bring evidence to prove that it is falfe. Thefe 
gentlemen contend, that the treafons and confpiraclcs of lad year re- 
main in Jlatu quo, and in full Force. Wliy, Sir, if that proportion 
were ever fo true, they ought to prove it now, by the adduction of 
frefh evidence, regularly examined by another Committee of In- 
quiry, and by them reported to the Houfe. Much more ought they 
to do fo, if they pretended, which in truth they do rtot pretend, 
that they had discovered a new fet of plots, and a new lift of con- 
fpirators. I have never faid, that a cafe may not txift, in which 
the rights of individuals, however important, ought to give way to 
the fecurity of die Public. No reafoanble man, no friend of hi* 
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country, will deny it* What I contend for is, that when arbitrary 
powers arc demanded, for the fake of the common fafety, the cafe 
that juftifies the demand tfiould be made out, in every indance, by 
its own fpecific evidence. Nothing of this kind ha> been done ry; 
attempted ; the ground they take now, is the fame as they took laft 
year ; the evidence they refort to, is the fame they have had before 
them above two years, and which hithuto they have made no ufe 
of, but by profecutions and tiials, in which they have utterly failed. 
Every one of the confpirators, of whofe guilt they pretended to be" 
fo confident laft year, has either been acquitted by his country, or 
difeharged by themfelves. If they have any other criminals to pro- 
duce, on the ground of the inquiries and reports made «•' us laft 
year, for what rcafon have they ntglcdcd to ufe the power they 
had, and to feeurc and bring them to trial in this long inUival ? 
The evidence is the fame that it was two years ag > , the fame docu- 
ments and letters were rend to us laft year, and may be fo again 
this time twelvemonth. They do not pretend to fav that they have 
any other ; they muft, therefore, confefs that that evidence is infuf- 
ficient, or that they themfelves .uc criminal in not having hitherto 
acted upon it. In demanding a renewal of power, they condemn 
themfelves; for, if they had done their dutv, while they had it, a 
renewal now' would be unncccffary. Or are we to underftand that 
they have left thefe urgent duties unperformed, on ptirpofc to keep 
a pretence in referve for continuing in their hands a power to di.ig 
any man they pleafe from his houk, from his family, from his af- 
fairs ; to have his papers ranfacked, to have all his private concerns 
expofed, and to be continued in clofc confinement, without trial, as 
long as they think proper ? All this, they tell us, however, is n§ 
punijhment ! It is pure mercy intended for the fccurity of the indivi- 
dual, and to prevent him from carrying his dangaous difpolitions 
into criminal effed. This language, Sir, w'ould be very fufpieious 
at all times, but particularly when it comes from men, who will 
not allow that trial and acquittal are any fatisfadory proof of inno- 
cence, and who affirm that, notw ithftandmg the pioficutions and 
verdicts which have taken place in the laft year, the ground they 
then Jtook is not in the fmalleft degree altered ; that the plots and 
confjjtracies ftand exadly where they did ; that thefe propofitions 
areTelf-evidcnt, and require nothing but to be ftated and affirmed 
"upon their authority. The diftindions they heve recourfe to on 
this fobjed, are indeed of a piece with the reft of their conduit If 
you truft to the opinions of thefe gentlemen, you muft conclude, as 
they do, that tire finding of a bill by a grand jury, who have nothing 
before them but tome feleded evidence of the accufcr, amounts to. 

M r 



a ftiong prefumption of guilt ; but that the vercK& of i potty jufy* 
who hear both parties, and in whofe prefence the tiftrfe of the evi- 
dence on both (ides is minutely canvaffed* does not amount to any* 
no, not the fmalleft, prefumption of innocence. I (hall now con- 
cIQtkrSir, with fubmitting two plain queftions to thefe learned gen- 
tlemen, to which I hope and expect they will give me a plain, intel- 
ligible anfwcr, fu h a one as a Commoner of England, contending 
for his rights, though perhaps not qualified to defend them in the 
way in which ihc\ arc attacked, by legd cunning or fkilful arguments* 
has a right to demand from him who invades them. We have 
been repeatedly allured, that any hardlhip which the perfons con- 
fined lad ycir might have fulfil cd, from the length of their impri- 
fonment, was not to be imputed to the fufpenlion of the Habeas 
Corpus ad ; bccaufe, without the fufpenfion of that ad, they would, 
or they might have been, confined juft as long under the law as it 
flood* If lb, l defimthem to tell me what they want, or what they 
will gain by the fufpenlion ; or, in fad, what have they gained by 
fufpending it at all : On their own (hewing they might have 
confined the fime ptrfons, or any others, whom they fufpeded, juft 
as long as they did, and hill as long as any man ought to be impri- 
foned, on bare (nipicion, ami without trial. My fccond queftion is, 
for what rcafon, e\cn admitting all their ground, and fuppofing all 
thv ir fufpiaons to he well founded, they think it neceffary to take 
this dungciuus power at the pufuit moment ; I mean, while Parlia- 
ment is fitting ; Without it, they can ft cure any perfonthtv fufped ; 
and if, at anv given moment, they (hould really want a farther 
power, what have thty do but, is tin.) aid lalf year, to come to this 
Houle, and pafs another act of fufpenfion in the courfe of a Angle 
dav ? In the picfenr cireumftanees of the nation, I'takc it for graft- 
ed that they have no thoughts pf proroguing Pailiament ; but, as 
long as the Lcgifi *'ure is iffi mblui, it is MJ/* proper office and duty, 
which thej cmnot thh “ Uc lafcly or honeftly to the Minlftcisof the 
Crown, to v itch over the pcili nal r^hts of the fubjed, while they 
arc piovii ling for the general Lfety of the community. To thefe 
qucltions, bii, 1 demand and expert a plain, uiftind, and rational 
anfwcr. 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL, in anfwcr to the charge of 
mifrepi Mentation, referred to the letter of die Friend$ of the People 
to the London Coirefpomiing Society, and alfo to the letter of the 
Sheffield Sxficty to the London Cnrrcfponding Society ; by the former 
of which it would appear, th it the \ lews of the other Societies were 
fuch as the FikirL of die People could not ailent to, confidently 
Vol. XL. . Nn 
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with the principles of the Conftitution ; and by the latter, that they 
had unknowingly forwarded the views which they condemned. 

The SOLICITOR GENERAL faid, he looked on trial by 
jury to be one of the moft effential parts of oyr Conftitution, and 
as the only controul over the Government which could fafely be left 
to the people thcmfelves. The onl) time when this excellent infti- 
Cution had been fufpcndecl was during the cxiftcnee of a Republic in 
England. At the fame time he mud rtm.uk that the verdict of a 
jury was conducive only to one point, namely, that the perfon ac- 
quitted Ihould not be tried for the lame chaigc again. As an in- 
itancc that a conlpiiacy might exift, oi which it might be impoflible 
to produce any evidence, he referred to wlut had fume time fincc 
happened in Edinburgh — the cafe of Captain Portcou . This gen- 
tleman was Captain of the guard which attended at an extern* m, 
for the fake of preserving order. The ciy of reprieve, falfcly cir- 
culated among the multitude, produced;! conlidcrablc degree of tu- 
mult ; tht Captain oidcrtd the ioldaei^ to fire. Several pufonswcic 
killed, fome of them innocent fptdalnrs, in windows, the Captain 
was impnioned, and would have lulftitd, but b) thcintcrcft and fo- 
licitation of hU irknds a paidun w is obtained , the mob, however, 
wt re lo much in* uile 1 at hi, conduct, that they broke into the pri- 
ibn, carried olF Captain Poitcous, and hanged him. "ict though 
the mob was Compoltd of fcveial thoui uid perfon s, and a consider- 
able reward, as well as indemnity oflaed to any wholhould ditcover 
thofe who were tonarned in tli it mob, not one perfon was found to 
give the fmalleft information. Jfeic t!un w’as cUul) an inftincc of 
a confpiracy having exifted, which it was impoflible to detect by 
any evidence. When it was flited tint the fufpcnlion of the Ha- 
beas Corpus was dangerous, the queftton p iturdly arofc, What was 
the degree of the danger ? There certainly w is a difference between 
a temporary and peipetual fufpcnlion , and there ceitunly could net 
be much dinger to the liberties of the fubject, when the expediency 
of the meafurc was liable to be debated every kffion. If it was con- 
tended, that it was a meafurc which could not be adopted without 
danger, he defied any one to flic w, that, in all the* former inftanecs 
in which it had been adopted, it lnd been attended with thofe dan- 
gerous confcqucnccs, which gentlemen now affedtd to anticipate. 
For his part, he could not charge his memory with one inftancc, 
out of the tWtjtcen or fourteen times in which ithad been fufpended, 
that the liberty of the fubjedt had ever been endangered. He pro- 
ceeded taftate what he confldered as the ground of continuing the 
fufpcnlion; namely, the cxiftcnee of a eonfp>rac< '"ndapgcrmg the 
•ftablifhed Government. From the i oft . , s yty of all the 
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fidts which formed the evidence, he was convinced that a confpiracy 
Nd ''xifted, and ftill did exift, notwithftanding the artifice which 
had been ufed to conceal it. The numbers concerned, their cha- 
racters and difpofitions, were fuffieient evidence, provided no other 
did appear, that there was a combination of the moft dangerous ten- 
dency to the King and Government. Mr Solicitor General then 
recapitulated the proceedings of all tin, focieucs, and juftified the 
Duke of Richmond, b) affirming, that there was a manifeft difpa- 
uty between the Duke’s principles as to reform and thofe of the fo- 
ndue. lit w is aftomfhtd gentlemen in oppofition could f*y they 
m ant the 1 in.c, when thofe of the focicties tended to a total fubver- 
lion of the Government. He then adverted to the calling of the 
Convention pf the People, which hi m untuned to be unconftituti- 
onal in the extreme, and ealculited to involve the country in all the 
hoirois of not and cordufion. An) aflcmblv, fivmgthit in which 
lie now fit, ft) lmg themftlves the Reprefentatives of the People, 
indicated the ftrongeft ft mptoms of an mfurieehon , and at the fame 
time, their wifh to fup ifede the cxifting Government of the coun- 
try After fueh pioecedmgs, could any perfon dodbt of a confpi- 
1 iey ? In the rcfolution of the 20 th January, 1 794 > *h c y declared 
they would be g<>\ erned bv their own laws , ind if fueh a declaration 
did not excite alarm, he did not know whit could. They publifhed 
the fpecchcs of Btrreie, and adopted, as neaily as poflible, the French 
do vftri ncs , and had they not been checked in their career, there 
might now h ive been a new Gov eminent, w ithout Nobles, without 
Commons, md without King The ptrfons forming thofe focicties 
ftill continued their defigns , thev did not cun attempt to difavow 
any of the principles the) had at hrft embraced. For thefe rcafons, 
he thought flu bill need! iry, md, under thefe imprtflions, he thought 
it lus du'v to vote for it 

Mr CURWFN fud, I fhould not have pcifcvcreJ in wilhing 
to obtrude myftlf on vour notice, had I not felt, fiom the impor- 
tance and nngmtude of the qucftion, a dutv to my conftituents, 
my countr>, and m)felf, which forbade me to give a filcnt vote. 
M lie qucftion involves not only the prclcnt liberty of the fubjefit, but 
pcihaps alfj its very cxiftcnce. The fentiments I ihall offer to die 
Houfc cm have no claim to its attention, but from the finccrity 
with which they are delivered. 

This is a moment whin every putv diftmilion fliould vanifh : 
I look, Sir, to meafures, not to men. It matters not wild be the 
Mmiftcr, piovidcd he be equal to the fituation. My fupport ht 
fhall cheerfully have in every exertion for the defence of the country, 
I have liftened, Sir, to every thing that has fallen imm 
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gentleman (the Attorney-General), of whofc abilities and integrity 
I vavc the highefl: opinion , and great, indeed, his been my afto- 
nilhmcnt, and much mj confutation and tatistattion, to 4 odL«ot 
one paper, not one tranfa&ion adduced in fnppoit of the meafure, 
which is not to be found in thricpoil ol the bun t Committee of 
laft year. We arc called upon, Sir, lor arene a 1 of the nc iferc, 
not from iny reference to tlu prtknf moment, not fiom uii) con- 
fiduation of the artual fituation of the countrv, 1 >ut from a refe- 
rence to that fhte in which it w is luj pofed to h u 1u> l tall un 
Agreeing in every fcntnricnt, in every ojinion, as t nmr.c t 1 
thofc papers, and dcpucitiry m ich is in cn dr tr*e i \ «nicio* c 
tend-nev . agitcing tint th<) cilltd ioi tlu mol luuus .itcntni 
of the liAunitive Government, 1 tntuh d*lkn , » 1 inn ‘ lb l uefptv 
of this iriafurc oil a fnini< rourl < n. And vhv, Sa JAe mi- 
ni) mind v «.*» led to that u i < ion \li n fh heuour lie u I 
learned gurthman has this ni*d t, f< r ti c In time, dul n 1 to the 
Houfe. Ilf now admits, wlm I llwiv^xl v« ], d it ti ui num- 
bers were not conlidcriblc , th r t! trv v, is i t or until »rt wh< ie 
\ lews were danger oils to the Con*htuli< u id in no om phn, 
they were not formidable cylU j ' ti i j>r^ | o^tio ^ i t 1 n number. 
I then thought, whit f am n >w n o i Ikm e t convinced if, 
that the power conftitutiomlh ledge \ m th ji n<i <{ Govunmuit 
is amplj fudkicnt ior even [ uij ole ol i i m 

At what moment, Sn, were tiuic opine m, th f. nev fmchd 
dodfrints inoft likeh to pds tii ^nt' Nm, ^hentluii fall u 
has been fully proved, when tnc imlr i win u li is mended them in 
another eountrv, his c\e ede d v hat the n t ft jt »ri u 1 ui igimtion 
cpyld have conceived 1 No, Sir, it thue w is i nn.nent wh n 
danger was to be apprehended in in them, it wa \ 1 in thev we < 
new. Thur novcltv excited fnq lilt, and nn ht h u allundnirn 
into an acquiclcencc with doctrines which n don md ufleMion 
have Jong ago lhew n, were not c deal lti d to pioduc ai v one c f rl c 
advantages fo fpeeioufl) held out. On the contru*, wherever they 
li^ve prevailed, unexampled rj] unify has been the ci nh quince. 
Sir, I draw a fourcc of lecuntv from nofe very pipers: when I 
find tliem every where complaining of the little efke.t the) have 
had with the people. Whence has this proceeded ? Not furtly 
from a want of energy ; for was there ever a difpofition to make 
more glorious efforts in the defence of the country ? No, Sir, 
their rejeftion has proceeded from the good ftnfe of the people, who 
arc not tobe deluded by fpecious {peculations, and who w ill not make 
4 sin experiment beginning with die facriilce of a Conftitution 
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which experience has proved to them to have produced fo many 
blcflings. 

Can the right honourable the Canceller of the Exchequer deny* 
tint unpaialkled exertions have been made in arming the country > 
Was the militaiy force ever fo numerous ? Is th< re rflore than 
one opinion in this Iloufc, and the countiy at large in granting 
r\c.r\ thing tint Minifters fhall deem requifite for the defence of the 
t uintry } What, bir, arc the fentiments of my COnftituents* 
wnofc petition Iks on jour tabic ? Endeavour to obtain the blek 
fings of peace, but v irhhol 1 notluiig th it fliall make it honourable 
and hhng. Sikh, Sir, I 1 > lie vt , is t lie language of every man 
in the countij . Is >t wife, is it \ ru knt, to adopt a meafurc that 
i i hln ui on the ati iclimc nt an 1 1* \ ui\ of the country , a meafure 
crciting diftuift imon; oufdvs, »nd confidence in our enemies J 
VV as dure a diljofus n in the people to he f ul&ous and diffatisfied* ' 
might not the umdi‘ tc/fthewar allord i wide held * Great and 
un \unpLd ^ lia% t Ken the dififtus attending it, re they wholly 
to le ,ittubu»cd to f >miitou«* ciuunft net’s ? No, Sir, much 
n» ,St be JtiiK iKd to the wait ot < | bilnus in the right honurablc 
gentleman pro] tilv to dirt t the force of this country. Yes, Sir, 
while he has II»> M.juiy s conhuikv <nul that of this Houfe, the* 
mtion is wiiiuig to * mr turv t 1 inc, he cm rapine. Sir, I faw 
with ciltondl.'u nt ,5 u hid ihj lhar v.cu tiken bv the right ho* 
n unable ginilunm in the lyftu.i of.dirm. 1 1 cn arole in my 
hi nd die n»( <1 iui >us appu le ufio. -> that lhc\ wo ild lead to the in- 
voking this coumi) m tl c eil imitKs of w 1 beg to call to the 
ri colledion of tlu Uoiik, the b* ginning of May 1792, when a 
riglit honout tbit gentleman ?>lr. ihnkc) fo eloquently, and with 
bit too nuuli fual% fiKMt undtd the tiumpet of alaim, and 
call d upon the kj.r hi n .1 iblc gi ntLman to evert the full force of 
Government ’jii t thole u*c>nn<s. What was the reply of the 
right honour a ole gentleman 5 “ , A s to die country being in a ftate 
“ of ferment, lie did not dunk fo, and bdicvtd his right honourable 
“ friend Ind gone too fir when he had it. If there were any who 
“ entertained opinions inimical to the Conftitution, he really pc- 
“ lieved their numbers were nnall, and their proceeding tod 
%t iiifignihcant to be dangerous , for the great body of the people 
“ were firmh united in their love for the Conftitution, and had a - 
“ proper fenle ot the many blefitngs thty had enjoyed under it. 11 
Vid. Pari. Reg. Dcbiett, vol. 33, p. 36. 

Yet after this, in the fame month, His Majefty’s proclamation 
came forth, warning us againft the dangers that threatened the 
countiy. How is fuch conduit to be accounted for ? This mi- 
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ferable policy aafwered but too /uccefsfully the ends that were pro- 
pQfed by it. Dreadful S has been the confequence ; whether we 
view it in refped to the calamitous war into which it has plunged 
us, or in refped to the detcftablc fyftem of Jpyifwj which has 
deftroyed public confidence and private fccurity. 

Sir, the learned gentleman has told us, though three fucceflivc 
juries have negatived the exiftencc of a plot in this country, wc are 
not, therefore, to infer that it did not cxiftin Scotland, where two 
convictions have taken place. In my confeiencc. Sir, I do not 
believe that it ever did cxift, but in that wretch who ha> fo juftly 
paid the forfeit of his crimes : and in this I am borne out by the 
general fentiment of that country. Sir, this wretch (and I truft, 
for the fake of humanity, few fuch there have been) finding the 
information he gave to Government led to the belief rather of fe- 
curity than of danger, w r as determined to try if he could not work 
upon the temper of unfufpeding men, and lead them into a fitua- 
tion fo criminal, that their facrificc fiiould procure him attention 
and reward from Government. God Le prailcd ! the ruin he in- 
tended for others fell upon his own head ! But is the indignation 
which every man mult feel for fo confummatc a villain confined 
to this tranfadion alone ? Does it not lead us to execrate a fyftem 
calculated to produce fuch horrid oonfcqucnccs ? 

Sir, many of thefe papers owe their exiftcncc to the fupinenefs 
of Government, who, for two years, totally disregarded and def- 
pifed them. Is it not in proof upon the late trials how much thefe 
fpies have goaded on and inflamed the focietiesot which they were 
members, in order to fereen thcmfelves from fufpicion r Much, 
Sir, much fatisfadion have thefe late trials afforded to every inde- 
pendent man in the country \ proving how incorrupt was the fource 
of public juftice. The dangers w hich I apprenhended arc not from 
thefe miserable papers. No, Sir ; k is from the di (belief of 
public virtue : every day's experience leflens the opinion of the 
people; they know not to where or to -whom they can look with 
confidence, or on whom they can firmly rely. What, Sir, can 
tbfiy think, when they fee gentlemen who profcllcd that the immi- 
‘tiency of the danger which threatens die country, called upon them 
to renounce old friendfhips, to forget thtir recorded opinions of the 
violation of the Conftitution, w r ith which the introdudion to power 
of that right honourable gentlemen was attended ? Sir, 1 gave 
them full credit for the high ground of principle they had taken, 
but 4iow have they conduded themfelvcs ? Is it not notorious 
that there- has been more jobbing and contention for power, than 
tve^difgraced the moft corrupt Admiaiftration, in times of the 



raoft profound fecurity ? Sir, whefr 1 16ok to a noble Earl, whofe 
name is refpcdtable from the long fervice* of his predeceffpr, pof- 
felted of an immenfe fortune, baigaining for the prpvifion of a child 
at the cxpcnce of this country, I protcft to God, Sir, this mon- 
truous corruption tranfports me, at times, beyond the bonds of 
modci ation. If, Sir, the poffeflion of every thing which fortune' 
or (fruition cm give, with every thing to lofe and nothing to gain, 
cannot e\c t me from fuch fentiments of indignation, what muft 
be the cited upon men in lower lituations, w ho can hardly bear the 
burthens for the neceffary defence of the country ? and what addi- 
tional ones miy not be obliged to impofe ? — Let us not. Sir, 
mifapplv our time in pioviding remedies for dangers which do not 
exift. Let us ad lo as to Kgain the confidence wc have loft. Let 
us rcftoie to the people the perfed enjoyment of their liberties. 
Let us Sir, b) cvcrv adion, convince them of our unwillingnefs 
to ii.tnngc upon their rights, or to load them with any burthen 
b w ond what unfortunate 1> the pielfure of the moment requires. 
Then, Sir, I dare pronounce, there will be found not left energy, 
fpirit and lelolution to maintain the Conftitution, than there were 
evrted for its cftabliflimcnt. '1 hen, Sir, wc may bid defiance to 
foreign enemies and domdtic liKuidiarits. The conteft will then 
bt, who cm bell and moll abl) dtfend Ins country. 

Loid WILLIAM RUSSLI L faid, thithc could not look with 
diircfjKel to the verdict of a jui), and that on this head he muft 
lather dillrull the prolelhons of the Crown officers, who though 
they had d elated ere it leaped for the decilion, had yet, as much 
as pollible, endeavouied to do aw i\ its tffodte If he was alkcd to 
lupport the n^xfurc of the furtlui fufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus, 
tiie moll fmqle md obvious anfwtr that occurred to him, was~ 
Whu treii)ii hid e\iilcd, or wliat traitors had been convidted ? 
Refore he tould lonkn* to the lcncwal of the mealure, he wifhed to 
know wlut benefit had been derived to the country from the extra- 
i ldinaiy power ahead) gi mred to Minifters. He concluded, that, 
if my nun thought the Haltas Coipus at all worth preferving, they 
ought ccitainly to excu thcmfelves to prevent its fufpenlion in the 
prt hut moment. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT fud, lie did not mean now to enter into 
tht debate, but mereh rofe m confluence of an infinuation which 
had diopped from tin lail ipeaher but one, rclati\e to a noble Earl, 
now high in office in His Majeft) s Council. The fadt was, that 
tho noble Eirl had not, uj. »n voming into office, gotten any fine-* 
cure or m w pi ice wh 'tc\er, f u ltfs had he bargained for any ; he 
had held the pl.'es of Lord Ju hev, G<.na d for beotland a long time. 
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I place that had been frequently given to hoblemcfl who had frrvedl 
in a diplomatic capacity abroad, with the rcveilton for one life. In 
the ptefent inftance His Majefly had been pricioufly pleafed to dc- 
firc the noble Earl, unafked, to none the life for the reverfion ; 
this was the true date of the calc, and lie thought it Ins duty to ex- 
plain it to the Houfe. 

Mr. CURWEN faid, tint if the nohle J ord haJ rtfi&ncd the 
one place without accepting the «''urlion of th< other for hisfon, he 
would not have made a gie iter facrifiec than the nieumftanixs of the 
times might be fuppoied to cdl for, fioin men of his 1 irgc fortune 
and high Ration. 

Mr. H vRDINGE confcfll 1 th( ineipacitv’of enter uj; into eort- 
flI6t with all, or with any par', of tint which had c tiled in Jf ar- 
gument upon the other fide of the Houfe , bceaufe, in his \icw of 
it, either it bore no conceit abL relation to the fubj< c>, or w u or a 
nature to be iclf-nfuttd. r l his lie would undcit ike, in a tew and 
plain words, to d<. monRi rte. 

He would tirft recall the debate into the r < d and the onl> p »nt 
of it. It w is a queftinn of Icgifl Hive polk\ , whether, upon a ba- 
lance of t\to opposite e\iK, md both of them conftitution il m thu** 
nature, an exiiling peril to the lifet) of the realm did, or did not, 
authoii/.c the farther fufpenfionof the Ihlxas Corpus aft ?■ 

That fuch a peril did t\iil, when tW Legifliture pifled the Suf- 
penfion bill, was a Ja 7 ; it w is thu taken upon tiuft from the Re- 
ports of Committees, but iincc tint period his been authenticated 
and prsutd. 

Here a fallacy and persufion hid aiiftn, which aftonifhed Jiim, 
when he 1 > iked at the cnhghti md undcrfhn ling th it h id lent itfclf 
to the fuppoit of it, i Mi. ho ') and which c unmon knfe would re- 
fute. It had beenfuid, “ tint whit the Committees and the Houfe 
44 of Commons had lei evtJ as an cxifting confpiiicv, hid been 
41 djprjved by the juries, bccaufc they had acquitted the accufcd 
44 coulpirators. ’ 

This was a pux/lc *»bfolutcly ihildifh. Itaffurncd, in the firfl 
pkice, that, by acquitting forre of the accufcd oonfpirators, the ju- 
ries had negative cl the exigence of a 'onfpiracy, and it lud been 
faid, with an air of triumphant wit, 4i Here’s a con/pitacy, without 
44 confptraton But the ardens 7 < rbum is not always cortedt in ica- 
foning. He would fay, u Yes, there /> a confpiracy, without confpi- 
44 rotors ; that is, that there is a confpiracy, but there are no confpi- 
44 ra tors whom the law has yet been able to reach, as guilt) of high 
'* trVom” An honourable gentleman (Mr. Lambton) who had 



a* ’4R 

opened the oppofitlonof that night, had faid, * iJfataU 
4 * into guilt refolved themfclves Into a Latin hexameter : 

“ Quit? quibus auxiliis, quid, qumdt, quomodo, Quart.” 

The juries had anfwcrcd the word “ Quis,” by faying, “ not Mr# 
Hardy, not Mr. Horne Tooke ; net Mr. Thelwali.” Their pro- 
\ince was, to implicate or exculpate individuals. The Houfe had 
a different and a more extenfive duty ; they were to determine the 
general faft, that a confpiracy did, or did not cxift , and if they 
found its exiftence, to guard agiinft the evil, ■‘The inference, that 
a confpiracy cxidcd, they had legiflatively collcfted, when they 
pallid the Sufpcnfion bill, from the fa£h before them. * Thbfe fa&t 
were proved, at a later period, as well to the jury as to the Public. 
A learned friend of his (Mr Erfkmc) lnd faid “ the faft had been 
“ pioved, but the comlnfi n difprsued ” If the faft was proved, 
and if the jury had even faid, “ We acquit Mr. Hardy, becaufe, 
“ from die fafts proved, w< infer no confpincy.” Though Mr. 
Ilarly would be well acquitted, he, as a Member of Parliament, 
would obidc by his own conch <Gon, and fhould tlunk himftlf de* 
graded in his legiflarive clnriftcr, if lie furrendered his judgement* 
in forming that conclufion, to the juiics who had fotmCd an oppo- 
htc one. 

Hiving faid this, he was anxious to have it underdood, that he 
cntcitaiiKd for the icquittid perfons all tnc dtlicic) that w is due 
to than, and fh it he confidercd them as being innocent • Could he 

fay moic * He was anxious cquillv to hive it underdood in general, 
tint no human creature could be more an cnthufiaft for the right of 
juries, or (the palladium of our liberties) the Habeas Corpus aft. 
He fhould be, of all men, the mod ungrateful, and of the eoldeft 
Ik nr, if he had not caugur, in fome degree, th it enthnfiafm from 
Jus noble relation (Earl Camden), with whom he had been incor- 
porated, if he might ufe that phrifc, for the bed part of his life in 
the mod affeftiomte habits, and the deared friendihip ,.nor could 
he forget that it was to that noble perfon in the odi r Hoof- of Par- 
himent that we owed the celebrated aft ujon the iubjuft of libels^ 
which reftored and fixed upon a rock the right of juries over the 
whole of the cafe, in crimuul procee lings , nor could he alfo for- 
get, that it was the fame great man (as nc could venturi tp call him) 
who, with his friend, the Earl of Chatham, though he was then 
Attorney Gem i il, wis in a minuity, as ichimpimof this vciy 
Hibcis Corpus aft, which it was piopifai now tofulncnd, in lome 
parts of it. Hiving proved that fuch a pc f d d d e v id, he w f ould 
next afk another qucdion, which, m a nnnntr, anfwcicd 
Had it been fuppofed by the Houfe of Commons, that, upon ac- 
Vot.XL. Oo 



a§a ¥ * PARlfAM^NTARY < A, Wst 

count of thcfe acquittals, the Sufpenfion bill (hould be repealed ? — ■ 
A recent vote had faid the reverfe, in oppofition to a diredf, a very 
laboured, and a very ingenious effort, the other night, for that 
purpofe. 

He admitted, however, that having proved thefe points, he was 
to go fa>ther> and fatisfy the Houfe, if he could, that what exifted 
then, exifted equally at the pnoment in which headdreffed them , in 
other word-*, that fuch a degree of trcafonablc confpiracy docs exift, 
as to warrant a farther fufpenfion of this law. He would not only 
affert this to be the tafl, becaufe it had not been proved, that what 
exifted then had ceafed, but he would meet thcquelhon fairly, take 
the bull by the horns, and from the verdict itlcli, under all the 
circumftanees, infer the neceflity of this bill. That verdiih ac- 
companied as it was by the fadl of an cxifting confpiracy, (which 
had been proved) amounts to this — to the legal impunity and the 
legal innocence of all thofc who had been \et put upon their trial, 
for their part in that confpiracy. The verdift, fo accompanied, had 
left a body and mafsof trtafon upon authenticated proofs, and which 
the rules of laW had not enabled the intcrell of the Public to cor- 
r c&, by a vcrdi£fof conviction agunft an) one confpintor. This 
would, of ltfclf, encourage thole' who had embarked in thcii wicked 
councils — would heighten thq alarm, and would make the peril ac- 
cumulate. 

That was not all. — Could it be torgot, tin* it was no common 
treafon then before them ? If it had been kngUjb treafon, he might, 
perhaps, have been fatisfitd that no fuch interpohtion would be nc 
ccffary to reprefs it , but it was French to the verv bone, and French % 
at a moment, of all others, in which the fatal pievakncc of that 
enemy in arms abroad, as well as in nulchief here, was at the 
height. Ills learned friend (the Attorney General; hiving ftated 
tfic intercourfc of Jacobin Societies here with Jacobin Societies in 
France, he (Mr. Hardinge) had obfuved particular ftrefs laid, by a 
kind of loud whifper, upon the date of thoft papers, winch proved 
the intercoqrfe, a date p>tor to the lommcnctnent of the wir. The 
“tone of tint whifper feemed as if it came horn a pcifon (Mr. Fox) 
bleffed with too found a head, as he (hould have hoped, for fo flimfy 
a difference. Ha9 that intercourfc, and have thofc principles, been 
* pvtr difa vowed, fincc the enemy lnd engiged us ' fince the war had 
matte fuch an intercourfc high treafon ? 

{t was the more neceflary to nmk the continuance of thit mif- 
chievous intercouric, becaufe a veil had been throwm over it, whiefy 
fclad milled thoufands into the real defig n, before they were them- 
fclvts apprised of |c. This y^H had been removed, and, as lie w&? 
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confident, removed for ever, in argument at leaft, by his learned 
friend (Serjeant Adair) on a former night, who had not fhewn the 
leaft mercy to it , but with an ability that was never to be fcjigotten, 
in that place, or by the Public at large, had given rf death's blow to 
its pretence. Could the Jloufe forget, that it was part of the high 
trtafon imputed, and proved upon evidence that could not lie— upon 
authentic papers, to ereft the enfigns of rebellion, if the enemy 
fhould invade us ? (for lie Would not fo difgracc himfclf or the Houfe 
as to argue that rebellion alone was the object of that meeting, which 
this event fhould be the fignal to convene. Would it be forgot* 
that we arc now at war againft the enemy of ouifelvcs, and of thfc 
human race, whofc inordinate powder wc have not been able to repel ; 
who arc at our gates, and with whom it is the object of confpiraiorS 
and of hathn (for fo he would call them) to unite ? Upon thefe 
grounds, he fhould vote in fupport of his learned friend s piopo* 
fition. 

Mr. FRSKINE did not intend to have rifen, but from what 
fell from the laft fpcaktr. With regard to the verdifts of the juries 
on the late trials, he had leluved that not only that Houfe, but 
cv.ry man in the country who had read them, had bien fully con- 
vinced that no umfpiracy hid c\cr evifted , jet the learned gentle- 
man, from ihe v' rv fame materials, was fo far from l eing con- 
vinced, that he n&ually declared Ihcic wa* luch a mafs of treafon, 
and fo clear a proof oftonipiraev, thatthv lufponfi'n of die Habeas 
Corpus aft w is more nu ihr\ now than even it w^s laft year. 
Tl c learned nth nnn, it ihe fore time tint ht hid found o it th.s 
mil of rreafon, e mid not, nor did not intend that it was polltbh, 
to find out the (niton. Whai could lu m< m by this ? If in the 
pipers of the duft lent Socidu «. in which a’l this mafs of treafon was 
contained, the author ot tliem were unknown or ondifeoven d* 
there might be foirn thing in h's argument , but wlut was the real 
ftatc of the cife r Completely the reverh . 1 hi/c papers were all 

hgned ; the authors weie known, and dmoft ail of them had op* 
pearolfu more thin iwo ujis in the mwlpij/rs daily. Thole 
perforts being koiwn, and the members ot all tlule Societies and 
Conventions kntvn who had committed ihis mats of tretfon, luvw 
came it tint they had been allowed to go on fo long before the ftd- 
pcnlion of the II ibeas Corpus laft jur ? Or why did not the At- 
torney General proceed lgvunft them flill ? Having "one through 
fome other points of the l«ained gentlemans fjeech, he eftprcfled 
the‘highcft friendfhip and regard for the learned Serjeant, who, on 
a former occafion, had ipokni on this fubj* ft To as to obtain much 
applaufc in that Houle. lie owned it to be an applaufc drat gave 

O o % 
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him much chigrin ; not chagrin from any applaufe that could be 
paid to his learned mend, but K caufc it w as beflowed when he had 
Uttered declines, in his opinion, inoonfiftent with the learned Ser- 
jeant’s charartef as a found, conftitutional lawyer, and an able 
Statefman. He had endeavoured to carry the minds of gentlemen 
along with him, by giving as proof* and evidence partial extracts 
that favoured his arguments, without t iving the context, or in fail 
the whole, as ought to have been dc ne, before any judgement or juft 
opinion could be madr upon the Cale in queftion. That this had 
been praflifed by the lesrr.cd Serjeant, could not be ihude more evi- 
dent, tlian by reminding the Hot/,, that in hisfpeech lie had com- 
prifed and (fated what he called the whole evidence, though that 
evidence had taken the grand jui) four days before the) could find 4 
bd upon it, the petty jury feven dajs in tr>ing that bill, and the 
At'ornev General nine hours in owning his cafe. As to a rcfoim 
of Pu’umcnt being a mere veil, which the learned Serjeant Lad 
torn to pi ccs, be denit d that he h id hen able to do fo here , and 
ccr’ahily he, vnth ill the evidence that had come out for the piolc- 
Cu*ion, had not been able to do it to the fatisfaftion of an hnglifh 
ju«y, who h d tie whole raft, lefore tl em. Here Mr. Lrfkiuc 
Wtnt into the nature ot (he evidence for the profeeution, fpies, in- 
foimcrs, and all ftrtsof vvitncfhs, flating, that even with then 
aid, no fuen crimes or intentions wtre brought home to the pcrions 
tried, and tl at evidence for tile Ciown was fo complctelv aguntt the 
profeeution, thit it li d 1 < *n voudtied at by many that 1 e had 
ever hen cdltd ujx nfor an) dchiur on behalf of the pizloncrs He 
cautioned the II< uic agunft fhcwrng too much jcilouiy cr appre- 
henflons about the people inttifning with Parlumcntai) Reform. 
The beft w iy w as for that Iloufc, by its conduct, to fhew the 
People, that thrir ntercll was the thing moft at the hearts of tl cir 
Keprefentames, and not l\ fueh (hides and encroachments as hid 
lately h'n made on th ir right* ai J freedom, to mike them jealous 
of the c< rnij noi that w s li.pjoftd to prc\< il m that lIoufc\ He 
lhould follow the advue of . noble I rd, when he brought in a 
bill for lic<r/ng dramatic pcitormanees It w?s hid, “What! 
,give leave to fee cursives riHku’td on the ftagv, 1 ’ To which the 
jioble Lord who fupforted tlie bill npliid, “Let us link to our 
own conduct, if that is what it lhould 1c, we hive nothing to 
fear ; the caufc for ridicule being gone, the ridicule cannot affect 
us/* In this way, let that Houle Ihew that no corruption culls, 
qitft the people will fee no caufc for reform ; but, as things were, 
hc'hoj ed *nd trufted the people we* Jd not abandon what they faw 
to much nucflity for, while they cdtild, by th£ fxccdom of tlie prefs. 
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and every other light, make their fentimenfc and gtfevanedi kt^wvt 
and icdreffed, and he hoped that they would not be refilled till tlw 
time came when Parliament left them no other choice but to com* 
mand reform. It had been attempted to caft imputations. of bhpft? 
upon the verdiSs of the juries , but he confcffed hofhouid have 
given preciftly the fame verdict, if he had flood in their fitualion $ 
and as a right honourable friend of his (Mr. Fox) had remarked* if 
he were inclined at all to differ from them, it would have been hi 
gwing m the verdut immediately on the clofe of the Crown evi* 
otnee He fiimlv hcHevcd that they would have told him> at the 
conch lion of that c\ idence, that they were perfectly fatisfied that no 
cafe could be made out ognnft the prifoners, and tint he need not 
trouble liimlcli to enter upon the defence , but they had afted with 
prudence, in wifhing to h^ar the whole, and in giving his learned 
friend, the Attornn G ncnl, an opportunity of faying every thing 
that could he fud on tint fide of the qutftjon. 

^oinc w oid had icfulted ft on the difeuflionof tlusqueftion; for 
pntLmtn lnd to night cvphuad what dry had on former occalionfr 
v «n ui fn tl c uifinrigin nt ol the trial by jury. Ihc argument 
which had L< made uk of with nfpeft to the prevention of guilt, 
apjUtf I to h »r> replete with abftinlit). Was it confident with any 
print 1 1 if, dtnc or of the Conftitution th it men fhould bcappre- 
iiMi he eid u nMit ; on 1 charge cf Ili r 'h Tu ifon, when the utmoft 
of luii oftviiu ir Minted on’) to \ nuldc meanor ? Did gentlemen 
u< m to fi\ that ti is condu t proiecdt J from any tendernrfs which 
th ) hid f >r th( pci ion? \ 1 m tl <) profi nted ? Did thv,y imagine 
th »t ten 1 liik<s w s nru ikuul bv onfmm; \ erfons feveral months 
kitbv iomc Ktnoti. chmu it a diflant pc no<J their lives might be en- 
dmg^ruD Ik willicd \ ci \ much tj beiifoimed, for he had yet 
he ud nothing in the lubjtU, whtdicr any new motives were to be 
ofilnd to rhe HuuL loi tins iirfn luipei hon of th< pJlctttum of En- 
gliih libntv -* Or did they mean to fay the oil motives would, be a 
futficient juftihcv»on of th*, m< ifurc. If not, he wished them to 
till the j topic of I ngland, how long tl ty arc to be imilicd, how 
1 >ng the n in to be libelled ind eilan nnted. He «(hcd them whe- 
el er they had the It lit mten ion wlntcv u to pro eeiite an) of the 180 
dele gites to the Futifh Convention, and it they did fo, why did 
the) notftite th it to be a ground for the f irther f afpenlton r Heen* 
qiurtd, if there did <\*A l u ch dangers as they lnd affected, why 
thty had fuflerod them to proceed upwards of two >ears without no^ 
tue, md why they had notfufpended the I label. Corpus adl before? 
He the Houfe to attend to the turn* when they movel for 

the foil fufpuifion. It was at the prcule pen a! when die) had been 
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informed that a friend of his, a Member of the Society of the Friends 
of the People, intended to mike a morion in that Houfe, on an ap- 
plication from thofe focleties. Will it be contended that this mafs 
oftreafon eMfted, or that the traitors were not known, when both 
the papers were written by perfons known, and the Crown had ap- 
prehended twelve perfons, becaufe they were fuppofed to he bringing 
the projc<£t to confummation ? They Ihould conlider carefully whe- 
ther, while they were paflirtg this adf, and accufing the people of 
confpiring againft Government, the people might not retort upon 
them a confpiracy againft the liberty of the country. — Let (hew 
that the Adminiftration of juftite could not be carried on, and that 
the Conftltution of the country was in danger, and he fhould hive 
no objection to give his vote for the fuf}tnfion. It was a ciuum- 
ftancc which had confidcrable weight on his mind, that ft fhonl ihc 
thought ncccllary by Adminiftration to tr id .ce and revile the people 
of England. It had been faid, as it hul formcilv hem i ud in the 
American war, that this was but a paitial fufptnfic n of the 1 hhcis 
Corpus. He fhould reply in the vu rds of an eminent oi tfoi, whofc 
lofs muft be deeply felt in that II( ufr, that “ It w is in im.eh the 
worfc, for the people would ta]o al irm at onto if the fufptniu r wue 
general ; but when thus nibbled awa\ Iv ft rips thev wile not rrt 
their guard, and patkntlv fufftied the juateil immds upon rluir 
liberties.” The greateft misfi ituncs wne to h< aj puhended to the 
country from fuch an Adminiftration, who hid no pi me of c on* 

duel but their own aggrandizement , ah 1 with fuch a Houle, which 
was fo notorioufl) under the it guidmci it a tune and mulei mrum- 
ftances when it was difficult for liberty to be picfuvul, and t qu illy 
difficult for that wilt Adminiftration to pruetvc their plaas. He 
feared much, becaufe he had himfclf ft n the conk m nc*s of fuHi 
conduit, becaufe lie had feen, in a nation on the Contiumt the lame 
tyrannical mcafurcs, producing, indeed, for the rime, peace and 
tranquillity. But fuch a peace, which, hi e a calm before a ftorm, 
only lafted till the people s indigniticn was routed, fou mg from them 
that joyevfe intri , which had been fo A citinacioufh denied them. 
He warned Mimfter-. ro take care, h ft the fimc fpirit of indignation 
ihould be loufed in die people of Enghrd, who, initited by the 
cofttduit of Adminiftiation, might not on) v hurl th'in from their 
places, but invohe ill in ruin. Hi fnd it not Kings in general 
who produced mifehief, but unfoi ornately king, lud friends, rot 
that he meant to fay the junto who were called the King's h tends 
Wore really fo, for the people were hi* beft friends. He concluded 
with adviting Miniftcrs to give the beneht of the whole Confhtutiort 
to the people, not to rule by terror, nor to deprive die fubjefts of 
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their rights , for l y doing fo they *vould gain no good* apd would 
euiituallv do the greateft mifehitf to themfelves, 

Mr Swijeant ADAIR faid, after the abilities evinced by his 
lenn 1 friends, it would not be neceflary for him to trcfpafs long 
on thr* p tionce of the Houfe. After the written evidence that had 
bu a Id need, it was, in his opinion, impoflible that any indivk 
dull t mid doubt of fnc t\iftencc of a tre afonable confpiracy. The 
le 1 net* ^ lrluivm who had juft fat down had complained that the 
tvi j nci hil bun ftleflxd by feraps. What were the proofs of 
hi k irne 1 friend s pohtion ? He had refted on the declamtion held 
01 1 by the f ucties, namely, that they intended to effeft a reform 
in th rq rckntition by legd and conftitutional means* Becaufe 
thev enuk to make this declaration, is that a reafon why this 
Ho ife t‘i)iild (hut then eves to (he true meaning of tliofc defigns* 
con e ltd undei tl is fpcuous veil «* Were their proceedings on the 
2 ^t 1 of Januarv hgd and conttitutionil means ' W is their deter* 
imnition no more to pcti ion Pirlnmcnt, but to feck rtdrefs from 
their own luvs, legd and eonltitutionil means ? Wis tne'ir ,iddrefjs 
to the J icobins rnd the Convention legal and conftitutional means ? 
But Ins kirnul friend recoded from his Uvvn aigument , he had 
fuppicllid th t vubal tciun on\ which might have been obtained; 
wl r tint \ rbd irlnnuiv wis, he fhould fubmit to the Houfe, 
1 he k urnd trie inn h id htmfelt < rofs-ex irrincd all the witntfles. 
In tw 1 oi the trnls his kilned iiiend did not care to call thofc 
witnelks v 1 o bed knew the trmf ichor, md vet his learned friend 
hidpu'k 1 his crols c\iminitien t it die r thin had ever been known 
up in former oceihois Hu lei r it I t r iend had grounded his ar~ 
gumtnts a r unit the v ntten cwikiut upon the oral teftimony which 
it was coii f endei w is thv, tru^ eritu en of julging the intentions of 
the \ u tu s Wis nor the que hon put by his k iriu.d fiiend to all 
the witnelles he hid thought j ro; r to cill — 4< Wis it \( jr inten- 
tion ro overturn the Couihtun >n of the kingdom ’ W hat anfwcr 
coul 1 be ^ivtn to lueli a qiclhoi ? \\ i ) did not his learned friend 
In n wnu. — ^rc you 4 t*aitv>i p It w is impoflible, ns the qucftioti 
w is pu% tint my othei infwer could be giVvii, thinfuchashi$ 
kirn d friend hi J cqceteJ , but why wis not Hirny tximined? 
Ills l< irned fiiend hid thre itene J tlm, but his pnukncc hid faper- 
fe k I the lmpulk of the moment, t nl although Hirdy could hive 
givtn much nfoimition, yet his kuned trend, knowing the fim- 
pliuty of Hirdy > niture, did not chuk to call him, btcaafe Hardy 
knew top miuh. 'Ihe kirncd Suj int replied to Mi. Krikmu's 
arguments rttp dmg the weight due to the veidid of 1 jury, but 
qpnt.ided that that verdict could have no coiuioul over the Houfe 
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ifclfee htercife of their fegiflatife functions. He faid, that his 
-learned friend, at the trial of Ilardv, in a fpeech of fix hours, had 
dhofen to occupy five hours and an half in extracts from Sidney and 
Iwcke, and only took up half an hour in replying to that which 
Mad Occupied four days in dating, and had employed his learned 
friend, on the part of the Crown, nine hours in opening. 

The lcarncd*Serjeant next commented upon the evid* nee given 
by Btoomhead, whofe evidence had torn afidr the vu! , and fr»tn 
the traniadions between him and York, in affcmbliog kvcral thou- 
iiftd peoplb, for the purpofe of influencing their minds, and affum- 
ing the legiflative fundtions of the country — from theft circum- 

fiances, the learned Serjeant contended, the rtal intention ■> of thtle 
p&rfons were fufficitntly pcrfpicuous. But it is the duty ot 4 his 
Houfe, it is both generous and patriotic to the public, to prevent 
thofe who are corifpiring, from bringing their evil intentions to fueh 
mifehievous maturity as may render oui efforts to cru(h it ineffec- 
tual. There are many calcs which might occur, to pievcnt which 
require timely legiflative interpret ion, that, mverthclcfs, are not 
hightreafon: Confpiring to lc\y war, for inftance, is not high 
tferfoft by the ftatutc of Efward II f. Wh \t then, are we to 
wait till war be a&ually levied, before w*e aic fuffered to adopt 
preventive interpofition ? The time to interpofe is, when we hive 
juft grounds to fufped, and prevent the communication <f tint 
contagibn which may endanger, md perhaps deftroj, the lives of 
cithers. In reply to what had beta fiid by a light honourable gen- 
tleman on a former debate, relative to the infignihcancc of the num- 
bers— thofe numbers had only been infignifiemt fiorn the timely in- 
Jtfhpofitibn of Government. With rtlpcd to the pufons who had 
beerr acquitted, he hoped thofe verdicts would have ont gvx>d effect , 
that they would deter thofe who had been tnated with fo much le- 
nity by the laws, and make them cautious how thtv again brought 
thdr lives in dang' r, by the purfuit of fimibr pra*fhc<s. TL- fime 
right honourable gentleman had alfo faid, that lie flumM not h ive 
hefitated m pronouncing the perfons tried Not Guilty ; becaufe, in 
the opinion of the right honourable gentleman, the proftcufi rs had 
maJirtlbt no cafe. — Was that the fad Did the Jury think this 
fad ? — They did not, for they hefitated m one of tfie tri ds 
ynota before they delivered their verditf. The Jury, thtKfore, 
Jwd no doubt of the exitlcncc of the confpiracy , and he hopcu thole 
\fhO had received the benefit of their acquittal, woild imitate tlie 
cbrtdkKft of the Friends of the People, and not perfift in gropieg hke 
xfiotes in die dark, left they (Mould meet wi|h other Juries not quite 
(MtnStnt as thofe by whom they lud been acquitted. Thcle ver-* 
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difls, the learned Seijeant contended, would clear them up to Art 
time from all charges of treafon ; but if they perfifted in thefe fedi* 
tious praftices, they would not be exempted from other charges of 
the fame or a different nature, with an added load of refponfibiltff 
from the lenity they had before experienced. In reply to the argu- 
ments ufed by his learned friend (Mr. Erfkine), great attention* he 
faid, ought and had been paid to the wifhes of the people of Eng- 
land, when the fenfe Of the people was duly and properly collected. 
There was alieady fufficient union between that Houfe and the pco* 
pie ; and he conceived, inftead of arguments merely to catch popu- 
larity, it would be more confident with the dignity of that Houfe, 
if fuch arguments wcic not ufed at all. The learned Serjeant con* 
eluded with obferving, that he mod heartily concurred in the con# 
timution of that power in the hands of Government, which had nor 
hitheito been abufed , he was bound to this fiom duty to the pub- 
lic, regard to the laws, and to that liberty confident with law and 
order which this country hid ever enjoyed, and which, lie trufted. 
Would conditute a bulwark of drengrh in the country, fufficient to 
defy foreign and domcdic enemies. 

Mr. FOX faid, he had come down to the Houfe full of curio- 
fity, to hear whit cafe would be made out to juftify the renewal of 
the bill , for although he hid heard much declamation on the fub- 
je£t, in the preceding debates, he had found fo little argument, that 
he conceived it mud hive bc^n all referved for the prtfent cccafion. 
Ii) one refpeft his curiofity had been gratified. Some of the argu- 
ments were not only iv w, hu^ the mod extravagant perhaps ever 
uttered in a I loud, of Pailiinunt* The Attorney General had faid, 
thit the objeft of the bill v is, not to give a power of taking into 
cuftody, and profeeuting perfons who might be guilty of treafon, but 
to give a powei of arrefting and confining perfons in inchoate guilt $ 
and preventing them from completing the crimes they would other- 
wife commit. This was a principle as inconfident with PJnglifh 
law, as it bore a near rclcmblancc to what had been the former, 
and was too much the prefent practice of a neighbouring country, 
which for fcveral years had been pa> ing the penalties, and expiating 
the crimes of an abfulute monarchy. This argument was not even 
fupported by the bill of lad year , for that wt nt diredlly to the taking 
up and profeeuting of pci Tons fuppofed to have committed afts of 
treafon. To adopt fuch a fydem of prevention was to defert all the 
principles and policy of our ancedors, in favour of the infernal po- 
licy upon which the Badiles and dungeons of tyranny had been 
peopled. It was to fay, u We will take up men cut of mercy ancl 
kindnefs, bccaufc we think them likely to commit criirtcs; but this 
Vol. XL. Pp 
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very mercy (hall immure them in prifons, and cut them off from 
fcciety during our will and pleafurc.” Members of Parliament 
were excepted ; but might not any other man be deprived of his 
liberty by the will or miftake ot Miniftcrs, as much as in any coun- 
try where there exifted a power of arbitrary imorifonment ? It was 
laid, that no man would be taken into cuftody on fufpicion of a 
crime of which he had been previouily acquitted ; but Minifter* 
upon their own arguments mull conluhr lIic j.< u ns lately acquitted 
of treafon as more likely than any o«ln r to commit ads of treafon ; 
and what fccurity was thuc jgainft iuinc, that which had been de- 
claimed upon as the dim \x ot Fruvh irij dice, viz,, men who had 
been acquitted, and impnt mul as fufjeded ? The wli went upon 
the new* French piinciplcs, vliieh chiradcri/cd every ncv aft of 
Mini tiers, while they wen holding tlvm up as the grand objedt of 
alarm.— VV r hat but caprice could prtuni them fn m taking thefc 
men again into cuftody ? They wouM n >t take up Hardy — Why ? 
Bccaufc when men abandoned the plun road of the Conftitution, 
they w'ere involved in clirinl conti adit lions. It was admitted that 
a confpirae\ to levy vvir was iv»t ticifon, and then it was alked, 
44 Shall wc not pi event the miichi *f bv t iking the parties into cuf- 
todv In fore war is actually liviul 1 r \ he hw faid diftindly, you 
(lull net take them iiro euliodv as gi.dtv of treafon , this was all 
thp anfwer nceeffarv tohcgwn, md to fiy otherwife was to ca- 
lumniate the tlatutesot hdw *id III md Charles II. He wis *hc 
lefs furprifed to hear the law r cahmnia cd, when he heard the lame 
perfons wlio did to, calumniate rho<e who were charged with the 
adminiitratiem of the law. Ti^y talked of juiies nfpeftfully in 
Wprds, but what was their m.int ? <4 We will not ti\ any of 
the perfons implicated in the char t , againft the peri< ns lardy ac- 
quitted ; hut if any (lull be guilty of limilar offences, them wc will 
profecutt and take our chance of the verdict of another jury.” Tlius 
they would reduce tii.il by juiy to fomethmg of equal value with a 
trial by chance. Thofe who m colourable words fa talked of the 
effects of the infhtution, he could not hut fuipcft of difliking the 
inftitution irfdf. His learned frit ml 'I\Ir. b-rjouit Adiir), had 
faid, that the crofs examination ( f vs ctrif l*c a on the trial lnd been 
permitted, to a latitude beyond all purulent. By whofc fault ? The 
fault of the Court undoubtedly, and it tlv Court was to Llamc, let 
the Court becenfured, or rather Lt his learned friend own fiirly 
the principles of 'hofc with whom he now afted, and fay, “ When 
die Court and the law are in our favour, they are entitled to all 
pnflible dcfcrenc but when they happe n to be againlt us, wc ow’e 
tljbm m> reipeft.” The enure fpeecks and evidence of the learned 
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gentlemen on the trials, had not convinced the juries, and parts of 
the one, with (traps of the other, would not convince him ! . He 
would venture to aflume, that they who heard part of the argument 1 
and evidence, and that only upon one fide, could not form fo good 
a judgement of the cafe, as the juries who heard the whole. Alt 
the means of profee uti on and of evidence were in their hands ; all 
the perfons whom they thought fit to profecutc had been acquitted ; 
they acknowledged the acquittals to be fo decifive, that they did not 
think it advifeable to profecutc any more ; it was not therefore very' 
fanciful to fay that every man and woman in England had been ac- 
quitted of the al lodged confpiracy ; and, notwithftanding all he hadf 
heard, KTs ideas were too grofs and concrete to conceive a confpiracy 
without confpirators. Tlie arguments of thofc who oppofed the biff 
were faid to be few. They had on their fide the Law and the 
Conftitution, and were only called upon to refute the ftrangc argu* 
ments brought again ft them. If original arguments were ever fo 
abundant, he would difdnin to ufc any, for he was not fo prefump- 
tuous as to let up any theory of his own in preference to the law of 
Edward III, and of Charles II. To fuppofe that any number of 
the people of this country was difaffcdled to the Conftitution was a£ 
calumny. The Houfe was called upon in 1795 to fufpend the* 
Habeas Corpus Adi, for correspondence with France, which had 
taken place in 1792, two years before the firft fufpcnlion was pro- 
pofed. Minifters themfelvcs owned that even in the fufpedled fo- 
cieties the great r part were deluded by the few, who, under the 
ma(k of Parliamentary Reform, wifhed to lead them to fubvert the 
Government. What did this prove ? but that the people were fo well 
affcdled to the Conftitution, that no man durft fpcak openly againft it* 
Had there been a period fincc the ncccflion of the Houfe of Brunf- 
wick, when there were fewer perfons in this country difaffcdled to 
His Majefty $ perfon ? Was any fuch period likely to occur ? At 
what time, then could they hope for the reftoration of the Habeas 
Corpus Adi r Better would it be, to fay at once, that they had 
taken their laft leave of it ; and that the ftatc of Europe was incom- 
patible with a limited Monarchy in Great Britain. Were we to 
wait till the London Correfponding Society diflolved themfelvcs ?— ■ * 
Miniflcrs would fay, that the diffolution was only a pretence. Were 
we to expedt the? death of all the members r — Few as they were, 
they would have fucccffors ; for, till all Governments were pcrfedl, 
and all men wife and virtuous, there would be difeontented perfons 
in every country. Under arbitrary Governments the difeontented 
were more numerous, though lefs adlive, anti confequentiy appa- 
rent ; but, when the awful criils came, then it was found, that 
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tttrfes had been uttered, not loud but deep. In 1768, 1769, and 
X780, there had been popular tumults, which the authority of the 
Civil Magiftate could not fupprefs ; but, fince the epoch of the 
French Revolution, the fource of all our alarms, had there been & 
Angle inftance of refinance to civil authority, except, indeed; when 
the zeal of loyalty was exerted to burn the houfes of diffenters ? 
Mr. Fox afked, how any man of fenfe or humanity could talk of 
the perfons lately acquitted, liaving experienced the mercy of their 
country ? Was it mercy to be torn from their families, to be im- 
prifoned for fix months, and then turned out into the world again, 
their means of fubfiftencc perhaps cut off? they had experienced the 
juftice of this country in their acquittal \ but to talk of mete/ was an 
infult. He paid a handfome compliment to the character, abilities, 
and public ferviccs of the Earl of Mansfield, with refpedt to whom, 
he underftood an appeal had been made to him- He concluded 
with obferving, that the trial bv Jury, and the Reprcfentation of 
the People in the Houfe of Commons, were the corncr-ftones of 
the Conftitution. The latter, he had long been of opinion, fiood 
in need of fome reform ; for although it was true that the Houfe was 
capable of receiving an impreffion from the people, it had been moft 
calamitoufly proved in the American war, that it did not receive 
that impreffion foon enough ; and there were cafes, fuch as the pre- 
fent war, ftill more calamitous, in which time was every thing, 
and delay might involve Houfe, Lords, King and People in one 
common ruin. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that fuppofing the danger to exift, 
the only queftions were, Whether the remedy propofed was appli- 
cable to the danger, and whether the application of it was likely to 
produce evil cunfequences r It was neither a deviation from the po- 
licy of our anceftors, nor a defertion of the principles of the Con- 
ftitution ; but a conftitutional remedy often applied in cafes of ade- 
quate danger, and fortunately always with the belt effects. Was 
iiich a confpiracy as had been fo often and fo ably deferibed, a cafe 
to which it was lcfs applicable than any of thofe to which it had 
been applied in former times ? Did a c; fe, in which opinions of the 
moft poifonous nature were circulated, with every degree of art, 
through ivery channel, when the moft extraordinary exertions were 
made to put in motion a machine, the dreadful eftedts of which 
had been but too fatally experienced in another country, lefs de- 
mand vigorous and effcdlive means of prevention than others, 
sphere, although the danger was great, it was not fo adlive r Pre- 
venting tl\e commiflion of crimes, which, if not prevented, it 
tjpight be too late to punifli, was the diftin&ive character of the 
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MIL This, H was faid, was like the old policy of France, of 
like the new fyftem of Roberfpicrre ; but ltt it he remembered, 
that by this prevention the Houfe of Orange, in the firft inftancc, 
and the Houfe of Brunfwick, in the fecond, had been maintained 
upon the throne. In France, perfons acquitted of imputed crimes, 
were imprifoned as fufpefted ; here, and under the fufpenfion of the 
Habeas Corpus Ad, they were enlarged. The circumOances of 
the time demanded that a difcrctionary power ftiould be given to 
Miniftcrs, and there was no reafon to fear that it would be abufed, 
any more than it had been upon former occafions. No mah would 
carry the plea of autre fais acquit , fo far as to fay, that it fhould 
op e ra te a s an indemnity for all future offences ; and therefore if any 
of the perfons lately acquitted, fliould be found purfuing fuch mca- 
fures as thofc for which they had been tried, they would be as liable 
to be taken into cuftody as any other. A power muft be given by 
the bill to commit on fomething lefs than legal proof of treafon, or 
the bill itfelf muft be nugatory. Confpiring to levy war was, by 
feveral temporary ads of the Legiflature, a fubftantive treafon ; and 
in particular cafes, fuch as if the coiifpiracy took effed, muft en- 
danger the life of the Sovereign, by the fircam of authorities for 
more than a century, it was an overt-ad of treafon. The bill was, 
therefore, a mcafure of found precaution, both for the individuals 
who might engage in fuch deligns, but above all for the public. 
Even where perfons were committed on legal proof of treafon, it 
might take much time to explore all the connections and ramifica- 
tions of the guilt, and confcqucntly much time before the offender 
could be brought to trial, confident with a due regard to the public 
fafety. The al lodged difrefped! for the verdid of a jury proceeded 
on a mifeonftrudion of* words. It was no difrefped to fay, that dif- 
ferent juries might draw different conelulions from the fame fads, 
or that a jury might have been milled by an advocate's eloquent and 
powerful liatement of the law of treafon. 

He came next to examine whether a confpiracy of fuch magni- 
tude as to call for the remedy propofed, had been proved. Hero 
he took notice of the hiftory, views, and intentions of the Societies. 
To this, he faid, no anfwcr had been given ; but he heard with 
grief a right honourable gentleman, (Mr. Fox) who claimed being 
the champion of the constitution, fav, that from all this he felt no 
alarm. He had heard with the lefs furprife, beeaufe he hadob- 
ferved, from feflion to feflion, and from day to day, gentlemen on 
the other fide of the Houfe, with more or lefs caution, decrying^ the 
danger to be apprehended from French principles. He recurred 
again to the machinations of the difaffcdled, which, he laid, the 



ij£‘. PARLIAMENTARY A. 1795- 

fpceches of gentlemen on the other fide of the Houfe rendered {till 
more dangerous, and {till more ncceflary to be guarded againft, by 
the foqnd part of the Iloufc, and of the country. All the fafts 
charged in the Report of the Secret Committee had been admitted 
by the advocate for the accufcd, to have been proved upon their 
trials. The verdicts of the juries were not conclufive— 

Mr. MAURICE ROBINSON called him to order, infilling that 
juries fhould in that Houfe be treated with more refpeft ; but being 
called to order himfelf, for improper interruption, was under the 
neccflity of fitting down. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt refumed, and obferved, that although the 
honourable gentleman himfelf had forgot, yet the Houfe ostia TU/ f 
that this was not the firft time he had fo intempernfely offended. — 
That honourable gentleman was as little acquainted with the duties 
of juries as he was with the order of parliamentary proceedings, if 
he denied that juries might have acquitted the prifnners, without 
deciding either that they were not confpirators, or that no confpi- 
racy cxifted. The queftion was more likely to turn upon the pre- 
eife application of the letter of the law to the crime that was charged 
upon them. To refufc to continue the fufpcnfion of the Habeas 
Corpus aft, would be to declare that rill the afts proved upon the 
trials were innocent. It was really furprifing to hear a right ho- 
nourable gentleman (Mr. Fox) declare, that the Societies w r ere the 
lefs dangerous for not being men of property, after the example in 
France, when thofe of no property took the afeendant over thofc that 
had, and reduced them to a ifatc more deplorable than w as for- 
merly the condition of the meanclt. r l he fmallncfs of the number 
of thofe Societies, w hich fmallncfs, however, he believed to be only 
comparative, was undoubtedly a feenrity to the majority, if they 
took the neccffarv precautions. But if they now by fupinenefs cx- 
pofed thcmfelvcs, they would alfo expofe the bulk of the people to 
be worked upon by thefe engines of inceffant aftivity, w>hich em- 
ployed all the arts even of war in every ipccies of deception. The 
Latin quotation made by Mr. Lambton, in the beginning of the 
debate, might be reduced to two queflions, “ $>1 dims auxili is ? lit 
qUrmdo ?” Their auxiliaries were the clmmpion w r riters of the Rights 
of Man, the Jacobins, and the French Convention. Their time 
was that which was to be the fignal for the aflembliug their Secret 
Committee, when the French fleet was at fea, and when they had 
hoptf&of an invafion. lie then concluded w r ith an eloquent deferip- 
tion of the relative duties of the Parliament and the People. The 
Parliament, whilft lie explained to them the extent of their danger; 
w^ldihew their fortitude and lirmnefs in refi fiance, and the People 
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would fupport them with confidence an<i loyalty. Thus, by their 
united efforts, they would both be happily refeued from all the 
dangers that a flailed them. 

Mr. MAURICE ROBINSON fud, that notwithftanding the 
high tone in which he had been rebuked, he muft ftill maintain, 
that a confpincj, upon which the legal inqutft of the country had 
palTcrf, and found not proved, ought not to be fud to be proved. 

Mr. I OX lj)okt in explanation to two or three points* The 
right honourable gentleman had tilkul of lus decrying the danger 
fit m French tri 1 ljlcs, as it meaning to convey that he approved 
of ihoft principles No , to fir was tins Itom bung true, that he 
conhdtrt d w h t the pto[ It ot 1 1 glind h id h id an < ppoit unity of lec- 
» r u 1 s effects ot thole principles, as the heft fccurity 

tlut the \ would no idopt them 

Mr. WINbiI\M enured into a juftification of the terms in 
which lie had fpoktn of the pufonus who had been tried, and com- 
p] until tint they wtre Hill ulcd .is w tch woitls igainft him. 

Mi CjRL\ fud, tint he Ihould not, at tint hte Ivur, attempt 
to entu in f o the vu ous tepus whuh hid 1 ten to much dwelt upon 
b j the honouiablc gcntlcn cn on the other firU 01 the Home, in lup- 
jHirtot the qi tftion which w is tbt ii ’^jrc t ot dcbite, tilt more tfpe- 
u 1 ’> notlni g h*d been adv me d In an) ot tnem that earned 

fid < lent wtigl t v nil it to c ill for i fer ous rcpl). The light ho- 
no nl'c gt utkimn oppofih. bun (Mi 'httj h d, indeed, entered 
\tr ; ii gcU 1 Lo tl t Fbjtft, but it d lived no elucidation from any 
it in 5 tiut^e 1 id fn 1, v Inch w »s no f hmg iru re thanwl it Ini been 
adduced D) a i< an t i rjc’pt v \ 1 ar) wlu had taken m cailv part 
in the dt’ ate, and al oie irgunu lies lnd bten k# fully and completely 
anfwcrcd by l rgln honour ibk fi ird ^Mr iox), it happened on 
that as onmoft other tx cations, howt vir, tint dcclimiUon had been 
m ide to ferve the \ 1 ce of aiyumcnt , bet lie ti oded he hid not much 
to apprehend ♦rom the effect whuh Lis tl jqutnwc had produced on 
the Huufc The gentlemen with wl o n he had the honour to a£t, 
had been frequently ponded, in the co irie 1 1 that night, with 
having exulted it the acqmtid oJt the perfon who hid be*n appre- 
hendei md tried undtrtlic fulpcn r on of Jk H1L1 is Coipusa't , and 
a lirnilanty hid been drawn b) an horourible gentleman (Mr. Wind- 
ham) between that exultation and what might be expired at the 
acquittal of a ft Ion by h s accomplices. He cert uni v never ex- 
posed to have heard fuch ari inlinuition from am Memki ot tint 
Houfe, and much ltfs did he hope to had the Vwrdief of an LngVh 
jury treated <0 lig’ rlv anl diln fpeflfuHv. Let us exunino [i .1 
Mr. Giey) how the quiltun if mus. Ceitam ^ufoo* lnd b ■ n ac- 
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of a tmafonable confpiracy, and the grounds of charge againft 
them were the publication of certain papers ; on thefe a jury of their 
countrymen had formed a decifion, by which the perfons accufed 
Were pronounced innocent, and the charge unfounded.-— What were 
we then to think of the cenfure and calumnies which were continued 
to be poured forth againft the cxcrcife of the invaluable trial by jury. 
Which was the greateft blcffing emanating from the Britifti Confu- 
tation, and the moft facrcd birth-right of the people of this country? 
Would it be faid, that it had not been fairly exercifcd, becaufe it 
had brought to light the unfounded alarms with which Minifters en- 
deavoured to affright the nation, for the purpofe of anfwering their 
own views.— -It had been argued, that there were precedents 
warrant a fufpenfion of the habeas Corpus, and that^dSS'iio evil 
confequence had arifen to the liberty of the fubjed on thofe occafions, 
there was no apprehenfion to be entertained that the powers entrufted 
to Minifters by the prefent bill would be attended with more incon- 
venience now tlian on the occafions alluded to. To this he would 
anfwer,' that a fufpenfion of the ad in queftion had never taken 
place on fuch trivial grounds as had charadcrifcd the parting of this 
'bill in the laft feflion of Parliament ; and he defied all the ingenuity 
of thofe who fupported the prefent queftion to adduce from precedent 
any (ingle inftancc in which a renewal of the fufpenfion was fuflered 
to take place, after the acquittal of the perfons apprehended under 
its fandion. To favour the meafure, the watch-word “ Jacobin- 
ifm ” was conftantly brought forward, and the example of France 
held up to the view of the Public, which could have no poffible re- 
lation to the condition of this country, or the temper of its inhabi- 
tants. The former defpotifm of France effe&cd its own overthrow, 
from the intolerable abufes which had crept into it, and which it 
was itfclf unable to corred ; but the Conftitution of this country, 
which he loved and revered beyond any other on earth, and which 
he hoped would continue to the end of time, provided the means of 
reforming its errors, and confequently of perpetuating its blcflings. 
—The French revolution had been termed a rebellion, obtained by 
outrage, and charaderifed by infult : this, however, was not the 
fed ; he would inlift that rebellion had never been accompliflied by 
infult on the part of the people, but provoked by the oppreflion of 
\ rulers ; and in this he was happy to be fupported by the affertion of a 
right honourable gentleman (Mr. Burke) riot then a Member of that 
Hoofe, ' and others who had aded with him in his oppofition to the 
American war. If any difeontent has been raifed in the country, 
itcould not be by Paine's and Barlow's books, without a previous 





caufe ; but the difcontent mud have been excited by the Govern# 
ment. 


“ — ■ For love of grace* 

44 Lay not that flattering unltion to your foul, 

44 That not your crefpaft, but my madnefs, fpeaks ; 
44 It will but fkin and film the ulcerous. place; * 

" While rank corruption, mining all within, 

41 Infedts unfeen.” 


Let us, faid Mr. Grey, review the difcontent of France at the 
time of the revolution. That could not be faid to proceed from 
want of power or imprifonment. There was an abfolute Monarchy 
^^sjabaftile. Let us review the conduit and motives of the Dutch* 
Thcynavbbecn accufcd of fupinenefs. They were not fupihe under 
the oppreffivc tyranny of Philip the Second ; nor would they Itave 
been fupinc now, if they had not wanted caufe for exertion. The 
fed: was, they were weary of their Government, and no longer 
thought it worth defending. It was indifferent to them whether 
they received a foreign power, or were lubjeded by a domeftic one* 
they had nothing worth protecting or fighting for, and found an in- 
tcreft in ridding themfclvcs of a Government which had, in a great* 
meafure, become intolerable, and deprived them of thofe privileges 
which they once poflefled, and which it was their pride to maintain. 
H^rc was an example well worth the contemplation of all the Go- 
vernments of Europe, which fliould teach them how dangerous it 
was to trifle with the molt facred rights of the pcoj !e s fo as to give 
them an hrereft in the overthrow of tljeir opprcfhvc rulers, and pro- 
voke rebellion in the breads of the multitude. I am much furprifed, 
continued Mr. Grey, that watch-words fliould be complained 
when the right honourable gentleman has availed himfelf of thofe 
worn-out watch- words, 4 * trench principles” and 44 Jacobinism,” to 
fupport his defperate and corrupt nieafurcs* I acknowledge, faid he, 
that they may excite the idea of danger when alarm ought to be di- 
minilhed, but I hope the period is not far diflant when the Confti- 
tution will be reftored to that ancient and beautiful form from which 
the right honourable gentleman has feduccd it. He faid, he fliould 
give his negative to the motion, bccaufc he approved of that old 
exploded do&rine, that 44 the Habeas Corpus aft ought never to be 
fufpended except in cafes of adlual or very imminent danger.” One l 
remark appeared yet neceflary upon the plea of refponfibility which 
the right honourable gentleman brought forward when he called upon 
the Houfc to repofe its confidence in the meafurcs of Adminifiration. 
When Miniftcrs claim the confidence of the Houfe upon light and 
trivial occafions, Mr. Grey aflerted they were entitled to no confi- 
Vol.XL* Q<* 
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ilence ; and he afferted this, becaufc there had not appeared to him 
cite clear, demonflrative and fufficicnt argument to juftify the dif- 
pofal of fo much power in the hands of the Executive Government. 

Colonel ROLLE recommended the divifion upon a renewal of 
an act for t!ic fufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus a£t at a former period 
(we believe'in the year 1754) to be read, when the Ayes were 71, 
and the Noes 13. He did this, ho faid, that the people might 
know wliat the opinions of that Houfc formerly were upon a fimilar 
occafion. 

The queftion being now loudly called for from every quarter of 
the Houfe, a diviiion took place. 

* For the motion 230 ; Againft it 53. Majority 1; 7. 

On the numbers being declared, the Attorney Geiv^ff moved, 
that the bill be committed on the morrow, On which a cunverfa- 
tion tfx»k place acrofs the table. 

Mr* ERSKINE, Mr. Fox, and Mr. Sheridan hoped the learned 
gentleman would not per fill in his intention of hurrying fo momen- 
tous a fubjedl through the Houfe, cfpecially as the late hour to which 
they had then fat would render it highly incon\enient to many gen- 
' tlemen to attend to the queftion with the minute conlldcratiou which 
it required. 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL faid, he was anxious to have 
the bitt committed as foon as pofliblc, other wile there would not be 
fufficicnt time to pals it into a law before the day on which the pre- 
fent expired* which would be attended with the great inconvenience 
of being obliged to comment^ the bufinefs tic mw. 

Mr. DUNDAS obferved that he thought there could be no ob- 
jection to deferring the committal till Monday, if the gentleman on 
the other fide of the Houfe (Mr. Grey) whofe motion rdpecHng the 
war Rood for that day, would agree to change Monday to Tuefday. 

Mr. GREY having exprefied his unwillingncfs to defer hit mo- 
tion any longer than Monday, 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL would not confent to let th« 
committal Rand over till Tuefday, and moved, “ That the bill bfc 

* now committed.” Oil which 

Mr. "SHERIDAN moved an adjournment. 

Mr. FOX hoped there was a reciprocal inclination on both fidcs 
to accommodate the matter, and exprefled a wiRi that the farther 
^Confideration of the bill might Rand over to Tuefdav, from which 
fday, he wasfure, there would be abundance of time to pafs it into 

* St law, previous to the expiration of tiie exifting adh 

i'"- Mr. Chancellor PITT, after fome conversion, agreed to Mr. 
r. Fox’s defirc ; but truRed that, as he had conceded thus much, gen- 
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tlcmcn would not be furprifcd if he flioukl move for the third reading 
ot the bill on Tirfday night, after its committal. 

Mr bl IKK I DAN affured the right honourable gentleman he fhould 
not be furpi if^d at any propofition that might come from him , and 
after the unreafonabk motion that had been made to go into a Coirt- 
mithx at thit late hour 0 t the morning, he fliould not wonder if the 
dithonouuble gcntlcmm (M-. Pitt) perfifted in the intention he 
\d th v a ucn notice ot 

1 he Attorney Gtneril and Mr. Shuulin agreed to withdraw 
tl ir rdpedne motions. 


on the M t on made to ml 1 kcond Time the 
Kill lor 1 lphci fufj ending tl < 1 { il ns Carpi s \cL 


Ai t m 0, I c a 

It 11 ul , C. jcnoifc 

AiPun, 1 lu is 

bf. John, Hon Sr. Andicw 

Aubi \ , 1 i m 

Lamb ion, Willuin Hemy 

15 ) 1 ic, lion 1 u nrd 

J c 10 1, Sn \\ 1U1 ini 

Ruth, ML 

Miulind, Hon. 1 homaa 

R\ n ( r n «■? 

)1, (,c p ii N. 

Civ , L 0 cl G. IL 

N nh, Dudley 

Pei h Hemy 

Ch n, ( 15 . 

C >k , 1 V . 

Plum 1, W nh 1 n 

C )k , 1 Uv 1 d 

C nlh in, W d nm 

Pom kit, W . Pern let* 

R iwc r n, Hon. John 

C ) liter John 

Rol 1 \U n, Ma 11 let 

C ci e, [ohn 

Ruflcl, l old William 

C nucii, C huftnn 

Sj ntci, Loid Robcit 

hi lb h, Hoi. Thomas 

Stcwul, Shaw 

h m 11 cN, G \ T . 

Smith, William 

F ithciPonc, Sn Hemy 

Sturt, Charles 

I it/pmick, G uni 

T 11 h ton, Gcnci il 

1 11 tenu, Si H mv 

Thoi M, Sn [ohn 

lok\, Hon hdwud 

*1 homplon, Thom is 

lo\, ki ht Hon. C. J 

'I cm nlhcnd, Lou! John 

1 1 inu , Philip 

\\ h \n, f imts* 

Hue, Jinus 

\\ hn*on, John 

Hirnion, John 

Whitbmd, Sumicl, jun* 

Hu con it, John 

Ilow 1 d, Hemy 

Whitmoie, Thomas 

V/j nne, K. W. 

Jck)l, Jofcpn 

Tlllers. 

ic>, Charles 

Sheridan, R. B« 

Total ^5. 

ALnchy y 

26 th Jamai), 


Mr. BALDWIN t<x)k the 0 it and hib feat for the Borough of 
Malton, in tilt Count\ ot York. 

Mr. Alderman ANDKRSON prefented a petition from the Lord 
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hfayor, Alderman and Livery of the City of London, in Common- 
Hall affembled, of which the following is the fubftancc : 

44 That your Petitioners deplore the evil confequencc9 of war in ge* 
Herat $ but more particularly the calamitous effe&s of the prefent war on 
the trade, manufactures and commerce of the Britifh Empire. 

M Your Petitioners conceive that none of the ends propofed by the 
prefent war, either have been, or are likely to be obtained, although it 
has been carried on at an unprecedented cxpence to this country, and has 
already produced an alarming increale of the national debt, augmented 
by fublidies to allies, who have not fulfilled their folcmn engagements, 
or rendered adequate ft r vice for larg; fums actually received by them. 

“ Your Petitioners, from their prefent view of public itvafures, pre- 
fume humbly, but firmly, to exprefs to this honourable th cr * 

decided conviction, that the principle upon which the war pppRSiffTnow 
to be carried on, neither is nor can be cflcnlial to the profperity, the li- 
berty, or the glory ol the Britifh Empire. 

44 Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray, that this honourable Houfe, 
declaiming all right of interfering in the internal concccs of Fiance, 
will be pleafed to take fuch mcafurcs, as they in their wifdom (hall think 
proper for the purpofe of promoting a fpeedy peace, between Great Britain 
and the power with whom wc arc at war.” 

Ordered to lie on the tabic. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT moved, That the Chaplain do preach 
before this Houfe at St. Margaret’s Church, on Friday, the 30th 
of January. Ordered. 

General SMITH wifhed to know what meafurcs were taken 
with rcfpeCl to officers in India ; this was a queftinn which he had 
put to the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Dundas) lull year, who 
had then promifed that fomething (hould be done ; as he did not 
know whether any meafure had been taken, he was under *he ne- 
ceffity of renewing his queftion ; he hoped thefe officers would not 
be fuffered to languifh from year to year without fome fteps being 
taken to relieve them. 

Mr. Sec retar} 7 DUNDAS faid, he was difpofed to give the quef- 
tion of the honourable General the moft explicit anfwer which he 
was able to give ; and he hoped the honourable General had heard 
rut of doors enough to (hew him, that he (Mr. Dundas) had not .been 
inactive upon this fubjedh Lord Cornwallis had been referred to 
upon this matter \ and he had confidered the whole, and had made 
his reposfc'tipon it, in which there w ere many fuggeftions, which, he 
had no , doubt, would be very ufcful. He had His Majcfty’s com- 
mute lay that Report before the Court of Directors; bcfidcs this, 
he had had private communications with feveral officers.— It was 
& qdSfftion of Very great magnitude, and on which, he feared, there 
ftrould be much difference of opinion : Lord Cornwallis and the 
Couft of Directors had already differed in fome refpe&s ; and the 



officers did not entirely agree with either, , He ougfct not to fey 
much of himfeif ; but he would aflert, that he had not been guilty 
of any delay ; he had been confidering information, which he re- 
ceived no longer ago than laft Saturday - it was an arduous tafk, 
and he would go through his duty in it as well as he was able. Ho 
trufted, that fomething might be done, even in the prefent year, fo 
; that the officers in India might have fome information, on the 
rival there of the next fleet. 

Mr. FRANCIS agreed with the Secretary of State that this was 
a very important question, hut he was forry to -hear that there was 
fo much difference of opinion ; it was unfortunate that fuch fhould 
be xhc esfc after fo much confideration had been given to the fubjedh 
He hoped that the right honourable gentleman would lay the Report 
he alluded to before the Houfc. 

General SMITH then moved, that an humble Addrcfs be pre- 
fented to His Majcfty, praying that he would be gracioufly pieafed 
to give directions, that there be laid before this Houfc the petitions 
of the officers belonging to the Eaft-India Company’s fcrvice. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS laid, he had no objection to this mo- 
tion, but he doubted extremely as to how far that would bringabout 
the object which he believed the honourable gentleman to have in 
view. 

The motion was then put and carried. 

Mr. FRANCIS fuggefted that it might be proper to lay before 
the Houfc, a copy of the Report to which the right honourable gen- 
tleman alluded. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS find, he apprehended it to be quite 
unufual to lay before the Houfc an inftrument of that kind. 

Mr. FRANCIS faw nothing extraordinary in calling for the pro- 
duction of fuch an inftrument ; however, as it was objected to, it 
was a thing which he fhould not prefs. 

Mr. SHERIDAN obferved that an order had been made foe 
producing a copy of a enmmilfion, under which Sir Gilbert Elliot 
acted as Vice-roy of Corfica. He did not obferve that fuch order 
had been yet complied with. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS faid he held in his hand the vety pa- 
per which the honourable gentleman alluded to, and, with his per- 
miflion, it fhould now be laid upon the table ■, which being read, it 
appeared to contain a memorandum, that Sir Gilbert Elliot had 
no Hilary, as yet given to him, as Vice-roy of Corfica. 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, that an opportunity might occur for 
having a complete examination of this matter. He obferved, that 
there was a memorandum that hitherto Sir Gilbert Elliot had had 
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Tib falarv ns Viee-roy of Corfica. That there wis to be a falarv, 
and that ttjo to be paid out of the pockets of the people of this 
country, he took for granted. That, however, was a fubjed 
which might be dHeuflcd hereafter. 

Mr. GREY rofe in confequence of a notice v/hi cli he had given 
of rhe morion which he intended to m ike , a motion which w.is nn- 
ufual in point of form, and unufunl as to the mode of bringing it 
forward. He had to biing before the H wfc a quefiion in its nature 
and in its confequcnccs one of the moll important on which that 
Honfe ever exavifed its deliberation or its power. It was not like 
mtny other fubjedts, which were frequinrty, perhaps too out n agi- j 
ta<ed in that lloufe. It was not merely a difpiUe betwceii>nntT>{)^ 
polite fides who (hould have the conduct and the direction of p .blic 
affairs — not a queftion on any inch narrow grounds or principles — 
it was not a quell inn whether this or that denomination of men fhould 
hold or contend for a transfer of the power of Administration — nor 
whether it fhould continue in one fet of men, or lhoulJ go into other 
hands — n^, it was a question of much greater importance ; it was to 
be decided on the broad ground of national inrereft, as it af- 
fected the happiricfs, the fafety, nav, poflibly the very exilhnee, 
of this country. If, faid Mr. Grey, in the courfc of de- 
"bates, fincc the period in which this calamitous war commen- 
ced ; if any tiling of animofiry had occurred ; if pnflion had 
milled forae perfons to interert themfclves in behalf of this v/ar, and 
had led them todelirc to carry it on ; if individuals had been milled 
into it by f. life alarms, the cafe was now entirely changed ; it was 
now a matter of real alarm to every man who had good willies for 
the welfare of this country. If that Houfc was what it profdfed to 
be— the real Guardian of the Public Safety ; if it intended to act in 
it^ true character, it would then look with great attention upon this 
fubjecl ; if they would act with the feeling and the temper of good 
men, they would reflect on the impoitancc of the fuhjeCl, and re- 
member that not only the money, but alfo the lives of thouf.inds 
awaited the deeilion of this night. After two years war, marked 
with a mixture of 'brilliant fueccffcs and melancholy difarters, both 
of which had contributed to drain this country of its blood and of 
its treafure, we were not one point nearer to the objedt for which it 
was (aid tp be undertaken, than at the moment of its commence- 
ment. * A melancholy reflection this; rtill more fo when the lives 
of perhaps 50,000 of our couptrynun had been fieri Heed, and when 
wchgid fo enormouflv increafed our debt ; a debt which had contri- 
buted fo much, and which will contribute much more to damp tho 
t ty$6ur, cramp the genius, and checfc the induftry of all ranks and 
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dcfcriptions of people in tliis country ; melancholy indrpd was this 
rcflcdiion, for if the war were to terminate to-day we fhall have added 
to our national debt perhaps feventy millions of money. The right 
honourable gentleman feemed not to aflent to this. He believed it 
was not an exaggerated account, but in order to avoid difputcs upon 
the fum, he would date it r«t fifty millions ; that he knew was be- 
low the mark, but he was content to take it fo. Surely then it be- 
came the 1 ionic to deliberate again and again before they added to a 
burden already fo enormous ; it became them lo paufc before they 
would proceed one ftep farther, where the iffuc was in irfclf fo ha- 
zardous, and the lofs fo large and certain. The proposition which 
he laid lo bring forward now, was fueh as every Member in the 
llouie i£ld had an opportunity of conlidcring, for when he gave his 
notice he not only explained the nature of the fubjert, but gave to 
the Houfe the very terms of his motion ; and he added at that time, 
in order that no ambiguity fhould he found in anv branch of the fulv 
jeet, the fubflaneeof what be conceived to hctiic M miller's avowed 
opinion as to a form of Government in France, with which this 
country might fafely and honourably treat. He flirjld now re-date, 
as well as he was able, the words of that right honourable gentle- 
man. He faid, upon the Government with which we fhould treat, 
die bed terms of fecurity, he believed he added, the mod fitisfa&ory, 
him were to be obtained from a Monarchy on fomething like the 
h.dis of the old Government of France ; that lie conceived it would 
he pofhblc for this country to treat with a Republic, but that with 
tile prefent Government of France we could not treat, nor fliould 
we treat, for we were riot yet fo reduced for want of refourecs as to 
make it ntccflary tor us to treat with them, anti there was nothing 
in the afport of their refources which made them formidable to us. 
In nothing limit of the utter ruin of this country would induce 
the Miniitcr to treat for peace. This, he underflood, to be the 
meaning, and this he feared might be the effort of the right honour- 
able gentleman’s fentiments upon that futjert, if that Houfe fhould 
be gleafed to follow them. And thefe fenriments were indeed alarm- 
ing, when it was reported tliat they came from a man who had the 
dirertion of public affairs, and on whofe Opinion, fhould the Houfe 
fupport it, the dreadful iffuc of this war depended. This opinion, 
however, had not yet been countenanced by the Houfe of Common. 
He hoped it ncve r would, and he had now endeavoured to bring a 
queflion forward which fliould, as fairly as poflible, put that point 
in iflue. He hoped it was an opinion the right honourable gentle-’ 
man himfctf-would now abandon; and he trufled it was fueh as, if 
the Minifler fliould ever perfid in, the Houfe would never counts- 
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nance. When he gave his notice of the motion with which he 
fhould conclude, he afked the Minifter if the wording of the motion 
was fair and fatisfixclory to him ; he added, that if any other terms 
were neceffary, he had no obje&ion to their being inferted. The 
right honourable gentleman thought the motion pcrfcdtly fair, and 
expreffed himfelf fatisfied with them. The point, therefore, was 
fo far Ample and intelligible, and no man by agreeing to his motion, 
would acknowledge any thing which that Houfc had denied ; the 
point to be difeuffed here was fo clear, fo fimplc and intelligible, 
that the Minifter having agreed to put it upon that iffue, flood now 
dire&ly pledged to come to a diredi vote upon the queftion. This 
was an occafion in which the feelings of the Houfc were moft 
warmly engaged, and he w ould venture to fay, that if they felt col- 
lcdrvely as a body, what he was furc they felt individually as men, 
all referve would be fet afide, all animolity avoided, all artifice would 
be abandoned, all mift which fometimes oblcurcd political points 
would be difpellcd, the Houfc would not (hun the queftion, but 
would come forward honeftly at once, and give their real opinion. 
This it was their duty to do, for they fliould remember, they were 
to decide on the lives of a multitude of their countrymen. He wquld 
again fay, it was abfolutcly neceffary, that the Houfe of Commons 
fhould deal fairly and frankly with the people of this country, for 
without franknefs and fair dealing with the people, the Houfc of 
Commons would neither have, nor deferve to have, any refpect from 
the people ; the more cfpecially fo when they were voting away the 
money, and facrificing the lives of their conftituents. It was a 
queftion, on the iffue of which even the people of France had a right 
to expert the Houfc to come to a dccifion ; they had a right to ex- 
pert it from the juftice and the candour of the Britifh Houfc of Com- 
mons, for the people of France ought to know againft what it is that 
they are fighting — they ought to know whether, in the opinion of 
that Houfe, they had a right, which he would contend, as a general 
principle, every nation untlcr Heaven had, the right of determining 
what form of Government they (hall have. There was another 
rcafon why the queftion which he (houM propofc to-night fhould be 
met by an explicit vote — it was neceffary on account of the fituation 
of the Minifter himfelf ; it was as important to him that he fhould 
not be deceived, as it was important to the country that he fhould 
not deceive the Houfc. It was neceffiry, that he fhould know 
whether the Houfe was willing to go on with a helium ad 'iternecionem, 
as he had on former occafions ftated this war to be ; and by his con- 
duct fince the commencement of it, he had incurred a lev ere refpon- 
Ityility, and which was every hour increafing. It was neceffary* the 
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rioufc (hould underftand the Miniftcr, and that the Minifter {hould 
underftand the Houfe ; that he (hould know dearly and explicitly 
what fort of fupport the Houfe intend* l tc give him during the con- 
tinuance of the war. — His propofinY n was framed with a view to 
all thefc points ; it was plain, for»p!c, and intelligible. It did not 
go to the full extent ot his own opinion upon the lubjedl. The 
died of his motion went not the length, that We (hall, or even that 
\vc ought to negociate now, hut Amply to fay that ncgociation at this 
time is not piccludcd by the form of the Government of France. 
If he were to act up to his own opinion, lie (hould make his motion? 
in much broader terms, and fay, that under all eircum fiances as 
they now arc, it was the duty of the Miniflers of this country tp 
proceed without delay to a ncgociation ; hut this his motion did not 
preferibe, all that his motion went toeffeftwas merely to put this 
country and France in a negooiable frate. It would be nothing 
more, if carried, than a parliamentary declaration that the form of 
Government in France was not a bar between it and a ncgociation 
with this country. It did not proceed to tell Miniflers what he 
thought their duty, it merely aimed at putting the affairs of the two 
nations in a negociable (late ; or, in other words, to render it poffi- 
ble for the French, if fo difpofed, to agree to negotiate with us. 
This, then, being the qucltion, he (hould hope tint the pledge 
which the Miniftcr had entered into for meeting this fuhjc & fairly, 
would be acted up to, that the Houfc might come to a conelufion 
upon the ifltic of it, and that the queftion might not he evaded. 
He was told,, upon former occafions, that the queliion between thus 
country and France, was not to be ronfidered as a difputc between 
nations in general at war, but was of a particular nature. Unfor- 
tunately that was true ; but yet we (hould know* the fpecific object 
of hoftilities, and then wc (liould con lid or what profpedt there was of 
our future fucccfs from attending to the cflldt of our pa ft endea- 
vours; and then follow the queftion, how ? far it would be politic to 
continue hoftilities. But the quell ion, unfortunately for us, could 
hardly be fold to be now of that nature. He was told, when the 
difputc arofe, there were fevcral caufes for the commencement of the 
war ; he was told when hoftilities commenced, and he had heard 
but little more to inform him upon that fuhjc& firice, that the fall 
of the Government of France was effential to the iafety of our 
own, .for that theirs was in direeft hoftility to ours, and that their 
fucccfs was incompatible with our fafety. He had no doubt but that 
he (hould be told the fame thing now, and that it might be infifted 
upon,! j&atfrkstcfpre we cannot now negotiate. .He had no doubt 
either, but that an attempt would be made to tell the Houfe, that 
You XL, R r 



• ' ' PA It L I A MEN TA RY A. i 79$. 

*heir former decilions were tantamount to this. He did not think 
*hat fuch could fairly he faid to be the effect of any of the decilions 
of that Houfe. If we could recur to a fituation to which the Mini- 
ftcr would he glad to recur, namely, the time when we were at peace* 
and who, if he had the opportunity, would obferve a conduct di- 
rectly the revci fe of what he now purfued, we fhould find the Houfe 
of Commons in exprefs terms thanking His Majcitv for ablbining 
from all interference in the affairs of the French nation. This 
was in the month of December 1792, long after the King of France 
had been depofed, and the French had cftabliflud a Republican form 
of Government ; and after alfo many of the exceiil- tor w hich the 
French had been fo much and fo dcfcrvcdly blamed had per- 
petrated. Here Mr. Grey read a part of the Addrefs to His Majefty 
in anfwcr to liis fpcech at the meeting of Parliament in 1702. He 
diil this, be faid, in order to fne\v that the conduct of the French 
was as objectionable at that time to our feelings as it had been fince 
or could be nows and yet the Houle of Comm ms weie then of opi- 
nion that the form of Government of France was not incompatible 
with our fafety. He knew of nothing fince in which the lloufc of 
Commons had given a contrary opinion. He had heard indeed 
many arguments urged to flipport a contrary opinion ; but he did 
not know of any ileeifion of that Houle by which that opinion had 
been negatived, and therefore he did not propofe now any thing in- 
compatible with what the Ifoufe*had already done. It was for the 
Houfe to confider now whether tfiey would countenance to its full 
extent, the opinion which the Mi aider had often expreffed upon the 
fubjed, and would take from him and impofe upon themfelves the 
great refponfibilitv which had hitherto been attached to Adminiitration 
only. He would alk the Houfe to re fled ujx>n the fituation of the 
prefent war, and on the manner in which it had commenced. It 
was true that the declaration of the war originated in France; but 
did that decide the qtiertion of, Who in reality commenced the con- 
tort r Did we not refufe all fatisfadion to France after complaints 
were dated ? Did we not fend away one of their M milters and re- 
fufe to receive another? Was therefore the mere declaration of w\«r 
the commencement of hoflilities ? moil indubitably it was not. He 
therefore regarded the war on our pait as a war of aggravation, w ith- 
out (hewing to the French how it might have been avoided, or how 
it now can be difeontinued, and by this conduct on our part there 
was a complete bar to all treaty, to remove which was the only ob- 
jed of his motion. 

How far the objed of the war, on our part, as (J xp]p.;ncd by tjjc 
Minifter, was attainable, and how far, under the prefent cireum- 
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fiances, it was politic on our part to purfue it, were points which 
ought to be cunfidcrcd. If the Iloufe was indeed of opinion that 
the very exigence of this country depended op. our being able to torct 
the French to abandon their prefent form of Government ; however 
dilfaut and vain the hope might feem to him, he could Jiavc nothing 
to oiler againft our trying to accomplish it ; for lie had no doubt that 
the Ifoufe and the country mult dctcrnvne to make every facrifice 
in their power ; hut he hoped that the cxiftrnce of the Government 
of France was not incompatible with, or its definition neccflary 
to, the fafetv *>f tins country, and lie was happy to fay he faw nothing 
that ought to preclude our treating with them. In examining this 
quefiion, hefhnnkl not find it ivccifiry to inquire into a point which 
liad been often infilled upon, namely, that one nation in feme cafes 
has a light to interfere with the internal government of another. 
As a general proportion, he was ready to fay he could not admit 
the right which one nation had to interfere with the government of 
another ; but in certain particular cafes, he thought the proportion 
might be admitted ; be begged it to be under flood that he did not 
fi.ihlcribc to the doctrine of interference with the governments of 
Starts to an unqualified extent, [t was not, however, to be denied, 
that, generally fp«aking, a nation has a light to form its own Go- 
\einmcnr, and that other nations have no right to interpofc ; 
that was not a queftion into which the difeufiion of this fubjed 
would projK'rly lead, for fuppojing the definition of the prefent Go- 
vernment of France to be a dcfirable object for tins country, it 
became us, before we fhmild fet about it, to inquire into the 
pro! peel which we had of fuccoxling in the attempt, and afk our- 
ftlves whether the probability of accompli filing it was equal to the 
hazard of me enterprise. Here he muil ronfefs the view w r as very 
unfavourable. He did not with to dwell on the circiimftanccs of 
the war, bceaufe they were frefli in the reeolleclion of every Mem- 
ber in the Houfc, and btenufe they were, the latter part of them, fo 
extremely difaftrous, that no man of anv fueling of knfibility Could 
review' them without concern for the fate of 'this country ; he lea red 
they afforded but an indifferent fourcc ofconfolation to thofe who had 
predided a favourable iffue to our contcft. He had heard with afto- 
niflimcnt the foundation which the Miniftcr laid for our fuccefs in 
the termination of the prefent war — the weaknefs of the French, 
and the ftrength of Great Britain. He was aftonifhed, he faid, at 
hearing this foit of argument; however, that was the ground on 
xvUicUxbi ■ ^cO/tfoJlaould be eonfidered, the argument was divided into 
two brandies — the chance of a counter-revolution in France, and 
the reduced Hate of their finances. With regard to a counter- 

K r a 



J|ff 5 - PARLIAMENTARY A. 179$* 

^^blution to be effected by forte of arms, was it neceflary that fucht 
£%vpo(ition fhould be argued ? Was it neceflary to recapitulate the 
■ clrcumftanccs which made up our daily experience upon the fubjedl ? 
y If was true that the prefcnt Government of France had committed 
; the moft horrid afls of cruelty ; but was it doubted, that with all 
its excefles, the mafs of the people were attached to that Govern* 
ment ; and if fo, was it to be a queftion whether the moderation 
Which that Government had lately ihewn, would diminiih that at- 
tachment ? The truth was, and it would be criminal to attempt to 
conceal it, the people of France detefted the very idea of a Mo- 
narchy at this moment, and whatever might be the defects of a 
republican form of Government, a Republic they were determined 
to have, and it was out of our power to prevent it. A Republic 
they Would have, one and indivifible, whatever the Miniflcr of this 
country might think or fay ; that would be the eftabliflied form of 
Government in France, at lead by force we fhould never be able 
to prevent it ; this opinion he had formed at an early period of our 
eonteft, and every event which had happened finer, had confirmed 
that opinion. But he was ready to admit, that thue who maintain 
a contrary opinion, w^ere not inconfiflent with their proms ics ; for 
they alledged, that the French revolution was brought ..bout by the 
people having perufed Republican writings. He. on die eon* 1 ary, 
maintained that the French revolution was not rhe refill t of the 


tjieoiy and fpeeulation of philofophcrs, but aroio out of the haul- 
ihips and mifery which made the French hate and detefi th. t\ranny 
and defpotifm from which they originated. It was ridicul ; m fay 
that any people will revolt under a good Government, merely to try 
the effe£t of theory and fpeeulation. No, no ; thofc who were really 
of this opinion, were unacquainted with the charafh : of man. He 
fhould like to be ihewn the page in any hiftory in this world, where 


the mafs of any people had revolted from the Government under 
which they enjoyed protediion. In reality, mankind in general 
were inclined the other way ; they w ere fond of a Government, and 
fometimes blind to its defeats, when they were confciOus they were 
protected by it. But he was forry to fay that he was afraid this 


was hot always the cafe with Governments ; thofe who managed' 
them were not always fatisfied with the affection and obedience of 
the people ; they would often plunder and infuit them : he was forry 
to fay alio, that Governments in general feemed not to grow' as wife 
frs they ought by experience ; and this was moft unfortunately' true 
Ift the hiftory of Revolutions. . It had been 
lotion of America might have taught the Minifters a lcflbn to pro- 
with more caution. But let -tjs fee a little how r wc, flood, 
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and how the fads were upon which we ought to form our judge* 
ments : three campaigns had now paffed*— Had we gained an f 
thing ?— We were once fo forward, as, in the opinion of an ho* 
nourable gentleman (Mr. Jenkinfon) we might be able to march tri* 
umphantly to Paris ; and he believed, although he was not fo fan*» 
guine as that honourable gentleman, that really at one time theft 
was fome idea that the allies might fubduc the French, and that he 
believed might have been apprehended in the National Convention, 
at leaft they thought their lituation a very fetious one ; but had w£ 
gained one inch fince that period ? We had made once an impref* 
fion on the fide of Alface. Had wc gained any thing firlcc ? We 
had gained the port of Toulon, as it was once faid, by the aftec* 
tion of its inhabitants, and the hatred they had for die French 
Republic, but, as it has fince appe ired, by the treachery of a 
few individuals. Had wc gained a linglv, man in favour of our caufa 
by tint c\cnt ? If wc looked to the South of Fiance for an infujrrec* 
tion, whit profprft had wc of gaining any thing by it ? There we 
fliould fee the main body of the people reconciled and attached to 
the prifcnt Government. In truth, they were united to their Go- 
veinnv nt, and gave it c\traoi dinary energy from a fenfe of common 
danger ; that was fure to be the cafe in every Government. Wat 
4 no , at this very moment, the cafe in our own r Did wc not fee 
the hmds'of Government ftiengthencd every hour, even upon the 
bare fufpicion of a common danger ; Had not the Habeas Corpus 
a&, the pride of* ^nphfhiatn, been fufpended on that idea? Was 
it thcrefoie the Lfs lfkidy lobe the caid in France, under all its cir- 
cumftinees, thm in any other country? He would fay, therefore, 
that with regaid to cccry hope of a counter revolution in France, the 
quefhon wa*> at an end, cither by fotccof arms or otherwife. The 
next point wlvch had been infilled upon by theMinifter as areafon 
why wc ihould ccpcd fucccls in the prefent war, was the want of 
refources on the pirt of the French ; that right honourable gentle* 
man had dated, that the French were fo exhaufted, that he could 
prove, from cilculation, they could not continue the war much 
1 >ngcr. He had heard, he faid, much upon this fort of reafoning 
by calculation of the ftrength of States. Ho had heard it from the 
commencement of the prefent war to this moment, and yet the 
French had been fucccfsful in proportion as we had depreciated their 
refources. He had heard it in His Majefty’s fpceeh. [Here he read 
part of the King's fpcech of laft year, j This was the language inr 
fh g f yioflp * 1 7 fuch was the language now. But the hiflory 

of the world proved the fallacy of this mode of argument. We 5 
were told of the prqgreffive and rapid decay of the refources of the * 
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french- Precifely in the fame ftyle the Houfe of Commons was 
addrefled in the year 1777, \yhen the American war was hardly 
begun, and upon that occafion a fpccch was made by a perfon (the 
Isfte Lord Chatham), to whofc authority the right honourable 
gentleman would certainly pay fnmc attention. That great 
Statefman had then afked, “Where is the man who has the 
forehead to fay he can prove it r I (hould be glad to fee his face ; I 
fhould like to look at it.” Now we all know that the Americans 
had iflued a great quantity of paper money, and they were faid on 
that account to want refources, and it was infifted that therefore they 
mud fall. It was then alfo dated, by way of proof of that afler- 
tion, that the debts of the Americans would amount to fix 
millions ftcrling, and that the whole value of their cltatcs did not 
amount to more than thirty-three millions. Such were the argu- 
ments then, and fuch they were now ; this was the misfortune of 
having the affairs of this nation in rlic hands and under the direc- 
tion of men who were unable to diilinguifh between the fallacy of 
fuch calculations and the energy of a people druggling for what ap- 
peared to them to be their freedom, men who thought that their 
knowledge upon fuch topics was fuperior to what was to be collat- 
ed from the teftimony of experience and hiftary of nations. But, if 
we compared that fiatement of American refources with thofc of 
France, wc fhould find that, even ujx>n that calculation; there was 
a prodigious advantage in favour of France. The mod exaggerated 
account that had been given of the probable debt of France, amount- 
ed only to four hundred andf twenty millions (about one hundred 
millions beyond the truth), and the value of their landed eftatc was 
admitted to be above fix hundred millions flerling. What, then, 
was to be laid on thequedibn of calculation, cfpccially when wc all 
knew that the French were now adding whole nations to their 
wjealth ; when they have in their polTeflion a Bank, which was 
once faid to be identified with the Bank of England ? But this, in 
truth, great and mighty as the advantage was in favour of 
the French, was not by any means the real w ay to edimatc 
the" refources of a people, who, in a date of revolution, were 
contending, as they thought, for their liberties . and lives.— 
They were not to be mcafured by the common efforts of a people ; 
for while there was iron in the bowels, or grafs upon the furface, 
of the earth, there was no end to their refources. Befides, if wc 
jpgxked at the population of France, we fhould find that it amounted 
'pi one-fixth of the whole of Europe ; add to 
Jgpipoverifhed date of our allies, and then he believed no man in his 
Whfes Would think of fuccefo in another campaign againft them ; for 
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it was clear, however dcfirablc the thing might be, it was iiftpfcf-' 
fible to conquer them. With regard to our own rcfourccs, hf be- 
lieved them to be, as the right honourable gentleman ftated thettr 
to be, very great ; equal, certainly, to every thing to which thejr^ 
ought to be applied, but not equal to the conqucft of France, or 
the cairying on a war of aggravation, for fo he muft again flats this 
war to be, as it was avowedly for the deftruelion of the government 
of France. He would fay again, that whatever we might think of 
onrfelves, we had not, nor could we, in the nature of things, have*, 
in the profecution of this war, the energy and fpirit of the French* 
for they mull fight while there was a man oralhilling left. What 
were our refources ? Ilad the Kmperor improved them ? Let u$ 
hear what was faid upon that fubjccl in his own memorial, where- > 
in he ftated that he was drained of men and money,, and that his 
army was deftitute of provi lions and other nccelfarics, and that 
they muft return home. \ 1 Icrc Mr. Grey read an extract from the 
memorial.] Was it from the exertion of the Italian States that 
we cxpcdlcd to derive client! al afliftanec r — Was it from the King , 
of Sardinia ? — Was it from Spain ? — or, was it from tire maritime 
power of Naples : — or, was it from tlut Jifgraccful alliance with 
tire Kmprefs of Ruffia, who had authorifed nuirder and devaftation'; 
who gave us promifes in abundance, but who had not yet furnifhed 
us with a lingle man, or a fingle ruble * — Was it from our good 
ally, the King of Pruflia, who lnd taken twelve hundred thoufand 
pounds of our money ? Let us hear his eonltrudlion on the treaty 
which enabled him to receive that fum of us, as alfo the opinion of 
the Emperor on that fubjec l. The Emperor complained that his 
Pruflian Majefty had nut brought into the field the fixty-tw'O thou- 
fand men, agreeably to his engagement. The King of Pruflia de- 
nied our right to command any of the Pruflian troops, and aflerted 
that they ought not to march againft the French, but remain to de- 
fend Germany. [Here Mr. Grev read the Memorials of the Em- 
peror and the King of Pruflia on this fubjedt.] He wiflied to know 
if any thing like an cxcufc could be givtn by Minifters for this wild 
waftcand piofligate fquandering of the money of the people of this 
country. The right honourable gentleman had quoted a paffage 
from an eloquent fpccch. He might, by looking a few lines back 
in the fame fpecch, have found another, much more to the pur- 
pofe: 

“ Spem Jt quam adjeitis Aetslum hatuijiis in armis 

c< Ponite— 

' b^cn ftafEi^r an honourable friend of his, that the bet- 

ter way would be to lclfen our army, in order to enable u$ to in- . 
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ettsafe our navy in the prefent war ; that, he admitted, would be 
(poper enough in the conduft of a rational war, but it would be in- 
effectual for the fucccfs and profccution of this. He believed, in- 
deed, that very few gentlemen out of that Houfe, who knew any 
thing of the refources of France — very few out of that Houfe, who 
hnew the rcfourccs of this country — very few out of that Houfe, 
who knew the real Hate of our allies, would give the Miniftcr 
credit for having the power, under any circumftanecs, of deftroying 
the Government of France, or really believed, that at this hour, 
it was not wife and prudent, on our part, to endeavour to nego- 
tiate. 

He hid often heard that the greateft rcafon which a great nation 
could have for entering into a war was to defend its honour ; and 
he agreed to th it, bccaufc it was by defending its honour it pro- 
tected itftlf from infult , but he never undci flood it to be found policy 
to cherifh this principle beyond all limits ; on the contrary, he took 
this to be, as every thing in humm affairs ought to be, fubjeCt to 
the dictates of prudence ; and here we had nothing to fear on that 
account, for we had vindicated our honour fuffinentl/to fieuro us 
fiom future infult. The only quefiion for him to conlidcr now f , 
and that he confetfi d was the moft difficult, was, the' general quef- 
tion, How we were to fubmit to the difgrace of a negotiation ? He 
expeCtcd this to be mged lo the Houfe, as he had often heard it. 
His anfwer was, that his motion did not go to that length. — He was 
ready to confcfs, lint as far as his ooinion went, wr ought, under 
our prefent circumfimccs, to begin jfie negotiation, but his motion 
did not go to that eff <!t ; it was only to put the country in a nego- 
tiable ftite. He had heard alfo a great deal faid upon the doCtrine 
of the National Convention of France, by which they were faid to 
avow a principle of intermeddling with the governments of other 
nations ; and as a proof of it, the decree of the 1 9th of November 
had been quoted ; now the Houle would be pleafed to recoiled: that 
the French Convention had repealed that decree, and followed that 
repeal with a declaration that they would never interfere with the 
Government of any other country. He had heard it faid, that we have 
not ye? bad any opportunity of negotiating with the French. He 
wifhed to know to what period it would pleafe gentlemen who afferted 
this, to allude. Gentlemen on his fide of the Houfe had propofed 
a negotiation at the commencement of the mifunderflanding between 
our Government and France. That was a proper period. We 
Jiad been fuccefsful in fcveral iaftances fince the commencement of 
^hoftilities. There were proper periods to negedfete, and-bwach of 
r theft inftances a negotiation was recommended from that fide of 



the Houfe, and he wa* convinced that tie fttchijon 
have been effectual, It was not his fait(t 9 nor' the &ult pf 
with whom he a&ed; that this country was jn fo awful a ftfuat&jtt 
now. It was not their fault that fo much defoistfioil had taken 
place ; tliat fo many thoufands had ioft their lives, that the hdpigfk 
widow had been made to weep, or that the orphan was fteftitufe of 
protection ; for had the advice of his right honourable friend bean 
taken at an early period, all the calamity which Europe had ftrffered 
for the laft two years might have been avoided. When the time 
would come when the bleflings of peace fhould be reftored, it was 
impoflible to forefee : if the right honourable gentleman was deter- 
mined to perfift, as he faid he was, till the Republican Government 
of France was deftroyed, the time but too probably will come f whei| 
he himfelf would be obliged to humble the tone of his quotations* 4 


Ante equidem fumma de re JlatuijJe — 

Et vellem , W fuerat melius ; non tempore tali 
Cogere concilium ■ — ■ 


He was afked, fhould we truft to the mercy of the French 6rp- 
vernment ? Certainly not ; we were a great power, and had great 
rcfources ; but that was an additional reafon why we fhould put our 
affairs in a train for negociation. If we did fo now, we had the 
advantage of that power and of thofe refources; but fhould we exhauft 
them both, and be at laft compelled to negociate, we fhould then 
indeed be at the mercy of the French. Should the right honourable 
gentleman fay, after Hanover might poffibly be added to the con- 
quefts of .the French, we might then proceed, perhaps the fertile 
plains of Lombardy might be added alfo, and the whole of Spain* 
Would he then fay that we were lefs at the mercy of the French 
than at prefent ? Did the right honourable gentleman really be- 
lieve, that the people in this country would fubmit for ever to be 
guided by fuch abominable policy ? Did he really believe, that 
even at this hour the war was popular ? Did any man in tha£> 
Houfe believe it ? He was confident of the contrary. If tho 

Moufe of Commons was really difpofed to truft the Miniftets with 
the further profecution of the war, would the right honoujatfe 
gentleman declare that he could truft his allies ? He believed that 
the Minifter would not afiitre the Houfe that he had any fticb eon** 
fidence. This, therefore, was furely a time to put our affairs hi 
a train of negotiation, as the right honourable gentleman had been 
advifed by his own friends. Should our attempts fa thatrcfpeCf 
fruitlrfs, then the Houfe of Commons would be unanimous, ami 
die people would be urunimovgs and we fhould profecute the 
Vo*, XL. S % 



$$ vigour ; we lhould t$jcn indeed referable France in the only 
point for which (he was to be envied. For his own part, he de- 
clared he (hould be ready to go imp the field, and in the front of 
battle, and to fall in the fervice of his country. He had, within 
thefe few days, fome reafon to*fkink that his motion fliouki be al- 
tered, becaufe an accdunt had reached this country which ought 
to have fomc influence in that Houfc , he meant an account of the 
debates of the Diet of the Empire, in w ? hich all parties agreed ex- 
cept die Landgrave ofHcffe and the Elcdorof Hanovei, that it was 
becoming at this time in the Empire, while preparations for the 
next campaign wxre continued, to make overture > to the enemy for a 
fair and equitable peace, and but for the notice he hid alteady 
given of his motion, and of the prccifc words in which it was to 
be formed, perhaps the languige of the Diet would be the mod 
fitting for that Houfe to adopt. This was a fubjed which it would 
become the Houfc to confider attentively and gravely. He had 
ftated the neceffity we were under of taking fomc meafuic to avert 
the farther calamities of war. Let gentlemen of that Houfc, who 
OUt of doors were ngainft the w r ar, declare it within. Let thofe 
Members of that Houfe, who out of doois really thought die Mi- 
jiifters did not intend to profccutc the w ar, but that 1 e was now 
aduajly ncgociating ; let all fudi perfons not deceive thcmfdvcs ; 
let them not deceive the Miniftcr as to the profecution of the war, 
or the extent of the fupport which he was to have in carrying it on ; 
but let their votes follow the didates of their heaits. This was 
not a queftion whether, as had been ftated on a former night, the 
predictions of one fet of men, or the opinions of another, had 
been juftifie J by events, but a queftion of magnitude and impor- 
tance to this country. He concluded with an decent quota- 
/tiah* from a fpcech of Mr. Burke, in the conclufion of the Ame- 
rican war, where that gendeman fpeaks of Minifteis without fagacity 
to forefee the moft obvious events, and without docility to profit 
from experience , and then drew the inference, that as the pre- 
font Minifters had (hewn nothing but incapacity on their part, 
it would not be prudent in that Houfe to repofe confidence in 
their future condud. He then moved, “ That it is the opinion 
this Houfe, that the exiftence of the prefent Government of 
r fV^j£ought not to be confidered as precluding, at this time, a 
»tfon for peace. 

•pt . r, WILLIAM SMITH faid, that every motive of a perfonal 
would certainly induce him to avoid being drawn into a 
$iqn with the honourable mover of the queftion which he 
foegpeh It had indeed been treated with fo much eloquence 
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and ability, fo perfpicuoufly and fo completely) flirt, feecrt&t 
fcarccly hope to add any thing to the impreffitm it nttift have ffiswlt' 
on the Houfe. But in a crifis faawful, he conceive^ It to be* hi# 
duty to throw his arguments, of K>w little weight fcever, Into ttwf J 
fcale, and that there was a view of the fubjeft which, though fto- * 
quently adverted to, had never yet been confidered fo much tn 
detail as its importance appeared to him to deferve. * 

To this point, therefore. The rcfmblance of the prefent unhappy 
cMeJi to flat ah >oJl equally unfortunate one , from the dreadful effect*, 
of which wc had but juft begun to recover, (it could hardly bo ne** 
ceflary to name the American war) he would folicit the attention 6f 
the Houfo , and he earneftly entreated gentlemen to confider that* 1 
although by agreeing to the motion they would not be laid undejt- 
any obligation whatever to alk for peace, yet that the rejedlion of it* 
could noc fail, in a moft alarming degree, to incrcafc the impede 
ments which now lay in the way of our obtaining that moft deftrabl* 
object. If, indeed, it (hould be rejeded on 4he ground? he had 
heard dated on former occafions ; (an event which, for that feafyn, 
he moft c arncftly deprecated J he did not fee the probability of a ne- 
gociatiop being ever fet on foot, unlcfs he (hould be unfortunately 
compelled to it by the iron liand of an imperious ncceffity, before* 
which the Itifflft necks and proudeft hearts were fometimes forced" 
to bow. Analogical arguments, he confeffed, were not always 
conclufive ; bccaufe in all moral and political companion, there 
could not fail to be many points of diffimilarity as well as of re- 
femblancc. It was, however, a mode of reafoning applicable, 
perhaps, moft of all to politics, as experience, fo jilftly deemed 
the fureft guide in fuch cafes, was in fadl no other than a right 
difeernment, and a judicious application of part analogies to prefent 
circumftanccs. In the momentous affair under confideratipp, he 
had, by an attentive review, difeovered refemblances fo nut^4$ou& 
and fo linking, that he (hould take the liberty of trefpaffiog , 
patience of the Houfe, while he drew the parallel from the ertrM 
menccment of the conteft. And in the firft* place, it was 
obferved that the two revolutions in America and in France, 
precifely the fame origin, viz. a perfuafion operating throughout tro 
people, that their Government was unjuft and pppreflive, 'which 
produced open refinance. In what degree their opinion was- wel|. 
founded in either cafe, entered not into the pr&cqt argument } 
was fufficient that it exifted, and that it did now almpft uni 
exift in France, as formerly in America, thought the evpd** 
pf which wc had all been witnefies, were fufficient to £OJ)vJ#ip$ wfjpp 
MM not refofotely blind and hardened againft convi&iont « . 

' S 9 Z 





Z£**Zl 


>ARI*f&|iENTARY A. 1795. 

1 

A r But were it ferioufly allcdged that the Royalifts in France were 
£ 1&e fupcrior party, in fpite of all evidence to the contrary, he 

♦ would remind the Houfe that it was by fimilar affurances the 
< country had been deluded both to attempt and to. profecute the 

fubjugation of America.— In the fpeerhes horn the Throne, from 
the beginning of 177410 the end of January 1781, this fallacy 
had been conftantly maintained.* Nay, even in 1782, when the 

* 

• June 21, 1774. A veil 1 igh euloguim on the meafu res which had 
been adopted for the pur pole of reclaiming his deluded fubjeth; and on 
the firmnefs, temper, and unanimity, which had been dilplayed in the 
dekbeutions of rarhamenj, which could not fail of giving them the 
greateft weight. 

November 29, 1774. Opening. A moft daiing Ipirit of lefiftance 
fcnd difobedicncc ftill prevailed in the piovince of Maflachufetts Bay, 
rdnd had broken forth 111 frefh violences of a veiy criminal nature: that 
fjtemoft propei and eftc&ual meifuics had been taken to prevent tbefe 
mifehitfs, and that they might depend upon a film refoluuon to with- 
ftand every attempt to weaken, or impur the fupieme authonty of this 
Xttijftflature ovci all the dominions ot the Crown. 



May 15* 1775. ^he moft perfect fatisfa&ion in the conduCt of 
Parliament, and his entile conviction, that the moft falutaiy effe&s 
Snuft refult fiom fitch meafures , formed and conduced on fuebprm tples. 

Oftober 26, 1775. Opening. Accufmg Americans of a dejperate 
ooffptracy^ and of harbouring a premeditated delign to eftcCt a total re- 

S lt i whilft taking advantage of the moderation and foibeaiance of Par- 
they hoped to amufe by vague expieffions of attachment to the 
Parent State, and of loyalty to the So\eieign. This rebellious war, it 
fs affirmed, is manifeftly carried on for the purpofe of eftablifhing an inde- 
pendent empire ; and it is now become the part of wifdom, and in its ef- 
xt&B of clemency, to put a fpeedy end to thefe difoiders, by the moft de- 
fjfiye exertions— for which purpofe, His Majefty had greatly mereafed his 
Jirilftaiy and naval eftablimments ; and he had alfo received the moft 
ipfeacily offers of foreign affiftance. When the unhappy and deluded 
XmdCdde again ft whom this great force will be directed, {hall become 
^uQleof their error, he declared himftlf leady to receive the milled 
wjffl^endernefs and mercy ; for which purpofe he had given authonty 
JtriBtttain perfons upon the fpot, to grant general or particular pardons 
^jflSfltdemnities, and to receive the fubmiflions of any province or colony 
’SoHul fhould be difpolcd tp return to its allegiance. 

^Hy *8, 2776. Proclamation. His hope that his rebellious fubjeftt 
flill be awakened to a fenfe of their errors, at the fame time ex- 
HHng his confidence that, if due (i. e. unconditional) fubmiffion could 
llPtte obtained by a voluntary return to their duty, it would be effe&u- 
mgjlto tojWl exertion of the great force iutrufted to him. 

2 776. Opening. That, fo daring and defperate was the 
tyhofe objeCt has already been dominion and power, 
oewrbpenly renounced all allegiance to the Crown, and 
Wl^^l^att^nneCUon with this country: they have rejected, with cir- 
jP|Pe»£e» of indignity *iid infult, the means of conciliation held out to 
slid have pre/med to fit op their rebellious confederacies as Jndeptn- 
If their treafib bi /offered to take much root f mifihtef mujt 
it fo the prefiat fifitm ofalfttLurepe* 
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conteft was perfedlly decided, an honourable gentleman had h*N 
dily afferted, “ that the unhappy faction in Amerijca* though le& 
numerous than the party of the Royalifts, could ofllf be rooted oo It 
by force.” Surely, then it was too much to expedl that implicit 

credit fhould be given to the repetition of the fame deceptions. 

% 

That the fucceffcs aliesdy obtained had been fo important 41 togir#* 
theftrongeft hopes of the moft decifive good confcqueoces ; but notwtth** 
ftanding this fair profpedl, it was neccffary, at all events to prepare fey ' 
another campaign. , 

June 7, 1777. Proclamation. His thanks for the uaqueftiottfMt 
proofs they had given of then clear difeernment of the true intereftl of 
their country. 

November 20. Opening, His confidence that the fpirit and intre* 
piditv of his forces would be attended with important fuccefs ; but inti** 
mated the necefliry of preparing for fuch farthei operations as the con* 
tingcncics of the war and the obftinucy of the rebels might render expc* 
dient. Heexpitfled bis determination fteadily topuriuethe meafurea 
in which they were engaged, and his hope that the deluded and unhappy 
multitude would finally icturn to their allegiance. 

June 3, 1778. Pioclamation. His thanks for the zeal fhewn by 
Parliament in fuppoiting the honour of the Crown, and their attention 
to the rcalintciefts of the nation, manifefted in the wife, juft, and humane 
laws which had bten the relult of their deliberations. * 

November 26, 1778. Opening. Regret was expreffed that the effort! 
which had been made for dilappointing the maligmnt defigns of the Goo# 
of France, had not been attended with all the fuccefs which the juftice 
of the caufe and the vigoious exertions which had been made, feemed 
to promife. 

July 3, 1779. Proclamation. A happy omen of the fuccefs of hit 
aims, that the increafcof difficulties feerued only to augment the courage 
and conftmcyof the nation. 

Nov. 2;, 1779* Opening. That they were, in concert with him, 
called upon by every principle of duty and every confideration of intcrefl* 
to exert their efforts in the fupport and defence of their country, attacked 
by an unjuft and unprovoked war, and contending with one of the fiioft 
dangerous confederacies that was ever founed againft the Crown and 
people of Biitain. 

Odfober 31, 1780. Opening. He acknowledged the arduous fitua* 
tion of public uftaiisj but the late fignal fuccelTev of his arms in Georgia 
and Carolina would, he ttufted, have impoitantconlequences in bringing 
the war to a happy conclufion. 

Novembei 27, 1781. Opening. That the war was dill unhappily 
prolonged, and that, to his great concern, the events of it had bpea 
vety unfortunate to his army in Virginia, having ended in the total lofs 
of his forces in that province. But he could not ednfeot to facnfice, 
either to his own defirc of peace or to the temporary eafe and relief of 
his fubje<$s, thofe effential rights and permanent interefts on which th* 
ffrength and fecurity of this country muft ever principally depend — that 
he retained a firm confidence in the ptoteft ion of Hi vine Provident and 4 
perfect con vision of the juftice of his caufe. lie called for the concur- 
rence and* fupport of Parliament, and a vigorous, animated* and UhitetJ 
exertion of the faculties and refourccs of his people. 

. ^ j 
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What, however, of unanimity might be fuppofed wanting in either 
country, had been produced alfo in both by fimilar means— by 
Cold and haugffty treatment, not to fay by the abfolute rejection of 
every conciliating propofition in the early ftages of the refpedtivc 
affairs — by violent and even abufive language, by furious and 
threatening manifeftoes,* and above all, by the (Operations of ar- 
mies apparently willing to execute fuch threats in their utmoft ex- 
tc nt, and determined to ravage what they were unable to fubdue. 
In fome of thefe, points, perhap, our allies, in t^e preftnt war, 
may claim the largcft (hare of guilt and folly; but thi. < ftlft on 
France remained unaltered. With rcfptdl, alfo, to the quarter 
from whence botli thefe calamitous mcafurcs took their rife, in the 
councils of this country, he thought much might be faid. Cer- 
tainly thofc moil adtivc on the former recaliou, were now to be 
found in'the lift of His Majcfty’s adviftrs, but it mud be allowed 
they never mixt with many of a very diifcicnt defeription ; for the 
fight honourable Chancellor of the Exchequer, among numerous 
fnftances of refemblance to his illuftrious father, had unhappily 
imitated one of his mcafurcs fo clofcly in forming the pick* it Ad- 
miniftration, that the defciiption of an honourable and moft eloquent 
gentleman, would appty, with almoft pcrftdl precifion, to the 
Cabinet of this day. “ He made,” faid Mr. Burke, “ an Admi- 
niftration fo chccquercd and fpccklcd ; lie put together a piece of 
joinery fo c rosily invented, and whimlically dove-tailed ; a cabinet 
fovarioufly inlaid, fuch a piece of divcifificd mofaic, fuch a tefle- 
lated pavement without cement ; here a hit of black ftonc, and 
th£re a bit of white ; patriots and coui tiers. King’s friends and 
Republicans, whigs and tories, treacherous friends and open ene- 
mies, that it was indeed a curious fliew, but utterly unfafe to touch, 

' and unfurc t6 ftand upon.” 

In the commencement, too, of both thefe w f ars, the condudl of 
this country was ftated to arife from a prudent and politic regard to 
the Confervation of the fyftctn of Europe. The language lately 

d ftiU lings in the ears of every one, but all might npt be aware 
" Of its perfect co-incidence with the fentimepts delivered from the 
Tiupne in 1776, when, in die fame fpirit oflaudablc and tender 
fo^hpitude for this important objedt, it was declared that, If their 
fan be fuffered to take rooty much mij chief tnuji grow from it to the 
yfflefrnt fyjlem of all Europe . How far, indeed, that prodi&iun 
\|ftight be true, he would not pretend to (ay. If the fyftems of Eu- 
/ jtype &ere then completely dcfpotic and lhamefolly pppreflive, the 
Example of fuccefsful refiftancejnight certainly produce much mif- 
^ j&icf to fuch a fyftcm* and eventually equal benefit to mankind \ 
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but he thought the true advantage which Government wSgfitylh' 
make of fuch examples, was to learn to correct their own errors hi 
time, and not to delude th'emfelves with Use imagination that, 
“ when one national union is formed againd oppfoflion, can it,? 
to ufe the energetic words of Lord Cliatham,* “ Ije refilled by 
the tricks of office or mimftcriil manoeuvres ? — Heaping papers or 
the table, or counting your majorities on a divifion, will not avert 
or postpone the hour of danger.” This dclufion, however* had 
prevailed in both cafes to the mod extravagant degree. The people 
of England had been impofed on by limilar mifrepreientations j 
the fame pleas of judice and ncceflity, of the dignity of the Crown 
and the intereds of the people, had been urged. The fame aflu- 
ranccs of fpcedy and complete fuccefs had been given : the fame 
contempt ot om enemy had been manifedtd , the feme confidence 
in our own fupcrioiity, as in the origin, foalfo in the ohjcEl of thefe 
wars , Mr. Smith faid, they were fimilar. It was notorious that it 
had ncv< i been poffible, lor the two lad year., to arrive at any defi- 
nite idea of the point at which we were aiming. We were fome- 
times endeavouring to re-tdablilh Monarchy in France, and at 
others difavowed it. S jmeriines we fought for the defence of Hol- 
land and the navigation of the Scheldt, at others to prevent the 
importation of Punch principles into England. Now, for indem- 
nity and fecurity, and then again for fa arity w irhout indemnity ; 
ever changing with the events of the hour. How exadlly cfflrref- 
pondent to the defeription given of the American war by an ho- 
nourable gentleman (Mr. Powys) who, in 1781, had feid, ** The 
infidious pretence of revenue was grown too dale for impofition. 
The American war had been a war of delufion from beginning to 
end. Every piomife had been broken, every affertion felfified, 
•very object relinquilhed. It was now a war of this fort, then a 
war of that fort ; now a war of revenue, then a war of fupremacy ; 
now a war of cocrtion, and then a war of friendlhip and afiedlion . 
for America.” At lad, however, w-e had arrived at an avoWal of 
the true object : it had been declared that the prefent Government 
of France was not fit to be treated with, or, in other words, that 
we mud make war, if not for the txprefs purpoft of changing the 
Government, at lead till the Government Ihould be changed.— 
And whatever colour might be put on fuch a declaration, he would 
only defire every gentleman to make ft his own cafe, and then afk 
how far fuch language held to an independent nation differed from 
the unconditional fubmiffion demanded of America : and if thtye 
millions of men there, roufed by the fragrant haughtinefs and in* 
folencc pf the demand, had fuecefsfully refilled it * what folly. 
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at infatuation was it, to expcCt a more favourable ifliie when 
tenfold numbers, with equgl zeal, were enlifted in the fame caufe !’* 
Ml* Spilth then proceeded to examine the means and conduct of 
the war ; and here again he faid we might trace the prevalence of 
the fame temper. America was to be conquered by Jiarvation, 
France was to be fubdued by an artificial famine of our creation, 
American Loyalifts and French Royalifts, were to be embodied in 
fuch numbers as to carry all before them, in conjunction with Bri- 
tilh troops and German mercenaries hiied from every “ princely 
butcher, to whofc extortions,’ * Lord Chatham then faid, “ there 
were no limits : every corner of Germany was then, and had now 
been, ranfacked for boors and ruffians to invade and range the 
country.” Subfidies had been granted to every one whofe afliftance 
we could buy, while in both cafes, the utmoft violences had been 
committed, and the vile fpirit of plunder, caught poflibly from the 
intercourfe of hirelings, had, in but too many mftanccs, degraded 
the charaCler of the Britifli forces. In the prefent, as in the for- 
mer, cafe the b eft disciplined veterans had been beaten by troops 
defexibed as without courage, without arms, or even clothes— who 
feareely knew the ufc of a mufquet, and whofe numbers would only 
facilitate defeat. Generals of the higheft reputation and moft efta- 
blifhed character, had fled with blighted laurels before men whofe 
names were hardly to be found in any military lift. As on the 
r occ&fion it had been faid, “ that General Howe could not advance 
„ to the Delawar without madnefs s” fo with equal truth to the 
itnpojjibility of advancing had the Duke of Brunfwick’s retreat been 
, attributed. In both cafes the inferences might have been nearly 
Aedfive, but partial and inefficient fucccffes had perpetually buoyed 
tip the hopes and the fpirits of Minifters, although from the com- 
Jftenpeffient to the condition of each conteft, not a town had been 
&k&n Which had not been Abandoned, nor a victory obtained which 
* hid not been fpeedily counterbalanced by as important a defeat. 
'the viCtoty of Camden was followed, not by the reduction of all 
tH&fjbuti&rn Provinces, with which the fanguine expectation of the 
AS&ferfcan Secretary then flattered the country, but by the furrender 
/Ofmc victorious army. Fatally fimilar had been our reverfes in 
q|ljp plrefent war fince the capture of Valenciennes, of Conc|e, 
ypjbfooy, Igndrecy, and Toulon ! and even the proclamations we 
temporary pofleflfwn of any conqueft, had refembled 
left in ftyle and fpirit than in total inefficiency as to 
MfA riow equally unforefeen and equally ruinous had been 
iHe jpatra^lon of both the difputcs, How equally unfcleft to our 
t^c ddfeftion of Arnold in throne, of Dqmourier in the 
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other. How much had our comparative ftreogth been 41 ® 
in the American war by the acccffion df face to our eftttnW* 
the prefent* mifeondudt, not to fey the treacherous af#n<Wtpeht & 
Ihe common caufe by our allies , and the warnings art^ predictions 
of the oppofitidn in both cafes, as well as in all points relating t# 
the general events of the war, had been difregarded with ;cqua£ 
contempt, and equally verified bv fubfequent occurrences. Surety* 
fo {hiking a reftmblance in circumftancts fo numerous and fo ilD- 
. portant, that it would almoft feem as if the foimer had been cx- 
prefsly dcligncd by Providence as a beacon to enable us to avoid a 
fimilar misfortune, might have guarded the Councils of this cowvf!j£ 
from again plunging into fo calamitous a fituation. But it 
the weaknefs of human nature to perfift in a favourite plan fcvett 
when its impracticability was become evident to all but its projedfors; 
and in both thpfe unhappy contcfts, though each grew more hopelefs 
in proportion as it advanced, yet was each purfued with fimilar 
pertinacity. The American war was not clofed till 1782, all 
on an enquiry in 1778, into the conduit of General HoWd 
fome of the other commmdcrs, the lefutt was, c< that no ft 
force had ever been fent to fubjugate America ; thpt the pcopl 
were almoft unanimous in their enmity and rcfiftancc to Great Bri- 
tain, and that no fubfequent attempt was likely to be attended with 
better fucccfs than thofc which had already failed. After a figttoft 
of events, the counterpart of thofc which then produced this opi- 
nion, and after the experience of the mifehiefs which enfued from 
the unyielding obftinacy of thofe times, the fame difpofition appears 
ncvcrthelefs to predominate, and threatens to involve us in ftiil 
greater calamities. 

There were feveral other points of fimilarity, Mr. Smith laid* 
ftriking in themfclves, but on which, his moment, he would 
touch but flightly , though he could nbt refolve entirely to oink 
them, as they ferved to complete the parallel and to mark tn$ 
identity of fpirit by which our affairs were conduced. TJg 
lcnce of the memorial prefented to the States General bv Sit Jofegfc 
Yorke was kept in countenance by the treatment which Swecrc!$ 
Tufeany, and Genoa had late}^ experienced. The fame extrava- 
gance in fubfidics had diftinguiftied both; 1,500,000k had been 
then paid for the hire. See . of 80,000 mercenaries, an extravagance 
then ftated by Lord Chatham as unp/rallcled, but which could now 
no longer be fa termed. Similar majorities had alfo emboldened 
Miniftcrs to repeat towards the opponents of lUSr meafures, fa 
identical terms of violent inventive and falfc afperfion- In 17$^ 
the country petitions for o&SDnomv, were faid fy a noble Lordk 
Vol. XL. T t 
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« the laji efforts of an expiring faction. Thofe who refitted the 
fttbjugation of America were reprefented, as the friends of peace 
now are, to aim at the (ubverfion of order and the ruin of property, 
,Oft fumming up the whole, it appeared that the French and Ame- 
rican revolutions had arifen from fimilar caufcs , that fimilar treat- 
ment had united each people ; that the preilnt rcfembled the 
American contcft in its origin and its objeft, in the means em- 
ployed and the effects produced. In equal promilcs of fpeed) fuc- 
cefs, and in equal protraction of their performance — in haughty 
‘andboaftful confidence, and in the moft mortifying and bitter dis- 
appointments ; whjle the total and comph te falfiiiration of every 
pregdi&ion of the then Miniftcr and of every calumny tKw threw 
on their antagonifts, had not prevented the repetition of the L me 
delufions, the fame mifrcprcfcntations, and the fame promifes on 
the prefent occafion. 

From fuch a fimilarity in all points hitherto, lie mud: leave 
everyone, Mr. Smith faid, to deduce his own u>n<Julions. For 
bis part, he could not but think that the only rational one, was to 
Otpcft fimilar confcquences of ultimate difgracc and defeat, which, 
ftottt the greatei ftrength of the enemy With whom we were now 
contending, might be attended with far worfe tfll&s than on the 
former oceafion. For thefc reafons he could not but ftrcnuoufly 
fu^port the motion, and would conclude vith tlic memorable 
words of Sir George Savillc, in hi* addrefs to his conflitucnts on 
the diffolution of Pailiamcnt in 1780, King perfi & ly content to 
{hare with fuch chua&eis the obloquv uniformly thrown on the 


Oppofers of thefc impolitic and fatal fehemes 

Some, faid he, havQ been accufcd of executing the public mif- 
Jbrtynes, nayof having endcavouicd to foii^ai 1 rhetmfehui, that they 
might afterwards raife difeon tents. — I am willing to hope that neither 
hay temper nor lituation i$4ife will be thought iiutuially to urge me to 
promote mifery, d koid, sj&d confufion, cr to exult in the fubveriion of 
order or the ruin of pioperiy. On this melancholy day, I deliver to you 
your flure of a country maimed and we ikentd, its trcafuie la v idled and 
itliffpefft) its honouis faded, it* cjndutt the 1 1 i^hmg-ftock of Europe ; 
but trull not to my report ; look back on the ineafuics w hi' h have been 
rtt&en and appiovcd by Fatliamcnt — ufletf, compaie, and judge for 
yourfehes. . * 

In comparing the pad with the prefent fituation of public affairs, 
one only confolatidn to me remains, that of being able to aflert, that, of 
all themeafures which h«nc proved fo luinous and dtfttuftlve, there has 
been ttO one which I have net refilled to the vuy utmoll of my power.” 

Mr. ADAM rofeand faid, that he differed with the honourable 
gentleman who tti|de the motion. He did not think this was a 
proper time to enter into a negotiation ; for that if the propofal of 
peace were cycn to come at this moment from the French to us, he 
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Should much doubt whether it would « not be dctng«ntai ta our M- 
terefts to accept it ; and even intended as a feriou* injury'to us tf 
acceded to* He had the greateft confidence in the exertions of osar 
navy, which; he doubted not, would always prove the fafegoafd 
.of this nations He faid he thought the honourable gentleman wfto 
made the motion had forgot a part of the addrefs of the Houfe to 
His Majefty, which he defired to be read, (The addrefs was, ip 
•nach of it, read) Mr. Adam then faid, he thought that addrels * 
Was, and ought to be, a direct negative upon the purport of th$ 
prefent motion. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ftated, that he rofe at this period of the 
debate, as he was extremely defirous of taking the earlieft oppor- 
tunity to deliver his fefitiments on the prefent important queftion. 
Before, however. Hating the grounds of his objedtion to the rdo- 
lution moved by the honourable gentleman, and propofipg the 
amendment which he meant to fubmit to the Houfe, he was anx- 
ious that they might be fully in pofleffion, both of the repeated 
declarations of His Majefty, and the fentiments that had bten 
expreffui by Pailiament on former occifions. For this puifyofe, 
he defired the clerk to read a paflage from His Majefty’s fpccch 
of the 2 1 ft of January 1794* ind the anfwcr of the Houfe; and 
likewifc part of the declaration of the 29th Odtober, 1 793, and the 
declaration of the 20th November 1793, at Toulon. He would 
take the liberty to afllrt that there was nothing, either in the fitua- 
tion of the country or of Europe, that ought to induce them in thfc 
prefent moment to depirt from thofc Sentiments repeatedly delivered 
from the Throne and findtioned by that Houfe— fentiments with 
which the refolution that had been moved by the honourable 
gentleman wis entirely inconfiftcnt. He would affirm that there 
was nothing in the prefent fituation of affairs but what called upon 
them to rc[ r it their firm determination to perfevere in the famelitte 
of condudt, and to fhew their convidion that they had not, 6 n 
thofc former occafions, gone beyond the fober and rational pringtfi&Eit 
to which they were invariably bound to adhere. But that 
might be in pofleffion of the prccife nature of that view of the * 
qucftion to which he (hould now call their attention, he fliould 
firft read to them the words of the amendment, which he meant 
to propofe. 

Refolved, that under the prefent circumftancefythis H^uTe feels itfetf 
called upon to declare us dcterinmation firmly and fteadily to luppdrt 
Hib Majefty in the vigorous ptofecuiion of the prelent juft and neceuaty 
war, as affording at this time the only rcafonable expedition of pcjtf|*» 
nent fecurity and peace to this country ; and that for me Attgiuiuent ol 

T t a 
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Uljefe objt&s, this Houfe relies with equal confidence on His Majcfty'* 
intention to employ vigoroufly the foicc and refourccs pf the country in 
fupportof its cnemial interefb ; and on t‘u: defire uniformly mamfefted 
by His ’Majefly to effect a pacification on juft and honourable grounds, 
with any Government in France, under whatever form, 'which (ball ap- 
pear capable of maintaining the accuftomed 1 elutions ot peace and amity 
with other countries. 

It appeared, from His Majefty's declarations, that the form of 
Government with which it would be deemed preferable to treat ir. 
France, was that of a Monaichy. He believed that the fentiment 
was admitted by every man, that the mod defirabk mnfummation 
which could take place in the prrfcnt difordcred ftate of that coun- 
ty would be the rc-eftabliflirncnt of Monarchy. For this pur- 
pofc, it was thought advifable to co-operate with all thofc in France 
Who were friendly to that objert, with a view to employ their aflif- 
tance, either as a means of v. ar or as a channel of peace, and to 
avail ourfclvcs of any opportunity that might offer to facilitate the 
reiteration of Monarchy. The languigc adopted in thefe declara- 
tions was plain and explicit. A monax chi ll Government was not 
held out as the fine qua non, without which no peace could take 
place between the iw’O countries ; no prccifc form of Government 
was pointed out ; no defne had r\cr been cxprelfed to interfere in 
thcintciml concerns of France, till it became ncceffary for us to 
repel .aggrtflion, until we were juitihed by every maxim of expe- 
rience, and every principle of the law of N itions, in oppofing the 
progrefs of a fylltm hoftile to the intcrdls of this country and fafety 
of Europe. The interference which was held out, was only fo far 
as it w r as neccffaiy for our own fecurity, and for the fafety of othqr 
nations. His i\laji fty looked at the French Government only with 
Eriglilb views, and for Englifli purpofes. The declarations only 
went (o the point of the eftabliihmcnt of a Government with which 
i£Jt^ght be pofilbie to ticat with that rcafonablc degree of fecurity 
which* was to be found in every editing fvltcm, with the exception 
only of the new and unexampled order of tilings which had arifen 
France. No man, looking back to the dvdarations through this 
medium, could fail to acknowledge that they wt ic made upon juft 
principles, and from a view of tl c neceflity of the cafe. The 
honourable gentleman had eontendul that no form of Government 
wa« ncceffary to the fecurity of peaie ; that fecuiity was to be found 
only in the inftruttant of treaty. Wc were to treat then, without 
doojkung to the character or ibtc of thufe with whom wc were at 
War I The queftion was, Whether wc would confent to make 
p#C€ ugon terms that did not offer fecuiity, or to rr aintain a contcft 
which he mvift allow to be difficult and Iiazardous i The juftice 
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and the neceffity of the original grounds of die war were aAmtteftj 
by fome gentlemen who thought it advifable to treat under the pre* > 
fent circumftances. The principles of the gentlemen on the qth?r 
lide were very different. They denied that the war had originated 
Jfrom the aggreflion of France, or had been juft or ncceflaiy on the 
*nrt of this country. He would only remark, that they who pro- 
id fuch principles were not likely to bring over others to adopt 
^ u^conclufions. Thofe gentlemen had contended that it was 
equally "proper to treat in the days of Briffot and Robcrfpierrc, in 
thofe periods of blood and confifcation, as under the prefent fyftem 
of modcrantiim. There was no one moment in which they had not 
held the fame principle \ as if, during all the changes which had 
taken place, during the reign of tcrroi and pmfcription, there had 
exifted in France a Government of fufficicnt ftabilitv, of fufficient 
community of intcrcft, of fufficicnt moderation of fentiment, as to 
afford to this country a rational profpeft of fccurity, with refpefl to 
any treaty into which it might enter. There were two objects to 
which it was natural to look from the termination of war ; thefirft 
was fccurity in treating, the ne^t was reparation for the lofs we had 
incurred ; but thegreateft, and that which fuperfeded every queftion 
of reparation, was ncccffarily the attainment of fccurity. Would 
anv man fay that this objeft could be looked for from the prefent 
Government of trance ? Placed in a fituation the revcife of all 
exifting Governments, having deftroyed what conftituted the bond 
of all focicty, diftinftion of claffes and fccurity of property, attempt- 
ing to produce an equality contrary to the jhjiical inequality of 
men ; and to that artificial incquahtv which was calculated to remedy 
the dcfedls of the other, was this fecurit) to be Imped for from a 
Government conftrnetcd upon fuch principles, and avowing its 
difpolition to piopigafe thole principles by all the means of force 
and of artifice, employing every ftratagem to kducc, and ftraining* 
every nerve to compel others into an imitation of its own example . 
and, with refpedl to this country, following up the whole by all* 
adhial declaration of war ? You had profeiled your intentions of 
obferving the moft facud neutrality. To thn r neutrriityyou moft 
ftridlly adhered ; but, inftcad of reaping the reward of jour mode- 
ration, infttad of finding thofe principles of innovation and anarchy 
working, as might naturally have been expc&ed, their own de- 
ftru&ion, they hid, at laft, bioke loofc and iorced the country 
into the war in which it was new engaged. In this fituation of 
things would it be rational, or a comprchenfible objed, to look*t0 
a ftatc of fccurity in peace* without taking into Confideratioa flic 
principles which had produced the danger: The whole* queftion . 
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Was then reduced <0 this 6nc point of fecurity. Either the ftate of 
things in France muft have become fuch as to afford a greater 
profped of fecurity, or the preflure of the war have increafcd to 
fuch a degree, as to render it expedient to treat upon any terms* 
War, he admitted to be the greateft of all evils ; a calamity never 
to be tolerated, where it poflibly could be avoided by any exertions 
of human prudence. The queftion was, Whether the prefent evil 
was greater than the rifque to be incurred by treating for 
For perfons to imagine that they could explore the fecret<w>t Provi- 
dence, pronounce what might be the event of future operations, or 
determine to what point they might be able to contend, he con- 
ceived to be the height of preemption. He affirmed that it was 
Improper to treat irt the prefent moment, unlcfs gentlemen were 
prepared to lay down the general propofition, that the internal ftate 
of the country with which we were at war formed no part of our 
confidcration. It might be afhed, then, in what ftate would it be 
proper to treat? In deciding upon that queftion, he would firft 
judge, from all the circumftanccs before him, whether it was ex- 
pedient to enter into treaty ? And, fccondly, from the general 
principle, not looking to the particular form, whether it was a 
Government of fuch a fort as afforded a reafonable profpeift of fe- 
curity r The prefent fta'c of the French Government was fuch as, 
in his mind, rendered a vigorous profccution of the war preferable 
% to any attempt to negotiate. When he was aiked, with what fort 
of fyftem he fhould ehufe to treat ? He would look to its probable 
authority and ftabiliry ; and he fhould have little hefitation to rejeft 
all propofitions to treat with a fyftem that, fo far from producing a 
liable Grveinmcnt, had only produced a conftant feries of revolu- 
tions, which had now been fufprnded for but little more than fix 
months# Previous to that period, wc had witneffed the fall of 
, J^riffpt quickly fuccceded by that of Robot fpierre, and paving the 
way for the prefect fyftem of modenntifm. At each of thefe pe- 
riods, the gentlemen on the other lide had called for peace ; they . 

• had referred to the object of fecurity as equally to be obtained under 

# the reign of Briflbt and of Robcrfpicrie , they had held them out as 
perfons with whom it was proper to treat, even when they were 
approaching to the period of their extinction. If fuch had been tire 
gejjfcral ftate of France, what was the ground of fuppofing the pre- 

party to be pofllfleJ of more ftrength, or to promife more fta- 
Jfwiry than thofc of BrilTot and Roberfpicrre, by which they had 
preceded r Was the manner in which the pride and paffions 
y tjic populace had •been found to work upon the principle of the 
former £o>«inroent likely to giv&much permanence to the prefect 



fyftemf? Was it a fuffieient grouM oftruftthat they had b<ftnflt 
months railing at a fyftem of cruelty of which they had Hfeeti tfcfe 
principal inftruments ; that they held out a mere name of modem* 
tion ; or had tliought proper fomewhat to relate from the rigour of 
the meafures formerly purfued ? The degree of their moderatioA 
could be eftimated only from comparifon ; they ftill retained the 
4 vftcm of the revolutionary tribunals, not varied in principle, how- 
* /er in mode and degree they might have departed from the atrocity 
f the fanguinary proceedings under the reign of Robcrfpierre. ThO 
nly\?opnd of their {lability was derived from public opinion* 
How that\>perated, had been Rated by a noble Lord (Mornington) 
at the beginning of laft feflion, w irh a force of language and of 
argument which had made too ftrong an impreffion upon the minds 
of thofe who heard him to be readily forgotten. He had then moft 
clearly {hewed the iuflucncc of public opinion, as unfavourable to 
the permanence of the Government, and paving the way for its 
dcftru6tion. He fhould now look at the means of revenue which 
the French pofleflid for carrying on the war. Within the laft year 
and a half, their confifcations had amounted to no lefs a fum than 
three hundred millions. But by what mean* had this extraordinary 
fum been raifed ? Nor from the farther appropriation of the cffe&s 
of the exiled nobility or the proprietors of land who had emigrated, 
but by treating as guilty all thofc who were pofleffed of landed pro- 
perty and had remained in the country. Whether the charge of 
guilt upon which that confifcation had been grounded, had been 
fafely or truly applied, it equally made for his argument ; fince in 
the one point of view, it afforded a ftrong proof of the oppreflion of 
the Government, and in the otlur, of the dhifion of fentiment 
among the people. It would appear, then, what weight w f as due 
to the affertion, that all the French were unin d in one caufe, when 
the great rcfources by which they had been able to cany on the war 
had been derived almoft entirely from the fund of confifcation and 
profeription, and had Lccn the fruits and lurveft of the bloody maf- 
iacres which had maikcdthe ditFercnt pciiods of their revolution. 
Ifthcfe had hitherto formed its principal rtfourccs, in renouncing 
the fyftem of Robcrfpierre, the pref, nt Government had crippled 
their pow r er of a<flion, and deprived themfclves of the means of 
exertioj. What was the (late of their agriculture and commerce ? 
As feme remarks had been made on the authorities from which hr 
had drawn his former ftatemenfs, he begged to fay, tljat the repor- 
ters to whom he now appealed were not thofc who could have any 
good will to him. By the declarations of their own leaders, and 
th? reports of their own Committees, he was juflified in averting 



]$S at- agriculture was extinguifhed and commerce annihilated. If 
4gaift they looked at the general courfe of juftice, notwithilanding 
tile dreadful cruelties committed through the medium of the Revo* 
lutionary Committee, that Committee was Hill allowed to fubfift, 
the very exiftencc of which could not but be regarded by the people 
as an intolerable grievance. If they looked at the ftate of religion, 
he would not fay that they ought not to treat with them becaufe they 
were a nation of atheifts ; God forbid that he fhould include the great 
body of the people under that defeription ; he could not fuppofe jftat.. 
men who had fo readily renounced the religion of their fatbgrS*/ and 
forgotten all the principles in which they had been educated, had 
fo completely extinguilhed the feelings of nature, and fubdued the 
impreffions of confcicncc ; but in that boafted land of liberty they 
IK); longer allowed even freedom of confcicnce or toleration to reli- 
gious fentiment. A propofition had been made again to tolerate the 
Chriftian religion \ they immediately paffed to the order of the day, 
while they teftified the utmoft cagcrncfs to inftitutc a let of Pagan 
feftivals, that by introducing new outturns, they might completely 
efface the impreflion of former principles. He alked whether thefc 
Were not circumftanccs which might afleft probable liability of the 
Government under which they cxillcd r He again afferted that 
the very perfons at the head of that Government, had thcmfelves 
been the leading inllrumenls of the cruelties excrcifed under the 
fanguinary reign of Roberfpierre. He affirmed, that (incc the laft 
means of terror had been abandoned, inflead of any apparent una- 
nimity, there cxillcd, on the contrary, the greareft confufion, di- 
ftradlion and diforder. He did not lav that the prefent Government 
of. France mull ncccttarily fall ; he did not fay that they were ca- 
pable of no melioration \ or that by adopting a more juft, prudent, 
Sind moderate courfe, they might not recommend thcmfelves to the 
affeftion and confidence of the people ; he only faid, that the period 
of fuch a change had not yet arrived, and that before we could ex- 
pe<5i to treat with fecurity, we ought at leall to w ait for the return 
of fuch circumftances as would afford us a moral probability of fuc- 
Cefs. Befidcs, even if we were difpofed to treat, what affurance 
had wo of their pacific difpofitions totvat Is this country ? Had we 
riot*- on the contrary, reafon to believe, from palpable inference, 
and from the teftimony of fa&s, that they were tlill a&uatgd by a 
|pmt of hoflility to all regal Government, and particularly to that 
bf England ? Had we not reafon to believe, .that if they Ihould be 
jfidtiqcd to ncgoctatc in the prefent moment, they w’ould treat with 
,np other view than to their own advantage and the ruin of this 
^aottntry ? Thfcur fyftcm held out an univtofal code, by which their 



'i S '* 1 




own was rcprefcnted as the only lawful government 
other form profcribed as unlawful. Such was the gropn 4 &{W 
which they had undertaken the war. Could they be/uppofed to 
be weary of c irrj ing it on, except from the difficulties Vfhieh they 
might luve c *pcritnced in the \ Jfecution ? 

They hid fUtcd tint they dc'ircd peace with fomc Powers* only 
in order to ruin otheis, and afterwards involve in the fame deftruc-* 
tion thofe vuv Powers to whom thc\ fliojld be difpofed to grant & 
•hv^t-lh cd tnn juiility. Thtv would t xercife their moderation to 
tfollattu,*andjderve thui vinhdive principles for Great Britain* 
Could fuch djfjxjfiiions either gi/c fecurity to peace, or render it of 
long continuance ? It had b eu llatcd, tbit the decree of the 19th 
of November In 1 been nncalul. lie did not know that this was 
the cifc , buf 1 decree had been paffed, of the 13th of April, milk- 
ing it death for m, mm to p r opofe a pc ice with a nition, unlefeit 
fliall firil acknowledge the Republic of FrmccOnc and Indivifiblc* 
upon the pi »x ipks of I lhi 1 ty and T qtuduy . Tht y were not merely 
fitisfud with 1 priCi *1 aJ novli ^ment (*c fetio \ they required 
an acknowledge ment < f ] linwpl tK juu . If thoL* principles w r ere 
admitted to te of unn if il ipphcation, weretlcyto be excluded 
from any other StaU, or could they be admitted, without at the 
fame time an acknowledgement of the ufurpition and injuftice of 
ever) other Government ? Such w is the prtliniinny winch muft 
ever precede a propofal to ti cat , and if pi ice fhould be made, (he 
would lay ahde the conlidcration of the terms, though in propoition 
to their acaflion of ten noiy, they might be expefted to rife in their 
demands) w r crc they prepuid to look to the fituation of hj ing open 
the country to all the cnull irics of Fiance, to renew thofe attempts 
again*! the cxifting Givunment in which they had been fo active 
previous to the commencement of the war ? The honourable gtntle- 
man conten led that there cxifted no danger from any internal com- 
motion. Did he fupnofo th it dure was nothing to awaken and re* 
kindle the < mbers of that fusion which he conceived to be extin- 
guished r If fudi were the c tfo, it w is evident that the Houfe, from 
their late con Juft, did not agree in that feJing. If then a peac»' 
weic to be mi le, it would produce, not a ftate of confidence ana 
tranquillity, but of vigil nice and fufpieion. Were the country to 
difarm, few, he fuppofed, would be inclined to appiove of that 
ternativc ; on the othei hand, they could not remain armed without 
giving up in a certain degree, that pitch of force, to which they had 
brought the exertions of the country, and retaining an eftabliflimcnt 
burdcnfoine to peace and ineffectual to war. It was {mpofliblp for 
an^ human being, in the prefent circumftances, to fuppofe a ftate of 
' Vol.XL. Uu * 
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peace ; U muft be a fate of Etching each other, of inquie- 
of diftruft, merely a fhort truce, a ftate of partial inaflivity 
arid interrupted rcpofc. In fuch a peace there could be no fccurity ; 
it was expofed to fo much hazard, doubt, and danger, that no m in 
could poffibly look to it, except the exhaufted ftate of our rcfourccs 
was fuch as to exclude the poflibitity of farther exertion. The 
queftion was not, whether we ftiould make our option between 
peace and war, but whether wc ftiould make our option between a 
wdr attended with great difficulties and confiderablc preffurc, and 
a peace without fecurity ? He would now fay a few woids \yji-V rc- 
fpe£l to what the honourable gentleman had ftated of the fditive fi- 
tuation of the two countries. He had contended that the *cf< urccs 
of France were not exhaufted, while he magnified them as fo cx*ra- 
^ ordinary and fo difficult to be borne. But that honourable gt ntle- 
man, who fwept off millions from the Expenditure of I'rancc, had 
added them with as rough a hand to the account of this country. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ftated the exponces of the two 
years of the war 1793 and 1794, to amount to about twenty -five 
millions, and tlic capital to be created to about thirty. This emu- 
lation differed from the ftalcment which had been made by the ho- 
nourable gentleman, who had fet down the cxpcnccs of the war at 
fixty, and the capital at feventy millions only, in older to (hew that 
we had now come to a fituation m which our rcfourccs would no 
longer ferve us to carry on the wai . But what was the rcfult of the 
comparifon ? While we, during thefe two years, had been fpending 
thirty millions, the Expenditure of the French, even from their own 
ftatement, amounted to not left, than two hundred and fifty. The 
means from which this immenfe expenditure had been fupplied, had 
been attended with the defolation of the mterijrof the country, the 
cxtin&idn of agriculture, and the annihilation of commerce. In 
thefe circumftanccs, could they be fuppofed to be able to fpend two 
hundred and fifty millions more eafily than we thirty ? To fuch a 
degree had the difeount upon their paper increaftd, that one time 
it loft eighty-five per cent. The honourable gentleman faid, you 
had been told the fame thing laft year, and that therefore no atten- 
tion was to be paid to this fort of rcafoni *g. Was this to be con- 
fidtred as a fair inference ? Was it poflible that a country (houlA 
'be profccute a war where die rcfources by which it was fup- 

were rapidly decaying, though at the fame time, this rapid 
dedtf' might form no conclufive argument as to any prccife period at 
thofe rcfourccs ftiould be entirely exhaufted ? No brilliant fuc- 
W*, noacquifition of territory, was fufficient to compenfate this in- 
decay of refourcefc The honour4ble gentleman had fated t|ie 
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immenfe extent of the French empire, from the Baltic to Gibraltar* 
and after ha\ ing afligned it fuch enormous limits, had with no great 
advantage to his own pofition, affirmed it at the fame time, to be* 
condenfed and concentrated. The balance of refources w as as much 
in our favour againft France, as the balance of acquifitions was in, 
the favour of Franco againft other countries. 

‘ Thnc were two or three other points, on which he wifhed <0 
tuuJ?. It might be afkcd, what force we Ind to oppofc to that of 
France ' Me vuank! anfwer, an increafcd force on the part of this 
country. It had been ftated by their own leaders, either that the 
French foict now on foot muft be diminifhed, or that their effort* 
mufl 1 ctxhauflul. It would probably depend on the refolution and 
fiuniKf* of that llo k, whether the Emperor might not be enabled 
to biing fuch a foict into the field, as would rtndcr it impoflible for 
the French to relax in thrir cxcitions. lie adverted to a mode of 
qutflioning adopted by the other fide. One gentleman afked, Whe* 
ther wo expedul .1 counter- revolution ? Another, Whether we l\ili 
hojcdto be able to conquer Fiance ? And, a third, When we in- 
tended to march to Paris ? lie rcmaikcd that ridicule had unjuftly 
been attached to thi® laft c> predion of his honourable friend, Mr. 
Jenkinfon, who at the time that he made ufc of it, cxprefsly ftated 
the nppuhenfions of the Convention, that 'the combined armies 
might be able to penetrate to Paris ; and w hat to them Was a ground 
of fear, was to us certainly a ground of hope. By a mode of ar- 
guing, not unufual with gentlemen on the other fide, who firft ftatc 
pofnions in order that they afterwards may combat them, Minifters 
had been chaiged witli looking to the conqucft of France. They 
had never held out any fuch objc£t ; they had only profeffed their 
hope of making fuch an impuflion upon the interior of that country* 
as might lead to a fecurc and ftablc pe*cc , and of being able, by 
the afliftance of thofc wcll-difpofed pcrlons who were enemies to the 
preferit fyftcm, to eftablifh a government honourable to them and life 
to ourfelvcs. If a change had taken place in the government of 
Prance, which rendered it more expedient for us to treat in the 
prefent than at a former period, he would afk if nothing had been 
gained ? We were now in a fituation lefs remote from that in which 
we might be able to treat with fecurity. It had been urged that 
we ought to have let France alone. What was the confcquence of 
neutrality but to produce aggreflion ? But now that war had been 
two years carried on, the dctcftable fyftem of their Government had 
fubfiejed into a ftatc of lefs flagrant atrocity. I|had been laid that 
• all France, to a man, was united for a Republic, What was meant 
phrafe of a Republic ? Was it merely a name at the tog of a 
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ifwet of paper ? Was their defire of a Republic to be gathered from 
their fbbrfiiffion to the tyranny of Roberfpierre ? Was their unani- 
imty-to be inferred from the numerous proferiptions and maflacrc9 
of Fcderalifts and Royalifts ? The Chancellor of the Exchequer pro- 
ceeded to recapitulate the general grounds on which he had oppofed 
the original refolution, and the motives from which he had been in- 
duced to bring forward this amendment. Peace was not obftru&ed 
by any form of Government; but l>\ a confuluation of the inter- 
nal circumfiances of France. He n nvi bed that the ic hcuiLfyiTgrcat 
mifconftru&ions and mifeonceptinns with refpc£* tb u \\J?at he had 
flated oh former occa (ions to be his fentiments, as to the m-cftablifh- 
ment of Monarchy, which he by no means wiffied to be confidcrcd 
as a fine qua non to the attainment of ] cace, and therefore he had 
not contented himfelf with barely negativing the rtfoliuion, but bad 
been induced in the amendment to iubftit ito that language which, 
in his mind, it became P.irli iment to employ, as beft adapted to 
the fubject. There was one other confideration to which he fiiould 
advert, namely, that the attempt toticat, though not likely to be 
fuccefsful, would yet be attended with advantage, both in France and 
this country. In France it was urged It would at lcaft have the ef- 
fect to (hew that we were difpnfcd to treat. If it were wife to tieat, 
tins certainly would be an adv'.ntagc ; but fuch a condufl, inftend 
of forwarding peace, would only be productive of danger, it would 
lead to a propoluion of terms from France, elated by its recent acqui- 
sitions, which it would be imp< »flihlc for this co'intiy to accept. 
And he traded that his honourable friend (Mr. Wilbcrforce), who 
had, he conceived, gonj too far in his proportions with rcfpetf to 
peace on a former occafion, would he convinced, upon his own 
principles, that as the difficulty increafed, any propoluion to treat 
in the prefent moment would have the clFcdt to encourage the ene- 
my, and to bury the remains of oppoficion in France. In this coun- 
try it would have the effeft to fink the fpiiit of the people, and to 
tell them that it was right to look for peace, though it was impof- 
fible to look for fecurity ; it would be to infinuatc a doubt of the ir 
zeal, ^nergy and courage, and to add to the depreflion already pro- 
duajjf Ijy a fucceffion of misfortunes and a fericsof mifreprefentations. 
Trkt honourable gentleman had faid, that if his propolition to treat 
mould not in the event be fuccefsful, he would then fupport the war. 
wgon what ground could he fupport a war which he had in the firft 
igJRancc conceived to be neither neccffary nor juft ? But till the pe- 
feould arrive at which it would be poflible to treat with a rai- 
jtional profpe<ft of fedutiiy, and a degree of, at leaft, probable, ad- 
vtytejjjk/ ftfy and Jhoft ,wfco thought with him* muft coming ta 
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fupport a war, of the juftice and neceffity of which they were firri% 
perfuaded, and which they could not, in the prefent moment, aban- 
don without a faciifice of their opinion, their confiftency, an4 thdt 


honour. # 

Sir WILLIAM YOUNG faid, that he knew of no regular form 
of Government in France, to induce us to ncgociatc jrith them for 
/the purpofo of peace. If any country in the world ought to be averfe 
to di (honourable peace, finely this was the c( untry, in poifdlion of 
abundant rdomccs, while France was completely exhaufted. In 
the and third requifitions, of that furious people, they 

forced up all the internal ftrengfti and property in fuch a manner* 
tint not all their plunder, even the riches of Holland, would ever 
be able to counter-balance it. The French armies had been hither- 
to col levied by terror, and, as they had now difarined thcmfelvasof 
th it wcipon, they could not collet luch armies in future. He was 
alvvajs tor a declaration fucli as the amendment contained ; and la- 
mented that a diolaiation had not been made fooner. There could 
be n ) an doay Ixtwtwn the American war, a war w r ith out own Tub* 
jt Is, ani the jrefent war. The French, who went to afiift the 
Americans, had brought back with them all the principles of the 
anarch} ulnch th v afterwards introduced into their own country. 
The way in which the original motion was put did not altogether 
coincide with his fentinunts, but ncvirtliclefs he (hould have been 
inclined rather to hau given his vote for it, all circumftances con- 
fidcred, than to have given it an abfolute negative. But the amend- 
ment which had been piopoLd b> the light honourable gentleman 
who had juft iat down, fo perfeeth accoidcd with his ideas, that he 
w is h ipp\ in lu\ ing the honoui of ftconding it. 

Mr. T. W. COKE declared himfelf an advocate for peace, lc* 
the proportion come fiom wh >m, or in what fhape it might* 
Every man in this countiy he bill' vt d to be fo, except the immecH-^ 
ate connections and A pendents of Mmiftcrs, contradtors and jobbers, t 
who profited by the wu. hor the difficulty of obtaining it they had 
only the Minified affertion, which the Houfe ought not to take for 
pi oof. The people had been deluded inm an approbation of the vfrar 
in the firft inftance, but h id at length feen their error. The Mini- 
(tor, lie hoped, did not take his infoimation that the war was popu- 
lar from a right honoui able gentleman near him (Mr. Windham.) 
If he did, that gentleman would fo^n be able to inform him, that 
the people of Norwich were againft the war. Indeed, all the peo- 
ple in the county of Noi folk, felt the danger to which the coaft wa* 
>expofcd by the French getting pofllflion ot Holland, t and wUhed for 
puce. The experiment of trying to ob&in it could do no harm, 
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Olid might do much good* If it fhould fail, the confequencc would 
be uniting the heart and hand of every Englishman fra \igoroy9 
protection of the war. Any proportion finding ro accelerate peace, 
Jbould have hi> fupport, without regard to perfonab attachments. 
How great his attachment was to a right honourable gcntlcmin, 
(Mr- Fox) whufc Counfcls, if followed, would have fived the 
Country from the lofs and difgracc in which it h»d been involved, 
be had no need to fiate upon this occaiion. Of that great and illuf- 
trious ftatefman, the manly mind and uni i vailed talents vo^liown 
to the Houfe, and to the Public, and ri intend fli 1 ! moie confpicu- 
ous by his difinterefted conduit, in times of gCnu il corruption. 
The day was not far diflant, wlun he would be c ’lied upon by the 
public voice, to favc the nation from the ulamitics which the mif- 
condudl of others threatened to bung upon it. 

Mr. YORKE faid the honourable gentk man who moved the 
prefent queftion, contended, that the cutting Gov(rmncnt of 1 ranee 
ought rot to hinder our ncgociation lor jt.ee. 1 wo queftions na- 
turally life out of this — Firft, Yv \ other . nv peace that can he had 
from Fnnee, in the pufent jollutc of affdrs, can be good, fo as 
to give us hopes of its duiat’on ? bicond, Whether in our o\eiturcs 
of peace we aie lil cly to meet {needs at all > The honourable gen- 
tleman was not a greater advocate for pc we thin he was. He gave 
bis vote for Mr. Pitt’s amendment, and he never gave a vote with 
greater plcafure in his life ; bteanfc he net enly thought the waiji.lt 
and ncceflan , but the n oft fo of any war that cvci we wuceng ged 
In. He mult at the lame time fay, that it has hen unfit presented, 
and that circumftance has led the j eople aftiay vviih legard to its ob- 
ject. The people conceive the oh j cl to be the reftoiation of Mo- 
narchy in France. The ohjtfi of the war, he contended, was fecu- 
*rfcy, and the bringing that deluded people, the Trench, to their 
right fenfes. The prelent f) fie m of Trance aimed at the diffolution 
of all foreign powus : no fccurity can be then had with fucha Go- 
vernment. How gie.'t the ftupidity and infatuation! Europe to 
Jock tamely on, and let fuch a Pate flourish to their own diffolution ! 

' Can the fitates of Germany fee France in t s e poflefl'on of fuch cx- 
, tent of territory, and not three her to retire into hcrfelf* But again, 
Jf wcjponfidcr the reduced ftatc of the internal affairs of the French, 
we J^Il obfirve them on the brink of ruin. Let us take care then 
, wl|jpier by fuch a vote we do not give France refources for another 
f Campaign, by increafing the value of aflignats ? With regard to the 
french fjitem, it was faid to be changed? No change of fjftem, 
; that can give any rcafonable hopes to the Houfe, in fuch a negotiation, 
j?|a4 taken place* They call thcmlelves Moderates, but it is only 
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a pretext to # covir their defigns. Will any Ortc fey# $hat in feme 
' future time, this revolutionary Government may not, did we accede 
to anv pacific accommodations, feize the opportunity when our fleets 
fj and (hips arc fc ittered abroad again, to begin hoftiliries. His idea 
was, that the french Republic was a military ftate ; and unlefewe 
counteract and crulh this monftcr, by a grand alliance, he feared it 
would over-run all Europe. With fuch a vaft revenue, fuch a 
powerful navy, andrefources of all kinds, ought we to degrade the 
fpiiit of our anccftors, and adopt the expedient of fuing for peace? 
Let us compare the confcquences of the prefent war, with thofe of 
the AmcriKrfr t. .«•. Arc any of our territories captured > Is our trade 
injured ? In the prefent ftiugglc, wc might rely with confidence on 
our powerful nftvy^and brave loldieis , and the contcft would, he 
hoped, in the end, bw crowned with fuer ds. 

Mr. POWYS faid tint all the aigumtnts had been fo entirely 
exhaufted by the Ciuncdlor of the Exchequer, th it he rofe not to 
attempt repeating any ot them, but to da'lan. his opinioh more ex- 
plicitly thin by 1 fiLnt vote. The) who hid taken an aftive part 
in fupporting the w lr at its commencement, ought not now to 
flu ink from their foimci opinions, becaufe the fucccfs hid not been 
eqml to their hopis. He complimented Mr. Grey on the extnor- 
dinny candour widi which he h id bi ought forward his motion , but 
fiid he w n fo dull as not to comprehend the definite meaning of 
the words, or the confcqutnccs expected from it, if it were to be 
adopted. The Houfc had ufed no term io ftrong as that the e'rift- 
^cncc of thepiefcnt Government of Fiance, if the name of Govern* 
ment wus not difgnccd by bung fo applied, ought to preclude a 
ficgoci ition. Its tvifttOve was only an obfiaelc to negociation, al- 
though an obftacle, in his opinion, infurmountahlc at prefent. Gen- 
men who t liked of piopofing peace, ought to ftate w r hat terms of 
peace, if rcje&cd by France, would unite every hand and hcait in 
this country. He admitted that thcic was no near profpe&of file- 
cefs ; but that had alwa)S been the opinion of thole who oppofed the 
war, and wanted this country to join hands in amitj with hands im- 
brued in the blood of their Sovereign. The Dutch had attempted 
to ncgociatc for peace, and while they were attempting it their coun- 
try had been over-run. He Ihould be ferry to apply harih terms 
to an unfortunate ally/ but the lofs of Holland, he feared, was ft* 
be imputed to a mean and mercenary fpirit of calculation. He in- 
filled that the war was a contcft for our exiftcoc/* as a nation, and 
that were our rcfources to fail, we muft ftill continue H# although 
we Ihould be able to do nothing but Site with our teeth. *'4%, 

Mr, WILBERFORCE that the debate ha 4 chiefly 
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Oti two points, on both of which he fhould feel it neccflary to trouble 
ftie Houfc for a few moments : firft, the general fubjedt, whether 
the exiftcnce of the prefent form of Government in France ought 
alone to preclude a peace with France, if it could be effected on 
fair and honourable terms : and fccondlv, the quefiton had been ar- 
gued, as involving what had been the fubject of debate on the firft 
night of the feflion ; namely, whether it was, on the whole, for the 
intcrcft of this country, under the prefent circumftanccs, to make 
peace, or continue the wai ? 

With regard to the firft of thefe points, he ftafed, jthat on read- 
ing the terms in w'hich the motion of the honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Grey) was exprefled, he had been fomewhat afrai *• 'Icfl it fhould 
be confidered as implying, that provided it fhuuld pafs, Miniflers 
would be obliged immediately to offer \ eice, or, at beft, to accept it, 
if it were offered. This was a queftion on which the fenfe of Pai- 
liament had been taken very lately ; and for this rtnfon, he rathtr 
wifhed that other terms of a more genual ddci iptlon had been 
adopted, which might not feem again to propolc to the Iloufc a 
queftion on which it had already decided. He ?dd< d, that he 
fhould himfclf, therefore, mo\c a refolution, not liable to the lame 
objection, and which would be found to go preufely to the point on 
which it was ftated, that it was pedic nt now to declare the opinion 
of the Houfc. He then read his motion, which w r as to the follow- 
ing purport — “ Thit the e\iftcnce of an> particular form of Govern- 
u ment in France, ought not to preclude fuch a peace between the 
u two countries, as both in itfelf, and in the manner of effecting 
u it, fhould be otherwife confident with the fafety, honour, and 
u intereftsof Gicit Britain.” 

Whatever differences of opinion has been exprefled during the 
prefent debate, he congratulated the Houfc and the Country, how- 
ever, that there appeared a general coneuriencc in one particular, 
namely, that it was expedient tint the Itoufc of Commons fhould 
come to a folemn declatation th it the exiftencc of any particular form 


of Government ought not alone to preclude a peace, w r hich fhould 
be otarwife fafe and honourable. The fame rcafons which ren- 
dfafefftt proper to make any fuch declaration at all, rcafons grounded 
OO&e effc&s it was likely to produce both in France and in Eng- 
Jfctad, rendered it equally ncceffary that it fhould be exprefled in the 
$e*reft and moft explicit terms : he could not fay that the motion 
M his right h™*oui*abIe friend (Mr. Pitt) met his wifhes in this par* 
jjtoiW. In the firft place, there was fomething a little indefinite 
^ tfijrms “ fuch a Govfernmgpt as fhould be capable of main- 
lining the relations of lenity and pfece#” It was a charge wc had 
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„ always made againft a French Republic, (a chaigG fer which fyfr 
frankly declared he feared there was but too much gfWftdj that fil 

| its cafe we could not poflefs that fccurity for the continuance of 
peace and amity, which we poflefled in the cafe of ordinary Govern- 
ments. This opinion he did not mean now to retrjiA ; and if not, 
whilftonr general terms implied that we might make peace With* 
French Republic, the conditions with which they were coupled Vir- 
tually did away moft of their efledh If, when a doubt was thus 
thrown upon the real amount of the conceflion now made, we were 
to have roenyrf^for its folution to the arguments and the language 
of ihofe byVhom the conctflion was made, we fliould come to no 
ye x) fatisfa<3bty^onclufion \ loth the cnc and the other proceeding 
upon the ground oilhc nceeflity of our effecting a complete change 
of the whole f> (lem of Government in Fiance ; but farther tliaa 
this, the motion profefled to fj eak evaffly the fame language as 
had been always held, and to mean nothing more than what His 
Majefty hid uniformly cxpiefled lincc ihc commencement of die 
war : now, it wa> undeni ible th it, whether tightly or wrongly, with 
reafen or without, His Majcfty's meaning had been under flood to 
be difll rent from that the prefen t motion was defigned to convey, and 
it was even for the avowed purpofc of removing prejudices which 
were acknowledged to have greatly prevailed, that his honourable 
fiicnd’s motion was now brought forward. He would not goat 
large into the caufes from which thefe opinions concerning the in- 
tentions of Government, in refpedt to the objedt of the war, had 
proceeded: he muft notice, however, one or two particulars. In 
His iVajcms Dccl,uatiun f of October, 1793, it was fhteji, 
“ That he f< It addition d fathfu£lu»n from the hope of finding in 
“ the other Powers engaged with him in the common caufe, fend- 
tl ments and views pcifciSUy conformable to hit owm.’* T he fame 
declaration of conformity with our allies, was generally held foijth 
ii> other places. It was therefore natural for any perfon in England, 
and dill more in France, who (hould wifh to judge of the intentions 
of Great Britain, to couple with her dtclaiadon of her intentions, 
the manifeftos of the other combined Powers. The text of ours 
was not fo clear as not to require a comment. What fort of if 
comment did it receive from other manifeftos, ifTued by the Powers 
in conjunction with whom we wrere acting \ thofc, for inftancc, of 
the emigrant Princes, of General Wurmfer, and of the Emperor, 
not p inlift on thofc of the King of Pruflia and the Emprefs of Ruf- 
Tflry Two of thefe went diftindtly to thecomplete reftitudon of the * 
old Government ; the third, not quite fo for 5 but even that aWJ- 
lifhed almoft every thing which had been eftablilhed fine© the begf 4 * 
Vot.XL. X x 
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ttiflg of the revolution. Thefe jarring declarations certainly ren-- 
derfed it defirable, if we meant now to fay any* thing .which (hould 
dear up a point on which mifconccptions had before prevailed, that( 
the rtoufe (hould do it in fuch a manner as would .perfcflly anfwer 
the purpofe : Mr. Wilberforce’s words did, the other did not, come 
Up ‘to this description ; it could not be contended that the latter were 
fo perfectly clear, that they could not be mifunderftood, becaufe^n 
fa<ft they had been mifunderftood. It was affirmed by Minifters 
thcmfelves, that they were the fame words which had been ufed for 
the Lift two years ; and it was alfo confcffcd, thirty had been fo 
mifeonftrued, as to lender a farther explanation now i^ccflary. 

The motion, however, had been treated ajfc rt s involving, to- a 
confiderablp degree, the fame queftion which had been agitated on 
the firft night of the feffion ; and here he fliould begin, by remark- 
ing, that his honourable friends always forgot, throughout the 
whole of their rcafonings on his arguments in favour of peace, that 
he had always declared that w r c w'erc in a fituation in which we had 
only a choice of evils , he did not now, nor did he before, contend, 
that peace, when effefted, would be attended with fo much com- 
fort and fecniity, as under the circumflanres of oidinary Govern- 
ments , but the true queftion was, whether, all things confidcrcd, 
if it could bctfftdted on fair tcuns, and in an honourable manner, 
it was not to be preferred to the continuance of the war ? And ftill 
more, whether, if we continued the w T ar, the country might not 
very probabl} be compelled htrcifter to make a peace, liable to the 
fame evils and dangers which w r ere likclv to rcfult from this, but in 
■fuller meafure, and under worfe cirunnftanccs. Whit was the 
great danger which had been ftated as likely to follow* from the 
making of peace ? The mifehiefs which would probably rclult from 
the endeavours of our enemies to foment our internal di {contents. 
To this he would reply, anfwcring at the fimc time the argument 
of an honourable fritnd oppofife to him (Mr. Powys), that if we 
Were now to make peace, we fliould do it whilft the minds of the 
jnafsof our people were in gener d quiet, and well difpokd to Go- 
vernment ; anvl as for tire difaffixlcd, the force which the country 
* Wat capable of bringing into aflion, bv the many volunteer corps 
which had been raifed, would be fufficiciitl) great to prevent any ap- 
Wehenfions ; but if, from our continuing the war one or two uafs 
'longer with but indifferent fucccfs, which muft be considered as a 
fafe not altogether improbable, the bulk of the people of this coun- 
try (hould grow clamorous and difeontented, then, indeed, we fliould 
be in a fltuation wherein we could neither be able to can s <n uAi 
fufEcicnt vigour, nor to make peace with real fecial ry ; thefe 
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there would be, indeed, reafon to apprehend danger from the de~ 
figns of fadious and bad men operating on the minds of an irritated 
I and oppreffed multitude, who, vre all knew, were ready enough to 
be milled, and to aferibe all their {ufFeri ngs to any caufe to which it 
was faid they w r ere to be attributed. But much ftrefs, on this as on 
a former night, had been laid on the humiliation of our noyr en- 
^figing in a negotiation for peace ; and here, Mr. Wilbtrforce dc- 
'CUred, that he muft fiankly confefs tliat lu felt the force of his 
right honourable friend’s appeal to him, on what had lately pafled 
on the Conr«n<4jt. Certainly, it was not a moment to attempt a 
peace, whcAan enemy was* triumphant ; but the Houfc, and the 
country, ana J ] JEurope, would know that the propolitions for 
peace had been maue in that Houfc, before any of the events al- 
luded to hid taken place ; and'he could not help adding, that per- 
haps if Parliament’s meeting on the day on which it had been ori- 
ginally fummoned, had afforded him the opportunity of making his 
motion at thrt period, and if the Houfc had then agreed to it, the 
misfortunes which had fincc happened, might have been prevented, 
or at lcaft might not have happened in an equal degree : but with 
rcfp< <fl to this charge, that he was humiliating the country, he was 
glad to take this opportunity of explaining himftlf: he had never 
meant, if his motion had been accc ded to, that w-e fhould fend an 
Ambaffador to Paris to treat for peace ; his idea was, that Govern- 
ment fhould employ Come piopcr perfon (and fucb, be conceived, 
were always to be found) to intimate to the Government of France, 
that, provided they were really difpoftd to make peace, on equitable 
and honouiablc terms, and that the t ufineis w r ould be fo conduced 
as, in the manner of effecting it, to be difcrcditablc to neither party. 
Great Britain would be ready to meet them halt w iy. The great 
re ifon;he fhould repeat, wh) he thought we could now make peace, 
without humiliation, was, that vc were e\idently capable of making 
vigorous exertions in the profecution of tlie war. The notoriety of 
this tiuth muft prevent their conduct fiom being mifeonflrued , but 
when it was urged to him, that the line of conduct he had before re- 
commended was likely to humiliate this country, he muft ftatc thzf, 
there was at lcait one ciicumftance of humiliation from w r hich it muft 
.be exempt, and to which the oppufitc line might eventually l« 
liable. Should we fucceed in our endeavours at drawing into action 
a number of French malcontents, might we not be compelled, if a 
counter revolution fhould not be effected, to leave them expofed to 
the vmdidUve malice of their enemies , and what humiliation coul^ 
appear fo great as this to die feelings of every generous mind i 
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. His right honourable friend had argued ftrongly on the greater 
danger of making peace than continuing war. One grand rcafon 
why he could not be of this opinion, in addition to thofc already 
urged, was, that he thought a counter revolution more likely to 
take place, if peace fliould be made, than during the continuance 
of war. 

He would aflign a few of the reafons on which this pcrfuafiori ^ 
was grounded. In the firft place, mc ought fiirly to confidcr what 
effedt was likely to be produced on the French rut ion hy the macks 
of foreign Powers, who were believed to be end*' \\ A\wmv to force a 
Government on them. This, on the general princip\/s of human 
nature, muft be lively to produce refinance in lk t more 

particularly in the cafe of tl c Frcnrl), who arc cert tinly a Lgh-fpi- 
rlted people. He would not go fo far as to fay that the oj ait ion 
of this principle had been futh, as to product, in favour ot their 
ownfyfiem, any thing of a pcntral inthuliafin throughout the coun- 
try, the prevalence of which in France w>as fometimes aflerted and 
fometimes denied, but there was re alon to h Lev c that it was in 
no finall degree to be afciibcd to that firikny circumii ini e, tint all 
the various armies of the Ripubh in c/ir\ qinrtcr of tint Vuft eir- 
Cnmfertnct which they lined, prtlhd out vigoroufly ngainft the ex- 
ternal enemy which was oppofed to them , there \ure few or no 
delations ; and however people might be forced l>) ttrroi to enter 
Into the army, it was but too evident that when once entcicd, they 
were actuated by one common principle of f\ mpathv . U, us thuc 
was good reafon to believe, it was this powafil principle wlmh 
kept the nation, and ftill more, which kipithc cr mis mired, 
When this fliould be no more, a prmci] lc of di (union and lilaxation 
would be introduced. The capital was Pile 1 with conflicting fic- 
tions ; thefe would feverally endeavour to driw be dies of the army 
’to their fide, and, as had often happened under flmilar cucum^ mces, 
the mod dangerous detentions w< i M piob.ibl) enfue. He then re- 
ferred to a pamphlet lately pubhflied bv an intelligent and wcll-in- 
fot&cd author, who fluted, that from the b< tl accounts he could ob- 
tain, the difpofitions of the French mijht be thus detailed: They 
abhorred the emigrants ; they detefled the combined Powers, bccaufc 
rajy believed thefe meant to force on them their old Government ; 

# ittd ftext to thefe two, they hated the Convention. Now, was it 
a clear confequence, from thefe fads, that fo long as we conti- 
ued the preffureof external war, in conjunction with the comlWd 
bwers, and fliil more hy employing regiments of emigrants, we 
presented their hatred of the Convention from having any fcopc or 
operation ; whereas if peace Wqj made, thefe two more powerful 
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hatreds would ceafe, and no longer countera&itig the third, it 
would be left to produce its full effett, He drew alio feme argu* 
ments for the probability of a counter revolution, if pcacedhould 
have been efFefted, from the ftatement of the prefent fituation of 
France, which had been made by his right honourable friend ; 
ftatements which, he believed, were but too accurate. If com- 
, Tierce, if agriculture, were no more ; if the adminiftration of juftice 
<&d ceafed ; if religion had been almoft aboliihed ; was a country* 
in fuch a date of things, likely to remain in a condition of internal 
tranquillity-? He enlarged on this topic, infilling that the want of 
the religiou^ principle would then be felt, in its effefts on the civil 
and domcftic fluppinefs and tranquillity of the countiy. During the 
continuance of war alfo the nation, as was the cale of every coun- 
try, would be more patient under its fufferings, believing they were 
only temporary ; but this by no means proved that they would 
quietly fit down under them in a ftateof peace. 

He then argued concerning a fyftem of moderation, and main- 
tained that lie had never contended in favour of the principle on 
which it was introduced, or of the motives of the perfons by whom 
it was pradifed ; but only that it was likely topre\cnt that co-opc- 
ration from within ngainft the 1 rench Government, which we might 
orherwife have looked for, bccajufc it infufed a hope of better days, 
and would render thofe who had already futfered fomuth, difpofed 
rather to acquiefce in the fond expectation, than to begin anew the 
work of ovu turning their Government. Here alfo he obferved on 
the difeouragement it nuiftaffoid to all the malcontents, when, on 
reviewing pall trail! act ions, and from them drawing inferences as to 
the futuic, they fhould obferv e the dnfeient fituation of afifairs in 
winch they would now have to aflift their caule, from the fituition of 
the year before, when there had bun fuch a multitude of infurrec- 
tions in the interior, which were now rcprelTert, and when thefc had 
been aided by the attack from without of a powerful confederacy, 
which was now fo much weakened. Mr. Wilbcrforce declared, 
that fo ftrong was his imprcflion that a counter revolution was more 
likely to happen, if the comprcffion of the exscind enemies of 
France ffiould be withdrawn, tlun now when it was fo much relax- 
ed, he declaicd lie was not without very thong hopes of a material 
change in the Government of that country. He begged alfo that 
r might be remarked, that if a counter ’evolution were to happen, 
*ithy>utour aftive co-operation, it would be a very different thing 
o us from one which we had ban the means of producing : in the 
latter cafe, he muff fairly alk, would it not probably, however dc- 
firablc in pthcr views, pledge this country in honour to guarantee it f 
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And might not this embroil us in French affairs for an indefinite 
period r He wiflicd, in particular, that this coniidcration might be 
ferioufly weighed by thofe who objected to making peace, btcaufe it 
would not be a ftate of complete fccurity i it Ihewed, that even if 
we fhould be fo fucctfsful in profecuting the war, as thereby even to 
effect a counter revolution, that even this lituation would not be 
without irs difficulties and dangers, die nature and extent of whici^ 
might juftly alarm cvciy lover of his country. 

He next adverttd to an argument which had been uftd by an ho- 
nourable friend of his (Mr. Yoikc) who had ftrongjy recommended 
to than, on the prefent occafion, to cunfukr wiwl hjfd been the 
uniform conduft of their anceftors inn a king anduprtfngc r wais ; 
the honourable gentleman particularly referred to the {pitch of King 
William in the year 1696, and to the determination then exprefTed 
bv the Houfes of Pailiamutt, when the war hid continued for eight 
yc«n to pirftvere in the contort in which they wen engaged : Mr. 
Whtarloieo deehued, th«t it was hi j decided oj mion that Gre*t 
Britain, as well .is cvir, <*her nation, wrs too readv to enter into 
war'*, and fo cun them on too lo ig, and hviwrkd he thought 
that it was the true joliey ot tins conntiy to meddh With Continui- 
ty polities as little as |M>Jhblc. Rut it w *s not requi *U to agree 
with him as to foulgn pohtiis, in onlir to admit the tuna of the 
pofitk n he had 1 dd down concui i.’g w ms. Ills opinions hue wt re 
confirmed by Mi. Hume, in In** 1'ff’iy on the Bahnie of Power, 
who, verting in (Mure of it, and going much tanker in fupjut 
of this j\ ftein than be was himfelt chlpoled to, obluved, however, 
tlm t 

“ Our w r ns uirh Fr r»v r have been bet>un with jurticc, nnd even per- 
hap* iiom l it ln\. ,ii\f,i\sl'an too tu pullird iiom ob mney 

find padjin. J l .e \ 1 i y e uSh w s net i w nds in 11U itRviwicKiti 
7607, w * ,f o^'uuio* 11 iv as ihc veal i f <)2 ; eh it 1 oik hided at L ti < lit 
in 171 *, mi<*ht haw ln-eu fitiifiud on .is pood conditions ar Genitive 11 • 
h i^juthc veu 1708 , and we v uu have ”\\ n at lianhto |r , in 
f’r lame trims whieh we ru.e glul to aiupt of at Aiv-la Cluielle m 
tie\*.ii 1718. IJeii* then *\t lit, that above hi.f of oui wan with 
1 and all oat publu. 1 J)t „ ,.»e tiling mote to oui own linpuUuil 

v« he riche t, than to the uniintu n of out 1 .ighbou's. 

* 4 lo the let one p!«»u, vu aie 10 ik elated mom oppolition to Tieiuh 
pawei, aua loalut in eiM* » u of our ,i!he.», that t*luy always rtikon up- 
OP om toiee as upon iheo own ; .iiul eipcitang 10 eany on uai **1 our 
C^ptnec, irfafe all rialorit le teni s> ol aciommod moti. 

44 In ths thiid place, w< m* bun tme comlvrmts, that when onre 
tnj&'iycd, wt lote^ali coneuii'* ioi out (elves and oui potiei irv , aaJfccon-* 
fidei only how we may bell tnnoy the n>\ 

He beggtd leave to Ktomme^d the tiutlw ernt ined in the cx- 
ho had jurt read, to the fuioas coniiJciatiou of the llaulc j 
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and his honourable friend (Mr. Yorke) could not but fee hovfr much 
it did away the force of his admonition. 

Mr. Wilbcrforce, in the comic of his fpeech, vindicated the 
confiftency of himfelf and his friends, in having changed their line 
of conduct now that the circumfhnces of the cafe vert fo materially 
oltered ; it would rather have been inct>nfirtcnt if, thtfe being fo 
xtrcmcly altered, their condurt would lave remained the fame. 
He obftned alfo upon the argument which had been again ufed # 
rcfpc&ing the exh^ufied fun of the Yu . nth finances : furely, his 
right honoural+e friend did not think fo well of the Kiench Go- 
vernment , 1 ns to conceive that they would llfi'c affignats to no greater 
an amount thin that of the value of the land for which they were 
iffued. Here the argument of the Amciicin pajer money mult 
have great weight , like this, the arttgnals would be continuillv fink- 
ing in value, but fo long as thev 1 »d any v\Iuc at all, they would 
bt emitted ; in this, and other means, until tht phyfieal relburees 
of the country fliould be exhaufted, thev would continue to net them 
into their hands. This fubjtd ot the aflignats, viewed in mod tr 
light, could not but tend to lelfui their hopes of fuccefs in profonit- 
ing the war, for the fake of (flirting a counter revolution. It was 
to be expected as a natural con r cquencc of fuch an event, that aflig- 
mt> would lofe their value, and theiefore we couM hardly expert 
xny thing like n jcnenl 10 opt 1 ition to produce it, at 1 time when 
almoft tltc whole propci tv ol the countrv was inverted in this fhape. 

Mr. Wilbtrfcrct coidtded wifli k capitulating the arguments he 
hid urged in tlu beginning of his (prcih, topove that his anond- 
muit ought to 1 e . i\o\ tc 1 in pit art net to th il of his right bon nil- 
able ftiend, bceau't it ill rod, cloud* and explicitly, that wh eh it 
was the object of tlu. r coming to an/ parliamentary declaration at 
all to lender cleat ami explicit, whucis hjs right honourable fri *nd s 
muftbc granted to be at leaf! h iblc to mifimdcrftanding, bccauic, in 
fart, it had been artually mifunderftood. 

Mr. MONTAGU faid that all w*i(hcd for peace, if it could lie 
obtained on honourable tcims , if on difgraceful and reproachful, no 
man could wifh tor if. Gentlemen ought not to be led aw iv by 
rafh conclufions ; L’S right Umouratle fri nJ hni avowed i is d : l* 
polition for peace, if we can have it on terms of h curio 1 .d ’rum ; 
though an honourable gentleman on his fide faid, r int the aruno- 
taent was couched in ambiguous, and not fufhcuntlv cxplier 
*Mpr^e, he pledged himfelf rhat the Pailiament of Fng^and woiJd 
bind down the hands of Minifter& to nuke a peace, did a favour \ Ic 
opportunity offer. He himfelf as a Member had ever) reafon to 
join with the Minlfter in his prefent mcafures, fince he had now re- 
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moved his fears. In the midft of the vi&orics and fucceffcs of the 
French, was not, hr obferved, die proper time to call for peace. 
The ftrength of the F n nch Govu nment, he obforved, was incrcafed 
from the acquifition of Holland , am! if £nghuid«now fhould relax 
her militir) force, flic would gne Irancc an occafion of attacking 
her to advantage. He contended alfo, that a counter-revolution was 
more likclv to be cfK/kd b\ war than peace. 

Mr. TOX began by defiring the original motion and the two 
amendments to be read , and laid, that, heforc he proceeded to 
g<ve hi-* rt tlnns f>r pr< feriing the onginil motion of his honourable 
fihnd, to that which had been made by Mr. Wilbcrfo/oc, though 
the difference between them avis not veiy effential, he mnft take 
notice of the amendment which lnd been fo unexpectedly made by 
the right honourable gentleman — lie faid unexpectedly made ; be- 
caufe, when the motion of his honour ible friend w r as oiiginally an- 
nounced, which was thice weeks ago, the ttrms of it even were 
fettled, foi his honourable friend, with more candour than prudence, 
had dated the prccifc words upon winch they were to come to iffuc. 
The right honouiable gentlcmm pl» Iged himfelf to come to iffue 
upon tliwfe words : but, however, lie did not now feel fo bold as he 
did three weeks .igo , he did not choofc to meet the queftion direct- 
ly. In his confoitnec, he faid, he believed the majority of the 
people were ftill for the war. Tins was his declaration : but the 
Houfe and the public would infer from his conduct, that he had 
not very greil confidence in tht truth of his own declaration ; for, 
inflead of nice ting the queftion, which lie had pledged himfolf to 
do, he had propoled an amendment, by which he was to avoid a 
diredt dccilion on it. In his fpcech', indeed, he flill denied the 
propofmon of his honourable friend. 1 hen, why not fairly and 
openly negitive it bv a vote ; After which, if he wiflied for a de- 
claration, he might hue moved his own amendment, as a fptcihe 
queftion. He took this courfe, he faid, to avoid mifreprefentation ; 
and but for his defirc of avoiding a mifreprefentation, which he ha9 
never incurred, he would have negatived the original queftion; 
when on the other fide, the honourable fecondcr of the amendment 
confcffcd, that but for that amendment, he would have voted for 
the original queftion. What then was the ‘true meaning and in- 
tention of all this petty warfare, but that the amendment was de- 
fined to evade the great and material queftion, upon which the 
right honourable gentleman flood committed, and to delude the 
Jloufe by a little temporary conceffion which meant nothing (Tit? 
ready the putter was loaded with contradictions ; the mover and 
the fcccader were at variance ^the ope affirmed, the*other denied, 
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and the whole was done merely 1 to draw us from the clear ffccasife 
queftion, that had been for fo many days in the contemplation of 
the Houfe. The right honourable gentleman was undoubtedly a 
man of fuperior talents ; but thofc talents being dtreded to dclufion 
and quibbling, rather than to what was grand, manly, and open, 
he did not (hew himfclf poffcfled of a mind equal to the circum- 
fiances in which he found himfclf. Inftead of meeting the exigency 
«f our prefent fituation with mcafurcs proportioned to our critical 
wndition, he teemed only anxious, by a little evafive management 
for the day, ttvgain over a few votes of irrefolute Members, as if 
a few votes more or lefs could al ter the eternal nature of truth and 
falfehood, or to baffle a few petititions that might be coming to 
Parliament, as if by lulling a few individuals into a continuance of 
their apathy for a time, he could extricate the nation from the de- 
plorable lituition into which he had plunged it. Thefe were not 
the lcfources of a great mind ; this was not the conduct of a ftatef- 
man in a moment like the prefent ; it was as falfe to himfelf in 
policy, as it wa. unworthy of the occafion , for it could ferve only 
to deaden the kclings of mankind for the day, and would oolleft 
thr public indigmtion to buift upon him with greater force when 
the moment of dtlufion was paft. As to the amendment itfelf, 
which the right honourable gentleman had moved, though he dif- 
liked it in many particulars, jet in fome things he did not diflike it. 
In fo far as it fitted, that there was nothing in the prefent form of 
the Government of France, which pi evented our negociating with 
them, he muft approve of the piopofition. He had moved an 
amendment both this year and the laft, to the fame effed. Littte 
did he think when lie was making fuch propofition that he was only 
fpeaking the fentimtnts of I fis Majefty’s Minifters. But thefe Mi- 
niftus, it feems, were the vi dims of. mificprefentation. So pow-r 
erful, it feemed, w r as the oppofition, fo full of wealth, and fo in- 
verted with the influence of bribes, places, penfions, jobs, contrails/ 
and emoluments of every kind, and fo much had they the means of 
circulating newfpapers, that they had it in their power fuccefsfu&y 
to mifreprefent His Majefiy’s hjinifiers; and to miflead and delude 
the public, fo as effedually to taint and abufc the public nftmd, and 
to make them the* unhappy fubjeds of mifreprefentation. Now 
what had they done? They had for two years fueceffively moved an 
amendment to the Addrcfe to His Majefty on the firft day of the 
feffion of Parliament, that there was nothing in the form of the 
Government of France that ought to prevent this country from ne- 
gociating with them for peace, and for this they had been called* the 

* Advocates of France, Jacobins, Republicans! the Enemies of d^eir 
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fifing and Couritrymcn, who were defirous to lower the Britifli Go- 
vernment at the feet of France, to introduce French anarchy into 
England, an d even to deftroy the Conftitution of England, and to 
bring His Majefty to the block. Now, however, all .this was over, 
and it was found, that they did not know it, that in reality they 
were freaking only the fentiments of MinilUrs We wcie now 
come to a triliS when all this fliuffling would be founl unavailing, 
when thefe dtlufions would no longer iuccced ; their own contradic- 
tion was 4 good omen for the country , it proved that the unfortunate 
fptcch of His Majefty at the opening of the fefli^t* had made a fc- 
rious impreflion on the public mind , and the light hon 'arable gen- 
tleman therefore found, that he muft foften and lower his language ; 
lu* muft now attempt to do away the eftefts of that abfurd, impoli- 
tic, and he might fay diabolical fpcech which he h id put into the 
mouth of His Majefty, in which our gracious Sovereign had been 
made to Hand between Heaven and the happmefs of mankind , had 
been made to pronounce the doom of millions, and to denounce an 
almoft eternal war, for no pofliblc purpolc of rahoml benefit to his 
Ipccics ; and that too when all other Piince*-, of Europe, aw ikentd 
from the delufion into wliich they had been equally kd by then Mi- 
nifters, had mamfbftcd then difpofnions to pcict. He dc tired to 
know what was die meaning of the prefent conduft ? Was he to 
underftand that the right honourable gentleman munt to negati\c 
the propofition of his honourable fiiend r In truth he had done un- 
demanding him at all. If he meant to negative it, why not do fo 
by a vote ? He knew diat the prefent Adminiftration was compofed 
of various and difeordant chara&ers. He did not know whether 
t they all agreed in the prefent piopofition , it would foon be ken 
whether they did fo or not , but he could laj thit it would not ic- 
dound much to their honour. If he were to dtienbe it he fhould 
fay, it went far enough to difgracc the new colleagues of die right 
! honourable gentleman, but not far enough to reftore to him the 
, confidence of the country. As to the argument diat had been ufe*d 
upon the occafion he fliould have little to fay. There had been fo 
UnuchiJfiOYelty in his conduct that # day, *hat he had not thought it 
neoemry to introduce any novelty into his rcafoning. The fame 
* tj&c, hackneyed, and refuted arguments, with Vliich they had been 
ipigued fo often, were again renewed. Franco was declining foil 
Jh her refourccs, and this was a matter of rejoicing to England ! 
Sf-How long were th'y to go on rejoicing in this decline? Their ?f- 
f %nats were at a eftfeount ; there were a number of Royalifls , and 
ridicule was thrown upon a fimile of the honourable gentle- 
»J*n, yrho had truly faid, that all jthe fame nonfenfc had been talked 
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during the American war. But it feems we had beenr fuccefsful in 
France. The various revolutions that had beep produced in France 
h id been eiTe&uated through our means. This was a Jnoft Angular 
argument, and went perhaps farther than the light honourable gen*, 
llcman intended, for it fo happened that thofe revolutions had been 
good or bad, in proportion as we had been beaten or profperous. 
Whenever we had made the flighted imprcfllon upon France, or 
* ad the appearance of temporary good fortune, it was fure to be fol- 
lowed, and perhaps to have produced, fome dreadful revolution, 
accompliflicd by*the horrors of inaffacrc and devaluation. But, on 
tin contrary, whenever we had been defeated and forced to fly from 
the territory of Prance, they had never failed to fubfide into a com- 
patatixe franqmllitv, and to hive thrir internal condition meliorated. 
The .ngumuit of the right honourable gentleman was, therefore, 
lint it ihi v would pci mil h»m to go on in a f>ftem of difafters and 
dc h. its, it was incalculable whit good it might do in France. 
T1 n , wh n tl 1 Dul c of Brunfwick had penetrated to within fixty 
miles ot Pans, thuc happened the lcvolution fatil to the Monarchy 
of the 101I1 oi AuguIT. When w t c were in the poflcfhon of Tou- 
lon, theic Inpp 1 d the fhochmg and diabolic il matfacrcs at Lyons: 
but no fonu hid wc cvicuatv, i the place, than they began to make 
atonement tor the fcandilous deviations. Immediately after th$ 
battle ot P Icarus, there h ip^cncd the fall of Roberfpierre , and cer- 
tain!/ it was irue, tint in proport 1 in as we had been difeomfited 
and driven horn the French tcrntory, whenever the Fiench felt 
thcmfelves telirved from our attick, they had excited thcmfelves 
for tliur own deliverance from intern il tyranrn ; and nothing could 
bo more natural than tins , foi, animated by the enthufiafm of the 
caufe of liberty, when attacked, as they were, they gave up every 
confidcration, but that of picfuving their independence, but when 
relieved from this fear, they had as conftantly rid thcmfelves of 
their domeftic tyrant. It was find th .t Mmifters never had pro- 
pofed to thcmfelves the conqueft of loanee. The conqueft of 
Prince never was imputed to them ; it w«i$ only faid that they had 
piopolcd to themfclves an object, which nothing but the conqueft 
of France could obtain. He had long ago ftated his opinion on 
the extravagance of that propofition, and his fentiments were in 
print. Surely any man who ever did flatter himfelf with the pofli- 
biliry of making aoy impreflion on France would now be convinced 
of his error. A remarkable expueflion ufed in the American war 
w as moft applicable to this : it was faid by a Member of that Houfe, 
fo caily as in the year 1777 or 177$, That he had looked at th<* 
Ameucan aimy every way : he had looked at their front, he had 
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Sofced at their rear, he had looked at their flanks, and he could 
fot accommodate himfelf any where : and yet, after this opinion of 
1 (General Officer, the war had been continued for four or five 
rears. In the fame manner wc might truly be faid 'to have tried 
France: wc had tried the Eaft, the North, the South, and wc 
routd not accommodate ourfclves any where. He hoped in God 
Xre would not continue the experiment, as wc had done in the cafe 
)f America. It was faid, as an argument againft: the propofition of 
ris honourable friend, that it would bind the hands of Mmiftcis in 
legociating. It would certainly be impoflible foi them, after fueh 
i refolution, to fay to the perfons holding the Government of France, 
hat they could not treat with them , but fo far would that bt from 
rinding their hands, that it would remove an obftaele, and furcly 
it could not prevent them from ftipuhting the terms of peace. In 
truth, without this declaration, there would be an obftaele in the 
way of treating, fincc the perfons holding the Government of fiance 
knew that it had been uniformly declared by our Miniflers that they 
cojild not treat with them. But the conliftency of the Houfe of 
Commons flood in the way. He thought that there might now be 
an end of fueh declamatory nonftnfc. 

In all queftions of policy, nations muft yield to imperious nccef- 
fity ; it would be obftinacy, and not honour, to pcifcvcrc in an opi- 
nion, when you became convinced that it w>as wrong , it was plain 
that men might at firft have thought the prefent war juft and necef- 
fary, who wcic now convinced of the contrary, and furcly the/ 
Would aft more according to the rules of honour, to confefs their 
Errors the moment they were convinced of than. But theic was 
nothing more curious than to hear the right honourable gentleman 
talk of the conliftency of tho Houfe of Commons. What would 
become of his old ftcady friends, cxi fling circumftanccs ? In the cafe 
of Oczakow, he had not hefinted to tetrad without a blulh, when 
he found the public opinion againft him. He came for w aid and 
laid that Our means were not equal to the object : why could not lie 
therefore now compare the objeft with the me? ns r Surely the dif- 
aftcra that had happened, and the change in the prefent cafe, more 
tftapjn die Ruffian armament, would ju'ftify him for retraining his 
mxAon, He would do it with great advantage to himfelf , it would 
apve vigour to England, and take it from France. But why, it was 
rad, mould we be die firft to ncgociate ? It would be a humiliation 
fojrfoofh to propofe to treat becaufc we were unfuccefsful. Upon this 
jrfiftdjrte, it waS alffloft hopelcfs that wc could ever treat , for could 
ft Be exp&&#d that the French Government would be the firft to 
ty negodate when tlidy knew that ojr Minifters had twenty 
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times (aid that no poffibte peace Could be made white they continued 
in power. Let EnglHhmen afk themfelves what would be tbeif 
feelings if the fame language had been ufed to w that we have ufed 
to them ? If* for inffance, they had declared in the Convention 
that they never would treat for peace with England until them 
Ihould take place a reform in the Government of England would 
not every Englifhman die before he would fubmit to afk to negociate 
under fuch a declaration ? — Yet fuch a declaration we had made 
towards France. We muft therefore do away the effedt of our ar- 
rogant and impolitic expreflions, and he had no hefitation in faying 
what he believed in his heart, that if we took away that obftaijk, 
we fhould have peace , or, if not, wc (hould fight them upon equal 
terms , we fhould take from them the caufe of thtir enthufiafm ; 
we fliould take from them that which aroukd e\cry national feeling; 
which had carritd them to thofe unpaiallclcd exertions that had 
aftomfh^d and confounded the world. They would then no longer 
feel that they had to fight to extremity, or that they were befieged 
in their own country, tor daring to give to their own country fuch 
a Government as they liked. Did he propofc to unman one fliip, 
to difband one regiment ? No, for on the contrary his propofition 
was to add vigour to the country, and furily wc fhould fight as well 
after wc lnd nndc a decimation, that it was not our intention to 
reduce anj people to flavcry. Nor fhould wc treat for peace upon 
worfe terms, if we were to treat before wc were reduced to extre- 
mity. He referred to the hiflory of the war of King William, and 
of his lming l.ad the wifdom to conceal his defign of alttring the 
French Government. 7 he want of fecurity for the continuance of 
peace, might be pleaded for going on with any war. There was no 
pofitive fecurity. Ceitamly wc fhould have as much fecurity now 
as in any foimer infhnce. If peace were to take place, they muft 
difband their armies, and, if the mighty machine, which nothing 
but the diabolical confederacy of defpots had put in motion, were 
once flopped, it would be impofliblc again to put it in motion. If 
this country had adied right in interfering to prevent that diabolical 
confederacy, all might have been well , France, though perhaps a 
more powerful neighbour, would have been lefs obnoxious ; the 
King might have b*cen now upon his throne, and all the horrors and 
maffacres that had defolated that unhappy country might have been 
prevented. He ridiculed the idea or the influx of French prinei* 
pies into this country, for our own Conftitution could only flourifli 
here : it had been more deeply rooted in our affeflions by the fetal 
experiments that had been made in France. He calfcd to the rc- 
colledtion of Mr* Pitt, the memorable expreffion of his venerable 
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•T^thor, that they fhould die on the laft breach before they granted the 
independence of America, and that the fiift of his political life 
was to fign th it very independence which his father had deprecated. 
Neceflity dilated the afl, and he mull now rttrnfl in the fame m in- 
ner his ftftem with rdpeH to Frmce. Mr iox concluded by fay- 
ing, tint he certiinly preferred the motion of Iv ho lourabk friend, 
which he bid opened and fupporud wi ** 1 i ih h n.Ii on* aiguirrnt 
and irrcfiftioU \ * rfuafion, to the annual v p* < \ M- Wdhcrforcc ; 
but at t l i <amt* time that amCndmcat (1 11 ha* his fupport, if 

the Horn J though 1 * fit* to prefe r the c nc pi 1 an to ♦he other. 

Mr. WILRERFORCE lofe agun topiopofc iTu pundnvnt. 
The SPEAKER faid, the honouralk g vEmm w V ulcrty 
to move his amendment, nlicr th it 1 >\\ tcioK, the II<ufc lhould 
be difpofed of. 

Mr. DUNDAS confitlcrcd the 01 mil moticn ns couched in 
fuch general terms tint the Iloufc c<>uY u< i\oc for 11 v ill O r cty ; 
whereas the amendment dccMiing rii find » nh ol the IIojIc in 1 
clear and pofilive raannci, c ndd i c d< d with 1 mi pane} to f hc 
vote of the Houft, on the opnun^ of tin kffion l* \ r iincclu I 1 1 
been a Member of Parliurant he h id b * c 1 of oj mion, tint a de- 
claration of the Hoife of Commons tending to p h v is pre 1 nt 
with mPlhkfs , it w *s fo in t^c Anuncui v »r, the e K o' ihni- 
hr declaration^ w<. e productive of nm\ di f kv, w 1 ah it uis 
probable would be tv cilc agun. Hivin’* dwelt ( n tin pomt, lie 
next gave it »shis m >(1 fciious md conm nu wsOj it ion, that it no 
p v riod wlutcvi r coi Id we be in ■» woife h ntion to enter into n^o- 
- ciation for pcicc. Aic we to bv. fold, th »tat fuch 1 di'irdsful tmu, 
when France lsinjofiehnn of ilohnl, and vulorious vhfrevtr 
fhc carries Ik* aim-, that tins is tl e moment to tnat for pciee ? 
And after their dcchrjtion, tint they wotl I mu t the ikw Caid igc 
On the banks of the Thames? He was ij pr hi nine that gentlemen 
f did not confidcr the terms which we vur c likely to obtun, were .1 
negotiation for peace fet on foot. Would th.} wifh France to keep 
qmet pofit (lion of I loll inland 11 nlvs? ^eiwis tKre 1 bnc 
probihilifv that tiny would rclmqi iili tlmft conquirts ? lie would 
r*of re f$$r gentlemen to the circumfhncis of the Amcricin wnr, l ut 
he woi$d icfci them to the proceedings of this Houle, recorded upon 
the Journals Tincc the opening of the prefent fefRon of Parliunent. 
It ywis but three wrecks ago, that this Houfe came to a determination 

f ofccutc the war with energy and vigour, and he would afk, 
my thing happened finceof a mturc to induce the Houfe* to pafs 
dution Jiamitrically oppofite f — He thought quite the contrary, 
vents that had intervened had proved, in his opinion, th* 
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ceffity of adhering to that firft declaration. Havirtg deflated Hii 
fentiments on the impolicy of the motion, he would next deliver 
them on the amendment propofed by his right honourable friend ; he 
did not wonder jlut the right hont enable gentleman (Mr. Fox) was ft 
angry at that amendment, bcciufc, had his right honourable friend 
only negnti\cd the motion it would have been publifhed in cvciy 
dirty ncwfpaptr and ciiculntul through every petty town and village 
in the kingdc in, that Mincers wunkl net treat with any Govern- 
ment in France but the M< naichial, and that the objeft of the pre- 
fent conteftwas tlx: dotruCiion of the Republic at prefent eftablifhed 
in that count! y. — The amendment would prevent fuch mifrepre- 
fentation ; it wis explicit, and gentlemen would vote for it with 
greater confidence. Mr. Dundas next adverted to the origin of the 
war ; for this purpofe he read the declaration of Monfieur Chauve- 
lin of the iothof May, 1792, and contended that France had 
violated every ai tide of that declaration by her fubfequent a<Sls ; 
and the punt of difpute which produced the rupture, was not fo 
much, he fnid, the contcft of the Scheldt, but that declaration of 
November, 1792, offering afliftance to any number of perfons m 
any country, diffatisiud with their form of (jo\crnmcnt and in- 
clined to ddhoy the fame — we had much to fear from the influx of 
Frenchmen coming to this country, if jcacc was made during the 
evifiing principles of that countiv. The latdncfs of the hour, the 
right honourable Sccrcfaiy faid, prevented his going farther Jnto tlie 
confideration of the qneftion, on which he had much moic to re- 
mark. He concluded by again commending the amendment of hi* 
right honourable friend, which he Lid amounted to this, that we 
full adhered to our dctermiinron to fupport I [is Majefty in the w>ar, 
and at the fame time declaring that we fliuuld be read) to treat 
whenever an orderly Government was dlabliflicd in h i«incc, wliich 
fhould promife ftabihty and fccuiity to fuch treaty. 

Mr. K)X explained. 

Mr. HENRY H 1 PPESLY COX faid, he had formerly given 
his fupport to Minifters, on the ground that it would add to the 
vigour and fuccefs of their meafurcs ; but he thought that the mo* 
tion made to-day was fo candid and fair, that he (hould certainly 
vote for it. 

Mr. S. COCKS delivered his fentiments againft the motion. 
He faid, he (hould not have rifen on the occafion, had he not been 
fearful that he might be miftaken for the honourable gentleman of 
his name, w*ho had fpoken in favour of the queftton. 

Mr. H. THORNTON (Member for Southwark) faid, that he 
mfe to prevent the Houfe from being under any sniftoneeption, in 
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feripcft to the objedt of bis honourablS filend's (Mr. Wilberforce) 
amendment. Jt had Wen oppofed, on the ground of its conveying 
a direction to the Government to treat for peace. It, in fad, how- 
ever, did no fueh thing ; he {hewed himfelf not to have liked an 
amendment which conveyed an implication of this iort, and for two 
reafons , the one was, that the JJoufe had alitady decided that 
point, having lately pledged thcmfelvcs to carry on the war, and 
he {hould be forry to prefs upon them anv queftion which they had 
recently rejected : another reafon was that he himfjf rhpu*ht that 
this wa^ not a moment for bringing forward a pr^pofition tor peace, 
infomuch, that if any motion of that natuie had been mended, he 
fiiould have wifhed to put it off, on the ground of the public c r ents 
which had lately happened, left Parliament {hould be fulpcdted of 
adting under the impreffion of feir. The amendment of his ho- 
nourable friend amounted meiely to a general declaration that no 
particular form of Government in France {hould preclude a nego- 
tiation for peace, without at all prcfciibing the time when the ne- 
gociation {hould take place. He thought this amendment pi tfcr- 
ablc to that of the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt), beciufc 
it was more dear and explicit, at the fame time he ccnfidertd the 
amendment of the right honourable gentleman as fpeaking, on the 
whole, a more pacific language than had been hitherto held by Par- 
liament ; and he trufted that every {j mptom of a difpofition to peace, 
whether m Great Britain or in Francs would tend to encourage 
the fame difpofition in the other country, and to bring forward the 
time which all fo ardently wifhed, when a pacification would take 
place. 

Sir FRANCIS BASSET faid, I am fcldom induced to trouble 
the Houfc for any length of time, and I moft certainly {hall not do 
fo at this late hour ; but as I did not vote on the firft day of the 
feffion, I am defirous to give my icafons for my conduft then, as 
well as thefe which induce me to give the vote I intend this night. 

I believe thofe who know me, arc convinced that it is not my cuf- 
tom to {hrink from the decifion of any queftion on which I can pof- 
fit to make up my mind. I think it rght, therefore, to fay, that 
J|ttUld not vote for th 6 Addrefs on the firft day of the feffion, be- 
Jpfte it appeared to me to pledge us completely to the war, without 
leaving any opening for peace , this was my objection to the Ad- 
drefs, and I could not vote fon the amendment, becaufe I thought 
it laid us in a manner at the feet of France : there is the fame ob- 
jection, in ray opinion, to the queftion moved by 'the honourable 
gentleman oppofite to me ; I jthOuld, however, have felt confider- 
4 ably In my vote this night, if it had been propofed to ne- * 
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gativc that queftion ; and I believe many other gentlemorare id the 
fame predicament ; the fame reafons which prevented me from vot- 
ing on the firft day of the feflion, would have probably induced me 
to follow the fame line of conduit on this day, if the amendment 
propofed by the right honourable gentleman had not been moved : 
that amendment moft pcrfedllv meets my wi(hcs, and will have my 
chtarful and ready aflent. It tells thofe of our conftituents who 
wifh for peace, that we arc ready to make it, whenever it can be 
obtained on fair and honourable terms : the amendment docs not 
determine whether # peacc is now attainable, but it fays, both to 
friends and enemies, that whenever it is fo, no mode of government 
cither now prevailing, or which may prevail, in Frame, will be 
confidercd as an obftaclc to it , and bj the amendment, w r c ftill fell 
our enemies that we are determined to carry on this juft and neccf- 
fary war with vigour and efledt, for the purpofc ot attaining what 
ought to be the objcdl of all wars — a fate and honourable peace. 

Mr. DUND \S (Mcmbci for Bnkfhirc) faid, he would vote for 
the original qucftion, although he hid been difpofid to vote in ge- 
neral with Mmiftcis. 

Mr. GREY then rofe to reply to the arguments advanced in the 
courfe of the debate agamft his piopofition. — He laid, that, from 
the latcnefs of the Hour, he had neither the power nor the inclina- 
tion to trcfpafs on the indulgence which it was the caftom of the 
Houfe to grant to the mover of a qucftion. He could not, how- 
ever, pafs unnoticed many things that occurred in the couifc of the 
evening , and firft, he mull obferve on the conduit of the right ho- 
nourable gentleman oppolite, (Mr. Pitt) in treating his motion in fo 
unfair a manner is he had done, in evading the qucftion, by mov- 
ing an amendment, mftcad of declaring the principles on which he 
adted with regard to France, by giving his vote openly and candid- 
1), and leaving the Houfe to form their uninfluenced judgment on 
the bufinefs. By the line ot conduit which he has taken, it w is 
plain that he did not dare to meet the qucftion fairly, and he gave 
no fatisfa&ion to the Houfe or the Public with rcfpect to the qucftion 
of peace , for he did not acknowledge whether he was or was not 
difpofed to reftprr the bleflings of peace to the country at the prefent 
melancholy jundture. — It.had been advanced by an honourable gen- 
tleman, that no terms, either honourable or fccure, could be cx- 
pedted from an inveterate and victorious enemy, at the prefent time, 
than wliich a more unfortunate period to treat could not poflibly oc- 
cur, and until the' fate of war fhould render the lituation of om\a£- 
fairs Ids unfavourable, we ought to’pcrfift to the laft c\tr mity. 
This was a declaration truly alarming indeed. It was allowed that 
V01-. XL. Z z 
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lire had brought ourfelves into the moft unfortunate and difeftrous 
predicament, and he was forty to fubferibe to the juftice of the re- 
mark ; but where did the means exift of recovering ourfelves from 
the alarming preffure of the fituation into which we have thus been 
wantonly and unneceflarily led ? — He could not* difeover them. 
Blit the honourable gentleman afks how peace is to be obtained, 
and what terms he would propofe to bring it about ? This was a 
cueftion which, being unfairly put, was entitled to no anfwtr fron) 
dm, although the propofition was fdf evident. Can we confcnt, 
*y they, to leave the enemy in the quiet poffdlion of Holland and 
ihe Netherlands, without (training evtry nerve*to regain theft pof- 
feffions for our allies, in whoft hands they would be much more 
fafe than in thofe of their prtfent occupiers ? Could not he, with 
more propriety, aft Mimfttrs where were the means of repelling 
the enemy, for furd) no one can fuppofe for a moment that the 
ftrength of France docs not admit of more rcfourcts for orrying on 
the war than any other country in Europe. It Ins been faid, how 
can wc make peace with n people who ha\e declared that thc\ will 
never treat with us until they have blown our fleet out of the fea, 
and buried Carthage in the 1 hames * "llius, taking advantage of 
every foolifh faying or mad figure that nnj be cmplo\ed by an indi- 
vidual enthufiaft, which if would he ridiculous to alcril e to the Go 
vemment of Frame. The favourite argument, that no tuth co M 
be held with the prefent hrench Rulers, was completely refuted in 
the example of Denmark, Sweden, and Amenta, w ith whom t rai ce 
has, in no one inftance, violated any of her engagements — But then 
it was faid, (hould we treat with a powtr which would only be treated 
with by fuch as would acknowledge the French Republic, one and 
indivifible, nd acognirc in them the principles of liberty and equa- 
lity ?— Certainly thde confiderations (hould be no obftaclc in the 
wayofjuch a meafure ; whatever Govci nment they might think 
proper to confer on thunfelvcs, refted entirely with them, and no 


nation had any right to objedt to their conduct in fuch a cafu If 
this was not the fadf, we might objedt to treating with the Emperor 
of Morocco, bccaufc he aflumes to himfelf the title of King of the 
Sun, Moon, and Stars , and France might refufe to treat with Great 


Britain, becaufe her Sovereign calls himfelf King of France. All 
tScfe objedtions on our part, he looked upon as filly fubterfuges to 
/over the real intention of Minilters, which was the impradticable 
fcheme of reftoring Monarchy in France ; for they refiifcd to treat 
Utith Briftot, with Roberfpierre, and now that a moderate party has 
gained the afcendancy, thax plea is Rill the fame, namely, the in* 
i&bilitjr of their councils ; but, however this might be the cafe, he 



defied any gentleman to produce a Angle inftarice in which they have 
not fcrupuloufly refpetfted all their connexions with foreign powers ; 
but fuppofing that it Ihoutd fo turn out! that a party (hould fuccced 
the prefent ruling one, whom Mini Iters might feel lefs hefitation to 
treat; with, what fecuritv would there be for their (lability any more 
than for that of nnv of their prsdeceffors ? A right honourable gen- 
tleman, (Mr. Dundas) had laid, that the decree of the Convention* 
offering protection to the fubjeXs of fuch countries as might wifh 
to rid thcmfelvcs.of dcfpotifm, had tiot been repealed; but he 
would infift that it was done away to all intents and purpofes. The 
National Convention, it was true, was net fo regular in their mode 
of proceeding as that Houfe was, which was to be fecn in many 
other cafes befide the one in queftion. It w r ould not, however be 
denied, that on finding the decree of fratc rnization obnoxious to the 
other nations of Europe, they paffed another, which amounted to 
a complete repeal of it — that, notw ithilanding any thing to the 
contrary, they declaimed all intention of interfering with the in- 
ternal concerns of foreign nations. It appeared to him the meaning of 
what had been advanced by fomc gentlemen, that until our armies 
(hould regain fome of the advantages they had loft, wc ought not to 
think of firing for peace. Such an event he could not, for his own 
part, hope for a moment ; but fuppofing it (hould happen, would 
there be any more inclination, on the part of our Minifters, to treat, 
than there was when we had by far the advantage of the contcft f— 
He thought not , and that it would only encourage us to purfue a 
vifionary profpeX, to the ultimate ruin of the country ; for the real 
objcX, the reftoration of the Ficnch Monarchy, was as defperate as 
it was ridiculous. HC then took a view of the finances of the ene- 
my, and infilled that they were in fuch a ftaft as to render them ca- 
pable of withftanding all the efforts that couid poflibly bedevifed to 
iubdue them, by any means whatever ; their refourccs were incal- 
culable, and the people were emulous to ftiain every nerve in fup- 
port of their independence, liberty, and exiftencc. He concluded, 
by making fome remarks on the prefent fituatiun of affairs on the 
Continent, the polfeffion of the Dutch navy by the French, and 
on the condition of ouf brave countrymen in arms, of whom no- 
thing was now known, but whom he fmcerely hoped to be placed 
in a fituation of fafety. 

Mr. WINDHAM faid, he would only rife to anfwer a* point 
that had been darted, and on which he conceived he had been much 
mifreprefented, and that was, that he; had afferted the reiteration of 
Monarchy in France to be the fine qua non upon which the country 
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flvu i treat* He entertained no fueh idea, and, as far as he could 
reedit 3 :, he never lud made fuch an affertion. 

The queftion was then put upon Mr. Chancellor Pitt’s amend- 
ment. 

For the amendment, Aves, 268 , Noes, 86. Majority, 182. 

A fccond divifion took pi ice upon Mr. Wilberforcc’s amendment, 
when the numbers were, againft it, 

Noes, 254, Ayes, 90. Majority, 164. 

The gallery doors were not opened again, but we urtderftand 
that after Mr. Wilbcrforcc s amendment was difpofed of, Mr. She- 
ridan propofed a third amendment, 'to he added to Mr. Pin'- refo- 
lution. He charged the Mimftcr w irh having fcle&ed words of am- 
biguity and prevarication to mifkad the Public, on a fubjtti and 
on a day peculiarly devoted to pcrfpicuity and explanation. The 
wi(h of the country was for a ipecd) peace, without regarding the 
conftrudhon or principles of the prclcnt cxifting Government of 
France. He was confident the Miniftcr, and many who voted 
with him, meant differently. His amendment would bring their 
meaning to a fair trial , if negatived, the country would underftand 
that peace was as far off as ever, and that the war was (fill, in 
fadf, carried on to change the Government of France. 

This brought on a warm altercation, and particularly berween 
Mr. FOX and Mr. WINDHAM. 

The addition propofed by Mr. Sheridan was — 

“ And that this Houfc arc not of opinion that there are circum- 
“ ftanccs in the prefent cxifting Government of France which pre- 
u elude all negotiation with the faid Government, or render it in- 
u capable of maintaining the aecuftomcd relations of peace and 
u amity with other countries.” 

It palled in the negative. 


MINORITY on the Amendment of Mr. Chancellor PITT to 
the Motion of Mr. GREY. 


Anfon, Thomas 
Antonie, Lee 
Aubrey, Sir John 
Banket, Henty 
Bantam, J. P. 

Baring, Sir Francis 
Baring, John 
Boiiverie, ijon. Edward 
Bouveric, Hon* William 


9 t$ dyll, Wilfcn 
Bm Her, Jamas 
Bunch, J. R* 


Lite 1 field 
Great Marlow 
Clitheroc 4 
CorfF Cafile 
Stockbndge 
Wycomb 
Exeter 

Northampton 
Old Sarum 
CarhOe 
Exeter 
TUetford 
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Byng, George 
Church, J. B. 

Clayton, Sir Robert 
Coke, I\ 

Coke, Edward 
Coke, 'D. Parker 
Colhoun, William 
Courtemy, John 
Coxe, H. Hippeflcy 
Cretpign>, T. C. 

Crewe, John 
Curwen, J. ChriOim 
Pa\crs, Sn Charles . 
Pimfdile, Baron 
Polbcn, Sir William 
Dundas, Charles 
Fifkmc, Hon. Thomas 
heatheiftone, Sir Henry 
Fitzpatrick, General 
Hctcncr, Su Heniy 
Foley, Hon. Edward 
Folke^ Sir M. B. ^ 

Fox, Riuht Hon. C. J. 
Fiancis, Philip 
Glover, Richard 
Giey, Charles 
Hai court, John 
Hare, Jame6 
Hamlon, John 
Hill, Sir Richard 
Howaid, Henry 
Hufley, William 
Jekyl, Joi^ph 
Jervoifc, C. Jcrvoife 
Kemp, 1 horn is 
Knighr, R. Payne 
Ladbioke, Robert 
Lambton, William Henry 
Langfton, John 
Lechmcrr, Edmund 
Lemon, Sir William 
Long, Samuel 
Ludlow, Rail 
M‘Leod, General N. 
Maitland, Hon. # Thomas 
Maitin, James 
Milbanke, Ralph 
Milner, Sir William 
Moyilyn, Su Rt 
North, Dudley 
Pierfc, Henry 
Plumer, William 
Powlett, W. Powlett 
Rawdon, Hon. John 


Middlefex County 

Wendover 

Blechingly 

Norfolk County 

Derby 

Nottingham 

Bedford 

Tam worth 

Souierlet County 
Sudbury 

Cheftiire County 
Cat Idle 

St. Edmond’s Bury 
Hertford 

Oxloid Univerfity 

Beikfhire 

Portfmouth 

Ditto 

Taviftock 

Cumberland County 
Worcefterfliire 
King’s Lynn 
WeSminiter 
Blechingly 
Ptnryn _ 

N oi thumberland County 
llrhefter 

Knarelboro'igh 

Great Grimlby 
Salop County 
Arundel 
New Sarum 
Caine 

Yai mouth, Me of Wight 

Lewes 

Ludlow 

Oakhampton 

Duiham 

Bi idgewater 

Worceller 

Cornwall County 

Ilchefter 

H u otingdonthirc 

lnverrfclslhire 

Jedburgb 

Tewkefbury 

Durham County 

York 

Flint(hiie 

Great Grimfcy 

Northallerton 

Hertfordshire 

Totnefs < 

, Appleby 
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i Ridley, Sir M. W. 

Rufleli, Lord William 
St. John, Hon. St. Andrew 
. Sheridan, R. B* 

Smith, William 
Spencer, Lord Robert 
Sturt, Charles 
Tarleton, General 
Taylor, Clement 
Thointon, Henry J. 
Thorold, Sir John 
Townfhend, Loui John 
Vanfittart, George 
Vyner, Robert 
Walwyn, James 
Wharton, John 
Whitbread, Samuel, jun. 
Whitmore, Thomas 
Wilbei force, William 
Wilbraham, Roger 
Wynne, R. W, 
Wyndham, Hon. P. C. 


Newcaflle 

Surry County 

Bedford County 

Stafford 

Camelford 

Wareham 

Bruipoi t 

Liverpool 

Maiditone 

Southwaik 

Lincoln County 

Knaiciboiough 

Bukfhne 

1 hulk 

Heretoi d 

Beverhy 

Rt chord 

Biulgcnoith 

Yorkfhirc 

Bodmyn 

Dcnbcigh County 
Midhurtf 
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Sheridan, R. B. Whitbieid, Samuel, jun. 


Second Divifion on Mr. WILBER FORCE’S Amendment. 


Bond, John 
Ford, Sn Francis 
Gordon, James 
Mills, William 
Powlctt, Charles 
Sahfbury, Robert 
Wilmot, John 


Corft Caftle 

Newcalllc- under-Lime 

Truro 

ht. Ives 

Truro 

Monmouth County 
Coventry 


N.B. The tollowing Members voted in the Minoiity, on the Amend 
mcnt to the Addrefs, the fiift day of the Stllion, and in the Majority to 
fopport Mr, Pitt's Anrtentment to Mr. Grey's Motion : 

Andcrfon, J. W. Mainwanng, William 

JBurdon, Rowland 


Wednesday* 28 th January . 

Mr. HUSSEY moved, “ That an account of the national debt, 
sw it flood on the 5th of January, fhould be laid upon the table, 
With an account of the intereft thereon.” 

Mr. Chancellor PITT fold, that he had fomc time fince given 
notice, of his intention to move for a Committee, to take into con- 
federation a plan for the more fpeedily and cffedhially manning his 
' navy. This motion he meant to bring forward on Mon- 

1 9 *fld fhould now prefent an outline of the plan, which he 
Ipp mearit to fubmit for difeuflion * The firft proposition which 



he meant to mpke was, ^hoiUdlierftmriihei * 

from the different merchants' (hips, previous to their clearing out* 
in proportion to their tonnage, fo that while a fuffieient number of' 
men (hould be left to navigate the {hips, the-e flight likewife be ja 
force adequate to the protection of the convoys. On this fubjed he 
had already had much communication with mercantile men# and ' 
would be glad to receive any farther communication. The fecowf 
propofition was, that as there was a great number of men employed 
on water in different parts of the kingdom, who, from the nature 
of their employment, were qualified for fca fcrvice, though nor re- 
gularly trained to be feamen, that out of thefe there (hould alfo be 
furnifhed a certain proportion. Belidcs, it was conceived, that a 
ponfiderablc number of landmen might he applied to the naval fer- 
vice. With this vu w it was propofed to make a call upon the dif- 
ferent counties to furnifh a certain number of landmen, in propor- 
tion to the number of inhabited houics not exempted from taxes# 
The mode of railing thefe men was to be left to the MagiftrattSf 
with tliis provifion, that there fhould be impofed upon every pari(h t 
in cafe of default, a fine to fuch an amount as would exceed the 
bounty which it might be neccffary to offer. Thefe were certainly 
ftrong mcafurcs ; the fituatiun of the country required that firong 
and effectual meafures fhould be taken, and from the fentimentt 
tliat had been expreffed from all lidcs, he had rcafon to believe that 
they w r ere fuch as would meet with concurrence. He concluded 
with moving, 44 That the fubjed Ihould be taken into confidcratioik 
in a Committee on Monday.” 

Mr. GREY faid, that it was neceffary not 'only to get as many 
men from the number of thofc already trained to fcrvice, but to 
protect the nurfery of feamen. He ftated, that he underflood there 
exifted two obftacles to this nurfery : firft, the circumflance of im-- 
prefling apprentices, which deterred young men from entering into 
the fcivicc ; and fccondly, the high bounties given isrfca~pOrt towns 
by the recruiting parties. 

Mr. JEKYL afked what period of notice was to be given to the * 
merchant (hips to furnifh their quota of men, that it might not 
operate as an embargo ? 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that it was intended to operate a* 
the moil effectual Embargo, and the objed of the Committee was, 
to confider the beft means in which that embargo could be applied^ 
the operation would affed every ihip as foon as the ad had palled* 

Mr. GREY faid, that in confequence of the event of his motto* * 
on Monday, fo unfatisfadory to him, and, he underftood, as little* 
fatisfadojy to the Public, at a period the jnoft important and pad* 
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% that had ever occurred^!! the anftals of the country, he fhould 
now give notice of his intention to bring forward a limilar motion, 
* In order to afccrtain the principle on which the war w f as ftill perfifted 
to be carried on, 1 point which he had by no means been able to 
gather from any thing exprefled in the amendment moved by the 
right honourable gentleman on the former evening. He (hould take 
mi opportunity to give farther notice of this motion on Monday. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ftated, that on Monday he expeded to 
be authorifed by His Majefty to bring dow n a meffage refpeding the 
Auftrian loan, which would of courfe be taken into coniideration the 
day following. 

Mr. HUSSEY obferved, that this was a mcafurc not onl" new 
and unprecedented, but on the confcquences of which depended the 
public credit ; before, therefore, the houft (hould cuiifi nt to give 
away fuch a fum for foreign fcrvicc, it was imp rtant that they 
{hould be in poffeflion of every information that could be obt lined 
with refped to the cfftds of fuch a ftep in the prtfent flatc of af- 
(airs. He (hould therefore make a motion, “ Tint the Governor 
and Deputy Governor of the Rank of England he ddired to attend 
this Houfe, in order to ftatc their information on this mcafurt.” 

Mr. Chancellor PI l T objected to this motion, as irrcgulai in 
the prefent ftage of the bufinefs , and give notice of his intention 
afterwards to oppofe it. 

The SPEAKER dated, that confidently with the forms of the 
Houfe, what had been fa id by the honourable gentleman, could be 
eonfidered only as an intimation of a future motion. 

The order of the day being read for the Houfe to rcfolve irfelf 
imp a Committee on the bill for fufpending the Habeas C >rpus, 

The ATTORNEY GENl< RAJL moved, that the Speaker do 
now leave the Chair. 

Mr. FOX faid, that having on a former night given notiei of 
his intention t6 oppofe the Houfe going inro a Committee on this 
bill, though he meant to object to the Speaker leaving the Chair, 
it was not on the ground of moving for a call of the Houfe. There 
Was nothing aflerted in the preamble of the bill which hid any re- 
forested to the law of treafon. lie would not pkdge himfelt to the 
WtcafuttTof bringing in a declaratory ad to explain the law of trea- 
son $But if in the late trials doubts and conftrudions had been at- 


X to be introduced upon the ftatute of Edward III. which 
lis mind the moft fimple and explicit upon the Statute Book, 
of importance that thefe (hould be done away, and that the 
IStMte (hould be put upon the footing of clearnefs and prccifion, for 
V&fcfr it had originally been introduced. He meant to oppofe die 


He meant to oppofe die 



J*aV 
It 
imi- 
tated the example of our fathers ; the Habeas Cofpus had indeed - 
been fufpended,* but the continuance of that fufpenfion* after the 
period for which it had originally been fixed, was. rare indeed* Np 
fuch farther fufpenfion, he believed, had ever taken place, where 
there had been no perfons in cuftody. He referred to the inftances 
in the reigns of William III. and of George I. and II* In thefe 
infiances it had been fufpended either during the period of rebellion, 
when it was of confequencc to prevent any acceffion to the rebel 
force, or from the dread of attempts to affaflinatc the King, which 
from the inftantaneoufncfs with which they could be executed, it 
was expedient and needfary to meet by means of immediate preven- 
tion, neither of which circumllanccs applied to the prefent period. 
He concluded, therefore, that the prefent mcafure w*as not more 
warranted by precedents, than it was by the general principles of 
the Conftitutiori, and the confideration of the exifting eircumftances. 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL declined entering into the ge- 
neral difeuflion, but deprecated any attempt to draw the law of trea- 
fun into queftion. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT fnid, that for the honour of the country 
no cafe fimilar to the prefent had ever occurred. The danger, 
which we had now to encounter, arofe from the progrefs of thofo 
principles, the dreadful confequences of which we liad for feme years 
paft had the misfortune to witnefs. Since the revolution the Habeas 
Corpus had been twelve times fufpended, and in three or four of 
thefe inftances the fufpenfion had been continued without bringing 
forward any frefti grounds, only flaring the general prevalence of 
danger. He referred to the preamble of one of the atfts of Wil- 
liam III. the year after the revolution, (taring, that “ Whereas 
there were juft grounds to fufpo£t trcafonablc practices,** &c. The 
only queftion then tvas, whether becaufe the danger at the prefent 
moment was not prccifcly the fame, though in the minds of many 
rational perfons it was of a nature infinitely more dreadful and alarto- 
ing, w r e ought not to adopt the fame means of precaution that w ere 
employed in thole former inftances. 

The Houfc divided on the queftion “ Whether the Speaker do 
now leave the Chair ?” Ayes 68, Noes 14. 

The bill then went through the Committee, in which it was 
agreed that it Ihould continue in force till the end of the feffion. 
The Report was then received, and the bill ordered to be read a • 
third time to-morrow’. 

Vol.$L. 3 A 


motion for leaving die Chair* on dtt general grounds which ha 
ready been ftated, and which he ihould not now recapitulate* 
had been faid, that in fufpending the Habeas Corpus we only 
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The Cdmmittee of Supply ana of 'Ways and Means were defer- 
red till Monday. 1 

T%urfday, 'lyth January, 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL moved the drier of the day, 
that the bill for continuing the fufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus ad 
be read a third time. 

Agreed to. 

He then moved that the fiid bill do pa*s. 

Mr. SHERIDAN rofe and hid, he was extremely forry he had 
not been prefent the preceding evening when fomo very ftrong ob- 
femtions were made by a right honourable friend of his {Mr. Fox) 
on the fufcjed of the legal doctrines which had lately been delivered 
relative to the conftruflion of the ftatute 25 Edward III. He faid, 
he perfectly coincided with his right honourable friend in the obferva- 
tions he had made, though he would not prefs his fentiments on the 
Houfe at that time, but (hould referve them for fome future oppor- 
tunity. He declared that he had oppofed the bill in every ftage, 
becaufe he totally difapproved both of the principle and provifions 
of it-— fo much fo that he could not fufFer it to pafs now without 
giving it his pofitivc negative. 

The queftion was then put, that the bill do pafs, and on a di- 
vifion the numbers were, 

Ayes 68, Noes 4. Majority 64. 

The Attorney General, Solicitor General, Mr. Pitt, Sir Peter 
Burrell, Mr. Baldwin, and others, were then appointed to take 
the fame to the Lords. 

Mr. MAURICE ROBINSON gave notice, that he (hould on 
the firft open day move for a Committee of the whole Houfe, to 
take into confufcration the moil effectual means for preventing thfc 
mixture of flour in hair powder ; a mifehief which at the preferrt 
moment called for the mod ferlous attention of Parliament. 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, that fevcral communications had been 
made to him upon the fubjed , but one in particular, which he 
thought it peculiarly incumbent on him to mention now to the Houfe, 
And that was the aftonifhing quantity of flour which was ufed as sr 
fubftitutc for hair powder by the foldicrs of this country. This, in 
A moment of apprehended fcarcity of corn, dcfeived the- moil deli- 
^jbttate and attentive confidcratiort of Parliament, He was forry he 
had not the calculation about him ; but he would afluic the Houfe 
that it was of fuch a magnitude as to be almoft beyond conception, 
and which when they heard would very grearrly furprife them. As 
the honourable Member, however, had mentioned his intcntion’pf 
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bringing thcfubjeS before the Houfe, he thought it his duty to take 
the opportunity of faying thus much on the fubje<St, in order that 
His Majcfty’s fervants might take the cailicft opportunity of avail- 
ing thcmfclvcs of all the information on the fubjedt that their litua- 
tion fo well enabled them to da. 

Mr. ROBINSON faid, that as he underftood Thurfday next 
to be an open day, he fliould take that opportunity of bringing tlxp 
matter on. 

Adjourned to Monday. 

Monday y 2d February. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that the meflage which he drought 
he fliould be able to lay before the Houfe relative to the Auftrian 
loan, to-day, he mull defer until Wcdncfday ; and therefore he 
now propofed, that die difenflion on tliat fubjedt fliould take place 
on Thuifday. 

Mr. GREY propofed that the motion, of which he had given 
notice, and wdiich related in feme degree to the laft he brought for- 
w ard on die fubjedt of the war, might be brought forward on Wed- 
fldd i) , as he thought the object w r as of a prefling nature, in point of 
lime as well as importance. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T thought that it would be inconvenient to 
have two nights fuccecding each otlui tor the difeufiion of fubjedts 
of fuch great importance, he had no dclirc to poftponc the difeuflion 
of the motion of the honourable gc ntlcman, but it appeared to him 
that the propofed arrangement would be very inconvenient. 

It was then underftood that Mr. Gtey s motion fliould come on 
on Friday. 

Mr. GRCY then printed a petition from the merchants and 
other inhabitants of Southampton, complaining of the indefinite ob- 
jcdl of the war, the lofs of blood and treafure by which it has been 
attended, and the manner in which we had been defeated by our 
allies, and prating that the Houfe would exat ever) means which 
its wifdom could dncdt for procuring peace. 

Ordered to be laid on the table. 

Mr. Alderman CURTIS prefented a petition of the Liverymen 
of London, whofe names arc thereunto fubferibed \ fetting forth, 
that the puinoners feel it their dut>, at tjiis time, to exprefs to the 
Houfe their lum attichment to the* eonftitutiun of diis country, as 
eftabliflud at the glorious Revolution : That the petitioners have 
feen, with concern, th it the meafuies which have been hitherto ex* 
erted for bunging this war to a happy conclufion, have not yet ao 
^jcompliflied that deliiabic end, but they family rely on Divine Pw 

3 A 2 
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videncc that the bravery and ardour of our navy and at my will be 
ultimately fuccefsful , and therefore praying, that the Iloufc will, 
in their wifdom, adopt fuch meafurcs as {hall effe&ually defend this 
countiv againft its enemies, and obtain the blcfling^of peace, when- 
ever it can be effected confiftcnth with the honour and dignity of the 
State, and with that permanent fecuiity for which alone peace is dc- 
rablc, as important to the very exigence of our trade, eommerLC, 
and piofperity. 

The queftion being put, “ That this petition be laid on the 
table,” 

Mr. SHERIDAN obfcived, tint the worthy Aldcrnnn called 
this petition, the petition of the Liverymen of London. Now, as 
the Houfe were likely to have petitions in abundance for a peace, 
it would be right that thofe who diicflcd their representatives to pre- 
fint them, {hould know, when petitions were figned, whether they 
were to be undtrftcod in that Houfe as petitions for war, or peti- 
tions for peace. There were many names, he obferved, to the 
prefent petition , he did not mean to Infinuate that they wtre not 
rcfp< flable men , on the central j, lie had no doubt they were fo ; 
but when it W'as dated that this w.is the petition of the Livery of 
London, it was neccflary that neither the Houfe of Commons nor 
the Public (hould be mifinformed upon that point. There had al- 
ready been held a very numerous meeting of the Livery of London, 
who had petitioned that Houfe for peace. Did the w 01 thy Alder- 
man mean to deny that the fenfe of the Livery of London, in Com- 
mon Hall affembkd, had not been decidedly oprtfftd In favour of 
peace, and that peace asfpccdily as poflible ? It was abfolutely ne- 
ccflary, therefore, that petitioners fhould underftand the predfe 
terms of their petitions, and above all, the ufe that their Represen- 
tatives made of them. M«my Liverymen figned the petition which 
was agiecd upon at the Common Hall, and which had been already 
laid upon the table of that Houfe , was it to be now infinuated that 
this petition came from a more rcfpe£hblc body of the fame Livery, 
and was intended to pnfs in that lIou r e as a foitof counter-pci men ? 
He had no doubt but that many of the refpeft ible ptrfons who figntd 
this petition, might have been told that thi* petition was worded m 
a more temperate and refpe&ful manner than that which had been 
agreed upon at the Common Hall, and that fuch a reprdcntation 
of the matter might have induced many who finned it to do fo, and 
yet the intention might be, to ufe it as a petition for a continuance 
of waff He was juftified in fufpe&mg this to be the cafe, and in 
faying fo, for he knew the trifiks and (hufiles by which the Public 
were tmpofpd qpon, The whole fyftem upon which the war had 1 
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beqi commenced, and carried on, was mifreprefentafion and dclu- 
fion. It was in this manner fome perfons had already been induced 
to fign fome petitions, and he had no doubt that others would be 
tampered with in the fame way ; it was the MinifteFs iyftcm. No- 
thing would letter illustrate the anfwer which the Minillcr had ad- 
vifed His M ljcfty to give to the Addict of the Court of Common 
Council of the city of London. Did rot the Common Council 
nnderftand they were alking for peace as fpeedily as could be ob- 
tained, confidently vfrith the honour and fafety of this country ? In 
His Majefiy s 2nf\\ cr was there to be found one word about peace? 
On the contrary, did lie not declare he confidered it as an encou- 
ragement to continue the war. This was the fyftem of Minifters. 
Now, if they really wilhtd for petitions for canying on a vigorous 
proilculion of the war, upon their ow n plan, why did they not 
come at once boldly forwaid, and i ly that fnch was their intention ? 
Why did not Mcmbciswho prefented fuch petitions avow it can- , 
didly to be their intentions to fupport the Minifler in his own way, 
until he fhall edablifli a Government of bis own forming in France, 
or until this countiy was ruined r If that was what they meant, let 
them come boldly forward and a\ow it. If this was fairly and ho- 
nedly explained, they would not get the nan.es of honed men to 
any petitions fo ambignoufly worded, as to admit of the podibillty 
of making more than one confiruflinn upon them. If this was pro* 
pcrly underdood by the people, he would venture to fay, they would 
not get the names of twent) men to any petition that alkcd for any 
thing but peace, unlefs they were contrartn s, penfioners, and job- 
bers, W'ho derived all their wealth from the bowels of the poor. He 
fliould be happy to hear any cxplanatien upon this petition from the 
worthy Alderman who picfented it. 

Mr. Aleierman CURTIS faid, that with regard to the proceed- 
ings at the Common-hall, which the honourable gentleman had al- 
luded to, the Majority there were a violent party, determined to 
hear only one fide of the quedion, and they refufed to hear him— 
They were not all Liverymen — Not one lnlf of them w r erc Livery- 
men ; there were fome, no doubt, rcfpc&flblc men among them, 
but the majority wjere not of the Livery. With regard to the peti- 
tion now prefented to the Houfe, he could only fay it was left at the 
London Tavern for fignaturcs, and there had been no inteifeiencc, 
on his part at leaft. Thofe who had fignecl, whom he knew', were 
rtfpc&ablc perfons ; they expreffed themfelves as friend? of peace, 
but how was a permanent peace to be obtained under the prefent $lr- 
cumftanaes ? By a vigorous profeeution of the war. He wifliei for 
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peace as much as any man, but the way he had mentioned wa^the 
only way to obtain peace. 

Mr. GREY adverted to the fort of explanation which the worthy 
Alderman had been plcafcd to give upon this fubjeft : yj/ hat was the 
meaning of that explanation r— He told the Houfc ly> was a finccre 
Wcll-wifhcr for peace! If he meant, generally, a wcll-wiflicr to 
peace, it amounted to nothing, for that we muft all be : lie faid, 
he was convinced, that the only way to procure a permanent peace 
Was, a vigorous profccution of the war — that was, in other words, 
to continue the w T ar, on the principle of eftabliflhng in France a 
Government capable, in the Miniftcr's opinion, of maintaining the 
relations of peace and amity. — We were at war now for thepurpofe 
of deftroying the prefent form of Government of France. — Then let 
the Liverymen of London underftand, that their reprcfmtative de- 
clared he prefented a petition for peace only w hen it can be obtained, 
by the definition of the prefent Government of France* — Was this 
fo, or w-ns it not ? Indeed, Mr. Grey faid, he believed the 
whole of this butmefs to be founded on a fyftcm of delufion. If 
any body doubted wlrat ufe was to be made of petitions of this 
kind, let them look at the King’s anfwcr to one gf them, which 
had been taken notice of bv his honourable friend, in which there 
was not one word laid of peace. Let the citizens of London 
know, that the ufe which was to be made of their laft petition was 
to ufe it as an inftrument for the encouragement of the profccution 
of the war. 

. Mr. Alderman NEWNHAM faid, that the proportion of Li- 
verymen at the Common Ilall, which had been alluded to, was 
very fmall indeed. Many Grangers took the places of Liverymen, 
and afliimed their privileges. He had no difficulty in faying that 
the prefent w T as a direct counter- petition to that which bad been 
agreed upon in that Common Hail. He was confident that if the 
opinions of the Livery were taken, they would be for the continu- 
ance of this war, until fuch a peace could be brought about, as 
•might be permanent. He would fay, that die Government of 
France, in its prefent form, ought net to be treated with ; he would 
go farther, and fay that he did not think that any Government of 
' France ought to be treated with poflefling the territory which France 
now poffdfcd. He Ihould prefer any war to peace with France, 
while it. poflbflcd its prefent territory, bccaufe if we agreed with 
Fnui^e for peace, in its prefent potlcflions, wx* ihould lign the death 
Warrant of this country. He was aftonilhed it could be thought of 
M^ny placc ; he ihould be aftonifhed, indeed, if a majority of tli^t 
Houfefhouid agree to make peace with France at the prefent moment ; 
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aid advifc the nation to come to its laft ftfuggle, 
This, he believed, was the opinion of a larg$ 
very of London : but at the Common Hall the 
'ompany were collected very unfairfy. 
ANDERSON agreed with his worthy colleagues 
ow before the Houfc. He faid it was figned by- 
they all knew the contents of it. They wilhc&, 
in honourable footing. They figned it of theif 
own accord, wrthotitamy influence or folicitation whatever. 

Mr. SHERipAN faid, he did not mean to make any infinua^ 
tion again ft the petitioners, but he was glad that the matter had been, 
in fome degree explained, and that this was now' to be underflood 
as a Counter-petition to that agreed upon at the Common Hall. 
But the worthy Aldermen had thrown out fomething like an infi- 
nuation againil the Common Hall, by which he believed they would 
not abide. They had faid, that the proceedings of that Common 
Hall did not exprefs the fenfe of a majority of the Livery of London. 
Let them try the effect in another Common Hall. 

Mr. Alderman LE MESUR1ER faid, he rofe to confirm what 
had been faid by hrs brother magi ft rates refpeefting the Common 
Hall ; to tumultuous and diforderly an affemWy he had never feen 
at Guildhall; and he could compare the proceedings to nothing fo 
what he had heard of fhc meeting at Chalk Farm, with this 
diftenkee, however, that at Chalk Farm, as he undertlood it from 
the evidence given at the ftatc trials, the refolutions to be moved 
were all printed and prcvioufly diftributed, fo that thofc who there 
held up their hands might be fuppofed to know w r hat it was they 
were voting. It was not fo at the Common Hall, the perfonspre* 
lent did not know ; and he was fure very few’ of them could hear the 
contents of the petition they then voted. 1 le would complain that 
neither himfclf nor his brother magiftrates were fullered to be heard. 
He would fay that in this Houfc he did not expedt to be heard— 
he had not the ability to arreft the attention of the Houfc ; but at 
Guildhall, holding as he did a refponftble lituation in the magiftracy 
of the city, it was the duty of the Common Hall to hear him* as 
much as it was Ws to offer his fentiments to them. But it was not 
of himfclf, or of his*brother magiftrates only, that he complained ; 
when any other gentleman offered hitnfelf to the Livery, if, after 
fpcaking a fcntence or two, he let drop z word that feemed hofttte , 
to the motion, a fignal was given from the Huftings, and intently 
a torrent of hifles and hootings iffued. It was notorious that the 
affemblage at this Common Hall was like to any thing but&me<^ 
urg- of the Livery— He had been informed by feme who had figned 
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Repetition now offered to the Houfe, that they were at the Common 
Hall, but felt themfelves fo uncomfortable at being, as they \^r^/ 
furrounded by thofc who were hot Liverymen, that they retir-d be- 
fore the queftion was put — Others, whofe bodily ftrcnjrt'r enabled 
them to ftay, had their hands forcibly kept down when t,Kcy attempted 
to hold them up againft the queftion \ and yet th/Vefult of thU 
Common Hall was called the fade of the Liverv*y«//y and fairly 
taken. He imputed no blame to the worthy Chitfr Magiftrate \ but 
certain it was, that the barriers which were efeiled, as ufual, for 
the admlffion of the Livery, were early in the day broke down, 
and perfons of every defeription forced their way in. There were 
Americans and other foreigners, who came in fix at a time ; and 
he underftood there were on that day fcveral commiflions of bank- 
ruptcy fitting, which helped to fwcll the mafs in the hall. He mull 
complain, that fo much animadvcrfion fliould take place on the pe- 
tition of 1 654 of the moft rcfpeftablc Liverymen, when none had 
been made when the petition of the Common Hall had been prefented, 
figned by only 3 5 names ; and on behalf of that very refpe&able 
number of the livery with whom he afted, vrho were neither con- 
tractors nor jobbers, nor yet ftruggling for power or places. lie 
would complain that while the fingle difference between them and 
his opponents was, that they prayed for a fafe and honourable 
peace, while their opponents afked for a fpeedy peace, they could 
not learn from thofe gentlemen what it was they meant by this 
fpeedy peace they afked for. Did they mean to lay this country 
at the feet of the National Convention of France ? When gen- 
tlemen called for an explicit declaration, he wifhed tlicy would de- 
clare what themfelves wifhed and expe&cd. He had heard that 
the National Convention had declared on what terms they would 
treat with this country — He had heard that they had faid in the 
Convention, “ You mull give up all your conquefts, dilband your 
army, and difmantle vour navy, and then we will give you peace.” 
If England could pofiibly liften to fueh terms, (he would put hef- 
ftif in the fituation of the lion in the fable, who confented to have 
his teeth and.his fangs drawn, and tlieb infteadof embracing a bcau» 
tiful young; lady, he was faluted with a club, which put an end to 
his existence. • ’ ^ 

4 Mfr FOX obferved, that with regard to the company at the Com- 
mon Hall not having the civility of hearing the worthy Alderman 
with patience, it was too often, perhaps, - the cafe in popular meet- 
; companies of that fort did not very often liften very attentively 
mp whit ' they did not like ; but if the defeription, which had been 
Jj|lycn of that meeting by the worthy gift rates, be juft, it wj»-a 
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ir^^^^oufe of Commons, the very petition whichthat com- 
pany agrl^jpon, and that it had actually been presented without \ 
the lead intuition to the Houfe that it was votcd>by perfcns, a * 
large majority oFWhom were not liverymen'. On the, tontr4ty> it;. ; 
was opened by thtftororthy Alderman as the Petition of the Liveryw, t 
men of London in wmtnon Hall aflbmbled. As to thfe cavil about : 
a fpeedy peace, the public common fenfe of that fentcncc was,ne^< / 
that we fhould make a fS^fly and di (honourable; peace, but that Mi- v 
nifters fhould fet abput putting our affairs in .a train that, might 
cclerate the period of negotiation ; this was meant by endeayourihg’ .« 
to rtegociate ; that was his fenfe of the duty of Miniders when he^ 
talked of a fpeedy peace,, and that he believed to be the fojafe of a,* 
very large portion of the public. , 

Mr. Alderman CURTIS declaimed any idea of throwing odium 
on the Liverymen who attended the Common Hall. He faid, the, 
meeting had been legally and fairly fummoned by the Lord Mayor, 
and of courfe he was bound to deliver the petition agreed upon at 
that meeting. i!f 

The petition was then ordered to be laid on the tabic. ' /„ - 

Mr. FOX obferved, that as moll of the objects for which , 
moved the Call of the Houfe had been anfwcred, and as many, * 
Members had lince obtained leave of abfcnce from the Houfe, hd > 
fhould now move that the Call of the Houfe, which flood for ttK 


morrow, be difeharged. — Ordered, 

Mr. GREY adverted to the importance of the fubje£t which wae 
to be brought forward to-night, relative to the more effectually fop- 
plying the naval fcrvice. It was neceffary the Houfe fhould have 
full information upon the fubject. He had been told that there 
were actually, in this country, at this time, a body of Teamen* 
who were either not employed at all, or employed in fuch a man- ' 
ner as made them but of little ufe. He underftood that they amount* .. 
ed to near io,ooa: He theref^omoved, “ That there be laid 
before the Houfe ^n account oip.thc number of men and boys en3K 
ployed in barges',- -boats, &c. in the fcrvice of thg Board of Acfrni** 
ralty, and wljoenjoy protection from theiTu 4 ’ 

The like illations *with regard tq^le^Iavy Board,. Yi&ualHng* 
Ordnance, Excjfe, and C uftomV^£^p* thofe employed on thg 
river, in the Watermen’s Company , all which were ordered. 

Some converfation then took place, on fimilar* motions relative to 
account of prefs-gangs, &c. which, with fome limitation, were 
; dered to be laid before the Houfe ; as alfo an account relaffw# ;# 
Vol.XL. * 3 # B 
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Mr. Chancellor PITT moved* that the order of thp-d'ay lhouhl 

be read, for “ the Houfe to refolve itfelf into a Committee, to con- 
fider of a plan for die more fpeedy and effc&uaj/manning of His 
Majefty’s Navy.** - 

The Houfe accordingly refolved itfelf into A Committee, Lord 
Arden in the Chair. ■ ’ 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt ftated, that it wa^iot at prefent his objeft 
to tter at iaige into the nature of the plan which he ihould now 
fubmit to the Committee. Witli refpeft to the neccflity and expe- 
diency of the meafure, in the fituntion in which the country was 
placed, all fides of the Houfe had unanimoufly concurred ; fo that 
it would only be wafting their time, to dwell on points which had 
already fo frequently and fervently called forth the fupport atid ap- 
probation of every Member prefent. Except, then, any gentleman 
fitoukl be particularly defirous of any explanation in the prefent 
fl*ge, his wifh was, rather to meet the difeuflion, by bringing in 
a bill, and then proceeding as faft as poflible to the Committee, 
when the blanks might be filled up and the bill printed, allowing a 
fuificient interval for all the parts of the kingdom to take die diffe- 
rent claufes into their confederation, and to communicate any infor- 
mation that might appear to them to be material. There was only 
one general conliderution to which he fliould call their attention in 
the outfet of the bufinefs. . All had expreffed, and, ho trufted, fin- 
cerely felt, the neccflity of great and unufual burdens, in order to 
meet the fcale of exertion which it was incumbent upon the coun- 
try to make in the prefent ciilis. If they felt, as they ought, the 
preiSire of that neccflity, they muft like wile make up their minds 
toth* confcquence — a great degree of inconvenience which muft un- 
avoidably be fuftained. To this confcquence they muft be prepared 
to fubmit, except it could be proved either that the inconvenience 
was fuch as to outweigh the benefit to be reaped from the meafure, 
Wthat fome more convenient mode fhould be d$vifed of carrying 
fame meafure .into effed. He trufted that, in die prefent in- 
i jtemcey, inftead of attempts Jjteing made to throw the burden' upon 
lime particular dais, inftoi^^’jealpufy being "produced between in- 
.mlftakenly^ co^fidkeS ais oppofitc, all claffes of the commu- 
w^uld eheerfuHy unite to confide* what vtas the proportion 
afford to bear;, and in what mahrifr the exertions 
cohW be moft*effe<ftUalfy cajtfod $>rth. In propofing 



Ittee might beflf 
'Mo tffeft, be muft nece#rUy look to the principal 
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loWar the national force. The principal of tfe# undoubtedly 
was tfMfradc. He fliould look to the mercantile marine firft* 
as it wal%c quarter beft qualified to fupply ‘the exertions, which 
were now caiSiUbr ; and, fecondly, bccaufe fo far as there was" a 
feparate intcreft/\pne were more intcrefted than the (Wp-ownCrs 
and merchants, thLr the country fliould be able to meet the naval 
force of the enemy, ^maintain its fuperiority by fea, and to fupply 
adequate convoys. plan which he had to propofe would be 

attended with two advances. It would firft relieve the outwajd- 
bound trade of the oountry from the inconvenience refill ting front 
an uncertain degree of preffing men ; and, fecondly, It would pre- 
vent the neccflity of an embargo, a mcafurc which had been refortCd 
to in many former wars. The plan which he had to pittpofe went 
to fix a certain number of men to be furnilhed by every veffcl, in 


proportion to its tonnage, for the fcrvicc of the Royal Navy, pre- 
vious to clearing out. This would operate as an embargo on every 
individual (hip, till it had furnifhed its particular quota ; and the 
convenience with which it would be able to profecute its voyage, 
would depend on the alacrity with which it contributed to the pub- 


lic fervice. On examining the Cuftom-houfe books for 1793# 
down to the month of September, he found that the total of the 
flipping of Scotland and England employed 100,060 men, and 
that the proportion of men to the tonnage was about one map for 
every fourteen tons. He propofed to take about one feaman out of 
every feven who were employed ; though indeed it was not necef&ry 


that they fliould be able men, as he would put an alternative, that 
the (hip-owners, if they were fo difpofed, might, inftcad of one fea- 
man, provide two landmen. No proportion was to be required 
from any vcffel of ltfs than thirty-five tons burthen ; every veffcl 


above thirty-five and lefs than feventy, to find one landman, every 
vcffel above feventy up to one hundred and five, to find one feaman 
or two landmen ; and fo on to an hundred and forty ; and above 
that, to find one landman progreffivcly for the proportion of every 


fifty tons. The reafon why he made this diftindion between larger 
and fmaller veffels, requiring the one to furnifh a landman in the 
proportion of every thirty-five, and the other where above ascertain 
tonnage only one in the proportion of evcjy fifty was, thaf the larger 
veflels made a voyage perhaps only once a year, whereas the fmaller 
veffels employed in the coafting trade made ieveral, and hid there- 
fore much more occaiion for protedtion of convoy. He computed 
that the whole number of men obtairfed in this way might amount 
> between eighteen and twenty thoufand. As it was ihtcnd&f' 10 
t prevent the veffels from clearing out, till they feoidd have turttiflk# 
* * B a 
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their limited number of. men, it was* his objeft, that Ovcy ibouM w 
then be permitted to clear out as fpeedily as poffible. jTiom the 
communications which he had had witb gentlemen, Jfoih dilFcrent 
parts of the country, he had die fatisfadfion to undf^itand, that there 
was no part of his plan liable to infuperablc obi/^lions. It was his 
intention alfo to call upon the country for foity fupplv of landmen, 
for the fervice of the navy. This fupply hofrneant to rai(c accord- , 
ing to the number of pariflies in the Kiu&Ajm, and reckoning one 
man for the proportion, it might produc^a force of about ten thou- 
sand men. Some parches might not be able fing!> *n f irnifn one— 
others perhaps more. The wav in v b ; ch he meant to at xm tain the 
number, was by a lift of tl iiihjbi cd houfc*, not exempted fiom 
taxes.. The mode of cflii 5 i.* ing the j rop< riion, and (f aim ping 
the mems by which it w is to be rujftJ, he \ ouli l^avc to the 
Jufticesot Peace, at a fpccial alums, to he I tl I f r v e purptfe — 
providing only that a lngcr fiin thvi h ih* 1 - ’dec, into to the 
bounty gi\en to volun'cuo, flu ihl le h%i d u *» tver> jvuifh 
which fliould be a Haulier. h : tl h n ^ w II >ft * ho c.<mc 
forward would be volm. cas, and in c* 1 h nu • ^ • h vied 

upon defaulters being l.i’gtr ihm tl < 1 oun v s J 'ial, i m a\e 
would be afFuidui to uM tl f uiihi* to < it it us to flu ut- 
moft in the way of run & i n. lbno v i aiidiir c,umcr to 
which he meant to 1 \\ c rc ; the e\u'» ' < tfliH ince to Lc 
deiived fiom whldi, he w is \ct uni 1 b n* lui.nte: tins v is, by 
raifing a certain number of nm ou< oi *b< who wen. trrjhwel 
in the inland negation, « u LIl ii» .s ind canals. 1 j thi> 
quarter he loul cd as an excellent i.urluv 1 : our lcamcn, as thofc 
engaged in th- inlmd n eviration, fr n ft c moth of tl*eir educa*Mrt 
and the h»bus of their life « Wv.rc w 11 ouabtud for the fca-fetvicc. 
Before, howtver, he cou*d aiccitam th^ prohibit' amount c, this 
fupply, it wouM be nLCcffary to procure i hil of the baigcs cmplojcd 
in different parts of the kingdom. Thcic v ?s < nl one other mea- » 
fore which he (hould fubmit ro t u. Committee , a mtafuit which 
had been adopted in former wars, though not wrb ill the effect 
jjhich it might ha\c been calculated to puduec. Ihis w is, to 
Jpafs an a£t enabling the Magi ft rates to apprehend all idh and difor- 
derly jpribns who might be able to feVve His Majefty, and who , 
pogjtd give no account of their means ot proem ing a livelihood. 
This meafarc had been adopted in 1778 and 1779 ; it was then 
employed for the purpofe of recruiting the army ; it was now' intend- 
ed to be exClufively applied to the fervice of the navy. He had thus‘ 
outline of his plan, which was all that he propofed , 
tqrt&the prefent occafion; he would now conclude with moving <j|^ 





to bring in the bills for the different &$$$ ^ Kid fti 
therefore moved for leave to bring in a blit 
Sifters of (hips to fumifh a certain number of min, ire. 
MrSUARRISON acknowledged that the prefent pmpOfitfi#((l| 
were condoled, on the part of the right honourable gentleman wfed^ 
brought the\ forward, with great candour,. and he by no 
difi' iVcd froiVhim in opinion, that great exertions are at pi 
rucctfar) towaflk manning the navy. He would not give his 
cided (.pinion atVrcfent whether ilitfc were the moft advHi 
means to be rcfoitul to, hut he was rather inclined to $ink 
they wire not, as they appeared to operate in a manner which 
apprehended would he dteiru d by man) , not only partial bntopptiil 
five. lie thought thev hore particularly hard uppn the comm ctei&E 
and triding imeiefts of the country, and alio upon the landed ititpf 
cut tin degme. And, he faid, whenever the bill or bills, fore&m 
rying them into cfflet, fhould be brought before the Houfc, W 
fhould ctrMinly move a claufc, which fhould have for its objj&S^ 
the fixing ot all for of pbces and penfions above a certain y&irf$ 
fum. He tho *ght it abfoimdy necciiarv, that when the merchant^; 
the trtwhr, a r 'd the Lip ih'ider, were called upon in tho fevere madM 
mrthey w< o’J be b\ thefe ptopollti ms, if carried into effe#, . 
contribute to tl e fen ice of the Sutc Over and above what they 
to the gc r.enl t ixcs of tnc kmgd )in — *hofe%ho derived fuch fph^ 
did incouts of the places and penfons they held, ought to coAtt"!^ 
butc, in a,i c A proportion at leaf}, to an) additional taxes whldfe 
if might be ntec h ny to burden anv other parts of the fubjcdls ttftm 
in <rn*cqumcc of any extraordinary mcafurcs which it might 
ad' ilenble to refort to on any particular occafions. In the prefer 
cafe, as he It fore obfmid, tlicfe provifions would operate 
heavily upon the lanciholdci, the trader, and the merchant, and^f 
tliercforc give notice, tliat in forge proper flagc of the bill, he 
ceitainlv move a claufe to the following effect *•{* Thate’ 
fun holding or enjoying a place or j enfion of 300!.,^ year 
provide one feaman, or two landmen, for the ferv&t J ^f th£ ^ 
perfons poffefllng 500I. a year, two feamcn, or four 1 

for every 10 oh above 500I. to whatever extent of firm* that, 
man fhould be added.” This, he faid, would be only fair 
rcaionable ; it would be only bringing thofe gentlemen, and 
who received fo very liberally from the bounty of the State, to 
tribute in fome degree to the neceffities of the State; and he 
no reafonable or impartial man would hefitate to fay, that 
great emergencies demanded fuch extraordinary exertions, it 
ill become men, fituated as were thofe he was novt %caki$ig 
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ftk from Jiich a propofal, or to endeavour to couafl&rafl; itV In- 
hfe,only mentioned the matter now in order cS jjivc notidi4tf 
: gentlemen on the other fide of the Houfc,, of what he inr^ded 
vfikdo in lafe Hu Majjffty's Minifter^ fliould not anticipajr^him on 
the fubjcil. As the right honourable gentleman haf^only giver* 
fhfe outline of his plan, he might pofiibly intend to bnng fomc fuch 
fdgafure as he had mentioned into the body of his oill. If fuch 
Vere hi'' intentions now, or if, upon confidcrin^^vhat had fallen 
from him, the right honourable gentleman %uld introduce any 
^fcufe to the fame cffe&, it would give him g(eat plcafure to lee it 
proceed from a quarter iiom which it would i flue* with 10 much 
greater weighty force, and propriety. 

Mr. JOIXIFFE faid, that liotwithft mding he iruft acknowledge 
the preffure of the occalion to be \ay g\ ’it, .Mid that he woi Id by 
no means wifli to throw aqy obft ich s in wav ot cflciflually man- 
ning the navy with as muih fpttd as pofld k ; )ct he could not let 
the pytfent occalion paft without obltniiv , that tnc modi propoftd 
to be adopted tended guatly to p«in fluy, and L^u, in a \cry great 
^degree of proportion, heavier on manv cladcs of men than it did on 
f'pthcrs. He faid, the light honourable gentleman had, by his pro- 
Petitions, ftated that he intended to rake a conlidtrable number of 
men from our inland navigations, and from the Hats plying on our 
livers*, Thtfc, he gfcferved, wcic a very ufetul and laborious body 
of men, and it was eHcntially nacflaiy to the good of the country 
that they ihould remain in it. Why were the hontfi, induflrious, 
sfhd laborious part of the community to be thus lui rafted, and called 
tn>f ft their homes and families, when there v.'irc lo many idle and 
|rfcWs members of it fullered to remain quietly at home, to the in- 
finite detriment of the other fex, on whofe ftations and privileges 
they very materially encroached ? We had crowds of mcn-millinirs, 
and mcn-haberdaflicrs, and llioals of flout able-bodied footmen, both 
<*f whom materially curtailed the places, and injured the wages of 
ales, many thoufands of whom would be nrployul in houfts 
[ flhop#* into which they now cannot gain admi(h< n, on account 
\ bejng employed in thefe female occupations. He wifhed, 
the right honourable gentleman would endeavour to find 
!.6$!br me#n* X>f railing men, particularly landmen, than that 
ttjfeh was atpre^ntdirefled agaioft the labourers in the country ; 

really he ^as of opinion, that at pielcnt the country could jaoP 
1 jj&rd to part with many men of that defciiption. 
j \l$#* FOX allowed that every degrfl^of exertion was ncccflary 
effectually manning the navy ; it wj^the great bulwark of 
Ip <^rry lb important ajfteafore ^execution at 
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moment, would certainly meet wltk Ws a^pmba^on a$| 
conc^KTcncc. It only remained to be centered whether the modf 
of doin^itas now propofed was the moft jHDper or not. For Ml 
own part, could not help thinking that the mode of enforcing; 
the (hip-own^B to provide fuch a number of men, according to thf 
tonnage of theV rdpeflive (hips, as ftated in thofe proppfirions be-> 
fore the Houfc, Ctoild only operate as a tax, and if fo, it was cer- 
tainly a tax which rSji very hcivily and partially on certain deferip* 
tions of men. On tSe commercial and trading intcrefts it fell wit|S 
very great weighf, taken in the view both of external and internals 
navigition. He fuid, file muifure was of the greateft importance 
and he thought the greater caie and caution npeeffary in carrying it 
into cffefl, other \ ife it would certainly defeat die very end which it 
was intended to promote. At the prefint moment, when the people 
were called upon to make fuch extraordinary exertions, and whch 
fuch very ftrong men hi res were propofed to be adopted, he was Wtll 
affured that a vciv gteit mijoriry of the nation were ardently wi(h- 
ing for peace. They had heard many motions in that Houfe in fit-, 
vour of a Iptedv peace, uid he did not wiili to hear fuch motions 
always oppofed, on the exact meaning of this word— the extent of 
that word — 01 the forced interpretation of another; it was become 
ahfolutcly neceffary, he faid, that die people fliould be tihsfied one 
way or other wliat they h..d to txped from thofe mighty exertions w 
they wcie called upon to nuke. 

If he could be happy enough to fee die preamble of the bill for 
carrying thofe propofitions into effedt run m thefe words : u Where- 
as all juft and honourable means have been tried towards obtain- 
ing a fccurc and permanent peace , 11 &c. then, he faid, he was 
certain that, in that cafe, let the. amount of the taxes be what it 
might — let the number of men required be ever fo extenfive, he 
was certain the people of Great Britain would contribute their uU 
moft efforts towards raifing both, without the fmalleft munhur, But 
riveted as he was allured the country now is, in their fentiments 
for peace, he was very apprehcnftvc they wouki never cordially ei> * 
ter into the mcafurcs propofed, fo as to give them that effect which 
ought always to be exppdcd, to a degree next to a certainty, before 
mcafures fo extremely haifh and momentous were reforted to. - He 
was convinced, in his own mind, he faid, that the majority of the 
People were defirous of feeing a ncgociaijon for a fpeedy peace cn- 
tered into with the prefent Governmeht of France, Some fatirc had ; 
been ufed, and ridicule attempted to be tlirown, on the expreflSon 
ufcd on that fide of the Houfe where he had the honour to fie, u * 
a fpeedy and immediate peace for his p?rt, if there wa 9 any thing i 



r 'jp* PARLIAMENTARY A^i/9^. 

Wrong in the expreflion, he, for one, begged to tat n {hare d£ the ✓ 
jrfdicule. But he contended, that the expreflion was perfe&ly 
Ut, and thofe who made ufe of it, certainly did not meam^yi it a 
fpeedy and immediate peace, to be obtained on any condtains what- 
ever ; but they meant, that fpeedy and immediate mef ns fhould be 
adopted foi the purpofe of riegoeiating a peace with jne prefent Go- 
vernment of France, on fuch terms and condition^ as this country 
might faiily and honourably agree t>. Itvas&ne, he f.iid, that 
the people fhould be treated with candour and openntfs, and fairly 
Informed what were the dtfigns of Minifltis in making thofe vail 
exertions for earning on the war. Whether it was to be cui* inutd 
till fuch a Government in France was icttled, as (hould be entne’y 
agreeable to the prefent Minillcrs, 01 until we (hould be able to con- 
quer the French people, by ueftroang the piefent Government, and 
dictating another to them. This wj> not the lime for fhuffling oft 
explanation, and (hulking behind cvalnc words admitting ot a va- 
riety of interpretations. It was time to ipcak out, openly and bold- 
ly, For his part, he w r ould fay, th it tlic great majority of the 
people of this country were anxioufly panting after a peace — )es, and 
a peace with the prefent Government of V ranee* , and in this he 
thought they were light, and he would lift up his voice in joining 
them in their defire to obtain fo gnat a bl effing as peace would at 
this moment be to this country. He (aid, he wiflud when gentle- 
men brought petitions, exprefling the willies of the people for peace, 
as had been lately done, they would take the trouble fo far to con- 
Jidcr the fubjeft, as not to word thofe petitions in fuh a manna as 
to make them appeir as if prompting the moft vigorous and a 6 Hrc 
ptofecution of the war. He alluded to the petition lately ptefented, 
he faid, by the Common Council to the king, to which His Ma- 


jefty’s gracious anfwcr conveys to the mind of c very man, tint His 
Majefty conceived the petition to be the veiy lcvcrfc of what it was ; 
for the anfwcr promifes them that the moll a<£live and vigorous ex- 
ertions (hall be employed for carrying on the war, without one Angle 
word in it relative to peace — wdien at the fame time the pttition 
was profefled to be a petition foi peace. He would not, he faid, 

£ fs much longer on the time of the Houfe : he had thought it 
ary to make thefc obfervations in this ftnge of the bufinefs : he 
d fay no more till he faw the bill. He had no prccifc claufe 
in his own mind to offer at prefent — he (hould endeavour to obtain 


every degree of information on the fubjedt between this time and 
that of the difeuflion. So far as the right honourable gentleman had 
mentioned his defign of conducing the bufinefs, by having die bill 
printed, die blanks filled up in the Committee, and afterwards time 
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tflowr/j, he did .ipt mean a great length of time, but fufficient time 
for thofo fo deeply interefted in the bufinefs, to derive every benefit 
to, an?! advantage from, information — rnet, he fold, with his ful* 
left approbation* He (hould, therefore) poffpone faying any more 
till tlie proper time came for di (cuffing the merits or demerits of the 
bill. 

Mr. CUIiWK* * confidtred the regulatiors propofed as amount* 
ing to a partial and h^vy m. He thought the coal trade, efpeci- 
ally at this inckment fe/on, would he greatly injured ; that a labo* 
riousand expenlive talk would be inflicted on the merchants ; and 
that if might he finally conlidered as a general taxon property. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT replied to tliofo objections — Firft, that 
the outward-bound veiicls in the coal trade would have a longer no* 
tice ; and to counterbalance the othci difficulties they might expo 
ricncc in comparifon with other outward-bound (hips, on account of 
the frequency of their voyages, thev would be fubj vied to find their 
fupplies, not bv the fingle voyage, but by a certain number otthem. 

Next, in reply to the obfervation on the merchants, they were not 
bound to furnifh men for Ilis Majefty’s navy, but merely to find 
them with equal activity and iuduftry as for their own vcficls, which 
they might do wirh much more cafe while making up their own 
complement. By fuch a mutual accommodation, therefore, between 
the merchants and the State, it is evident that both mult derive a 
peculiar and conliderablc advantage. 

Sir FRANCIS BARING fuid, that he could not let the pre- 
fent opportunity pafs, without (kiting a few circumftanccs which 
ltruck him forcibly as tending to weaken the efforts intended to be 
produced by the prefent pmpolitions, if carried inro execution. He 
feared they would tend to injure, in no (mail degree, the (hip-owners 
and merchants of this country, by impofing an additional burden 
upon them at a time when thofc already cxifting were found too heavy 
to bear. This meafure, he laid, called upon the owners of (hips 
to provide a certain number of men over and above their own proper 
complement, and was to operate as a complete embargo on tile fail* 
ing of their fliips till fuch men were artually found for the ferviceof 
Government. When the (hip-owners came to refort to the dif- 
ferent ports and places where it is faid fifty feamen are to be found 
at one, and an hundred at another, they, on inquiring what is be- 
come of this hundred, arc told that forty out of that hundred are 
in prifons In France. — [A Member faid, in a low voice, acrofs the 
Houfe, u No, not fo.]— The honourable Baronet replied, “ In- 
deed, Sir, I believe you will find it is true/ 1 

Mr. BURDON wifhed one propofilion to be relinquifbed ; for 
Vol. XL. 3 C 
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unlefs failors entered more freely," the burdens would more f^vercty 
fall upon thofe who felt the firft impreflions of the mcafuref than 
upon the interior. The (hip-owners, he faid, had been Anxious 
to (hew thcmfclvcs fpirited in the ncceflary exertions and there- 
fore it was incumbent on the right honourable gentleman not to 
place them in hard circumftances. Notwithftandjfiig what the right 
honourable gentleman had advanced in favour of^iis plan, he viewed 
it as a meafure of extreme embarraffment ytr the merchants. If 
any facrificc were to be made, he thought j/' ought to he upon the 
part of Government, although he had ever been «as penurious of the 
public money as was ounfiilcnt uirli the ncceflity and honour of the 
nation. His conftitucnts, hcohfcrvcd, were willing to grant taxes 
to any amount, if equally and impartially levied. 

Mr. BRANDLING wiflied, in order to make the bill more 
palatable, that the failors (lionld experience as much liberality as 
the foldiers had lately (ionc. By the ufual drawback, they receive 
about twenty ■ -two fli illings per month, and the prize money is com- 
monly divided into fix-eighths, by which means the officers receive 
a larger (hare in proportion. This he concluded to be no more than 
rcafonable ; but as lie was well allured of the liberality of the offi- 
cers, he had no doubt, but in a moment of fuch emergency they 
would readily agree to divide the prize money into twelfths. He 
was proceeding to ifate other particulars, when 

Mr. VYNER called to order, urging, as his rcafon, that the 
honourable gentleman feemeel infenfiblv to be difeufling fuch plans 
as would come with more propriety in another 11 age of the proceed- 
ing. 

An explanation followed, 

Mr. GREY paid the right honourable gentleman a very hand- 
fome and manly compliment on the fair and candid manner in which 
he had brought forward his propofitions, and intimated his inten- 
tion of proceeding with the bill. He faid the meafure was un- 
doubtedly of the grcateil importance, and deferved the moft ferious 
attention of every Member, whole duty it was to bring forward 
every degree of information in his power. Many things had been 
mentioned to-night, of which, no doubt, the right honourable gen- 
tleman would take care to avail himfelf. He particularly coincided 
in opinion with an honourable friend of his, who fat near him. 
He faid, he thought alfo what had fallen from an honourable Baro- 
net (Sir F. Baring) deferved the utmoft attention. He had likewifc 
imderftood, by information from various quarters, that there was 
too much truth in what that honourable Member had related re- 
fpeding fo many of our feainen being in the prifons of the French. 
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This was a thing, he laid, unheard of to fuch an extent in any 
former wars. Forty thoufand of our failors were confidently faid, 
to be now in confinement in the hands of the enemy. This was a 
tremendous number to be deprived of in the hour of needy and (hewed 
how very abfurd it was tor Mini Iters to perfift in fuch ridiculous 
pride and obftinacy They would not even acknowledge the French 
Government fo far as'.tu make an exchange of prifoners. For his 
part, he thought it was their duty to acknowledge immediately the 
French Republic, not only tor the purpofc of effecting fo defirablc a 
mcafurc as tint of an exchange of prifoners, but for the farther and 
more important one of opening the way for a negotiation for a fpeedy 
and immediate peace. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT f.iid, fcveral honourable gentlemen had 
mi (apprehended the mcafuic respecting the lliip owners, and had 
faid, that they would be greatly injured by the delay which mult 
inevitably happen, from their (hips being detained till fuch time as 
the number of men they were to find were actually provided ; where- 
as, in his opinion, it would be found to have the direct contrary 
tendency. It was true, an actual embargo would take place on 
their (hips till the men were proxided ; but (till this would ferve to- 
wards expediting their failing in the end ; for if this mode was not 
reforted to, they mud apply to one of two others, which would ftill 
far more diftrefs them. They mud cither refort to a very drong 
and general prefs, which is not fo legal nr conditional a remedy,' or 
elfe make ufe of a general embargo, which would (top them alto- 
gether from proceeding on their voyages. In the latter cafe, they 
might lofc all their men, who were liable to be impreffed — in the 
former, they would certainly lofc lb many, ns to render it equally 
impofliblc for them to proceed to fca. The effectual manning of 
the navy was ncccffarv for the fecurity of their particular interefts, 
and they mud be content to put up with the particular hardfhips and 
difficulties which the fervants of Government were obliged to impofc 
upon them, for the fupport of thofc intcreds ; as fuch, he was of 
opinion, that when they came coolly to conddcr the fubjedl, divert- 
ed of thofe prejudices which the novelty of themeafure might at the 
firft glance imprefs their minds with, he was affured they would 
find it, as he had ftated it, to be the beft and moft favourable of any 
that could, under exidingcireumftances, be devifed for the purpofe. 

Mr. Alderman CURTIS agreed in general with the meafures 
propofed by the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt,) and was 
difpofed to the utmoft of his power to fupport the navy. As violent 
difeafes required violent remedies, he was of opinion that the pre- 
fent remedy was the beft calculated to effedt.the end prooofed bv it 
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The rcfolutions were then put and carried, and the Houfc im*r 
mediately refumed. 

The SPEAKER having taken the Chair, Lord Arden reported 
1 the rcfolutions of the Committee, which were immediately brought 
up and agreed to, and leave, given to Mr. Pitt, Mr. Dundas, Lord 
Arden, the Lords of the Admiralty, the Attorney and Solicitor Ge- 
nerals, to bring in bills on the fame. / 

The Mutiny bill was read a fecund time; and upon the qucflion 
that it now hr committed, 

Mr. MATNWARfNO ohferved, that on a former right he had 
prefented to the Houfc a petition of the innholders, relative to cer- 
tain grievances under which they laboured from the billeting 0PT0I- 
diers ; he therefore thought that in this Ihgc of the Mutiny bill tome 
cognizance ought to be taken of it, which he conceived had been pro- 
miftd by two right honourable gentlemen. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT and Mr. Windham explained what was 
fpoken by them on a former night on this fubjedt, and Hated that 
4 they had been mifundeifxood on this head ; tiny had no objection to 
the petition becoming the fubjeer of a Committee, without difeufling 
its merits in the elaufes of die Mutiny bill. 

1 The SPEAKER recommended that the petition fhoiild be refer- 
red to a Committee, after the Mutiny bill had puffed the Houfc. 

The queflion was then put, that the Mutiny bill be committed— *■ 
Agreed. 

7i rfc'uXy 3 f { February. 

Mr. MAURICE ROBINSON moved, “ 7 'hut there be laid 
upon the table an account of all the ltarcli, made out of wheat and 
Other materials, that had paid duty from the ill of January, 1794, 
to the 1 ft of January, 1795 and alfo, u that there ftiould be 
laid upon the table an account of all the hair-powder made out of 
wheat-flour, and other materials.” 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS brought up an account of the troops of 
the King of Prufiia, employed in the lap campaign, agreeably to 
the treaty made at the Hague in the month of April, 1794 ; and 
alio an -account of the Britilh troops killed, wounded, and miffing, 
in the courfc of the laft campaign. 

The bill for the purpofe of more effe&ually manning His Ma- 
. jelly’s navy, by railing a certain number of men, in proportion to 
* the tonnage of every outward-bound merchant (hip, &c. was read 
? jeapu) time, and ordered to be committed to-morrow. 

_ The bill for more efFedually manning the navy, by railing a 
certain number of men for the fea-fervke, in proportion to the 
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number of parities ; was read a firft time, and ordered to be read a 
fecund time to-morrow. 


IValnefday , 41I? February * 

Mr. Chancellor PITT brought down a meffage from His Ma- 
jefry, of which the following is a copy : 

G. R . 

Ills Ma/fly //W’J to acquaint the Hcufc , f/w/ he has re- 
m'-'.cJ fnm tic Emperor Jlrong ajjuranics of a difpfition to make the 
g rraitji exertion* fr the common taufc, in the courfe of the next cam * 
paign, Hut it is reprefented on the part of His Imperial Majejiy , that 
theft elfins cannot hr made without the affiance of a loan , which His 
Imperial ALijcjh A dfirous <f raffing, on the credit of the revenues of 
hit hen d'taiy d minims, under the guarantee of His Majejiy , with the 
concurrence :/ Parliament, to the extent of four millions ; and it is f fated, 
that.f’i h a i: in adhtion to his ether refurecs, would' enable His 
Imperial Mnj.ftY t: employ agvinfi the common enemy the force 0/200,000 * 
rfjWH'c men . — l Us A /fifty is cf opinion that , on thefe grounds, fuch an 
arnnpement would be l\ m fiend to the common caufe , hut thinks that it 
would be fail more advantageous, if by the mean * rfa femilar loan to a larger 
extent , th Kmpcnr jhndd be enabled to emphy a force f till more confi- 
de nblr ; and His A In fifty has defin'd his Miniftcr at Vienna , , to exprefs 
his rend inch h recommend to his Parliament an arrangement founded on . 
that prim if If . — Some temporary advances which His Majcfty was in- 
duced h make fr the immediate f up ply of the Auftrian army , under the 
p ref arc of ut for, j'ccn circumjtance j : n the latter part of the left campaign , 
will be included in any arrangement of this nature : asfoon as the nego- 
elation is concluded , His Majejiy will not fail to communicate the refult 
to Parliament , but as any meaft^c of this fort is neccfarily connected 
with the confidential of the provijion to be wade for the current fervice 
of the year , His Mujefly has thought it right not to delay making this 
communic ition ; and he relics on the zeal and public fpirit of his faithful 
Commons, for taking fuch meafures , as, on full conjideration of all the 
circumjhnres, they may think moft conducive to the immediate interefts 
of this country , at the prefent conjuncture, and to the great objeft of re • 
eftablijhing , on fecure and honourable grounds, the peace and tranquillity 
of thefe kingdoms, and of Europe . 

Mr. Chancellor PITT moved, that the meffage of His Majefty 
ihould be taken into confideration to-morrow. — Ordered. 

Mr. HUSSEY faid, that as the meffage was to be taken into 
confideration to-morrow, he conceived that there was a meafurepre- 
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vioufly neceflary. He was extremely glad to perceive, that the fum 
to be granted to the Emperor was now reduced to four millions. 
[A ciy of No y from the other fide.] — Then, if the reduftion was 
not to take place, ,and the fum was to he fix millions, or perhaps 
to a larger amount, this ftatement would make ftill more for his ar- 
gument. This fum was to be added to the fum neceflary for our 
own troops, for foreign troops in our fcrvice, and for our fubfidiaries. 
Befides, he underftood that there was another fum, which had not 
yet been brought forward, namely, the fum to*be paid to neutral 
powers for the capture of their (hips. All thefe fums added together, 
made an amount truly alarming. ’* The quantity of fpecie in the 
country formed the bafis of the credit of the paper circulation, of 
which the right honourable gentleman had lately occafion to expe- 
rience the advantages. The clTecl, therefore, that might be pro- 
duced by this loan to the Emperor was of the utrnoft importance. 
It was neceflary, in order to keep up the confidence in the paper 
circulation, that a fuflicicnt quantity of fpecic fhould be left in the 
country. The perfons to whom he meant to move that the Houfc 
fhould apply, previous to the difeuflion of His Majcfty’s meflage, 
were the beft qualified to give information on the fubjedh Thofc 
perfons were the Governor and Deputy Governor of the Bank of 
England ; if any money Was to be font out of the kingdom, it was 
the Bank who muft fumifh it, and they, from their fituation, rnuft 
be acquainted with the extent of any fpccic brought into the country. 
.They therefore muft both be beft acquainted with the ftate of fpecic 
at prefent in the country, and the effedt of the fluctuation that muft 
be produced by fending fo large a fum, as was propofed, to the 
Emperor. He concluded with moving, “ Tliat the Governor and 
Deputy Governor of the Bank of England fhould attend to-morrow, 
at the bar of the Houfeof Commons, &c. , ‘ 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that in eppofing the motion of the 
honourable gentleman, he did not at prefent mean to enter much at 
large into the fubject. He believed that the honourable gentleman 
could fcarcely have made a motion more unwelcome to thofc who 
were it& obje&s, than by requiring the Governor and Deputy Go- 
vernor of the Bank of England to attend the bar of the Houfe of 
Ccftnmons, in order to be examined on a fpecuhtive opinion, 
u .What were the efleds of fending fuch a fum of money out of the 
country ?” He knew of no way in which they could communicate 
fbfe information that was required, except by giving an account of 

f ir own, banking tranfadlions. The Bank of England, though 
m a dH&rcnt fcale, he compared to a great Banking Houfe, and 
&&1 hot be poflible .to inftitute the enquiry that was propofed. 
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without injuftice, impolicy, and violence. Though the motioit 
brought forward by the honourable gentleman was fuch as ought ra- 
ther to furnifh a ground of argument to-morrow, he could not help 
taking the prefent opportunity to warn gentlemen againft adopting' a 
principle, which, however fandioned by prejudice, or plaufible in 
appearance, had been refuted’ by the experience of enlightened times, 
and by the prefent flourilhing (late of the commerce of the country. 
The exportation of fpccic had been held out as deftrudive to the 
wealth of a country, whereas the exportation of fpecie was to be con- 
fidcred merely in the fame light as any other exportation of commerce. 
Too rigid an adherence to the maxim of hoarding up their fpecie 
in countries where they had accumulated a large quantity of lilver, 
had been found to be ruinous to their commerce. On the other 
hand, he was not ignorant that a hidden exportation to a large and 
irrecoverable amount, that is, to fuch an amount as could not be 
cafily compenfated for by the influx and reflux of merchandize,, 
might make a fudden and alarming rcvulfion. But on the prefent 
occafion it was matter of confolation that the fame ftatc of Europe 
that called for new and unheard-of exertions, had produced alfo an 
influx of wealth, not Ids unufual and extraordinary. • For the truth 
of this aflertion, he appealed to fuels. From the fccurity which this 
country afforded to the perfons anil property of thofc who had fled 
here for an afylum, it had become the centre of the wealth of Europe. 
In proof of this he mentioned the unufual drains, which had been 
lad year made from the country by the fubfidy to the King of Pruf- 
fia, and the extraordinary fcrviccs of the year, without at all afled- 
ing the ftatc of domeftie commerce : the temporary deprdfion -which 
had before taken place, had only ferved to eftablifti credit upon a 
more firm and folid balls ; this was the fureft criterion of the flou- 
rilhing and permanent refources of the country. At prefent the 
rate of exchange between this and foreign markets, was more fa- 
vourable to this country than it had been at any interval of peace, 
and the price of dollars lefs than it had been at any former period. 
He dated thefe fads in order to do away the effeds of the propolition, 
that the exportation of fpecie muft be ruinous to the wealth of a 
country. But he remarked that the objections which had been urged 
on this ground, which even if true in theory, carried with them fo 
little force, reftpd in the prefent inftance upon a ftatement of feds 
which was not well founded. — It was not ncceffary that the loan to 
the Emperor fhould be paid from this country in fpecie. There 
were many perfons in foreign countries who would be glad of the 
opportunity to fubferibe to the loan under tlie guarantee of this coun- 
try. The money might be remitted by all the circuitous means ftich 
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ds bills of exchange, ufually reforted to in fending remittances out 
of the kingdom : and the only bad efFed which could refult from the 
mcafure, would be to lower the exchange in favour of this countiy. 

Mr. Alderman ANDERSON faid, that it was impoflible to 
add any thing to what had been fo ably dated by the right honour- 
able gentleman ; and he had only to remark on the injurious eftedt 
of fortie queftions that might be propofed to the Governor and 
Deputy Governor of the Bank of England, by Members of 
that Houfe, if the motion of the honourable genth man lhould be 
carried. 

Mr. HARRISON remarked on the abfurdity of the conij^rifon 
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, with regard to the exportation 
of fpccic in the courfe of commerce, and for a purpofc fuch as the 
prefent. Where the exportation of fpecie in mercantile tranfae- 
tions is reftrained or prohibited, the nations, it is true, arc confe- 
qucntly cramped in their manufactures and rcfources, for where 
money is exchanged for raw materials, the raw materials arc ufed 
in the manufactures of the country, which, by their exportation, 
produce employment for induftiy, an incrcafcd accompt to the mer- 
chant, and a large revenue to the State. But can the right ho- 
nourable gentleman, he allied, affirm that the exportation of fpecie, 
which will do all this in mercantile aflaiis, will have the fame ef- 
fect ? He fupported the motion, as he confidercd the mcafure of 
fending fo large a fum out of the country in the prefent crilis, to be 
a circum dance truly alarming. 

Mr. THORNTON requeded the honourable gentleman to 
withdraw his motion, as one that might be inconvenient in its con- 
fequenccs, and that could not he acceptable to his relation, whofc 
attendance was required at the bar. 

Mr. HUSSEY faid, that to be furc if the Governor and Deputy 
Governor were to appear at the bar, it would be impoflible to pre- 
vent the Members of that Houfe from putting to them any queflions 
they might think proper, and this was what appeared to him the 
only plaufible objection to his motion. As to every thing that had 

been faid with refped to the exportation of fpecie for mercantile 
purpofes, the cafe here was entirely different^ the right honourable 
gentleman well knew that the money which was now propofed to be 
fent'out of the country would never return. As to performs in fo- 
reign parts fubferibing to the loan, the prefent was too flimfy almoft 
to deferve an anfwer. Thofe perfons mud be guaranteed by bills 
upon this Country, and it was of little confequence whether we paid 
the fom in money, or in money’s jvorth. It was impoflible for the . 
#ight honourable gentleman to judge of the operation, of fending fo 
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large a fum of money oijt of the country j it w^fortjhat reafoflthat 
he wilhed to apply for information to thofe who were bsejj able to } 
eftimatc the confequences of fuch a meafurc. He had brought for- 
ward his motion, not as a party queftion, but from a regard to the 
fafety of the country. He feared that the lpan now propofed wOuld 
he extremely prejudicial to the ftate of Public Credit: how far bis 
apprdienftons were well founded, the fcquet would pjrove ; but he 
.muft confidqr It as a meafurc full fraught with danger and alarm.- 
He paid a compliment to the diftingyifhcd eloquence of the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer ; but fa id, that if any thing w r as wanting to 
ftrengthen his difapprobation of the meafure, nothing could be ip° re 
effectual for that purpofe, than the very arguments which the right 
honourable gentleman had urged in its fupport. 

.The motion vras then put, and negatived without a divifion. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT propofed that the blanks iu.thc »bill for 
the increase of the manning the navy, (hnuld he now filled up and 
the bill piinted; that the Members might be able to confult with 
their Conftitucnts, and bring in new claufcs, if neoeffary, and that 
the bill fhould be recommitted on Friday fennighf. 

Mr. HARRISON offered a new claufe to the following effect; 
€i Bo it further enafled, that every perfon enjoying a placet* penfjon 
of the value of 300I. per annum, lhall find one fea man, or two 
landmen ; that every perfon enjoying a place orpeulion of the value 
of 500I. two fcamen or four landmen; and for every addition of 
200I. per annum, one fcaman or two landmen/' 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that he fearccly knew whether this 
claufe belonged to the prefent bill, or to the bill for railing mcn.from 
the pariftics, it had fo little relation to either. He was at a lofs 
to determine whether the honourable gentleman meant it as a joke 
upon the bill, or upon the motion which he had lall year brought 
forward with refpe£t to finccurcs and penfions. 

Mr. HARRISON declaimed all idea of a joke ; he was con- 
vinced that the principle upon which he had founded his claufe, 
was that which muft ultimately prevail ; but admitted, that it more 
properly belonged to the bill for railing men from the parishes. , 
The bill then went through the Committee, the blanks were 
filled up, and the Houfe being refumed, the report was received, 
and on the motion of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, ordered to 
be taken into conlidcration on Friday fc’nnight. 

The bill for raifing men from the parifties, &c. was read a fe- 
cund time. — Ordered to be committed to to-morrow. 

Received, by a meffage from the upper Houfe, the bill for fuf-' 
Vol. XL. 3 D 
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pending the Habeas Corpus,' and agreed to the amendments made 
by the Lords. 

Tbitrfday y February 5. 

Mr. HOBART prefented a petition from the city of Norwich, 
praying for a fpeedy conclufion to the war, by ablhinin^ from all 
interference in the internal affairs of Frincc, md all other me ms 
that might be conducive to that dcfirable objedt. He it the Janie 
time ftated, thathc believed the fenfiments contained in tlpt petition, 
to be thofc of the m tjoruv of the inhabitants of Nor ' jch. 

Mr. COKE, Member for Norfolk, faid, that tlu fentinunts 
contained in the petition were the unanimous voice of thf people of 
Norwich, wlo wcic now tired of the f\ftcm of import urc nui de- 
lufion that lnd been io long Jucccf fully canitd on b) Mmirters. 
The honourable genfteman wo ill have acted with mo. candour 
if he had adminul this lad, mrtc id of barely fmng, tint luih 
were the fentiments of a mijoih) of tht innibitints* The right 
honourable the Onnctlk r of th l \ch< q »ci h id 1 mh affirmed, 
that tl e great body of the j.eopU of tl c count! y were mil in f wour 
of the war. If he applied to Ins r irht h jnoimbh lnuid (Mr, 
Windham), hcw'oi^d at lcaft find himlclr nuitiken with icmrd to 
the people of Norwich, linc^ the vcr\ j c v \ow w* o had { ipofcd his 
petition, were thofc who hadformciU lujptrfcd the intcrefts of th it 
right honouiable gentleman, and hid now become dtfirou* to c\- 
tricate the countr) from the ruinous fituation m winch it had been 
involved by his pernicious count lls. 

The Speaker, on his ictwrn fiom the Houfc of Lords, to which 
he had been fumm ned to attend his Mi,cfh s Comnuffion, ftated 
that the royal aflent had been givtn to tlic bill for the farther fuf- 
penfion of the Habeas Corpus. 

The order of the day was read for committing 1 bill for the pur- 
pofe of more effectually manning His Msjcfty s navy, by railing a 
certain number of men out of the Cviuntics. The Iloufc went into 
a Committee, in which the Chmccllor of the Exchequer ftated, 
that it was his intention to proceed in the lame wiy with refpedt to 
this bill, as had ytftcrday been a iopted with refpedt to the other 
bill for the fame purpofe. 

Colonel MAITLAND objected that, from the Ihort fpacc 
within which it was propofed to take into confidcration the report, 
Friday fc’nnight having been fixed for the purpofe, it would be 
impoflible to obtain the neccffary information from the mod diftant 
parts of Scotland. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT replied, that w th a view to obviate this 
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and other objections, a bill with feparate provifions would be adopted 
for Scotland. 

The bill went through the Committee, the report was imme- 
diately rect and the bill oidered to be printed for the ufe of 
tlic MemKrs. 

Rlr. Chancellor PITT fiid that, though he had propofed Friday 
fc Wight to take the rept rt into confi derat ion. he had no delire to 
pick the dilcuflion, except within that time the nccvifary informa- 
tion could be obt lined , at the fame time it muft be obvious to 
every gcntlcmm, of.wlnt confluence it was to proceed to carry 
into c(?e£t the object of the bill, without even the delay of a 
Angle hour. 

Mr. GREY laid, he undci flood that the bill would not be 
printed till Saturday; it would be impoflible, within fo fhort a 
time, to find into the country, in order to obtain information from 
their conftitucnts, with refpeCt to its different provifions. He 
therefore moved, that the bill fliuuld be taken into confutation on 
Monday fennight. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT afiented to the motion, and added, that; 
he lnd lately received .1 fuggeftion which, if adopted, might tend 
to fhoittn tlic inode of proev. lure, though he was not yet qualified 
to decide on its effects — nuitely, by at once referring the means 
of railing tJu £ ia from the counties to the petty fefllons, inftcad of 
fummoniug, as h\l oiL/nul!) been propuftd, a general fefllons 
for the purpof . 

Mr. IIUS.sEY moved, tint there fhould be laid upon the table 
an account of all the grain, flout, malt, anJbrm, employed in 
the diftillcnes, &e. 

Mr. SIIbRID\N fdd tint, upon a fernur occafion. he and 
another honourable gtnrLm in had indeavoured to get fome infor- 
mation of the fa vices performed by the kin * of Piuffia during the 
laft campaign, in confcquincc of his engagements with this couirry. 
Some returns had Lately been laid on the tible on that fubjedt, but 
theft* contained no information. It appeared that the King of 
Piuffia had received from this country, the enormous film of twelve 
hundred thoufmd pound*, without having tendered it even the 
faulted fervice. He thought it therefore nccefl’ary, previous to the 
difeuflion of the Impciial loan, to come to fome lefolution with 
refpedt to this conduit on the part of His Pruflian Majefty. It was 
certainly no argument again ft granting a loan to the Emperor, that 
the King of Pruflia had violated his faith. But this circumftance 
ought certainly to enforce on the Houfe the neccflity of caution, and 
induce them to take fome ftep in the prefent inftance, that might 
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operate as a warning, with rcTpe£t to future tranfaftions of the 
fame foit. Ifr> Majcftylaad dated in Ins meffage that he had re- 
ceived from the Lmperor, the drongeft aflurances of a difpofition 
to mate the greated exertions, providtd he (hould be affifted by a 
loan of tour millions from this country. He underftood, it hfc 
could rtly upon the credit of public ftatements, th it in another 

countn , the Parliament had ban told of the abfolutc determination 
* » 

of His Mijcfly to guarantee this loan. This, was a languigc which 
he cnnfidcrcd is vuy unbecoming, when addrcflld to the reprefen- 
tatives of thenafnn, and as highly improper in Mimftcrs, who 
were of courfe icfponhbk for wh itever \ loccukd from tlu, Throne. 
Before fuch a determination hul been ixprcikd, he fliould ha\e 
w idled to line had f< mething alio like i pofitive dctc munition 
from his Imperial Majedy to make the exertions which wcic to be 
the condemns of the lorn. He fhould more pirticulirlv have 
wiflicl for fuch a dcclintion fiom the Impel lal Court, wluVhlnd, 
at all times, been proverbial!) didinguidicd bv ill luth. He re- 
colkekd on tins fubjedt a ftrong expicflion of a right honourable 
gentleman fwt fuppofc Mr. Windhim), who had lud that, fince 
the capture ot Richard I., the conduct ot the court of Vienna had 
been marked b\ an uniform fuics i 1 trcichcry towards this countiy. 
Togo rd agimd thisjtinchcn, he Thought that nothing would te 
better* thin lor tin Hoiid, of Commons to fliow Ihemklvts alive 
to their dut\ on tnc preknt occVu n. Tliere were lonu men who, 
though infenfihk to the calls of honojr, were jet not callous to the 
fenfc ot fhmic home mtu ot tint dckuptioii might be found 
among the Mmikis ot Auflrii. It might thuctore be of impcr- 
tancc, bv wiv ot warning to them, to come to feme rifolution 
expreflive of indigmti >n and contempt, with icfptft to the v lolation 
of faith on the put ot his Prudian Majefry. Mr. bh ri hn here 
referred to that attiele ot the ti its , in which it w is ltipul ited that 
6o,ooo Pruflians fliould cooper Ue with the JBritifh mxijw, and 
that a commiflioncr (houlcl L i k pointed tor the purpote ot watching 
over the obfervanec ot this artiJe trom the feraps of letters laid 
upon the table, it appealed that no < < mmiflioncr h id been appointed 
fcrthis purpoft. This, he contended, yould not lmc been the 
Jfttfe, except Miniders had teen aware thit the Ivngof Piuflia, 
from the veryfird, was indifpofedi to perform his duty. He re- 
ferred alfo to the memorial of the Emperor, which dated, tint the 
effective co-opetation of the Pruflians might have been the means 
of faving Brabant, and, in confequcnce, of preferving Holland. 
Such were the effects dited by his Impeual Majedy to have re- 
flated from tile breach of faith in his Prudian Majefty. In his 



A- »79S* DEBATES. 3^ 

l V 

anfwer to this memorial, addrcfled to the Circles of the Empire,' * 
that Monarch (hews a degree of apprthenfion, that he fhould have 
even been fuppoftd to have had the fmalleft difj>ofition to keep faith 
towards this country, aftei he had oikc received its money. He 
(hould therefore conclude with moving this nfoluti n — a That it 
appeirs to tl is Houfe, that the King of Pruffa receded, from the 
trca(ury of (hut Puton, the fum of i,2oo,oool. in confluence 
of the (ty illations of the tieity concluded rt tire Hague, on the 
loth of Apnl, i/04 , and that it dees not appeir to this 
H mfe, that the- King of Prufli i performed the ftipulations of that 
treats 

Mr. JFKYLL rofo, he faid, with particuhr plcafurc to fecond 
the motion. On a former day, win n he had rifon to move for the 
papers muitioiivd bv his honourable friend, he had been induced 
to hope that fuch pipeis would have been laid before the Iloufe as 
would hue afforded fomc information on tbe fubjeft. This, as 
hid been juflly obfereed b\ his honourable friend, Ind not been the 
cafe. \ kw miftt ible extratfs of letters fiom Count Mollcndorf, 
Count h. mint/, Lord Malmfhuiv, and the Maiquis Cornwallis, 
in which th Pruftians w.rc mentioned among a \ arid y of other 
fubjci Is, h ’d been 1 iid on the table. By the tAprtfs words of the 
ta 1 v, 'i C( »n«niflioncr was to hive been appointed to remain with 
the PKjflnnarmy, to fuperintend their movmunts, and toafeertain 
whither the treaty was faithfully executed by his Pruffian Majtfty 
or not ; whereas no fuch commiffioncrhid ever been appointed. In 
reph t > the art. uni it that no c< mmiflioner hid been appointed, 
Mmiitus mijit pcihaps urge th^n reli ‘fcmcc to increafe their own 
pitioiugc bv am new appointment, and that they hul therefore 
inltruf cd their lthdcnt at Berlin to difeharge tint duty. It w?s of 
importance, on the prefent occafion, to attend to dates. The laft 
inft ilmcnt to lus Pruflian Majtfty, hid been paid on the 4th of 
O&obcr ; but long previous to Jut period, the Piuflian troops had 
gone to the’* protection of his ov n dominions in Silefia, or to co- 
operate in the infamous project of the difmemberment of the un- 
happy oountrv of Poland. Whit vir might be the reifon of Mi- 
ners fer their put Hung the line of conduit ti.cv had done, he 
was vciy doultful that the fame conduct might be adopted by the 
f mperor after he had o 1 taint d this loan, as had been ufed by the 
king of Pruffia , and foi this icafon, he cheerfiilly feconded the 
motion of his honourable hiii id. 

Mr. CharteJior PITT adverted to the vcr> whimfical notice 
which Mr. Sheridan had given on a former eceation, that he would 
take an opportune;, fo mAc * n onon on hi ViuJi m treaty with- 
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out any notice. He couM fcarcely, however, guefs that this was the 
period at which he would have chofen to have brought it forward* 
He was glad, howe ver, that he bad made the motion, fince he 
gathered from it that the honourable gentlemen did not difapprove 
of entering into a ftipul u ion with the Emperor, fince he had pro- 
fefled the principal object of the motion which he had brought for- 
ward, was to hold out a warning to the Imperial Mir.ifters. Un- 
doubtedly, if this was really his objedt, he fhould think it much 
morcconfonant to the gcncial fituation of lluiopc, and the particular 
circumftanccs of this country, than he had reafon to expect from 
that honourable gentleman. At the fame time he confide ed it as 
rather iinguhr that he (hould bring forward that motion on a day 
that had been fet apait for taking into coniideration the meffrge of 
His Majefty, and, at the very moment at which the Houfe were 
proceeding to difeufs the propriety of adopting the mcafurc to which 
his motion had a refutncc. It would undoubtedly lu\c been more 
confiftent if he had afligned the bre ich of faith of His PrulTian Ma- 
jefty, as a reafon why thccounrr) Ib.ould not enter into any engage- 
ments with the Emperor. As it at pnfent flood, he thought that 
the beft way to difpofc of it would be, to move the order of the day. 
He would rake the liberty of remarking, that, after all the attention 
'which the honourable gentleman had piid to the fuhjcCt, he had not 
quoted accurately the tci ms of the treat) when he had explained them, 
that the Pi u Hi an foicc was to co operate immediately with the Bri- 
tifh troops. The terms cxprifsly w’crc, that the y were to co-operate 
in the moft cfllfiual way for the common nufc, either jointly or 
feparatcly. At the fame time he was prepared to admit that the 
King of PrufTia had not adequately pu formed the engagements of 
the treat), and that this count*}' had jufteiufc of diflatisfiftion with 
lijs condu&. Yet, when he adverted to the efledt which had been 
produced, even by his co-operation in retarding the progrefs pf the 
French, he could not confidcr the pecuniary facrifice as too great, 
or regret the lofs of the fums which had bun expended for that pur- 
pofe. But he could rot poffibly fee what connexion the difeuflion 
of the conduit of the King of Pruflu had widi the prefent queftion, 
or how it ought to prevent us from forming other engagements that 
might appear fcrviceablc to the common caufc. Ifc concluded with 
moving the order of the day. 

Mr. FRANCIS faid, that he underftood from the right honour- 
able gentleman, that tire King of Pruifia had not adequately per- 
formed his engagements with die country. — He wifhed to know in 
what way he had fulfilled them at all ? He could not but confider 
it as wvery alarming circumitancc, tljat Minifters (hould propofc to 
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pafs to the order of the day when a queftion was brought before the 
Houfe, What had been the conduit of a German Prince who had 
received a lage fujn of money from this country, and at a moment 
when it was in agitation to give a much larger fum to another Ger<* 
man Prince ? The right honourable Chancellor of the Exchequer 
had argued, thit no conclufion could be drawn from the violation 
of treaty of His Pruffhn M.ijefty, with refpeft to the conduit of 
another Gtrmnn Sovereign, on whofe faith no reliance could be 
placed, even dill left tlnn on tint of the King of PrufTia. Were he 
obliged to decide in which c f the two he fliould place confidence, he 
ihould be difpofed to give the pufcrcncc to the Litter. 

Sir WILLIAM PUI/1TNLY declared, that he could not fit 
fHll and fee gentlemen fo miftaken in their ftatements. He had 
piid pirticul ir attention to the fubjift, and had formed his opinion 
from documents which he had rcafon to know to be authentic. The 
right honourable Chancellor of the L\chequtr had dated, that the 
King of Pruflii had not adequately pet formed the engagements of 
his trcity. In anfwer to this, he had to rcmaik that, fubfequent 
to that treaty, a very great change of circumftanccs had taken place ; 
and, from a particular inveftigation of the bufinefs, he was firmly 
ptrfuadtd that the King of PrufTia had rendered much more mate- 
rial fervicc to the common entile by the manner in which he had 
act* d, than he could have done by the nioft ferupulous adherence 
to his original engagements. 

Mr. WHIT15READ faid it was of great importance, before the 
Houfe agreed to fend money to one German defpot, to determine 
what had been done 10 return for the money font to another. The 
right honourable gentleman Lad admitted that the laft had not 
adequately performed his engagements. The honourable • gentle- 
man who had juft fat dow’n, had alTerted that he had much more 
effectually ferved the common eaufe than by the moft rigid adhe- 
rence to the terms of the trcity. There w is the moft convincing 
reifon to believe, that the vie ws of the Emperor and of the King 
of Pruffia, were entirely firnilar ; that they were both engaged in a 
common caule, the deteftable project of fubjugating Poland. He 
intreated the Iloufc to paufc before they agreed to fanClion this laft 
defperate meafurc. He ftated, as a moft alarming circumftancc, 
that Minifters would ftand up in their place unabafhed by a fenfe 
of their erroneous and wretched policy, and unconvinced by the 
experience of the repeated calamities into which they had plunged 
this once powerful, refpefled, and happy, but now enfceblcjd, dift 
graced, and mifcrablc county. * 
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Mr- FOX dated, that any doubt of the propriety of the difcuflion 
brought forward by 11 is honourable friend (Mr. Sheridan) was now 
done away by the affertion of the honourable Baronet, to whofc opi- 
nion he (hould alway s pay refpcd, more particularly when he affured 
thcHoufe that it was formed from authentic documents, tliat the 
King of Prufliahad much more effectually ferved the common caufc, 
than if he had aCted in ftrict compliance with the tcims of the 
treaty. It was of confcquencc to difeufs whether Minillcrs had 1 q 
much miftaken the interefts of this country, that the only advan- 
tage ariling from the treaty, was derived from the non compliance 
of the King of Pruflia. It was more particularly ncceffary dif- 
cufs this topic, as what had been held out might ferve as an example 
to induce the Emperor to treat and ftipulatc, in order to obtain the 
money, and afterwards to conceive that he might moft effectually 
ferve the common caufe, by not complying with the engagements into 
which he (hould enter, lie might conceive hiinfclf authoriled to 
•employ that money in his own wav, and according to his own ideas 
of policy and prudence, not fur Lnglifh purpofis, or in lubfcrvicnce 
to Englifli ideas. He migh f conceive, that perhaps the belt way to 
dcftioy thofe Fiench pimciplw', ngainfi which the war was carried 
on, was to apply the money whirli he fliuiild le'eivc from this 
country, to the difmemberment of Poland. Siuh was the objeft 
afligned in all the memorials ol the Emprds of Rulfii, for her con- 
dud to that unhappy country. And if there ftdl remained in it one 
fmall fpark of liberty , one latent principle of patriotifm, and he 
was well pcrfuidcd that there did, for he knew of how little avail 
pikes, guns, and fwords, and all the engines of dcfpotifm w r ere, to 
fubduc the m conq icrablc flame of fitedom — the ardent glow of pa- 
triotifm— he might think that Englith money could be no way fo 
well applied as to extinguilh the lall: remaining embers of ihcfc ur- 
tuous and noble fentiments. This opinion of the htnourablc Ba- 
ronet deferved to be difoutkd in another point of \iew. If the King 
ofPruflia, by durlining to comply with our Populations, if by fol- 
lowing his own judgement, he had adtd beft for the common caufe, 
it wa» not merely proper that we fliould vindicate his conduct from 
ftignta, but tliat we (hould vote hi in fome 1 1 traordinnry motion of 
t^nks. We had ftipulatcd with hirn to furnifli men, money, and 
jjtf&tllciry. He had furnifhtd what was of much more conference, 
wifdom to Minifters, and abilities for carrying on the war. But in 
Oppofition to the opinion of the honourable Baronet, the right ho- 
nourable Chancellor of the Exchequer had admitted, that the King 
of Pruffiahad not done all thayxiight liavc been exported. If this 
was the calc, it was fit tliat the Iloufe iliould declare it to their con- 
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flitucnts ; it was fit that they (hould fay* M We have given your 
money, as we thought, wifely ; the event has proved to be other- 
wife, and we have only to regret that no adequate ferviees have 
Leen affoulcd in return.” It would then only Remain to inquiry 
previous to anv difeuflion of the order of the day, whether, at the 
period of forming the tieaty, it was pofliblc to forefec the failure 
_which hidfincc taken phee, and whether, if the ferviees afford- 
ed had hu n inadequate, nothing better could have been done by his 
Pruffun Majcfty ? 

Mr. SHERIDAN adverted to Mr. Chancellor Pitt’s having 
complained of the time at which he hud brought forward his motion ; 
from the fort of notice which he had formerly given, the right ho- 
nourable gentleman might naturally ha\c cxpc&ed that thiswas the 
very d\) which he would have chofen for that purpofe. An ho- 
nourable Baronet had tfated that he had made up his opinion from 
extenfive materials. What was the. foliation of the country when 
Miniftcrs ufufed to give the information to that Houfe, which they 
had communicated to an indi\idual ? They furcly had a right to be 
infoimu! how the Kins; of Pruflia had aded much better for the 
common caufe, than jf lie had kept the terms of the treaty. How- 
ever problematical the pofition might appear, there could be no 
doubt ihat there vwre tvo individuals, the worthy Baronet and his 
Pruflian M jefty^. who exactly coincided in that fentiment. He 
again quoted the authoiity of the Emperor, who ftated that the 
Pruflim trt ops might have been employed to great advantage in 
Brabant, lie exphined his former nllufion to the Pruffian treaty 
with regard to the immediate co-operation of the Britifh and Pruffian 
troops, as txadiy conformable to the fpirit by which that treaty w r as 
di&atcd. The light honourable gentleman had faid, that he, ly 
his motion, had pledged himfelf to vote for tRe Imperial loan. — 
No condufion could poflibly be more unfair. It would have been , 
the moft indecent and unparliamentary thing for him to give any 
opinion on that loan, before he had heard the arguments by which 
it w'as fupported by the right honourable gentleman, and the (county 
which its flipulations afforded to the country. But from the man- 
ner in which the Minifter had conduced himfelf that day by refort- 
ing to the older of the day, in order to get rid of the refolution which 
he had moved, and refufing to declare to the country the violation 
of faith on the part of the King of Pruflia, a violation which they 
were themfelves compelled to admit, he pledged himfelf that this 
lhould be the laft loan to which he would give his affent. 

Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY explained as to two points s tfyat 
he had never afferted that he* had drived his information from aby 
Vol. XLi 3 £ 
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documents of Mini tiers, but from others which he had rcafon to be- 
lieve equally authentic. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT alfo explained. 

General SMITH entered his proteft againft the cordudV of the 
honourable gentleman, in bringing forward a motion without having 
given the Members notice to prepare thcmfelves for the dlfcuffion. 
On this ground, he would vote for the order of the day. At tl <* 
fame time, he expreffed his difapprobation of the conduit of the 
King of Pruffia. He reminded the Houfe, that when the motion 
was made to fuMidhfc the 62,000 Pruffian trocp*, ht had expreffed 
his regret that the fituation of affairs was fuch, as to require fo large 
a force for the protection of Handers. If thefe troops had arrived 
at the period appointed, he wasptifiladed that things would not have 
been as they w'erc at prefent. 

Colonel MAITLAND replied to General Smith, rndexpreffed 
his hope that Mr. Sheridan would take another opi or tunny to bring 
forward his motion. 

Colonel CLINTON entered into a detail of the oper itions of the 
campaign ; lut in fo low a tone of voice, that wc were unable to 
follow him in the courlc of his argument. 

General TARLETON laid, that he did not know horn what 
quarter the honourable Baionet had derived his inform a tion with 
refpcdl to the conduft of the King of Piuffn , whether fiom mili- 
tary documents, or from the convention of military men. It was 
very eafy, however, ro refute what he had affcited, t>v a Ample 
ftatement of falls. It was notorious that the mod brilliant arrange- 
ments had been made for the opening of the Inft campaign. A 
confidential perfon had been lent ftonr General Cobouig, and it was 
well authenticated that a principal part of the plan of Mack was 
founded upon the fuppofed co operation of the Pruffnn troops. If 
thefe troops had been brought up according to the Populations of 
the treaty, the greatift advantages might have been derived to the 
common caufe, which now had fo materially luffutd from their 
defection. 


Thequeftion was then put on the motion of the Chancellor of 
the Ejj^qucr, to pafs to the order of the dty ; 

Ayes, 128 ; Noes, 33. Majority, 95. 

Jple order of the day being moved, for taking His Majefty’s 
ifjpp^e into confideration, it was accordingly read. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that before moving the addrefs in 
ahfwer to His Majefty’s meffage, he fhould call the attention of the 
BMk W the Important circumftances in which it was brought for- 
Sgfrtfc The mc&ge related % a negotiation going on, not yet 
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finally adjuftcd. It was evident, therefore, that the oomnniniea* 
tion would not'havc been made, except from peculiar circumftances, 
and the nectflity of public bufinefs. It was obvious, that it wotfld 
not be proper much longer to delay providing the fupplies for the 
fervice of the year. If His Majefty (he uld agree to guaranty the 
pmpcjfcd Joan to the Emperor, it was a fubjeft intimately conncfttd > 
_w ith the queftion of the fupplies. It was proper, therefore, that the 
b ifipf r fhou'J be known as early as poflible, in order not to keep 
t! 1 uhlic in fufpcnfe, with refpeft to the future fituation of the 
counnv. He was extremely happy at the opportunity now afforded 
by His M ijcfty's meflage, to dilcufs the general principle of the mea- 
3 arc which had already been collaterally adverted to in the courfeof 
the debates. It would be importable to enter into the details of the 
me dure till the negociation fhould be concluded. If the queftion 
was now to decide, whether it was preper for His Majefty to gua- 
rantee a Ion fui a paiticuhr force, thtie weic three points to be 
confidwrul. ift, The utility of the co-operation of Auftria. id, 

"1 he feeurity for the performance of the flipulacions. And, 3d, 
Whethi r the rifk of the loan itfclf was greater than the probable ad- 
\anttgc to be derived fiom the mcafurc ? The firftof thefe quef- 
tions, the g< ncnl p<jlicy of the meafuic, was the moft material, and 
that which he lhould moft fully difeufs. Great as had been tlie 
prejudices attempted to be railed on the fubjeft, he trufted to be 
able to refute them bv the ftatementofa few limplc points, Thefe 
were, 1 ft, The impoffibility of procuring peace in the prefept mo- 
ment, which had been admitted by a great majority of that Houfe. 
2dly, The great and powerful exertions which had been recommend- 
ed even by thofc who advifed a negociation. We ought, thirdly, 
to conlidcr the enemy with whom we had to contend ; an enemy 
powerful in mep and refourccs, and with whom this country h&d 
never fo fuccefsfully combhtcd, as when its maricime ftrength had 
been aided hy the judicious application of a land force on the Conti- 
nent, in order to weaken and divide the exertions of our opponents. 

If fuch was the chai after of thofc with whom we had to contend, 
perfuns, who had found a fubftitute for money, by reforting to re- 
fourccs, wlvch he, however, contended could not be permanent, 
who had raifed an immenfe land force by the aid of rcqtiiftrions* 
and w'ho had been able to make greater nj val exertions than aft any < 
former period, it was ncceffaiy that we lhould oppofe to them the 
fame means which they employed againft Us. If he was afted, 
where was the money to combat their rcfources ? "Where was the , 
land force to encounter their requifitions ? Where was the npy 40 ' < 
maintain its fuperiority on the fea ? Sifth was the prouil fituation df 
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this happy Hland ; all thefe were to be found in Great Britain.— 
If there was any deficiency, it was in the number of our land 
forces. It was ncccffary, therefore, that for thefe we fhould looK 
to fome great Power on the Continent. And to whom could wc 
look but to the Emperor ? Both from the extenfive means which 
he pofTelfed, from his local fituation, from the military character 
of his fubjeels, and from his intcrcft in the profccution of the pre-i 
fent contcft, an inhered which, as he would (hew, was incrcafcd 
by the difficulties and difaders v.hioh he had alicidy experienced. 
That nothing was to be hoped from treaty, was fuffic'mtly evinced 
by the dreadful example that had lately been exhibited, that there 
was no fecurity even from a peace which pinmifed to be concluded 
within a few weeks. If the road of conqucft was found to be 
lhorter than that of negociation ; if we looked for a Power who was 
interefted in the preservation of the Italian Spates, and to defend 
thofc provinces fsom the cnaoachmcnts ot the French, whofe inte- 
reft it was to defend Savoy, and jictcrvc Piedmont, the Emperor 
was that Power. If wc wanted a Power who would defend Spain, 
or be a barrier to die French in the Low Countrhs ; for all thefe 
objefls die Houfc of Aufttia was concerned. The Emperor was 
that Pow r er with whom we would naturally defire an alliance, if 
thofc objefls w r cre worthy our regard. Guild this country fubmit 
to a fituation which, while it remained in the hands of Fiance, de- 
prived us of the fourccs of our wealth, and precluded the intercom fc 
of our commerce ? 

But he did not merely reft upon this argument, nrifing out of the 
g^ncnll fituation of Europe. It was an objee* of policy to increafe 
Our force when confidcrcd as ailing upon our enemy in anti* her mode. 
JPbr what he was now' to mention with refpeet to the fituation of 
France, he had the admiflions of perfons w ho could not befufperted 
of giving an unfavourable ftatement. He had the admiffion of Tal- 
Iien himfelf, corroborated by fevcral other Commiffioners and Mem- 
bers of the Convention, that the internal pi cl fu re of France was 
fuch, that it could not long be fupported, unlcfs the immenfc mafs 
°f jtijpr currency w r as reduced. There exifted no way of diminifh- 
' itte mis mafs, but by a diminution of their .expences, and thofc ex- 
{Knees could not be lefi’cncd, unlcfs their forces w r erc reduced. 

c& the time that this ftatement was made, the preffure upon the 
interior Tj&d dnereafed ten- fold, and ever fince tile firft day of this 
Ifdfibh of Parliament, as far as we had regular accounts, things were 
.declining to that point which muft terminate in ruin. The quefiion 
fttb to this, will you abandon this mode of diftreffing your 
>eti&fty, a mode which, upon their own confcfiion, will have the moft 
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furc opeiation ? It was neceflhry, therefore, that we ftioojd kee|> 
them up to tlic fame fcale of exertions which frtuft ultimately he fatal 
tg their rcfourccs, and that by bringing into the field a force equal 
to any which they could poflibly fupply, counteract their pmftffed* 
objedt, to make peace with fome countries, in order that with a 
reduced cftablifhment they might more fuccefsfully carry on the War 
again ft others. It was probable that the King of Pruflia would not 

come foiw r ard with the fame force as during the laft campaign* 
This ought to operate as a ground for double exertions on the part 
of this country. The queflion was whether we would be parties to 
their fchcine of policy, by allowing the Emperor to withdraw his 
force for the want of pecuniary affiftance, by thus affording fircfll 
encouragement to the French in the profecution of the wa g» or ac- 
celerating a peace which muft in its lfluc be fatal to Europe, and 
ruinous to this country ; moft particularly againft England was their 
enmity dircCUd. It was with the wifli to purfue the war againft 
this country with unabated rancour, that they defired peace with the 
other pow cis of the confederacy. This argument brought him to 
the third point, the prefervation of our naval fuperionty. There 
feemed an un minims fentiment to pen adc the whole Houfe, that 
our naval exertions fliould be limited by nothing fhort of our power 
of continuing them , hut when the gentlemen on the oppofite fide 
oppcfcci this mcafurc, upon the principle of its cramping the navy, 
the) oppofed it upon errontous view ^ of the fuhjtci. The propo- 
fition on the contrary was attended with benefit to the nivy. The* 1 
queftion now did not lay between the navy and die Auftrian loam 
It was not whether the na\al intcrcft fhould be facrificed to the 
Auftrian Joan ; but it was, whether after all the exertions ufed for 
the incrcafc of the navy, the) would not give fuch afilftance as would 
be attended with benefit to the common caufc, and even indirelMy ; 
promote die intcrcft of the navy ? Thcie were two ways by whfcft^ 
we maintained our fuperiority at fea : firft, by increafing our o'tvnt, 
marine to the utmoft extent of which we were capable, and dien by * 
purfuing fuch mcafures as in their probable conftqucnces would have 
tendtney to weaken the naval ftrength of the enemy. If by mean$ 

of afliftance granted to die Emperor, he brought into the field 
200,000 men, die French could not pay that attention to thdt 
marine which otheiwifc they would ; confeqilcndy their exertions 
would be diminifhed, ani our fuperiority on the ocean would be* 
much greater than if their attention was not withdrawn from their 
navy, and ncceffarily directed to their military 
Taking the queftion in both th’cfc points of viewv it was highly f 
beneficial. lie would next quinine what objections could 
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brought againft the mcafure; or'fuch obje&ions as he had heard 
Urged in former converfations upon the lubjech The firft was, 
as to the reafonablt affuranccs of the fulfilment of the ftipulations of 
Ac treaty ; and, fecondly, the chance of* the burden falling upon us 
ultimate l v, fuppofing the Emperor (hould fail in his payment of the 
loan. To the fiift point, a curious fort of argument had been in- 
troduced, which, if pufhed to its extent, would end in the annihi- 
lation of all fyftems of alliance# It was argued, that the King of 
Pruflhi had broken Ins tieaty, and, thtreforc, we (hould not enter 
into treaty with any other power. One gentleman, in the harih lan- 
guage peculiar to him when he fpoke of our allies, had laid we were 
not to treat with one dtfpot, when we had been deceived by :i r cr- 
mcr: an argument that could not be admitted to the extent in which 
it had been uigai, except we vac to renounce all . lliancc, and 
expunge every treaty from the annals cf nations. We couM nt\cr 
enter into any tieaty with am Monarch or Defy ot, for fo the- ho- 
nourable gen'lcn/m hail da 2c to call them, bccaufc we had met 
with one inhancc of l reach of faith. To this the principle muft 
g^>, unh is it c< uid K Ibted, that, l cc.uife the King of Prufiia had 
failed in the tear 179 tliticfoic, the hirperor of Germany was 
riot to be tiuitcd in thv ^ear 1795; or that the difference of times 
made fon.c difference as to the principle. He w'as glad, however, 
in fomc d'gne to find this principle abandoned, and the fubjeCt 

* matter of enquiry now was, whether we had fuch nnfonable grounds 
«©f aflunnee, as by wife and experienced ftatcfmen, had bctorc Lein 

thought fufiicknt to fecure the performance of the conditions of a 
treaty. What, he afkcd, wxic the general grounds of alliance be- 
tween nations ? Confidence in their good faith, a fenfe of common 
intereft, and an apparent finecrc inclination to fulfil their engagements. 
On thefe grounds he proceeded to defend the finccrity of the F mpe- 
JWr. The foith of Auftria had been attacked, and declared to be 
notorioufly bad ; but, in his opinion, the hiftory of that country 
would (hew licr to be faithful to her engagements, except in a period 

♦ ©f about two years, which had been remarked as a departure from 

general condudh But could we imagine, that we had no rcli- 
>T tUKe upon the intereft of the Emperor r He was under die prdfing 
*"<#11$ of intereft and honour, to make refpc&able efforts of defence. 
fWde* honour, and intereft, all ftimulatcd him to die moft ef- 
jfedqgl aps of exerting himfelf with effed. Could we fuppofe, 
would remain content to fee the French in pofleflion of the 
Countries ? Would he tamely view their encroachments in 
I of quietly remain a fpedator of their oonquefts in Italy ? 
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Was their preponderance in the fcaie of Europe, a matter of no 
concern to him ? 

> j *vAs l far as depended upon the difpofition of the Emperor, he 
thought much of that was manifefied by tl\e circumftance of hie 
having now applied to borrow money at a large rate of intereft, after, 
exhauftmg and burdening himfelf with the cxpences of throe cam- 
paigns , had we not reafon to fuppofe he was pcrfc&ly inclined to 
co-opcrate with us, when, after the events which had recently 
happened, he was not difeouraged, but joined with in in the defence 
of Holland and the Rhine, by which the progrefsof die French had 
been retarded ? It was not by this loan feparately, that the Emperor 
could make thofe exertions , at this moment, he was employing 
every means tx> raife, upon his ow r n dominions, taxes to be dlfc&ed 
to the fei vice of the war , and making the greateft exertions in call- 
ing upon his fubjeds to come forwaid with their contributions, in 
aid of the pecuniary aflilhnce w'hich he might receive from this 
country. With refped to the queftion of fecurity, was the fum 
of fix millions to be allowed to come in competition with the ac- 
quifition of the whole Auftrim forct ? If we compared the fum 
with the number of tioops to be employed, w r c (hould find that it 
was purchafing the ir a Hi fiance very reasonably. Though this loan 
was not adequ ire by itfelf to bear the expences of fuch a number 
of troops, jet, if it was granted, the resources of Auftria which, 
without its afliftance muft remain inadivc, would be brought into 
adion ; and there were ftrong grounds to believe that the exertions 
of the Empcioi, laft camp lign, had not been limited by inclination, 
but by defed of means. If the fad were even to be that the expence 
was ultimately to fall on this country, it would not be unwife nor 
impolitic, after having increafed our own army and navy to the 
utmoft, that we (hould, bv adding to the rcfources of Auftria, en- 
able her to bring into adion a formidable army, which otherwife 
would remain inadivc. This loan was made in the face of the 
public, and folemnly and deliberately concluded in the eyes of alt 
Europe. Tfee condud of Auftria had never been fuch as to infer 
that (he would, forgetting honour, juftice, and policy, barefacedly 
break the conditions Solemnly entered into. In her pecuniary en- 
gagements, (he was interefted above all others, and a breach of 
faith in them would be attended with consequences deftradtive to 
herfclf. She had ever been obliged to have recourfe to loans ; and 
from her fituation in Europe, it was improbable and impoflfible (he 
could always maintain it without, at fome future day, agpift en- 
tering into a fimilar tranfadion. With fuch a neeeffity under her 
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•view, could (he give that fatal blow to her credit which (he muft 
give if flic broke with this country ? On theft general grounds, 
he concluded (he was unlikely to adopt fuch a conduit. The ngltf 
honourable gentleman deluded the \ roprictv of continental cbhnec- 
tions,andobfcrvcdtlut a right honour lbk g ntlcmin oppolite to him 
(Mr Fox), in lus whole political career, lnd vciy Itrenuo iflj de- 
fended the propriety of them ilfo. lit hul lcculed otner Mnufters 
oftaiving the country dt ftitute of illit% and without th ft powerful 
.connections on the continent, which were eflentidly beneficial to 
the interefts of this countrv. Bdidcs all theft c > i r ftriti >ps, the 
treaty would contain fhpulatiors, proudly, tint foi c\ v three 
hundred pounds advanced, m obligation. u\<n th Lm 1 ot Vunna 
foi four hundred would be trinfinitt d to this louipn, ind the 
privilege would alio be fee uud, to I ie the I mperor in 1 is ov n hue- 
ditary territories, according to the ilublifhcd foi ms ot the Courts 
of Juflice. Was it hkelv tint, wi h tueh puv lege veAd in us, 
the Emperor, in order to refill its opcriti ns, would,, in th*. 1 efent 
jituation of Europe, be in 1 letd to trirnple upon even foi in < f 1 iw, 
and to defeat cvci\ puneiple ot juthcc ? If alter all he w is ifkcd, 
if there was no rifk, lie w 3 s n >t prepared to male tl is afkrtion , 
but that the conhderation of rilk fliouM le allowed mc\cr) infhnce 
to countered every probable ground ot liope, wis i puneiple to 
which he could never aflent, md tint the advantage like 1> to idult 
from the prefent meafurc was fuJi as greatly to over balanee inv nlk 
with whith it might be attended, w is the elcircfl proportion th^t had 
ever prefented itfelf to his mind. lie concluded with moving, 

That an bumble addi A fsbc piefentcd ta III# Afnjcfh, toictum IIis 
Majefty the thinks ot this Iloute ioi li s mod tenuous nuflage, and for 
his condcfccnfic n and goodncls in having letn pic it" J to communicate 
to us the date ot the ue s oci tuon m which Hi IMa jet y has ci giged with 
the Emperor 

To ailuie His Mijcli* th r, when His Mueft> fh ill b*" enabled, accoid- 
ing to his gracious intc 1 ion, to li} betoic Ua the letulr ot tint n-goui 
tion, and the arrangement iditive to the te npoiary advances made bv 
HiiMijcdv in the lattei p it ot the ftift cimp«ign, we flull proceed to 
talge the fubjed into our furthci confide! ition with the fuious mention 
which it willdefcivc that, in the me n time, we think it our duty to 
exprftft to His Mijtfly the (hong fenfe we entertain ot the adv intage 
Which might be denved to the common e lufe from the vigoious co ope- 
ration of a powerful Auftmn army in the next campugn, and to oftci our 
jbumble opinion to His Mijcfty, that, if it flu uld appeal likely that thit 
* advantage may be effectual 1} (called by enabling His M jelly to gua- 
ranty, under proper conditions, a loan to be ruled by the i mperor, to 
fuch On amount as may be thought reafoiuble and proportioned to the 
extent of bis efforts, the adoptiop of fuch a mcaluie mav be eflentully 
conducive to the immediate intends ot His Majefty *s iubjedts at this 
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eonjun&ure, and to thr great objett of rc-cilabliflung, on a ffeure and 
ymanent foundation, the peace and tranquillity oi’ thefe kingdoms, 
of Europe. 

fafri*-KOX faid that, after what had happened in that Houfc 
to-night, ho hoped he fliould not now be confidcrcd a<? exulting 1 
in the calamines of his country, if before he fpoke upon this fub- 
jed, he defin'd the Houfc to advert to what lie faid in the courfe 
“of the laft feflionof Parliament. He begged of the Houfc alfo not 
to fuppofe that he was now fpeaking the language of pecvifhnefs, and 
as he had been told on a former occaiion he was doing, when he 
talked of the calamities of this country. He hoped the Houfe 
would give him credit 1< >r wlnt lie faid, that we were this day in a 
calamitous lituation. I 'his was what the 1 1 oufc ought to feel when 
they were called upon to vote awav, bv millions at a time, the 
money of the people of this country. He hoped and trotted that 
the Houfe would do him the jutHec he deferred, moie lie did not 
afk, which was to reflect that lefs than twelve months ago, at that 
unlortunitc period when Parliament agreed on granting a fubtidy 
to the King of Prutliu, he called upon that Houfe not to adopt 
fiich a mealurc; and he faid, that large as the turn was which was 
then Hiked for that fubiidy, the conference would be, if it was 
granted, that applications would come from other quarters, and to 
a llill larger amount I fad not the event this day j ul tilled what he 
, laid r He laid no claim to appiaufe for what he faid on that occa- 
iion ; there appeared to him no extraordinary fagaeity required to 
make the prediction, as it was termed; it appeared to him to be 
the natural remit of what was then going on. The Miniftcr had 
commenced his ipeech upun rhe ftfhjed now before the Houfe, w T ith 
fomc general obfcrvaMons upon the policy of' this country having 
certain continental alliances; he was ready to own, tint in a view 
ot general policy, it u ?- prudent with regard to tiic intereft of this 
country, and cfpccially in oppoiirion to France, that continental al- 
liance for us was a general good rule, but like all good rules, it was 
fubjed to modification by oiroum (lances ; to be fo bigoted in, at- 
tachment to any rule as not to allow that cireumftanees might alter 
it, was the higheft abfurdity in politics. The Miniftcr had cx- 
preffed a great difliketo rhe pradice of puftiing arguments to ex- 
tremes, and yet he himfclf had carried his arguments to extremes 
indeed. As to the good faith of the Emperor, Mr. Fox faid, he 
never did put an argument to that extent, nor had lie any neceflity 
for doing fo in making obfervations on the treaties into which this 
country had entered finee the prefent war; he thought he could fee 
a clofer connection between Pruflia and Auftria, in the way of treaty 
Vol. XL. 3 F 
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for fubfidy from this country, than between Carthage and the Em- 
peror* With regard to what the right honourable gentleman had faid 
to-night, he afked the Houfc if they did not recoiled that laft year * 
on the Pruflian Treaty, it had been word for word repeat^ ^Tiiis 
ihewed us that the opinion of the Minilfcr was never to be altered 
by events ; and here he muft advert a little to what the Minitfcr 
had faid laft year upon the fubjcol of the Pruflian treaty. He faid 
then a great deal upon the faith of the King of Pruflia, his interefr 
and his inclination ; upon that occafion, much was faid on the 
fame of the King of Pruflia, and the fecurity wc had for his dclire 
for military glory ; we all knew how the event happened upon the 
fubjed of that unfortunate treaty; and he con felled he belie’ cd that 
arguments which had been ufed then in favour of the King of Pruflia, 
and thofe which had been urged to-night in favour of the Emperor, 
were juft as applicable to the one as to the other of thefe two Princes. 

The Miniftcr, in the beginning of his fpcrch, faid fomething 
of the war ; whatever he faid upon that fubjed excited curioiity. 
He had faid that the majority of the IJoufe thought with him that 
peace was unattainable at prefent. Now that might be the opinion 
of the majority of the Houfc, but certain it was, that the right ho- 
nourable gentleman himfclf had, a few nights ago, prevailed upon 
the Houfc to evade that very queftion, by the amendment which he 
moved upon a motion made with a view of fettling that very que- 
ftion, and therefore it was rather too much to fay in that Houfc 
what was the opinion of the majority. The next thing to be con- 
fidcred, was the Minifter’s obfervations on the fpeech of TalJien 
in the National Convention of France. Bv the way, he did not 
think the Mini tier's information upon that fubjed was correct ; but 
fuppoling it to be fo, it amounted to nothing, for the whole of what 
was faid, in the way that Tallien was allcdgcd to have laid it, was 
only the aflertion of a man who might fpeak upon a particular 
point any thing to anfwer a purpofc which lie had in view, when lie 
was, as it was well knowm he was, oppoled on that point, in that 
Convention, by Cambnn. The evidence of tw o men, contending 
for power in the way they were contending, he did not confider to 
be fuch as that Houfc ought to rely on in the difeuflion of the im- 
portant fubjed which w r as now before them : he therefore muft in- 
treat the Houfc to be cautious as to the credit they gave to any ac- 
count of the decay of the refources of the French ; the refourccs of 
the French might fall, but it was the great bufinefs of that Houfc 
to take care that the refourccs of England lhall not fall in contending 
with France ; and would the right honourable gentleman fay, that 
if this loan were entered -into, and ftiould be eventually paid by 
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tliis country, it would be poflible for us to carry on the war for 
many years to come ? It was faid that the money to be advanced 
for An could not be applied with advantage to the fervice of 
the nav> Poflibly not for thib year, but could it not be kept in 
referve for future years ? We ought to look to the means of conti- 
nuing the war for anv numbei of years that might be neceffary. It 

* was fiid tint with the whole fix millions wc could not arid a (hip or 
a nun to our nav\ at prthnr. This was a little difficult of proof* 
for he doubted \cry much whether the application of fomcof that 
money to ihe fervice of tK mvy might not be very efficacious even 
foi the prefent vear , in future )cars it ce rtainly muft. But let it 
be enquued whether the Minifttit dodrinc ui*m this point, although 
probabl\ falfe with regird to our mvy this j car, w\ns not ftridly 
tme with regard to the navy of France, Did the Minilltr himfclf 
believe that the m\ al ext rtions of France were in any degree cramped* 
although in futuie it was to be hoped they might, for want of pecu- 
niary refourccs ? Did lie think that France would now r have a greater 
naval force if (lie had no Continent il armies to oppofc the laft cam- 
paign. The navy of 1 lance, notw ithflanding all the exertions Ihe 
lnd been obliged to m ike bv land, was as great as her comparatively 
fmall commerce, and perhaps want of naval ftores, (which (he did 
not want bccaule (hi Could noc pay foi them) would permit, and 
there was no giound whatever to fuppofe but that in the courfe of 
the prefent year, it would be as great as money could make it. 
With iclpcfl to the general policy of employing foreign troops in 
this war, he could not help arguing, from experience, that little 
reliance was to be plated upon them. The right honourable 
gentleman knew how much of the money of this country liad been 
already fquandcrcd for fuch aid , and every body knew what had 
been the condud of our allies. It had been confcfled that there 
wcie points in the conduct of the Aullruns difficult to explain. 
He believed it not only difficult, but impoffiblc to explain thofe 
points in any fatisfudory manner. It was no wonder the Miniftcr 
declined cntciing into a detul of condud: which involved every thing 
that was fufpicious. But ought he not, before the Houfc voted 
fuch an enormous fum 6f money, to give fome account of the tfon- 
dud of the Aullrians before TOurnay ; ought he not to aflign fome 
reafon for their precipitate evacuation of the Netherlands, and that 
too againft every remonftrance of the commander in chief of the 
Britilh forces ? And afterwards, when the Britifh army had been 
obliged to retreat, and by the apparent diminution of the Trench 

• force, there feemed to be a favourable opportunity for ading offen- 
fivcly, ought he not to give fome account of the furrender of the 

3 F 'i 
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captured fortrcflcs ? Ought not a Britiih Houfe of Commons to 
hove thefe things explained before they repofed this unlimitedcc^ 
fidcncc in the Houfe of Auftria ? In the latter part oHftccam- 
paign, it was faid the Auftrians adted better. Poffibly tljey might, 
for then they began to be paid for their trouble ; but was it not no- 
torious that the Duke of York was left at only thirty miles diflance 
to judge of their intentions bv fpeculalions on their movements, as 
he might have done of the intentions of the enemy r Was not 
this recorded in the Londop Ca/.ette ; and did it not ft.ind as a 
proof that there was no amicable concert or co-operation between 
theAuftrian and the Biitiih army? Were thefe points to be ex- 
plained, or were the} not: 01 was the Houfe to be fatisfied with 
being told that they were difficult ? What was the cafe at Tou- 
lon r 5,000 Audi Mil troops were to fail from Leghorn to rein- 
force the garrifon, but when thefe troops came to the place of em- 
barkation, the commanding officer faid he had orders not to embark 
till he received farther dite&ions from Vienna. When this was 
mentioned laft \car, the Miniftcr laid it would be improper to 
enquire too minutely into the conduct of our allies — a very ineffi- 
cient aniw’cr, as he then thought, and as if had fincc proved. Bur 
were .we not now' to have Ionic explanation with refpeft to the con- 
conduct of Auftria, when we were going to enter into new engage- 
ments ? We were not ft) rtafon, it was faid, on the prefent 
occafion, from our recent experience of the King of PririTia’s 
conduct. The defence of that conduct, as well as all hope of 
future aid from that quarter, was now given up. The King of 
Pruffm flood with the Miniftcr now, as he long had flood with the 
public, and long ought to have flood in the opinion of tlut Houfe. 
It was now too clear to be denied, that his real object had been the 
partition of Poland ; to aid him in the aecomplifhmcnt of which, 
he accepted of a fublidy from this country. Might not this be the 
cafe with the Emperor, who had ailb views upon that devoted 
country r But the Houfe of Auftria, it feemed, muft be thought 
remarkable for confiftency and good faith. — Was it fo r — Read the 
two manifeftoes iffued by the Prince of Saxe Cobourg, in the cafe 
of Dumouricr, and you will find nothing more iniquitous in all the 
jreprobated conduct of the French. In the firft, he exhorts the 
French people to co-operate with that virtuous man, Dumourier, 
in the reftoration of limited Monarchy, with affurances of the moft 
difinterefted aid and protection on the part of the Emperor. Five 
days after, finding the virtuous Dumourier not followed by his army, 
as had been expected, heTlFucs a fecond manifefto, recalling all’ 
the promifes made in the firft. Find an inftance of greater perfidy 
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in the hifiory of tlie world, perfidy not exceeded by the conduct of 
.the King of Pruflia with regard to Poland, This was the ally 
tCi faith implicit confidences as to be given, according to the 
right lynourabk gentleman who complained of putting extreme cafes 
in argument. He was icadv to lay tint he would truft neither 
Pruflia 1101 Auftria, while tlieir councils were dirtdtcd by the fame 
peifons. This prudence, die right honomable gentleman undcr- 
ffood verv \\l 11 , whm he was arguing on the affairs of France, for 
then he iuquntlv t dkc d of tilth, and confidence, and fccurity ; 
and afkcd wl it luth eould be icpofcd in Robcrfpierre or Cambon» 
01 am of th< nu.n who diucUd tlu Government. He always in- 
1 1 lit ii then on toolkit i;ng the eh ir lehr of the parties with whom wc 
ftioidd hut to tie it, although onl\ 0.1 the bio id question of peace or 
w ir. Now he thought we ought to be mor< attentive to the character 
ot thofi with whom we were to treit for alii nice and co-opcration 
inclining on a war, ihm of thufe with whom wc were to treat 
timpl) for peace, for nothing could be elearcr than that lefs fccurity 
Wus lvcefliry for the purpoics of making peace*, than for making an 
alliance to <.ari\ on a w u. The M miller was offended at the cx- 
picflion ot GtitnuDiH t r, whVli hr endeavoured to turn, as if it 
hid bun me mt to tcun i\er\ Mon in h a ddpot. He liopcd, nay 
he knew and felt, tint there was a Monireh who had nothing in 
common v\irh am ckfpot up n 1 irth, bur the name of King. His 
honoui ible friend, who mule uic ot the e\preflion, had filled thc^e 
Mon uehs properlv, for thev h u! manitefted to the world that their 
unitoim intention was to n.dc the initiate of their power the rule 
ot their conduct. He ullui die kingoi Pruflia a defpot, meaning 
alwa\s the chunter or his cc uneiN, on various grounds. He 
c died him a defpot on account of his treatment of tbit brivc and 
meritorious man, La Fjjctto , whom, contrary to cur) rule of 
civ ilia d nations, lie liad moil fhametullj and erurJJy imprifoned. 
What was Li Faji tte s iituation now ? When the Pruffian cabinet 
thought thil they ought not to be lr the whole of the odium, he and 
his companions in misfortune were transferred to Aufinan prilons. 
What applications had been made in their behalf he knew not ; but 
if report faiel true,# the cabinet of Vienna, unable to avow what 
they did in the face of the woild, added to the infamy of their 
conduct by the f.dfehood ond cruelty of doming that they were their 
pritontrs. He hoped and trufied tint the* conduct of thefe defpots 
of Germany towards thefe men, would make a deep impreffion upon 
a Britifh Houfc of Commons, and never be mentioned but with 
abhorrence. 
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The Miniftcr laid that the Emperor had various motives for main- 
taining the credit of his finances by good faith, of which he gave 
Several inftancts, fpeajdng, as he this night was, as ChancdJ$>of 
the Exchequer for the Fmpcror, in which charatfcr heknewTtwas 
effential to deny his dcfpotifm, for the finance and the power of a 
Defpot, with icfpcdt to public credit, always run inanijiverfe ratio. 
With refpeti to his intueft in the war as an independent Piince* 
he never could difcover it , and with ufpert to his intereft as head of 
the Germanic bod), was what they had all read in every ncwfpapcr, 
true or not. In concert with' other members of Diet he had 
agreed, that while picpirations were making for anothci t unpaign, 
ferious endeavours fhould be made to open a negotiation for peace. 
Such was, in fubftance, the refolution adopted on the propofition of 
the Eletior of Menu. Let it be fiippofcd that the Empire having 
done w r hat we refilled to do, \i/. declared a rcidincfs toncgociate 
with the brench Republic, fhould conclude a peace; upon what 
fide of 1 'ranee w«*s the Empcior, as Duke of Auftiia, to make his 
attack ? If theunpire were at peace with Fiance, would it he the 
intereft of the Emperor, or would it he in his pow r cr, to fulfil his 
engagement with us foi continuing the war ? We w'ere now in a 
peculiar ftage of the hulinefs, and it becunc us to confidcr oui fitu- 
ation vciy attcntivel). Four millions were to be given to the Em- 
peror, for which he was to furnifli 200,000 men, arid perhaps two 
millions more fora proportion itc addition of men. Now' fhould it 
not be inquired, fhould not the Ifoufe be fatisfied that this was in 
the Emperors powei. He knew many well-informed men who 
doubted it exceedingly. 1 U believed tl 1 Emperor had it not in his 
power ; but he wa*> furc the lloufc ought to know that he had both 
the power and the inclination, beioie granting fuch a fum of money. 
He now came to the Emperor s refourccs, and his ability to pay the 
intereft, which the Mimfter find might be fafely depended upon* 
To this the anfwcr was (hort — If the* right honouiable gentleman 
were a better argucr— -if every thing he had faid were true — if even 
the Emperor had ftill greater refourccs, he would find it difficult to 
perfuade thole who feldom judged amifs w 1 ere their own intereft was 
concerned, viz. tliofe who had money to lend, rpenwho were better 
judges of the folvency of a borrower than any Minifter could be. 
Thefe were the men the Minifter fhould have convinced of die 


wealth of the bank of Vienna. Had he done fo ? 


By ncrmcans. The Emperor ha 1 already tried them upon better 
taHiffc than were held out by the prefent loan, and completely failed* 
He would fay, completely failed ; if not, let the experiment be 
tried again. It fignified nothing So make panegyrics in that Houfe 
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upon the good faith and honour of ihe Emperor, and upon the fol- 
vency of the bank of Vienna. Let the Minifter go into die city 
and hoar the opinion of monied nun. The antwer it was cafy to 
guef« . It reminded him of w li::r he had laid the other day on the 
verdi djof .1 jury : “ The verdict is Mt g, tiny, and tl * -it fatisfies m© 
of the Innocence of the ac-ufed.” The anfwcr ot monied men to 
tli'* Emperor would he, u I will not lend you m\ money upon your 
own fieutitj .” '1 his would finish him oi the iniohi nov of the Em- 
jxror. No a let it be inquiicd what \»t mull actually lofc, even 
in the <.\t nr of the Emperor fulfilling his ingigunuit. He offered 
a high lute t f intcreft upon his ovn kcuritv. \Vc enabled him by 
the piopoftd loan to hoi row at a lower iatt, and as money and cre- 
dit wete hi ih mm ki table, w e loll pn rifely the difference. I he right 
honourable gutflemin fumed to doubt this, hut it would cafily be 
illulh it<’J. Suppofc la hid a ihip ot the \ due of 10, cool, which 
was t) fail to tlic VWft Indie > without u*mov. Suppufe it to be 
tikcn, wiiat would he the c lids ' r Aik flit* infuianee broker the 
v due of the infiiranci, aiul that would lr the amount of the loft. 
'1 his loan w r as more objectionable even than a fuUidy. Subfidies 
in general were piicl i \ inontbh inital merits and it the fervices fti- 
pulatcd for, wire not performed, we could Hop faither payments, 
as in rhe cafe oi the* King of Pruflia. But couM we do fohere? 
By no imam , for if the Empcior fliould fail at any time to fulfil 
his en'Mgcment, we fiiould fiill he ohlijic. 1 to pay the- whole amount 
of the loin. If he fnoulil tail to jay the intcirfl, we lliould have 
to r ife 4 5 0,00 cl. a jear to make it good, while for the fame fum 
weeouM borrow ten millions on our own account. What lecurity 
had we that the Lnniror would he able to fulfil his engagements ? 
We. all l new tha f h ; s fubjecT, as well is tin fe of the King of Pruf- 
fia, wcie un mimous in their wiih tor peuw S jouM he litlcn to 
them, and withdraw entirely from the ctnn.il, could w'c withdraw 
from the pa\ ment of the 1 un ? No, the credit of this country would 
be pledged for the whole fum, and it might be impofllble for us to 
recover a Hulling of it. The Mini Her had faid much on the re- 
venue of the Emperor. He w idled he had Hated the particulars 
and the furplus after defraying the charges u|mn it. The Auftrian 
Netherlands were the ftcurity offered for the former loan, but they 
were now gone. Did the Minificr himfelf really believe the ftate 
of the Emperor’s revenue to be fuch as to enable him to pay ? If he 
was not able, we might pronounce as many panegyrics on his ho- 
nour as we plcafcd, but after all we muft pay for him. He inftan- 
ccd the cafe of the Silefian loan, where the late King of Pruflia re- 
futed to make good the engagement to private lenders. If that 
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Monarch, for Dcfpot he muft not be dallcd, could find a pretext 
for refuting to pay pi! vale individuals, with how much more cafe 
might a pretext be found between two nations ? 'Hie lituation of 
the country was indeed calamitous, but not fo calamitous as^it mull 
foon become if this meafure were adopted. This loan was tojcnablc 
the Emperor to continue the war only for twelve months. Would 
thcMinillcr fa v that this war would be terminated within that pe- 
riod, or that if it continued longer the Emperor nuift not come every 
year for a like or a larger fupply ? We fhould remember the finances 
of the King of Spain ; he might, and probably \vould, come for 
our afliftance if peace was not foon agreed upon between him and 
the French. This was not, as he had been told on a fon^ r oc- 
cafion, the language of pecvifhncfs and paflion ; what he had al- 
ready faid had been verified by the event, and what he was now 
faying he had too much rcafon to apprehend would be verified in 
the fame manner. Was the right honourable gentleman confident 
that the war would terminate with the next campaign ? And was he 
fure that this war, which we had undertaken for the fake of order, 
morality, and icligion; anil with the concurrence and lor the lately 
of all Europe, would not nr kill fall entirely upon us ; that we Ihall 
have fo pay all the expence of ir on the part of Vienna, Sardinia, 
Naples, Spain, and omfdvcs! That .we fhall have, in fhort, to 
pay for the aimics almoft of the whole world r He might be told 
if we did not do this, what fhould we dor He would anfucr, add 
this m aw to our naval firengfh, and depend upon our own exertions 

• inftead of depending on ireieherous allies for then we might be able 
even yet to fuftain fix or kven more campaigns but by the p relent 
fv'ftcm tint would hr impofiVole. The conduct of M millers was 
highly ccnfurablc for their want of ciutiun in this v. ir. He was 
of opinion, tin! flv* Dutch, were not rordiillv with us in this war 
and the event had juftified the opinion. How fio-'.d the cife with 
refpefit to the other powers ; were the {objects of ihc drfH.r«*nt ihtc* 
attached to this fciufe againft the enemy : he feared that if we com- 
pared them together, we fhould find the) were not. He had rcafon 
to know' that the King of Prulln. In ! ad: Tally refuted to put his 
troops under the command of a Hi iiifil General, for fear they would 
revolt ; he believed the fame apprehenfion was entertained of the 
Atfftrians. He wilhed His Royal Highnefs the Duke of York 
took a cluir in that Houfc and gave them the information he was 

* pftflciled of upon that fubjed, and he was afraid that the effed of 
that information would be, that we can have no rational hope of 
the co-operation of the Pruflians and the Auftrians in the next cam- 
paign. This being our lituation, the queftion was, whether it was 
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prudent in us to go on witli fuch enormous loans, or to truft to our- 
felvcs, to offer peace, but to prepare for war ? He was furc hc'kncw 
which w?s the wifer courfe, and it was not his fault if that Houfe 
did not illopt it ; and if wc went on upon fuch mcafures as that 
which wA now propoftd, we fhould drive ourfjvxs rapidly to ruin, 
for m point of extravagance and tolly, this meafure w r as never equal- 
led at air period of its cxiftcnce. The right honourable gentleman 
had filial that this loin was not to affect the lupply of the ycir. 
bo much the worfc, foi then the people would not now feel the ef- 
fects of it, and it might come upon them on a hidden when they* 
were unpiq ared for it, and the d mger of th it fort of delufivc hope 
of icoorFy w is one of the gu itefi evik th it could happen to a peo- 
ple.— H( th(L ,T ht, there lore, tint if this buhne/s was to go on, 
the better wa\ would be to piovide f;r ii at once, by riifinp fixes ; 
then int jeopc would ie'c the red lituation the) weie in, and would 
know whit burdens they muff bear , whereas, the other mode only 
tended to deceive for the prefent, in order to make tlu»r di finds at 
a futuic day the more intolerable. There were nnny other objec- 
tions which he had to ibis meafure, but thcfchc might pci haps fub- 
mit at a future peiiod. He tlicn moved as an amendment, that all 
the words after the word “'defile” fhould be left out of the Addrefs. 
bir FR \NCIS B\RING laid a few words jgainft the loin, 
bii WILLIAM PlJLTFNh \ fupported the addrefs and the 
loan, as a vuy neeeflary and politic mealurc , the cxpcncc he con- 
fielcrtd as very ineonliderable, when the benefits that might cniuc 
fiom fo itreit a uiohrcenient ot militaiy ftrength w T ould be gained 
on the Continent. M my gentlemen feuned to think that the only 
thing this county ought to attend to w is her naval power ; lie, for 
one, was ot a different opinion , he had as much reliance as any 
man could have upon the protection of our navy, but at the fame 
time he believal lint nothing could be of in htflcnliil confequcncc 
to us, or hands llie enemy more, thin a gieat army Leing kept 
upon the fionticrs of bimee; and in fo fir he agreed with the 
Chancellor of the L\cl equer, th it Iv a divcifk n of tl.it foit, wo 
would take much fiom the powu ol llie ciumv m their exciti >ns 
at fca. If we thought of an invafion, which lie was almoft fure 
would happen, though he had not the ieaft doubt, when it did, 
that it would bccafily repelled, this w is a plan th it we fhould adopt, 
for tlic rcafon lie had juft gmn. If we looked to peace, lu thought 

that we fhould certainly jpve this affi fiance to Auitna, beaiufo France 
would be much more ready to treat for peace, w Ik n a formidable 
alliance was againft them, than when the different Powei^ in Fu- 
rope were entirely feparated and unc )nnulcd in ihe common dais. 
Vol. XL. j G 
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Mr. MAURICE ROBINSON fpoke a few words againft the 
loan, and wiflied the money to be applied to the fcrvicc of the Bri- 
tifli navy. 

Mr. W. SMITH faid, that if the credit of the Empcrfjr was fo 
good, how came the offer in the city of feven and a halfncr cent, 
to be there rcjc&cd ? 

Mr. BRANDLING was againft any loan or fubfidy to foreign 
Powers, and thought our reliance ought to be on our navy, and 
that every attention (hould be paid to it. He thought alfo, in con- 
fcqucnccof the enormous fcale of our expenditure, that the French 
might be encouraged to hold out from the idea that out finances 
would be exhaufted. 

The qucftioti was loudly called for, and the Iloufc divided upon 
the amendment ; 

Noes, 173; Ayes, 58. Majority 115. 


MINORITY on the Motion to addrefs His Majefty on hi? Mef- 


fage relative to raifing 

Aubrey, Sir John 
Bating, Sir Fiancis 
Bankes, Henry 
Baflet, Sir Francis 
Bouverie, Hon. Edward 
Brady 11, Wilfon 
Brandling, Charles 
Browne, F. J. 

Burch, J. R. 

Bunion, R. 

Bullcr, panics 
Byng, George 
Church, J. B. 

Coke, T. W . 

Coke, Edward 
Courtenay, John 
Coxe, H. FJippdlcy 
Crefpigny, T. C. 

Eaft, Edward Hyde 
Fletcher, Sir Henry 
Ford, Sir F. 

Fox, Right Hon. C, J, 
Yraneis, Philip 
Fitzpatrick, General • 

Grey, CharleB 
Hariifon, John 
Hill, Sir Richard 
Howard, Henry 
Hullcy, William 
Hare, James 
Jckyll, Jofcjjh 


a Loan for the Emperor. 

Lambton, William Henry 
Langlton, John 
Lciccfter, Sir John 
Lemon, Sir William 
Ludlow, Earl 
Maitland, Hon. Thomas 
Martin, James 
Milner, Sir William 
Milbankc, Ralph 
M‘Leod, General N. 
North, Dudley 
Picric, Henry 
Plumer, William 
Popham, Alexander 
Powlett, Hon. Vere 
Ridley, Sir M. W. 

Robin Ion, M. 

Ruffcll, Lord William 
Shaw, Cunlifte 
Spencer, Lord Robert 
SmitI , General 
Tarleton, General 
Thompfon, Thomas 
Thorold, Sir John 
Thomas, W. 

Wynne, R. W. 
Wyndham, Hon. P. C. 
Tellers. 

Whitbread, Samuel, jun. 
Smith, William 

Total 6o« 
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•' Friday , 6th February. 

A portion was prcfcnted from the Mayor and Commonalty of the 
city of \|jrk, deploring the calamities of the war, deprecating the 
' idea of our interfeicrtfce with the internal government of France, 

. and praying that the Houfe might adopt fuch means as might tend 
to bring about a fpeedy and honourable peace* 

Ordered to be laid on the table. 

The Marine Mutiny bill was read a fecond time, and ordered 
to be committed. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT gave notice, that on Wednefday, the. 
1 8th of this month, he fhould bring forward the confideration of the 
Supply, and the Ways and Means of the Year, generally underftood 
by opening the Budget. 

Mr. WHITBREAD afleed an honourable gentleman, wljp had 
been fo materially concerned in the fubjtdl of the (lave trade, when 
he intended tobiing his propolition forward in that Houfc, upon that 
fubjeet ? 

Mr. WILBKRFORCE faid, he intended to bring it forward 
this day fortnight. 

Mr. THORNTON prefented a petition, of which the follow- 
ing is a copy : 

To the Honourable the Houfe of Commons of Great Britain, in Parlia- 
ment aficmbled. 

The humble Petition of the Inhabitants of the Town and Borough of 
Southwark, convened by the public advertifement of the High Bailiff 
of the faid Borough, 

Sheweth, That your petitioners fincercly and awfully affe&cd by a due 
feufe of the trying and momentous circumftances, under which they now 
appeal to the wifdom, and to the feelings of their Couifirutional repre- 
fentatives, the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aifcmblcd, find 
it their bounden duty, to give their opinion upon the prefent alarming 
Hate of public affairs, with all the frankneis and explicitncls which the 
crifis demands. 

And fird, your petitioners freely and zcnloufly declare, their true and 
unfliakcn attachment to the Monarch on the Throne, and to His Royal 
Family ; and their firm determination to fupport the genuine principles 
of this mod excellent Conftitution, fhould any attempt from whatever 
quarter, whether foicign or domefiic, be made to fubverrit. 

In revolving, however, the events ct the prefent war with France, 
your petitioners with the deeped concern have obi’enul, that the uniform 
bravery manifeded by the Britilh fleets and armies, has in no refpeft ad- 
vanced the prefumed obje£ of the war, and now lefs than ever appears 
likely to attain it. 1 

‘ The confideration of the difaflers and defeats which have lately attended 

the unfupported efforts of the Britilh arms on the Continent, is in the 
minds of your petitioners bitterly aggravated by the reflection that thole 
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allies whofe councils and rcfentmcnts firft engaged us in the conteft, have 
wrung from the credulity and confidence of the generous and indtiftrxous 
people of Great Britain large fums of money, tor which, in violation of 
all faith, no adequate fervice appears to have been performed or at- 
tempted. . . Jj 

In the events of a campaign fo unparalleled in calamity ,/your petiti- 
oners, among other fatal confequenccs, perceive a large* addition to the 
cxifling national debt, the fpeedy diminution of which has been long 
held foith to your petitioners and to the country as a mrafurc indifpen- 
fably ncTcffaiy to the maintenance of the Conllitution as well as to the 
credit of Great Britain. 

Under the incrcnfing preffure of fuch burdens, jour petitioners are 
Convinced, however highly they are difpofed to cilimatc die fortiridc 
and loyalty of all deferiptions of their countiymen ; and however -eadily 
they admit the temporary advantages, which both the gcnetal commerce 
and the public funds of this counriy may h ue derived fiom the tetrors 
and calamities of other luiicns, that the confequcnccs ot perfevering in 
the prefrnt definitive war, mud tend rapidly to deprefs and ruin the 
occupations of ufcful labour and profitable indufhy, ami ultimately to 
deftvoy the only true fources of the nation’s power, our tiaue, our com- 
merce, and our manufactures. 

Under this impreifion, your petitioners arc compelled to turn their 
thoughts moll feiioufly and cagirly to the only real u ni dy for the evils 
they apprehend, 1’eack : tor in the tianquillity, ihc civilued intcr- 
co'irfe, and the rommctcial prol’perity of the furrounding nation.* ot F.u- 
jope, jour petit ioncis conceive rhccommeici.il intc:cfs of Gicat Britain 
can only find their intercll and fupnoit. Jn the purluiis of vengeance 
or ambition, in wars and camps, in iWularion and blood flied, even were 
the contcft attended with temporary fuccefs, the refuit to a country cir- 
cumftanccdas this h, muft be national bankruptcy and ultimate ruin. 

On the fc grounds, your petitioners humbly but diftinclly pray, that 
your honourable Houle, declaiming every pretence of right, on the 
part of Great Britain, to create or corrcft a Government for France, 
and difregarding whatever is or may be the title or con (l ruction of that 
ruling power, which either does or may exill in that country, will car- 
neflly adopt the moft effectual means for recommending an immediate ne- 
gociation for peace on terms confident with the honour and fecurity 
ot the Britilh Empire. And your petitioners farther affin e your honour- 
able Houfc, that it, contrary to the hopes of your petitioners, motives 
Of inordinate ambition, or of implacable refentment, however raflilv and 
impvovidcntly excited in the mind of the enemy, Ihould render it impnf- 
fible to obtain a termination of hofrilltics upon fafe and honourable terms, 
your petitioners will be found among the readied of His Ma jelly’s loyal 
fubjedls to Hand forward to the lull means of cxcition in defence of their 
country, or to periih with its fall. ^ 

And your petitioners will ever pray. 

Ordered to lie on the table, 

Mr. GREY began by observing, that the fubjecl on which he 
once more thought it his duty to folicit the attention of the Houfc, 
had already, in various fhapes, and upon different occaiions, em- 
ployed the utmofl: powers of invefligation, and had afforded oppor- 
tunities for the mod brilliant difplays of genius. — At this time it 
had neither novelty to excite curiofity, nor charms to captivate the 
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imagination : yet, notwithftartding thefe circumflances, he was well 
convinced that it was (till poffeffed of fufficient importance to arreft 
the judgment of every well-informed individual, and the frequency 
of itsjoccurrcnce would, at the fame time, he hoped, have the ef- 
fect dt producing temper in difeuflion, and wifdom in enquiries. 
At leaft, x he now looked forward to the period of thofe vague and 
unfatisfa&orv declamations which had been uniformly indulged in 
the courfc of this calamitous war, and was prepared to expedt an 
explicit avowal of the caufes of our pcvfeverance in this difartrous 
contort. This, at an}' rate, he was entitled to hope, from the ad- 
miflion of His Majertvs Minifters, who had now cxprcfsly avowed 
the fpccific grounds on which they were refolvcd to continue the 
war, and who had, in purfuancc of this avowal, authorifed the right 
honourable gentleman to move the amendment, by which lie had 
evaded the former motion which lie had made. As to the general 
propriety of thefe declarations, whatever opinion others might en- 
tertain as to them, he thought that the multiplication of them was 
both impolitic and abfurd as to ourfclvcs, as well as unfatisiadtory 
and inconfiftcnt, fo far as regarded the people of France. But 
without entering into that enquiry at prefent, and admitting thefe 
declarations as a fair criterion by which to judge of the fpirit and 
tendency of that conduct which Minirters had thought proper to 
purfue, it Hill remained to be afkcd, wliethcr the amendment of 
the right honourable gentleman agreed with the fpirit of thefe de- 
clarations, and whether he had, in his own conduit, deviated from 
it. 'Faking it, however, upon that amendment, and thofe decla- 
rations, lie would afk, whether they were fo plain in their nature, 
and fo incapable of mifconilructiun, as to warrant the right honour- 
able gentleman in aliening that the Houfe had already come to a 
final refutation, as to the impofllbility of negoeiating a peace with 
the cxifting Government of France. — But whatever might be the 
fentiments of that right honourable gentleman, lie would ftill trurt, 
that the Houfe had not hitherto adopted fueh an opinion in the lati- 
tude in which it had been laid down, though he well knew that he 
lliould be referred to thofe declarations themfelves, as furnifhing 
the moft indifputabk tokens of the fairnefs of his intentions, and 
the uniform fona files with which he had acted in the whole of the 
bufmefs. In addition to this, he might probably be told of the 
rnifreprefentations of the conduct of the right honourable gentleman, 
in which he and his friends were fo generally accufcd of indulging 
themfelves. However this latter circumfhnce might be urged, and 
with whatever degree of violence former topics of difcullion might 
be revived, he ltill was refolvcd to bring the prefent qucttiun, in 



PARLIAMENTARY 


4H 


A. 1795. 


order that, if pofliblc, it might be fpcedily brought to a fair ifliie, 
and the country fully apprifed of the fpccific object, for which they 
were Ihcdding their blood, and exhaufiing their treafures. t Impor- 
tant a*, in this rcfpcdl, the qiicftion would undoubtedly be regarded, 
he would beg leave to fubmit to the Ilonfe, V.h'jihcr itvwovdd not 
be proper to enquire whether thefe declarations bore on their face, 
that the definition of the exifiirg Government of Fiance was a!>- 
folutcly ncccffary, in order to Tcfiorc thi.» nation to ri.e bMiings of 
peace. In the extent of this proportion, he v\a«s v,n!idcnr die 
Houfc would not fupport him ; and therefore, if fuch an. eared to 
be the meaning of thofc declarations, he was perfuaded they would 
be thought nugatory. And, whatever might be the even: of that 
part of his propofition, yet at any rate he (hould have the iatisf action 
of di (covering whether the Mini dry were really perfuaded of theim- 
pofiibility of negotiating a peace with the cxifting rulers of France, 
and thus at lift arrive at the real point, which he wi filed toafeer- 
tain, that without a change in the Governors of France, w r c mufi 
continue to wage a helium inUnicchium till that event fliould take 
place. Even if this was the cafe, it was fill! requilitc to be fair in 
the explicit avowal of thefc fentiments: the honour and lv’ppincfs 
of the nation demanded it — juflicc to that enemy with whom we 
were engaged required it — and even the reputation of the right ho- 
nourable gentleman hiinfelf mofi explicitly required it ; for furcly 
he mufi be dead to all confeioufnefs, if lie did not remember that 
the awful refponlibility with which he was inverted was hourly in- 
< rcafmg, and that lie mufi now, if ever he was willing; to do fo, 
avow and adl upon opinions which would meet with univerfal ap- 
probation, or run the rifqueof involving this country in ruin by his 
own blind and wilful obftinacy. — Once more, therefore, he would 
put to the Houfc, whether they thought the prefent Government of 
France was of fuch a nature as to preclude the pofiibility of a nego- 
tiation ? and whether they thought that the reftoration of Monarchy 
in France was a fine qua non , without which a peace could not be 
effected ? The- right honourable gentleman, complaining of mifre- 
prefentation, in his ufual way, had faid, that it had never been his 
objedt to attempt to rcftorc Monarchial Government to France ; 
though how could lie obviate this bar to the opinions he had expref- 
fed as to the paffibility of a negociation, unlcfs by retracing his 
former fentiments, and acceding to the poflibility of a peace with 
the Republic: In fupport, however, of his amendment on a former 
night of debate, he liad thought proper to refer to the various papers 
and public documents which had parted during the courfc of the 
prciuit *conteft ; but, in the firft place, in the declaration to the 
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people of Toulon, hq had only taken notice of the fourth paragraph 
in that paper, totally difregarding the preliminary declaration, in 
which an explicit avowal in favour of Monarchy was required, 
and likeAife neglc&ipg to refer to the terms under which Lord Hood 
had proflijjed the people of Toulon his ailithncc, in which the fame 
avowal Monarchy was required, and the deftru&ion 

of that Monarchy, with particular lpccificd adts of aggrciTion, were 
ftated as the grounds of the prefent war, And how, after thefe 
repeated declarations, could it be urged that any mifreprefentation 
had taken place, when Fie, and thole with whom he adted, only 
relied upon the very words of thofe declarations, which ought either 
to be retracted, or the confequenecs mud inevitably follow* When 
we next came to the King’s Proclamation of the 29th Odtobcr 1 793, 
it would be found that in it would be difeovered the fame obftinatc 
refolution, in refuting to treat with the prefent Government of 
France, and the fame refolution to attempt every thing tor its fub- 
verfion. In the body of that declaration, His Majcfty had cx- 
prcfsly avowed, that he would fufpend all hoftilitics againft thofe 
who would declare their refolution to adopt a Monarchial form of 
Government, and rally under the ftandard of that hereditary Mo- 
narchy under which their country had fiouriflicd for ages. What,, 
join die ftandard of the hereditary Monarchy, unmodified in its pri- 
vileges, undefined in its prerogatives, and tyrannical in its cxercife^ 
and, after having thus reftored the ancient dcfpotifm in all its un- 
mitigated feveritv, then the French nation w as to think of limiting 
that power which it had once more rendered uncontroulable, and 
po] idling thofe fetters which once more had been riveted upon them. 
But even fuppofing the people of that country had once a predilection 
for Monarchy, and fuppofing that we were once of opinion that the 
reftoration of that fyftem was the favourite object of their purfuit, 
as well as the moft effectual means of fecuring our own tranquillity, 
yet did not the events of the war now teach us, that to attempt any 
more to interfere with their internal Government would be madnefs ? 
And thus, from every domcftic declaration of our Cabinet, as well 
as from their prefent obftinaev, it would appear that the reftoration 
of Monarchy was that oA which they were refolutely bent, and that 
the deftruftion of the cxifting Government of France was deemed 
equally neceflary. That this was the real fiatement of the. cafe, 
would more ftrongly be evinced from the declarations of the King’s 
Minifters at foreign Courts, on the fubjcdl of the prefent conteft. 
In fupport of this obfervation, he begged leave to refer the Houfe 
to the declaration* of Lord Robert Fitzgerald to the Cantons of 
Switzerland j to thofe of Lord Hervey, at tire Court of Turin i 
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and, laftly, to the memorial of my Lord Auckland, at the Hague, 
to the States General. The latter, mod particularly, was not a 
mere matter of fpeculation, founded on the wavering ide^s of an 
unconnected individual, but had been confirmed by the fandtion 
and authority of theHnufc, of which that noblr Lord w^tf'a Mem- 
ber. And in that memorial it had been exprekiy laid, that the 
Convention could be o.-nfidcrcd in no other light than as a gang of 
regicides, with whom it was imjxiflible to conclude any treaty of 
amity, or preferve the common intercourfc of political fociety.— 
Thus, upon the whole, whether it was our bufmeis to regard thefe 
declarations as from our own Mini Iters at home, or from thofc of 
His Maj city’s Minifters abroad, it would ftill appear to be genet ally 
underftood that the Government of France mull at all events be 
changed, and the reiteration of feme fpcciesof Monarchy take place ; 
fuch being the rcfult of all former declarations, what was the 
amendment made by the Minifter? It confirmed every declaration 
that had been made previoufly to it. An argument had been ufed, 
that though the Government might not refufe to negociatc with a 
Republic, yet with the prefent fiovernment of France they would 
not negotiate — Was that intended to be the declaration of the 
Houfc ? Upon this ifatement he would not go again into arguments 
on the profped of lucccfs ; for he did not believe that, out of a 
very fmall circle, there cxifted a man who entertained flic fmallcft 
hope of cflc&ing fuch a change in the French Government by the 
war, as to enable the Government to enter into a negotiation, not- 
withftanding the fanguine predictions and rafti affertions of the right 
honourable gentleman. 

In order, however, to fupport his opinions, the right honourable 
gentleman had recourfe to partial and mutilated accounts of the de- 
bates of the Convention, and, from the weak and violent fpccchcs 
of certain members of that body, he wilhed to infer that there was 
fuch a degree of debility in the reiburccs of France, that w r e had 
the hopes of continuing the war with the faireft pmfpcd of ulti- 
mate fucccfs. But againft all thefe hypothetical rcafonings, there 
was to be oppofed the uniform experience of all the events which had 
taken place in the-courfe of the war, and yet thefe arguments were 
flill continued to be enforced with a weight of experimental evidence 
againft them, which muft make every well-informed man at once 
futprifed and difgufted at the repetition. In the courfc of the for- 
mer debates upon that fubjcct, he had cited the inlhnce of Ame- 
rica, in order to ihew that thofe violent mcafurcs, the neccflary 
confequcnce of a Revolutionary Government, were by no means 
inwingatiblc with the future profperity and peace of a rifing State* 
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During the war with America, as well as in the war with France, r 
a law of maximum was introduced, paper credit was firft introduced, 

; and the moll violent meafures ufod to prevent its depreciation ; and 
yet America, notwithftanding all obftacles, had obtained tier inde- ( 
pendence, and had rifen in glory, honour, and affluence. Here, . 
^however, 4jeniight pejjiaps be reminded of the very different na- 
tures of the American contefts, and of that effential 

diftin&ion which mud ever be made between genuine freedom and 
a wicked and ungovernable licentioufnefs. But this diftin&ion, 
though in many refpedis it might be admitted to be juft, yet it„ 
would hardly ferve the purpofe for which it was made. The 
French, whatever their cxceffes might be— (and in condemning the 
numerous a<fts of atrocity of which they had been guilty, no one 
could be more fincere or carneft than himfclf) — the French, he 
contended, were ftill animated with vigour in what they imagined 
to be the caufe of freedom ; and while their armies were a&uated by 
the enthutiafm which that principle infpired, all attempts at fub- 
duing them muft be vain and impracticable. Two years ago, their 
refources were faid to be in a ftate of rapid decline ; and from that 
decline their fpcedy extinction was confidently prognofticated. Such 
were the rcafonings by which laft year the Houfc had been perfuaded 
into a belief of the profpefi of the fpcedy termination of the conteft ; 
and the opening of the campaign, it was faid, would foon realize 
the fplcndid anticipation of fuccefs with which we had been dazzled. 
How, in point of faift, had it turned out ? Wc were witnefles to - 
exertions, which the right honourable gentleman had admitted to 
be unprecedented, from this exhaufted country, and which had ren- 
dered it the terror and admiration of every enemy \ and thus, if 
wc went on to eftimate their decay from their exertions, we might 
find them in the complete enjoyment of victory, while our Minifter 
was affuring us they were on the verge of defperation. Suppofing 
for a moment that the people of France w r crc to argue that a famihe 
was apprehended to be faft approaching in England, from an ac- 
count of the proceedings of the Lord Mayor on the price of bread, 
that the refources of the country were, nearly exhaufted ; and that 
the navy of England could not be manned without very extraordi- 
nary meafures, and indeed the* plan which the right honourable gen- 
tleman had propofed for that purpofe, refembled that of putting a 
certain number of men in requitition ? What, he would a(k, would 
the right honourable gentleman fay, if it was concluded in France, 
from thefe proceedings of ours, that we were on the verge of ruin \ 
Moft unqueftioxtably, he would treat fuch conclufions with con- 
tempt. Hi9 oWn conclufions on the ftate of France, from the cyi- 
Vol. XL., 3H 
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dcncc he had given, were in the fame predicament. How, then, 
coaid we expect fucccfs in contending with the French from the idea 
of their refourers being nearly exhausted ? Had w r e any hope of fuc- 
ceeding by force ? or had wc any hope from the divifions among 
thcmfelves ? What had been the confcqucnce of the fuccefs of the 
combined armies? While Dumnuricr was fuceefsful, Paris w r as in 
confufion, and became fubjeC to the dominion of tjty^riffotine 
faCion. When the combined army was fuccefethj, the Briffotine 
faftion was deftroved, and fuccccdcd by the tyranny of Roberfpicrrc. 
In (hort, if wc reviewed the whole war from its commencement to 
the prefent time, we {hould find that the orvly effcC of the fuccefs 
of the allies was to unite the French to their executive Government. 
They divided amongft thcmfelves only when their own armies were 
fuceefsful. What, therefore, became of our hopes of dividing the 
French ngainft each other, when our defeats conti ibuted more to 
that than our victories. But it was faid, wc (hould not think of 
treating with France for peace, bccaufe wc could have no fecurrty. 
lie hardly knew how to argue tluit point. Security for peace he 
was afraid we could not have from any power in Europe. The 
fccurity of peace was founded chiefly on the intereft of the parties. 
Could we have had better fccurity from Louis XIV., who, although 
a Monarch, was not Iefs the enemy of this country than the prefent 
Republic of France ? What fccurity could wc have had for peace 
from Louis XVI. were he living, or even from Louis XVII. were 
he now upon the throne r None but fuch as w r as founded upon their 
intereft, and that intereft, according to the point of view in which 
the fubjcct might appear to them. Not fo cxaCly the cafe with 
regard to the French Republic ; for they were bound to give way to 
popular opinion ; and if honourable terms were offered to them, 
the popular opinion would naturally be in favour of fuch terms. — 
Therefore, if the queftion of fccurity muft be confulered, wc had 
a better profpeC of it from a. Republic, than from a dcfpotic Mo- 
narch. Poflibly, he might be told there was an inftance of the 
uncertainty of the fccurity he had been mentioning in the cafe of 
, America and France. He admitted, that M. Genet had conduc- 
ed himfelf improperly in America, and was recalled. That vir- 
tuous and able man, General Wafhingtmi, lxid by his wifdom pre- 
ferved die peace of his country. He made complaints, and was 
attended to in the manner which fuch a character deferved. But 
as to Minifters exceeding their inftructions, that was not new ; 
there were fevcral instances of fuch conduct in other countries.— 
With regard to w’hat the Minilkr had faid on the danger of intro- 
ducing French principles into this country, he w ould a(k him, if he 
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realty thought, that to burden the people, was the way to matyc 
'hem more contented with their fituation, and confcqucntly to m&Ice 
lefs likely that any dangerous principles might find their way 
hongft them ? Or did he really think, that while the people of 
is countty^vcrc permitted to continue in a ftatc of profpcrirv, that 
by would b^tewiflo plunge themfclvcs into confufion and diftrefs ? 
pon thefc confiderations, he thought himfelf entitled to call upon 
at Houfc to remove every thing that appeared to be a bar againft 
tAC poflibility of opening a negociation for peace. This bar cxift- 
*d in the different declarations to which he had already alluded. 
Hut then the Miniftcr would afk, what difpofition did the French 
Ihew to make peace with us ? lie would fay, that the French had 
declared they would make peace with feme powers, in order to 
carry on the war more vigorously againft others. From which the 
right honourable gentleman endeavoured to conclude that they had 
no difpofition of peace towards us. Now, from thefe premifes he 
drew a contrary conclufion ; and he would fay, that the fair con- 
ftruftion to be put upon that declaration was, that tlx French wifti- 
< d for peace generally, and that they would make peace with all 
thofe who were willing to make peace with them. The intempe- 
rate exprcffions which fome of the Mcmbcis of the National Con- 
vention had made ufe of when fpcaking againft this country, had 
been, he feared, too much occalioncd by very indifcrect exprcffions 
in that Houfe. Had it not often been faid that there muft be a 
determination in this country to cany on againft the French, a war 
ftd internecionem f What w ere they to think of fuch determination ? 
It was, therefore, not at all wonderful that many of the Members 
of the National Convention fhould be much irritated, and fhould 
have made ufe of very exceptionable language, as well as fome 
Members in that Houfc. What really was the difpofition of the 
French with regard to peace muft be matter of opinion and conjec- 
ture ; but were he to be afkcd his, the anfvver would be, that he 
believed the French w r ould not at this moment be averfc to nego- 
ciation. Perhaps he was deceived in this \ but he could not be 
convinced of his error, uptil the experiment had been tiicd. But 
how tried ? Surely not by humiliation, but by a fair and equitable 
offer to negociate, upon honourable terms. If this were tried un- 
fucccfsfully, nothing farther could be faid upon the fubjeft ; we 
muft proceed in the war W'ith the utmoft vigour. All he wanted, 
by what he fhould fubmit to the Houfc, was, to remove thofe inju- 
dicious declarations which taught all who knew of them to believe 
that it was the intention of the Miniftcr to carry on the war, for tlx 
purpofe of deftroying the Government of Fiance. He wifhed to 
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pave the way for a negotiation, by acknowledging the executive 
power of France ; and furely it was no great conceffion to acknow- 
ledge the cxiftence of a power which made all Europe tremble.— 
There was nothing degrading to us in making fuch an acknowledge- 
ment. They had not denied our competer\ce to treaty/ith them, 
and he faw no danger in acknowledging their* ^rrrrHencc to treat 
with us. But the right honourable gentleman would afk, Upon 
what terms would we make peace r This would be an unfair ques- 
tion. He had avoided mentioning any thing about terms ; thefo 
he left to the Executive Government, a powder which was juftly pof- 
feffedof the means of judging firft upon that fubjeti. He knew, 
that had he mentioned any thing of terms, he Should be alked by 
that right honourable gentleman, if he would wifh to ftatc to his 
enemies the terms on which we would accept peace, before wo 
knew any thing of their difpofition, and whether he would wifh to 
encourage the en< my to advance in its demand of terms, by our 
rcadinefs to propofe cunceffions. He therefore avoided evciy thing 
upon that, point. Indeed, he knew that the vciy nature of the 
.tircumftances of war, might, within an hour, alter the complexion 
of that cafe. All that he afked of the Houfc was, that they would 
confidcr fcrioufly, aud confcicntioufly, whether they were prepared 
to countenance the Miniftcr in his peifcvcrnnce in a war, carried on 
for the avowed purpofe of changing the Government of France— 
it was not ncccflhry for him to fay, to reftore the old Government 
of France. But let the Houfe confidcr, whether they would an- 
fwer to their confciencc$ and to their country, for fupporting a war 
upon fuch a principle. He had faid he believed that the people of 
this country were almoft unanimous in their defire for a negotiation ; 
he would now repeat that opinion, and add, that he believed that 
the people of this country were almoft unanimous in a wifh that an 
honourable peace fhould be concluded between this country and 
France. The right honourable gentleman expreflcd.himfelf as if 
he ftill thought that the people of this country were eager to carry 
on the war, and that too upon his principle. But a right honour- 
able friend of his (Mr. Windham) lamented that the people ncvejr 
bad been fufficiently eager for this war. % Now, upon this fubjeti, 
he could only fay, that in all popular meetings where petitions had 
been difeuffed, and there were already a confiderable number, the 
refolution for peace had been carried in them by a great majority, 
Something like counter-petitions had been attempted ; but they had 
been all obtained on the principle of alking for peace in a way more 
likely to beTucccfsful than the others. If this was not fo, let the 
right honourable gentleman fltew him one petition that did not ex- 
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prefsly afk for peace. Having declaimed all ideas of difcouraging 
the people of this country, by bringing this fubjeft forward again, 

I and infilling on the neceflity of the Houfe coming to an explicit de- 
claration, whether or not this war was to be continued for the pui- 
pofe of dcftroying the Government of France, and alfo on the ne- 
ceflity olSJje Publip* being properly informed on that point, he con* 
eluded with itioVlng the following refolution : 

. Relblved, That this Houfe confidering that in the fupport which it 
has given to His Majefty in the proiecurion of the prefent war, it lias at 
no time had any other object, but to reftore to their kingdoms the blef- 
lings of an equitable peace. That with a view to accomplilh this hu* 
mane and delirable end, every foimal difficulty which may Hand in th* 
way of a pacific negotiation with the Powers with which wc are at War, 
ought, in the fir ft in fiance, to be lemovcd ; and that without feme ac- 
knowledgement of the cxiftcnre of a competent Power in France with 
which His Majefty may negotiate, and conclude a treaty of peace on 
juft and rcafonable teims for both paiites, there can be no termination of 
the prefent war, but in the deftrudiion of one of them. 

Confidering farther, that the cxiftcnce of fuch a competent Power in 
France has been dire&ly acknowledged by feveral of the Powers of Eu- 
rope, as well as by the United States of America, with all of whom, 
during the prefent war, France has maintained the accuftoined relation 
of peace and amity : 

And confidering alfo the exiftenccof fuch a competent Power in France 
has been, in various inftances, virtually admitted even by the Belligerent 
Powers themfeives, fome of whom have entered into public reflation* 
to make overtures for peace, is of opinion that the Government now cx- 
iftingin France is competent to entertain and conclude a negoctation for 
peace* with Great Britain. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS fa id, that, when this Jujeft was laft 
before the Houfe, he had exprefied his doubts on the propriety of 
making fuch declarations on the part of this country as were then 
called for. He would now fay, that he remained fo much of At 
fame opinion, that he was certain no pofliblc good, but on the 
other hand, much mifehief mwft arife from declarations of any fort, 
and more cfpccially of that fort which the honourable gentleman's 
motion of this day feemed to hold out. He laid he conceived it to 
be a principle of the Conftitution of England, that neither the 
Houfe of Commons, nor any other body, had a right to interfere 
with, or didate no, the Executive power in any matter or thing 
which the Conftitution had expresfly entrufted to that Executive 
Power. If the Houfe of Commons, or if the people ihould, at , 
any time, be of opinion that the fervants of the Crown, or Exc- ' 
'cutive Power, had forfeited all title to their confidence, then cither 
or both of thefe bodies, had a very plain and Ample mode of pro- 
cedure only to adopt, which was that of addrefling His Majefty to 
remove tbi^e .fervants from his councils in order to obtain that re* 
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drc& which they might think the nature and fituation of their cafe 
required* The honourable gentleman who brought forward the 
motion, againft the adoption of which he was now about to argue, 
had, in his opinion, by fo doing, improperly interfered with the 
Executive Power, inafmuch as this motion vent to bind the Execu- 
tive Power to a precife period of time in wt^ich it w/^thought 
ncceflary to enter into a negociation for peicc,^* point which 
f belonged to the Executive alone. It was true it did not cxprcfsly 
9 fay that the Minifters of the Crown fliould infiantly ncgociatc a 
peace ; but it conveyed a fentinient vtry nearly approaching to it ; 
for it faid that the prefent Government of Fiance, as it :* wexifts, 
was no impediment to entering into a negociation. For his pa~f, 
the right honourable gentleman faid, he was of a contrary opinion, 
and in that opinion he had no doubt he (hould be fuppoited by a 
very great majority of that Houfe. He by no iru ans complained 
of the honourable gentleman for bringing forwaul this motion , he 
had, in direct and manU terms, avowed that he had not the fmallrlt 
confidence in the prefent fervants of His Majeftv, and that he 
thought them incapable of earning on the war with due and piopcr 
cffefl-. The honourable gentleman lu d an undoubted light to form 
fuch an opinion, and an equal right to avow it , but it was not 
to this description of men that he meant now to addie^s what he 
had to fay; it was to perfons of a \erv di fluent dclciiption, a 
very great majority of tint Houle, who had, from the verv com- 
mencement ot the war to the prefent horn, placed the utmoft con- 
fidence in His Majeftv * Minifters, and who had, very lately in- 
deed, allured His Majefty that they would ull cvciy cxeition in 
their power to enable His Majefty to profccutc the war with addi- 
tional energy and vigour. His right honourable friend’s amend- 
ment laft night certainly declared that it would not be proper or 
expedient to make peace with France, until tl ere cxiftul in that 
country fuch a Government as might cnfiue fecurity and llcadincfs 
in any treaty which we might entu into w ith them. But excepting 
that defire which it expreffed to have fecurity and reliance upon the 
party to be treated w r ith, there was nothing in that declaration that 
was againft our treating with any particular forn\of Government ; 
neither did it exprefs a wifli to dictate any Government to that 
country, or make any particular objection even to the proient ruling 
party, farther than a with, under all the circumftanccs, that it 
was a Government in a fituation which could be cLymdcd upon to 
maintain any treaty of peace and amity that could be concluded 
between this country and that. Having faid thus much, he would 
fairlv put it to the Iloufc, whether any farther declaration, paiti- 

3 
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cularly fuch an one as the honourable gentleman now propofed, was ' 
either ncceffary, proper, politic, or wife ? He Would afk thofe 
who had voted for the amendment on the night before, if they couldi . 
think it right? their anfwer, he was fure* would be " certainly 
not.” He therefore trufted, that all thofe who had not withdrawn, 
and faw m reafon to withdraw, their confidence from the Executive 
^overnmehc^ be fatisfied that his right honourable friend's 
amendment went far enough, and that all other declarations were 
not only unneceflary, but wrong. He muft allow, that much de- 
pended upon the objeft which the honourable gentleman had in 
bringing forward repeated motions of this fort. If he did not rc- 
pofe confidence in the prclent Minifters, tliis mode was certainly 
a fair one if he meant it as an engine for difplacing them ; to him, 
therefore, and thofe who took up this as a party queftion, he was 
not addrefling himfelf now ; he would addrefs thofe who had 
agreed in his right honourable friend’s amendment, who really 
wilhed that peace could be obtained, but never that it fliould be 4 
fued for, far lefs concluded, until it could be done with fafcty and 
honour to this country, as well as the general advantage of Europe. 
And be the Government of France what it may, he gave it as his 
decided opinion, that this country ought to come to no declaration 
wherein thefe were not the ultimate and only objefts. The ho- 
nourable gentleman had endeavoured to fupport the motion which 
he, this night, brought forward for the confideration and determi- 
nation of the Houfe, by quoting paffages from the declaration of 
Lord Hood previous to the giving up of Toulon, by his fubfequent 
declaration of the 29th of October 1793, and by the declaration 
of Lord Auckland at the Hague ; but he faid, the honourable » 
gentleman had certainly mifreprefented the meaning of thefe paf- 
fages, and had drawn inferences from them which the language did 
not warrant. But why have rccourfe to thofe ? They certainly 
were not the language of Minifters ; neither had thofe who pu- 
blished them any inftrudtions from Minifters fo to do. Not that 
he condemned any thing that was in thofe papers, becaufe he be- 
lieved they were juft what they ought to have been ^ but being 
dictated from the circumftanccs and emergency at the time, and 
with that difcrction anif ability which thofe noble Lords pofloifed, 
it was improper to aferibc to Minifters, as their language, the 
terms on which papers were expreffed, which they never could 
have. The honourable gentleman had faid, that not only the lan- 
guage of thefe declarations, but alfo from time to time, delivered 
fey Minifters fince the commencement of the war, held forth the 
jcniiment that no peace could be entered into, or was intended to 
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be entered into by the prefent Minifters, uhlefs a monarchial Go- 
vernment was reftored in France ; nay, he had even gone fo for 
at to fey, unlcfs the old defpotic monarchy of France was reftored. 
This he pofitivcly denied ; and he defied the honourable gentleman 
to prove that Minifters had ever, either in written declarations or 
by word of mouth, expreffed fuch to be their fenfe and determina- 
tion. As individuals, perhaps, they might ha^^arfnsn their own 
private opinions ; he believed he had, for one, faid that he could 
wi(h a monarchial form of Government to be received again in 
France ; and he was fairly of opinion, that no fettled or fecure 
Government would ever prevail in that unhappy country until a 
monarchy was reftored of feme kind or other ; but he never had 
mentioned the reftoration of the old defpotifm as his wifli, nor had 
he ever faid, and it was unfair to infer it of His Mnjcfty’s Mi- 
nifters, that any of them, becaufe they might wifli for a particular 
^ form of Government, would therefore advife His Majcfty not to 
make a peace till fuch a form fhould be cftabliThcd. However, 
Mr. Dundas faid, had the declarations contained the language which 
the honourable gentleman contended they did, but which he de- 
nied, ftill it was not the language of Minifters. It could only be 
feid it was the language of Lord Hood and Lord Auckland. Lord 
Hood was fent out by Minifters without any particular inftruelions; 
he afted according to his own difcrction, for what he thought bed 
for the intcrefts of his country — a conduct which had always emi- 
nently diitingjuifhed the life of that noble Lord. As to Lord Auck- 
land, he had txpreifed himfclf as was very natural for a man to 
do in his filiation, with great warmth and zeal, he had almoft 
♦ faid with indignation, againft the atrocities that were then com- 
mitting in France. His Lordftiip had fpoken indignantly of the 
cruel ;jna infamous conduct of the regicides, and he believed that 
at that preciic period of tiirlc, almoft every man in Europe thought 
and fpoke as indignantly of thofe regicides, as Lord Auckland had 
done. Still, this was not the language of Minifters, but only of 
“ Lord Auckland and Lord Hood. But even admitting, for the fake 
of argument, that thefc declarations had all been fa rationed, or even 
drawn up by Minifters, he denied that the meaning of the language 
was fuch as was contended for by the honourable gentleman, and 
, certainly did not hold forth the doflrine that no peace could be made - 
with France till a monarchial Government was reftored. Of the 
lionourahle gentleman, and thofe who wifhed to ncgociate with the 
prefent Government of franco, he would atk this queftion, Whc r 
ther, from the time of the tirft revolution of that country down i. 
the prefent, there was any time at wliieh they could not have nego* 
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ciated ? He was fure there had be** fuch tWs, apd if % 
nourablc gentleman would cxcrcife his judgement as HJUCn as™* 
eloquence, he would find that this was, of all others, the mo^ 
unwife, impclitic, and impracticable time for fuch a negocittfbfjj. 
as that propr.fed. He recurred to his former argument agatnflt de- 
clarations of any fort, whatever Government cxifted in Franttv 
1 thought\he Iloufr, hv their former \otc, had gone fully as far 
.they ought to 1Y0. The only thing which, in his mind, re- 
mained for them to do, was to decide on carrying on a vigorous war* 
as the fureft means of effecting a fecurc and h mourahle peace ; any 
attempt at ncgociation he confidercd as crippling the energy of the 
executive Government, and therefore not lefs dangerou* than im- 
proper. It could do no pofliblc good, and might eventually do 
much mifehief. The rcfponfibilitv ot Miniflcrs was a fufficicnt 
check upon their conduit ; but that rcfponfibilitv they would in 
fome mcafurc be relieved from, were the mcanb of earning on 
thefc plans to be taken out of their hands, and the conduit they 
muft follow preferibed by others. A confidcracion of times ami 
circumftances could not be feparated whenever negotiation became 
pofliblc.— T fc confidercd the late acquifijtions of the enemy as un- 
favourable in the higheft degree to any attempt to negotiate. He 
here adverted to the great ftrength of the French mvy, which, he 
allowed, was greater than it ought to be, and gre iter than it had 
ever been in the heft times of the Monarchy — and greater than he 
hoped it verv foon would be. He adverted nlfo to their being 
poflefled of Brahmt, T'Lrukrs, and Holland, as eircumftnn:t$ 
which ought to wJgh gt catlv apainft a propofol lor pence con dug 
from this country at the prefent moment. He icrninJcd tlu IToufc 
that they had, in thur addrifs, allured His Mijeftv of tlu. ir 'al.iI 
and fupport in fwrrving on the war, and there foie he muft think 
tint notions brought on day after day, enticing the m to make de- 
clarations perfectly inconliftcnt with tln*ii aiTuruncesto the 1 hrone, 
ought not to be encouraged, beluLs tended to weaken and 
harafs Government. If, inftc\l of diilj nutating thefe quefl ions, 
gentlemen were difple did with the prenfint M-ni rus, why d.d rhey 
not move a ufoludon of that Houfe ro put the manage?* viit of the 
public affairs into othw hands ; if, however, the Home had nut 
withdrawn their confidence from the Executive Government, they 
would truft to that reiponfibility w’hich was a fufficicnt inducement 
to Mmifters to tranf'uSi whatever bnfinefs they w*crc entrufted with 
in the manner which they conceived to be moft for the good of their 
country. He averred that His Majeffy’s Mmifters had already 
gone as far as they ought, by the amendment 'which had been 
Vol. XL. ' 3I 
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rffipcd on the honoumb^ gentleman's motion a few nights ago, 
ift which they had faid, that no form of Government lhould pre- 
vent a negotiation for peace, whenever it could be entered upon 
With a profpeft of fecurity, of amity, and good faith, — A vigorous 
profecution of the war now, with the vaft means and refources that 
this country pofleffed, was the beft means of obtaining this fecurity* 
The prefent motion, by deprefling the fpirits of the people at this 
time, would have a very bad effect, and therefore’ he found himfelf 
under the nceeflity of moving the previous queftion. 

' Sir EDWARD KNATCHBULL faid, he rofe for the exprefo 
purpofc of fecund rng the motion made by Mr. Dundas, as he was 
pofitive the Miniftors had never ufed the language imputed to them. 
He regreted that he could not compliment the honourable gentle- 
man on his prefent motion, as he had done on the former occafion* 
when he gave previous notice of the words of his motion. The 
honourable gentleman dated that the French were willing to nego- 
tiate \ but he really believed that they would li-ftcn to no negotia- 
tion. He alfo dated that the Englifh were unanimous in wifhing 
for peace ; they are unanimous for peace, but think a vigorous 
profccution of the war the only means of obtaining it. They do- 
not want the precarious peace mentioned by the honourable gentle- 
man, but a peace likely to be permanent and fecure. He con- 
tended, that if motions of this fort were brought forward, the 
confequencc would be to produce nothing but interruption and 
difagteement, when a fiction and unanimity thronghout the nation 
wore fi> much wanted. 

Lord HOOD feeling himfelf called on in a particular manner 
by what was ftated with refpeft to Toulon, begged the attention of 
the Houfc for a few minutes. His Ix>rdfhip ftated, that the 
people of Toulon and Marfeilles, execrating their rulers, and with- 
for the reftoration of Monarchy, had applied to him for pro- 
tection which, upon thefe conditions, he agreed to afford them, 
Without any particular inftruftions or communications with Mi- 
niftets at home. From a confcious fcrrfe of doing what he thought 
his duty to his country, and an cflential fervice to the Toulonnefe, 
he did take them under his protection \ and as to the proclamation, 
it was entirely his own. Upon that, as weU as every other fubjeft, 
he had one general obfervation to make, that he would, on all 
Oceafions, aft up to the beft of his judgement for the benefit of hi» 
Country, whenever called on fo to do; nor would he ever (hrink 
rcfponfibUicy for whatever he might fo do, but take his feir 
chincc of gaining that approbation which it had always been fyi* 
ftudy to merit* 
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Mr. WHITBREAD junior rofe to fupport the motion, 

* offer feme obfervations upon what had fallen from the Secretariat 
State ; and confeffed that he rofc under fenfations of awe infinity 
fuperior to thofe which always impreffed him when addreffing w 
Houfc; tccaufe he felt that the dccifive ftrugglc was faft ap* 
proaching, in wh*ch individuals were to ufe their laft exertions aa 
men, and in that momentous contort, he could not feel that an 
united nation was to be engaged. The Houfe had been told frOrtC 
great authority, that a French fa&ion exifted in tl*e kingdom ; the 
Legiflature had chaftifcd the people by thfe temporary fufpenfion of 
one of their dcarert privileges. I f that chaftifemcnt wtis deferred, the 
inference was fearful and obvious, if undeferved, the people were 
calumniated by their Government, and between the calumniated 
and the calumniators, no identity of intereft or feeling could cxift. 
The right honourable gentleman had, inftcad of meeting the quef- 
tion, endeavoured to prov^ that his lionourable friend had not adopted 
the proper line of conduft, and had pointed out to him the motion 
which it would have beta his duty to make; a motion for the re- 
moval of Minifters. 

He confeffed that he was not at all furprifed at the choice of the 
right honourable gentleman. The motion he propofed, Was one 
from which he could not apprehend any very fatal coafcq&cnces to 
his own power , he h id too good an opinion of hts> own influence, 
and that of his colleagues, in the Houfe of Commons, to imagine 
that an addrefs to the King, of that nature, wouW be carried; and 
even if it was carried, he could ftiil have recourfe to a meafure 
in which part of the prcfcnt Admimftration were not unpraftifcd # 
to advife the King not to attend to the acWiefs of the Commons, 
and to retain his Minifters. The right honourable gentleman 
would have done better, in his oprnon, to have nu t the propolition 4 
with a decided negative by his vote as well as hid fpeech, and to 
have given the people of this country, as well as ot trance, a clear 
underftanding of what the objee* was for which they were lighting. 
This, it w'as contended, had been done on a former night by the 
amendment moved by thy Chancellor of the Exchequer, which was 
Rated to be explicit upon the fubjed. 

Whether this was the fad or not, he fhould leave to be fc't’cd 
by the mover and feconder of that amendment , the former of whom 
had declared it to be fo totally oppofed to the original motion of 
that night, that he fliould have no fcruplc to give that motion his 
riired negative , and the latter had declared it in his opinion fo clearly 
to comprdund every thing propofed b\ the original motion, that ht 
fhould have voted for it, hid not that amendment been propofed 
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for the nation might take that amendment for a genuine and 
pj^iu c^pofition of tnc hntirnents of the Houfe of Commons, he # 
WQ’ild not pretend to determine ; but he could not believe that the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had meant that it fhould be underftood , 
for when afkcd for an explanation of thefe ambiguous words*, he hid 
declined giving any commentary upon them, and left thj words to 
fpcak for thcmfelvcs. Under theft ciionmftanc*s,' another motion 
had been brought forward by his hon )unblc fiicnd , not as lnd been 
falfcly ftated, in order to throw this country at the feet of trance ; 
not even purporting that an inmedu*e negotiation * V pc ice ought 
to be attempted, but for the purpofc of removing the mfurmount- 
able obftaclc to negotiation, which at prefers exuded. The right 
honourable Sccrctaiy had cxprtifcd hi* difappiob uion of motions ot 
this nature in all wars, he mud, however, be well aware, thit 
this wai was of a Angular charader In ordinal v w ir,, i direct re- 
cognition of the Government agi.nft whom we were contending, 
w*s certainly fupctfiuoui, but m thi inltuve, where the compe- 
tency of thcixiiting Govcini.vn* in France, romuntun the rela- 
tions of amity had been cxprdslv ind up< itally duued, fume 
formal rcioluuon pt the nature ol the < ne p >i>ofed, was an mdif- 
pcnfable preliminary to peace. Ills honoui ible hund hid, is it 
appeared to him, mod fueccl .fully aigjcd, rhit the on u il objedt of 
thq war was the reftoration of rovakj in 1 mvj\ Muuikis now af- 
ford to difclaim that doflrinc , but in dilel* ^mg it, the right ho- 
nourable Secretary had delivered it as Ins opimm tint the monar- 
chical form of Government was the only one in France which could 
afford to us a rcafonablc ground of lecurity in peace. It was true 
that, alarmed at the ftrength of his own c jreflion, he had after- 
wards confidcrably foftened it, and told the Houfe thit it was the 
Left calculated for that purpofc. But from every one of the public 
declarations of this country, itwasimnifeft tnat the reftoration of 
royalty was the objeA ot the war , and more particularly from the 
public declarations made at Toulon. It had been aiferted that 
Lord Hood hid no inftruAions from Government on this head, 
and the noble Lord had himfclf, on that evening, confirmed the 
affertiom But lie would afk whether if Lotd Hood had received no 
pofjjivc inftiuAlons at dcaft, he had not had fome convcrfa- 
with Mi lifters previous to his departure, by which be had re- 
gulated his conduA. [ Lord Hood faid acrofs the Houfe, No, No.] 
Mr. Whitbread faid, he certainly fhould not difpute the faA with 
die noble Lord, but that he could not help remarking upon it, as 
a moft extraordinary circumftancc, that a commander fhould be 
fent upon a fcrvice fo important us that committed to the care of 
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the noble Lord, and not receive from Minifters the 
mation of the nature of their intentions* But at leaft the 
oners had confiimcd the arts of Lord Hood at Tpulon as hr Wjt&f 
related to the fupport of royalty in that city* Now, had We been 
able to retain pofleflion of Toulon, would this country not hdve 
been pledgtd to carry on the war to the reftoration of Monaiqhy ifc 
France ? Again he was told no. Should wc then have confent$d to 
a Rqublic at I^aris, and fought for the muntaining of a monar- 
chical iorm ot Government at Toulon ? Was it meant <0 pais 
fuch iliL rilith ^ upon the Houfe and upon the people i > 

It, 1 wever, the reftoration of a Monarchical form of Gavtatfe 
mem in France was not indifpcnOble to a negpeiation for peace, > 
the motion of his honourable friend was not to be adopted, bccauft 
wc hui lhll a rcafonable profpert of fuccefs in the war, and of 
foi nog the French to cftabhlh fuch a form of Government as fhwld 
be able to maintain the proper relations of peace and amity \ and # 
this hope was founded not io much upon our ftrength as their 
weak .ds , and then the Houfe was rcfcricd to nice calculation# 
upon the fbbjut. He would not attempt to refute by figurps* 
thcviies that w re overthrown by farts. The people of England 
had been fold, m the infulring piragraph which had been intro- 
duced into the King s fpccch, that they could not fail to obfcrve die 
rapid decline of the french tdourecs , upon what was this obferva- 
tion to be founded ? Upon the ftrength and pofitjon of the French 
armks ? on the exertions of tluir marine ? on the ftupendous 
woiks carnh „ on 111 the interior of their country ? upon the ac- 
quiiition of t iritory thev had made ? — Tlic Chancellor of the E*-»< 
chequer lud indeed gravely told the Iloufe that, fincc the com* 
menccircnt of the prefent feflion, the rcfources of France had bosjtl 
\cry m itcrially impaired by the acquifition of Holland. But codtS 
fuch a (olemn mockery of common fenfe impofe upon any unde*-* 
Handing, however narrow and contemptible ? The farts fpok^ 
for themfclvcs, and derided all culculation. It was but too certain 
th it the rcfources of franco had been confidcrably augmented by 4 
their acquifition of territory ; by their having fubdued one of the 
allied powers , ayid above all, by the melioration of their fyftem of 
Government, which had furnifhcd them with the incalculable tt* 
fource of the incrcafcd love and affection of the people, exemplified «. 
in the return of fo many ufeful and induftrious perfons to the cities , 
of Lyons and Toulon. He was not furprifed that the Minifters of*; 
this country fhould overlook or hold in no efttmation a refource 
of this nature : they had never tried the efferts of af&rtion and con* 
uliation with the people whom they unfortunately governed, land 
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*, notion of the exertions that would be made by an alftSSKoft- 

«&,peopte in gratitude for the mild prote&ion afforded to them by a 
)Mfef ft Government. In proportion as the refources of the French 

* IfitRf increafed, our own had failed. The profpeft of ftarvation 
had been defeated by the affertion of the rights of 1 eutnl nations ; 
aSI hopes of co-operation in la Vendee had been cut off by the juft 
2nd merciful decree of amnefty, and by the inhuman tfircliriion of 
thtofe emigrants who had joined our ftandard in the capitulations 
tfci t have been made by the allies. But he begged the Houle t6 
advert to the authorities of parfons in fitu itions full a*s capable of 
judging of the refources of France, as the Mintftcfs of this country, 
and they would find that the King of Pruflta characterized the 
Ffttrtch as u a never-dimmifhing number of men, provited wrh 
every refource for war." That the Prince of Cobourg, in bis 
"public manifefto, talked of “ the incxhauftible means of a deli- 
rious nation. ,# And then he defired the Houfc to recoiled that the 
refources of Auftna and Pruffn hal admlly failed in the cont< ft 
With thofe of prance ; and that Great Butain, at thi- moment, 

obliged to bear the whole weigl it of the tontift, fiom the utter 
Inability of thofe two perwers to proceed without fume relief afforded 
to the ruined ftate of their finances. 

The motion of his honourable friend had alfo teen objected 
, to on another ground : it was faid that there was fo conftant a 
change in the leading people of France, that a tic sty comludcd vwth 
one fee of inert to-day, might be broken by tbur fucetifors to-mor- 
, tow. He would alk, hoVcvcr, of the Kings Mitufttis whether 
they had found the military operations of the French crippled by 
> theft fucCcflive changes of Men ? He would alk whether their di- 
plomatic arrangements felt my bad effects from it ? Tlie answer 
' W&rid certainly be in tht negmve. To the Convention, to whom 
the jxiwer of the French people was delegated, all credentials were 
addreffed. The Contention was a (table and permanent bod> , 
i they appointed the Mimfters of the day. To tiic Convention Mr. 

* WafhSngton had addreffed the credentials of the American Envoy 
^iWtr. Monroe. A lingular refutation of the arg .ircnts of thofe who 
jjjtatffcd of the rapid changes in the French Executive Government 
V'pfi. bar to negotiation, w*as afforded by the hiftoiy of this cmbiffy. 
jowr, Monroe quitted America at die time that Roberfpierre was in 
|4hc full poffefliort of his power. He arrived at Paris after the fdl 

execution of that Monfttr, but the removal of one Committee 
Iw* die appointment of'anotbcr did not, in any manner, affc<ft the 
|pufin« t\on wMdi he was lent, for his cicdcntials were addreffed to 
mjjtf Convention, Hire he begged to r^ad to the Houfe the latter 

3 
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part of Mr. Wa/hingtan’s letter ; and that thp£^ 
tomeckto revile the French nation in the opprobrious tetm$ fa i 4AF 
and fo improperly ufed in that Houfe, would attend to the 
lions which Mr. Wafhington had thought fit to ufa, even ifeift 
France groaned under the bloody tyranny of Roberfpicrre. 

" From my knowledge of his (Mr. Monroe’s) fidelity, proh&ySr 
“ and good conduct, I have full confidence that he will itondfc*' 
“ himfelf agiecable to you, and that he will fulfil our defire #£ 
“ maintaining and promoting, on all oecafions, the intcrefts aotf* 1 
“ connexions of the two nations. I therefore rcquetl you to gin# 
u entire credit to whatever he fliall fay in the name of the UftMf 
“ States, efpecially when he (hall affureyou that you* profperitv ift 
“ an objeX of our affedtiori, and I pray God to have the French 
u Republic in his holy keeping.” 

The filter which he perceived thefe cxprefTiorrs to hive excited? 
oa the other fide of the Honfe, in no degree affected him. They 
were not his own, but thofe of a man whom, % compare to the 
pigmy ftatefmen at tlie head of affairs in Great Britain, were to* 
compare the fun, in its meridian brightnefs, to that Wandering va- 
pour of the night, which is fure to lead the infatuated perfons who 
fruft themfclvcs to its guidance, from error to error, and misfortune 
to misfortune, till, at laft, they are plunged into fome inextricable 
abyfs. Mr. Wafhington faw and lamented the crimes which fuliicd- 
the honour of Francr ; but attributing thofe crimes to their real 
iourcc, the infernal dcfpotifm which, for fourteen centuries, had 
opprefled that country, lie lejoiced, is evciy friend to liberty muft 
finccrcly do, that tlur dcfpotifm hid been overthrown. It had been 
denied that the prelent crimes of France were to be attributed to tins 
old defpotifm , dates would juftify his affeition that they were ; Dan- 
ton, Marat, aiVJ Roberfpicrre, were all educated under the old Go- 
vernment, had either been corrupted by its corruption, or had been 
flung to madnefs by the injuries they had fuftainqd under it. He 
avowed his opinion to be that all the crimes that liad been perpe- 
trated in France, were the genuine offspring of the old defpotic 
fyftem; that the courage, the energy, the perfc\crancc difplayed by 
Frenchmen in the prefect conteft, wcrcahe effects of Rcpubticantfm. 

It had been alfo objected to the prefent motion, that it would 
pave the way to a negociation with a Government, with which* it 
would be highly improper to negotiate, on account erf die crimes 
with which that Government was ftained. He remarked, that it 
had been filid by the meek founder of that religion, in defence 
of whofe doXrines we profeflbd to fight, but whofe precepts we 
wefre. every day violating in the grofftft manner, 44 Let him who 
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frtftfeout firt, throw the firft Proceeding upon this injunc- 

mn, he would afk, whether every fword would not be (ftWMhed, 
dttd France and all Europe be at peace ? With which of the Powers 
combined againft her, could France enter into a competition of 
crimes ? If the blood of a murdered Sovereign refted on the head 
of the prefent Government of France, let the Houfe rccolleft by 
what means the Emprcfs of Rtiffia came to the throne of that coun- 
try. If the mafliicres that had taken place in France were men- 
tioned, let the maflacres of Ifmael and of Praga be alfo held up 
to the execration of mankind. What deliberate aft of cruelty, 
perpetrated by the French, could be compared to the inhumanity 
pmfttfed upon the Marquis Dt la Fayette ? Above all, could the 
whole aggregate of the crimes committed in France bear a compa- 
rifon to that confummation of all w ickcdncfs, the attack upon Poland 
by the three barbarian defpots of the North ! for the Houfe, Mr. 
Whitbread faid, muft be aware that the Emperor had his full (hare 
of this guilt. large Imperial army was maintained in Poland to 
fecure the portion of that unhappy country which might be allotted 
to Auftria. But left fomc doubt might arife of the concern which 
the. Emperor had in this bufintl's the congratulations of the Court 
of Vienna to the Emprcfs of Ruflia, on the fucceffes of General 
Suvarow, had been puhlifhcd. He cjuld fcarcely imagine how 
men in any fituation could be fo entirely loft to all fenfc of fhame, 
as to venture to exprefs their public approbation of fuch nefarious 
deeds. To the exultation of fuch a trio in fuch afts, he could 
find one only parallel ; in the exultations of Sin, Death, and the 
Arch-fiend, upon the deftruftion of the happinefs of mankind, and 
the fall of our firft parents ; when Satan, difmifling his children to 
the completion of the work he had begun, fays, 

u If your joint power prevail, th’ affairs of hell 

" No deniment need fear.” 

, • 

•In the fucceffes of his allies in Poland, the Emperor finds confu- 
tation fur all the difafters and difgraces he has fuftained in his cam- 
paigns againft the French. 

It was, he feared, too generally imagined, that this country had 
but a remote intcreft in the welfare of Poland, and that howxvcr 
we might lament her fate, we w ere not immediately influenced by 
her misfortunes. The contrary, however, he afferted to be the 
faft. This country had always drawn large fupplies of corn from 
Poland ; the armies of the North had laid waftc her plains, and 
thofe fupplies were flopped ; and every famUhed beggar, every ftarv- 
fng manufacturer, every induftrious pcafant, whoft hardeft earnings 
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would fcarce produce bread enough to ftpp the cries of his miferajrfe* , 
offspring, muft, in the bitter nefs of his heart, curfc the tyrant de-t * 
valuators of Poland. He had been cenfurcd on a former wight, by . 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, for uling coarfe cxpreflions rewards . 
what had been termed the great and rcfpeftahlc powers of . Europe ; 
and it had been infniuatcd that he meant to confound all Monarch^ 
in the appellation of Depots. He repelled the infinuation ; but at J 
the fame time lamented that fo few exceptions cxiftcd amongft the 
Monarchical powers to this general character. One fplcndid cxccp- , 
tion he was proud to mention in the King of Great Britain : that 
Monarch, or his family, was deeded to the throne he poffeffed ; 
he owed his crown to the will of his people ; he was acknowledged * 
by, and fibordinatc to, the law, and confequcntly not a defpotic 
Monarch. Thofc Monarchies he called deipotic, where the life, 
liberty, and property of the fubject were at the arbitrary difpofal of 
one man. Of that nature were the Governments of Petersburg, 
Berlin, and Vicnm ; of that nature were all the petty Governments 
of Germany, where the luxuries of the Prince were not fupplled 
indirectly by the labour of the lower orders of tine people, but by 
the direct file of their earenfes. Such forms of Government he 
wifhed to fee deftroyed ;.thc mixed eonffitmioii of England he would' 
do his utmoff to maintain ; for, laid lie, l hate the defpot, but I 
love the King, i i'e was not, however, furprifed at the offence taken 
by the right honourable gcnOcinan at the expreflipn he had ufed ; 
the mcafurcs of his Admiiiiilratum had fo uniformly tended to the 
abridgement of the liberties of the people of this country, that it 
was natural heffvnild feel fomewhat hurt at hearing Governments 
of the defeription alluded to, mentioned in the terms they deferved. 
The crimes of one Sovereign or one Government neither cxcufcd 
n »r palliated the crimes of another ; but it was certainly worth 
while to remove this ground of objection to the idea of ncgociation 
with France, bv 1 hewing that irexiffd equally U;> .1 ground of ob- 
jection to connections with any of the Powers with v/hom we were 
combined again!! Fiance. 

Another objection lirli been taken to the motion, bccaufe good 
faith was not to bo expected from the prefent fyftem of government 
in France ; and then the Houle were told that the French had al- 
ways been perfidious. If fo, it might -afford a good reafon for not 
forming any connection with that country, under a monarchical 
fyftern i but certainly did not operate againft a negociation with 
France, under the prefent circumftanccs. He believed it would be 
found that we might with more reafon expect an adherence to en- 
gagements on the part of France, than of moft.of the Powers, with 
You XL. 3 K 
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'which wc were at prefent in alliance ; their treachery we had in the 
*■ prefent contcft fufficiently experienced. Had France followed the 
cfeteftable example fet by Spain in the affair* of Collioure ? where 
the moftfolemn engagements of a capitulation were violated, becaufe 
it did not appear to the Government of Madrid neccffary to keep 
faith with fuch a nation as France. What was the confcqucnce of 
this violation of treaty ? A decree on the part of the Convention, 
that no Spanifh prifoners fliould be made, till the capitulation of 
Collioure was executed. He was confident the Iloufe would trace 
this a dt to its proper fource — Spanifli perfidy, and not Republican 
barbarity. It would hardly be within the power of any nation to 
equal the double pctjuiics of the King of Pruffia, Mho had neglect- 
ed to fulfil the folemn treaty he had entered into with Great Britain, 
and had employed the money received for the ferviccs ftipulated in 
th it treaty, for the definition of that conftitution in Poland, which 
he had lolcmnly pledged his Kojal word to maintain. Unhap- 
pily, but little u liance wis to be placed in all tre itics ; but he 1 a 1 
heard no good argument adduced to (hew why a treaty wi ill Frinee 
was likely to be kfs fecurc than with any other counrry. 'Flic in- 
tro tuition of dcmocnticil principles Mas loihcd upon as another 
obvi ms confequcnee of a recognition of the prvfent Government of 
France. His opinion Mas, that if the people of this country were 
fuftlred to enjov the privileges fecured to them by the Britilh confti- 
tution , if they were not driven to dtfpiir b\ the immoderate pref- 
fure of taxes, that no fiats were to be cntci tamed of their with for 
innovation ; but if, on the other hand, the war was continued till 
die dilrefs of the people rindeicd them canids of confiqucncts ; 
and that no chingc could take pi tec, by which their lituition could 
be rendered moit \\u tolled, nut all the iuuigfli winch could U put 
into the hinds of the Executive Government, not the mod violent 
and coercive mcafurus coulJ prevent their attempts to meliorate that 
condition which was become infupportabh ; and the I1011 01 s tint 
would cnfiie, would flow fiom the practical evils brought on by the 
contim* kn of the war, and not a fpcculative love of innovation. 
If he w'crc to fclet the mo't violent prop 0 itors of democracy of the 
prefent day, he would name the CrownedVieads of Europe; and 
upon a view of their conduit, lie was aflonilhed at the flownefs, 
rather than at the rapidity , of its pngiels. 

The right honourable bt cretar) had faid, that this motion tend- 
ed to the humiliation of Gtcat Britain : he denied the affertion, and 
contended that his honourable friend had brought it forward with 
, a view to favc, ,and not to degrade, the country ; cither by pru- 
curing a lafe and realbnable peaeg, or by uniting the whole nation 
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0 ainft the unwarrantable ambition of France. But who were the 
perfons who talked with fo much feeling of the humiliation of Great 
Britain ? Were they men who had held the national character hi(*h, 
and had done nothing thcmfclvcs to degrade it ? Or were they the 
men who had, on every rccafion, preferred their own private inte- 
roils to the honour of their country? who had attempted to bully 
every Court in Europe, and who hnd ended by the mcaneft concef- 
fions to every one ? who lnd nearly involved this country in a war, 
f>r an object of no importance, and had then laid her honour 
pro Irate ?t the foot of the Throne of Ruflhi ? Were tKy the men, 
the price of whofe infolencc to the neutral nations in the prefent 
c nreft, part of the treafuteof this country was now appropriated to 
piv ? [lie alluded to the reflitution of fhip«, &c. to the Americans, 
Deiwuik, and Sweden.) Could the Houfe piticntly fubmit to 
hear an endeavour to remove an infurmountablc nbftaclc to peace, 
llatul by thefe perfons as a mcafurc tending to humiliate and dif- 
grace the count* y ? But he begged the Houfe to underhand, that it 
was not hecaufe Great Britain was cxh.uifted, beaten, and difgraced, 
that Mimifcis wire averfi to any thing like a negotiation for peace ; 
tlu \ hui all declared that a ncccflity might exift, which would juf- 
tity a mg Nation ivm wirh the prefent Government of France ; in 
oilier won 1 *, they w 7 crc determined to pctfcvcrc in their abominable 
f\{hm, v.hilft a led uit could be found for the army, ora guinea could 
be e\toi ted In m the pockets of the people , and when at laft they were 
driven to the necJlit) ot accepting terms, the total and abfolutc ruin 
of Cntai Bririin was to be the proud jutii location of their eonduft. 
He t lulled, lvnsivir, that the Houle would nik'pt the wifcrcourfe, 
.•nd admit tie pi li'bilir\ of nej^ciaring, whillt, in cafe of the failure 
ot mg'xijMon, t 1 , ic did i« main icfouices in the country to carry 
on a war. Let the Hour* and the People recoiled!, tint many of 
tlu numbers ot the prefent Cabinet, the right hon^uiable Secretary 
puiicul irly, would have (hrunk with equal abhorrence fropi the 
rv\o>ni:ion of the competency of the Amaiein Government, at 
one pni'>d of that war.* as lie now did from the adoption of the 
m nt on of hi; honourable fiiend. Let them recoiled the language 
ufed 'at the beginning of the American w r ar by one of the preferit 
Cabinet Minitters, towards that great and illulhious charader who 
afterwards appeared as one of the rugociators of the peace at Paris ; 
and that at laft Great Britain was obliged to make tliofc acknowledge- 
ments which the Adminiftration had deemed incompatible with her 
honour, or even with her exiftcnce. , The fame thing would again 
happen, and wcthould be forced to negociatc with the exiftingGo-, 
vernment of France, whatever it might be. He begged the Houfe 
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alfoto recoiled that, however they might endeavour to couple them, 
the honour of the country was not identified with the intereft of 
the Mimfters. 

He concluded, byfijing, that in a Houfc ot Commons, confid- 
ing of the real Reprefcntativcs of the People, ht fliould hwc hut 
little doubt of the fucccfs ot the qtuihon In a Ifoufe of Com- 
mons where monev, and nit tlv j copit, were icjrccntel, and 
over which a conupt and unconfiatutional jnfiutncc hid the domi- 
nion, ht fliould difpur ot its lutc< fs 

Mr VAfshl I P\P 1 w is oi opinion, that n u 1 fiion whieh 
had been fo rucpth dikufied ind da id d, ought not to hu ht n 
again brought b f it the II jU Ik declared, thit nn hiving 
heard an) frefh liakns tor th^ mo ion ot to m^ht, he fhould give 
it lus negative 

Mi LAST remarked, tlntwh n hw tirdruuvtd node of Mr 
Greys iiid motion on tl c iiibjtct ot pc ice* he hid guat diihuilty 
in dtt 1 mining what vote to "ivc up >n u, in tut form it was then 
brought torw aid , for, as on throne hinlK v-s ennfonus that 
jiufreprcfcntit < n, had gone toith m f l *. coun'r , that the Minnhrs, 
and even the Houle ot O nun ns itfi 1 !, 1 n j oltiud m iruitjoi 
of carrying on the w u, 1 u tl \ i| c t ciktlmg ch*i e in Pu 
Government of 1 mice — 1 pmj.ul which he h nnclt exprt' l lif- 
avowed, which he vi is fur tl it d c H ih hid never adop'td, nd 
which he was nor confi us, +rom m pul ic IxnmcnN il vli 
mfters tncmfelves hm Peel ud , Lut win h mu ouu ltilioi s he 
wasapprthcnhvc woul l lx u ivirmcu b» nc ft iti\m e AL G*\ s mo- 
tion fo, on the othu hand, 1 c unlike 1 the uha ot voth v t( r the 
motion, bee jlc it 11 ijit kun to nnph, ind tlu mil in ot the 
motion itfclf mi Jit i 11 pi, 1 pre*ci ee toi fiyin.,, tn t the linjfc 
thereby p ufgcd it*e ♦ t< iccoinmend to His iXiijtilv n immediate 
ncgouiti >n kip 1 , 1 me time whiui, ui 4 ci the pi hi 1 me n 
fiance a, le wa* im* would aid »v r n> _ ud end, nd v ^ n 11 

likdv to pn ra tn ite thm expedite tl e < 1 jeH wl uh l r>'cn mint 

unite in deiiim^ — 1 htc an i 1 1 nou» 1 ^t te( . Umk- r hp nn- 
prefiion, he meant 1 mielt to hi\c h hu irt^i in tn.endn ei t fo die 

Houfe, dec 1 into*) or their ( t r di< \, \il o ; the ol^f l »ni- 

putc 1 to them, or eontmui lg I 1 ^ w 1, to efki ( a tiling m the Go- 
vcinn ent of brinec , uu f , n the im c time, as not vi(hin n to m- 
$trfuc with th JLxeeiUivc Power, as to the pre |er le d m U r n fJ o 
ciatmg a puec, when fm <m I 1 onourablc turns wut likely to l e 
obtained. {it remarked, th it when Mi Git) made 1 is hi ft mo- 
tion, he bid dtehred, tint, in deference to Ac opinion ot his 
friends, he lad not brought it for v\ aid in fuch fiiong terms a* he 
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himfelf could have wiflied ; for that he was ddirous of entering 
into an immediate negotiation with the French. Mr. Eaft there* 
tore concluded that the motion then before the Houfe, was that 
identical motion which Mr. Grey had firft intended to have brought 
forward, but which he lud then delayed in deference to the opinions 
of other* ; and therefore, that in deciding to give his vote upon it 
in the iKgitivc, he was inly declaring that he did not think this a 
proj er moment tor entering upon luch a ncgoci ition, with any 
pK'fpcti of fuccjs. He was prtpircd to fay explicitly, that the 
foimof Government i,i Fiance fliould never be am bar, in his 
mind, to a nt<. T < ciarion, j i< Aided, in other iifpcdls, any peace were 
likely to he obtained, on which the people of rhis country could reft 
with leeuiiry ind honour , hut he thought tint the Houfe had al- 
ready fufhcknt!) dei hied th.it ft ivimi nr, by their vote of the other 
night, and it was m \ ory, uul migl t l>c mifehitvous, to recur 
agun and jgun to il.dru* piopt boons of this mturc, from which, 
no practical gi od w is likely to aide : and he would b< Idly afk any' 
man, who was a cuiuiditc foi Jw othee of a Miniflcr of this coun- 
tn, whether, puMiny out of the quuVunanv confide lation of the 
n^urc of the Government in Fiance, ho would piopofe to his coun- 
ti v tii *t mo , t nt as the moil jipt> r i x mgociation, when Prance 
was m 1 oi tile pc flrinon of the J,r>w Cm.nriH*. and of 11c Hand, that 
is to ir , or tU gti.inft pait of ii irit me I* orope whhh bounded 
jour own fhorcs. \ hat the ohj etmn would, in hi*, mind, have 
been preehcly the 1 .me, if Louis the Seventeenth bad been on the 
throne of 1 1 miv, and at the lu id of his armi*-. It was indiffe- 
unt to him wlut mu e elclpitic power was pkafed to atiume the 
pmplc of this countrv felt that tlu \ vure warring agunft the exor- 
bitant power and ami itious pretintirn* of trance, let their Go- 
vernment he wThat it u tv. Hi himfelf was actuated by thefe mo- 
tives , and however guahmen n i to ht at times exprefs their wiflies 
for this or that Government in 1 nnee, yet he fincerely believed 
that the majoiitj of the Houfe ntied upon the fame principles with 
himli If. j ' 

At the conclufion, he remarked with regret the fpirit of perfo- 
niliiv w r hich had of iatc inanifuted itfclf in their debates. Upon 
all iubjedfs, the polfdlion of places and penfions w T cre thrown m 
the teeth of one party, and the longing exptdfation of them in thofe 
of the other. Thofe who flood foremoft on either fide, bandied 
about the terms Rogue and Fool y in effedt at leaft, upon each other, 
fo often, that at laft the Public might be led to fuppofe there was 
fome foundation for their abufe He thought the time of the 
Houfe might be much better employed, than in thefe difgraccful al- 
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taxations, which, however ihey migl t ferve party purpofes, were 
Kttlp Cilcultifed to advance the Intc refts of the countr), which now 
tailed loudly for tie aducc and aflifuncccf every hone ft man. 

Mr. BASTARD faid, tint hy the vole which the Hojfe hid 
tome to on tile hft deba e, he un in 1 jo 1 rlut they hid declared 
their readinefs to mat whenever it could be doik wnhfecurity, th it 
period he did not think had yet arriu \ , hut whenever it did, he 
Ihould confidcr Minifters as hi f My c Ipilie, if thi; rcfulcd to ne- 
gotiate on account of any putii' lu fu i of G nernmnt. 

Mr. LAMbTON refen d t> '! e /i« i mir, win ° cxi&ly 
flic fame fort of aignment hul h i i t! is in dv pr fmt inttii c„, 
and opp'iiiion were t M that b/ r\ j)io t oir c n hr p ice they were 
Interring with thw Lxecutue (J>winncnt ot the couti'n, and 
tripling their exertions. Ik <\s >* a *ie 'not T nl imV if, k. lan 
gmgeof Lord Clntham, applied to M»i u suit tormcr ( eeaiion , 
their vcmil hopes hnd gone, their f i Timer pi s Ind vimlhcd, 
and the \ cnotl of their equmo^i il dif ij p hitmen s h 1 1 n w irmed 
Such, he wa>afrai i, would be found to be the i ik v ith Mn fters 
with refpe£l to the prefcnt concert. Attempt, 1 id Lcai mide to 
prove that the prehut wai w is not unpopu’ir , he wis convinced 
that it would turn out to be the moll unpopular in wh Ji the eoim* 
try had ever betnenjn^ d, nitvwd ft tilling UK ci 1 mstfd curci, 
penfion r>, b ink-thru lor., and dtin-> uu' chutes, pi (dim a 
Contrary impreflion. With u r ,^ 1 to tu inftu u o »r d 1)** U is 
purpofc by dcins ani ihiptus he <h iH l ,» billing to ia\ on 
a future occain a With i* (\ uH to the meomp* a \ \ of the 1 r< nch 
Government to conclude i p^n e — W is nor ih ( j o no nt w I u 
(hpported fo immuifc m arm\, wliuii eond u K o hr x lodv 
politic, and it the fmetint tloiudm mi n i>ti nl 
fcicnccs, aGmonnum fit to mauMin ti t i IIopl 1 »Jimn i 
amity and peiu r Upm lu. honour and toim * 1 1 Uluv *, 

tl>erc was an n.iituition, which ob r nrtd ft i nod i t« hnj of tiu 
Houfc of Commons, and which, In c\n. hoi, i ^ l mcful nfthi- 
encc, wou’dchul tlu nuhds of th pc ifc*ot tuin rury, till i 
driperate Mimtui hroucht them to a ItitcXof irKtnc\ able rum. 
But forte /h ve muft not initial , fud he, with the lefponlilulity 
flf Ministers* What omnprnfantn did the rtiponf bihty of Mi- 
vftftcrs afford to the count:' for the blood a id ticifurc exl aufttd in 
in the prefcnt conteft* Would the circmubnce ot their heads 
being placed on Temple Bar indemnity the country for the millions 
which they had thiown awiy, or would *he fpilhngot their blood 
rfimmifh the fum ot u Ifery whiefo had been incurred by their mif 
conduct ? Tothi* caulc, the want ot wifdom in Minifters, he muft 
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afcribe all the calamities of the war —Nnllm tinmen abjtt y ft Jit f&t$\ 
dentia . Much had been faid on the fubjeft of places and penflort*. 
He for one would declare, that in fupporting the fentiments which 
he now efpoufcl, he was influenced by no one earthly conlider*ttoi»> 
and that even if his right honour lble friend (Mr. Fox) ftrmld ot>me 
into office, In had no object whatever to gain. The right honour* 
able gcnrkm m (Mr. Pitt) fimle at this declaration ; he 
have adopted tin. m i\im, th it cvciv min had his price, and expe- 
rience p rlnps might h ivc given lum confidence in this maxim. He 
might conceive th it he w ^ 1 \» ig a peerage, but he would now 
pofmvJv decl lie tint till H >uk. n is purged, he never would 
accent ot the k it in the < iic*. If" *■ 'in’ude 1 tl it one gv>od cffe$ 
ot an ittcmpt f o nyxi itc wi h th lie ieh, even it it fhould prove 
unfuccJsfiil, vndd bo t> fluw th it thc\ woie in the w long, and 
to unite ail th< h' ir s an! Ii mJs in this country in the common, 
caufc. 

Tiic IT >n)jnl 1c DUDLEY l) r 2. ik/cnlcd the chanfter 
of thofc with whom he h »d th'" 1 < ^ mr ro tel, a* well u tint of 
deans and chirrs, ag i .hw l . p * i o l ( t 4 n\»»gue and artifice 
to fupport thi~ w w. Jh olh.ud, thit t!ic moulds upon whuh 
the motion w i<- breug' t i rnirh kvincd to lam futile in the ex- 
neme. Wticthci th am* n Ini-nt vot<d nnen the ddcuffion of a 
limiht qjcfli n, was emudtred m abd. .cl pmpolition, or as a. 
pu^icd deduction, whedux tiny comideicd th lr lal fenfc of 
the terms, or t!u implied mentions oi th )h who \ M d it, it was 
as eleir as it w w pofliblc t> cn^r am ick is n .n language. 
The preienc (induration w *s t > b~ enhdued either as an abftrad. 
quefiion, or as to be applk 1 to prnftict , it th* former, n was nn- 
neccliiry and abfuul, it the 1 ti-r, vuk an l p*rnLjous. T he 
difference of opim >n cWmg in tin. country with iclp^et to the war, 
had ariicn entirely from in in hidriom md aitiul cncid ition of the 
opinion, th*t this was a war ot aggreflion on tnc part of this coun* 
tty ; he, however, was fully ot opinion, that it had been thown to 
the conviction of every . reasonable mm, tint it wss not a w r ar of 
aggreflion. It w is nof/dkhtcd by a dclirc of conqucft, or by am- 
bition, but by motives of political fafety, and he would affirm, 
that on its vigirous profcjtion our lives, our liberties, and our 
properties depend Tin quefti »n, he fald, was, whether we could 
hope tor a more advarnagt ous peace now, or at a future period. 

It is impoffiblc to conceive any moment in which our own lofles, * 
and the advantages of the enemy, render it probable that they woqld 
'reject any terms which were not mofl favourable to France, and 
moft humiliating to this country . The prefent motion had been 
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s difcuffed before, it was repeated this evening, and it might be 
brought forward with equal propriety every night this feffion ; but 
while circumftanccs rrmained the fame, he lhould give it his de- 
cided negative. 

Mr. LAMBTON faid, he lhould have an opportunity of prov- 
ing to the Houfe, that certain deans and rhapters had very im- 
properly interfered, for the purpofe of mifleading the people into an 
approbation of the war. 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, that he would not have troubled the 
Houfe, but on account of the mifipprchcnfion whidi had taken place 
with refped to the motion. He lhould not now enter in*o the ge- 
neral queftion, much lefs into the conveifation which had taken 
place, refpeding places and petitions; he was very happy to hear 
the difinterefted declaration of the honoui lblc and learned gentleman 
(Mr. Eaft), but when that honourable gentleman talked of the ho- 
nour and character of the Houfe being involved infuch difeuflion, 
he furely did not mean to mfinuatc, that the honour and chara&cr 
of the Houfe rifted with placemen and penfioners ; and when he 
expreffed his apprehcnlions, thit if the idea was fo much bandied 
about, the Public might at lift fulput that there was fomething in 
it, he was not ptrhaps aw au, tint the Public had already made up 
their miryj^ on the fuhjeit. 1 hey had difeovered, that the cala- 
mities and diiafters which the ct untry had experienced, w r erc the 
effe&s of the mifconduct of Miniftcrs, and dcduciblc from the cor- 
ruption of the Government. They had difeovered, wh&t he could 
prove to be true, that peace and pofltflion of the plices, by the 
feme men who now lit Id them, were incomp itible. That this was 
the cafe, would be manifeft, from one cnnfideration , the French 
will not treat with the piellnt Milliners , to this it might be faid, 
(hall it le endured by a great nation, that its enemies (hall didhtc 
to it what Miniftcrs it fb.ll hive* This, however, was exactly 
the plan that the Houfe was putfuing with refpedt to Prince, and 
it was naturally received in that country with as much indignation 
as it would in this. The Houfe were voting under the influence 
of dclufton , and he wiflied that the Minjfter would lay afide all 
quibbling and prevarication, and give him a plain anfwer to a plain 
queftion, in order to make thcmfclvcs intelligible to all. Would 
they, or would they not, make peace to-morrow with the French 
Governmejnt of France, provided they could procure fair and ho- 
nourable terms ? This was the point at ifluc, and he wiftied to 
know whether the Hpufe would uphold Miniftcrs inoefufing to nc- 
gociate with the prefeitt Government of France, although terms 
jpight be procured conliftent Vith the fecurity of the nation. He 
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Irmly believed, that the tfferit convKtion of IhefWfe was again# 
fuch a propofition, but they had been deceived and deluded* The 
pofleflion of Brabant and Holland appeared to him as affording rrruefr 
ftrongcr arguments for peace than for a continuance of the wan 
If we were to be reduced to the fi tuition of diftrefs, to which 
Miniftcr had declared we ought to arrive, before we liftened to any „ 
propofition for peace , the queftlon then would be* not how to treat) 
but howto capituhte. The French nation wanted a peace, he 
believed as much as this country * nor could he fee there was any 
probability th it they would obftinitcly adhetc to the war, if tire 
attempt were made for negociation, and he muft believe it the du^jr 
of Minifters to make that attempt. The amendment on a former 
evening had been quoted, but every perfon hid forgotten a \cry ef- 
llntial part, vi/. the amendment which he hid the honour to pro- 
pofe to Mr. Pitt’s. 13) ncg'tiving tliw piopofition on tint amend-* 
ment, the Houfe had pledged the nfclves not to make peace with 
theprefent Governors of France The intentions of the Houfe and 
thofc of the firft Minifter, he confldcred as diu&ly oppofite, for 
he believed that they wifhed to negociate, if they could expetf fe* 
cunty , whereas the right honourable gemltmin was determined, 
at no rate, to make peace with the prefent Government of France. 

Mr. BURDON fupported the previous quefbon. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T fud, the difeuffion bore fo near a refuifi- 
blance to that wh ch had tiken place on a former d i\ , ml his opi- 
nion had been fo clcirlv c^preflld b\ lus n D ht honourable friend 
who mo' ed the previous qnerti m 9 tint he di 1 not at hi ft mean to 
tiouble the Floufe 11 pm the lubjuft, anil fliould now idd lut a few 
words to whit had been already faith 1 1 e words of the an tn itncflc 
adopted by the Hoafe on a former occdnn, declared as diftin&Iy 
as language could do, whit then was, and lie hoped ftill would be, 
the meaning of the Houfe, In propofing that amendment, he hj*d 
faid diftmCtiy that the declaration it cont lined wis as ippliciblc to 
the prefent as to any futu.\ Government in Frime, and that no 
Form of Government m that co mtry ought to preclude irgncifion/ 
whenever thue was i rea r />n ible prpfj r ft that pevw could hi obtain* d 
with fecuiit) , but tint on a vuw of ilu, nrtriul lijumonof Pi tnce, 
and the aiftual urcamftinces of the btlhge rent powers, ihc onlv .pro- 
fpedt at prefent of obtaining pcac. with fecuiin, w is by a \igmous 
profecution of the war. It was nuw contended tliat bv rejedliilg^ 
certain words which an honourable gintlern'n propped, he had laid 
fomething very different. Thu arolc from 1 imfionreptum of tlie 
ufualcourfe of proceedings in Paihamcnt, ind juftihtd his moving 
dn amendment in the former d**bite, in prttcr»iuc *u i'\ ng a direct 
Vor*. XLi & L 
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i^gadve to the original motion. It Was now obvious, that to have 
negatived the original motion* would have been liable to the fame 
tmfcdnftru&ion that had been put upon rejecting the words propofed 
to be added to the amendment. It was pretended that* by reject- 
ing words containing any proportion, the Houfe virtually adopted 
the convcrfe of that propofition, a fuppolition unreafonable in itfelfy 
and contradicted by the ufage of Parliament. He refufed according 
to the words propofed to be added to the amendment, becaufe their 
meaning in the only fenfe in which it could be adopted by the Houfe* 
was included in the amendment, and bccaufc, in any other fenfe, 
they would have implied that we ought to ncgociate with France 
immediately. In anfwcr to the queftion he had been fo pointedly 
called upon to anfwer, he would fay,' that under the prefent circuta- 
ftances he faw no psofpeft of fccurity for any ftipulation that might 
be the refuft of negotiation with France ; and while that continued 
"to be the cafe, tp enter into any farther difeuffion upon the fubjedt 
would be productive of no good, nor followed up by any practical 
confcquencc. When we had no fccurity for the performance of 
peace, was it poflible that any terms obtained or offered, could 
compenfate for the want of that fccurity ? The Houfe was not to go 
into verbal criticifms and hypothetical cafes. The true queftion 
far their deliberation, was, Ought they to offer, or invite negoci- 

* ation under fuch circumftanccs as he had already ftated ? — This 
Queftion the Houfe had decided by their former vote, and, hetrufted, 
iftttjld adhere to that deciiiora* on the prefent occafion. 

j Mr. CURWEN faid, the Chancellor of the Exchequer had now 
fpo£cn out clearly to his underftanding, and there was no hope of 
peace but lroin the country declaring its opinion. The opinion now 
{fated, as the opinion of the Houfcj was neither the opinion of the 
country, nor the opinion of prudence. 

Mr. MONTAGU faid a few words in fupport of the previous 
queftion. 

SirWILLIAM DOLBEN faid, the queftion hid been decided 
. on the former debate contrary to his opinion. He thought the de- 
claration tonttintd in the amendment riot fo explicit as the original 
motion, but the amendment having been' adopted by the Houfe he 
deferred it to the majority. He had votecTlaft night for the imperial 
loan befttufc he thought it better to rifqut throwing away fix millions 
than ^ throw away eighteen, by continuing the war without the 

* Emptror’s afliftance. The motion now made could tend only to 

the people of this country, who in confcquencc of the de- 

* the J^oufe had already come to, were more united in fup^ 
the wsff than they bad^cver been before. 
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Mr. WILBERFORCE confeffcd that he ms not without con- 

arable embarrafsment on (he prefcnt occafion. If he had thought 
1 that the prefent motion was fimilar to the former one, he fhould 
either have Voted for the previous queftion, or liave gone away with- 
out voting, as he did not like to multiply occafion# of differing with 
die Executive Government. The firft part of the motion appeared 
* to him to be too ftrong, but for the latter proportion of it he thought 
it his duty to vote. The amendment adopted on the former debate 
declared, that no form of Government would fee conlidered as an 
obftacle to ncgociation , but many of the bad confequpnces arifing 
from the fbppolition that yt would not treat x ith a particular form 
of Government, might arlfe from the fuppofition that we would not 
treat with particular men. The people of France muft naturally 
be tired of a war to which they aferibed all thqir fufferings, and 
explicit declaration that neither their form of Government, nor the 
men who conduced it, conftituted in our minds an obftacle to treat* 
ing for pcacq, although it might not pioduce much effedt ih the firft 
inftance, could not, in his opinion, fail to make a ftrong impreffion 
by degrees. They had as yet no fuch a durance , for the language 
of the Houfe in the add refs, on His Majefty’s fpeoch, and on various 
other occafions, gave the French rcafon to fuppofe that wc would , 
not treat with their prefcnt rulers. The confequcnccs of adopting 
the motion would not be fuch as had been represented. If it were 
acceded to, he for one, would not follow it up with any motion for 
immediate ncgociation. All heuilhedwas to remove obftacles, 
and open a door for negociatiun, while wc w ere m a condition to 
carry on the war with vigour. 

The Houfe divided on the previous queftion. 

Ayes 190 , Noes 60. 


LIST of the MINORITY on Mr.CREY’s Motion* 


Anfon, Thomas 
Antonie, Lee f 

Aubrey, Sir John T 

Bankes, Henry / 
Baring, Sir Francis 
Baring, John • 

Bond, John 

Bouvene, Hon. Edwaid 
Bullcr, James 
Buich, |. R. 

Byng, George 
Church, J. B. 

£ lay ton* Sir IL 

3 


Coke, T. W* 
t'oke, Edwaid 
Colhoun, William 
Courrcnay, John 
Creipigny, T. C. 
Crewe, John 
Cur wen, J. Chiiftian 
Dim fd ale, Baron 
Featherftone, Sirllcnry 
Fitzpatrick, Geneul 
Fletcner, Su Htfnry 
Folkes, Sir MTB. 

Fox, Right Hon. C. J. 



444 


, PARLIAMENTARY A. 179s- 


Francis, Philip 
Hair*, Jamc 9 
Han lion, John 
Hili, Sir Richaid 
Jl'ilfcy, William 
Jckyll, Jofcph 
Jervoitt , C« Jcrvoife 
Kemp, Thomas 
Lambton, William ^cn^y 
Lemon, Sir Wiling 
Long, Samuel 
Ludlow, Eat 1 ; 

Maitland, Hon. Thomas 
Mai tin, James 
M‘Leod, Gcneial N. 
Milner, Sir William 
North, Dudley 
Pierfe, Hcniy 
Plumei, William 


Ridley, Sir M. W. 

RuflTdl, Lord William 
St. John, Hon. St. Andrew 
Sheiidan, R. B. . 

Smith, William . 

Spencer, Loid Robert 
Tatlcton, Geneial 
Thoinron, Robait 
Thointoq, HcniyJ- 
Thompfcn, Thomas - 
Vvntr, Robeit 
Walw} n, J imes 
Wilbe.iou , William* 
Wynne, R. Vs . 

Wyndham Hon. 1*. C. • 
ThLT.LRs. 

G‘ey, Charles 
\\ lutbicad, Samuel, jun. 

r i otal 62, 


« JMjndd's , <\lh Ft u> nary. 

Sir WILLIAM \OUNG, in purfuance of the notice which 
he had given, lofc to fu<rgcft tl e repeal of tbot pirt of the a of ot the 
9th of George I. which forbnde the extenlion of relief to the poor, 
except at the Parifh Workhoufe. In the pic'cnt calamitous fc ’foil 
he had been witnels to numbrrUfs cifcs wheie the expediency of 
granting relief to the poor at theii own honks w is maniHt. lie 
quoted the opinion of Mr. Juftico Blackftt ne, who cx^dslv rcpio- 
bated the claule of which he now piopofrd the lepeal, as bnul ing 
the chain and lyflcm of the poor laws, tding honi (he iivl'p nt 
their only folarc of domeftic focietv, and plating the indulhiou« and 
the dilfoltitc ccjn illy under the tyranny of an < Jverker. 

Mr. BUXTON feconded the motion. lit 1 dd tint ht had been 
tv 1 ntv jem a imgifh ite, and h id found tin- a. t the great*. it griev- 
ance in the run de of his duty. M he poor nmnally n t ked up for 
relief to the c< u*Vry gentle men, whom the law f placed in T 1 c fix- 
ation of nr» 'idri'e'*, but in ronfc quencc of the 1 emulations of *his a £\, 
tney were prevent* d from being abb* tV afford th* m any ai.ift.mcc. 
The Overfeers refufed to give the poor ti^c fmallcft fuccoui, except 
they confcnted to go intr> their homes, for the fupply of whi:h they 
contracted with perfons who eng .ged to fuinilh provi lions at the 
chcapcd ntc, and whiJi, of confequcncc, were very feint lly and 
incompetently fupplied. IJe Dated fcvcral in fiances of the extreme 
hirdihip and inhumanity of the mode of treating the poor, adopted 
unde r the prefent h ftem. 

Mr. POWYS faid, that he heartily agreed with the honourable 
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mover and fccondcr, both as to the juftice of their complaints, and 
the propriety of the objed which they had in view. The beft mode, 
however, of effecting the objedt, he though*, would be, inftead of 
the motion which they had propofed, to move for leave to bring in 
a bill, to explain fo much of an a< 3 , &c. 

This was accordingly agreed to, and Sir William Young, Mr, 
Buxton, and Mr. Powjs, were appointed to prepare and bring in 
the fame. 

Mr. STANLEY prefented a petition from the inhabitants of 
Manchefter. He read the petition, which expreffed the fentiments 
of the petitioners, as to the impropriety of interfering in the mcafures 
of Government in the prefent crifis, and their difapprobation of 
the conduct of thofc perfons in the neighbourhood, who had petitioned 
for an immediate peace. The petition, Mr. Stanley faid, was ac- 
companied by a letter addreffed to him from the gentleman who had 
been chairman of the meeting. It dated that the prefent petition 
was figned by 1 ^,938 perfons, among whom were all the gentlemen 
of the greateft fortune and refpedtability in the town and neighbour- 
hood ; that not one of thefe fign iturcs had been folicitcd, and that 
all thofc who had ligned the petition for an immediate peace, were 
held in general odium. 

Mr. Alderman ANDERSON moved for leave to bring in a bill, 
extending the punishment of bigamy to feven years tranfpoitation. 
The worthy Alderman dated, that, at pit font, this ofllnee was 
only punUhablc at common law Lv tmp.iiomncnt: and as plunder 
was commonly the objeft, one might hujjuitly fee the culprit liv- 
ing in fplcndnur upon tlu fpoils in Newgate, while the unfortunate 
female was defpoiled equally of her In mom and her ptopirty. 

A bill was ordered to be biought in accordingly. 

TucJ Jay , Febtuar } 10 , tj ThoftL ), February I 2, Lulujli e. 

There not being, on any of thofc days, a fuffioient number of 
Members prefent at four o’clock, to foima ballot for a Cmmittec, 
in order to tiy the queftion of the Suitord right of dedion; the 
lfoufc of confequcnce adjourned. 

^ Friday , I 3 ih February, 

Mr. DUND\S prefented articles of the Confutation of Corfica, 
and a petition of the officcu of the E lit- India Company to IIU 
Majefty.— Ordered to lie on the table. 

Lord ARDEN prefented an eftimate of the debt of His Ma- 
jefty *s nav\ fur 1705. 3 
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Mr. WHITEHEAD prefented an account of the number of 
men and boys employed in the tranfport fervice. 

Mr. SECRETARY AT WAR prefented an account of the 
ettn\prdina r y c^pences of the army , alfo an eftimatc of foreign 
corps. — Ordered to lie on the table. 

Lord AkDEN prefented an account of the bounty money piid 
to feamon and to landmen, from the ift of January 1793, to the 
x ft of January 1795. And fix other accounts of the number of 
men employed by and receiving protection from the Admiralty Offiic 
and Navv Office.— -Ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. HUSSEY prefented a petition from a large nurrib>*r of re- 
fpcdtablc inhabitants of the city of New Sarum, humbly reprefent- 
ing to the Houfe the diftrtflts and cahmitics of the country in con- 
fluence of the prefent dcftruChvc war, and praying the Iloufc to 
enter as foon as pofliblc into 1 mgociation for peace vi ith Franco ; 
•which, if rejedted on the part of that nation, the pctuioncis would 
then ule their utmoft efforts in defence of the country The petition 
was received, and ordered to lu on the tabic. 

Mr. Alderman CURTIS picfcntcd a petition from fever d fiiends 
of the religious fociety called Quaktrs humbly ft itmg, thitwai 
was ever contrary to the principles of the Gofpcl of Chrift, \nd to 
their religious tenets m particular. And as mod of the petitioners 
Were owners and mafters of (hips, they prayed that thc\ might not 
be required to fupply feamen from their (hips und' r tne regulations 
of the new bill for manning the navy , and that thev might not be 
cLpriud of the means of providing for themfclvts and their families. 
Ordered to he on the til 1c. 

The names or the following Members who were chofen for the 
Committee, were then bi ought up and read • 


Thonas Stanley, Ffq Chiu min. 


Scroop B> r niid, I lq. 
Lieut. Col Cr. N 1 < nt 
i norfU* Dundts 1 ( j. 

J. H. Aidutgton, Llq. 
fame Adams, Lfp 
John Mil 1 , I iq. 

R»glu Hon. J C. Vililers 


1 bonus Joints, Ffq. 

Lord Vifeouut Mtldui 
I ml ViEount Hmehmbiook 
I) r.CoAe, I«fq 
J. M. Pitr, htq. 
lion. h. B nivtiu 
Chailcb Dunyas, I f p 


Mjudi), 1 6th February • 

A petition w is received from the ftupotvnus of the town of Scar- 
borough,- * dating the plan foi manning the navy by mling a certain 
number of men *n proportion to the tonnage ot even outward bound 
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vcffcl to be impraflicable, and exprefling their readlnefs to grant a 
pecuniary aid for the purpofe. 

Mr. GREY faid that having feme time lince moved for returns 
of the protections granted by the Admiralty, &c. feme of which he 
now found laid upon the table, he wifhed to know whether them 
was any objection that thefe returns fhould be printed. His object 
was toafeertain whether any means could be found for manning the 
navy without referring to the meafures propofed by the bill* 

Mr. Chmccllor PITT ftated, that he had no objection ter the 
returns being printed. He had received feme recent information 
from different quarters on the fubject of manning the navy, which 
would induce him to adopt confiderablc alterations in the plan h® 
had already laid before tire Houfe. Thefe alterations were fuch as 
would lc id to a more fpeedy and effeflu il accomphfhmcnt of the eml 
in view ; but though proceeding upon the fame principle, would 
require regulations fo \cry different from thole alicady fuggeflcd, as 
he belicvtd would render it expedient to introduce a n< w bill. 

Mr. GREY hoped that fufluient time would be allowed to take 
the new bill into eonfideiation, and to receive the neceflary infor- 
mation fiom different parts of the country, before any attempt would 
be made to p ifs it through the Houfe. 

The returns were ordered to be printed for the ufc of the Houfe. 

Mr. HUSSEY Aid, that public notice had been given feme 
rime lince i f a lone to be granted to the Emperor. On this fub- 
jeft he had a motion to make, which he believed was latlicr unpre- 
cedented , and a** his apology, he ludonlj to plead that the bufinefr 
to which it icfured w is ltfcU unprea dented. He wilhcd to mo\c* 
if thuc w is no ob|Li c bon, that the contnft rcfptfting the loan (houkt 
he laid btfoie the Houle, previous to the difeuflion in the Commit- 
tee of Supply. 

Mr. Chmccllor PITT Aid, thit the motion which the honour- 
able gentlemm propofed to make, was cntiiely inconliftent with the 
forms of the Ho'ffe It was ufual for the perfon in his fruition to 
m.ikc the bargi’n with tliofe who were difpofed to contiaft for the 
loan , he fliould aforw irds, in bringing forw trd the budget, have 
occafion to propofe a resolution dating the terms on which it was 
made. y 

Mr. IIUSSiYY affed why the Miniftcr had net, in making th: 
prefent luan, proceeded by competition, a b lit had laft year done 
with fo mull credit to himfdf, and advantage to the Public , and 
as he underftood from the belt authority was to be tl e cafe in ano- 
ther countiy (Ireland.) Competition w i<, in h*s mind the heft fnode 
ol difpoling of the public money. Yv u-j 'he Budget was brought. 
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forward in the Omimittee of Supply, there Was always fuch a mul- 
tiplicity of bufinefs as to prevent any particular point from receiving 
a full difeuflion. He had no hefitation to ftate, that from what he 
tmderftood of the terms of the loan, they were fo exceptionable, 
that he was defirous to bring them before the public in an authentic 
(hape. 7 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that the bufinefs of the night of 
the budget was to difeufs the terms of the loan, and that the pro- 
pofal of the honourable gentleman went to anticipate the difeuflion 
of the budget k foie it \v is opened. 

Mr, HUSSEY faid, that the right honourable gentleman wa* 
well aware that the bufinefs was itfclf fo unprecedented that he had 
no clue to guide him on the piolint occafion. 

Mr. WINDHAM faid, that he piopofcd on Friday to move 
the extranrdinaiics of the army, fo far as rcfpc&ed the trench corps. 

Tuefday , I 7 th February, 

Several petitions from various fea-port towns were prefen led, 
ftating that the bill for more c fTc&ually fupplying the na\y with men, 
was partial, oppreflive and impracticable. — They were ordered to 
be laid on the table. 

Mr. L AMBTON prefented a petition from the M lyor, Alder- 
men, Freemen, Clcrgv, and other inhabitants of the City of Dur- 
ham and its neighbourhood ; fetting forth, 

That the war in which thefe kingdoms are now unfortunately involv- 
ed, hasahtacW pioved highly injunous to their tiade uid commeicc, 
and, if pH (even d in, mac, by intei lupting their cftabliflied mtercourle 
with fomgn nnons, and loading 1 the manufactures of this coimtiy with 
additional burdens, fintlly effect then dcftiut c hon : That, although the 
commeicial liituut ha> moir dTcmuIly lurter.d from the vvir, yetevtiy 
other put of the community has hurily kit its picffue . that, while 
the peutioncis an pufonally lcnliblcot thole erils, humanity leads them 
to deplore the lues of then biave countiymcn, fauifictd ia this unavail- 
ing contort : tint they lee, with rcgiet, the prelent large expenditure of 
public money, whidi, it long continual, may pioduce filch a derange- 
ment in the fin intes, as mull endanger the cpnftitution of any country : 
that, hncuely nt iched as the petitioner* aie to the conftitution of thefe 
realms, they thou Id think it their duty to repel, to the utmoft of their 
power, the attempts of any n ition whatfoever tu inteifercin theii intci- 
nal legifl ition , taey mu ll thu efore conlider the compilation of the war, 
for the purpole of changing the prefent Government of France, as to- 
tally repugnant to that grand puntiplc of morality, 44 of doing toother* 
as we would they fhould do unto us,” as pregnant with the greateft ca- 
lamities to this country, and akogethci impracticable, as melancholy ex- 
perience has fully dcmonltmtcd ; that the petitioners, deeply imprefled 
with thefe impottant truths, do theitfoie, in julticc to thcmfclves and 
their pofteiity, huntbly addled theii Reprefentauves in Fariiamcm-affcm^ 
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bled, to interpofe, by the wisdom of their Councils, that the much* 
wanted and invaluable blellm'js of ponce may be fpcedily rcftored ; and 
that if, after a declaration cn the pirt of this country of theii iviliing- 
ncfs to enter into a treatv, upon Ian, op^n, and reafonable terms, the 
enemy (hou Id pcrfeveie houilitit&, the petitioners, however deli rous 
of peace, will be F>'Jiid Uj foiwaid in defending the jufr claims, the ho- 
nour, and the independence ot thefc kingdoms, as any body of His JVIa- 
jefty’i fubjccts ,yn .ever. 

Ordered to be laid on the table* 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL prefented a counter-petition 
-rom the fame place, figned, he faid, by many of the molt rcfptft- 
able perfons there, and the fignaturcs of ten or eleven refundable 
perfon^ alfo appeared to the petition, but he Mas authonfed to fay 
that they weie figned by proxy at their requeft , fetting forth, 

1 hat the petitioners, ftrongly difappro^intt <*f all attempts to interrupt 
the deliberations ot Paili imtnt, (c< |»et »*»11\ in tins momentous culls' 1 by 
the obtrulion of the leiuimcnts ot individuals, g m impoitmi »ubjci5h, 
concerning which private individuals can, in g.nci il, 1 a\e ftj authentic 
or complete information, beg leave to cvpiefs tlieii deep concern at find- 
ing thcmMves under a neceiliry of tiaubling the Lfo’ile with their dil- 
avowal of a petition which they imdcrfland ib pu f emrJ, or intended to 
be pttftntcd, to the lloufe, by foinc paCons of the 1 ii city andniigh- 
bouihood, relative to the time or mode of m km^ peace : th it the p' ti* 
tioners fumlv icly on thewildom of I Ii - Majelt), and ot the git at Coun- 
cil of the Nation, and on tint paternal gondncls which Itiongly inclines 
His Mu jelly (cvei lonfulting thchappincL andwcltaic ot his people) to 
tci minute the cahmities of wu as fpcedily as u fate and horvun ible op- 
portunity dial I picfent itfelf : tint in this firm and conll.tutionalc uitidcnce 
they humbly prav that the gicut rcfomccs ot this powcitul union may 
continue to be extited, in It* eh mannei as find be mod c m luviu ro 
the fccuic and peiinincnt eitablifinnenr of i pc ice, • op lint nt wall lu 
true intcull, dignity, and gioiy of the Uiitilh cmplje. 

On the queftion, that the petition he laid upon the tabic, a long, 
dcfultory, and in fume inllanccs, w irm com crLrion to^k place. 

Mr. LAMBTON entered into a defeription ot the numur in 
which the fignaturcs had been obtained \ nnnv appiicitions, he faid, 
had been made to perfons for twenty miles atound the City of Dur- 
ham, to fign this counter-petition, in con r eqiuike of the one which 
he had juft prefented in the mmc of mam of 'he moft refjKvY.Hu 
characters in tint part of the counrrv. lie i.Mcrud alfo, tint many 
of the perfons, w liol^vnamcs appeared to this eountu-pedti *n, \urc 
Clergymen, and tint it was not wrv a mil tent with the d rctiincs tjJ? 
the religion winch they piofc&J, for fucli pci foils to piav f<» i the 
continuance of war. 

Mr. FRANCIS wiflitd to know if the Atirivv General vms 
aurhorifed to ftate to the Houfe that the pci ions whofe ninus were 
figned liv piixv, were fo finned bv tivir mjuelt , if he could not 
Vo XL w ^ M 
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anfwcr that qticftion in the affirmative, the Houle ought to confider 
that part of the petition as a forgery, and therefore he ihould in that 
cafe object to the petition being laid upon the table. 

The SPEAKER obferved that in point of order and regularity, 
the petition was fuch as the Houfc Ihould receive as far as regarded 
thofe who had a&ualty figned it— -but with regard to thofe names 
that appeared by proxy, it ought to pafs for nothing. 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL faid that many of the perfons 
who had figned the petition, were amongft the moft rcfpeftable in 
the kingdom for property and character. 

Mr. GREY maintained it to be highly impolitic to make a con- 
font reference to the property of individuals who were petitioners to 
that Houle, efpecially on the queftiorr of peace or war. It tended 
to imprefs on the minds of the poor, that their interefts were not to 
be attended to in that Houfc ; it might induce them to regard the 
rich as men drawn up in array of battle againft them, and if ever 
the hour of extreme calamity Ihould arrive, on whom was the nation 
at large to depend, if the affections of the poor were loft? 

The SPEAKER brought to the recolledtion of the Houfc the 
Handing order, which was, that no petition Ihould be received in 
the names of any pci funs if it was not figned by their own hands. 
With refpedt to thofe who had figned it, the petition was irgnlar, 
but as to thofe names figned by proxy, it was not a petition to the 
Houfc of Commons, and their names might be erafed. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT thought, that from the refpe&abflity of 
thofe who had adhially figned the petition, the fair inference was, 
that the proxies fpoke the fentiments of thofe whofe names appeared, 
but who had not figned it, and therefore to erafe their names would 
be to facrificc fubftanee to form. As to the precepts of chriftianity, 
he maintained that they did not forbid a defence of ©urfelves ; and, 
this being a war declared by anarchy and Atheifm againft order and 
religion, there was nothing inconfiftcnt with the character of a Mi- 
niftcr of the Gofpel, in petitioning, that the continuance of it might 
be left to the wifdom of His Majefry and the great Council of the 
nation. With regard to the idea of drawing a line of diftin&ion be- 
tween the interefts of the rich and the poc^r in this war, he faid, 
that fuch a line had never been drawn in that iloyfe, exoept by thofe 
who accufed others of it, for the purpofe of urging arguments againft 
fuch an Ariftocratic practice, when, in point of fa£, their own 
practice was, upon that vety point, the moft Ariftocratical. 

• Mr. L AMBTON and Mr. GREY denied the charge of the Mi- 
nifter, and appealed to the whole of their conduct as a refutation 
of it. 
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The MASTER OE THE ROLLS fupported the petition. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS did not with it to be underdood that 
he felt lefs for the poor than any other Member of that Houfe ; but 
the common fenfe of mankind allowed that a certain refpeft was 
due to property ; and therefore it could not be improper to allude to 
it, in presenting a petition to that Houfe. If he were to meet the 
^.honourable gentleman (Mr. Lambton) in the lobby, he (houid hardly 
think it a fafe thing to tell him, lie (houid pay no more regard to 
his petition than to the petition of his dable-boy. , 

Mr. HARRISON thought, that as the chaff could not be Sepa- 
rated from the grain in this petition, the bed tiling the Houfe could 
do was to reject it, in order that the parties might have an oppor- 
tunity of prefenting one from which no names ought to be erafed. 

The SPEAKER faid, there were two ways of difpoling regu- 
larly of this quedion : to objeft to the petition being laid on the 
table, or, after it was there, to move for a Committee to inquire 
how it was figned, and, if any (ignaturcs appeared to be irregular, 
to erafe them. 

Mr. MARTIN was of opinion that it was wrong to draw any 
particular didin&ion between different ranks of men, who petitioned 
that Houfe ; but if any diftin&ion muft be made, he thought that 
the petitions of the lower clafs, in the cafe of war, were more re- 
fpedtablc than thofe which came from the higher, bccaqfc on the 
lower the burdens of war mod heavily prefled. 

General SMITH thought the whole of this converfation extreme* 
ly irregular. 

The queflion being put, the petition was ordered to be laid on 
the table. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that with regard to the bill which 
was now before the Houfe for the more effectually Supplying His 
Majefty’s navy with fcamcn, it was his intention to move that it be 
podponed for three months, for the purpofe of bringing in another 
bill upon the fame principle, but varying in a great mcafure the mode 
of cariying the principle t yito effcdl. 

Mr. GREY faid, that as the prefent bill was now underdood 
to be impracticable, poflibly die next might be equally reprobated 
when it came to.Jj^iindcrftood, and there fliould certainly be time 
given to make inquiry from thofe who were to be mod immediately 
affedted by it. 

Chancellor PITT then moved the order of the day on the 
till, with a view of poftponing the further confideration of it as lie 
had mentioned ; but on the fuggedion of the Speaker, on the regu- 
larity of the proceeding, the bill was withdrawn. 

3 M % 



451 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1795; 

Mr. Pitt then faid, he fliould move for leave to bring in a new 
bill u|>on this fubjeft to-morrow, and he fliould propofc to go on 
through tlie different ftngcs of it as quickly as poflibly, in order that 
after it was printed, a week's time fliould be afforded for the vari- 
ous perfons rnoft immediately interefted to confider it ; he propofed 
to go into a Committee on it, merely for the purpofe of filling up 
the blanks, the day after to-morrow ; and that being the cafe, the • 
better way would be to movfc now for leave to bring in the bill, 
which he did. Agreed. 

He then moved, i€ That the other bill, for more effectual ly 
Supplying His Majefty’s navy with landmen, be refen eel to a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houfe on Thurfday next.” Ordered. 

Mr. CURVVEN prefented a petition, figned by about a thoufand 
perfonsin the neighbourhood of Carlifle, praying for peace. Or- 
dered to be laid on the table. 

Wednejday, 1 8 th February . 

Mr. ROSE moved, “ That the particulars of the vote of credit 
of lafl year, fliould be laid upon the table.” Ordered. 

The Houfe, in a Committee of Supplv, voted feveral fums to 
defray the expence of the civil eftabliftiinents of Canada, Nova Sco- 
tia, Newfoundland, &c, 

Mr. ROSE moved, u That the fum of 41,0001. be paid to the 
rcprcfcntativcs of Richard Ofwald, due to him as contra&or for the 
army in Germany, in the year 1763. 

Mr. HUSSEY objected to the Committee voting fo large a fum 
without opportunity being afforded for difeufling the ground upon 
which it was granted. 

Mr. ROSE faid, that, as large fums had been recovered from 
public Accountants, it was proper, that fums which were found to 
be due to them, as in the prefent inftance, fliould be paid to them 
or their representatives. 

The SPE AKER fuggefted, that the proper mode of proceeding 
would be, for the honourable gentleman V) move for the report or 
the Commiflioners of Public Account. , with refpedt to the fums due 
to the reprefentatives of Richard Ofwald, \ 

I he Houfe was refumed, the Report nrderetkl&bc received to- 
morrow, and the Committee to fit again on Friday. 

Mr, ROSE moved, u That the report of the fums due to the 
rcprcfcntativcs of Richard Ofwald, be laid upon the table ; 
alio of the fums due to the Landgrave of Htffc Caffcl, for his fcr* 
Vices in the American war/' Ordered. 
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Thurfday , I <)tb February . 

Mr. THOMAS STANLEY, from the Sele& Committee who 
were appointed to try and determine the merits of the petition of 
the feveral pcrfons, whole names arc thereunto fubferibed, on be- 
half of themfelves, and others, being legal cledlors of Members to 
-^ferve in Parliament for the town and port of Seaford, in the county 
of Suflex, reported to the Houfc, “ That the right of election for 
the town and port of Seaford, according as the fame was decided 
by the laft determinatio* in the Houfe of Commons on the i oth of 
February, 1670-1, is lt in the populacy,” or, according to the 
interpretation of the word “ populacy ” by the refolution of the 
faid Houfc on the 1 5th of December, 1761, “in the inhabitants, 
houfekeepers of the faid town and port, paying foot and lot,” and in 
fuch inhabitants houfekeepers only.” 

Colonel STANLEY prefented a petition from 10,820 Inhabi- 
tants of the town and neighbourhood of Manchcfler, fetting forth, 

That the petitioners, influenced by fentiments of lwvalty to the King, 
and unfeigned attachment to the conftirution, with its wife and wholefome 
provilions, made at the time of the glorious Revolution, conceive it to 
be an indifpcnfabic dutv, and a proot of the iinecrity of their profetlions, 
to reprefent to the Hoiii'c the evils that have already been producedby 
the war in which ibis nation is unfoitunately engaged, and the alarming 
apprchcnlions which they entertain of ilill grcatci calamities enfuing, if 
meafurcs be not ipeedily taken for averting the fame from this country c 
that, whatever diftciences of opinion mighr have cxiftcd at the com- 
mencement ot the warns to its juftice or policy, all deferiptions of men 
inuil now agree, that its progrefs has been accompanied by a fcrics of 
moft difaftrous events ; that the manufactures and commerce of the 
country have been greatly reduced inconfequcncc of it, the property of 
many fnbjedsof this realm much injured, and the blood of a multirudo 
of others died ; that the public trealure has been expended ; the pubjie 
debt increafed ; and that, in propoition ns the refourccs ot the nation 
are impaired, the demands on the people arc multiplied, while our allies 
view the rapid progrefs and continued fuccdks ot the enemy with ap- 
parent indifference, ©r make feeble efforts to refill them, little propor- 
tioned to the magnitude of the impending danger, or to the extraordi- 
nary fubiidics paid them fr/this country : that, under the prefent cir- 
cumftances, the petitioners have nothing to hope from the continuance of 
the war, but their fears arc juftly excited left it fhould ultimately involve 
this country in irretrievable ruin ; and therefore praying that the Houfe 
will ufe the moft r®5fual means for reftoring the bleflings of peace to this 
nation ; and the petitioners beg leave, at the fame time, to affure the 
Iioule, that if it fhould appear, contrary to the hopes of the petitioners, 
‘that motives of ambirbn, or implacable revenge, on the part of the cue* 
sSty, render it impofliblc to procure a termination of hoftiluies, the peti- 
tioners will contribute moll chcarfully and zealoufly, in common with 
nil their ‘fellow fubjedts, towards a neceflary defence of their dpareft ipt« 
tcrefts, apd the independence of their country. 
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The petition was brought up f and ordered to be laid upon the 
table. 

Colonel MAITLAND faid, that the petition which had now 
been prefented, need no argument to fupport it. He would more 
particularly have been difpofed to have made no obfervations on 
this petition, on account of the place from whence it came, as every 
man muft rather with to allay than to inilame the fpirit of violence 
which had fo difgracefully exhibited itfclf at Birmingham and Man- 
chcfter, had it not been for the conduit of the honourable gentleman 
who had juft now brought up the petition, and which was fuch as 
compelled him to make a few remarks. The honourable gentle- 
man, he underftood, when he prefented a counter- petition from the 
fame place, on a former evening, had accompanied it with his own 
animadverfions, ftating that it had been figned by all the perfons of 
rcfpe&ability in the neighbourhood. He appealed to his own per- 
Tonal knowledge for the rcfpe&ability of many of thofc who had 
figned the prefent petition, and afked, whether he knew any perfons 
in the neighbourhood more refpc&able ; never, indeed, was there 
a petition, with rcfpe& to which the forms of the Iloufc were more 
ftri&ly adhered to. But the honourable gentleman had gene far- 
ther ; he had faid that a degree of mifehievous activity had been 
ihewn in procuring fignatures : if there was any mifehievous acti- 
vity, it had been confined to the other fide, who ftylcd thofc who 
figned the prefent petition. No King-men , no Chunk-men, and de- 
' feribed them as perfons who murdered all Kings, deftroyed all re- 
ligion, defpifed the poor, and increafed taxes, &c. He had faid 
likewife, that thofe who had now petitioned for peace, were held 
in univerfal odium ; if they had incurred any degree of odium, it 
was only in confcqucncc of the grofs mifreprefentation of their op- 
ponents. He wifhed to know how the counter-petition had been 
obtained. It had been obtained by all the arts of influence, mif- 
• ftatement, and corruption. It was figned by many, under the idea 
that it was a petition for peace. In one of the neighbouring vil- 
lages, which furniftied above four hundred fignaturcs, the Bellman 
was fent round to invite all Churchmen and Kiitgmcn to lign a pe- 
tition againft republicans and levellers. . 

Colonel STANLEY faid, that the hon(fe:jblc gentleman had 
not been prefent when he brought up the counter-petition ; upon 
that occafion he had not ftated his own fentiments, but only read 
an cxtradl of the Chairman, who tranfmittted him the*petition. s — 
When the prefent petition was put into his hands, he afkcd the geri- , 
tiemcn who brought it to town, whether they wifhed that he fhould 
fay anything, on prclcntingit to the lioufe, to which they anfwer^ 
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cd in the negative: He acknowledged that the prefent petition had 
been ligned by many perfons of great refpedtability ; as to the boys 
and children, who had figned it, of them he would fay nothing. 
He would always ftudy to difcharge his duty as an upright and inde- 
pendent Member. 

Colonel MAITLAND faid, he would leave to the Houfe todc- 
^ermine whether the honourable gentleman, by reading the letter, 
did not mean to make the impreflion that fuch were his own fenti- 
ments. He would take upon him to ftate that the petition for peace 
was not figned by one boy or child, whereas the counter-petition 
was figned by many of that defeription. 

General TARLETON prefented a petition from 10,000 mer- 
chants, traders, and other inhabitants of the town’ of Liverpool ; 
fetting forth, 

That the petitioners, imprcfFed with fentiments of the moll unalterable 
affedtion for His Majcfty’s Royal perl’on and family, and earneflly foil- 
citous for the preservation of the conflitution of thefe realms, beg leave 
tq cxprels to the Houle the anxiety they feel from the prefent Hate of this 
kingdom and its commerce, in confetjuence of the war : that the peti- 
tioners cannot but deeply regret that any particular form of Government 
which may fuhlift in France, fhould be confidered as an infuperable bar 
to a negotiation for peace, on terms of honour and advantage to this 
country : and therefore renuciting that the Houfe will be pleafcB to 
adopt fuch mea fures as they may think proper for reftoringto thefe king- 
doms the blcflings of peace. 

The petition having been read, 

General TARLETON rofe, andfaid, Mr. Speaker, in preferr- 
ing this petition, two points 'Arikc forcibly on my mind, to which I 
defire the attention of the Houfe. The firft is of a perfonal nature, 
the fecond of a more general and extenfivc defeription. Whilft I 
explain myfelf on the firft fubjedt*, I throw myfelf entirely on the 
indulgence of gentlemen, affuring them, at the fame time, that I 
fhall comprefs what I have to fay into a very fmall compafs indeed. 

I am aware, Sir, that I am one of the reprefentatives of the people 
of England ; but I with to be underftood, in fpeaking upon tjiis part 
of the fubjedt, as one of tl*c reprefentatives of Liverpool, more than 

the general and appropriate chandler of a Member of this Houfe. 

From the town whe v c I was born, and by the people amongft 
whom I was bred^sa 'educated, I was fent a representative to ParFa- 
ment. This mark of their confidence and attachment gained jriy' 
gratitude and afFedlion ; and I determined to watch over their intereft 
apdfhonour, to thebeft of my ability, and with unfhaken integrity. 
^Previous to the commencement of hoftilitics, I fupported the mo- 
tion of my right honourable friend (Mr. Fox) for negociation. I 
was aware that die merchants of this country had every thing to 
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lofe, and nothing to gain. My own local knowledge of the country 
which was likely to be the theatre of war, together with the infor- 
mation I have derived from hiftory, relative to Continental wars, 
fuggefted a melancholy foreboding of the cataftrophes which have 
lince happened. I therefore oppofed the war, bccaufe I thought 
it contrary to the intereft of thofe who font me to this place ; and 
nptwithftamling the flouriftiing pictures of commerce exhibited by 
the right honourable the Chancellor of the Exchequer in his eloquent 
fpeechcs, I know' the wears a decaying and mutilated form in the 
ledgers of my confUtucifts- I oppofed the war, becaufc I thought 
it contrary to the intereft of my fellow townfmen ; no rational or 
defined object being held out by Minifters, from which prudent or 
confiderate men could exped any chance of fucccfs, or conclufion 
of hoftilitics. His Ma jetty's Minifters were conftantly (hitting their 
ground, and quitting one fitolifh pretext for another ; and therefore 
I had reafonable caufe for inferring that it would be a waroflofs— 
of calamity — of horror — and extermination. If I had not thefe 
powerful and urgent confidcrations imprefled upon my mind, the 
conduct of the war would alone have been fufficicnt caufe for op- 
pofing IlisMajcfty’s Minifters. What can we difeover in thecourfe 
of this extensive war, but rafhnefs and incapacity? The folly of 
Minifters has been fo gigantic, that it has (hrouded the martial 
fpirit of the moft warlike nation in the world, and reduced the 
kingdom to an unprecedented and highly dangerous filiation. Thefe 
are my motives, explained as concifely as I could, for oppofing the 
war. I have afted from the moft deliberate confutation, and the 
moil confeientious conviction : I have done my duty to my confti- 
tuents, and am fcarlefs of the eonfcqucnccs. 

With rcfpcdl to the other propofition, which is of a more ex- 
tenftve defeription, I beg leave to call the attention of the Iloufe to 
the lituation and fentiments of this Iloufe and the country, at the 
commencement of the war, and the fituatiort and fentiments of the 
Houfc and the country at the moment at which I ain fpcaking.— 
What was the fit*: Jion of the country ^t the commencement of 
hoftilitics? Snong in men and money— rich in refourccs, and mo- 
nopolb.ing a I molt all the commerce of the world. What were the 
fentiments of this Houfc and the country ? not now invefti- 

gatc whether there was alarm or delufion circulated wantonly and 
mill hie voufly through the whole extent of the ifland : that is not 
the queftion I mean to argue at this moment. Suffice it to fay, 
notwithftanding. the warning voice of my right honourable fricnl > 
(Mr. Fox), no Mini ft cr ever had, in any virtuous or wicked cauie* 
fo decided a majority in this Houfc, or in the country. 

3 
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What is the prefent fituation of Great Britain ? A number of 
valuable lives have been loft ; great fums of money have bcch ex- 
pended ; the commerce of the kingdom has been injured, and al- 
moft deftroyed ; our Continental allies have invariably deceived U9 ; 
the Dcfpots of Germany are now grafping with infatiablc avarice at 
the millions of Britain, exaded from her deluded and impoveri fil- 
ed inhabitants : the chief Magiftratc of Holland (one of the States 
we undertook to defend* one of the pretexts, I may fay, for going 
to war) has been expeued from his high fituation, and has taken re- 
fuge in our country. What man fits upon the Treafuiy bench, 
that docs not now abandon the defign of invading France, and at- 
tacking Paris ? Is it not a fa 61, that the visionary ho* L esof foreign 
conqueft are relinquifhcd, am* that the Cabinet is now employed in 
providing protedion for our own coafts, and drawing troops around 
the metropolis of England ? 

What are the fentiments of this Houfe arid the country at the 
moment at w T hich I am fpeaking r I f there was occafion to refer to 
die petitions now upon the table — do not the petitions and counter- 
petitions agree as to their obje<ft ? Yes ; they, in unqualified terms, 
afk for peace. Will any Minifter or Miniftcrialift, any Alarmer 
or Alarmift ; is there any man fo profligate or corrupt in this Houfe, 
who will get up, and pronounce that the country is now as unani- 
mous for the war as it was at its commencement r I believe no 
man polTelfes nerves and front competent to fuch a declaration.— 
This, therefore, would be enough for my argument, and for the 
inference which I fhnll prefently deduce from it. But thefe peti- 
tions, as well as all the converlation out of doors, are proofs and 
teftimonies that the majority of die country is decidedly for peace. 
The petitions of York, Munchefter, Norwich, Liverpwl, South- 
wark, and London, are trumpet-tongued, and proclaim the wiflics 
and fentiments of the country. 

With this manifeft direction of our coiuYituents ; with this pil- 
pable alteration in the public opinion, coupled with the prefent ca- 
lamitous fituation of our^>reign affairs, docs it not require all the 
vigour, all the integrity* all the abilities uf 1 he kingdom, to reteue 
the State from the doftrudion which hovets over if f It does requhe 
the aggregate of thrfL qualities and virtues, united with the fi ride ft 
attention and duTtinccrelt patriot! fm, to re (lore Grout Britain to her 
former happinefs, fplendor, dignity, and power. What, therefore, 
the moft likely meafurcs to call forth the vigour and unanimity of 
*fhc country, and to produce fo desirable an end r The offering peace 
to the French, and the committing the conduct of the w.tr into,. 
Other hands. Let us offer peace ro the French —let it Lc a peace 
Vo l. XL. 3 N 
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in which England can partake with fecurity and honour. If term* 
fuch as arc compatible with the fafety and glory of England, are re- 
fufed, when offered by proper men, and in a proper manner, let us 
look our ferocious enemy in the face— -let us call forth refourcc? 
which thefe feeble Minifters cannot bring into adion— let us call forth 
thofe beft allies in all wars, wifdom and energy— let us try to fave 
the State, and we fhall afterwards have time to punifh the au- 
thors of our calamities. 

The petition was ordered to lie upon the table. 

Mr. B. GASCOYNE bxought up a counter-petition of the 
Gentlemen, Clergy, Merchants, Free Burgcfles, and other inha- 
bitants, of the borough of Liverpool ; fitting forth, 

That the petitioners, at a time like the prefent, when certain perfona 
have preferred petitions to the Houfe, praying for the fpeedy reftoration 
of the blellings of peace, led thenifrlvc9 called upon to declare, that, al- 
though they are equally anxious for fo dclirable an event, it to be ob- 
tained upon fafe and honourable terras, yet they cannot but conceive 
fuch petitions 3 s having a tendency to impede the operations of the Ex- 
ecutive Power; and to pally its energy, thereby giving encouragement 
to the common enemy, and protracting the attainment of the very objeft 
they protefs to advance ; and, with thofe fentiments, the petitioners pray 
that this lloule, to whum, in conjunction with the other two branches 
of the Legiflarurr, the petitioners look up with the finneft confidence, 
will b: pkafed to adopt fuch vigorous and decifive meafurcs, as, in their 
joint ulldom, fhall be belt calculated to fccure to thefe kingdoms the 
im ftimnblc blclhngs of an excellent conllirution, and to continue to them 
that independence and external refpeft, which are eifentially ncccllary 
to the protection of our trade and commerce, and this Houle having, by 
a iblemn vote, coincided with the delirc uniformly manifefted by His 
Majefly, to effed a pacification on jult and honourable grounds, with 
any Government in Fiance, under whatever form, which flial-1 appear 
.capable of maintaining the accuftomed relatives of peace and amity with 
other countries, the petitioners humbly beg leave to exprefs their deter- 
mination firmly a id lteadily to fupporr His Mj jelly in the profecution ot 
the prefenr ju!t and necdfiry war, uziril the arrival of that happy period^ 
a ; affording the only tcafonablc expectation of permanent fecurity and 
peace to this couniiy. 

Ordered to lie upon the t \blc. 

Lord MORPE TH prefented a petition of which the following 
is a copy : 

To the Honourable the Houfe of Commons of Great Britain, in Paring 
ment afrembled. k , 

^ v 

The Petition of the under finned Freemen of the City of Carljfle, 
Sheveeth, 

That your petitioners underftanding that their name? are fubfcribfc# 
to a petition to your honourable Houle, entitled, “ A petition from tha 
Freemen of the city of CarliHe,” aver that they neither figned the faid 
Hftition tbcrofclm, nor authorized any other peri'un tg £gn it fox them* 
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and indignant at fo gmfs an Impofition, mod carneftiy intrrat your lio- 
nourable Houfe will either cauft their names to be expunged from the 
{aid petition, or order the petition itfclf to be withdrawn, as to your wif- 
dom fliall feem meet. 


Signed, 

Edward Singling, 
James Robin fon, 
Peter Wilfon, 

John Thompfon, 
Jofeph Thompfon, 
Thomas Tinling, 
John Simplon, 


John Wilfon, 
Thomas Carrier, 
James Robin fon, 

J ohn Coulthard, 
ohn Rodford, 
Thomas Simplon, 


Lord MORPETH moved, that the petition might lie upon die 
table. 

Mr. WALLACE faid, that on fcconding the motion, he re- 
gretted that the effect of it could -only extend to expunging the 
names of the perfons who complained : he wiftied that it might have 
gone to the complete rejection of the petition againft which the com- 
plaint was directed. -He knew, he faid, how valuable was the 
right of pedtioning to the fubjedi, and w as as defirous as any man 
to encourage the cxercife of it ; but there did exift abufes in its 
pradficc, againd which he thought the indignation of the Houfe 
could not be too ftrongly mcniteftcd. In the petition prefented by 
the honourable gentleman fome time ago, a forcible in fiance was pre- 
fented ; and he would venture to declare, that, taking the circum- 
ftanccs now dated, in addition to thude which he had the honour of 
dating upon a former occalion, a more flagrant and atrocious cafe 
of abufe had never claimed the attention of Parliament. The 
greated refpedt, lie faid, was due from the Houfe to the petitions 
of the People, on every occalion ; but in proportion as that refpedt 
was felt to be due, in the fame degree they .ought to be careful and 
jealous that the petitions fpokc tlie fair and free fentiments of the 
perfons whofe fignatures they bore ; that 'they had not been obtain- 
ed, as in the prefent indance, by the graded mifreprefentation ; 
that their number had not been fwellcd by the addition of tlie names 
of the dead, or fupported by the mod barefaced and audacious for- 
gery. He hoped and believed the honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Curwen) who had prefented the petition, was not privy to the im- 
podurc ^.he believed he did himjudice, when he faid, that he 
thought him, on no occalion, capable of giving his countenance to 
frd'Jl and falfehood, and that if lie had known thefe charges could 
’tie fairly laid againft the petition, he would not have prefented it. 

, Who were guilty he did not know ; he was happy he was ignorant, 
as he ihould have been forry to have been under die necetluy of ap* 
plying to any individuals thofc epithets which every man mud fed 
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due to the aflors and contrivers of fuch an impofition. He faid he 
was glad that the perfons whofe names had been abufecj, to ferve 
purpofes in which they never concurred and did not approve, had 
felt the injury as they ought to do ; that they had made a folcmn 
and public appeal to that Houfc for redrefs ; becaufe it gave the cir- 
cumftancethe greateft notoriety- — too public for the benefit of the 
country, he was convinced it could not be ; not that k was of great 
importance whether this or that obfeure individual f:r L ; - name to 
a petition ; but it was of importance tint fo daring an ' dangerous an 
impofture rtiould be detected and expofed , it might tend to prevent 
fimilar prafliccs in other places ; if the cafe was generally known, 
as he trufted it would be, the example of what had happened at 
Carlifle would awaken the precautions of every part of the kingdom 
againft the like attempt; it would convince men, that there vn 
nothing to which the advocates for immediate peace were not rt.«dy 
to defeend, for the attainment of their purpofes ; it might prevent 
that Iloufc from being, in this awful moment, deluded by falfc 
Appearances of ftrength and numbers, from being led to give that 
weight and influence to the clamours of what was perhaps only 
feeble minorities, which was due only to the general voice, or de- 
liberate fenfe of a great majority of the people. 

If any of thefc effcfls were produced, he might, he faid, con- 
gratulate thofe who had taken this flop, upon having rendered an 
effential fcrvice to their country. In the fanguine hope that thefc 
effe&s would be produced, it was with great pteafurc he feconded 
the motion of his noble friend, that the petition do lie upon the 
table. 

Mr. CUR WEN exprefled his hope that an inquiry would be 
made by what means thefe names had been figned to the petition. 
He could take upon him to ftate, that never was any petition 
brought forward more fairly than that cf the freemen of Carlifle. 
It was voted at a public meeting, at which there vccre only four dif- 
fenting voices ; no felicitation whatever had beep made for ligna- 
tures. 

Mr. WALLACE faid, that no felicitation had been made for 
fignaturcs, becaufc it appeared that they ha<4 put down names with- 
out a firing leave. « 

Mr. FOX faid, he wiflied very much for an explanation o£ this 
matter, it was a thing which ought to be inquired into, and ?jen 
thofe who wifhed to prove the truth of this complaint, ought to 
mote an enquiry. He muft obferve, however, that the honour- 
able gentleman who fpoke laft, had been mifinformed once already 
>pon another petition upon.4his very fubjeft ; he could not, there* 
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fore, perfectly rely on the accuracy of his information in the prc-. 
font infiance. With refpett to the matter complained of, he could 
only fay that, if any perfons prefumed to fet down any names except 
their own to any petition prefonted to that Houfc, they groslly in-* 
fringed on its privileges, and therefore he wifhed the matter to be 
inveftigated, and nothing could follow if the matter ihould lie true, 
but the crafure of the name?, and perhaps the punifhment of the 
perfons who were guilty. He nuift alfo obferve that it by no means 
followed, as of courfe from what had already appeared, that tliofe 
names were inferted by the friends of the petition ; for fuch an im- 
pofture, with a view to diferedit the prayer which it contained, was 
more likely to be pra&ifed by enemies than friends to the petition* 
Here it appeared that the names of foven or eight perfons were forged 
to a petition which was figned by fome hundred perfons, and he w r as 
convincee upon the face of the tranfadlion, that thefe names were not 
entered by the friends of the petition. The honourable gentleman 
had laid that the advocates for peace would defeend to any thing. 
Now he was an advocate for peace, and he trufted it was not ne- 
ctllary for him to fay, that he would not defeend to any thing that 
was improper, or that he was more likely, on account of what he 
had juli heard, to confide in any promifes that were to be made of 
the happv ilfue of this great, glorious, and fueccfsful war. With 
rcfpecl to what the honourable g( ntlcmnn had been pkafed to fay of 
feeble minority, he confolfod they were but few in t lint Houfc, but 
he tr lilted they were not very feeble ; the manner in which things 
were managed out of doors, was a little fingular ; for this great, 
this vigorous, this triumphant majority, never came to any of 
the meetings projected by this feeble minority, where the queftiort 
of peace or war was to be agitated ; perhaps this great majority 
w r crc too magnanimous to infult this feeble minority, and (laid 
away on that account ; and whenever they had any petition, they 
proceeded in the moll open and candid manner, for he would not 
fay that they procured fignatures unfairly, but he would fay that, 
in the counter-petitions," there did appear fomething like manage- 
ment, for, in every one of them, peace was mentioned as q thing 
exceedingly ddirable, and the only doubts were upon the queftion, 
Whether it ought to be made at this moment ? Whatever might 
h$ Conceived of the ft ate of oppofition to the prefont war in that 
^Oufe, he conceived that a complete proof could be had of what 
*was going forward out of the Houfc by the petitions that had ai- 
;ready been brought into it, and he believed that, how ever feeble the 
minority might feem to fume perfons, the people at large would 
very foon ftiow what were their lcmiments upon the war* It was 
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extremely material for gentlemen who looked to the real ftate of 
this country, to reflect whether, if the war muft be profecutcd, it 
did not behove Government totakefome ftepto produce unanimity, 
and in this view, he confidcred opinions out of doors as extremely 
important* With refpedt to his own opinion in that Houfe, he 
always formed it for himfclf, upon the beft view he could take of 
the queftion to be confidercd ; and with rcfpcct to the opinions of 
people at large, he believed they were not now likely to be long 
governed by majorities in that Houfe or elfcwherc. 

Lord MORPETH then moved, “ that, i attend of the ptefent 
petition being laid on the tabic, a Committee be appointed to exa- 
mine the matter of a petition prefented to the Houfe on the 2 2d of 
January laft, on behalf of tire freemen of Carliflc, and report it, 
as it lhall appear to them, to the Houfe/' 

Mr. CURWEN fuggefted the propriety of the Committee being 
a Committee of the whole Houfc. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT thought, that that would be inconve- 
nient, and that a fclctft Committee would examine tire fubjedt 
better. 

The queftion w r as put and carried, and the following Mombcrs 
were fcledted to be of the Commitrec : 


Lord Morpeth, 
Sir H. Fletcher, 
Mr. Curwen, 
Mr. Braddyll, 


Mr. Hu dev, 
Mr. Howard, 
Mr. S.imiuY, 
Mr. Martin. 


Mr. HUSSEY then moved, 4t That the account of the extra- 
fcrdinariesof the army be printed which, after a (liort converfa- 
tion between him and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, was 
ordered. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS brought up a copy of His Mnjefty’s 
order in council, for laying an embargo on all Britifh ftiips and 
veffels, for the better manning of His Majefty's navy. Ordered 
to be laid on the table. ^ 

Mr. HOBART brought up the report of the Committee of 
Supply. The refolutions were read and agreed to. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT observed that, as »public bufinefs of a 
prefling nature (the extraordinaries of the army) was* to be difcufled 
to-morrow, it might be convenient that the motion of his honour- 
able friend, Mr. Wilberforce, on the Have trade, might be dEcs^ 
ferred to feme open day in the next w eek. 

Mr. FOX faid, there was no bufinefs of greater importance 
than that of the flave trade; it was now prefling alio in point of 
titi ic. -We all knew that th«r queftion had been evaded by fomc 
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means or other, and the evalion had certainly put the bufinef* alto- 
gether in very confiderable danger. There had been a very great 
delay in this matter, perhaps very properly ; he was giving no opi- 
nion upon that fubjeft now, but that Houfe {hould fuffer as little 
farther delay as poffible ; and, therefore, if the difeuffion did not 
take place to-morrow, he hoped it would as foon afterwards a* 
poffible. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE faid, that he lhould be very forry 
have his intended motion delayed ; but as he would be very forry 
to inconvenience the Houfe, and was defirous to oblige his right ho- 
nourable friend, he (hould have no ©bjedtion to poftpone his motion 
to the firft open day, provided he could have an affurancc that it 
lhould pyfitively be brought on upon the day on which it (hould 
now be fixed to take place. He had, therefore, no objection to 
waving his motion for to-morrow, on this condition. 

Thurfday next was fixed for the motion to be brought forwards 

Mr. Chancellor PITT moved the order of the day on the bill 
for railing men for the navy out of the counties of Great Britain* 
He faid, he took it for granted, that gentlemen being, already ii* 
poffcffion of the printed bill, had made up their minds on the fub- 
jc£t ; and as it was not his intention to introduce any amend- 
ment very materially different from what he had already ptopofed, 
he did not fee the neceffity of detaining the Houfe by any thing he 
had to fay at that time, unlcfs he heard fome objections which he 
had not anticipated. 

The Ifoufc rcfolvcd itfelf into the faid Committee, and Lord 
Arden was in the chair. 

Several gentlemen fpoke in< the Committee ; and the principal 
objedt which gave birth to a difference of opinion, feemed to be, 
how far they (hould or (hould not depend on the returns of the po- 
pulation of the different counties with refpedt to the ratio of landmen 
that was to be furnilhed by each, in confequence of the number of 
houfes paying taxes in each county, which was the criterion of 
diffribution on which the principle of the bill was founded. 

Several amendments were propofed and received, after which 
die provilions were agreed too, and ordered to be reported. 

The report was rccei/ed immediately, and then the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer moved, That the report be printed and taken into 
further cohfidcration on Monday. — Ordered.— He then intimated 
thatjft (hould propofe that die bill be read a third time on Monday. 
^rMr. CAWTHORNE propofed as a claufe to the bill, that 
every gentleman having three men fervants, (hould furnifh one for 
the fervice of the navv, or pay the fum of twenty guineas \ if ha 
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bad five icmnts, that he fhould furnirti two, and fo on in propor- 
don. 

Mr. CURWEN was of opinion, the claufc was a very proper 
one, for that the rich ought to come forward in fupport of this war 
more than any other, for k was chiefly in fupport of their interelfa 
it was carried on. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he fhould feel it his duty to objeft 
to this claufc, and he believed that, in opening the ways and means 
OH Monday tor the fervice of the yenr, he fhould convince gentle- 
men of the defeription to which the claufc referred, he had not forgot 
that they ought to bear a confidcrable fhare of the fiefli burdens to 
be laid on the public. 

Mr. CURWEN faid, he was glad thcMiniftcr was determined 
to tax the rich, but he faw no reafon yet whv the claufc fhould not 
be adopted alfo. He thought itill, that people of an elevated con- 
dition ought to come chcarfully forward to bear the burdens of th6 
war, that the poor might be relieved as much as pofliblc. He 
would go farther, and fay that, in his opinion, all circumftances 
confldercd, the Crown itfelf fhould come forward, and contribute 
to the fupport of this war ; for, he thought, thefc were times in 
which great conceffions ought to be made to the people. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT then brought up the new bill, for railing 
men in proportion to the tonnage of (hips, &c. 

It was read a firft and fccond time, and ordered to be printed. 

Friday, 20 th February . 

Mr. Chancellor PITT brought up a copy of His Majefty’s order 
in Council, relative to the exportation and die importation of v^hcat 
and other grain. — Ordered to be laid on the tabic. 

The SECRETARY AT WAR brought up an account of the 
diftribution of the two millions five hundred thoufand pounds voted 
to he paid to the Ring of PruiTia.— Ordered to be laid on the table. 

Mr. THORNTON faid, he had had the honour to prefent a 
petition, on a former day, from a grA*t number of the inhabitants 
of Southwark, again*.! a farther prc r ccution of the war, and he now 
begged to prefent a counter-petition to that, from a confidcrable 
number of rcfpeftable inhabitants in that Porough, who defired npt 
to be included in the objedi of the former petition ; bq£. as they 
approved of the principles in wiiich the war was commen^tf^fo 
they confided the termination of it to the wifdom and difcreh^i of 
, Parliament. ^ ^ 

The petition was brought up, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr* RQS& produced a copy of accounts of fums of money, due 
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from this country to the reprefentatives of the late Mr. Ofwald* 
Cotnmiflarv of a late war in Germany, and alfo due to the Land- 
grave of Hcffc Cafltl. On the quefuon being put for laying the 
accounts on the table, 

General SMITH obfrned, that pi c\ ions notice (liould have 
bten given of a bufinefs of this kind. ftftufc were accounts of a 
tian icth n whifti had taken place thiity ye*ns ngi. One of them 
imolved a fum of 41,000!. and the othci a very huge fum of mo- 
ney. He hoped that il in) thing w is to be \< ted on thefe accounts, 
jll the paitieuhrs fliould be laid before the Houfe. 

Mr. ROSE obferud that the honour ihlc gentleman might have 
bun aware fomedtys, that thefe accounts were to be on the table, 
lie had proposed to bring them fotward be ton, but on the fuggeflion 
of another Member he withdrew his motion then, for the purpofd 
of bringing thvfe accounts forward, .in he lnd done to-da\, for in- 
form it ion to the Houfe upon the fuhj ft, lukac anv \otc w is to b« 
jaopo’ed. it the m* ney ll ted in theie aec< nuts Lcjuftly due, lie 
appuhended tint the Rpgth of rime it h. d been owing, was not to 
be nr cd is 1 rcafou for not pi)ing it. The at ount now on the 
table lnd been attentively and c ireful l\ cMiniiicJ by Commiflioners, 
vht) h.id appioved of it. If rl uc w.»s anj u lion ro be given for 
not paying the money, the Tictft.r> would not at 4II confider that 
as a matter of r^gat , but on tl t 1 the r inn i, it w is neceffary that 
j 1 iff ice* fhould hr d'Mic. If ilni^ wa> any ofticr information jn his 
p wer, ucjuiied, he wa, rt td\ to gue it. — ft lie accounts were then 
oidtu d to b< 1 lid on the t<l Jc. 

( 3 ncial ft'ARLETON hid, tint he was about to mike a fciies 
of mu' inns which he fhmild now it id to the Houle, and which 
Were follows: 

fth 'i tlitie lii l b foie thb I ionic, 1 copy of the* lctuin of the ef- 
fectives of the Bi'tiffi limy 1'iuhi the cumin m 1 ot Gcntiil His Royal 
Hi«hu Is the Duke < f Yoik, 1 ivu 0 in 1 luiuLis and on thchontici of 
lianec, on tin ilfoi Ajml 1791 , 

Hi it theie hi laid beiou this lloufc, a copy of the letum of the effec- 
tives of the Btiufn anny nuclei thecommand of Gcnei.il Roy tl tiigh- 
ndsthc Dakc of \oik, lcrvingjn llandeis and onthe lion tier of Fiance* 
on the 2d of \pul 179; , 

That theie be laid bctoic this Houfe, a copy of the icMin of the fick 
and wouncLu ot the Britilh aimy under the command of Guieial Hi* 
Roy il Highnefs the Duke 9! Yoik, feiving in Handets and on the hon- 
tici of France, on tl^p iff of Apnl 1794.; 

Tint tfcgie he kid before this II mle, a copy of the letuin of the ef- 
fWTiveS^of the Bntilh army ferving on the hontici of Holland and in 
FlamEts, on the ill of Auguft 1794 j 

-That there be laid befoic this Houfe, a copy of the return of the lick 
nd wounded of the Biitifh aimy lei ving on the liontici of Holland and 
m Flanders, on the iff of Auguft, 1794. 

Vo*. XL. 3 O 
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That there be 1 iid befoie this Houfe, a copy of the return of the of- % 
fefth ’s of the Biitdh n my lei > in» on the frontiers ot Holland and \\ ell- 
phaha, on the ill of F bin u\, 17 >q. 

Hut theic bt luJ brfo c tint 1 Joule, acopv of the return of all regi- 
ments and leci uits it nt to the fud arim, between the ifl of April, 1791, 
andthciftoiltbiu.it), 179;. 

The firft moth n being uad, the qticftion upon it was put, and 
the Ilouft divided . — 

Fur the motion 1 1 , \gainfl it 64. 

Upon the ft con d motion the Houfe di\ ided again • 

Foi the motion 18 , Againft it 86. 

The confidcration of the petition from Cailiflt, on the right of 
dc&ion, wi< deferred to the 3d of March nvAi. 

Mr. W 1 UTERI' M) moved, “That an humbb Addicfs be 
prefented to His M ik ilv, praying, that lie will be giacioufly plcafcd 
to give directions rl it there be liid bcfoic the Houfe a copy of a 
treaty concluded between 1 1 Is M ijtfty and the Duke of Brunlwick.” 
— Ordered. 

He moved ifterwaids, “ That the cop} of the inftrument icfpcfU 
ing the kingdom of Corfica now on die table be printed.” — Ordered. 

Mr. Chancclh 1 1 T 1 T moved the ouki ( f the day, on the bill 
for fupplying the invy out ol vaiuus fhips, in a certain proportion 
according to then tonnage. 

The bill pallid a Committee of the whole Houfe in a fotmal 
manner ; and the Report was itemed immediately, and oidued to 
be printed ; and then 

Mr. Chancilloi PI TT moved, “ That the Report be rtconfi- 
dcred this day ft/nniglit.” — Ordered. 

The SECRETARY AT WAR moved the order of the da\, 
for the Houfe to ttfolvt itJelf into a Committee of the whole Houfe, 
to confider farthci of a fupplv to be gi anted to His Majefly. 

The Houfe being in a Committee, he moved, that the fum of 
3,063,9681. be granted to His Majeffy towareis defraving the ex- 
traordinary txpcnccs of the land toiccs, &c. from December 179 3, 
to December 1794. 

Mr. HUSSEY obierved an accoun*\of fums paid upon bills which 
were drawn upon Mi. Erook Watfon, to the enormous amount of 
1,189,0001. and he afterwards obferved an account of bills drawn 
by Mr. Watfon to the ftill more enormous amount of 1,900,000b 
—Now he u ifhed to know, whether the firP account was alone 
con fined to the extra expences of the year 1793* AUjbeJat- 
ter account to be chficd under the current expences of the" prefent 
year* and whether they were joint or feparate accounts, that is to 
fay, whether the fum of 1,189,000b was to be included in the i 
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account of bills drawn to the amount of 1,900,0001. or whether 
they were diftinft and feparate accounts ? 

Mr. Chancellor PITT replied, that all the bills were drawn be- 
fore the 24th of December, 1794, and were of courfe to bear- 
ranged in the accounts of that year ; but as all the bills have not 
been yet received, fo the prccife ftateincnt of the whole account 
could not yet be given. 

Mr. HUSSEY hoped whenever a prccife ftatement could be given 
of the amount, that an account of the application of it would be 
given alfo. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT replied, that Mr. Brook Watfon would 
of courfe give an account of the application. 

Colonel MAITLAND ubferveJ, that a very large fum of mo- 
ney was expended at Toulon, and another very large fum in the 
Weil Indies, anti he hoped there would be no objection to lay the 
detail before the Houfe much more explicitly than appeared at prefent. 

I fc wifhed to know whether the Houfe was to have complete in- 
formation upon all the fuhjcdls now before the Committee, parti- 
cularly as to the difference which had been faid to fubfifl between the 
treatment of different regiments, upon which he muft fay a word 
or two hercafru*; but fir.'l he mull obferve, that with regard to the 
expenditure of money in the Well Indies, it apjjearcd to him, that 
during the whole of the year 1794, when we got Martinique, 
Guadaloupe, and St. Domingo, it only colt us 191,0001. whereas 
the extraordii.iry expenditure at Toulon amounted to 400,0001. 
Tins appeared to him to be very lingular, and he wifhed to know 
whether the Houfe were to have proper information upon that fub- 
je6t. There were two other points on which he mull make a few 
observations — A large fum of money was paid to a Member of that 
Houfe, an honourable gentleman, for w horn, as an individual he 
had the higheit refpedt, both for his military talents, and his private 
virtue ; a gentleman who had dillinguifhcd himfelf in the laft war. 
This gentleman (he alluded to Colonel Fullarton) was paid 1 5, cool, 
now, for what he did fifteen years finee; now it was rather ftrange 
that he had not been paid before, and that fueh an account as this 
flnuld come forward at this particular period. He did not fay it 
35 r Jx-impvHper,* *fbr he mull repeat, that he had too much efteern for 
that h’ave officer and excellent man, to lay any thing againft him' 
gVrfonally ; but yet, as a Member of that Houfe, he muft fay the 
matter required explanation. Had not Colonel Fullarton at the 
time he raifed the troops received the fame bounty, that was given 
£0 other officers ? Another part of his obfervations was diftin&ly 
directed to the extraordinaries of the army, under the head of the 
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Foreign and Emigrant corps. lie luJ underftood, he faid, that 
our own troops beheld thefe corps with a great degree of jealoufy, 
becaufe it was generally believed that they were more favoured thaii 
our regiments, and therefore he conceived fomc explanation ought 
to be given. The Emigrant corps, he believed, were not fo com- 
plete ns they were bated in the accounts before the Houfe, and he- 
wi fhed to know how the returns of thefe corps were afeertained? 
Whethtr they had the fame cheeks in their payment as the Britifli 
troops? And whether the officers or men bad more emoluments ? 
He wifned rot to have a lumping fum of ten icglirents, but a re- 
gular reiurn, as was ufual in every Biibfh regiment. 

The SECRETARY AT WAR ndvifed the honourable gentle- 
mn t j rc’dlify a mi bake he was likely to fall into by not diltinguifh- 
ing thofe emigrant companies f< iving under the Duke of York from 
thofc which adid under his [the Secretary s) immediate infpedion. 
They were included in different ffatements ; for of thofc upon the 
comment he could not fpcak fo pofitivclv, n’ her ns to their conftruc- 
tion or their pay. In regard to their condition, he did nut under- 
ftand they were on any better foiling th.m the Eritifh troops, but 
rather the contrary. He was abroad lab fu miner, when he iliould 
certainly have heard of the complaints which the honourable gentle- 
man had mentioned, if there had been any r eaten to complain ; bnt 
in his conversions with the Britifli officers he had never heard the 
rcmaik which the honourable gentleman had bated, and from what 
he diJ hear he had rcaibn to turn Be they were in every refpedt be- 
lgw our own troops. As to tl.t advantages the officers w r ere faid to 
poflefs in j rt ft ivwv to our own, he could affirm that fuch was not 
the cafe. He knew 1 the mlc was net to exceed the pay and allow- 
ance of the Britifh Hoof.*. 

Mr. C ha net Hoi ITIT faid, that wiih regard to the detail of the 
bills when tky came from the Commiffioners, lie hould not have 
the finallcft difinclination to Jay them before the Houfe, if any 
gentleman (hould defire it. lie hid* no doubt hut that the Com- 
miflioners would tranfmit thur accounts with all the difpatch pof- 
fiblc ; and upon this fuhjcet lie was happy in rebelling that late re- 
gulations had enabled gentlemen to undcrfland the expenditure of 
this branch of the public fervice, in a mannci •much/uperior to 
former periods, and nothing could be more his wifli than tljafgeri- 
tlcmcn fhould have the benefit of that regulation, in order to form 
their opinion uporj the fubjefl. With regard to what had been ftffel? 
relative to a fum of money given to an honourable Member of that 
fToufe, he muff obferve itjvas not for railing men, that the charge 
jvas made ; the truth was, that many worthy men, now no more. 
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were perfectly fatisfied with the merit of the f tv lee for which this 
fum was paid. In the eourfc of rl»c laft war, ti j 1: honourable gen- 
tleman was employed in a ftrvice of g* ' »r ferrecj , in the courfe of 
which he advanced a large fum of :vonn out of his own pocket* 
He was employed by the Earl of Guilford ; he vent abroad, and ■ 
when he returned, fomc difficulty arofe from the nature of the fer- 
vicc, and perhaps the matter was not mveffigated as readily as It 
might have been. A reference, however, was afterwards made Co 
Commiffioners appointed for that purpofe, and they rcjxirtcd on the 
merits of the fen ice, as wall as their <>j inion on the infereft due for 
the money advanced by that honourable gentleman, for all which 
it appeared that the fum of 15,000!. was by no means an extra- 
vagant allowance. The Houle, if it was ddired, fhould fee the 
Report of the Commiffioners ; and he fhould now only fay, that 
the payment of this money could iwt lv delayed without injuftice. 

3 VIr. FOX laid, that he conceived fomc explanation to be ncccf- 
fary with rcipcet tv) the large exUnt of particular fums. He could 
not help adverting to what had been remarked by his honourable 
friend, the enormous cxpenccs incurred at Toulon in comparifon 
with thofe that had been employed for the ferviee of the Weft In- 
dies. As to the money granted to Sir Gilbert Elliot as Civil Com- 
miffioncr to France, he did not conceive that after the evacuation of 
Toulon fuch an office w-as ncecffary, though he found that he had 
received the i alary till the time that he had been appointed Viceroy ,, 
»f Corfica. Now that a new office had been created for him he 
fuppofed that he no hunger remained Civil Commiffioncr. With 
rclpc6t to the monev that had been fo long due to Colonel Fullarton* 
it was rather furprifing that he fhould not have been able fooncr to . 
cftnblilh his claims. It was now Pa ted to have been due for fifteen' * 
years, during the greateft part of which the honourable gentleman • 
had been in tl j\ counuy, and had the faithcr advantage of urging 
his claims as a Member of that Houfc, and that he fhould have been - 
able all at once in tile courfe of this feflion to render his claims fo 
much more intelligible than at any former period, was rather fome- 
thing unaccountable. Great ft refs was laid on the authority of the . 
late Lord Guilford in the prefent inftance, from which it would ^ 
appear th’lt greater attention was paid to the authority of that no- ^ 
y bic Lord now' that he was dead, then had been paid when he watr f 
living. There w ? as only one point more to which he fhould advert; b 
he thougnt that the emigrant corps raifed under the bill of laft year *i 
.ought not to cxift at all. Since that bill palled, circumftances had 
materially varied. The late declaration of Minifters, that they 
were ready to treat with any form of Government in France capabr 
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of maintaining the necuflomed relations of peace and amity, though 
he did not think it hi Aide udv explicit, went, however, to ftjte that 
any hopes of the emigre its as to the reilnration of the aucicinfyftcm, 
were now defperate. How far then was it confilccnt with honour 
or policy to employ them under the idea of lighting fi>r aeaide which 
was completely out of the queilinn ? If Minina's were ready, as they 
profeffed, to treat with any Government, v.hctlicr an Ariftocracy 
ora' Democracy, to the cxclulion of all the hopes of the emigrants, 
to continue to employ them und t the bill of iaft \ ear, was, in his 
mind, contrary to policy, juftice, and humanity, arc* he {hould 
therefore, when the vote was propofol, give Ids negative to the futn 
appropriated for this fervicc. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT replied to the different points adverted to 
by the laft right honourable fpeakcr. lie ihued, that after the eva- 
- cuation of Toulon, Sir Gilbert Elliot had been employed on public 
bufinefs in Italy, and had continued to be engaged in very important 
fervict? till the time that he was appointed Viceroy of Coifiea. It 
was difficult to account for the amount of ex ponces till the particulars 
Wgiv b< foie the J Joule ; but when it was coplidcad that we had got 
poffnTinn of Toulon chieflv in confequenee ot the preffureof famine, 
and that a wry hrge force were on the fpur of the occafion to be 
fupplied wiii: { rovi lions, it was not to be wondered that the expence 
<ff this Jcrvice lliould be wnluLrablv gie.it er than in the cafe of ex- 
peditions, where the provifions were lupplied from this country. 
As to the emigrants, he contended that the declarations of the lall 
and of the pi dent year were perfediy confident. Whether there 
were the fame hopes of lucecfs, or the fame expediency in retaining 
them in our fer vice, as when they were fir ft employed, were mere 
qudkions of policy. Miniilers had not pledged the ml elves to the 
emigrants to re tier c the old form of Government \ they had laft year 
on puffing the bill declaimed any- Inch pledge. At the fame time 
if any opportunity (hould unexpectedly pracnrjtfclfof bringing back 
the ancient Ivflcm, they did not fa\ that they would not employ 
them for that purpofe. If this couiury v as led from companion to 
maintain a large body of emigrants, wn& it not fair that, it (hould 
avail itfclf of their fcrviecs in any way in which tlley co^dd be ren- 
■ jilered ufcftfl to the common caufc ? - ^ 

Mr. HUSSEY remarked, that fornc of the films were charged^ 

, in a very indefinite manner, viz. to the Deputy Pav-Mafters in the 
0 Weft Indies, without fpccifving the names of thofe Pay-Mafters. 
Ilc.alfo animadverted upon the immenfe fums charged as extraordi- 
naries in Jamaica, and in the Bahama I (lands. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT replied, that with rcfpe& to the fum 
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chared for cxtraordinaries in Jamaica/ it fliould be recollctfed that 
a cunudurnMe part of the exptnevs of the expedition to St. Domin- 
go, was defrayed in Jamaica, which accounted for the lirgcncfs of 
the fum charged. As to the expends incurred for the Bahama 
Iflands, it would be found, that they were not greater than the exi- 
gence of the ferviee, and the ncecflary preparations of defence re- 
quired. I he other alluded to by the honourable gentleman, via, 
the fums charged by the Deputy Pav-Mafters, the particulars of 
them might be called ior when the accounts of the Deputy Pay* 
Mailers were given in. 

Mr. HUSSEY faid, he fliould not know how to call for them* 
as they were not charged to any particular perfon. 

Mr. SI KELE explained to the Houfc why the fums were charged 
to the Deputy Pav-M iflers, witliout naming them : the reafcn was, 
that the Deputy Pa v- Mailer had oecafion to come to Englapd upon 
buibiefs, and there was a perfon appointed to acl in his 100m, and , 
afterwards a third pci (bn was appointed. 

Sir WILLIAM DOLI’KNT took notice c»f an account that had 
been handing undetermined for many veins it was for funis due to 
a gentleman who had ban Governor of Cajc Breton ; and called 
home to anfwer certain aeviiaticn; ; be had t u n now for feven or 
eight years demanding a cn idem nation or acquittal, and the fetilo 
meiitot the fums due to him, without Ding able to obtain either. 
He was conllantly tola that he was a \c?y niuitoiious clnraflcr, 
and that lie fliould he recommended to His Majeflv, and in the 
mean time v as reduced to the blink of ruin. If ibis bufinefs fhoulii 
not be taker, up by the Executive Government, he fliould think, it 
his duty to bring it before the Unufe. 

Mr. J«OX w ithe d to know if all hopes of the expedition againfl 
the coaft ot Krnnee under Lord Moira wac now given up, whether 
in point of accent '.my it would not he proper to npplv to fame other 
ferviee (he troops do Timed for that expedition, which had only tended 
to cripple our other exertions. Guulaloupe was now loir, and St. 
Domingo, it was to be feared, would quickly follow. Ought we 
flicn Hill to keep up preparations which there was no prefpect of be- 
ing able to ufe with any advantage, when the force which now re* 
mained ina&ivc, was wanted for ferviee in another quarter ? 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid there was no mode of arguing this 
point without going into all the circumfiances conncftcd with* that 
which at prefent was impolTible ; he trufted, however* 
that a time would come for the difeuflion, when it would appear 
that fuch circumftanccs had occurred from time to time, as perfectly 
juftified Minifters. in keeping up tliofc pieparations. At to the ia£t y 
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the troops under Lord Moira, fo far from being ufclefs, had been 
a$ive on the Continent during fume part of latl campaign ; they had 
at different times fupplied reinforcements to the army abroad, which 
had been replaced by frefti levies; and he ftated that to retain fuch 
a depot of force, always at hand, and under the conduct of fo able 
a Commander, was a circumftance of confidcrable confequcncc to 
the internal defence of the country. 

General SMITH faid, he was forry to find that fuch large fums 
had been laid out in fortifications in the Bahama Minds, and he 
thought it improper that fo great an c\ pence Ihould be incurred with- 
out the previous approbation of Parliament. 

Mr. Chancellor PUT conceived that he had bu n mifunderftood ; 
he did not fay that all the fum charged had been laid out in fortify- 
ing the Bahama Illands ; lie faid ir had been expended in making 
the neceffary preparations for their defence. He agreed with the 
honourable General, that it was not proper fi >r Governors to take 
upon thcmfdves to erect fortifications ; and indeed every precaution 
was confiantly taken by. Government to prevent it, by fir icily for- 
bidding it in their inftru&ions. Hut at the fame time it was fome- 
times neceffary for a Governor, on the preffurc of immediate dan- 
ger, to ered fortifications, and therefore it mu ft in feme degree be 
left to the difcrction of the Governor, as it was one of thofc things 
which could not with fafety be wholly prevented. 

Mr. DUNDAS obferved, that the ex peaces incurred in taking 
meafures for the defence of the Bahama Illands, were entirely justi- 
fiable ; bccaufe laft year, when an armament w as fitted out by the 
French from a place from which he hoped they never would fit out 
another, it was doubtful whether their objed was to attack Hallifax 
or to proceed againlt the Bahama Illands. Under thefc eircumftan- 
ccs it was certainly proper to take every means of putting thofc illands 
in the heft pnffiblc ftate of defence. 

General TARLETON laid, that if the troops under Lord Mo ; ra 
had been fooncr detached to the Continent, they might have faved 
Nieuport, and averted the unhappy fate of the emigrants ; as it was, 
they did not arrive till Oftend had fallen. * He remarked that the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had laft year ftated that the fum of eight 
hundred thoufimd pounds then voted foi extraordinaries, would be 
amply fuilicient for the fervicc of the year. In the prefent difaftrous 
, ftate of affairs, the Houfe were called upon to vote [Kry.c millions ; 
he fuppofed that the demand woukl rile in proportion as the lituatjpn 
of the country became more calamitous and diftreffmg, and that next 
year a vote would be propofed of nine millions. 

Colonel MAITLAND lamented to fee the enormous expence* 
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incurred for building barracks. He was fure, that when the Hfcufe 
firft gave their affent to this plan of building barracks they were not 
aware of the extent to which it would be carried. The Houfe Would 
bcaftoniftied to hear that there had been already above 5oo,oooU 
expended for that purpofe. But this was not the only expcnce ; 
for there was a degree of patronage annexed to every barrack, in 
the appointment of barrack -matters, &c. The money thus laid out 
would have been fufficicnt to indemnify the innkeepers for their Ioffes 
in having foldicrs quartered upon them, and the country might have 
been faved from the dangerous and unconftitutional plan of building 
barracks. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT fa id that whenever this fubjeft came to be 
fully inveftigated, he would contend that the money laid out in the 
creftion of barracks had been moft beneficially expended — He was 
perfectly willing that every account that could be called for, fhould 
be laid before the Houfe, becaufc he was fure that the more gentle- 
men confidcrcd the fubjeft, the more they would be fatisfied, that 
both with refpeft to the health and the discipline of the troops, the 
erection of barracks would prove Hghlv advantageous, exclufive of 
the other argument, of the great hardships under which innkeepers 
and publicans laboured. 

Mr. W. SMITH cited foittc paffngcs from BJackftoncs Com- 
mentaries, to prove that barracks were dangerous to the liberties of 
the people. 

The refolution was put and agreed to. 

Mr. WINDHAM moved, that a fum not exceeding 427,620!* 
be granted to His Majefty to defray the expenee of railing, Sc c. corps 
of emigrants, purfuant to the aft paffed kift year. , 

Colonel MAITLAND repeated his obfervation, of their being 
better treated than the Englifh troops. — He wifiied the Houfe was 
in poffcflion of feme more clear intelligence as to the number and 
ftatc of that b<xly of troops. 

Mr. WINDHAM, in reply, laid, that in refpeft to the emi- 
grant corps employed in the fcrvicc of this country, the whole of 
the expcnce was not fuperior to an equal number of our own troops, 
and that the moft fiitisfaftory information on this head could be af- 
forded the honourable gentleman, if the fame was demanded. 

Major MAITLAND obferved, the right honourable Secretary 
did not anfwcr ^ to one particular, namely, whether the arrears of 
the entrant corps had been put on the fame footing with Jiofc of 
the Britilh troops? The eftabliftiment of the' emigrant corps he 
thought fo vague and undetermined, that he would himftlf make a 
motion on a future dav, to fix the fame fpccificalh . 

Vol.XL. 3P 



r 45T ' 7 PAR 1 1 AMENTA R Y A. 179 $. 

Mr. WINDHAM, In reply, (aid, that all the regiments in- 
cluded in the paper on the table were’entircly on the fame footing* 

The remaining resolutions were afterwards feparately put and car- 
ried ; and the Report on the fame ordered to be brought up on 
Monday next. 

Sir JOHN SINCLAIR faid, that before the Committee dif- 
folved, he (hould make a motion that the fumof 3000I. be granted 
to the Board of Agriculture— Agreed to. 

Monday , 23/ February. 

Colonel MAITLAND moved for a copy of the agreement en- 
tered into with certain officers, for raifing a corps of emigrants. 
.Ordered. 

Mr. WHITBREAD moved that that part of the Report of the 
Committee of Supply, which related to the 15,0001. paid to Co- 
lonel Fullarton, forfcrviccs performed fifteen years ago, be printed, 
in order that an examination might he made into the validity of the 
employment, and the performance of the duty. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT tignified no unwillingnefs to affent. 

Mr. FOX faid he had no oppofition to make to this motion, but 
he doubted whether it would lead to all the information that might 
be requifitc, in order to underhand the matter fully. It was rather 
extraordinary that this bufmefs had not been fettled before. 

Mr. HOBART brought up the Report of the Committee of 

s ppJy- 

Ou reading that part of it which allowed to Sir Gilbert Elliot a 
large fum of money, 

Mr. 1 * OX laid this was a point which required farther explana- 
tion. Hcohicrvcd, that he believed Sir Gilbert Elliot was em- 
ployed for civil affairs in France ; he did not know why he was 
employed, nor did he* know any thing of the utility of his employ- 
ment. lie was employed too in Italy by His Majefty. It was a 
proper employment perhaps, and he might be a proper petfon for it, 
but thefe were not queftions now before that Houfe. The Kings, 
civil lift was given him to enable His Majefty to carry on diplomatic 
Concerns ; if that civil lift was too narrow, it fhould be enlarged. 
But nothing could be clearer than this, that the fervices (hould bo 
kept diftindl. He therefore thought this charge, as far as it went, 
iriqgular \ it was true the fum was fmall, but t&Csras no apology 
for a deviation from a clear and a well-eftablilhed principle \ this v 
fum of money was given to Sir Gilbert Elliot for plate and equipage, 
and it was chargeable only on the civil lift. It was for purpofes 
of this' kind that the civil lift was inftituted, out of which the King 
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was bound to provide for thefe expences. If the civil’ lift was too 
fmall, it ought to be made larger. Thcfc points (hould be ipade 
clear, but it was wrong to tax the Public in this irregular manner. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT admitted the diftindlions made by Mr. . 
Fox to be juft, generally fpcaking. The vote propofed in this re- 
• folution was very trivial. Sir Gilbert Elliot had been employed 
on very important fcrvices, in confluence of certain circumftanccs 
arifingout of the war in France. He was employed alfo on im*. 
portant ferviccs in Italy, previous to his appointment of Viceroy of 
Corfica ; and the queftion here was, Whether in the interval between 
thefe employments the rule (hould be kept up with fuch ftriftnefs 
and nicety as the right honourable gentleman infilled r For his part 
lie law no practical utility in obfervtng that nice diflindlion in thtf 
inftancc. 

I "he refolutions in the Report were then all read and agreed to. 

General SMITH moved, that the memorials, See. relative to 
the officers in India, he printed. — Ordered. 

The Houfe then proceeded to take into farther confidoration the 
Report of the bill for fupplying the navy vith landmen out of the 
different counties ; but the Chancellor of the Exchequer obferving it 
might delay the other important hufinefs of tnc day, it was, pofl> 
penned. 

The order of the day being read for the Houfe to rcfolvc itfelf 
into a Committee of the whole Houfe to confidcr farther of the ways 
and means for raifing the fupplv granted to His Majufty, 

Mr. HOBART took the chair. A "r'-it vaiierj of accounts 
which had been previoufly moved for and produced, were referred 
to the faid Committee. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT rofc, and obferved, tliat it was his duty, 
that dav, to lay before the Committee, a fubjert which neccffarily 
branched out into many extenlive details ; in order to render it as 
diltin^f and inrdligible as pofliblc he (hould wifli to call the attenticfci 
of the lloufe to the different principal heads, under which it might 
be confidered, endeavouring to confine himfclf ftriclly to the fubjeA 
of that day, as that was fufficicntly large, without at all entering 
into any collateral matters that might be more or lefs connected 
with it. 

Tfieffirft head, to which of courfe it would be his duty to call 
their attention was, the amount and particulars of the various fums 
they had voted, or eftimated, for the immediate fervicc of the 
year, to which, according to the pradticc which he had hitherto ob- 
ierved, he proofed to add fuch articles of unfunded debt, or ex- 
ponces unprovided for, and fuch farther charges (though they could 
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not now be diftinflly voted on oftimate) as were likely to arife from 
the fituation of affairs, and to be incurred in the courfe of the year. 

The next confideration would be, the ways and means by which 
thefe fums and eftimates might be defrayed, of which ncceffarily the 
loan would occupy a confidcrable part, in dating its terms and con- 
ditions. 

He faid he (hould then confider what were the taxes by which 
fee propofed to defray the incrcafc of annual charges which muft be 
fuppofed to arife from that loan, or from any unfunded debt, or ex- 
traordinary expence that was now unforeseen. 

When he had done that, he thought the Committee muft be ac- 
quainted with the outlines of all the circumftances that related to 
the fubjeft ; with the addition of fomc obfervations refpefling the 
ftate of the country, its credit, its revenue, its commerce, and rc- 
fourecs ; by which they might be able to judge of the ability of the 
nation to bear the extent of thofe large burdens which had been ren- 
dered unavoidable by the continuance of a juft and neccflary war. 

The right honourable gentleman faid, he (hould begin with ftat- 
ing, as fhortly and diflinclly as he could, the amount of the fupply, 
and under that head he (hould have little more to do than diftincily 
to recapitulate the votes of the Houfe, which had undergone a dif- 
tindl difeuflion. 

The firft fcrvicc was, that which related to the navy. It was 
hardly neccflary to ftate that 100,000 feamcn had been voted for 
the navy for the prefent year, the charge of which, according to 
the ufual rate, was 5,200,0001. at 4I. per month per man, though 
that was not fully fufficient. 

The next charge was the Ordinary of the Navy, which amounted 
to 589,683b 3s. gd. and the Extraordinaries to 525,8401. 

£• J. d % 

100,000 Seamen - 5,200,000 o o 

C^dinarlcs - 589,683 3 9 

Extraordinarics - - - * - 525,840 o q 

Total of the I T avy £ 6,3 1 5,523 3 9 


The next fcrvicc was that of the army. It v\i$__not neccflary to 
eptcr very minutely into the diifcrent articles of the’ army^ The - 
principal charges of the regular army amounted to 5,541,000!, 
There was voted for the militia and fcnciblcs, Sic. 1,607,0001. 
The amount for foreign troops was 997,0001. which was nearly the 
fame as laft year. To that muft be added a fum not yet voted by 
the Committee, which was 2x1 0,00 oh by way of fubfidy to the 
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King of Sardinia. In addition to that there was 427,0001. for 
a French corps. Thefe were the extraordinaries of the army, 

3.063.0001. The whole of the army cxpcnces, adding.all thefe 
items together, amounted to 1 1,241,0001. 

The next principal head was Ordnance, the total amount of which 
was 2,321,0001. In addition to that fum there were two fums 
which had not yet been voted. The fir ft of thefe was an old debt 
that was due to the Landgrave of Heife, amounting to 68,oooU 
The other was a fum due to the reprefentatives of Mr. OfwaM, of 

41.0001. 

The next head was that of Mifoellaneons Services ; for the Board ’ 
of Agriculture, Trial of Mr. Mailings, French Refugees, Atf- 
drefles, &c. /to. amounting in the whole to 257,000!. Tn addic- 
tion to thefe there was another fum to be added, which he had al-T 
ways ftated diftinclly, and which he had continued even under the 
prelfure of war ; he meant the fum of 200,00 ol. which he began, 
fomc years ago to apply towards the difeharge of the national debt, 
over and above the original million, and over and above the pro- 
vifion that had been made bv a late ad of Parliament, which pro- 
vided that not only the intcrcft of eve ry new loan fhould be punc* 
tually paid, but alfo 1 per cent, of the capital. There was another 
fum which had always been taken into the account, under the title 
of Deficiency of Grants, and that fum amounted to 745,000!. 
Bclidcs that, it had always been ufoal to flute as a part of the efti* 
mates of the year, the deficiency of Land and M.dt, which lie 
ftated at 350,0001. In addition to that, there was a fum of Ex- 
chequer bills to be defrayed. Under the Supply of laft year, there 
were 5,500,000!. and on the fide of the Ways and Means* 
3,500,000!. allowing 2 millions for unforefetn conti ngcnciea, 

2.500.0001. were referved as a vote of credit: and there wer# 
6,ooo,oool. in Exchequer bills now to be provided for. Tft& 
whole of thefe fums added together, amounted to 27,540,0001. 
and conftituted the whole of the Supply of the year. That fun# 
included the 6 millions of Exchequer bills. Without them the to- 
tal of the Supply for the fervicc of the year, was 21,500,000!: 
Till the 5th of April * next, it could not be known how far th$ 
Ways and" Means of laft year would be fufficicnt. The revenue 
of tilt year would amount very nearly to the fum at which it waa 
eftimated, though there was a deficiency in one article, to wit, in 
the 500,0001. which was expelled from the Euft- India Company* * 
Though they had not been able to pay that fum, the deficiency of; 
Ways and Means of laft year, up to the 5th of April next, calcb- 
fctfing according to the proportion of the former part of the year, 
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'tiras only 588,000!. fo that the failure of the Company, confti- 
tuted nearly the whole of the failure of the Ways and Means oflaft 
yen ; but he thought it right to add that deficiency to the fupply of 
the year, which will make 28,128,0001. The different items 
of the Supply would then ftnnd thus: 


NAVY. 


100,000 feamen — £. 

Ordinary £. 589683 3 9I 

Extraoroinarits 525840 o 0/ 


5,200,000 
i>i i 5 . 5 J 3 3 9 


! ARMY. 

Guards and Garrifans, 119,000 j , 9 t 

Plantations, Chclfea, 2,563,734 19 3 


Militia and Fencibles, cioatlung for ditto, contin-1 

gcncics for ditto j 

Foreign troops 

French corps 

Reads and bridges ii> Scotland — — 

Extiaordiimriesof the army j- — 

Sardinian fubfidy — ^ — — 

■ Ordnance — 

, Balance due to the Landgrave of Hefle 
f Ditto to Ofwald’s executors — 

MifcCl hi neons fervices -r 

Annual addition to finking fund 
Deficiency of grants — 

Ditto land and malt — 

Exchequer bills — — 


3 9 


5,341,269 18 4 

i . 6 o ;»*33 12 0 
997,226 o o 
427,269 o o 
4,500 o o 
2, 663,968 12 4 

20C, COO O O 

2,321,010 13 JO 
68,850 oj 
4 r ,6 S 8 14 6jf 
2 57’741 16 5 

2 CO. .00 o o 
7 15.000 o o 
3 ; o,coo o o 
6,aoo,oio o o 


27,540,584 3 3$ 


Having ftated the whole of the Supply, lie next preceded to the 
'' IjVays and Means by which that Supply was to be railed. He clfi- 
tnated the two annual taxes of Land and malt, as ufual at 
■i 2, 7 50,000b To that was to be added, whatever might be efti- 
' mated to be the growing produce of the confoii dated fund, from 
j April 5th, 1795, to April 5th, 1796. 1* would be necclfary 

>for him to fate the grounds on which I10 was to calculate the 
X amount of that fum, and that \v«.; by adhering to the Average of 
pthclaft four years, rather than to any other mode of compufficmn. v 
£'J£e faid fjfe fliould ftate the produce of each of thefe four years. The 
'"prod^ceoif the permanent taxes, ending the 5 th of January, 1792, 
amounted to 1 3,99,000 1. Thole ending on January 5th, 1 793, 
Asatnouiiited to 14,354,000!. Thofe ending on January 5th, 1794, 
c',wcre 13,953,0^0!. and the permanent taxes of laft year, were 
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13,827,0001, So that he had the fatisfaflion of faying, that im 
the laft year, the fecond year of an extenfive war, the revenue was 
only about 126,0001. lefs than it was the preceding year, and If 
they took into the account, the delay of a fleet which had been ex- 
pefted from Portugal, the money to be received by that means « 
would be more than the whole amount of the difference of the lad 
year, and the year preceding. The average of the permanent taxes * 
of the laft 4 years, was 1 4,032,0001. He certainly thought him- 
felf juftified in fubmitting to the Houfc on that ground that average, 
as the amount of the permanent taxes of the prefent year. Aflirnft** 
ing that foundation, he had only to fet againft that fum the chaqjce 
on the confolidatcd fund. There was a charge of 1 1,538,000!* 
and a farther addition of 259,000!. which conftitutcd part of the 
intcreft of different taxes, for paying off* Exchequer bills. Thefc ; 
two fums added together, amounted to 1 1,707,000!. which being 
fubtra&cd from 14,032,0001. the average permanent taxes of tins 
laft four years, left the fum of 2,235,0001. as likely to arife from 
the growing produce of the permanent taxes, between April 5, 
1795, and April 5, 1796. He (aid, he might make another , 
ditiou to that fum of 1 19,0001. but that fum he wifhed to referve, 
as there would be a nccellity for making fomc provifion, in confe- 
quenec of the happy event winch had been announced by His Ma- 
jefty from the throne, of the approaching marriage of his Royal 
Highncfs the Pi ince of Wales ; and therefore he thought it his duty 
to make a referve of that fum for that event, or for whatever pur- 
pofe Parliament might think proper to apply it. There was alia 
the probability of 150,000!. or i6o,oool. of Imprcfs Money,' 
and he thought proper to lake credit for 500,000!. from the Eaft- 
India Company, if . they could pay it; unlcfs if was voted, the 
Public could not avail itlelf of that fum, even if the Company * 
flioiild fortunately be able to difeharge it. 

The Exchequer bills to be taken Ihto the account in the Wajrs„ ■ ; 
and Means, were 3,500,000k 

The next. article, which had been the fubjcct of fomc converfa- 
tion with the Public, and the amount of which was generally known, 
was the loan for eighteen millions fteriing. Theie fums added to- 
gether, amounted in all, to 27,145,000k as would appear from ■ 
the fallowing ftatcmeiit : 
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Land Tar — 

<Malt ^ 

Growing Produce of Confolidated 
Fund from 5th of -April, 1795, 
to 5th of Aprils 1796 £. 

, Itnprcft monies to be repaid 
Eait-India Company — — 

Exchequer bills ~— 

Loan — 


£* 2,000.000 
730,000 

2,2315,000 

160.000 

500.000 

2.895.000 

3.500.000 
1 §,000,000 


0 

o 


£.27,145,000 o o 


That fum being fet againft the total amount of the fupply, fuppofing 
the Eaft-India Company was not able to pay the deficiency, amounted 
to 983,0001. But fuppofing the Company to make good the 
5oo,oool. then the deficiency would only be 483,0001. Although 
the loan of 18 millions might fall fomewhat fhort of anfwering all 
the exigencies of the year, the cnnfcquenccs would not be very ma- 
terial, with regard to the fervicc of the year. But he (hould not 
think it right to keep any part of the Jubject from the Houfc ; and 
therefore, although it was nut included adually in the loan, he 
fltould think it his duty to make provilion for its annual intcreft 
and charges, as if it made part of the loan. He lhould therefore? 
find taxes for die deficiency, not only of 483,0001. butalfoof the 
5oo,oool. which was due from the Company. He fhould make 
provilion for the* one million deficiency, in the fame manner as if 
it were a part of the loan of 1 8 millions* With regard to the 
500,000!. of the Company, although they had not been able to 
pay it in the prefent year, he did not think it right to take it for 
granted that fum would not be forth -corning in a future year. — 
He was therefore to make provilion in the fir It inftancc for the fum 
of x 8. millions, and for a million of probable deficiency beyond the 
18 millions. The Committee would rccollcft he had alluded to 
the increafc of the unfunded debt of the navy ; and he ftatedwt the 
outfet of the war, rlut it was his intention each year, without 
^leaving an unfunded debt, to make provision for the whole of that 
debt. He thought it was probable there would be an incrcafe of 
one million in tire navy debt, and therefore he had made provilion 
'for that loan ; but the fact was, that from the immenfe exertions 
that had been made to bring forward a great Sect, *the navy debt,' 
inflead of increasing one million, was increafcd 3,594,000k He 
Should think it his duty to follow the fame line of conduft which he 
did laft year in making provilion, on a general calculation, for 
any probable cxcefs ; and as there was an increafc of three millions 



A. 1795. DEBATES. * ’ ■ 

and a half of navy debt incurred laft year, he fhould make provifion 
for that amount, which might be expe&ed to rake place in 179 5. 
In addition to the two millions and a half of the vote of credit,* it 
would be nccefiary over and above to imho provifion for a million 
and an half for the land fervicc in the courfe of the year 1795* 
Thefc were the fums, for all of which lie propofed to find funds for 
ilifcknrging the annual intereft. 

lie laid, before he Hated the amount of the annual intereft 
which arofc from the loan of i 8 millions, he begged leave to flute 
to the Houfc what were the terms and conditions on which he pro- 
pped to agree to that loan. The motives which led him to think it 
his duty at an early period to afeertain cn what terms perfens were 
willing to fubfcii be fo large a fum as 18 miliums, were thofc, 
v.hkh he had already on a foinxT oceafon, been under the needhty 
of dating more at large. Me conceived it his duty to propufc the 
mcauj of furniihiivr, by the credit of this countiy, a large pecu- 
niary afliftance to the Emperor, if the copfci[ucncc of fueh an en- 
gagement was likely to fumitli a great military force to join us in 
the next campaign. It became nccefiary to afeertain how far the 
terms of that loan might be effected bv Mis Mujcfiy recommending 
to Pa diriment, to guarantee the loan which individuals might fur- 
n! 1I1 to the Emperor, it might naturally occur, that the idea of a 
large loan of four or fix millions, or kune intermediate fum, might 
materially interfere with our procuring money, by a loan, for. our 
own immediate purpofes ; and he was not without apprehenfions, 
tint fueh would be the cafe. As foon as a propofal had been made, 
to furnifh a fum to his Imperial Mujcfty, on thofe terms which the 
Court of Vienna was w illing to give, perfons readily Hood forward, 
not onlv to furnifh, without dinieultv, the whole of the fum want- * 
<d for this country, but, on confidcration of the guarantee of Great 
Britain, the fum a! lb which was wanted by tlie Emperor. A ge- 
ncial flute men t of this loan will appear highly fatislaclory- He 
fliould Hate the terms of it very fhortly. For every 1 ool. fterling, 
the fubferibers had a eaputl of look flock in the three per cents# 
a capital of one third of an hundred in the four per cents, and of 
the long annuities 8s. 6d. for the fame term as the long annuities, 
ft was fubje£T, however, to this alternative : If the loan fliould 
take place to the Emperor, to the amount of fix millions, which 
would.be one’-third of the loan which was wanted for the immediate 
purpofes of this country, then the fubferibers for every rool. of 
that loan fliould be entirled to one-third of 1 ool. in the Emperor’s 
loan, and to a proportionable bonus of that loan. Or if no'loan 
fliould take place to the Emperor, and Parliament fliould think fit 

Vol. XL. 3 CL 
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to grant terms equivalent to that proportionable bonus, it ihould be 
aided to the long annuities. In that cafe, they were to have an ad- 
dition of four Shillings in the annuities, which, at the current 
price, of between 19 and 20 years purchafe, was a difference Some- 
what lefs than 4I. per cent. He Should fuppofe the Emperor's loan 
took place to the amount of fix millions, and tint queftion would 
not be precluded from coming before Parliament, by the vote of 
' that night; he fhould confider, on the fuppofition of that loan taking 
place, what would be the amount of the inrcrcit which the Public 
would give for every iool. of the 18 millions. It would amount 
to the Sum of 4I. 15s. 2d. When he recoiled n d the loan of 1 1 
jnilUuns, in the courib of hit year, the terms of which were ad- 
mitted univerlally to have been as favourable as could be ddired, 
and more favourable than could have been cxpc&ed, (and yet the 
intereft of every iool. of that lo.in was 4I. 1 is. ^d.) ; and when 
he coniidercJ lb it this vtar we had borrowed fo Erge a fum as 18 
million:', that we were entering on the third year of a war, under 
the differin': circumflnnces that had taken place in various parts of 
Europe, he n:u1t certainly feel, that on the firft view, it was matter 
of fiuisfaetioii and confolation, that a fum fo large, and on fo great 
an emergency, could be proem ul on terms fo favourable. In the 
event of no loan taking place for the Emperor, he mull then take 
into the account, the 4*. of long annuities, and that would make 
the annual intcrcfl, percent. 4I. ic.s. 2d. which was ff ill below 5 
per cent. .Taking it in that way they were able to mile 1 8 millions 
under 5 per cent, in the third je.ir of a war. Comparing this itatc- 
ment with the exper iencc and hillory of this country in other wars, 
that circumftance alone was no flight fymptom of the flanifldg 
- ffate of the rcfourccs and credit of this country. Before he quitted 
(hat part of the ful-jeft he thought it right, not merily to ftatc hat 
were the terms of the loan to the Public, but what the profits were, 

■ confidcring the actual price of the flocks at the time the agreement 
\vas made, or making any rcafonahlc allowance for any pofliblc fluc- 
tuation for a bargain made at a difiant period, and for the inertufe 
pf capital tq be brought to market, or with whot t!k price of the 
flocks were at this day. It feemed to him thefc were the different 
Views in which the fubjed might be conlidcrcd. According as the 
price of flocks flood at tire time lie made his bargain, iool. in the 
3 percents, being then at 6 ; 3-4ths, and one-third of iool. in 
the 4 per cents, being then at 83 3-8 ths, and the long annuities 
Wing put together, independent of any bonus from the Auflrian loan, 
a little more than jool. But he was not reprefenting that as 
terms the (ubfcritQrs looked tp. They certainly looked to 4k 
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arifing from the Aaftrian loin. That was rather below the mark. 
There was another bonus > to wit, the difeount, which amounted 
to about 2I. 1 os. per cent an J gentlemen would fee, that although 
the firuation of the affairs of Europe was not then fuch as to make 
us fjppofc tint fomcof the misfortunes were fo near, which from a 
"variety of ciufes had fincc taken place, )et there was enough then, 
to make it impoffibic for men to fpeculnte on a trmfa&ion to fo large 
an amount, without calculmng fourth mg for the rifquc of the in- 
troduction of fo great a capital into the maiket on three component 
pirts of flock, on the 3 and 4 per cents, and on the value of long 
annuities, from a bonus of 6 oi 7 per cent. Having confidcrcd the 
terms and conditions of the loan, it was his duty, in the next place, 
to make 1 few' obfervations on the unfunded ikbt. With refpedt to 
tint debt which could not now be adually funded, with regard to 
the ex traordi nines to be incurred in the pr^fent year, he wifhed to 
make the fime ample and hbtril provifons, as it it were now to be 
funded. Both foi the loin, and all other fumsof unfunded debt, 
he wifhed to provide. — In confLqucncc of two a&s of Pailiamcnt, 
the intueft that was pi) able was not on the fum borrowed, buton 
the capital created. Unt ipplkd both to the 3 and 4 per cents, 
and alfo to long annuities tint fhouM be oulilanding after thcpeiiod 
ot /Lj years. '11k confi ]ucnce w,*s that a lum of near il. 8s. 
was to be p ovided v r c\er\ iool. not as interefl of the loan, but 
as the fuppoit oi their ci edit, which incrcafed the finking fund in 
proportion to the mere i r c of ewry new debt. 1 hey w r cre not only 
not inn rfcrmg with the pineal mode of difehaiging antecedent debt, 
but at the fame time that they were conti acting frefh debt foi carry- 
ing on the war, they adually made provifion for paying oiF the in- 
tcreft of it, and alio of one per cent, of the capital. The whole 
int' reft of the loin, the e\< of navy debt, &c. to be provided for 
by nev/tax^s imountcd to 1,6 <7,0001. When he fluted fo large 
a fum, he had the fulleft confidence in the fpiiit of the country, 
lie did not ftatc it under any apprehenfion of (baking their determi- 
nations to e'any on the w.ir, know mg as they muft know, how r much 
was at flake , .but which he muft ftatc with a degree of anxiety far 
beyond wh.'t he could feel at that moment, if he did not latter 
himfelf that fomc confiderations lie had already pointed at, as well 
as fome thit would be afterwards ftated, did not afford great matter 
of confolation and fatisfadion. In the firft place, before he quitted 
this part of the (ubjedt, he would ftatc, that 357,0001. a year of 
that large fum was to be paid for the purpofe not of mtcreft, but 
for faithfully difeharging their engagement to incrcafe the finking 
fund in proportion to their debt. Every man muft wiih to know 
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in what 'manner that fum of 1,637,0001. was meant to he de- 
frayed. He faid lie d'd not enter upon this fubje# without hope, 
but he entered on it with a finecrc belief, tli.it the burdens, Inr go as 
they were, would be fuftained without any very fcvcrc preffure on 
the bulk of the people, and would appear light and trifling when 
fct againft the intcrcfts they were then contending for. His princi- 
pal object in thefe taxes w r ou!d be to make them as productive as 
poffible, without at the fame time drying up the fourcc. lie fhould 
ftate fomc fourccs of revenue of confiderable amount, and which 
Were of fuch a fort, that an incrcafc of taxes cn them would net be 
felt as a material inconvenience either to the Public ^ large, and 
much to the lowed clafs of the community. The angles lie 
meant to flafe were of luxurious and not ncccffary confumption. 
'One of thefe principally was of very general ufe among the lower 
daffes, though the confumption of it was the lea ft neccff.u y to fub- 
liflence, and, perhaps, in fomc rcfpccts the lea ft advantageous to 
health. 

. The firft article was tint of Wine, which every gentleman would 
recoil c£i, was very eonfidcr.ihly lowered fomc years ago, in order, 
by that fneriliee of revenue, to purchafe the benefit of a comma eh’ 1 
treaty with France. Under the prefent circurofnnccs, that benefit 
was fufpended ; the commercial treaty was at an end : we were no 
longer under that obligation , and the motive that led to a reduction 
of the tax, no longer exifted. Previous to that period, gieit frauds 
took place in that branch of duty ; but it was not fo muon \vi;h a 
view to put an end to thofe frauds, as to accomplifh the orlur object 
he had (bated, that the wine duty had been reduced. He feel heed 
that no gentleman would imagine, that a different pi ice which was 
wot very enormous, would make any material difference in the eon- 
ftimption. 

With refpeft fo frauds, they could only be of two forts, fraudu- 
lent importation, or adulteration in this country. As to i he iirft 
fpecics of fraud, wine, was the lcaft jufccptibic of firuggling, and 
' particularly during the exifience of a war like the pnfont. With 
refpeft to adulteration at home, lie conceived tint a great incrcafc of 
* '’duty 'would not have a. very material effect on it. Every body 
would go atcHlg with him in thinking, that Poitf-winc could bear a 
, "heavier duty. At prefent, it was 1 5I. a tun. He walked tc tax 
it in fuch a manner, that the duty might be calculated equally, 
when it was retailed. He ftated, on the authority of the trade it- 
fclf, that 3I. 7s. for every tun, would make an addition of one penny 
pet bottle, or a (lulling per dozen, and that fix times that fom would 
be fcmewhnt more than 2,0^ per tun. It would be an additional 
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6<I. on cvrrv bottle, and 6s. on every dozen. It was computed -> 
that they imported between 27 and 28,000 tuns, and fometi,metf 
j 9,000. cilculating at zch per tun, which was the rule he propo- * 
led, 20,000 tuns would produce the fum of 580|OOol. 4 but h & 
infant only to c liculate it at 500,0001. 

The ii' ':t a: :i Ic; which he Should fhtc were trul) Angular. H« 
m<" 1 ” th • article > of fortl/i and h >me-madc fpirits. It fo happened 
tint an In.reafc of dan on thefe articles, during the laft W'ar, actu- 
ally pioduccl a diminution of icvenue arifing from them, and tliat 
m d >cht ought to dlv \ itc caution on the fubjcCl. But after the ca-‘ 
jw*«» o* i.nug<dcrs was broken down by the reduction of duties; the’ 
duv* cn the<e articles had bun inmaftd thiee times fucceflivdy* 

I the eh.:) hul not on 1 ; not been tiiminiflied, but it had increafed 
ac ording to th* > I r c s in a mu h higher pri portion than when it wa & 
.it the lowcfr. lie meant, tl in lore, wilhout tunning any rifle* 
to »dd 1 he for* .ak’itioi^l dude j as laft >ear; thit is to fay, an/ 
au iioitid b«i d\ tv i\ gallon <f lion, led. ( n every gallon of* 
brandy, and c.i.e on Ja.uih (piiis. 'Ihcfo duties on thfc 

thimetc of Nly.ir wool 1 | k dure 259,000!. 

'I I * iur t t iiu.I< he had 10 hminii to the Committee had formerly 
l u ik toe lul j vl t < 1 a «u it dc d of (lifciiflion, and h-d mote influence - 
011 th° ccmmHH’ >1 iiui’tfh of thecounti), and particularly on one' 
gic.flm'y, tie 1 ill Inriii Company, than Aiy other article. A* 
\ Li} gu 't ltd'll lion ha 1 b( 1 n made, which, recording to fame gen- 
tlemen, was a very hi/ 11 d > is cxpeiimenl, lor the* purpofc of pre- 
\ tilting frai ds. It w is commuted for a very heavy additional tai 
< n v in ! 'as, which was cillui the Commutation ta It would be 
proper that a moderate addition to that article might he advifeable, 
and comifurt not only with p dlcv, but with the very principle thj^C 
led lomc u 'i-> ag3 to th.c nJuclion of the duty. He wifhed to 
anticipate »n t bjvcSion that mi Jit 1 c ionic to any additional tax on 
tint nr fie 1 1 , and tint was, that the PullI** were reconciled to fufc- 
mit to a Lca.v duty, on windows, in confiduatiim that the tax OH 
tea was tube leflenid. Every one would find, that the advantage 
the) had derived finre tlicfe taxes had taken place, was out of<Ur* 
pr< portion gicater than the C< ^limitation Tax. But howcvqr tliafc * 
w is, thatJfoufe lnd enured into no compafl with the Publ&i J 
The pretent duty on tea wus 1 2l. 1 os. per cent. lie meant to add 
7I. 1 O'*, prr ant. which would make the duty 2cl. percent, which 
lie calculated would produce i8o,oool. and an additional duty oA 
coffee and cocoa was computed at /jo,oocl. Thefe two togethfec 
n.ade a fum of 2 2o,occl. 

He l.*id, the n, x: ankle was w hulls of a different nature. ^ He 
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might fey negatively, that it was not likely to be felt any where as 
material inconvenience ; and as a collateral circum fiance of fatis- 
-ikeftion, in ftating this, it did itfclf afford a ffriking pnx)f of the 
^coifimerce, credit, and capital of the country.-— Whnt he alluded 
fM^'he faid, was the infurance on fliips and cargoes, both the pro- 
Sjpttcty of this country, and in feme degne the property of fi rangers. 
Infurance was carried on witli fo much advantage in this country, 
from the good faith that was obferved by our underwriters, that he 
Iiad'the beft authority for faying, that many refpcftable merchants 
thought a flight additional tax was not at all likely to hazard a di- 
.minution in the infurance. Gentlemen would natiurdly f:ij , he 
,€Oldd not'be poffcffcd of any data from which the amount could, 
';Wkhany degree of certainty, be afeerfained. Bathe w r as under 
obligations to many gentlemen, whofc guclfcs on that fubjefl were 
Infinitely better than his. It would be matter of fniisfa&ion and 
furprife, for the Houfc to be informed that, by the calculations of 
.|ierfons converfant with this fubjccS, the capital annually injured in 
this country, amounted to 1 20 millions ficrling. The tax that 
.VWis meant to-be impofed on infurance was only as. 6d. on every 
;;f pel. capital ; that was one-eighth per cent. This he computed 
Jit 130,000!. 

T . Another fpecies of infurance, which was of a different dcicription, 
i#d which was by no means a fpccics of infurance to be difeouraged ; 
htiot which, at the fame time, ought to contribute to the public bur- 
dens, he meant infurance on lives. It was certainly proper to 
ygll on any clafs of people to contribute to the general exigencies of 
the State, arifing from a war like the prefent, who derived a con- 
venience flowing from the credit, order, tranquillity and regular 
government eftabiiflied in the country. Such was peculiarly the 
JtUation of every perfon fo circumftanced ; and after the tax he 
.Was about to propofc, it would ffill be lower than it was a few years 
:$ge. He propofed 1 0 per cent, in proportion to the premium. 
He had received a particular account from the produce of one fecicty, 
tnd which was increafing every month ; and from the beft informa- 
tion he could procure from thofc perfons moft converfant in the bu- 
iinefe, it was likely to yield 30,0001. per annum. That added to 
^ other fum made 160,000b 


*’ The nexti he faid, were a defeription of articles to which little 
p&je£tfox> could be found, where the increafc was not likely to be 
witfl any peculiar preffurc. They arofe from different articles 


pf thejsuftoms. He calculated them at 77,0001. per annum.— 
The duty on raifins was computed at 7000I. ; on lemons and 
OKft^gfS at jj,26ol. j on fomefpccks of filk at Scool. 
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The amount of the tax on coals exported was computed at 
25,0001. This tax was meant only to fall on foreigners, as att 
axils exported to any of our own dominions wers to be free front 
this duty. The duty on rock fait, he eftimated at 7,400b The 
whole of the articles together were computed, as wo have juft faid, 
at 77,0001. 

There was another article which came under the cuftoms, 
which would bear a moderate tax ; that was fir timber and deals*' 
That tax was computed at 1 10, 00 oh, which being added to die 
77,oool., made 187,0001. 

The next were certain articles of fiamp duties on affidavits, 
original writs, agreements, indentures, and probates of wills, which 
could be raifed with little inconvenience. The duty on thefe ar- 
ticles was computed at 10,000!. 

He nrc.pofc 1 a final l additional tax on receipts. At prefen t, 3*. 
receipt for above 10 cl. only paid 6d. ; hepropofed it fhould be is. 
He propoied no other tax, till it amounted to 500I. and upwards, 
and that then, inftead of being is. as it was now, that the ftamp 
fhould be 2s. Thefe articles, arifing from the ftamp duties, were 
fuppofcci to amount to 68,ocol. 

He frid then remained two other articles, one of which applied 
to the Membra s of that Houfe. Me wifhed to introduce fome re- 
gulation- on the prefcr.t fyftem of franking. It was neceflary for. 
him .0 obferw, that the Houfe, for 1 gieat period of years, had 
thought it right to reft re in that privilege by certain regulations. It 
had been generally found, that after a certain length of time, thofe 
regulations had not completely itnfwcrcd the purpofes for which 
they w , re intended. Gentlemen, from good nature, had been bd 
in various inftances to go farther than was intended. In the next 
place, it was certainly by no means intended that the privilege of . 
franking fhould he the fource of emolument to particular individu- , 
als ; it was mcanr as a refpoft to the Members of that Houfe, and 
in that \icw it had a grt;it recommendation ; or as for defraying 15 
charges which, in fome inftances, might be very ferious, from v 
communications between Members and their conftitucnts. It was >■ 
not meant to furnifli a revenue to any particular perfons ; and he 
had heard tho (y who were meft capable of benefiting by .it, fpeak 
of it in fii'’h a manner as did great honour to their liberality. As , 
it might be applied to purpofes never intended, he meant to propofc 
certain regulations, the general objeft of winch was to reftrain the- ■ 
number of franks, feni or received by any one poll ; and alfo to re-’ 
ftrain them in regard to their weight. The regulations which he 
propufeJ, would appear more clearly from the refolutions which he 
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fliould afterwards have the honour of moving on the fubjedt. The 
jprrfyns moft converfant in this bufinefs, had encouraged him to fup- 
pqfe that thefe regulations, if carried into cflc&, would produce 
, ( 4o,oool. 

There remained another thing which lie had to fubmit to the 
Committee, which, if the burden his duty obliged him to lay upon 
the Public were not too ferious, he (hould apprehend the •Houfc 
would hardly hear with gravity, and which a! Jo applied to every 
^fember of that Houfc. But it would not anfucr his purpofc, if 
it*cfid not apply to a very general dderi prion of perfons in this coun- 
try. He was not at all afraid that it would be couriered as prr- 
duftivc of the leaft procure. He meant a general licence, at one 
guinea a head, for every perfon who wears hair-powder, the names 
to be regiftered and published, that no pa fen whochofeto indulge 
in the luxury might hope to evade die tax. The only pet lorn, 
qpon whom this could fall heavy, were thofc who, with fmall i«i- 
comcs, were placed in fuch lituad 'us as obliged them, to a certain 
degree, to comply with the fdhim of the day. There were other 
perfons who, although perhaps tlu*y could ill afford it, would be 
prompted by \anily to wear what other people wore; but vanity 
‘ was as leal! as fair an object of taxation as luxury. No fmall nun.- 
, ber, fuch as krvants, ufed liair nov/dcr, not to gratify their own 
vanity, but the vanity of others, who mufl ncccffarilv pay the tav. 
It might be a iked, how the amount of it was to he calculated? — 
He favi there were certain means, by which they might form fomc 
guefs how far that tax would be productive. When they cun fi tier- 
ed the number of pci foils who had fuur-w heel carriages ; when they 
* |ooked at the number of horfes which were kept for plcafure ; and 
sit the number of fervants kept by different people, he thought it 
would not he unrcafonable to fuppofe that this tax might pioducc 
200,000 guineas, or 2 io,oool. 

' Mr- Pitt here recapitulated the new taxes as fuilows : 

TOTAL of NEW TAXES. 


WINE 

Foreign and Home- made S PI ll ITS — 

TEA, - - 

COFFEE and COCOA — — 

;Jb?MJRANCLiS — — — 

iiPHSlNS, LEMONS, See. — — • 

;1>EALS and FIR TIMBER — — 

AFFIDAVITS, WRITS, U. 

Franking — . — 

POWDERED HEADS, Male and female; at 
Guinea a Head ~ — ■ — - 


£.500,0^0 
ap; 000 
1 Co, 000 
40,oco 

1 60.000 
77,00° 

1 10.000 
68,000 
40, coo 


2 10, cc 0 


1,644,000 
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lie faid, he ought to beg pardon of the Committee <br having 
taken up fo large a portion of their time as he had occupied. He 
Ihould now conclude with calling the attention of the Houfe to what 
. he had al 1 uded to at the beginning of his fpccch, the apparent view 
of the filiation, credit, and refourccs of the country. (^onfidcring 
the meefuty there was of irnpofing burdens on the people, it was 
matter of fatisfaction, that they ■tfould with fo much facility make 
the prmilion that vas f'lincient for carrying on the prefent juft aiid 
neodlhry Avar. In jtiv; flirt place, tlie very articles which he had 
propofol for taxation, fhevAed the fufiicicncy of the refourccs of the 
country to meet the burdens which were neceflary. In the fecond 
place, the circumftnnce of being able to raife fo large a fum by 
loan, was a ftrong proof of the high ftatc of the national credit. 
From what he had Hated of the average of the revenue for fcvcral ' 
years, »t appeared tint we were now, in the third year of a war, in 
a fiiuation of profperity in which we had never been placed in any 
former Avar. If we looked to the different taxes impeded in 1791 , 

1 7 9 1 > n;1 d 1794. they had been productive beyond the example 
of any former period of hoiliiity. Not only had w p c been able to 
provide for the exigencies impofed by our fituation, but from the 
progs eft which had been made in railing a fund, in confequence of 
the Heady adherence to a fyftcm that had now been adopted for nine 
years, with a viea* to difchaigcour national debt, a fum of notlefs 
than i, 8 oo,oool. was now applicable to the purchafe of ftock for 
that purpoli?, and that he considered as one of the principal circum- 
fiances which fupportol the credit of the nation, and animated the 
hopes of the commercial men in this country. They were antici- . 
paling their burdens, and providing for them ; and if they were 
under a temporary ncceflity of contracting debt in a ftrugglc for their 
cxiflencc, they had not only not broke in upon the plan for reducing 
former debts, but they were paying off thofe which they had juft 
contracted ; and therefore they found the credit of the country un- 
diminilhcd,by the unprecedented demands which the unprecedented 
attacks of our enemies had, rendered indifpcnfably neceflary. He 
Avas not furprifed that the balance of exchange was fo greatly in fa T 
vour of the country, that the Hate of credit was fo flourifliing, and 
the degree of confidence almuft unlimited. In addition to what he 
had ftated of the-profperous circumftanccs of the revenue, and the 
ddirable fituation of public credit, much reliance was to be placed 
on the fpirit of the people, determined to profecute with vigour th« 
prefent conteft, and fubmit with alacrity to the neceflary burdens. . 
JBut the fecurity for the continuance of the national profperity did 
not merely reft on the temporary ftnte of the revenue, or of credit ; 
Vol. XL. 3 R. 
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it flood on a more folul and permanent ground — on the unexampled 
and increafing extent of .the commerce of the country. From the 
refill t of the different accounts, it -appeared that the total amount of 
the trade during the laft year of war, not only exceeded what had 
been the average of former ycais of war, but even what had been 
the cafe in the brighteft periods of tranquillity. The exports of do- 
meftic manufactures during the laft year, was o- W exceeded by 
the exports of two former years of the greateft profpuny which this 
country had ever known, and our foreign trade, in pir.t of extent, 
furpaifed even the rcfults of the moft flouriflurg vcais of peace. In 
1792, the higheft year ever known in peace, the toul exports were 
x 8 , 336 ,°°° 1 . in Critilh manufactures. The total export of 1 794, 
by the moll correct accounts, is 16,301,0001., being in that re- 
fpedt lefs by about two millions. In 1792, the imports were 
6,563,00°!. In 1794 they were 8,868,oool. The total in 
1702, was 24,905,000b ; in 1794, it was 25,1 69,000!. 

Such were the conclulions which he found hinilelf authorifed to 
draw from the moft accurate accounts of the ftatc of die country ; 
the fafls which they prefented, were fo much more fat is factory 
than any obiervations or reafonings which he could fuggeft, that 
hclhould no longer obtrude upon the attention of the i Ionic, lie 
ihould only add, that while he dwelt with pleafurc on the ftcady and 
grow T ing rcfourccs of the country, be did not feel the ids regret that 
we were compelled to apply them in order to meet the inevitable 
evils to- which we were fuhjeftcd in the profecution of the prefent 
juft anil neccftary war ; nor did he feel the lefs defirc for the refto- 
ration of the bldTingsof peace, on that feci ire and permanent footing 
‘which might lead to the accumulation of wealth, and the confirma- 
tion of the national profperity. It could not fail ro be remarked, 
tliat the rcfourccs by which we were enabled to meet our prefent 
exigencies, were derived from having made a prudent utc of the 
bleffings of peace. 1 The exertions of war and the bl citings of peace 
both proceeded from the fame fource, vigour of determination, and 
the fpirit of enterprife, accompanied with fteadinefsaud prudence in 
the profecution of our objedt. He l .included with moving his firft 
refolution. 

Mr. FOX (hid, he did not rife to oppofe the vote which was now 
propofed, but to make feme obiervations on what he had heard from 
the Miniftcr. He expelled tint the right honourable gentleman 
had before him the experience of two loans, oppoiite 10 each in a 
certain degree ; the one of them made upon the beft terms that could 
^obtained on behalf of the Public, which was the loan of laft year, 
and the other, perhaps thtMVorft for the Public that any Miniftcr 
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ever concluded, and which was in the year before the laft ; he could 
have hoped, lie faid,. that with that experience he would have en* 
couragal competition among the fubferibers. This was a mode 
upon which man^ Members of that Houfc had bellowed their ap- 
probation; Jic had praifed it himfclf, as he always fhould every 
incafurc when it appeared to deferve it ; and the right honourable 
gentleman himfeli had taken picat credit for l aving opened that fy- 
Uein of cotv) "tuion, and thcrciuc he owned that lie impeded to have 
lv'-'ii ro-ifi 1.t fume rcafon ior deputing from th.it fyftem, and fonie 
r* * : ons tor adopting a plan li idle to lo r.ur.v objections. It had 
1 ' n . atcvi, that lortimately hr the Public, the loan had been made 
r* - f Table time Pnee, fo that a much better bargain had been 

' ' * ‘.onr.'iy than could have I ccn cxpeclcd. He might 

* ' ■ J - ‘-it licit f ! *i : v:as the cue ; yet it was neccffary alfo 
* ■ * 1 d iiu! bun ’dvr need, rs 10 the advantage of the bar- 

s 1. ih \ iio had fnbhiibid to the Jean, it bad been faid, that 
thf h'»d a j»r .'it of two and a half j cr rent, on the quantity of the 
fund aft : ;*v t 1 to them for each hundrul advanced, and that the fill 
of due hid brought it to iwo per cent. It would, hew ever, 

he necelkuy to contidcr tl:e eicumftsmecs of live funds at the pirfent 
time, lie Ind looked into the' ncvfpnpcis of the day, and de- 
pended on them for the accuracy of his ihtement. From them it 
appeared, that 3 per cents, were to-day at 61 i; the 4 per cents, 
at 79, and tlu* long annuities at r Hi*. On this efiimate the value 
of one-third of the 4 per cents, would be 26J. 10s. and the long 
annuities would amount to 7I. 1 ?s. making in the whole 95I. 13s. 
to which, adoingthc difeount of *;i, as it had been dated, the rc- 
fult would he y 81 . 3 s. Exclulive therefore of the additional 4s. 
which tlicj' were to receive on the long annuities, in cafe the Em- 
perors s loan were not guaranteed, they had not a profit of 2 per 
tent, and taking that into the calculation, the profit at prefent would 
only be 3I. 1 3s. So that whereas in common 2 - 1 , or more, was 
the profit which had been ufual for fubferibers to a loan, in the pre- 
fent infiancc the amount was. only il. 16s. ; and even on the moft 
favourable calculation 2l. — He hoped that no one would be inclined 
to treat this fubjedi with fo much levity, as to fay that this was fo 
much the better ; that they would look at the principle of thp ( thing, 
and confidcr that h was poffible that the change of the funds might 
have been as disadvantageous to the Public, as it now was to the 
fubferibers ; and therefore, that they would not fanftion the princi- 
ple of making a bargain for the loan, fo much before the proper 
time. It had been dated to the Committee, that there was ano- 
ther bonus, viz. the advantages to be derived from a (hare in the 

3 R % 
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Aiiftrian loan. Mr. Fox then proceeded to (fate, by reference to 
the Miniftrr’s own mode of calculating, that this loan was an ex- 
travagant bargain, and this he thought held out to the people of 
this country a very bad profpect. It was n dangerous loan in two 
wavs : Firft, it was dangerous became there was to be no provifion 
made now for the payment of ir, in the event that the Emperor 
IhonlJ fail to fulfil his rngag ment, and in this way the people were 
not made properly to underhand and feci i’ncir real firuation, by ac- 
quainting them with that to which they might be expo fed. Secondly, 
it was dangerous, beeaufe, in proportion as the terms were disad- 
vantageous, the prohibibiy was lcfs of the Emper* r being either 
able or willing to fulfil his cn^iyintnr ; and if lie fhoukl not, then 
we having guaranteed the p::\ men?, muft pay it for him. In the 
firft place, fuppo..:i" the terms * \ ibis lean to be fo advantageous to 
us, and confer; uently fo c!i fad v.mta^cous •*; me Emperor as any one 
could fiaie it, Out was notxci; honourable to us as ? nation, lend- 
ing its credit U> guaramec the payn.cnt. In the next place we ftiould 
remember, that tla/c v#ho the readied to comply with exorbi- 
tant demands, me the lea ft likely to be punctual in fullfilling their 
engagements. Jhe did not like to treat a fubjrdt fo ferious as this 
with levity, but he could not help remembering a fccnc in a very 
good play, where Mrs. A inlet fays of her cuftcmcrs u As to per- 
fons of quality, they never fay any thing about the price of what 
they want, the only difficulty with them is about paying for it. 51 
This, he feared, was too much rite complexion of the cafe here, 
for the loan on the part of the Emperor was extravagant in a very- 
high degree ; he would maintain that the Emperor was to pay the 
enormous fum of 36,000b for our guarantee merely, Th'n, al- 
though an apparent advantage, was not fo in reality, for the loan 
to this country and the loan to the Emperor were fo tar from being 
independent of each other, that they were a good deal connected 
under all the circumftanccs which attended them both. — With re- 
fpe& to general views which the Mi rafter had taken to-night, he 
agreed in fome, and differed materially in others of them. '1 he 
right honourable gentleman was fang inc in his ideas of the revenues 
of thi$,country. To a certain extent he could follow him in thofc 
ideas, but could not travel fo fir. His rcafoning to-night did not 
appear to be conclufive ; he admitted that the revenues of the laft 
year were inferior to the year before the laft, hut then he faid that 
it was the third year of the war, and the deficiency he aferibed in a 
great meafure to .the non arrival of a valuable fleet. Now he wanted 
fpjjmow upon what principle the Miniftcr calculated, that the rc- 
which was lefs laft ytar than the year preceding, would be 
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better in the next, aiv> that we fbouhl gs on in a ftate of improve-' 
inent, when the only evidence we hud was that we had been lately- 
declining. I With record to -he raxes, feme of them were fuch as 
lie had no (/tjcdion tv., out there were others on which feme cbfer*d 
various ought to he made. In the tax upon tea, he feared the Mi- 
oilier had not reflcoh 1 enough ui n that article when he brought’ 
it forward ; indu'd the wax h wid'h he treated that part of jhc 
fubject of this night's difeufllon prowd if. He had taken two ways 
of arguing, v.liich could not be both right, bccaufc they were incon- 
fifient with each other. In the tirft place, he treated it as a luxury, 
and, as fuch, a fair object of taxation ; and then he obferved, that if 
the lower clafs <*t people difufed it, the probability was that theyr 
would find fomething better for their health. Now with regard to 
the poor, he feared that tea had (if late years made a great part of 
their ivnUirupfion, and pnflibly the tax now jropofed might compel, 
many of than to abandon it ; but then, how did that accord with 
tiic other argument of its being an article of luxury, and therefore 
a proper object of taxation ; bccaufc if it was a tax to be at all ef- 
fectual, it'ihnukl be fuch as the confumcrs would not abandon on 
account of die tax. With refpect to the tax upon win he had no , 
objection, except that he did not wifii the retailer fliould have ajl 
unfair advantage, which perhaps he might by the mode of adding 
a duty of 2ul. a ton; but, however, as that amounted to 4<h. a' 
bottle, perhaps the retailer might i-o content wit!' 6d. whL'h, alto- 
gctlier, might not be fo c^iudiomblc as fomc other taxes. As to 
the taxes on fpirif:-, lie in.< t obfcnc, tint they were of a temporary 
nature, and although bra v. ir was not tohfi for ever, yet we muft 
remember that we ih *11 went this inner hag after the war is over, ' 
— With regard the ivlr-r. wder t»>: lie had no obrdjon to itj - 
except the uneertaiptv of i , pivnlueo; h>r he who relied on the &- 
fhion ot theory built upon.* fiipperv foundation, and therefore an 
attempt to ruifv upon it a peiuxt-an? revenue was highly imprudent. 
He knew there were habits tint amounted to a kind ot fecond nature, 
but was the die of hair pnwrio* - if this deferipiGn? It had been fug- 
gcltcd, that the whole of it fbouhl be uboliflied, on account of the , . 
article being v anted for a much more worthy ufe ; wtot if the 
Houfe (houjd finally be of that opinion : there would be an end of G 
that part of the revenue. Two hundred and ten thou land pounds ,S 
annual revenue, for the fupuort of the Government or the people pf 1 y 
Great Britain, might be done away by neceliiry. This was no£ ; 
all, for it was fubject to caprice and whim, arid that depended oft. 
a few individual:;, namely, per fens of rank, whole taftc in drefslctf 
the falhiun ; ib tliat ten or a dozen individuals might put an end to- 
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the; whole 210.000I. revenue of Great Dritnfn in the courteof one 

* hour; he granted it was not likely they would do fo, but they might 
do lb \ hb thought it therefore, a very unfubftantial article of revenue. 

* jHow far it might operate as a regulation with refpcdl to thi* confump- 
tion of flour, was another queftion ; the more it (pared of that arti- 

. cle in that way, the lefs it mutt produce to the revenue, and the. 
qtieftion was not now how it would regulate, but hew it would pro- 
duce, and upon that he owned he exceedingly doubted for one its 
efficacy. Upon a former day there was a convention upon the 
queftion of the expence of this war. — The Minifter faid he had 
great fatisfaflion in reflecting that we proceeded in the diminution 
of,cur old debt. He had as much fatisfaclion on that point as it 
waspoffiblc for the light honourable gentleman to have, but he was 
. liot lb bigoted to that plan as to be blind to what was now doing, 
not to perceive the magnitude of the new debt, which we were 

* every hour incrcaiing. The cxpcncc of this war had been Anted 
‘ to amount aheady to fifty millions of money. He did not know it; 

its exafl amount hr had no means of knowing, but he belic\cd it to 
, be much more. We had added to the funded d* bt a capital of 
jbrt.y-fix millions. He meant by the Hans of the years 1703, 

, t^94, and the loan of this day ; to that might be added a mighty 
-.load of unfunded debt, which niuft be a (object of inquiry in that 
^Houfe at fome future time. , He underftood there w as an idea of 
-7, funding the floating debt of the navy at five per cent. ; or that for 
l’ every 100I. there fliould be allowed 108I. He flinuid fay nothing 
of the merits of the plan now, but lie lhould like to hear fomething 
of it to-day, and he fliould like to know why f< -mailing of that fort 
■Was not to be adopted with refpcct to the prefent loan of the Fmpe- 
fqf. With regard to fome of the general observations of the Mi- 
riiifttr on the war, he muft fay be could not agree with him ; he 
'had emphatically, as ufual, called it a juft and neccffary war. He, 
bn the contrary, thought it neither juft nor neccffary; if not ncccf- 
5fajy, it could not be juft — neccflary it could not be, for it might liave 
hem avoided. The Minifter, as he had already faid, was (anguine 
il> his ideas concerning the commerce of this country, and he had 
lfefed circumftances of confolation in that v cfpc6t. To a certain 
I&r. Fox faid, he was ready to allow our rcfourccs to be 
yjgreat ; buf heifruft alfo fav, that the fad of our exportations being 
laft y&f by two millions than they had been, was to him not 

S qonfolatory. Now the Minifter had better fources of infor- 
on thaty he had, or pretended to have, but he had heard feme 
related, which made him fear that we' muft not look for the 
«sje fuopef? as to the extent of our exportation in future, as wt had 
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c\periencct/ in former years. The fituation of the Weft Indies at- 
V L 1 ? pud htuition of Holland wc all knew and felt to be 

moll materially altered ; ml as to our internal condition, hje owned 
he did not fet it in 1 very profperous view. lie would iriquire of 
Mi Nobirt lnmfclf, who fit in the cluit of the Committee this ' 
niaht, \ihcthu the utv which he reprefented ^Norwhh) was notlqft 
u in greit dnlrds , and whither, greit as that diflrds was laft 
jt ir, it was nut then opnk nt, prolpcious, and happy, when com - 
pircd to the proijcfl of the \cai to come r Whether, if tliis war 
continued, tlu w letch d tuiinmt ot then trade \ould not he entirely 
diihoud in t fhort rune " Did tins ippl> alone to tint unfortunate. 
ci f \ N > , c\ciy nnnufi hnci in the kingdom hid the fimc ap- 
pnlunfion t- tic ir mini hirers of Noiwich, tla\ would tell the ] 
iluufc, with one u nt, thc\ mult ill be ruined, if this war conti- 
nued foi am confident li length of time, 1o tint indeed no rational 
1 nn could fujj fe that argmicnt of our firmer profpcrity c»n be 
fully ipplieill to our pinfpeft foi future \c, ns. r i hat our com- 
ntree lnd inu 1 fed of late \c rs, hi ad a jtted, and he rejoiced at 
but thenwe fhould look torwaui, and e amine the probability of 
its contiiHMnu . r l he 1 ift \ ear, lie li ad been told, that our commerce 
was flom ifliinj, bcciufc the infuranee was low , whit could be f aid 
now, when the inf nance was at the rate of thirty guineas from the 
Mulitunncan , from Poilugil twenty , and from the nearer ports 
of the North ten. He was therefoic not lo languinc with refpeA to 
thceommuecot the country. How fir it could goon inthi manner 
it w is now proceeding, he could not till, but lie was afraid not to 
an\ eonhderable length of time. He wifhed they would confider 
the depredations tint had been made on that commerce, and they 
would find, that fo fir fiom hiving home the juft proportion it 
fhould hive borne to the depred itions m the laft war, viz. 1 4 to 1 1, 
it had been more tlnn 14. to 7, or 2 to 1. This was nbt foreign 
to the queftion, though at fiift it might appear fo : becaufc forhuch 
ftrels had been hid on the flourifliing ft ate of our commerce in the 
fpccch of the right honourable gentleman. The right honourable 
gentleman had i ud much upon the blclfings of a fecurc and perma- 
nent peace. He agreed with him in w idling for fuch bleffings ; 
but how far we (hould continue the profecution of this difaftrous,^ 
calamitous, and impolitic woir, as the only means of procunng fuch 
hkflings, was a queftion of great importance, and one to which the 
moft giavt attention of the Houfc muft foon be called. If wc con- 
tinued this war, it would be a queftion how much wc lhould have 
to add to the amount of the enormous burdens to be impofcd on the 
people of this country by the proceedings of this day. It would 
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. thetlfce ncceflaiy to confidcr how far tbc people would Really be able 
to bear fuch burdens. He would afl< the right honourable gentle- 
man if he could look with confidence to fuch an cvcntj ? He knew, 
as well as the Minifter, we had great rcfourccs ; but it was im- 
pofliblc for us not to fee wc ate getting within light of the end of our 
#refources. Whether two or three years more continuance of this war 
- would be too much for the people of this country to bear, lie could 
' not tell. Poflibly, if that was made a queflion, he might vote with 
the mod fanguine upon that fubjefl ; but that wc (iiould foon after- 
wards be in a ftatc of ruin, no man, he thought, could poffihly doubt. 
He therefore thought that when that Houle was voting fo many millions 
of pounds for the fcrvice of the prefent year, we ought m look at 
flic probability of our being able not only to continue that fum annu- 
ally, but alfo to add a much larger fum. He would venture to ai- 
fert, that large as the fum propofeJ to-nigiit to be voted was, that 
which would be wanted for the following year would be much larger, 
and when we come to confidcr the fvllem on which this war was to 
be profccutcd, and that wc were to contend for the dfoblilhment of 
a form of Government in France, that man mufl be fanguine indeed, 
who expefted that Houfc to vote, or the people to be able to pay, 
tile expence which would attend that contclt. Care fhould be taken 
that the Houfc of Commons (houlii not vote what die people were 
unable to grant. In this view the bufinefs of this day was molt fc- 
rious, and the right honourable gentleman in reflecting on it would 
do well to confidcr the danger into which his prefent fyftem of pro - 
fecuting the war nuift inevitably lead this country, for we might 
Jbpn, with all our profperity and happinefs, be placed in a fiamtion 
Jh Which all the prudence in this world would not be fufficient to 
prevent our entire ruin. Wc were now in that critical itate of af- 
1 fairs which muft be provided for as amply as poflible, arid therefore 
he eould not object to the pro pofit ions now before the Committee, 
but he thought the proceedings of this day ought to lead every man 
in that Houfe, and every reflecting man in this country, to confi- 
der molt ferioufly the calamitous condition in which wc are, to tievife 
.every means in his power to produce a fpeedy peace, and do every 
thing rife could fairly be done to prevent the conducing of this war 
' on OlMprefcnt molt raih and mad fyftem of Continental alliance. 
Thplfe were the obfervations which he thought it his duty to make.*— 
TFhe fituation of this country was fuch, that taxes, however fevercly 
felt, and fevere indeed they were, muft be fubmitted to ; but he 
could not help repeating, that although he did not oppofe them. 
Emperor's loan was made upon tcrm9 which, for the prefent, 
appeared to be agaiwft the Emperor, but the rcfultj he verily believed, 
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would be that tie burden would at a future timc'feit With ten fold/ 
weight upon usf Having fa id this, and having already intimated;: 
that he fliould ijor oppofe the proportions of the Minifter to-nigfit* 
he had nothing farther to add upon this fubjeft. * * ' 

/ -Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that having already troubled^ 
^Vfoufe fo much at length, he fhould now confine himfelf to theex- 
dklDiition of one or two points. The fubjeeft of the Auftrian loan 
was not fairly before the Houfc ; it was, however, clearly under- 
flood that every fubferiher to our loan was conditionally tofubferibe 
to it. The right honourable gentleman had faid, that he had not 
ftated from what the bonus of the fubferibers was to arife. It \va$ 
to arife from the Auftrian loan, if it took place. He had not cotv 
fidered it as the proper time to difeufs the terms of th| loan, till 
tfiefe were formally brought before the Houfc by an intimation from 
His Majcllv. He had, however, no objection to mention the 
terms, for the fatisfa&ion of the right honourable gentleman : For 
every i ool. advanced, the fubferiber was to have five fixths in the 
3 per cents, and an annuity of 5I. for 25 years. When intcrcft 
was at 5 per cent, an annuity for 25 years was valued at 14 years 
purchafc ; it might fell for 1 3 years purchafe, and in the prefent 
inftance was therefore only rated at ten. — The fubferibers to the 
loan to the Emperor, had, upon the whole, the advantage of about 
6 per cent, and it would remain for the right honourable gentleman 
to try, whether upon his own calculations, he could perfuadc them 
to advance the fum at 3. The circumftancc of borrowing 24 mil- 
lions made the terms much worfe to the country than if wc had only 
borrowed 18. It was fair, therefore, that we fliould fo arrange the 
terms of the refpcdlive loans as might fccurc to ourfelvcs a compen- 
fation ; for the difadvantage wc fuftained. 

Mr. HUSSEY faid, that he could point out to the right honour- , 


able gentleman, a mode of faving three or four millions to the coun- 
try ; and, if he could do fo, it ought to be adopted. The conduft , 
of the Minifter himfelf had pointed out to him the method. He 
had come to an agreement with the holders of navy bills to fund \ 
their demands at 5 per cent. If die fame mode were adopted with 
the 6 millions to the Emperor, 3 millions at leaft would be fayed 
to the country. § The interefl of 6 millions, at 5 per cent, would 
be 300,0001. whereas as the terms flood now with the long annul-, 
tics, the interefl was 450,0001. One hundred and fifty thoufand 
pounds would be faved, which, in 25 years, would payoff the 
whole amount of the loan ; and at prefenr, though the annuities; 
would expire in 25 years, yet a confidcrable fum would remain fe) 

Vol. xl. 3 s * b : :: 
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bleared. In every point of view he thought the loan to the Em- 
■« pfctor to be a bankrupt bargain. \ 

r Mr. FOX faid, wc ought to have made the fanic terms for -the 
Emperor as for ourfclvcs, beenufe the bargain mignt be eventually 
ours. , He thought that the only fair advantage to be taken was 
to' put us in the fame ffate as if we had not guaranteed the loan tr 
the Emperor. He wiflted to know whether the IL'iffe were at y ' 
berty to alter the terms of the loan, and offer others whether at 
5 per .cent, or any other, Vfhat he meant by the three millions 
to be faved by the Emperor, was not that it could be faved in the 
firft inftance, but that ultimately it might. — He nij ^ted Mr. Iiuf- 
fey in what he had advanced, and again prcflVd on the Houfc the 
abfurdity of giving their votes for die loan to the Emperor, without 
knowing the terms. 

’Mr. Chancellor PITT declared, that be did not convolve him- 
felf at liberty to propofe any other terms to the fubferihers to the 
loan, than the alternative he had already hated to the ! Imifc. He 
thought it a curious argument to fiy, that we oughr to have made 
the fame terms for the Emperor as fur ourfclvcr, when the e^nfe- 
qucncc would be, that by lowering the terms of the Emperor's loan, 
wemuft have railed thofeof our own ; fo that a certain inercafe of 
burden would have been made with reflect to three- fourth* of the 
loan, in order to fee lire a polfihlc advantage in one- fourth, which 
might eventually fall on us. He contended, that the cnlcululons 
Of Mr. I ? ox, as to the faving of three millions, and of Mr. l loffey, 
through the whole of his argument, were erroneous, becaufc they 
Ji<ad not con fideyed the difeount, nor examined into the length of time 
their plan would take, and the value of an annuity of fuch a period, 
which he conceived to be the only fair method of eomparifaif ; and 
though Mr. Huffcv had twice afferted that die yrefent was a bank- 
rupt bargain, he had never attempted to prove Ids affertioh. 

Mr. FOX f.iid, there was one point which the right honourable 
gentleman had mentioned/ which he mult beg leave to take notice 
of. The right honourable gentleman had faid, that lie (Mr. Fox) 
had anfwercd for himfelf, that he believed we fliould have the Em- 
peror's loan to make good, and he had,alfo affumed that every body 
elfc thouglu^Jb likew'ife ; now he (Mr. Pitt) had an equal right to, 
affume thej$5tttrary. Mr. Fox declared, that what was attributed 
lo him as affumption, was, in his opinion, an indifputablc fa6t; 
h e did. not fpeak from furmife or from hearfay opinions of this man, 
pr the other, blit from the plain and open declarations of all the 
monied inert in Europe, who had every one in their turns fpoke 
language in the ftyongeft terms. The Emperor had en- 
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deavoured to borrow money in every country oh the Contirientof 
Europe, and tlulmonied men had refufed to lend it on the Empft~ . 
ror’s own fecurity. He had attempted to borrow money on his otvn 
fecurity in this country, and the monied men had refufed to lehd. . 
jfo fooncr did the Mini Her hold forth that the Parliament of Eft- 

; nd would guarantee the loan to the Emperor, than the monied 
ErKmmcdiatdy came forward to fill the loan , this was fpcaking 
in broad tarns* that they would not truft the Emperor, bccaufe 
they did not believe he would pay them, but as the Parliament 
would agree to guarantee the payment, they would fend their mo- 
ney. Certainly, therefore, they faid, in fo many words, they cx- 
pcdlcd the Parliament would, in the end, be their paymafters. He 
fupported the argument of his honourable friend, (Mr. Huffey) and 
maintained that he was right in his aflertion, that an annuity of 
450, cool, regularly paid bv the Bank of England would annihilate 
the debt of fix millions ad\anccd to the Emperor within five and 
twenty years. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT replied to die firft part, that the monied 
men having refufed to lend the money without the guaranty of Por- 
liament, was by no means a conclufive argument that they expected 
the payment would ultimately fall upon this country. It only 
went to fhew that they thought there was a rifk in the bufinefs, and 
that they wiflied to have the belt poflible fecurity, but did not go 
the length to which the honourable gentleman, for his own purpofe 
in argument, extended it. 

Mr. BUXTON faid, he did not wifh to go into the matter of 
the Aullrian loan at prefent, and would therefore content hiir.felf 
with an obfervation or two, on what had fallen from Members with 
regard to fome of the taxes. For his own part, he could have 
wifiied that the tax on hair-powder, by the licence 'required to be 
taken out in order to be entitled to wear it — he could wifh that it 
were made a perpetual tax. Some years ago a considerable quan- 
tity of wheat was exported froVn this country, which brought a pro- 
portionate quantity of riches into it ; for many years this praflicc 
had failed, to the great injury of the landholders and farmers. As 
it was afferted, and with great appearance of truth, that immenfe 
quantities of wheat'were confumed in hair-powdei, he wifhed that 
the licence might be made fuch as to amount to a prohibition of 
wearing it, if by that means the export of wheat might again take 
place, ora fcarcity at home be avoided. 

With refpect to the mcafure of regulating the franking of letters, 
Jie approved it very much ; but he thought it would refledt infinitely ; 
higher honour on that Houfe, and give far more extenfive fatisfki? , 

3 S a / ^ 
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jtion to the people at large, if the pra&ice was altogether abolifhed. 
Aright honourable gentleman (Mr. Fox) had tatfen particular no- 
tice of the great diftrefs brought on the manufaaurcrs of Norwich 
by. the war. He believed the diftrefs of thefe mifcrable people was 
as great as it was reprefented to be, but did not think it was by J'ay 
.means to be wholly imputed to the war ; the mnnufadturcs of |uat 
place had been greatly injured before the war, owing to having 
fallen intodifufe by the people of this country ; the Manchcftcr 
manufactures had obtained a preference, which had hurt thofe of 
Norwich very much ; but he thought the edidt of the Emprefs of 
Ruflia had done them more injury than all the reft. 

Mr. W. SMITH wifhed to know whether the Minifter was fo 
engaged, that he could not, without breach of agreement, nego- 
ciate the Imperial loan with other parties, and on other terms, than 
thofe which he had ftated ? 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, the loan in queftion might or might 
not not take place ; but if the Houfe (hould agree to fuch a mca- 
fure, he could fubmit no other terms than thofe entered into with 
the parties with whom he made a proviiional agreement. 

Sir FRANCIS BARING expreffed his alarm at the magnitude 
of the furn to he raifed, in proportion to what had been ftated to 
be the whole amount of the export trade of the country. Rcfpcft- 
ing the taxes on wine, fpirits, and tea, he approved them fo far as 
they could be made produdtivc. As to the two lnft, he thought it 
was worthy the confideration of a financier, to take care that he did 
not draw the line too tight ; tor if he did, he w 7 as afraid that lie 
would again occafion the revival of that baneful, illicit trade, fmug- 

,g lin g- . 

Mr. MAURICE ROBINSON faid, that he (aw no reafon 
-why wc (hould give to the Emperor a loan of fix millions, if we 
had ground to think that he would be (atisfied with four. 

The other refolutions were then read and agreod to. 

The Houfe was refumed, and the Report ordered to be received 
to-morrow. 

Mr. EAST moved for leave co bring in a bill to prevent the 
removal of poor perfons, before they became actually chargeable, 
whtchy after a few words from Sir William Young and Mr. Jol- 
Iifjfe, was granted. 

Mr. WALLACE moved, « That Sir Edward Knatchbull be 
added to the Committee' appointed to examine into the fignatures* 
. of a petition from Carlifle.” , 

obferved, that he had no objection to the name of th^ 
Uaronet being added to the Committee ; but thought the 
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|ht as well be deferred until the gentlemen who'tbdfc'l 
pfenting and fcconding the petition, appeared in t 


part ot ptcientmg and fcconding the petition, appeared m 
Houfc. I , t t , V* ^^4 

Colonel MAITLAND was of the fame opinion. . 

Mr. WALLACE faid a few words in favour of the lhotio^| 
which was put and carried. * 

* Colonel MAITLAND then moved, u That Mr. Lambtofiofe^| 
added to the fame Committee.” Ordered. , ^ 

Mr. WALLACE was about to propofe to add another Mertil$^ 
to the Committee. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ftid, he believed he fhould fave fomegS 
time to the Houfc ; lie moved, u That all have voices that aftej^ 
the faid Committee/' Ordered. * # 

Mr. HOBART brought up the Refolutions which the Cotiffih, 
mittce of Ways and Means had directed him to report to tli$? 
Houfc ; which he read in his place, and afterwards delivered 
the tabic, where the fame were read, and are as follow, viz* £ 


Refolved, , ' ' , 

That it is thAopinion of this Committee, That, towaiWraifing 
fupply granted to His Majefty, the Turn of eighteen millions be jfcifc<fcfejfc$ 
annuities, in manner following, that is to fay : That every contributor 
to the laid fum of eighteen millions (hall, for every 100I. contributed 
and paid, be entitled to the principal fomof iool. in annuities, after 
rate of 3I. per centum, to commence from the 5th day of January* Tffigyfi 
and to be added to, and made one joint flock with, the 3I. per ceiltuiit.'! 
annuities, confolidated by the arts of the 25th, 28th,' 29th, 32c!,. 

33d years of the reign of his late Majcfty King George the Second, and/ 
by fcvcral fubfequent arts, and to be payable and transferable at the BattkJ 
of England, at the fame time, and in the fame manner, and fubjeft 
the like redemption by Parliament, as the faid 3I. per centum confolidatefc/' 
annuities arc payable and trnnsfemble there : That every contribttteftjj 
fliall alfo be entitled to the farther principal fum of 33I. 6s. 8d. in afcfej 
mutie* 5 , after the rate of 4I. per centum, to commence from the tptjlg 
day of October, 1794, and to be added to, and made one joint flock 
certain annuities, after the rare of 4I. per centum, which were confj>^p 
dated by the adls of the 20th, 2 ill, 22d, 23d, -and 34th years’ 
reign of his prefent Majelly, and to be payable and transferrable 
Bank of England, at the fame time, and in the fame manner, 
j.crt to the like redemption by Parliament, as the faid 4I. per centum 
folidatcJ annuities are, payable and transferrable there : That every 
contributor *lhall likevvife be entitled to an annuity of eight 
fixpence per centum, to commence from the 10th day of 0 &ober, 4 $^io 
and to continue for the term of fix ty -five years and a quarter, 
to ceafe, over and above the principal fums of iool. after the 
per centum per annum, and 331. 6s. 8d. after the rate of 4!* per. 
per annum, in refpert of every iool. to be contributed arid paid;. tdj&pfs 
raifing the faid fum of eighteen millions, which annuity of . 
lings and fixpence per centum, lb to continue for fixty - apek$; 
quarter, Hull be added to, and made one joint llock with, certain 
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ties payable at the Bank ofEngland, which were granted 4 r the feveral 
leima of ninety-nine, ninety-eight, eighty, feventy-eight, ifv enty-feven 
feventy-five years and a half, fixty-nine years and a (quarter, and 
vjSxfy-fix years and a quarter, and were, by the arts of the 4th, 20th, 
aid years of the reign of his prefent Majefty, and by feveral fubfe- 
qhent arts, confolidated, and made one joint (lock of annuities, and fhall 

* bp paid, payable, and transferable, It the fame rime, and in the fame 
manner, as the faid annuities, fo confolidated by the arts of the 4th, aoth^ 

■* and aid years of the reign of his prefent Majefty, arc payable and trans- 
' ferrable at the faid Bank of England : That the feveral annuities, after 
, the rate of 3I. per centum, 4I, per centum, and eight fliillings and fix- 
. pence per centum, fo to be payable as aforefiiid, lliall be charged, and 
chargeable upon, and payable out of, the Confolidated Fund : That 
every contributor fhall, on or before the 27th day of this infant Febru- 
ary, nuke a depofit of iol. per centum on inch film as he or file fiiall 
chufe tofubfenbe towards raifing the faid fum of eighteen millions, with 
fhe Chief Cafliier or Cafiiiers of the Governor and Company of the 

• Bank of England, as a fee urity for making the future payments on or 
before the days or times hereinafter mentioned : that is to fay, 

£ t tol* per centum on or before the 17th day of April next, 

v iol. per centum on or before the 12th day of June next. 

Jol. per centum on or before the 1 7th day of July next. 

* . I jl« per centum on or before the 28th day of Auguft next* 

| V; Ijl.jlgr centum on or before the 23d day of Odh&er next. 

'i centum on or before the 27th day of November next, 
fey* f jli pCT centum on or before the 1 $th day of January, 1 796. 

hfcJJPbat ill the monies, fo to be received by the laid Cafliier or Cafiiiers 
fTtfie Governor and Company of the Bank of England, (hall be paid 
^IfttOthe receipt of the Exchequer, to be applied, from time to time, to 
^;’fuch Tervices as fhall then have been voted by this Houfc, in this felfion 
C;pSP Parliament : That every contributor, who fhall pay in the whole of 
’fWf ok , her contribution money, towards the faid lum of eighteen millions, 
rime on or before the 20th day of Match, 179 5, fiiall be allowed 
l^nSbtcTcft, by way of difeounr, after the rate of 3I. per centum per an- 
HUfn on the fum fo completing his or her contribution refpertively, to be 
computed from tlie^d day of January, 1795, to the 15th day of Janu- 
; ; 4 ry, T796 ; and that every contributor, who fhall pay in the whole of 
: #s4f her contribution money as aforefaid, at any time fubfequent to 
>the ipfb day of March, 7795, and previous to the 27th day of Novcm- 
£'lfeiy *795, be allowed a like intereft, by way ofdifcount, after the 
f -of 3I. per centum per annum on the fum to completing his or her 
. Contribution refpertively, to be computed from* the day of completing 
^TOp-'faimc to the ijth day of January, 1796 : That every contributor to- 
rxifing the faid fum of eighteen millions fiiall, in proportion to 
tool, fo ;^cttitributed and paid, be at liberty to contribute the fum 
f^thifjty^thite pou nds fi x fliillings and eight pence to any loan, not ex- 
millions fterling, for the fervicc of the Empcrorj which fiiall 
uj^dcr the guarantee of Parliament, for the payment of thedi- 
uy virtue of any art to be pafTed in the prefent feflion 
that, in Cafe provifion fiiall not be made by any art, to 
theprefent feflion of Parliament, for fuch guarantee, of the 
dividends on a loan for the fervice of the Emperor, every 
to the faid fum of eighteen millions fhall, for every iooi, 
«ntl paid, be c a titled- to £ farther annuity of four fliillings per 
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centum, to ccpmence from the 10th Jay of O{tober f 1794, and fo €$ 
tinue for the term -of fixty-fivc years and a quarter, and then to 
which fliall bl added to, and made one joint *fiock with, the annui]ty b|.: 
eight fliillings®and fixpence herein before mentioned : That, in 
vifion (hall be made, by any to be pa fled in the prefent feffion of 
liament, for fuch guarantee lor the payment of the dividends on the loafl 
for the fcrvicc of the Emperor to an amount lefs than fix millions lK*Vfin^. 
every contributor to the laid loan of eighteen millions fltall be entitled to" 
fc ‘2f f lariher annuity, on every iool. fo contributed to the faid loan of eighteen/ 
millions, in the proportion of fixpence per centum for every feven bun*' 
dr^d and fifty thou land pounds ftcrling by which fuch loan fliall fall fliorfc 
oi the laid ium of fix millions flerling, and fhall alfo be at liberty to eo»- 
tribute to fuch loan for the iervicq ot the Emperor a fum which fliall,, 
bear the fume proportion to every one hundred pounds contributed by 
fuch contributor to the faid loan of eighteen millions, as the whole - 
amount or Inch loan for the fervice of the Emperor (hall bear to the faid 
ium f'k e’^htren millions. •• 

Tint «n additional duty of twenty pound* be charged for every ton of 
Poitugrl or Muhin «»ine, and wine of the produce of Spain, or of any 
of the dominions ot the Kin? of Spain, which fliall be imported into 
C/ieat iirit.iin, and fo in pioportion for any greater or lefs quantity, and 
for which all the duties payable thereon fliall not be paid on or before the 
23d da) o February, 1 7^5- 

Th,.t an additional duty of thirty pounds be charged for every ton of 
all other wine, which fliall be imported into Great Britain, ahJ fo in 
proportion for any greater or lefs quantity, and for w hich all the duties 
payable thereon fliall not be paid on or before the 23d day of February, 

*/QJ* 

That an additional duty of twenty pounds be charged for every ton of 
Portugal or Madcim wine, and wine of the produce of Spain, or of any 
of the dominions ot the King of Spain, and fo in proportion for any greater 
or lefs quantity, which, after the 23d day of February, 179$, fhall be 
in the ilock, cuflody, or pofleffion, of any dealer or dealers in, or feller 
or tellers ot, foreign ivinc. 

That an additional duty of thirty pounds be charged for every ton 
of all other foreign wine, and fo in proportion for any greater or lefs 
quantity, w'hich, after the 23d day of February, 1795, fliall be in the 
flock, cuflody, or pofleffion, of any dealer or dealers in, or feller or fel- 
lers of, foreign wine. 

That a drawback of twenty pounds per ton be granted upon thc*cxpor- 
tation of Portugal and Madeira wine, and wine of the produce of Spain, 
or of any of the dominions of the King of Spain, imported into Great 
Britain, and exported to any place beyoqd the leas as merchandize. 

That a drawback of thirty pounds per ton be, granted u|>on the ex- 
portation of ail other foreign wine impbrted into Great Britain, andex* 
ported to any place beyond the fcas as merchandize. 

That it is the opinion of this Committee, That an additional duty, of 
ten pence be laid upon every gallon of fingle brandy imported into Great- 
Britain, and for which all the duties payable thereon fliall not be paid 
on or before the 23d day of February' 1795. . 

That an additional duty of one (hilling and eight pence be laid up<Sb‘ 
every gallon of brandy, above proof, imported into Great Britain, airo 
for which all the duties payable thereon fell not be paid on Or bdl$j£$ 
the 23d day of February 1793. 



PARLIAMENTARY 


S«4‘ PARLIAMENTARY A. 1795. 

t *That an additional duty of eight pence be laid upon ewery gallon of 
ruitft fphits, or Aqua Vitae, of the produce of the Britiln colonies or 
plantations, imported into Great Britain, and for whtchrall the duties 
payable thereon (hall not be paid on 01 bwloie the 23d dJy of Febiuary 

an additional duty of one (hiring and foui pence be laid upon \ 
every gallon of iu*n, fpirits, 01 Aqu 1 Vuae« above pi oof, ot the produce 
of the Bi itifli colonics 01 plantations, imported into Great Bntain, and/ 
for which all the duties pa) iblc theiton flull not be paid on or bcfoTe \ 
the 23d day of Fcbiuu) 1795. 

That an additional d ity of eight pence be charged upon every ealloa 
of turn or fpirits, of the pioduce ot the Butith plantations, which, on 
the 23d day of Fcbi ttaiy 1795, Anil bi in any umiuufr m which the 
fame (hall have been putfubjeft and iccoiding to the mbs, iigulations, 
reftriftions, and provifions, connincd ind piovidtd 111 m a^t 01 IMrlu- 
ment, made in the 1 qth ) tar of the ic 1 ,n ot hib late Majcity King Gunge 
the Second, concerning the lindm r of mm 01 (pints, of the JRi itifli iu- 
gar plantations, before pi) mint of the dime s of exule and lod^in r the 
fame in warchoufes, and which lhali, horn and attu the lad day 


of Febiuary, bedcliveied out of an) luch warehoufc 01 wuchouhs u- 
fpe&ivel), toi home coniumpuou, except Inch turn or lpmts toi which 
all the duties due and payable thcieon (hall have bc^n paid on 01 befi re 
the faid 23d day of February. 

That an additionalduty ot one flnlbng and foui pence be charged upon 
every gallon ofium 01 (pints, ova proof, ot the produce of tin Bi itifli 
plantations, which, on the (aid 23d diy of Febiuary 1705 lhali be m 
any fuch warehoufc, and which Hull, fiom and after the laid 23d day 
of February, be delivered out ot any fuch w uehoulc ten home con lump- 
tion, except fuch cum or (pnitb foi which all the duties payable theiton 
lliall have been paid on or bcfoic the laid 23d day of Fchru try 179 v 

That an additional duty ot ten pence be lrd upon t very g 1II011 ot (<n« 
gle fpirits, or Aqua Virje (othei thin luch biindy, turn, 01 (pints, a> 
afore (aid) iinpoi ted into Gtcat Britain, and toi which ill the duties pav- 
able theicon (luill not be paid on 01 befoie the 23d day ot Tf bru 11 y 179^. 

That an additional duty ot one (lulling and eight pence be 1 nd upon 
every gallon ot fpirits, 01 Aqua Vitae (othei than fuch biandy, iu n, 01 
fpirits, as aforefaid) above p’oof, impoited into Gieat Bntain, and toi 
Which all the duties pa) able thereon lliall not be paid on 01 befoie the 
33d day of Febiuary 1795. 

That an additional duty of one penny be laid upon every gallon of 
fermented wort 01 wa(h which Hull be brewed or made 111 that part ot 
Great Britain called England, foi e*tr idting fpirits, foi home toniu.npr 
don, from any malt, coin, grain, cr tilts, or any mixture with the lame, 
and which (hall not be a&ually diddled mi to (pints on or bcfoic the 23d 
day of February 1 793. 

Thatfcn additional duty of one penny be laid upon every gallon of cy- 
der or pei ry, or any other wafli or liquor, w hich Afali be brewed 01 made 
III that psfrt of Great Britain cdlfd England, from any iort 01 kind of 
Britiih materials (except fuch as aie befoie mentioned) orftom an) mix- 
ture therewith, tor ex.tra&ing fpirits for home confumption, and which 
Stall not be actually diddled into fpirits on or befoie the 23d day ot Tc- 
bruaiy 179$* 

That an additional duty of one penny halfpenny be laid upon every 
galtafy of fermented wort or wag), which lhali be braved or nude, in that ■ 
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part of Great Britain called England, from meUfle9 or fugar, or any 
nnxtuie theicw'jh, for extracting fpmts for home confulnption, and 
which fhall not pe adtually dilhllcd into fpmts on or before the 23d d&y 
of Februaiy 1795. 

yt Th it an iJdinonal duty of two pence be I lid upon evei y gallon of tirafti, 
/which <h ill bebicucdoi nude, in that put of Gtcat Britain called Jfin* 
Vhnd, from iotctgn tcfuftdwinc, 01 foreign c) dir or wafh piepired from 
fit *mgn nntcinL, txcept mchfles ^nd fugir, or any mivtuic therewith, 
foi c\n noting (pints foi hoi le coniumption, ind which fhall not be a/hi* 
«U\ diihilcd into ipints on 01 btfort the 23d day of February 1795* 

I hit 111 additional dut) it, and iftcr the utc of, two (hillings and 
ei hr pci i.e time in things, he iud upmewi) ntnet)-fix gillonsof wafh, 
which bir Wilmm hi (hop, Ai^hs Bifhop, and Geoige Bifhop, or the 
lurvivot 01 firvjvois of them, fhtll produce from a weight of malt or 
orhtr coin, including the bian tin icot, and not exceeding one hundud 
and twelve p< ini , and which 111 ill not be i^tu illy diflilkd into ipints 
on or b fore the 23d dav of Icbiuu> 171;?;. 

fh it m idditi nil dut) of do n flu* mgi 11 d ft wo pence futhing 

l c 1 ir^e'i for t \ci\ bunl of liquor which Hull 1 1 mid*. m Gi cat Un- 

til , *or file, by infufion, f imintition, 01 oth iw lc, from fruit or 
f 1, ( rfiom fiuit 01 f 1^11 mixed with my c h<i in nedicnt** 01 matcri- 
hv\ n fwc\cr, coun ml\ cilltd fwerts, 01 cal wl o diilin uifhcd by the 
1 ire )i ink 1 ie iu 1 lo in p on mic n foi 11 t 1 m 01 1 L quantity* 

1 li t n l*t nd u uy >t In ipouic-tt (11 spi c nil um be 

I il up>n ill t i \vi h Hi 11 be foi I 11 G e»r Pi r in hv the united com*' 
pi iv of nui 1 u oli riind ti 1 im to tin 1 ( l f 1 Us, t j be computed 
up n he „ju p ius it v hi h fiun r c 1 fl 1 ] be i ml 

1 li 11 i u» v ck of the h t> oc ni 11401 tin c x >01 1 ition of ill 

f ich t. t, \ 1 \ th * nd u 1 t dc nun, nd t p > ted to my place 

w cu i h wbuk. 01 di* dui) on te 1 1 >\v 1 invt 1 b\ luv. 

r 1 1 m 1 hilt 1 j il il w. > of lie pence lull p u i' be ch 1 ^ed for c\cty 
pjundwti 0 t iv 1 cuq eotocoi nuts, of the growth or pi oduce ot 
ui) riutidi c A >»i 01 j_ * tm itioi in \mcricn, imputed into Gi cat Britun, 
an 1 \v nch (h dl he Jclrvei d nil of the w'itcjhoulc in which the f .me fhall 
hi t u*n G <, d, u idu the rue and cuftody of tin piopcr ofhceis foi* 
ficuiiugth v 1 espi ilde the iron fot Lome canUmption, indfonipro- 
pntinnf) m ^nui <i 1 I quit lit), tnd lor which all the duties pay • 
abL th u 1 Mi h not be pud on or In fore the 2^ddi) of February 1795# 

I li u mi a i mion il d o* one fhilli 14 ttui ci^lit pe ice be charged 
fo tvn\ p > ui l uti li i\o idupoilc of (ocoinut^, of the growth or 
pto t of u i\ oth 1 }d u , irnpoittd into Gieit Btitain, and which fhall 
beddiv 1 \ o t c f rh wai hauh in which the Time 111 all have been lodged 

II nch i 1 1 c iic in l cu G ly of "he piopei ofhc is foi lemming the duties t 
piyabk tl cicoi Gi lion* confumption, and io in piopoition for any 
gieit » 01 Ic j mult), md »oi which all the duties pi)atL thereon (hall 
not bi pud on o bJoic the2$ddi\ of Iebiuary 1795. 

'I hit m 1 Id ti >n il d uv ot fix pence hrlf-pcnny be cha»ged for every 
pound wv.ijit ivcudupom of coffee, ot the growth 01 produce of any 
Bvtifh col mv 01 plmrition in America, imported into Great Btitain. 
ai 3 which fhdl be dchvcitdout of the warehoule m which the fhme (halt 
li ive bt n lodged und 1 the cart and cuftody of the ptoper officers for 
fccunng the duties piyahle theaon for home confumption, and ft in 
propntion fjr am oicitci or lefs quantity, and foi which all the dutfel * 
piy ible thereon dull not be paid on or before the 23d day ot rebtudrjf 

Vox.. XL. 3T 
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" 5 t That an additional duty of one (hilling and eightteence be charged 
- ‘ jbr every pound weight avoirdupoife of coffee, of thcrrowth or pr ! jcc 
■ /of any other place, imported into Great Britain, andphich ihall „e de- 
livered out of the warehoufe in which the fame (hair have ^’cn lodged 
' tinder the care and cuftody of the proper officers for (ten ring the duties 
payable thereon ion home confumprion, and fo in proportion fo> any 
. greater or left quantity, and for which all the duties payable thereof 
Shall not be paid on or before the 23d day of February 1795. j 

That an additional drawback of five pence be granted upon the 
portation of chocolate, which (hall be made in Great Britain, o* cocoa 
nuts, of the growth or produce of any Britifh colony or plantation in 
America, impoi ted into Great Bnraini 

That an additional drawback of one (hilling and four pence be granted 
upon the exportation of chocolate, which Ihall be made in Great Britain, 
of cocoa nuts, of the growth or produce of any other place, imported 
into Great Britain. 

That an additional duty of one (lulling and fourpenee be ch rged upon 
every one hundred weignt of raiuns ot the lun imported into this king- 
dom. 


That a drawback of one (lulling and four pence be allowed upon every 
one Hundred weight of raifins of the fun ex poi red Iron ihft kingdom. 

That, an additional durv of fevt n p-ncr* b»* t ivarge : upon everyone 
hundred weight of Smy rna radii's import- d into this kingdom. 

’That a drawback ot feven pence be alb v-d upon every one hundred 
weight of Smyrna raifins exported liom ih.t. ’■ in yu nn. 

That an additional ciury of one lnilhr.g a: d iou< piece be charged *.pon 
everyone hundred Wright of Lexia r.iifnia imported inr.nl'.: kingdom* 

That a drawback of one (hilling ami four pence be a. hewed upon every 
pne hundred weight of Lcxia lailins exported from this ki..’j r, .<o , n* 

That an additional duty of one (hilling and four pence be charged upon 
every one hundred weight of Kaio raiiins unpoitcd into this kii.g%:oni. 

That a drawback of one (hilling and fourpenee be allowed upon every 
one hundred weight of Faro raifins exported fiom this kingdom. 

That an additional duty of one (lulling and one penny be charged up* 
■ on every one hundred weight of Lipra, or Belvidcrc raifins, imported into 
this kingdom. 

That a drawback of one (hilling and one penny be allowed upon every 
pne hundred weight of Lipra, or BJ vide re railing exported from this 
kingdom. 

That an additi mal duty of one (lulling and three pence be charged 
upon every one hundred weight of Denia 1 filing, and ot all other raiiins 
»0t otherwife enumerated, imported into this kingdom. * 

That a drawback of one (hilling and threepence be allowed upon every 
pne hundred weight of Denia raiiins, and of all other raiiins not other-* 
Wife enumerated, exported from this kingdom. 

, v That an additional duty of two (hillings and three pence be charged 
upon every one rhoufimd lemons impoi ted into this kingdom. 

That a duwback of two (hillings and three pence be aljowcd upon 
tytxy one thoufand lemons exported from this kingdom* 

/ That a&adclitional duty of two (hilling and three prncc be charged 
'Hjpon everyone thoufynd oranges imported into this kingdom* 

'• 'Th.&r a drawback of tvyo (hillings and three pence be allowed upon 
rqne thousand oranges exported from this kingdom. 

That an additional duty of eleven pence be charge^ upon every gallon 
$f ^ o'4 iwporied into thi* kingdom, 
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1 Thai-a drawbac| of eleven pence be allowed upon every gallon offal* 
fad 01 i exp< rted from this kingdom. 

•That an additional duty of one (hilling afid two pence be charged upon 
eery pound, containing iixteen ounces, of lilk knubs, or hulks of (ilk* 
imported into tnis kingdom. 

That a drawback »>i one (hilling and two pence be allowed upon .every*' 
* pfjund, contimiuulixti.cn ounces, ot lilk knubs, or hulks ot filk, ex* 
purred hom this kingdom. 

That the duties payable on wartc filk imported into this kingdom, do 
ceale, determine, and be no longer paid. 

That a duty ot one (hilling and fix pence be charged upon every 
pound, containing Iixteen ounces, of wade lilk imported into this king- 
dom. 

That a drawback of one (hilling and four pence be allowed upon every 
pound, containing Iixteen ounces, of wafie filk exported from this king- 
dom. 

That a duty of one penny halfpenny be charged upon every foot fquare/ 
fupcrficial meal u re, of mahogany imported into this kingdom. 

That a drawback of one penny halfpenny be allowed upon every foot 
fquare, fupcrficial meafure, of mahogany exported from this kingdom. 

That a duty of five pounds be charged upon every ton, containing 
two hundred and fifty-two gallons, of fpcrwaccti oil, xriiported into thia 
kingdom. 

That a drawback of five pounds be allowed upon every ton, contain* 
ing two hundred and fifty- two gallons, of fpermaccti oil, exported from 
this kingdom. 

That an additional duty of one pound fix fliil lings and lixpence be 
charged upon every one hundred, containing fix ltorc, of balks, being 
five inches fquare, and under right inches fquare, or if twenty-four 
feet in length or upwards, iinpoited into this kingdom from any part oE 
Europe. 

That a drawback of one pound fix (hillings and fixpence be allowed 
upon the exportation of every one hundred, containing fix fc< re, of 
balks, being five inches fquaie, and under eight inches fquare, or if 
twenty-four feet in length or upwards, having been ‘imported into this 
kingdom from any part ot Europe. ^ , 

, That an additional duty often (hillings and eight pence be charged 
upon every one hundred, containing fix feorc, of balks, under five inchea 
fquare, and under twenty-four feet in length, imported into this king- 
dom from any part of Europe. * 

That a drawback of ten (hillings and eight pence be allowed upon tho 
exportation of every one hundred, containing fix feorc, of balks, under ' 
five inches fquare and under twenty-four feet in length, having beea 
imported into this kingdom from any part of Europe. 

That an additional ddty of thirteen (hillings and three pence be charged 
upon every one hundred, containing fix fcoie, of battens, being eight 
feet in ljugth, and not exceeding twenty feet in length, not above feveii 
inches in width, and not exceeding two inches three quarters irt thick* 
nefs, .imported into this kingdom from any part of Europe* 

That a draw back of thirteen lhillings and three pence be allowed upon; 
the exportation of every one hundred, containing fix (core, of .battens, 
fcwing eight feet in length, and not exceeding tweiiry feet in length, not 
above feven inches in width, and not exceeding two inches rhrcc quar- 
etra in thickncfs, having been imported into this kingdom fromany jrarff.L 

. r 1? 
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That an additional duty of one pound fix frilling -/ 1 and fix pence be 
cfiarged upon everyone hundred, containing fix fcqre, of battens, ex* 
ceeding twenty feet in length, notabovc feven inches in width, or if ex* 
cceding two inches three quartars in thicknefs, imported into this king- 
dom from any part of Europe. 

That a drawback ot one pound fix (hillings and fix pcucc be allowed 
Upon the exportation ot every one hundred, containing fix fcore, of 
battens, exceeding twenty feet in length, not above feven inches in 
width, or if exceeding two inches three quarters in thicknefs, having 
been imported inro this kingdom from any part of Europe, 

That an additional duty of four (hillings and five pence be charged 
upon every one hundred, containing lix (core, of batten ends, under 
eight feet in length, pot above feven inches in w idth, and not exceeding 
two inches three quarters in thicknefs, imported into this kingdom from 
any part of Europe. 

That a drawback of four (hillings and' five pence be allowed upon the 
exportation of every one hundred, containing fix fcore, ot batten ends, 
under eight feet in length, not above feven inches in width, and not ex- 
ceeding two inches three quarters in thicknefs, having been imported 
into this kingdom from any part of Europe. 

That an additional duty of eight Shillings and ten pence be charged 
upon every one hundred, containing fix fcore, of batten ends, under 
eight feet in length, not above feven incites in width, and exceeding two 
inches three quarters in thickncfi, imported into this kingdom from any 
part of Europe. 

That a drawback of eight (hillings and ten pence be allowed upon the 
exportation of every one bundled, containing fix lcorc, ot batten ends, 
under eight feet in length, not above feven inches in width, and exceed- 
ing two inches three quarters in thicknefs, having been imported into 
this kingdom from any part of Europe. 

That an Additional duty of one pound fix (hillings and lix pence be 
charged upon every one hundred, containing fix fcore, ot beech quaiters, 
being five inches Fquare, and under eight inches fquare, or if twenty- 
four feeHn length, or upwards, imported into this kingdom from any 
part of Europe. 

Thar a drawback of one pound fix (hillings and fix pence be allowed 
uppn the exportation of every one hundred, containing fix fcore, of 
beech quarters, being tour inches fquare, and under eight inches fquare, 
or if twenty-four feet in length, or upwards, having been imported into 
this kingdom from any pait of Europe. 

That an additional duty of ten ihi\ lings and eight pence be charged 
upon every one hundred, containing fix lcore, of beech quaiters, under 
five inches fquare, and under twenty-four feet in length, imported into 
this kingdom from any part of Europe. 

That- a drawback of ten (hillings and eight pence be allowed upon the 
expattfkttoA ot every one hundred, containing fix lcorc, of Beech quar- 
tej# under five inches fquare, and under twenty-four feet in length, 
living been imported into this kingdom from any part of Etii\.#p. 

* T That an additional duty of two pounds nineteen (hillings ar.diixpence 
be charged upon every one hundred, containing fix fcore, of deals, above 
feven inches m width, exceeding twenty feet in length, and not exceeds 
ing tour inches in thicknefs, imported into this kingdom from any part 
M Euinpe. 

: T>iit a drawback of two pounds nineteen (hillings and fixpence be ai- 
the exportado w>t every one hundred, containing: fix fcore. 
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of deals, abcore feveft inches in width, exceeding twenty feet Jo Jcn&| 
and not exceeding four inches in thicknefs, having been impbftt&i&g 
this kingdom fiom any part of Europe. . 

That an additional duty of five pounds and nineteen (hillings be <^)rg^ 
upon every one hundred, containing fix fcore, of deals, ahoy# TeYifc 
inches in width, exceeding twenty feet in length, and 
inches in thicknefs, imported into this kingdom iroin any partoFEmgg 
That a drawback of rive pounds and nineteen (hillings be allowed bp,, 
the exportation of every one hundred, containing fix fcore, ttf'dkf& 
above (even inches in width, exceeding twenty feet in length, and'ej 
cteuing tour inches in thicknefs, hat ing been imported into this kingdiii 
from any parr of Europe. . , 

That an additional duty of one pound fix drillings and fix pen$c (&) 
charged upon every one hundred, containing lix fcore, of deals, flbpy* 
feven inches in width, being eight feet in length, and not above tWe$i 
feet in l ngth, and not exceeding three inches one quarter in thick#! 
impoittd into tht*= kingdom from any part of Europe. * 

That a maw back of one pound fix (hillings and fix pence be'alldW^ 
upon the exportation of every one hundred, containing fix fcorpy’pf, 
deals, above feven inches in width, being eight feet in length, And nojf: 
above tw enty icct in length, and nut exceeding three inches one quarteg 
in thicknefs, having been imported into this kingdom from any part ial 
Europe. f - <! 'i 

That an additional duty of tw o pounds and thirteen (liillings be charg'd} 
upon every 011c hundred, containing lix fcore, of deals, above feven lfP 
ches in widths being eight feet in length, and not above twenty feet 
length, and exceeding thtcc inches one quarter in thicknefs, impOdM 
into this kingdom from any part of Europe. 

That a draw back of two pounds and thirteen drillings he allowed ufj 
the exportation of every one bundled, containing fix fcore, of dtig 
above feven inches in width, being eight feet in length, and not ahoy 
twenty feet in length, and exceeding three inches one quarter in thicig 
nefs, having been imported into rbri kingdom from any part of Europe 
That an additional duty of eight foil lings anu ten pence be chafgj 
upon every one hundred, containing lix (core, of deal ends, above -i 
ven inches in width, being under eight feet in length, and not excejj* 
ing three inches one quaiter in thicknefs, imported into this kipgd 1 ' 
from any part of Europe, „ o 

That a drawback of eight drillings and ten pence be allowed upo# 
exportation of every one hundred, containing fix fcore,, of deal 
above feven inches in, width, being under eight feet in length, a(iq:l 
exceeding three inches one quarter in thicknefs, having been 
into this, kingdom from any part of Europe. c- \ 

That an additional duty of fcvcntcen firilliiigs and eight peiSfT 
charged upon every one hundn d, containing fix fepre, of deajh/i 
above (even inches in width, being under eight feet in length, 
cecding three inches one quarter in thickneis, imported into this ! 

_ doin' from any part of Europe. 

That a drawback of feventeen drillings and eight pence t>c alii® 
Upon the expoi ration of every one hundred, containing fix fcoi$ 
deal ends, above leven inches in width, being under eight feet in tte|‘ 
and exceeding three inches one quarter in thicknefs, having"* 
ported into this kingdom from any part of Europe. s 
*“ That an additional duty of one pound fix (hillings and 
charged upon every one" hundred, containing fix (core, of li| 
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Wing fire inches fquare, an4 uiu’er eight inch's fquaie, L if twenty- 
^(ir feet in length oi i pwaids, imported into thu kingdom hom any 
puff dt Europe. 

Tliat a dr twback of one pound fix findings and fix pence be al’owed 

* upon the expoiution of evti) one hui di d, tontau ng lix icoic, of 
fir quaiteri, being five inches lquart, and undt? eight inches fquaie* 

* afrit twenty -four feet m length 01 upivaidd, 1 aving been imported into 
tKis kingdom from any put of bin ope. 

That an iddmonai duty of ten (i n ings ano ci »ht ptnet be charged 
Upon every onL hundiuf, conti 1 U\ f< in., ot hi quirtus, bung 
under five inches fquau, md undei r m t> ioirkctmlti ^th, impoited 
into this kingdom fr< m ?i > p u t ot f n < j c 

That a drdvbtck of tui fit *lin H nd c ght j emi bellow l upon the 
Htppitation of evtiy oi c hundred, cc ntunn., hx icoie, ot In |u i rcis, 
being under five inches fquue, imlitdtr twenty toui k t in length, 
%>v»og been mpoitid into tins kin^i m fiorn n\ p u oi fcuiopi 

That an additional duty >\ tbitc fhiJbno mi foui pence bt chi ged 
Upon eveiy lo id, tontumn*' inty cubic f r, ot hi tmi >ci, and r mber 

* gf all other loits (except oik tnrba ind tun 1 r < f Irt 1 ud) b m b u ,ht 
inches iqu'uc oi upwatds, mipoited into thu kiu 0 dcm from in\ put of 
Europe. 

lhat a dravbickot thice fi lllnif inti foui ntmebc lllowtd upon the 
exportation ( 1 1 \i y 1 1, cun inn fifty cubic feet, of hr timber, nd 

r timbet of all oihti foit (< pt t ikt nlu u d timber (f Ii cluul) bung 
eight Inel ex l<,u m i i [ vvaiUo, h ivmg been mipoited into this kingdom 
from un pnr of l ut< r . 

* That the tlmic | av l k on mi f 1 l^g t vclvc inches in di« meter of 
upwards mipoited into this kin dom, co cc^fe, determine, *nd be no 
$t>Ogei paid. 

That a duty of ter fin 1 ig hi even loid, cont min* fifty cubic feet* 
heebtrged upon dl nulls, l u twelve niches in dim ct~i or upwards* 
iftiportcd into thi° k ngdo n n i hu ill built finp. 

That a duty ol ten finl ns J li\ pc cc to* eveiy load, containing 
ftjEtjr 9t»bic keq be ch i ed 1 1 on illmdtb, 1 in % twelve inchto India* 
t&Ctei oi upward*, im f ntd n n this kin-, lorn in ifouign ilnp. 

> That a cliaMbjck ot nil fi lling md ci^ht p ncc bt alloyed tiport 
tfrfrry load, cont lining fifty tii c tea, ot m ids, bung twelve inches m 
iiamctei oi upward*-, <Apoii d ium this kin »uom. 

That an ae uicional Ji ry o jit poutd fi\ Anilines md fix pence bo 
Aliped upon e»uy < n^ hundred, eoi tuning iix^ieorc, ot utus, being 
jiveinehe** fq »u , md unuti n^ht inches 1<] uit, a oi if tv enry torn feet 
h length oi upwa-d , mipoited huo tills kingdom liom an) p»i t of Eu- 

bat n drawback of oi c p^und hx fhdlti gs and fix pence be allowed 
the cxpoitation ot every onehundnd, containing fix fcoic, of 
9* being five inches fq iaie, aid under eight inches fquare, or if 
jton? four feu in length or upw uds, h iving been impoited into this 
Uftgdom tjnm inv pau of h. i ope 

jTW a duty ot ten (hdlings nnd eight pence be cbnr^rd upon every 
^ bundled, containing n\ fcou, or ulus Icing undu hvt inches 
lllfe and aider rwoi ty-t j lr feet ni len^tn, impoited mto this king 
any pirt ot Eui ope 

it i drawback of ccn (hillings and r ight pence be allowed updh the 
fya-of ^very one hundteq, containing Ua icorc, ot utus, being 
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under fire indies fquare, and under twenty-four feet in length, having 
been imported into this kingdom from any part of Europe. ' i 

That a duty of one penny be charged upon every bufliel, containing 
fixty-five pounds weight, of Britifh rock laic exported from thil 


Chat an additional duty of four (killings and feven pence be ehitgtrfj 
upon • verv chalder of coals, Ncwcaflle meafure, exported firorrt ffcljf 
kingdom to an\ place except to Ireland, the Ifle of Man, atiy BritUh * 
colony l"- pla. .ation in America, or to the United States of America* r " 
That an utdirional cl tit;, of one (lulling and r-m pence be charged upor* 
every ton of coals, containing twenty hundred weight, exported ffpjji 
this kingdom, to any place, except to Ireland, the l(le of Man, any 
Britifh colony or plantation in America, or to the United States of Akifr 


rn a. 


That for every piece of vellum or parchment, or fhect, or piece d$ ' 
pnp';», upon which any affidavit for which the (lamp duty of fix peneft 
is piyihV, by virtue of an att made in the 33d year of the reign of hil 
lai ■ Majdi v, there flnll he cl\n r ged an additional (lamp duty of tixponeef* 
That for every piece of vellum or parchment, or (licet, or piece of 
pa-'-r, upon which any copy of 1’uch affidavit as is before charged, that 
(lull he ill d or read in am courr, (hall be wgrofled, written, or printed* } 
then (hall be charged the additional llamp duty of fix pence. 

That for everythin, or piece of vellum or paichment, or (heet, or 
piece ofpapei, upon which dull be ingroffed, printed, or written, any 
depolition or depot 11 ion* of 1 witneis or vvitndlVs, taken in any caufc or 
fui: hv.-t.irc the (hunt of Scllioiis, or Coirmiliion of Tirnds, or Court of 
Ad 1 nil ally in Scotland, or Commiffiuy Court of Edinburgh, or in any 
ci’ il oa :(<• before any infeiior Couit in ^cothmd, or whereupon any aflfc 
davit, or written dipolirion, produced in the Court of Exchequer in 
Scotland, fli ill b: ingrolled, printed, orwiitten, there (hull be charged 
an ulditionul llamp dury uf fiv pence. 

'I hat ti.r cveiy !kin, or piece of vellum or parchment, or (licet or piece 
of ;\qv , u;:on which (hail he ingrofled, wiirren, or printed, any origi- 
nal writ (except Eielioiiginul upon which a writ of Capias i fifties) fubpeena, 
bill 01 MiddHex, L.»tit. t. Wi it of Capias. Oj.iomiiius, writ of Dcdimus* 
Po'cfurr-n, to take infw*T&, cxumi.ie wirnciijs, or appoint guardians, 
or an v other writ whatfoever, or any other proeels or mandate, that (hall 
hfue o”t or pill, the Great Seals of any of the Courts at Wdlminder, ' 
Courrs or gicat fcihons in Wales, Courts in rhe counties Palatine, or 
anv oihei Court whatfoever, holding plea where the debt or damage 
doth * mount to forty (hillings or above, or the thing in demand is of 
that value (writs or covenant, for levying lines, writs of entry forfutfer* 
ing common recoveries, and writs of Habeas Corpus, always excepted) 
there (hall be charged an additional (lamp duty of o -e (hilling. 1 ^ 

Tiat tor every (kin, o- piece of vellum or parchment, or flieet or 
piece of paj*r, upon which any agreement (hall be ingroffed, written, 
or printed, for which the (lamp duty of fix (hillings is payable, by vir- 
tue of an ail made in the 23d year of the reign of his prefent Majeijy, ' 
there (lull he charged a.i addni-nial llamp duty of one (hilling. 

TnTr^the exception in the ad, made in the 23d year of the reign- of V 
hlrprclcnr Miyelty, u* tar as the fame relates toany bonds gi^en as lecu- 
( ity (or the payment of any fum or fums of money, amounting to one/:*: 
hundred pounds, or any Id’s fum, (hall be repealed. '• v . 

That for every (kin, or piece of vellum or parchment* or (hc^orpWtSr 
\ f paper, upon which (hall be ingrolled, written, or printed* in tytk 



. PARLIAMENTARY $ A. £795. 

any indenture, leafe, bond, or other deed, for which a fiamp 
of one (hilling is payable, by vi'tuc of an art made in the 23d year 
Gjfcth'c reign of his prefent Majcfiy, there fin 11 be charge^! an additional 
' lump duty of one {lulling. 

That for every (kin, or piece of vellum or parchment, or (hcet or 
piece of paper, upon which Hull be ingrofied, written, or printed, any 
probate of a will, or letters of ad min ill ration, for any eftute of or above 
the; value of 1000I., over and above all other rates and duties already, 
impofed tKercon, there (hall be charged a farther additional duty of twtf 
pounds and ten {hillings ; and where the cltatc is of or above the value 
of^oool., a farther additional duty of two pounds and ten (hillings t and 
where the eftate is of or above the value of 5000I., a farther additional 
duty of five pounds ; and where the dlate is of or above the value of 

10.0001., a faither additional duty of ten pounds. 

That for every piece of vclluin or parchment, or (licet or piece of 
paper, upon which any receipt, difcha>yc, or acquittance, given for or 
'^pon the piymcnt of money, amounting to iool., and not amounting to 

5001., (hall be ingrofled, written, or printed, over and above all brher 
jFates and duties already impoled thereon, there Hull be charged an addi- 
tional duty of fix pence ; and wheic the fame (hall amount to 500I. or 
Upwards, there fiiall be charged a farther additional duty ot one (hilling. 

H That the prefent damp duties payable on policies of infurance, as tar 
as the fame relate to life or fea in lu ranees, (hull he lopcahd. 

That upon every fum paid, or contracted to be paid, .13 ri pie nium for 
■ <he infurance of any fum or fums, denuding on any event or contin- 
gency relative to a life or lives, theie fiiall be charged a fum equal to 
<me-t$nth part of fuch premium. 

That for every fkin, or piece of vellum or parchment, or fh?ct or piece 
of paper, upon which any infurance of a (hip 01 /hips, or guO Is, mer- 
-ehandi/.es, or other property, on board a fiiip or ihips fiiall he in. jro Ai d, 
printed, or written, there (lull be chatgrd the itamp duties following 
Upon the fum» infured ; that is to fay, where the fum to be infured (lull 
amount to tool., a damp duty of tw > fh'llings and lix pence, and fo pm- 
^rrcllively for every fum of iooI. infured ; and whcic the him to be in- 
fured fiiall not amount to icol., a like (lamp duty of two (hillings and fix 
pence ; and where the fum ro be infured (hall exceed 100!., oj any pro- 
grdlive fums of iool. each by an) radional pair of icol., alike ilamp 
duty of two (hillings and fix pence tor Inch I rational pint of tool. ; 
which fcvcral duties fiiall be payable aiad paid by the alfuicd in fuch in- 
.{uraliccs rdpeflively. 

That every perfon who finll ufe or wear any powder, commonly 
called hair powder, of whatever materials the lame (hall be nude, fiiall 
previoufiy enter his or her name and place of abode with the Clerk of the 
Peace, or his deputy, in that part of Great Britain called EngLccd, the 
dominion of Wales, or the town of Bervdck uponTwcd, ^r with the 
■Sheriff Depute or Stewart Clerk in Scotland, of the copnty, riding, (hire, 
ftewartry, or place where luch per km dial l rchdc, and annually takeout 
V certificate thereof. 

, That upon every piece of vellum or pirchment, or fiieet or pfttx of 
paper, upoitf which any certificate, iflued to anv fuch perfon, lhalll^ 
mgroffed, written, or printed, there (hall be charged a (lamp duty ot* 
pound and one (hilling. 

That no letter or packer, di reded by any Member of either of the 
;tVj Hortfes of Parliament, (hull be exempted from the duty* of. portage, 
Member whole namejull be iudoried thereon, iluil actually 
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be in fuch poft town, or within the limits of the delivery of letters for 
fuch poll town, on the day on which the fame (hall be put into the poft 
office. 

That no lettev or packet, which fhall be fentby the poft to any Mem* 
berof either Houfe of Parliament, (hall be exempted from the duty of 
<oftage, unlefs fuch Member (hall actually be in London, or within ten 
ties of the General Poft Office, on the day on which fuch letter or packet 
^all be received at the General Poft Office. 

* That no Member of either Houfe of Parliament (hall be allowed to 
fend by the poft, free from the duty of portage, more than ten letters in 
any one day, nor (hail be allowed to receive, free from the faid duty, 
more than ten letters in any one day. 

That every p.^ket or cover, containing therein any paper with pat- 
terns of cloth, iiik, fluff, or other goods, or any (ample of any other 
fort of thing, not exceeding together one ounce in weight, (hall be charged 
with no higher rate of portage than ay a (ingle letter, lo as the famebd 
lent open at the (ides, and without any writing within fuch packet or co* 
ver, other than theprices of the articles contained thtrein. 

That no letter or packet, fent by the poft from any phcc within the 
kingdom of Great Britain, directed by or to any Membe r of either Houfe 
of Parliament, (hall be exempted fiom the payment of the duties of port- 
age, if fuch letter or packet (hall exceed three quarters of an ounce in 
weight, or if fuch letter or packet (hall contain more than one inclofurc 
therein. 

The Refolutions having been read, 

Mr. FOX entered into calculations on the fubjc&of the Auftrian 
loan, and maintained, by feveral arguments that the conclufion* 
of the Minifter were erroneous in many inftances on this fubjedh 
Mr. Chancellor PITT maintained the juftnefs of his calcula- 
tions, as he had fubmittrd them laft night to the Committee. 

Mr. HUSSEY agreed with Mr. Fox, and undertook to prove 
that the Minifter had made an improvident bargain. He entered 
alfo into feveral points of calculations upon compound intcreft, &c. 
and faid he Ihould be glad to fee an attempt made to contradict his 
conclufions. 

Several of the refolutions were then read a fecond time^and 
agreed to. On reading that, which impofes a duty on foreign 
timber, 

A Member, whofc name wc did not hear, dated fome objee- , 
lions to this tax. He faid, that a great number, indeed, of houfes 
in the metropolis, and cfpccially in Mary le-bon, now remained 
unfiniftied on account of the late tax which had been laid on tins 
yerv ^article, that expencc having deprived the builders of the means 
/ of finifhing them. He faid there were whole ftrects in that fitu*‘ 
ation ; and he had too much reafon to fear, that if this tax was 
erfifted in, and no relief of any kind afforded to thefe perfons, the . 

' >oufes would remain without roofs, and would ioon be in ruinsw 

Yol. XL. 3 u 
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Mr. FOX faid, he knew many houfc9 that were in that fixa- 
tion ; many more might be fo, of which he knew nothing ; but 
he knew' enough to (ay, that this w f as a matter of vtjry ferbus con- 
fideration, and ought to be attended to before the Houfe fhould paft 
the bill upon this refolution. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that from all the information he 
had upon the fubjecl, he had no rcafon to apprehend that there w^r 
any hardfhip to any great extent fell by the perfons alluded to ; nor 
did h<* apprehend theie would be fuch in confequencc of the tax now 
propofed. However, he laid he (houtd be glad to receive farther 
information upon that fubjed in the different ftages of the bill. 

Lord SHEFFIELD apprehended very great dangci from carry- 
ing this duty upon foreign timber into a law ; for he understood the 
duty which had been impofed upon that article already, had irw 
duced mmv to make ufc of oak inftcad of the timber thus taxed ; 
if they had done fo already, how much more likely were they to da 
it after a new tax fhould be impofed. This might prove very in- 
jurious to the navv. 

The refolution was then read and agreed to. 

On reading the refolution for impaling a duty on infurancc on 
lives and on thips, &c. 

Mr. FOX faid he feared there was too much reafon to apprehend 
that this duty would be evaded, lufurances, he believed, had been 
iomefimes paid by one party to another, together with the duty, 
and yet Government had never received that duty. He mentioned 
this merely to put the Minifter upon his guard, and that all pof- 
iible precaution might be taken in the framing of the bill. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT agreed, that it was right to be as guarded 
as poffiblc upon this fubjeft ; for he had reafon to believe, that 
fcmds had been praCtifcd j and he (hould feel himfclf indebted to 
any gentleman who fhould give him hints upon this buiinefs. It 
might be impofliblc totally to avoid fraud ; but he hoped the bill 
would be as well framed as poffiblc for that purpofe. 

Mr*. THORNTON thought there was much difproportion in 
this refolution, and recommended an alteration of it. He faid, it 
w as his opinion the tax on infurances fhould be in the ratio of the 
premium. * , 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid a few words in defence of the refo- 
lution, and obfci'vcd} that there would be an opportunity of 
cuffing the matter on the introduction of tire bill. 

The refolution was then agreed to. 

On reading the refolution for the regulation of franking, 

Mr. JOLIFFE faid, he faw many inconvcniencies arifing from 
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the refolution as it then flood, infomuch as it was impoflible to as- 
certain at whatjlaces Members might be at particular times when 
letters were franked by them or fent to them. Until this matter 
-could be more properly adjufted, he conceived that it might bepro- 
duftivc of much trouble and litigation between Members and the 
people at the Port Office. From this confideratiori, therefore, he 
could not agree to the refolution in its prefent indeterminate ftate. 

Mr. BUXTON thought the privileges of franking ought to be 
given up, or at leaf! only retained during the adlual fitting of Par- 
liament. 

Sir WILLIAM YOUNG was of opinion that the fum, as pro- 
pofed by the refolution, was not likely to be raifed, as from the ac- 
counts kept at the ( Jencral Poll Office, it appeared that the whole 
amount of letters franked by Members was only 6o,oool. 

A fhort debate took place, in the courfe of which fomc fuggefi- 
tions of amendment were given. 

Lord SHEFFIELD was decidedly againft the whole of the re- 
folution. The only privilege almoft that a Member of that Iloufe 
had left was that of franking; and, he maintained, that a perfon 
who had fix or feven thoufand conllituents ought not to be limited 
as to the number of letters which he fhould write to, or receive from 
fuch, free of poftnge, bccaufe there was no defining the number 
with whom we might have occafion to correfpond upon public bufi- 
nefs : — under fuch confidcration he fhould oppofe this duty and re- 
gulation in every llage. 

The Houfc divided:— 

For the refolution 4.9 ; Againft it 9. 

A converfation of confidcrable length then tix>k place on the va- 
rious modes propofed by different Members for the alteration of the 
plan now propofed by the Minitlcr for the regulation of franking, 
which the Speaker terminated by declaring it to be irregular. 

Colonel STANLEY faid, # that fomc exceptions ought to be made 
in favour of the militia, whofc affaftions to their wives and chil- 
dren were kept alive by having the opportunity of corresponding with 
them, through the medium of their officers, often Members of Par- . 
liament, in quartets with them. 

Mr. CHARLES DUNDAS thought that during the fitting of 
Parliament letters ought to be addrefled to the Houfc, as it would 
induce Members to attend more confhntly their Parliamentary duty 
,/nan in general they are accuilomcd to do. 

A Member, whofc name we did not hear,obfervcd that he thought 
&c would be unjuft that a Member, who had a great number of con- 
li’tucnts, aa was his cafe, fhould only have the privilege of receive 

'j \J ^ 
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ing no more letters free from them than one who only reprefented 
Old Sarum. 

Mr. R. SMITH moved an amendment to the refolution ; in- 
ftead of allowing one inclofure to each cover, there (hould be twa 
allowed. 

This wasfupported by Mr, Thornton, and others, upon whjcR*' 
a fliort debate arofe. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT oppofed the amendment, as being con- 
trary to the very principle on which the Committee voted the refo- 
lution, namely, that bills of exchange, and other inftruments, 
fhould not, to the fame extent as formerly, be allowed to pafii 
through the kingdom without poftage 

The Houfc divided, 

For the amendment, 7 Againft it, 41. 

Sir WILLIAM YOUNG gave notice that on the 3d of March 
next, he fhould move for the fecond reading of a bill for giving re- 
lief to poor perfons at their own homes. 

The Houfc then proceeded to take into farther confideration the 
Report of a bill for railing out of different counties, a number of 
men, in proportion to the inhabited houfes, for the better manning 
the navy, &c. Several amendments were agreed to. 

Mr. CAWTHORNE propofed a claufc, the purport of which 
was, that every perfon keeping three male fervants (hould find one 
man for the navy, or pay a fine. Every perlbn keeping five male 
fervants to find two men, or pay a fine, &c. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT oppofed the claufe, and the Houfc re-, 
fufed leave to bring it up. 

The bill, with the amendments, was ordered to be ingroffed, 
and read a third time on Thurfday, if then ingroffed, — Adjourned 
to Thurfday. 


The following Papers were laid on the Table, for the perufel of 
jthe Members, * 
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An Account of the Total Net Produce of the Taxes for ooe Year, 
' ending the 5 th Day of January, 1 795* 
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Confolidated Letter Money, x 7 S 7 
Ditto, Salt, ditto 
Seizures lincc 25 1 

Proffers, ditto - ‘ 

Letter Money, ditto 
Alum Mines, ditto 

Compofitions, ditto 

Rent of a Light Houfe, ditto 

Alienation Duty, ditto I., 1, Tune 

6d Deduft. per Lib. on Penfions, 24th June 

is. ditto, Salaries, &c. 5 April, 1758 
lloufcs and Windows, loth Octobci, 1766 

Inhabited Houles, 17 79 “ 

Haukirs and Pcdlais, 1710 — 

. m. •) Coaches and Chairs, iftAug ulf, 1 

Dit 1, ' 7‘ ; 4 ' 

Male Servints, i;8> "~ 

Dori s ditto _ — — - 

Foui Wheel Carnages, ditto 
Two Wheel ditto, ditto ■ 

Arrears of Female Servants, ditto 
Ditto, Waggons, ditto 

Ditto, Carts, ditto 

Ditto, Shops, ditto * " 

Firft Fruits of the Clergy 
Tenths ditto ’ “ 


1721 


7 U 


156,000 — *~ 
4 i 7» , 44 3 6 f 
a7>4 0 7 3 7* 
628 10 3 
201,029 18 1 

480 

6 1? 4 
2,530 J 5 4 

44,626 

31,984 — 9 
327,826 9 7 t 

147.944 4 
2,609 O 

1 1 .000 — 

13.000 — 

• 93>9 i6 7 

110,884 18 
151,899 7 
3 ' >553 8 3 i 
2,409 9 2 j 
674 7 ,0 1 
x, 35 » 9 — 
118 13 8 
— 3,630 — 9I 
9,918 7 ii 


7 

4 


1,880,586 15 ii 


DUTIES, Anno 1791. 


Sugars _ . — — 

Britifli Spirits " 

Foreign Ditto * * 

Malt 

Bills and Receipts 

Game Duty JTT, — 

£,10 per cent, on Affefled Taxes 


334,292 6 8 

109,783 

139,075 10 6 
500 — — 
153.494 T » 10 

1 7*5*3 l 3 t 
93« i6 4 o 


747.^3 * 6 Si 



5*3 


parliamentary 


A. 179$. 


i 


DUTIES, Anno 1794, 

Britifti Spirits •— — 

Foreign ditto — - 

Glafs 

Attomies Articles - ■— 

Ericks, Cuftoms — • 

Slates and Stones »- — — 

Bricks and Tiles — — — 

Spirit Licences — — 

Paper, Excife ~ 

Ditto, Cufloms — — — — 


, s. tt. 

6 S*?03 

8 *>335 

23,06s — — 
12,021 9 — 

54,643 / 

5,ni 11 

5 2 J S 
31,000 — — 

77> -^65 

866 10 8 


1 1 
10 


Total of CUSTOMS, EXCISE, and STAMPS 

Ditto INCIDENTS - 

Ditto DUTIES, Anno 1791 

Ditto DUTIES, Anno 1794 — - 

GRAND TOTAL — 


354,166 

7 

5 

1 1.794,305 

n 

IO 

1,880,586 

'5 


747 > 8 3 2 

16 

sk 

354,166 

7 

s 

14,776,8(11 

10 

IO* 


Exchequer, the 12th 
Day of January 1795, 


JAMES FISHER. 



DEBATES. 


A. 175 


5^9 


An ACCOMPT of die Total Produce of the Duties of CUS- 
TOMS, EXCISE, STAMPS, and INCIDENTS, rcfpec- 
tivcly for 6ne Year, ended the 10th Day of Odlober 1794 ; 
cKftinguifhing (as far as poflible) in each Branch, the Produce on 
every feparate Article, the Duties on which have amounted to 
1 One thousand Pounds, or more, in the Four Quarters of 
the Year : viz* 


The Total produce of the Duties of Cuftoms for 
One Year, ended the 10th Day of O&ober 1794, 
as per Accompt (A) — 4*044,9*3 15 6| 

Ditto of the Duties of Ezcifc for One Year, ended 
ditto (cxclufive of 586,88 81., the Produce of the 
annual Malt Duties) as per Accompt (U) 7,541,965 2 5J 

Ditto of the Stamp Duties for One Year, ended 
ditto, as per Accompt (C) — 1,420,867 11 10 


Ditto of Incidents at the Receipt of the Exchequer 
for One Year, ended ditto, as per Accompt (D) 2,368,839 5 ro| 


*5>376»59S *S H 


Memorandum 

In the Sum of 2,36s, £391. 5s. 1 of cl. dated as 
the Amount ot Incidents at the Exchequer* 
is included 352,1841. 6s. sjd., being the 
Amount of the Impreft and other Monies 
paid in there within the above Period* 


Prefcnted purfuant to an A<$ of the 27th Year 
of his prefent Maje fly’s Reign, the 2d Day 
of January 1795, ty * 

GEORGE ROSE, 



s*> 


PARLIAMENTARY 

(A.) 


A- 1795 - 


Afl ACCOUNT of the Total Net Produce paid ( into the Ex- 
chequer of the Duties of CUSTOMS in England and Scotland} 
di ftinguithin g, as far as poflible, the Produce upon every fepa- 
. rate Article, the Duties on which lliall have amounted to I oool. 
tar more,' in the Four Quarters ending the xoth Day of Oc^ 
sober 1794. 

c h a r e s. 


species or coons. 


Net Produce, fubjeA 
to the Payment! of 
Bounties and Ma* 
cage meat. * 


Afhcs, Pearl and Pott 
Barilla ■ ■■ - ■ 

Brim done - ■■ ■— 

Briftles undrefled — 
Bugle, great 
Carpets, Turkey — 
China Ware — 
Copper, unvvrought 
Cork — 

Corn, Oats — - 

■ Wheat — 

Drugs — Borax refined 
Caflia Lignca 
* Cortex Peru 

i uniper Berries 
Ian mi — 

Oil perfumed 
Opium — 

Quickfilver 
Rhubarb 
Saccarum Saturni 
Senna 


Succus Liquoritiae 
Dye Stuffs, Smalts — ■ 

Elephants Teeth — 

Feathers for Beds — 

Fruit, Lemons and Oranges 
Fruit, Nuts, Imall — 

Glafs Plates 

Grocery — Almonds, Jordan 

— not Jordan 

Cinnamon — 

Cloves - — - — • 

Cocoa — 

Culiec — 

Currants — 

Fiqs ■ 

Ginger — 

IVlaec 


£' *• 
962 1 

13,07s 17 
8,524 zo 
5,261 — 
876 10 
2,070 13 
9,865 
1,083 
3»777 
7 t y 3 6 

13 

4,396 11 

999 J 9 
6 


1,047 

881 
1,982 
1064 
3,666 
2,015 
*i!4* 

1,612 
7,065 

9» 6 3° 

2,264 

7>5 2 7 
9,879 19 
2,113 3 
S»8°7 7 
2,912 1 

*»33° 23 
1,328 12 
2,208. 5 
2.679 13 

45.852 — 

73,403 13 
1,988 I 
2,223 It 

1,427 » 


17 

4 

l 7 

8 

4. 

*7 

r 

8 

2 

12 

7 

6 


J. 

10 

1 

9 

1 

2 

6 

10 

11 
1 
8 

7 

1 

9 

3 
6 

5 


4 

10 

3 

2 

10 

10 
2 

9 

2 

8 

11 
6 
9 

i 

8 k 

9 1 

4 



A. 1795 


D E B A t fe S, 


CHARGE. 


Groce ry- 


SPECIES OF GOODS. 


-Nutmrgs — * 

Pepper 

Pimento 

Ruifi ns, Dcni.i 

Lexii — 

Li pail 

• — Smvrna 


Tea — 

Hair, Horfc “ 

li un un 

* Hemp, Rough 

Hides, Indian * 

X Ox or Cow ‘ 

hide, w 1 ought 

Iron, H:ir * 

Kelp ^ ^ 

Linens. — Cambneks 

Canvas, ITeflens ■ — 

Spruce _ ■ — 

Dam.dk Tablin'/, Siiclia 

Drilling ■ 

Gentian y, Narrow — 

Ruiii.i, Broad, above 22-J 

above 3 if 

. above 36 

Nariow . — i — 

Towelling and Napku 

Mann fad a red A nicies ot Iivjia 
JVIats, Rufli.i ~ 

"** liars, Chip 

Oil, Ordinal y 

Sal lad 

— — Tiain ’ — 

Paper, I ool leap 

Pictures — ... ~ 

Piece Goods of India.-" Callicocs 
* Mullins 

Nankeens 

Prohibited 


Saltpetre 

Vox** XL* 


Net Produce, fubjeft 
to the Payments 6* 
Bounties and Ma* 
nageincnt. 

jC* f', ^ 

— i,9?G 2 o 

— 24,671 17 6 

_ - 788 1 6 

— 10,607 o 5 

— 9 ,<> 7 2 O 6' 

6,180 3 3 

— 18,162 * 4 

— 12,643 i * 

— 11,656 3 8 

— M9* 7 10 

— 1,448,193 *9 ,5 

— 118,699 4 1 

642 16 • o 

788 12 6 

— 118,209 4 5 

— 1,562 o 5 

— 7,600 11 8 

1,132 9 * 

— 3,297 14 0 

. — 146,284 7 id 

. — 1 . 567 C4 7- 

— 1,190 *9 9 

— 2,430 4 3 

— i9>9‘7 *7 6 

— 5,1 093 1 11 

— 1 , 3*7 7 10 

— 2,176 18 * 

— 49-353 4 9 

— 21.354 ! 7 * 

— i,7 1 7 i* 7 

— 3-997 19 4 

— 4,701 6 (1 

1, 03 5 11 

— 3> "73 6 11 

2,836 11 5 

— 2. * 7 ° 3 5 

— 13,686 19 t 

— 5,118 19 < 

— 1,612 10 c 

— 1,353 9 1 

— 937 4 *> 

— 21,473 10 1 

— H3,474 17 

— n ,647 17 

— 14 > 3=7 18. 

8.; 6 iq 



. 522 


PARLIAMENTARY 


A. 179 i 


CHARGE. 


SPECIES OF GOODS. 


Seeds, Clow 

Shells, Mother of Pearl ~ 

Silk, Bengal, Raw 

China, Raw — 

— — Italian and Turkey, Raw 

— - Thrown 

Skins.— Bear, Black — 

Beaver — ■ — 

Calf, undrefs’d 
• Tnnn’d , — 

I>eer, in hair — 

Kid, undrefb’d — 

Marti ti — 

SnufF - — ■ - — 

Spirits.— Brandy . 

Geneva — 

Rum — 

Stones, Blocks of Marble 

Tar 

Thread, Sifters — 

Tobacco — 

‘ Tow - 

Turpentine 

Wax, Bee3 

Wines, Cuftoms only, — Canary 
i'icncit 
Madeira 
Portugal 
Rhenifh 
Spanilh 

Wood.— Balks 

Battens 

Boaids, Paling 

— Scaic 

Deals — 

~ Ends . — 

Lath wood — 

Mafts — 

Plank, Oak — 

Staves — 

Timber, Fir — 

Oak - 

Ufers — 

Wainfcot logs 
Yarn, Mohair* 


Net Produce, fubjeft 


*to the Payment of 


Bounties and Ma- 


uagement. 




£. 

/. 

i. 

— 

4 > 3 6 3 

l6 

m 

4 

— • 

‘.S 3 * 

s 

7 

— i 

100,834 

>5 

0 

— 

* 4.854 

4 

io j 

— 

6 . 94 S 

t8 

10 

— 

93 . 7«>3 
2,0 1 6 

16 

6 

2 

O 

... 

1,022 

13 

6 


1,801 

8 

s 

— 

2,604 

1 

9 

— 

3,268 

5 

6 

— 

3 , 8 ‘i 

*4 

0 

— 

3*4 

*5 

8 

— 

868 

*4 

2 

— 

29,388 

l 4 

8 

— 

28,481 

n 

1 

— 

49,086 

19 

10 

— 

‘,434 

*9 

0 

— 

7,387 

10 

10 

— 

*.«74 

10 

T 

— 

* 3 S»*“ 

6 

O 

— 

«,*S 9 

19 

6 

— 

3,068 

0 

5 

— 

3.462 

*5 

1 1 

— 

1,421 

4 

S 

— 

10,465 

9 

10 

— 

12,082 

3 

2 

— 

377*794 

T 9 

11 

— 

3> 2I 3 


4 

— 

75 , 55 S 

6 

2 

— 

2,227 

9 

6 

— 

1 1,201 

l 7 

4 

— 

1,215 

8 

9 

— 

1,222 

11 

2 

— 

** 5 > 4 “ 

18 

8 

— 

3 , 7 i 5 

l S 

5 

— 

3» t0 4 

13 

9 

— 

3»*°7 

l 9 

9 

— 

7,056 

3 

10 

— 

16,764 

1 

& 

— 

54,963 

1 3 

1 

— 

1,051 

5 

6 

— . 

1,106 

0 

3 

— 

3,228 

12 

i 

— 

*,895 

7 

11 



a . ms- 


DEBATES. 


523 


CHARGE. 


SPECIES OF GOODS. 


AHura 

Colls ,j l 

Indigo — — 

Lead — 

Skins, Beaver 

Tin 

Other fubfidy articles 
Coals brought coaii ways 
Wine brought coartways to London 
Stones and Slates brought coartway s 
Surcharges on fundry final! articles 
Intereft on bonds 


Net Produce, fubjeft 
to the Payments of 
Bounties and Ml* 
nagement. 


- 1 



! r 1, *04 

I- • 92.370 

?"S I P,U9 
- 33.^97 

I i tT 347? 

1 4*4 

l w 


Tobacco condemned or fold for the duty — 

Duties on corn — 

Received from the infpe&or of corn returns — 

Duty on wine, fold by the excife — — 

Duties remitted from the plantations — 

Window, or commutation duty, by 24 Geo. III. 
Sundry 1‘mall articles, the duties whereof have not! 
amounted to £.1000 on each — — J 


4*4S3 

- 

5 iM 39 

6,064 

2 >S 79 

7*587 

*3» I2 9 

864 

179 

*4>5°7 

229,848 


Sm 

10 9 

18 10 
8 2 

11 l 

10 6 
.8 s 
7 10 
6 9 
1 11 
n 7 

19 9 
1 6 

16 8 

12 8 
10 8 

13 1 

4 o 

1 8 


280,313 O 7§ 
5,101,206 10 


3 X 2 



$34 PARLIAMENTARY 

i 

DISCHARGE. 

J*y PAYMENTS out of the NET PRODUCE. 


payments out of the Net Produce, viz. 

Bounties — — * 

R.e-p.iymen;s on over entries and damaged goods 
Charges of management — — — 

Money iiiued out of the revenues of Scotland, np -1 
plicable to His Majefly’:. Civil Government j 
Vid Trcafurers of the counties in Scotland, on ) 

account of corn returns j 

’aid into the Exchequer — — 


Infpcftor General’s Office, 
Culloni Houle, London, 
Dec. 1 6th, 179J. 


£■ 


THOMAS IRVING, 
InlprHor Of ncral of the Imports 
and Exports ql Great Britain. 


A. 1795. 


Payments out of the 
* Net Produce. 

£. S. d. 

566,808 6 6* 
41.1 18 Si of 
40;, 625 4 9 

44,929 15 ’ i| 

8oi o o 
4,044,92 t 1; 6| 


5,101,206 10 of 



A. 1795* 


D E B AT E S< 


An Account of the Total Net Produce of the Duties arifing from 
the Stamp Revenue, that have amounted to ioool. or more* in 
the Four Quarters next preceding the ioth Day of Odlober,' 
1794. : 



£. 

1. 

d. 

Confolidated Duties 

779,866 

9 

1 

Infurance — 

127,201 

2 

0 

Burials, &c. — < — 

— 3> 8i 5 

0 

X 

Hats 

9 . 33 8 

4 

it 

Plate — . 

S3, 24 8 

*7 

1 

Port Horfc Duty 

» 9 6 .339 

18 

0 

Medicine 

12,622 

16 

1 

Game 

39,920 

11 

8 


26,017 

»3 

6 

Pawnbrokers — 

57 1 

0 

11 

Glove . 


18 

3 

Perfumery 

— 3,676 

2 

3 

Judge* Duty — 

1 

M 

VA 

va 

OO 

8 

0 

Bills 

110,973 

7 

8 

Receipts ■ — ■— 

— 43,581 

4 

2 

Additional Game, 1791 

— 16,991 

1 

3 

Attoinies, 1794 

9>*95 

9 

0 

Apprentice Duty 

7.675 

7 

11 


1,410,867 

11 

10 


Stamp Office, 

T4thO£lober, 1794. 

J, LLOYD, proCompf. 



EXCISE.-— An Account -of the Total Net Produce* paid into the Exchequer* of the Duties of Excift in England and Scotland t 
riiftinguiihing, as far as poffible, the produce on every feparatesArticle, the Duties on which fhall have amounted to x,oooI. or more, 
in the Four Quartera.ending thoioth October, 1794. 


parliamentary 


A. 1795. 
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debates. 


m 











JAMES WEBB f Accompt. General 


A. I79S> 


DEBATES. 



Vol. XL. 



J3* ' PARLIAMENTARY A. vjgg. 

An ACCOUNT of the total produce paid into the Exchequer of 
the Duties under the Head*of INCIDENTS; diftinguifhing 
(as far as poffible) in each Branch, the Produce ou every feparate 
Article, the Duties on which (hall have amounted to One 
Thousand Pounds, or more, in the Four Quarters ended 
the ioth October, 1794. 


Confolidated Salt — 

Ditto . Letter Money 

Letter Money, 1760 

Seizures — 

FirftFiuits - 

Tenths ■ 

Hawkeis and Pcdhrs, 1710 — 

Hackney Coaches and Chairs, 1711 

Ditto — 1784 

6d Dedulhon on Pen (ions, 172 1 

. is Ditto- on Salanes, 1758 

Male Servants — 

Female Ditto — — ■ 

4 Weel Carnages — • 

2 Well Ditto 

Carts 

Horfes ■ — 

HouP*& and Windows, 1 766 

Houfes, 1779 

Ahc nation Duty — 

xol per Cent. — 


£■ 

418,987 13 if 
156,000 — — 
299,01*0 — • — 

18,231 9 a£ 
3,630 — 9{ 
9,9*8 7 11 
2,809 6 4 

11,500 — — 
14,000 — — 
51,342 — — 

rh - r ( 's — 9 

96,137 11 ui 
4,420 8 ir| 
162,825 14 nj 
3 ,650 1} ill 
*, 3 V 6 6 3 | 
108 754 6 — 
340,511 9 4z 

147,007 14 3f 
2,530 15 4 

86,983 5 6 


The produce of Dutic t undo, i,ooo 1 , within the 
iamc Period, amounts to — — — 


2,014,002 6 9* 

2,652 12 7I 


2,016,654 19 si 


* 



A. 1795 - 


DEBATES. 


Money paid by Lieut. General Chriftie, Deputy 
Quarter Matter General in North America, 
on Balance of his Account from 1 7 <7 to 1 766 
Ditto by E^jhrard Robeits, Efq., Firft Clerk to 
the Clerks of the Pells, for the Refidue of 
Exchequer Fees for the confohdated Fund 
Ditto by Charles Long, Efq., for Intereft on 
187,0001. for Annuities — — • 

Ditto by George Rofe, Elq., for Pott Fines from 
1775101788 — — 

Ditto by James Ballard, Efq., on Account of the 
Woicefterfhne Militia — — — 

Ditto by Kcnder Mafon, Elq,, Executor of Render 
Mafon 


Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 


by James Rufli.ll, Efq., on Captain Robert 

Baltoui’s Account — — 

by Wm Chamberlayne, Efq., on Account 
of Daniel Ch inner deccafea — ~ 

by John Fenwick, Elq., for the Carnavon 
Militu 


by Chudc Scott, on Account of Wheat, &c. 

iold for Govei nment — 

by the Fall I non Company, in Part of an 

Annual Sum of 500,0001. 

by Robtit Bitfett, Elq f , on Account of the 
Aimament, 1793 — - - — 

Ditto by Fludycr and Co, on Account of Cloathing 
fold for Government ■ — ■■ - 

Ditto by Abiaham Ntwland, Ffq , being the Sur- 
plus alter paying off the Principal and 
lnteiett upon Exchequer Bills, made forth 
by virtue of an Act 33 , Gij. tij. R». for 
enabling His Majetty to lflue Exchequer 

Bills 

Imprett Money rc-paid by Jofette Murray, Exe- 
cutnx of Richard Murray, late Barrack 
Matter 111 Quebec — - — 

Ditto——— —by the Right Hon.Welbore 

Ell*, late 1 rcafuicr of the Navy 


£• 

6 ,s 16 

1,368 * 
•»0 S3 *3 

3»S9* 4 
141 1 

5*959 — 
49 * 
9,467 xo 
500 — 
40,000 — 
450,000 — 
2,000 — 

8,7*+ *7 


51 * 

t. i. 


4 

!• 


I# 


II 


*3.348 * 


5*4 *4 
7,842 15 


7! 


35*, i8 4 6 

2,016,654 19 


It 


2,368,839 5 1 of 


Exchequer, $ie 15th 
Da) of November, 1794% 


Examined, 


GRENVILLE, 


END OF THE FORTIETH VOLUME. 




BOOKS Printed for J, IS- 

Oppofite Buruncton-Hovsb, Piccadilly* 




This Day is pubhfbei, 

MJMBFR)'XIV. of the DEBATES 'of the PRESENT 

Revlfed and collated with the Notes of fevetal Members* 

T HE PAKlIAMP \ I ARY RFGIoiPR, or, the Uiftary of tfct 
Proceedings' Jhd Debates of LORD 5 and COMMONS; contain- 
ing an Account of the mod mterefting speeches and Motions, atuhemfe 
Copies of ill impoiiant I etteis md Papers laid beftne either Houle aurift# 
tiic PRE d\T SESSION ^ 

# # * The Editors Jlatm t be mj elves thatthefe Debate r, which they home the honoskf 
to puflnt to tbi Publte, -util fully prove the earmft dejirg tbty entertain to ail 
up to tl l n i dtftmgu Jht d Patronage they bate fo long experienced T**ey 
hazard little tn the opinion , that the queflion involved tn them, is of the juft 
niter eft an l i/nportana , and, it is pit fumed, they *wtU not hazard left, m 
e\prefftng that rnofl fangumt hopes , that ftom the Copioufnefs of Detail, the 
hid Ut\ of Argument, and the Accuracy of kxpt * on, mith which they Alt 
gt ni y th j t til aft r la i/i rx jupeuor giattfi anon to the Public Mind 
Thu I 1 urf v as or’qin dly undertaken at the Itjue of federal Ptrfins of dtftin - 
gu jbe t ih iht ics and tank, from vuhofi communications and patronage tt has 
deu vtd Jcculiar ad *1 antagt s The favoui able reception tt has me t with during 
tie Jon la ft an l pufint Pat It aments, while it demands the rnofl grateful at- 
kno jjlcdgnu nts of the Editors, treoutages them to piojnute a cont mdition of the 
tht /am, du tng the pitjentjt I fit for this furpofe thej beg leave again tn 
fohen tit ajjiflavLt of then / rm It tends, and every other Gentleman* AJirtff 
attention ti dbe pat l to all then cjmmands and favours , not *i util any ajjfdutty 
or ca c be waning t > prejt r zt tl at truth and accuracy, jot which this work has 
hithttto / xu dtftinguijhcd 

1 he PARI I AMEN TAR Y REGISTER of the Fnft, Second , Thirds 
and houuh Scllions ot the pkfmm Pariiament, hum 1790 to 1794, tn 
tv clve toluints, o£hn o, Puce 5) 14s. 6d half bound md lettered. 

ihc PARLi \MF N I ARY RFGIST.ER, lrom the Gtncial Election 
In 1780, to the Dillolunon of Parliament in 1784, in foui teen volumes. 
Pi KC5l hilf bound and letteicd 

The PaRI IAMFN I ARY REGISTER, from the Geneial Fh-aion in 
1784, to the DiHolution o* Pirhament in 1790, in thiiteen \ olumes. Pute 
61 12s hall bound and leti end 

The DP BA IPS and PROCEEDINGS of BOTH HOUSES of PAR* 
LI 'VMkNl, fiom the yeai i/43» to the year 1774 Pnntld umtormlyto 
bind with ihc Parhamentaiy Rcgifler In leven large volumes, 8vo. 
Pnee al. m 6d halt bound and lettered 

* t The f* vc ral fugitive Publications of the Proceedings of Parliament, during 
this long and mere fling Period, have been afftduoufly colie fled, and carefully col- 
lated xc th tht Jouri als Of the Commons, there has been only one imperfett Cot- 
It If ton pubhfhed, which is become very fcarct , and of the LORDS, there has been 
no Publication whatevc r, txu pt a few detached Papers Tb/s Work is intended to 
Jill up an rmpottant ( hafm tn the PARLI AMEN 1 ARY HISTORY of Great 
Britain — Chandler's Collett ion of Debates ends in the Teat 1743, and the P <\R- 
IIAMKN1ARY REGIb l ER commences in the Year 1774, During this 
Inti rval, there is no Account of the Proceedings of Parliament that can be relied upon • 
Preparing for the Prefs, ip olXTERN VOLUMES, 

Price Six Guim as, half bound and lettered, a new Edition, with confidcrable 
Addition*, of The PARLlAxMENTARY REGISTER, 

Trom the General Election in 1774, to the Diflolution ot Parhamentin 
j7?o , revifed and collated with the Note* of fevet il Members, and with 
the Journals ot Parliament 

l hoft Noblemen and Gentlemen who may be pleafed to patrohife thJA 
Collection, are refpettfully intreat&'to tranfmit their Name* to 
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I n UlSEffT) or t6 thetr Tdpe&fte Ito©kftttrtt.~~*-»No Money toill 
* received till the Delivery ot the Work, which will be immediately 
; flit to Prtfs on the Receipt ot 250 Subscribers* 

A NARRATIVE ot the BRITISH EMBASSY to CHINA, in the 
Year* 1392, »7 Mp *"d 1794* Containing a faithful, interring, and im- 
\ partial Relation of the various CircorfirtMices of the Embaffy h>ith accounts 
of the Customs and MaVheis of the Chinese, and a Ik, crlption of the 
^ | 3 ©unta 1 > Towns, Cxtus, Ac. Ac. By ASNEAS ANDERSON, 
jiien m the Service of his Excellency Earl Macartney, L\ B. Ambatraior 
7 fee an iw Kihg of Great Britain to the Emperor of China. Elegantly 
* julaied in one Volume, Quarto, Price One Guinea in boards. 

THE FIRST and SECOND LETTERS frtim EARL FITZWIL* 
* HAM to the EARL of CARLISLE, folly Exvlanatory of His 
^Conduct in {rbland on a late important and memorable Event. Price 
* ii each 

Mr. FOX*s SPEFCH in the House of Commons on the Stats of the 
dilAtfo'N| Mkich jty, 1Y95. second Edition. Price is. 

A QSjERV whether Certain political Conjectures 'and KeftedV’ons of 
* 29 Hr, Davsnant, in 1699, be, or be not, applicable to the pVefent Cnh?« 
* <Vtce 1 a. dd* * 

The WORKS of JOHN HALL STEVENSON, Bfq. containing Craey 
’Tales, Fables for Grown Gentlemen, Lyric EphllCs, Pa ft oral Cordial, 
*pbmil Puke, Maearhrty fables, Lync Comblattons Moral Tales 
Mobklfll EpHaphS, Eflfiy On tfte'King's Friends, Ac. Ac. including fever.il 
rPovMB, now ndt printed from the Original MSS. with Notes, and a 
ff’gRl&O* by the Editor *, iUtiftritCd whh a View of Ci Jfcy Cafile, and the 
^RBdpBeUatflDti, engraved by Milton; elegantly printed in Three Volumes, 
Pi ice 15s. inwards. 

MEXIONS for !a PAIX> address & Mr. Pitt, et aux Fran^oi*. 
Phce is. 6d» 

; AUTHENTIC STATEMENT of the Proceedings of the Romav 
iCatSfOLtcs of Dublin, April 9, 179s, on receiving the Report of the 
Delegates appointed to prdfcnt the Petiton ot the Roman Cat ho. 
Eica'io his Majefty. Price is. 6d. 

A FULL. REPORT of ku the PROCEEDINGS on the TRIAL oi 
C Barot his MajilSty^ Court of King** 
n High Treason: containing 
r ... „ % . General, Meflrs. Pqnfonby and 

Cut fan, With the Documents^id Letters at full length given in Evidence ; 
*pd Alfo theTdouilltion apd verdict, with a Copy bt a Paper found in the 
< %Cket of ihe Pfifouer dftef tea decciOc. Price |s. 

‘ A COLLECTION OF STATE PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE 
.WAR AGAINST FRANCE g^ewtyw On by GREAT BRITAIN, 
‘pjeveral dthfcr EUROPEAN POWERS; containing Authentic 

Remonftrancos, 

Official Letters, 

‘Parliamentary Fapi% 

Lohdon Gazette Accotults 
'bf’hc Wir, Ac. &c/*c. 
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fcble Rents* dated the 6th ot I ebriun, 1792, 4to Puce 14s 111 boards, 1 1 - 
Juftritcd with a Section ot 1 frugal, tnd a 74 pun ^hip, is built in His 
Majeity $ Yard* and mother on 1 pi in as propoftu by Mi Sn;d rials, Sur- 
vey oi to the J« itt Tndi t Com^ my 

* m * lhe vbovc* RJbPORl contains, mcientand pcftnt State j 1 LhcOilc 
Timber inbmjland, I iwsrclitivt toTmihu, on im rtt Pi ipf t* * > <*n l to 
the Royvl Foicfts, Piogrdlivt C onhunptiou ot I imbtr, anif nuiluly 
toi navil Purpoft* , Supply of nu il Iimbei, and oiher Ad Hole 

expected trom the Improvement ot the 1 or Its , Mt u o>. \ n„ W rite 

in the ( otifumption of n t\al Timbci, md of piovidrn *)ubhitutf in Lit 
ci a Sc irt ltv oi Oak <■ 

RFPOkIS ot the COMMISSION! RSonthc CR*;WN ] Whs, t'i 
the APPLNDIX 1 S, and a copious* IM)b \ to the whole* ca^lctt, 1 1 
7 vol> folio 

CBSBR\ A 1 ION- on the * \M> l IVbNUl ut tin CR(WN,iu 
tPimn r rh< On, in uut lints (t tin. J md Revenue ol 1 lud Or 1 1 
inniM Acttiliois ti , ant Alit uhons ot, th Crown I uids t it '•tat' 
of tht Rev unit Mi i^tinuttoi the 1 t id Ktvcmu Vu ns \ 1 iks 
and Pr< jetts tontumn, tht 1 md Ratnn Vv tli 1 » A\ \ t 1 1 <, * 
tainm^ fevcid lntcntting. Papua on tie Sul ) l i th I 11 d 1< v 
?y the Hon JOHN Si JOHN. A new 1 clition, m oct tvo WiU 1 1 
boards 

the RhPOR I Sfiom the COMMIT 1 1 I Mil SI CRH \ 1 1 t' e H I > 
ot 1 ads and Ct mmoti* on t< itim icditious it eti , t w tit cits ta 
Pap^is lefent i to m Hi \1 nUty’s Mt fi 1 tti th< 121I1 M , j ui 
wh ill ml i \ 1 frnt’d (ft d^d \\\ ) to tin 1 1 mh 1 1 C 1 1 v ** 

cretuy Dundiv, lij on ttu 12th nd 1 th 1 > v s 1 1 tk 1 * V tli, l\ iiij 
JVlajelly sConmnnd, wire ret rrtd , lncludin the sup] I 111 nt md 1 1 \( 
^imiu- of thePiM r * At Price 6s ml mid 

Rh PC R l ct tit lORD^ of ti - COWMI IllnHOl nCH 
p 6 nted tor th< C i ihdi 1 nion <1 ‘ll Mutu 1 lain ti l it \n ill 
i riGN Pi wtaiiovs fnh nttin to Hi* M\| sia s ( tif dti ti , 
Jhvultnce .nd Inlormitjon tluv line colln 1 1 t nt inin th Sj \ j <1 
the I R to Ai-ru and | 1 M il 11 h 1 t I i> 1 1 a 1 t t n# 

Cci uin ^ tht I 1 eels and ( ( id q tun is ot th) lnu, 1 ^ It 1 Vi 1 \ 

and the A\ lsi hnih, is to the g< tu 1 il C ommlki f of th s Ivi 1101 
PubltAicd in 1 S m one 1 r r volume ft ho 

RbPOKJs 1 tin lli SI I 1 C i ml Si CRT l ( OMMIll FbS jp 
po uted to 1 ikt n to l o 1 lit r it n tl t St 1 o tli \ mim 1 < \ 1 it \ t 

J USTK l 111 flit Pi uv im 1 s of bi \( u , d a r, md On si md t in 

cjiinc into tin i vosi s ot the VV\k in tin, C \RN v nt , tn 1 1th (on 
D i ion ot tl 1 Biuush Possi skins in tho c Pa t , w tl \i 1 
tomph m , ) iib* ird 11 17S1, A*. in 6 v ol iuho 

A IOPOCjRAPHK AL DHC.R 1 F 1 ION ot the Wh^lhRN HR 
RI 10 RY of NOR 1 11 AV T MU( \ ten nin 1 h in t Attaint ol 
ifsSul, Chnriue, Ntu 1 il Jiii^oiv, 1 jiihin , \ ntultuu, M inu , md 
Cutfoins , with tn unplt Dtftnji sn i x the C ciilOmStn into w Sell t Ji it 
Country is pvrtit < 1 td Jiv OK)f<f »j 1MI A\ , a f api mi n th \mein 111 
Armvdunn 4 , tnc W11, md Connmll i ci for 1 1\ n out I mds m the II tk 
Settlement" l > which m ultlc 1 the D 1 MLOVI K\ , Sp T LI J vJl > 1 , 
and PRFSI M S f Ail of M N I UCk\ , mi tn 1 tow uds the 

'lopou'mhy md Nttin 1 Hntvn oi tint nupoi tint C mu i\ 

Aim, 1 I lie A))V jiN J URh S 1 1 ( ol UAMJbJ BOON, one of tl e full 
Setters, compicl ending tv ay import mtOtcummt in tlu Pont c d Hi/kty 
of that Piovim< 

a IheMfhUlHS of tht PIANRASHAW COUNCI T f li, t d it Poll 
St. Vmunt Apulia, 1-^4 

3. An ACCOIIN 1 of the INDIAN NATIONS inhibit within the 
Limits of-tht 1 nu teen United States, their M innei s and ( uftoiu , nd Re- 
flexions on tht 11 Ougin, by JOHN l II SON. Tht It cond I ditn «, wifcli 
conlideiable Addition^ illuftrated with coirtX Maps ol the Wdtwn ler- 
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ntory of North Amcuca, and of th** Stiteof Kentucky, as du ide»l mt# 

C ( unties, fiom the lutelt Sui vc)s, with a PI in ot the Rtpids ot the Ohio, 
hue /> m boaids. 

■VNJ* ibovc Work contains i lttirttin., inhumation itfpechng the moft 
ccn inu a ind expeditions methol ot trued ru> into the intenoi Paitsof % 
A 1 1 ml I, tm » the Matures to bt jutfutd m purchahng land, and 

II ii t ig u the ir ipolitions which h ue long been \ i tdifcd bv Land-* 

jebieri, t ot mint hon'd! c e t It r And, ns lmpobtiuns lute 

pr nod n t n i 'Ctul tioin i be 1 1 1 enei ihy entcitmud by Purch del's of 
<h e\ti i rdmjiv iN^tihtv ot ill tin s< il upon the Water? ot the Ohio, it 
iiiteululvd ft iibcs Jh it D iu i t (< mti), m d points out the Veins of 

a l ir> 1 b 11 uid nonj p i t c 4 tin Wcffcrn 1 erutorv ot America. 
COM II si 1 \R1 i s on th (ONsHIUIlON ot the UNillvD 
* 1 V 1 ! ot AM] RH -V, in i h th m. unf Id d the Pi mciples ot Tree 

(in in t nt, m l the in mui tcl\ tut i sot Re public inilir dunoitltiatedr 

R J W U SON, I t I) i > i o llor m I ews m the Colltge and 

hm eilny <f the ( ( mmo ivu ihh ol Pi nitjUimi, om of the \truciito 

hid rs ot tlu ujunK Com t ot the Oniten Stucs, uid nppou t*d by the 

I id tin i, » Pcmdvlviim to toiin i J)i id ot the i iwsoi t'ut ^titet 
in I by iI\Al\s M‘ 1 vh \N, I J D Chit fidtiu of the Icnnnon- 
" tl t f P n (vlvn i I Ik whole ixtiaJ d Uoi i I)< oue'., pubhthed m 
P 1 1 c i h i l v 1 I l«v l Pi u 

I nt ' \VV1IP\S of the AMj RIC \N Pllll ( v OPHlCAL 
0 ( 1 1 i , h H it Ph ! 1 1 1 | h t, *or p i motin* tiff till Know lid * 

Pi n i mb \ < , ill dliate Iwithlix h ngi is n\ t > >? vol 3, *.to 

Pill d Ij It i, Pi inu l in 1*93 l lie two former volume s mav be had. 
Pie il 1 6 1 bund 

( > ntl n n win ai m pod li >11 of thetwohift volumes, aie iefpe‘1- 

1 Is ill itt f t > c 11J let th 11 lets 1st irU is pc 111 hi 

Ih \MI RIC AN iv \ l 1 NDAR, ot UM lbl) M A II SRI GIbIFR, 
f 1 

\ W Pun HIK , N w \flRK, V 1 1 GIM\, 

I mi n r, N W hRSEl, k Ml 

I\ * e T ir s 1 r 1 , Pt \' s\ 1 \ ani \, Norim Csruima, 

1 i; 1 .>, Dir\u\Ri, hiuiH ( uolina, 

( ' 1 t , M \ » v 1 \ms, And Gj uroia, 

I t> 1 11 /]j, fob 1 ntiniicd \wi \m\, iiid will be eaicfully 
<1 t I t th Lime el Puhl t »tion Pi nr as 6d Iivucl 
I J 1 l \ p f 1 f tbi* n [dement, and *tir bt*it hultlejatis- 

fr 1 nt n t tin j -*e // 1 1 iutiy of undertint fartnuhns , njpciltng the la<u,s, 
tf nl , a id t) p Id wfhtuti ns *J tht\ nfitn* itnpue , th knoqvftdi t 0/ lohtcb 
il t juhl n / ntl a uji ) rut tajil\ ub ait c l. 

Monthly Review f >r Nov 1794. 

Ih- rOFDh R AT CONSTI 1 L 1 ION ot the UNII 1 D Si YT ES ot 
AMT RIC \, \ 1 ted 11pm m a C onvjniion of the Siam-* in 1787; 

1 h ti Aiilrviio s and Addi tions tint h i\l beemnide Imee that 
P id, id the Oidet ot 0 Iime ot 1 itiljing the Co^ p 1 1 1 ui ion. To 
m h is idded, m Appf ; dix, containing the Acts palled by Congress, 

1 t k to the ( onsiiil iion. 'I he Ihnd Edition, with tonfideiablc 
\ 1 1 1 1 >ns Pi ( e 2s <5d 

III HISIORN (( the ORIGIN, PROGRLbb, md 1 FRMIN \T10N 
of the AMbKU AN WAR. By CHARI hS bTEDMAN, h(q who 
iened under Su W Howe, bn H. Clinton, and Muquis Coimvalhs. 

In 2 ve'a iimito, lllu/hatcd with 15 plans, he* Pnu 1 w u Guinta* 111 
bo ids 

T*is is th hjl Jhjluy if the American Wm that has yet been fubhjbed , the 
m (l ra idid, fati\j 4 'stand compiehrnjwe, both nx.it h tegaul to Incidents, Ttatif- 
s hnt and Ei etns, and th yt nit alb tenjos that , atntdft numbetlefs Particulars, di « 
a 11 / it eir Selul m * F no i ish Rpvifw, Much, 1794* 

( * ll c l ne not hula fi tv Htjlones relating tu the Amman ft at , bid tiQt q V 
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SEAVATWNS <m Mr. SXBjDMAN’l HISTORY of the A? 
i WAR,, by E*ut< pen. Sir Hj**1 Cumtoi? te K. B. in 4jj>. Price an. 
.x mwRxTcmrtoN** narrative of h.» c<£wjct m 

ITH AMERICA} pnrticulaily relating to the utifoit inr *Mfw of the 
“■*W lit 17 ft* with an Appendix, &c«— .MA?,?T$ CORN- 
ANSWER to SIR HENRY CLINTON’S J^WATI V K 
I> 8 . CLINTON’* ORSBRV A TIONS on MA l$.UIS CORN WAL- 
V ANSWER t in one vol. fro. Price 8 s. half-bc<tA<i. 
k>WS of the UNITED STATES of AMERICA, containing alio the 
All COnitinition, tlw. Treaties exifting between the United States and 
(gn Nations, and the feveral Indian Tribes \ alfo, the Declaration of 
‘*nc% a£d iundry Rcfoivee and Ordinances of Cnngttfs under the 
stionj The whole collated with and collected by the Orioin al 
LSI ih the Or pice of the SrcatTAXY of State, agreeably to a Re- 
e of Ccmgrefsj paffed Feb. 18 , 1791 , to which is added a complete 

IX. 

.* Gtntk0tn dtjitm s »/ cvttinwng ibe abmt V»k iviB b( fiUafed njigfdfy 
«»y. Defrett, t>r ihtir re/feijivt Baoi/ellers. 

. INCOME and EXPENDITURE ot the UNITED STATES of 
;AMt&^A,as,|Htefeiited to the Howes of RepeEsirta rivrs in fundry 
.£hi mates and Statement* relative to the Appropriations tor the Service of 
*thc Year item By Ab>*ARbEH Hamili or, K,tj. Secretary to the 1 rea- 
Tbf the wnifedtSMSss of America. 1 o winch is added, 1 he REPORT 
I CONGRESS of the UNITED STA'I r,S of AMERICA on the N A- 
b «tid EXTENT of the PRIVILEGES and RES1RICTIONS of 
,(khe COMMERCIAL INTERCOURSE of the UNITFD STATES with 
FOREIGN NATIONS, and the Mcaiurcs proper to be adopted for the 
Improvement of the COMMERCE and NAV 1 GA 1 ION of the fame. By 
Thomas jefterfon* Efq, Secretary of State. Price is. fid. 

-The AMERICAN COMMON PRAYER BOOK, and Adminiftration 
«£ the Sacraments and other Rites a»d Ceremonies, as revifed and propofed 
*80 the Ufe iS the Proteftant Emfropal Church, at a Convention of the faid 
Chuich in the States of New YorE, New Jerky, Penniyjvania, Delaware, 
MMlEdi Virginia, and SoutJi-Carolina, held in Philadelphia, from Sep- 
! timber jy, to Oct. 7> ‘ 7 * 3 - To which is annexed, a COLLECTION of 
PSALMS nod HYMNS. Pr. 4 *. in boards. 

'The HISTORY of the PROVINCE of NEW YORK, from the Firft 
Difcovery. To which is annexed, a Dekription of the Country, an Account 
- Of the Inhabitants, their Trade, Religious and Political States, and the 
CqnfliWtitm of the Courts of Jufiue in that Colony. By William Smith, 
'AfM* Price ds, 

^ v s on i nttrefti n g Subj^a, of PUBLIC LAW and COMMER- 

ICY anling 1 from AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE. By 
tee Cfudmen, Eiq. Author of “ Political Annals of the Revolted 
- — 1 ,” It?. Ac, PVke js. 

^—-^RVATWNS on the COMMERCE of the AMERICAN 
STATES, by John, Lord Sheffield. Pike 7 s. boards. 

S ure ontho government am *' laws of the united 

of AMERICA, adctaeSfed totus Excellency. Jottit Adams, 
/rop» the tmtech of the Abbe <U Mably, with Notes by them 

The REMEMBRASTCRR t or IMPARTIAL REPOSITORY of 
BUBEIC EVENTS, foonv 177 $> to 17 * 0 . The AwIxi.cam- Wax gave 
»Wt to this Wisritriit tnu Every npiwotic Paper ceistfve to that war, 
a**Ub with FjgjjpRn npd’ipvhi- w^etbernqbWbed i% R#»i.axi*os Ame- 

or the American Commu, ate 
bifem Thali^tra of the fcverai Coramand- 
1 , ftefolutiom of the Various Committees, Conven- 


ntc*, fey. the 
fftogaemly I 
teg Pttfan, 
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tlorji, &c. To theft bare beenpreteed, «Wj6jfite of.7 »gy, tP^ SL 
a Collection of authentic Paper* ftfM&ing the "Srota ' 

S >f Hbftimlis, fata the 

i7$4t to the Battle of ^S ^y ^Spjj* 

tfion of Trade to tjte Baft 
moment, of Commercial IJcoi »oft*y* 
lie Asixric Interests of Gx^at 
One Guinea m boaid*. k 
exiting Syflcm of GpvenmWnt in wt/jffltimi 
Poflefhons, and particularly mentions the fuggedlons ubon Wl^cn tmj Bffiaj! 
rangement of the Military Branch was ppltonncd Ull tug Htujte ^ 
Cornwallis, the peruial of it muft afford an mtereftmg 
byftems which are now bringing forward, upon a futyett of fiJ 
portance to the prosperity or the l^mpire, and to the claims 6f fe iplM 
ou$ a body of our feltow-fubjefts, J* * 

The EAST-INDIA KALENDAR, or VIATIC REGISTER, 
Bengal, Madras, Bombay, Fo*t MiRiftoadUGHj C*ftHA> andSflg^ 
Helen 4, for the Year 1795, on a jnore extenfive Plan thA|V any hWWP t 
ottered to the Public ; containing complete and correct Lifts of 
Military, Marine, Law, and Revenue Eftabliftiments ; Cbnftpany’s AfiWw 
at home and ubioad ; with a correct Lift of Rntifh European Subj^CtMWir , 
ding in India, not in the Company’s Service, ftc. Am« ft4h;i6o v emfin» « 
toneCted to tlicprefent Time, including the late Promo^on%batii ^tiUWpf J 

and in India. To be continued annually, price as. lid. ., * 

An ACCOUNT of the METHOD and BXPENQB qf 
TING the SUGAR-CANE in BENGAL} with Calculation! of *{k 
Coft to the Manufacturer and Exporter ; and Suggeftlons/or attract mg #^| 


iiuwjf uiam.14 y**K* uyiufvwivu wh wig, w *r! 

al of it muft afford an mtereftmg wtng&\fon Witty! 
w bringing forward, upon a fi^wof Jotyucfeh 
rity of the Empire* and to the claims df fe ttt&ftWk 


1 EM of ILANDED PROPERTY In BENGAL* Price js 


in®! lUlffol 


■kVl.' ••'- -'if*' 


nopoly of t)ie SUGAR MARKET of GREAT BRITAIN B 
Price v>. 


STRICTURES and OCCASIONAL OBSERVATIONS upon the SY% 
TfcM of BRITISH COMMERCE with the EAST INDlES.i tOwMlfc, 
added, a Succinft Hiftory of the Sugar Trade ill general. Price 4** 
THREE LETTERS on the Importation of BENGAL SUGAR. 
as, 6d. * 

The five preceding Article* may he b?d together 5® one hvge vohpn* 


**, fid. , 

The five preceding Article* may be b?d together in one hvge vohyn* 
Svo. in boards. Price 15s. _ . ' 

A SHORT REVIEW of the TRADR of the EAST INDIACOMPA* 
NY, between the Years 1785 and 1 7,7 » from Paper* before the Hntp* Of 

Common*. Price as, __ „ „%■ 

An INQUIRY with the Situation of the EAST INDIA COMPAIW| 
from, Paper* laid before the Houfe of Common* in *?W 
17005 with an Appendix of Intending Paper*. By Gtetgp CilW^ 

lStSer to fa Right Hon. H$NRX DWAS* on the Sitpatipji 

* f A , L^‘E l j!o < th?®t HENRY D$7ftDAS,onttw Statement 
of the Affine* of India, jafely puhiifted by Qwrge A«Urfca» Eftt* $f 


^I^BU^I ! »?felf?in Weftminfter Halt, on the 18 th and ajttibf 

» & -* ***'*«**' 

tpf Government of Bengal, and 



Boils pi titled fur J. DJn’if. 

(Tie Countiy I’oihm jnct *t*r lTor.£>iUBii tli' - tnr Tndh Com« 

P \vy*s StRVAN j s jn ft \ ot" 3 vu Price il r6s. in bonds. 

AftTlCI E* oi IMPLAC 1 1 MEN I i#unft ^'\ppin IUsiim^, 1 I A . 
with Mi. Hashing *s AN^WI R, in i \ r 1 Putt ts. in boa^i*. w 

REPORT fiom tin Committee ot the Iloidc oi ( ummoar *ppo nted to 
fafpett the I ORDS JOURN XL 4 *' in relation to then Pi<yvf ln b p on the 
Trial ot WARRIN llAMINGS, Mcj md t.> Kp/u/nt th > find 
fheior to tin Houfe w lnc.li ( ommittu w< ri th** M r t«f ippoinftdto 
male «Ood tl\c Ai ides ot I nipt iclmicnt i n amft ihu^md Warn n 11 
Elfj March, i ;y v Priu *s / 

OBshkVAIlONs on the Rl PORI of th C^IMUIH ipp>. d 
to icport the C luh ^ ot the Delay , *n the Ii» l ot W VRRFN H \S 1 1 \Gs, 
Efq. Pi ice is 6d. 

Rl M IRKS on the OB^I RV \1 IONS on the REPORT oi the COM- 
MtTM<I on Mi. HAMI\GVs TRIM Pr ui 
SUBSlANCh of the SPh hill ot tin Ri h* ilonrii. Me hi MIN’D 
BURKF, in the Honh (it Commons, on ill 23d ot Mi), i, s m AN- 
SWER to u i tain Obiei vatioiiM»n tin Rcpoit ot tl e ( omunttce o Mana- 
gers, much nting that Repot l to have been a f IBbL on tlit JLDGLb. 
With a rjefact, b\ tie 1 chtoi Price is 
TI 1 E HEAD') ot the PI PCHot tin Ri lit Hon III NU\ DFM)V, 
Tebiuary 2j, 1793, un Mating the Alitu> ot th< hilt Jnd 1 Loin my. 
Price 3s 

The DFBAIF in the WOUM of COMMONS Jmv 20, 1 9,, 1 n the 
Motion of 1 hanks to the M mi cis ow the ImldWi H illm e •> P»k -s 
SKETCH of the DFBAU 11 rh« HOl/Sl ot ( OM MONs, on luilin 
the Bill tor tlie C ont nuat on >t the CHARI PR of i’t Hm INDIA 
COMPANY, M iy 2 >, i 7 ;o. Pine is 6d 
OBSPRVA IlONs 01 ih (ONDITC 1 of \Ti.lO\ in tic In, call- 
meat ot Mi IIVSllNOs Pum is 6d 

H^ADSotMi FRANCIVs bi Pi dim Reply to Mi ALKliARY 

DUND \s, Apnl -2, 1793 

I F 1 "I b R from Mi t R \NC T S to tlif bte 1 ul ot GUI H ORD o 1 
tlu Renewal ot the 1 ill Indu Lompmy s thntwi, with m Ajpcidi\. 
Price 

CONMDFRMIONs on IM)'A AD AIRS pu mil tlv lctyur 1 •* 
the pieh.nl St m ot N I 1 id it*» Dipt 11 hints, w h iMip d th »f 
Cumiuics, cliuri , fiom ictuil muys By \\ illnm C >its, Me »ch in', and 
Aldeinunor Ind^c ot the Hon the M iyoi\ Cumt ot 1 il utta. In two 
lar«c Volumes, yu. 

AIM! ER tiom m OI 1 LCER 111 INDIA to hib Corrlspondin r m 
Bn c l l^s D, 4to Pi 11 c 2> 6d. 

A COT r hC I ION of 1 inch cftecin.d T R ACTS on INDIA AFFAIRS, 
from 1/81 to 1794, in 6 \ ols Svo. Price il. 2s ]i ill bound and Ictuicd 
IIISTORV ot the IRbNCH REVOI V 110 N lo whth is add d. 
Political Rtfleumns on the State of Ttaicc, and 1 Clu molo > ui the 
prumpal Dctr^cs, an! runirkibie I vents diyin^thc Stting of the C n- 
nittient N ttional AticmbJi i 1 mH ite 1 fiom tfic I icmhol I r R VBAl 1 
31 . hTIhNNh, bv JAMhS Will i l , l U\. I Jic kcond Elition. Puce 
55. in boards. 

“ Wc bine no doubt oj thr Julchty of M Jl itc *3 7'nrjhtton, anl <v e tannot 
but think that evtn ihofe per/ont, ixbo ate ut fa<voutall\ Jijpoji d vru. it Is the hunch 
revolution, way he tntet tamed at, l uihrmnl by the perufal *of this *i dum*?* 
MoMhi Y I in w, \\ f c ndi\ to vol 8, 1792. 
u We have t*ar bribed much from thnauthoi, *wh) dcfu<its gnnth mi upward 
And attention . It <s an able nanah'ii, ^ cm tally J t u ions , and *fu . jud ciousS* 

Cr trie vi Rtvnw, Oft 1792. 

The CONFESSIONS of JaMES BAPT 1 S 1 E COU 1 Y AU, Citizen of 
Prance^ Wr t f cn by hunielf. Irunflated tiom the Onginal 1 lench, by 
Ro^sfci* JppntpM, Jb,fq. 

TWuftratcd by Nine Engravings, in Two Volumes. Price 8s. in boaute. 



HolI 5 pi fated for J. Debt at. 

T I TTI RS from PARI'*, wmtcn (lifting the Sumtner of 1791 and 
iiluftr-ttc ii \\ th uu’u mt fcngiaung, reprc'cnttrig the Captuieot I oui® 
; VI it \ Ji^rn s In 2 io)s Putt it 11 Dearth 
*%JLl ftrT- \i v * “t * f L( I tints 1 nb a s uat J t of P 7 afure f andean re* 
comm r l if enh'^th < nit knee vir Rnuhts, ubo null not b difapf (anted in, 
tt , 1 ilt/ht 0 \ / k Jr e* fait aniauiu tn Account (f iht pwuipul Tranf* 

n 1 its that ba-W'iMen fhu tn hatce duun% th lad tuo ftan, or <UjwM 

i/h t be (tnc rtV/Mj' tt l a tb r 1 State of tU Ait>, of Lveiu*un, or Lear, ted 
Tun tn i C unt§ 1 hu // bn t l inly ban t \[>oJed to ft * t h Danger qnd 
t 1 9 \ Pukoi \\M\< J me 179$. 

I lie ^^KlfotM fyd i R, a n Mectm„ ot th* Ail mblv ot No- 
t 1 tVuiii s, Not \ 1 k 1 1 a his drk 1 , the c peethe> of the 

Ki md P 1 K | 1 1 s h ir nil itc ft 11 m tht I iu eh Price is 6d* 

M NhC k> i< 1<1 POP ‘1 1 is M h ( I nlf ui Vi 11 ft\ m Council, an* 

k u n inj mt ml C Inn ( sm ih f 1 1 sc 11 l o siiiuiion Price is fill. 

VI MIKtks WsVVikt 'I Lh C U 0 \i\k s CH \K Oh a 0 amfc 
h m n 1 \H min I the N ink T hiu C i 

II tin t } iu in Vi tic I sit M \t Ui Lcin n uniformly printed in 

c t is , hi »v 1 1 d 1 >mj letc , P 1 t >s in jj ds 

l j i v 11I 1 \i D M k k ii 1 \l » Hi 1 I 01 K, pronounced m 

ti \Iki 1 1\ 1 1 1 u 1 to svii tli is pr h v cd, 1 kc tch ot lm» I ife 

I (1 1 lia Ih l from lit f 1 nth 1 dim 11 01 M ivltjm* by 

) s \\ 1 1 , J hj Mt mt l> pimtulin tevo volumes &\o Pntc 12a m 

Pi ( ^ UlsinRi^i 1 r POIIIIQJTL dcs F\ TNLMh NS arrives 
t 1 C ! it 1 i *5 lit II 1 s v 1 1 1 Pu It ) 1 1 h 10 Aout, 1 /yi. Dcdit «t 

1 ^ n 1 1 \ n f,j 1 11 C> idi N uov^i, dois do ’nivue C tz; *e 

K ) Pi ( 1 

\ 1 V \NM VI ION t t nc 1 1 mt Pnct js 6 } 

P noil) N(,Mn tl( N \ IfONAI CONVENTION of PARIS, and 
rll 1 luthui t I) tui hi t (} t 1 Kt 1 nmViiiu Pr it is 

li h Jill <1 | P l>KI OI, D |)i } in in 1 uu null one to the 
\ nc n il Co n ii n Vv 1 tt< n by flunk d. 1 1 mil itt. i fioni the Trc ich # 

\ I) 1 P 1 ti 1 1 t the Vi * 1 r Pi it l 2 s ( d 

1 ( vUsl th N (Jj Ml 1 M *■ 1 tc 1 ) conihiitt il l>; IRtNClI* 

Mt\ til it I, md 1 kc 1 c lv ) o} i d Pin 2s fd 

i N 1 I kf Si l\(, Al f I O rs* IIP f V or \ RA \( H , ion- 
U 1 n rl iltc 1 1 Lit 1 1 1 In k ^llh t Wit ot 11 it VMnuth di- 

1 u to k h 1 ) k d h 1 r, and. lo mi; 1 ( oni, k* P tt ue ot the 

til ot tl it null mil ill nousMtio 1 1 j tnil^ ] n itr d in 1^0 Vu* 
Unit , im ill 8vo pnct ( ii bonds 

* It is pic (nine 1 rl it I lent y IV will V t bttlci h wi m tin Po tut 
<mn in tlu Woik, ilitnn tic mo(t\ k nn ms mcl diboni Hidor> , 
tin Vim, the Hcio, the km , tlu 1 ithu c f li Pc j , will appear in 
u n 1 jiljnliii tins nicthi d of dub t n 111 1 ath t 1 1 n cut v f 
tkputin^ httl mm tl c r d kttiisbv 1 lut id I i wi 1 jj tile 1 ivc of 
iflufmo s \’ , u d ltndt im^ them prelcnM j 01 vcw 

Li l IH •'ot MON-MhUR mil ot M r c C C VI J b D AR I OIS to the 
kl NO thru I#r th 1, ro viluth is ukk , t’w D cluitm h 1 1 it Pt|- 
mi /, \u , 1 91, Is the kinpuci nd ih 1 1 ot Pudii , and let* 
tt 1 t the Km., from tnc Piincr of C on k and 1 ic Dikes ol Bouibon and 
f* 1 In in Pi u is 6 i 

OIPbRVAIIOM du CHI VALlbR dc la BtMlNA* , fur up Ar~ 
tide infut dans It Vformn, Chronuh Piuc -tS Sd 
CCN DrRMiONS POIH ‘QIJES lur ?a f i-,uc dt s Puiflaiwes de 
L'Eiiio, < ontr( h *\ evolution di Ja luxe Pr ct a 6u 
(.OMPAKAllVJ DISP 1 AV ot th DH b»i\i OPIN'C of 
the molt ( k 01 ited Biitilh Whu rs on ti c 1 b^e * » < Ireit 1 Rt volu* 
tion blt^mtly pined 11 »v\o large volunu s, io)u' St\o. Pmei8san 
binds 

k 'I he following AuthoiSj among many otheis > are quoted m tbe abo>r 



Boots pmlei far J, Dibiett. 

Difplay; Mr. Burk*, Mr. Pmne, Mr. Chuflie, Dr. Pnrftley, Di. Pirr* 
Dr. Thorofon, M. Dupont, Sir Brooke Boothb* , Mr M'lntofb, Mr* Bar- 
Jo*, Mr Rous Mr. loft, Rev. Mr. Narts, Mib Maculay, Mis. Wol- 
Homecraft, &?. Sic. 

RASSURtZ-VOUS, ou EXAMEN dc FETAT de l*PR TRCfTfai 
M. dr Comte de Mantgaillard. Price 2$. 6d / 

INTERESTING LETTERS on the TRENCH RJjWJT UTION, ex- 
tniclcd from the celebrated Works ot M. MAI OUirr /Member ot the 
Condiment AiTcmbly of 1789* Tranflated by WALJfiM CLARKE. 
Price 35. / *’ 

ARGUMENT on the FRENCH REVOlUItfON, and the Means of 
PEACE. By DAVID HARI I EY, bin P i/e is b d 
SUBSlANCE of the SPEECH ot tlu l«ARI ot MORNING TON m 
the HOUSE of COMMON^ on Juefday the 2 ill ot January 1794, on the 
Motion lor an Addicts to His Matefty • Pi Re 1$. 

ALFRE^D’s LETTERS, 01, a Review of the Political Stite of Fu- 
rope to the End of the Summer 1792, as originally pubi f bed in the Sun. 
Elegantly primed in one volume, royal o£t u o. Price 6s m b ”»rds 
OBJECTIONS to the Continuance of the War, examined a ml lehitid 
By JOHN BOWLES, Efq ad Edition. Price is 6d 
The REAL GROUNDS of the pulcnt Wai vuth I ranee. By JOHN 
ROWLES, E,fq. 5th Edition. Puce 2b , 

CONSIDERATIONS on Fabe and Real Alarms By Colonel NOR- 
MAN MACLOED, M P Puce is. 

Mi.BURKE'a SPEECH in the Houle of Commons, on TuHday, I cb. 9, 
2790, comprehending a Diicuflion of the ^situation of Attaus m fiance, 
Fourth Edition. Prue is. 

CASE of the WAR confulered, in n Jcttu to H. Duncovibf, Efq. 
M. P. for the Counts of York, by flic Ki\ W I ipscomi Puce ib 
A SECOND LETTER to H. Dvncombe, Lfq. by the lanu Author. 
Price is 

DOCTRINE of E Q.UIV AT b NT S , or an E xplanation of thoNttme, 
tht Vdue, jnd the Power ot MONEY, together with tlicir Application 
in orLanuing PUBLIC IINANCE. By Gtor 0 e Crawtoid, Efq Pntc 
as. 6d. 

THOUGHTS on the INTRODUCTION and EMPIOYMRNT of 
FOREIGN 1 ROOPS, withuit the previous Content of PA RU AMEN 1 
Prius is 

EUROPE in DANGER, or ui Inqiuiy into the Causes of the Mrs* 
fortunes of the 1 AbT Campaiq v, with the Means of avoiding them in 
future, by the Commencement ot deuh\e Hofhhties, addicted to Mo- 
garths, Mi miters, leaders of their Forces, and the People. Price 24. 6d. 

Sir BROOKE BOO IHJBYS LETTER to the Right Honourable 
EDMUND RURKE.. The 1 lurd Edition* with Additions Puca 2$,6d 
Mr. BURKE's REPRESENTATION to His MAJESTY on the 
BP&ECH from the THRONE-, moved in the Huute ot C ommons, 
June 14, 1784, with a Preface and Note>. Puce 2s. 

A LETTER to the Right Hon, EPMUND # BURKE, in Reply to his 
Appeal from the Old to theNewWbig*. By George Rous, Elq. Thud 
Edition. Pi ice is 6d. 

THOUGHTS on GOVERNMENT, occafiaft'd by Mr. BURKF/s Re- 
Bec lions By Gepige Roiu, E fq Fouith edition, Price 2s. 

RIGHTS of CITIZENS; being an Inquiry into Com* of the Confe- 
mumces ot Social Union, and an Examination of Mr. Paine’* Principles 
fouthmg Ga^eanmoiu* PEice as. 6<L 

a shori Review of the political state of q reat 

BRITAIN, at the Commencement of the Year 1787. Eighth Edition, with 
Additions. Price is 

OBSERVATIONS on the ORIGIN of JACOBIN PRINCIPLES ; the 
leading DiUentet’s Politics; the Neceflity of the Pitfent War ; the Caufe* 

, an* Wtft* of t he late BaaEniytci** ; tfe# Con(hWMiv god Gompten* 



Books prhtei for J. Dcb/eth 

at tins Country; and on JASPER WILSON's Letter tp Mr. PITT. 
Price I s * 

7 he *>PF ECU of the Right Hon. Sir HERCULES LANGUISH'S, &*rt. 
jii tlit ilouie ot Commons of Ij eland, July 1795, on a Motion f <>r a PAR- 
LIaMKW Ak v JREFORM. To winch is annexed, a COPY of the Pro* 
poftd BILL. Pike ia. 6d. 

SPEECH and PROPOSITION of the Right Hon. HENRY FLOOD, 
.11 the Houfe of doitthion*, Match 1790, foi <1 REFORM in PARLIA- 
MENT'. Price x si ' 

Nr HERCULES'* J-AWRISHE'e SPEECH on Mr. FLOOD’S Mo* 
tion to 1 <1 REFORM m PJ^Rl IAMFN 7 , Match 17*5. Pntc is. 

KI PORI ot the Important DKBA 7 E on Mr GREY's Motion, May 6 
aad 7, 1793, foi a PAR LIAMRN 7 ARY RF L ORM. Puce aa/*d. 

CONSIDERATIONS on RRl ORM, by MILES POPPLE.— Pjic* **• 

I lu above five Tract* on Paiitamrutaiy Retorm, may be had together. 
Price ,s. 6d. 111 bond* 

CONblDERAT IONS on the TRUCTURE of the HOUSE of COM- 
MONS .no ot the Puns oi Paktiamin iar\ Ruorm agitated at tl)^ 
I p it it Pay, by the Rc\ . D M PI ACOCK, Price 2s. 

An AN iWKR to Mi. Bui Lx. s Reflections, by M. Du Pont, Pike is. 

A l EL IFR train . MAGISTRATE to Mr WILLIAM ROSE, of 
W ’tclull, in ANSWFR to Mr. PaineN Rights of Man. Price «.6d. 

I he MFR1 is ot Vj. pi 1 I and Mi. HASTINGS, as MINISTERS 
111 W \R ml in I FA( F, mpuluilh contidercd Pi ice 2s 

i HOUvjrU 1 s on tin jrobdile Influence ot the FRENCH REVOLU- 
7 ION on Gie *r hi n un. Pine is 

7 he CA'sE <u L 1 HI I I lie King v John Lambert, and Others, Printer 
„nd Piopuctoi* <f tlif- Mo’ning Chiunivle. With the Arguipenta of 
CoimilI and Ihu'ion <t thcComt, on the general Q^ichion~-*‘ Whether 
“ tl 0 Spend [my m a (aide, fix It Itruck and reduced according to the 
4i suture, Hull be the Jmy to tiy tlic Illue joined between the Parties** 
Pint is. 6d. 

Lhc RIGHTS ot JURIES Defended ; together with the Authorities of 
Law hi Suppnitot thole Rights, and the Objeitions to Mi. FOX’S LIBEL 
BIT l 1 timid. By C holes, F n! Stanhope. Price 3s. 6d. fewed. 

1 J ULI 1 1 ( AT lclamc to tile Al FAIRS ot IRELAND, in 

1791, 1^91, and 179 j, with Fui uks on the Pielent State oi that Coun- 
tiy. B\ Ihcobud M*k«nni, 1 fq. Puce 5s 

A LET'IFk tioin the Right Hon. EDMUND BURKE to Sir HER- 
CUI Ks> LANCrklMlF, Bait, on the lhopriety of admitting the Roman 
Catholics to the Flcftivc Fianthde. 7 he Second Edition. Price as. 

REPORT oi the COM MI 1 1 EE oi UNH F D IRISHMEN of DUB- 
1 IN , to which is added, the Declaration ot tin Roman Catholics ot Ire- 
land, Price »«. 6d. 

ADDRE jS from the G FUNERAL COMMITTEE of ROMAN CA- 
7 HOI ICS, Pi ice is. 6d. 

VINDICATION of the CONDUCT and PRINCIPLES of the CA- 
THOLICS of IRELAND, pubh/hed by Ordei of the Gencial Committee; 
to which is added, a Correct Copy of the Pliiiior patented to Hi% 
Majedv. Second Fdition, Pncc *t» 6d 

SPEECH ot the Right Hon. JOHN 1 ObTLR, on the Bill fcjr 
the Elective Fianchife, Price is <Sd. 

SHORT ACCOUN 1 of the AFFAIRS of IRELAND in 17*3 and iy? 4 % 
Puce as. 6d. 

Mr KNOX’s LETTER to the PEOPLE of IRELAND, on the Ap- 
plication of the Roman Catholics, price is. 

TWO SYSTEMS of SOCIAL COMPACT, and the Natural RigbUof 
Man examined and refuted, Price is. 

A DISCOURSE on the CONDUCT of GREAT BRITAIN, in lefoea 
to NEU 7 R AL NATIONS. By CHARLES, LORD HAW*E$?URY* 
A flew Ediuoo* Eng; as, 4 &. , 



Bools pi in tel for J. Th^ntt 

TUTtR from th<- R -ht Hon CHAR r I s I \MF ■> T^\ tin* 

■woRiin iiMNn n \dim mk.iois-.oI tiiau naiibu** 

ofWl S 1 MlNsThR 14th ] diticn Pro, i 

%t Of th Contents tf a f tt t , *vl hid b t 0 n > hi r i b %ircr l nt n 

its to bin,? am* ed at the LiJ)t l b littm h / rr o < u l h** c in opp iti nt\ rf 

fin Jn <> J W rf cut re 1 hi \ r m n t i ) b ft 1 0 1 t ill r 1 4 f /, 

% b j~ name will be dun t But rs as Ions* a tf tt / nln^ts if th 1 Lnf tu 

mn or* anderf ood t ani tb ir m /? othirt n t ^ 1 < mi 7 l to b cilief, it s 

wholly untie n JJtify for us to t tt m } t a punt \tu ' ir 

^ 0 1 A R t 1 v , } b 1 y- 

c * Mr Fox / it made a p>t m j, and, n / 1 f Id lpp t il tn tn 

Conjhtuents mil the Nation at l it t II 1 v/> e(/s / i ( / *> a j / 

&lte % in a elatr ; n nl\ y ari f i j un r 1 at 1 1 < , 1 t 

wttb fi svjers an l fiq/ms, an t it± e ts tt it 1 It 1 / / l / / s * 

\ \ \ 1 it u K \ 1 \ , 1 b 

SUBS! ANCi 1 of Of M ' V VIIONS 1 il t Si \ I 1 of U PI lit IC 

fNANCl s oi GRh \ l P 11 MN 111 1 S] ( n c 1 ill 1 1 Rl idir 

thi K i k. f oin Bill in tl i i 11 tt * li i , on i 1 ildu, 1 >, 1 91 

Bv 1 1 ru K 4 W <1 1 Pricf 1 < 1 

Hit SUBSI \NU it t < "Pi VC'l 1 th MU9US fl\\ 

DOWN, on Op bn 1 , •79c'* t i i 1 t i\ 1 \ tb s * is 

\ SM ICH o tin khdi fG r t \ 1 U r ) 11 111 ) 

the Cl< le n f th Yen 1 ) 1 / < S \ 1 11 1 1 4 

A f Oi II ( iIG\ Ik K\ 11 IM 1 i'lls 1 ' ’ I U 

one v chime ml iv (h <p jr * 5 1 

A LOI 1Ui> \ ul th 1 1 tf n 1 Pi 1' \ 1 ION 01 ^ 

SPANISH and RUsojl N vkM Wh^ -> In t n v 1 . S t 

Price 73. 6d 

SURVEY of if If * *\ N 1 MP'P 1 iib^tMtpiI t t 

regnlued Siu , 1 1 t 1 n > il 1 mi ( n h iii 1 tl » s 

Cion and Bonn 1 tr j tn ( lptil 111IOH1 bvu 11 it li C tun t 

Manners tnd ku 1 >11 il t! \ 1 11 \ t 1 1 it if ( tl it \ 

I npire, *S£c b lit It It P / /alt * \ th ct M p Pi 1 I 

an Pn^t ivm/ rxl 1 1 njt h \nt ml l 1 it s 1 1 tl I i 1 < n- 

ments ot th it t 4 1 1 > ' \ hn si M l V I 1 ( 1 1 * i 

it m ihe Rul 11, w Hi > fi it 1 1 \ 1 1 , b 1 \M S Ml \ J(^V 1 , 

Chtjlatn to the It it» 11 it 11 i M tt 1* th Uul) , it 1 ( m >r 

Grt it But 11 It ( in 1 mi s 

# # # A It ( j ( s ot t ic lb >\ t ni 1 bt 1 1 1 , n h tic ARV U ml 

UNIFORM > <ttt Kui mi Input, ti u Iv t domed* Pnct its 6d m 

bon Is 

A JOURM ^ 11 the Yen 1/9?, tlnou^Ii Ii\ndiRo, ’pirwr, ind 
t*» UMAX Y, to Swn / 1 t wd Bv ( Isir S\o Puce 6^ in b t c s 
<l Ue tefomnuiJ tl s *f t my t* tl ft. u/ l tf t ay nt <iihj<iu /7 stj nj n 
a ptrftocu tt a*d comftuit knwt lift tf bt ( nnus d a* ba t jo J / ntt\ 

failed tp th attention oj hu op , a t 1 h //«." r to t a p r t t d Ob h 

*f genual ntia/J ’’ h rop \ f »n t j 

AN H 1 SIOR 1 C VI RFTATION of the Otnnn, P» r (s, and i in il 
OtlToluiion of iht Govermm nt of t t Kohiu a An ANs,inrht Noirli r 'rn 
P onme of IIindost »n tt tptl \ from a PtrfiuiM'* ind otlm » 11- 
ginal Papers* By Charlls Hamii ion, l fq A11 ( fitter in tn s 1 
yiu tl Utc llonoLiiablc Li 1 Inlia ( 011*1 111 v 1 tht Ben tl 1 fl d liihmcnt. 

Ill nitrated witba Msp ofHindoifan ‘uw nd hditton Price 6s 
A PLDbSTKIAN 10 UR thiongh NORIH WAlfcs, , n 1 Srri^s 
Of/p tters. ByJ. Hocks, B \ Pntc n 6d 
ODES on PEACE and WAR WnMen by min^ eminent ind difttn- 
suBhed Pcrfon^ , partcularly by W Whih-hfad, Dr R Hurd, 
Bisftofrof Wokc rs ri r* C ANsrrr,W Masov, W Hayi cv, Baron 
MAsrres, Sift James Marriott* Iord CfnitGE Cavendish, Res. 
J>r- PtuwY f R?a, J* Bat?8, John Ta^v, Viscount rn/wi.iiAM, 
you. J* Loud Mouxtjoy, Archdeacon R* RaikisS, 



fit ils frUhi for J . Deirett 


L* ARf JI IhrDuic^r, Di Miciiui Iort* Ftv. Hsk*y 7 Qvrti f 
J UuUtJMLF, C. SMART, J HtV, kD. CHAN Clk! AYNF f J, R^Kfri, 
& \t l*i ic < ,s 

.UOJ 1 .C I ION of much dlecmed DRAMATIC PIM I s, is per- 
iiim d it the Unties Keyal, Drury I \wfi aid Cgv*,*,i G\ki>|W ) 

i lifl * * * 


lii Mmuss i ifoniedy, by 

I i ut Cj n Ci\p V c 
Richard Cat ivSiu fnv, an 

Jld nc il Koniircc ify i i tl " 

I I mh of M 4 i unc \ 

l l Appfaranos, iC )u K, 
lu i 1 fiu n tl e I i uh, 1 > die 
R li f Jl n ( t i C mw iv . 

1 lie I T r 1 1 l lit nilBUK, or l 
I id t ii B ij.dul, i l nee, by 
U In O kf « , I U 
Jh i Mil i^oi ii l n luv t tl 
Jl ill, v uu i 1 »K(( ui , 

% tl \lll< is il Oi VI It 

cc ] | l i l y | P k )1 , t J 1 
i I l I W > Ol l M RtLK 


M\r\, Qne n of Scots, a Irs- 
Ltdv, by the Hon John at. 
John 

Kt c Htnr^ V. a Tragedy 
Avr ti n by shikdpeire, printed 
ronioimibi to the Repiefrnta- 
t o on us aviv d in 1789, by j 
P Kemble, 11) 

An dV ti tint Bnd> Wmi, 
i Connd , wut ten by Shake* 
1} 1 » , a ill \ Relation^, by J, 
P K 1 ubU, l Jq 

1 1 ^ 1 in Limt, 1 Comic Opera, 
h\ I Uuilifone 

lli lunm, a Conidv, by 
Jelq h l \ <1 ardlon, kfq 


ki 1 111 0 | 1 

li inllvji t tn h o Voluni snim P mc 6 fewed 
il MOUN l \ 1 M 11 , 1 PJ i\ , in lli Via, bv Cieor;e Colman, 
t V un r Pi v s 

I* 1 J VWM'lsTN s\>Jl/hRlANL) A Comic Own, by 
' T I Di II v I r 1 M 

lit I 0 \ 1 01 B\ ( t \1 1 N(ji , 1 C on d>, bv Ridnrd Lumber* 

I 1 1 , i Ii t f 1 

lie VN OR I 1 ) 1 n \ \ IT I VC 1 , iLiinelv, b\ John O'Kitflc, hlq* 
1 1 ci 1 6 t 

He ION DON Ur MU, 1 C 111 k, ly John O’ktiffb, 3 lq # 

Pi 1 t IS OJ 

lit I<<> VI) lO kll\, i(i ck, n a bonus Iloluoft* Eleventh 
Min i*i s ( ! 

AL ! \\ \ 1 I H v 1 I NT) \\ l I ! , b Mi ikrfpc 11 r, with Alteia- 

t v l> I P k 1 <, 1 p ilnned it the Ihcitu Royal, Diuiy-Linc. 

P 1 ( t 

JbsJ Is 1 1 M 1 , a ( c it it <) 4 a 1, by 1 110 na Ihulftone rimdkdi- 
tJ n Pr i(l 

Uu IL Gill VP, 1 Con d\, bv Jo! }hl<i inidfjn, Pfq. Puie is fid. 
Ill I!MPls% 1 C me 1 ) by 1 1 utenint (lenuil Bitrgoyne. 

Pine is fid 

1 AM I APPJ ARWCI , 1 C e> lc ly. By tJ t Ri n ht Honouiablc Gc- 
1 1 d C 1 iiw i\ Pi 1 ( l 

ilic 1 VR \1 I OMi , i Comedy, as a’tcicd by J P kernbk, Pfq. 
Pi u is * 

M iRY CfMfNolS.COM, tTii tdy By the lion- Ji hn John. 
Pric ii» fid 

1 i COlf d CAM All, 011 T es M urs du Join, Corned Pir 
M Slu nd m 1 iiduit tn It encode |di M. Bund dc Idle, Avccatau. 
I* u lenient dt Pins . Pnet 2 fid 

1 lie ISf AND t i si MAKGUfRIl P, an Opera Free is 
Hi T I MPI u , <n tin kneli mied filud, wntt n by shakt fpeare, 
with Additn nb tioni Di 1 1, as tom, dtd by J P Kimble Puce is fid, 
klN(y HtNIvY V 1 1 t* c ( onquc.Il of 1 1 inci, a Iragedy, Avnttcn by 
Sh ikdpt u i , puntc d cx telly eonl ji m tide lo the Reprefcnl ition on iU Re- 
vi\ d at the 1 he lire Rca d, Dmiv ) un Pnte ia fid 
I H II VRJ>'C 01 UR PL LION, from the 1 roach of M, Sediioe. The 
Ldition. Puce is, fid* 





’ Sorts printed for J. Debrett. 

^ATWILY PARTY, a Comic Piece, in Two Acts. Price is. 

Tte LITTLE HUNCH-BACK, or aTROLlC in BAGDAD. W/i 
leh by John O’Keeffe* Efq. Price is. 

ALL IN GOOD HUMOUR, a Dramatic Piece. Price is. 

The FNCH ANTED WOOD, a Legendary Drama, in Ihfer Afl 
Price 19 6 d. 

The INTRIGUING CHAMBERMAID, a Ballad TTarce, in Two AO 
altered from Ptekhng. Price is. 7 

MODERN BREAKFAST, or All afleep af Not u. By Henry Siddoi 
Priced. 

tTfce BENEVOLENT PLANTERS. By Thomas Bellamy. Pine is. 

The NEW FOUNDLING HOSPITAL for WIT, and ASYLUM U 
tWS mvt PIECES^ being a Collection of Fugitive Pieces in Profc an 
verte. This Edition ie confide rabl> improved and enlarged , in which \r 
infertedieverat<unmisPjecesby the Duke of Leeds, Marquib rownlhcnd 
EtfAs <rf CarWffe, Charlemont, Nugent, Budi n, Chefterheld, Chtthun 
& la War, Lords Falmerfton, Mulgtave, Holland, T vttelton, Uarve\ 
Right Hon. C. J. Fox, Gen. Fitzpatrick, C. York, H.Wa'poIe, Ontmtci 
Temple, JjariyM. W. Montagu, Mrs Greville, MifsCarter, Mils I »*inx 
Hon* X, Luttrell, Sir W. Draper, bit J. Mooie, Sir W. Jones, Sw W 
YOttng, Sir C. H. Williams; Mr Bate Dudley; J. Wilkes, D- G*rrick 
R. B. Sheridan, R. Tkkdl, I. Riclurdfon, G. Elk*, J Courteney, J HaM, 
Stfcphenfon, Caleb Whitefoia, G. Col man, R Cumbeiland, C. Anftev, W 
Hay fry, S. Ttftfns, B. Thornton, Rlqis. Debtors B. Fiankhu, Armltron , 
Cat*. E. Thompfon. All the Pieces by the Author ot the Ht 
ROIC EPISTLE to Sir W. CHAMBERS. 

m^XfU for FUGITIVE PIECES, in Profe and Vcife, out in my 
Other Collefhon. Volume the 4th. 

The following is -a Lift of Name*, who aie the Authors of fevtral of tlv* 
PieCW contained m this volume Eails of Cailifle, Orford, and Buchan, 
fl^newla Conway ana BurgO)fie; Governor Mailings, Sir Alexandei 
Bchpmherg j Dr. TioUm , Mcflis. Sheridan, Courtenay, 7 ickell, Ciaw- 
Stanity, Reate, Stddons, Bite Dudley, Pi e, Hokroti, Per r Pindar, Thomji- 
dbiji Berenger, Day, llmkneift, and dotait, Mr-,. Pio/zi, Smith, Wi! 

R*%ht» drc. Ac. Ac. Containing fevcial Pieces now hrfl printed, 
*TOvJ#hhy fathers, which hive been cu ciliated only amongft thetr refyechve 
Friends, 01*111 the Circles of (upenor Life, being principally writ- 
W yFttfeni Of Palfrmn, Puce 3s. lewtd. The three formei volumes 

Y LUM IS'* Continuation of the FOUNDLING HOSPITAL 
WfT, and is printed umtoimty with that work, which conlifts ofhx 
ttXj^’Prioe fSs. fewed. 

^Sfethdr^they form the tnoft approved Colleflion of Fugitive Pieces 
that has appeared for many yeais. They commence v ith Sir Charles 
^ ^ffdtfodty WfHutns's Pieces, and continue (m lomc degree) Chro-I 
/ nologicafty to the prefect time 1 

Ttfo Nthcie ten vols may be had, elegantly bound. Price al. as. 

' THE RURAL OECONOMY of NORFOLK. Compnfing the Ma- 
freenieitt Of Landed Eftate*, and the prv font Prifhce ofHirifeandiy m that 
By Mr. Maa&hai 1 . 1 he fecond Edition, in two vole. Price 
ins, In bomb* 

Thetfofchming Works, by thefome Anthor # may alfo be had, 

THE, RURAL ECONOMY o* the MIDLAND COUNTIES; to- 
ntht df Live Stock m Leiceftetlhire and its Environs; 
0/ Agricultures nd Planting m the Dtftnft of the 
JlttMftro veiy large voh. Svo. Price us* 
gftL ECONOMY bf GLOUCESTERSHIRE; IndUding 
tttriwith the Dairy Management of North WllNhne ; ana* 
ftfttaprdtard wl Fruit Liquor in Herefordthfrc. Two j 
e lit. w boards* 3 





Hooks prtAUit for % fli&reit. 

J. THE RURAL ECONOMY of YORKSHIRE t cd 
Management of Landed Eft&tes, ahd prfifent PracfteiP C •'tth™ 
in the Agricultural Diftri&s of that Comity. Two vols, Priofel0j^| 

^TmINUTES ahd EXPERIMENTS concerning AG R I CULT® S’* 
made on a Farm of 300 Acres of various Soils, near Croydon, in m 

one vol. 4to. Pri<)e One Guinea in boards. + , l4 

N. B. The EXPERIMENTS may be had alone. Price y.lttk 
A COMPANION to the ROYAL KALKNDAR, fdr tW 
being a Lift of all the Ci.'mges in Adnunilb ation, from the Aec 
preient King, in oaobc-, 1760, to the prefect Time. Tow 
fixed, a LIST of the MEMBERS df the TWo laft and pi? 
ments, toe wing the Changes made in the Houfc of Commons, 1 
ral Elections in 1784 and 1790; with the Names of theCandid&t^ 
the Elections were contcftcd, the Numbers polled, and. the Detifed 
made bv the Select Committees. Alfo the Dates when each Cl 
rough lir ft lent Representatives to Parliament, the Right <rf j 
each Place, and the fuppofed Number of Voters. A funurtary /vccoimr «T 
the Duties of the Gieat Officers of State? a Table of the Duraiidn 6 f efir 
fevcral Parliaments from Henry VII. to the prefent Timef a Life /f thbfe 
Places which formerly fent Members to Parliament, and hotvifc not 
Liftot the Deaths of* the principal Miniftcrs during f fob prefenf Etign* 
With a Complete INDEX of NAMES, and a fttort Sketch bififie'lto** 
LIT 1 CAL GEOGRAPHY of EUROPE. Price iS. 64 . ,, . 

A VINDICATION ot the CHARACTER and Sir 

WILLIAM WALLER, Knt. Commander in Chief of . the Pwllknent 
Forces in the Weft: explanatory of his Conduit in fftkmjfr Wp' i fah 
again ft KING CHARLES the FIRST. ‘Written by Himfeif, 
firft publitoed from the Original Manufcript : With an 
Editor, embcilinied with Portraits of Sir WILLIAM 




Price 6s. in boards. 

TRAVELLING ANECDOTES through various Parts of'Ehk 
James Douglas, A.S. Illuftrated with Eight Prmtsin a^tiatmta,! 
in boards. " V 

CAERNARVONSHIRE, a Sketch of its Hiftoty Antlcftfitiefc;fl 
tains, and Productions, intended as a Pocket Companion tp 
make the Tour of that pleafjng and romantic County. Pride, 

The PEERAGE of ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, and iVfjt 
the Ancient and Prefent State of the Nobility } containinga ‘t 3 L__ 
Account of the rclpetlivc Peers, whether by Tenui^, Sufnmdhk^i 
tion, their Delcents and Collateral Branches} ** 

Chief Seats, Coats of Arms, Crcfts, Supporters Elegantly engf 
Literal Tranflations of the Mottos. To which are anneXed,the P | 
Forfeited Peerages, and an Alphabetical Index of all the f “ 
the Peers, and Titles of their Eldeft’ Son*. To.whidi is f 
Portraits of his Majrstv, the Prince "of Waives, and _ 
York, &c. from Drawings by Mr. Dayes, a^<ngrftvd^by R|f*.M 
Ip three large volumes oftavo. Price rl. 4s- in boards. 

%* The Editors profefs to have given in thpfe ° 

authentic, and the beft digefted Account of the noble Families $ 
land, Scotland, and Ireland, hitherto puWtifcedj: sr^ 1 
unnecettary Digreflions, and ofteptatious Quotations fio 
Biographical Memoirs, which only ferve to inched the! 
hfbited their Genealogies clear and explicit, fothat every f 
is feen with great Facility and Bxa&nefs, ? 

England, Scotland, and Ireland, who have int^Wiarri^ ‘ 

>f thole Kingdoms, but may belt ;dU^^ s # 
juinity they are allied. 




Booh punted for J. Jibuti. 

.*rh* POCKBT P**RACI< of ENGJAND, St Oil v\D idlftfC 
LAND/cotttainm,, th Dih nt and PiUent <*t itc of c v 1 1 \ Nohit f nmU , 
thtf J xtu i, I iiuicd, md Dm mint Juhsot the thic hin r doin& 
Alio* <3( i il 1 Part iid ir INDi \] *>, with t)i Arms cnibh/oncl itn! 
thf? Mottc ti ilMtctl In i vds. Piue ^ in lit iids 

SP( I I UiMORY nt the CODKl md RPIGN (f CIHRIPS 
*Hp SfvOND, bv a \J« nbu ot In Pmy (omul, to v Inch 
added, In lOviuetoiy 1 leal < sot th } ill din^ Peuo l, fee m th v (in 
of James I. With Notes, a id a St ppl n n, contmu g tnt N u i mv < in * 
iimuiuuy Mannei to tlu Revolution, t 3 the 1* dicoi In tv o ul nn< s S\ u, 

Price 13s mboiuds 

A COLLPlT (ON of ASSOClAll')\ P\ 1 RS , pi nr l \^ Ouhr 
of thf ^UL ctv lor ptr femng f ditrlv i l Pi hv unft Kepul 1 c ins in i 
Revellers. With i P l \< r, »n i ik I i 1 i , or ihi s net K c ^ 

Ihc ADVPNrURPSof DON Ql I\t 1 1 , ti u h u d l>v l)i n h t 
A New Edition* In 4 volume, witJi i- new r plaus Piu . 
ili boards, 

An INQJJIRY into tin MANNPPS TA k TI , ml ^ 1 K i v 

of the two lafl CPN lURlho m I NG1 AND By John An i t I 1 !> 

Trice as, <Sd few eel 

MAIERNAL I PI IPRSto t YOUNG LADY on hu PN i K\\( } 
into LI rF Pi ice 2<5 


A TRVAlISfe, ON WAT P RING MPAPOWs, whucm -t P wn 
fotne of the liniiy Advanta c cs t riling frum Ii it M id e l Pi icin', j m ui- 
Jai Jy coarh?, bog^v, or baiun l uul , md n Mali \ e( j.mu i i tl 
Work. Yowhnliue uMtd, P m r son 1 1 itc P illicit i n th i sil 
jeft. By GPORGP P n WPT I l hr thud I d non, with con idu tbl 
Addltit ls f ami lllultr ited with five Pngiivn s Pim j'* 6d 
w Hooding is 1 1 ul) tncbcftf II Tmptown ent'*, win n i be ffcJed, 
and there ought not to 1 i hn I An nt I anu ne ,bctca vv I lenisc j i- 
ble of Kent's J lints i t 1 tun ltd Jit (i 

An FSSAY on DKAiSlNG md IMPROUhC, <f I L \ 1 HOC n 
I n Wiiirh tleir Ndtmc aid Piot cities au lull > c< i lidn d Lj Vli N 1 
CHOLAS IURNPR, of I uiu, Sulluw Pru 
* # * 1 he two preceding Aitu hs be in D umtoi miy j i in 1 , nn ; be hid 
complete m t n i volume, S\ o. 1 1 ice 7s. in bo 11 ds 
OrfK'lAL DOUfMINJS ud IN J TR I ING P \P 1 1 C 1 I ARS 
of th* GLORIOUS Vic 10m obtmc* over thelR’N(U Hr I l, 
|tme h 179 4» by the BRlilSH I l Pi I,,unlcr th Cc 1111 ml ol 
ADMIRAL LARI HOW p t ilhifti ted with m autinrc f iv,i i\ n r r of 
the Manc^uvrmjc md I me of b itl c ot the l wo I lens Pi 1 is 
The MODh of PI A\ INt,, ind ANA 1 JO c Ml 1 H R\H 

Uftd at the GAMPS of 1 ARC) md KOUGI ctNOlK , with 1 l il»l° A 


Chances agamft the Punters, extracted from Dh MOiVRL, towJichii 
added, a HISTORY of C ARDS Puce 2s 6d 
A COLIRCIION of SCARCh and 1NHRI STING 1 R^C 1 % 
written by Perfons of P^mmcnce, uj on the mod 11 lpuit mt, pohtie tl, m«l 
Commercial SubjoCU, from the Year 1763 to 1770, in 4 >ob, Svo. P ict 
i\, 4$. in boaid^i 

IP^IQKY ot the COMMON f AW, by 'ir Matthc v H le sllnflt a d 
WitE Note^affd Refereucvi, and foiue Account of th. 1 11 P of the AU 
THOR, RJr i harles Rmmmgtpn, Si 1 toan* at I aw , A 111 w I dition, with 
COftfidenblc AddiuhnS^ a \ols 8vo Price * 6s. bound 

BPEftCH ol WILLIAM ADAM, P s fq. in the Uch’fe of Commons, 1 
Mafdh io« *794* on inoviu- foi an Addrefs to th^^king, in bclnlt ot 
THOMAS MUIR, £fq» and the R<v. THOMAS PYISCHP PAIMER. 

ItynZATM ?nd NAVIGATION of GRkA f fiRH AIN conf c*ucd ( 
By A tifMf JSdiHon. ' 1 0 ninth ire now uldcd ku ul Notes, 

a nd ftp if awwinf tpttceining the Trails with Portnoi. Price 3». 






